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Yosemite National Park is located in the central Sierra Nevada, roughly east of San Francisco. Elevations within the park range from 2,000 feet (610 m) to over 13,000 feet (3,950 m).
The most visited portion of Yosemite is Yosemite Valley, the elevation of which is about 4,000 feet (1,200 m). Other popular destinations in Yosemite are Glacier Point (7,200 feet/2,200 m), Tuolumne Meadows (8,500 feet/2,600 m), and Wawona (4,000 feet/1,200 m).
Climate Data for Yosemite Valley
| Month | Temp high | Temp low | Precipitation (water equivalent) |
|---|---|---|---|
| Jan | 49°F/9°C | 26°F/-3°C | 6.2 in/15.8 cm |
| Feb | 55°F/13°C | 28°F/-2°C | 6.1 in/15.5 cm |
| Mar | 59°F/15°C | 31°F/-1°C | 5.2 in/13.2 cm |
| Apr | 65°F/18°C | 35°F/2°C | 3.0 in/7.6 cm |
| May | 73°F/23°C | 42°F/5°C | 1.3 in/3.3 cm |
| Jun | 82°F/28°C | 48°F/9°C | 0.7 in/1.8 cm |
| Jul | 90°F/32°C | 54°F/12°C | 0.4 in/1.0 cm |
| Aug | 90°F/32°C | 53°F/11°C | 0.3 in/0.7 cm |
| Sep | 87°F/31°C | 47°F/8°C | 0.9 in/2.3 cm |
| Oct | 74°F/23°C | 39°F/4°C | 2.1 in/5.3 cm |
| Nov | 58°F/14°C | 31°F/0°C | 5.5 in/14.0 cm |
| Dec | 48°F/9°C | 26°F/-3°C | 5.6 in/14.2 cm |
| Annual | 87°F/31°C | 26°F/-3°C | 37.2 in/94.5 cm |
Yosemite High Country Climate, Including Tuolumne Meadows
Temperatures in the High Country, such as Tuolumne Meadows, are typically 10°F to 20°F (5-10°C) degrees cooler than in Yosemite Valley. The High Country receives several feet of snow per year, though summertime thunderstorms also occur, usually in the afternoon.
Visitation to Yosemite is controlled mostly by the climate (see the climate section above for climate information). Peak visitation occurs during the summer months (late May to early September). During winter, the amount of hiking one can do is substantially limited by snow. However, snow provides many other recreational activities. Snowmobiling is prohibited.
Hiking and backpacking in Yosemite can be done year-round, though those hiking in mid-fall through early-spring may encounter winter storms and abundant snow on the trails.
Please note that park roads may be temporarily closed or chains may be required following winter storms. YOU MUST CARRY CHAINS IN YOUR CAR between November 1st and March 31st-- NO EXCEPTIONS! Please also note that during periods of heavy visitation during summer weekends (holiday weekends, in particular) the park entrance stations may occasionally refuse entrance to visitors who do not have overnight reservations in the park.
TRANSPORTATION TO AND WITHIN YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Yosemite road and weather conditions: 209-372-0200 California road conditions from CalTrans: 800-GAS-ROAD or 800-427-7623 http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo/ Note that CalTrans may not have complete information for roads within Yosemite National Park.
Seasons
Yosemite National Park closes many roads by October or November and normally reopens them by late May or June. Yosemite Valley and Wawona normally remain open all year; Badger Pass Ski Area is open only in the winter (typically, December through March). Tire chains may be required on park road AT ANY TIME. For more information about winter conditions, see the winter section of this FAQ.
Fee schedule
| Car: | $20.00 |
| Individual (on bus, motorcycle, bicycle, foot, or horse) | $10.00 |
| Yosemite Pass | $40 (Good for one year in Yosemite National Park) |
| Golden Access Pass | free (For permanently disabled US citizens and residents) |
| National Parks Pass | $50 (Good for one year in all US National Parks) |
| Golden Age Pass | $10 (For US residents and citizens over 62 years old) |
Car and Individual fees are valid for 7 days, all other passes are valid for one year.
The Trans-Sierra Pass (which was valid for one-way passage over Tioga Pass) has been discontinued; nearby residents can drive through for free.
Upon entrance to the park, visitors receive a park map and the Yosemite Guide, which provides much information about facilities and current activities in the Park. The map is not a suitable replacement for a topographic map. READ THE YOSEMITE GUIDE! It has answers to most of your questions!!!
Please note that none of the entrance passes pays for other park fees, including campground fees (though a 50% discount is available with valid Golden Age and Golden Access passports). Entrance stations may be closed during the evening and night. In this case, fees may be collected upon leaving the park. Fees are not collected from hikers entering on remote trails. Day-use reservations are not required.
Roads
The best way to keep from getting lost is to spend a few bucks and get a map of California.
Between November 1st and March 31st, you are REQUIRED to carry tire chains even if you are driving a four-wheel drive vehicle and all roads are open with no restrictions. If you do not have chains you may be cited. In addition, you might be stranded in the park or have to buy chains for $80+. Learn from others' expensive and inconvenient lessons: always carry tire chains.
For fairly current road conditions, see http://www.nps.gov/yose/now/conditions.htm For current road conditions, call 209-372-0200.
Highway 41 (Wawona Road)
Connects with Hwy 99 at Fresno and ends in Yosemite Valley. Provides access to the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias, Wawona, Badger Pass, and Glacier Point. Normally open all year, except during major snowstorms.
Highway 140 (El Portal Road)
Connects with Hwy 99 in Merced and ends in Yosemite Valley. Open all year except during major snowstorms, floods, or rockslides. This is the least likely road into Yosemite to require tire chains. Update (9/2006): due to a rockslide, a detour with two bridges has been installed. The detour is one way at a time and controlled by traffic signals. A temporary 28' vehicle limit is in effect, due to limited turning radius on the bridges. Bike access is allowed.
Highway 120 (Big Oak Flat and Tioga Roads)
Connects with Hwy 99 in Manteca and with Hwy 395 in Lee Vining. Provides access to Big Oak Flat, Crane Flat, White Wolf, Tenaya Lake, Tuolumne Meadows, and Tioga Pass. The portion of the road from Big Oak Flat Entrance Station to Crane Flat is normally open all year. From Crane Flat, the Big Oak Flat Road (open all year) continues to Yosemite Valley. CLOSED during winter (Oct/Nov-May/Jun) from Crane Flat to Tioga Pass.
Glacier Point Road
Runs from from Chinquapin (junction of Glacier Point Road and Wawona Road) to Glacier Point. Provides access to Badger Pass and Glacier Point. CLOSED to Glacier Point during winter (Oct/Nov-May/Jun); open to Badger Pass December through March.
Hetch Hetchy Road
Runs from Big Oak Flat to Hetch Hetchy Valley. Provides access to Mather Ranger Station, O'Shaughnessy Dam, and Hetch Hetchy Valley. May be CLOSED during winter.
Mass transit to Yosemite
There are no airports in Yosemite National Park. The nearest large airport is Fresno-Yosemite International (Fresno Air Terminal). The nearest municipal airports are in Mariposa and Lee Vining. There are flights to and from Fresno-Yosemite International (Fresno Air Terminal) and the Merced Airport. Air travel to Yosemite is beyond the scope of this FAQ.
Trains and Buses
Amtrak and Greyhound provide service to Yosemite. Amtrak runs train service through the Central Valley of California (the train is called "the San Joaquin"). Buses connect major cities in California (Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Sacramento) to the San Joaquin. (It is possible to connect to the San Joaquin by buses or trains from other cities as well.) To get to Yosemite, passengers should exit the train at Merced or Fresno, where Via Bus connects to Yosemite Valley. Greyhound also runs buses from major California cities (and many smaller ones along the way) to Merced, where you can connect to Via Bus.
Yosemite Area Regional Transit System offers transportation along hwy 140 into the park and limited transportation along hwy 120 east and west and within the park between Wawona and Yosemite Valley.
For more information:
Amtrak: 800-USA-RAIL (800-872-7245)
Greyhound: 800-231-2222
VIA Bus: 800-369-PARK (800-369-7275) or 209-384-1315
YARTS: http://www.yarts.com/ I have frequently used Amtrak, Greyhound, and VIA bus, and I can attest that traveling to Yosemite by any of these means (particularly via Amtrak + Via) is nice.
REGULARLY SCHEDULED BUS SERVICE INTO YOSEMITE -- visit http://www.yosemite.com/yarts/ for details!
Transportation withIN Yosemite National Park
Bus service information: 209-372-1240 or at Yosemite Lodge Tour Desk.
FREE shuttle buses!
I strongly encourage you to use shuttle buses, within the areas they serve, in lieu of driving your car. Use of the shuttle buses decreases traffic congestion and pollution, and allow you to enjoy the scenery without concentrating on driving and being concerned about finding a parking space. Please note that during summer days, the Mariposa Grove road CLOSES frequently to ALL traffic except shuttle buses and vehicles displaying disabled-person placards. The road closes when the parking lot at the Grove fills up, so park at Wawona and take the shuttle bus.
FREE shuttle buses run:
For-fee shuttle buses
A hikers' bus runs daily (during summer) between Yosemite Valley and Glacier Point. A fee is charged for this service. This is a good way to visit the Glacier Point area without having to hike up to Glacier Point and back.
A hikers' bus runs from Yosemite Valley to Tuolumne Meadows daily during the summer. A fee is charged for this service. The bus driver will stop at trailheads along the Tioga Road between Yosemite Valley and Tuolumne Meadows if you inform the driver in advance.
Bus Length Restrictions
Here are the current restrictions on maximum bus length on park roads (as of June 2006):Hitch hiking
Hitch hiking is discouraged in Yosemite, and for good reason. In 1995, a National Park Ranger picked up a seemingly-nice hitch hiker and was subsequently kidnapped. Don't do it. There are plenty of buses to take you where you want to go. Hitch hiking in Yosemite is not as reliable as in other parts of the country because of the relative rarity of vehicles with room to take on an additional passenger and his/her gear.
IF YOU WILL VISIT YOSEMITE PLEASE READ AND REMEMBER THIS SECTION!
If you love Yosemite and you believe others should have a chance to see it as you have, please abide by these rules. If that's not enough of a reason, if you violate these regulations you are in a violation of FEDERAL LAW, and you may be fined, arrested, and/or evicted from the park and possibly barred from reentry for a period. If that is not enough of a reason, keep in mind that many people have found out the hard way that if you violate the safety-related rules you may be seriously injured or killed.
IF YOU HAVE A LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCY IN YOSEMITE, DIAL 911. Report crimes, and property damage caused by wildlife, to park rangers.
These animals MAY BE DANGEROUS! By feeding them you risk serious injury or death! And if you are injured, the animal will be killed as a result of your irresponsibility. There is always a risk of transmission of often-fatal diseases, such as black plague or Hanta virus. Store your food properly. In campgrounds, Curry Village tent cabins, and Housekeeping Camp, ALWAYS use food storage lockers ("bear boxes"); in the backcountry use bear cannisters.
During the daytime, it's probably safe to leave food in your car, IF NECESSARY, but it MUST NOT be visible (put it in your trunk, if possible). During nighttime hours, NEVER leave ANY food ANYWHERE in your car. A bear will smell it (even if you can't) and a bear will get it. Store your food indoors (in a hard-sided structure) or use a bear box, if one is available, AT ALL TIMES. Bears don't care about car alarms, door locks, or any other anti-theft devices. Never leave unstored food unattended. If a bear obtains food from your campsite or vehicle, it is one step closer to death-- and it's your fault!
If a bear approaches you because you have food and is not frightened by the above measures, leave the food and walk away. Do not argue with the bear. NEVER try to retrieve anything from a bear.
Remember this: The best way to enjoy the wildlife is to watch it.
This list of rules is by no means a complete list, but some of the more important and commonly violated rules.
Many of the campgrounds inside Yosemite National Park require reservations. Reservations may be made up to FIVE months in advance. Starting the fifteenth day of each month, a month's worth of camping start-dates is available. For example, on January 15th, it is possible to make reservations with a start date between 15 June through 14 July.
The Wawona, Tuolumne Meadows, and Hetch Hetchy Backpackers campgrounds have limited room for horse use.
Group campgrounds are available in Yosemite Valley, Hodgdon Meadow, Tuolumne Meadows, Bridalveil Creek, Wawona, and Hetch Hetchy Backpackers. Each group site can accomodate 30 people. You may make reservations for Yosemite Valley, Hodgdon Meadow, and Tuolumne Meadows.
Rules for car camping in Yosemite:
All car campgrounds in Yosemite have fire pits or grills, picnic tables, and food storage lockers (“bear boxes”). No campground has hook-ups. The maximum length for RVs is 40 feet. Many campgrounds have campground hosts. These volunteers are available to answer your questions and help you solve any problems. For law-enforcement or emergencies, and if a bear is in the campground, call 911.
Upper and Lower River campgrounds were closed permanently after the 1997 flood. Whether these lost campgrounds will ever be replaced is still up in the air.
Campgrounds in Yosemite
Campground |Sites|RV|Dump Sta|Pets|Parking|Seasons|Reserve|Cost/Night| ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ YOSEMITE VALLEY - 1-209-372-8502 for information only - North Pines |85 |y |no |no |yes |Apr-Sep|yes |$20/site | [map] Lower Pines |80 |y |no |no |yes |Mar-Oct|no |$20/site | [map] Upper Pines |238 |y |yes |yes |yes |AllYear|yes |$20/site | [map] Camp 4 |35 |no|no |no |nearby |AllYear|walk-in|$5/person | [map] Backpackers |25 |no|no |no |no |May-Oct|walk-in|$5/person WAWONA AREA Wawona |100 |y |no |yes |yes |AllYear|no |$20/site | [map] Bridalveil |110 |y |no |yes |yes |Jun-Sep|no |$14/site | [map] TUOLUMNE MEADOWS, TIOGA ROAD, and HETCH HETCHY AREAS - 1-209-372-4025 and 2123 Hodgdon Mdw |105 |y |no |yes |yes |AllYear|yes |$20/site | [map] Hetch Hetchy |19 |no|no |no |no |Apr-Nov|no |$5/person | Crane Flat |166 |y |no |yes |yes |May-Oct|yes |$14/site | [map] Tamarack Flat|52 |no|no |yes |yes |Jun-Sep|no |$10/site | [map] White Wolf |87 |y |no |yes |yes |Jul-Sep|no |$14/site | [map] YosemiteCreek|75 |no|no |no |no |Jul-Sep|no |$10/site | PorcupineFlat|52 |y |no |no |no |Jul-Sep|no |$10/site | Tuolumne Mdws|314 |y |yes |yes |yes |Jun-Sep|yes |$14/site | [map] |no |Jun-Sep|no |$5/person | Campground |Tap Water|Toilets|Showers Nearby|Laundry Nearby|Market Nearby| YOSEMITE VALLEY North Pines |yes |flush |yes |yes |yes | Upper Pines |yes |flush |yes |yes |yes | Lower Pines |yes |flush |yes |yes |yes | Camp 4 |yes |flush |yes |yes |yes | Backpackers |yes |flush |yes |yes |yes | WAWONA AREA Wawona |yes |flush |no |no |yes | Bridalveil |yes |flush |no |no |no | TUOLUMNE MEADOWS, TIOGA ROAD, and HETCH HETCHY AREA Hodgdon Mdw |yes |flush |no |no |no | Hetch Hetchy |yes |flush |no |no |no | Crane Flat |yes |flush |no |no |yes | Tamarack Flat|no |pit |no |no |no | White Wolf |yes |flush |no |no |no | Yosemite Cr |no |pit |no |no |no | PorcupineFlat|no |pit |no |no |no | Tuolumne Mdws|yes |flush |yes |no |yes | |
Historical Campground Names
The campgrounds were originally identified by numbers instead of names. The numbers originate back to the 1800s when Yosemite Valley was administered by the State of California. Camps 1 - 5 were established by the state and abandonded as they had no sanitation facilities and were also polluted from raw sewage upstream from the Sentinel Hotel. Camps 6 - 20 were established by the U. S. government. Numbers were used until the early 1970s when all campgrounds were given names. Here are the numbers:
CAMPING OUTSIDE YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Most of Yosemite National Park is surrounded by land controlled by the Bureau of Land Management and the US Forest Service. The US Forest Service operates campgrounds in the three national forests surrounding Yosemite. Camping is allowed in many places on BLM and USFS land where campgrounds do not exist. For more information about camping call:
Campgrounds Outside Yosemite Note: the rates are out-dated; please contact the campground operator directly.
Highway 140 Campground | Water | Sites | RV |Hookup | Fee |Season | Reserve/Info ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ KOA showers 80 34 ft. yes $25 allyear 209-966-2201 McCabe Flat river 6 27 ft. no free allyear No/BLM-M Willow Placer river 4 27 ft. no free allyear No/BLM-M Railroad Flat river 7 27 ft. no free allyear No/BLM-M Highway 120 West (from Yosemite Valley) Campground | Water | Sites | RV |Hookup | Fee |Season | Reserve/Info ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Cherry Valley tap 46 22 ft. no $9-16 May-Nov No/SNF-G Sweetwater tap 13 22 ft. no $9 Apr-Nov No/SNF-G Lost Claim pump 10 22 ft. no $7 May-Sep No/SNF-G The Pines tap 12 22 ft. no $9 May-Nov No/SNF-G Lumsden river 10 no no free Apr-Oct No/SNF-G Southfork river 8 no no free Apr-Oct No/SNF-G Lumsden Br. river 10 no no free Apr-Oct No/SNF-G Moccasin Pt. showers 90 60 ft. yes $13-17 allyear 209-852-2396 Yosemite Lakes showers 51 nolimit yes $18 allyear 209-962-0110 Pine Mt. Lake showers 49 35 ft. yes $12-18 allyear 209-962-8625 Yos. Pines RV showers 187 75 ft. yes $17-25 allyear 209-962-7690 Highway 41 Campground | Water | Sites | RV |Hookup | Fee |Season | Reserve/Info ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Summerdale tap 30 35 ft. no $12 May-Oct no/SNF-O Big Sandy stream 14 35 ft. no $9 Jun-Oct no/SNF-O Little Sandy stream 10 26 ft. no free Jun-Oct no/SNF-O Nelder Grove stream 7 25 ft. no free Jun-Oct no/SNF-O Bass Lake area tap 258 35 ft. no $15 allyear 800-280-2267 Hi-Sierra RV tap 40 40 yes $18-28$ allyear 559-683-7662 Highway 120 East (from Yosemite Valley) Campground | Water | Sites | RV |Hookup | Fee |Season | Reserve/Info ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Tioga Lake tap 13 30 ft. no $8 Jun-Oct no/INF Junction stream 13 30 ft. no free Jun-Oct no/INF Ellery Lake tap 12 30 ft. no $8 Jun-Oct no/INF Saddlebag Lake tap 20 30 ft. no $8 Jun-Oct no/INF Sawmill stream 12 no no free Jun-Oct no/INF Big Bend tap 17 30 ft. no $8 May-Oct no/INF Aspen Grove stream 50 40 ft. no $5 Apr-Oct no/Mono Lee Vining Cr. stream 100 40 ft. no $5 Apr-Oct no/Mono Cattle Guard stream 16 30 ft. no $5 Apr-Oct no/Mono |
Hotel-style accomodations in Yosemite National Park
Delaware North Companies Parks & Resorts at Yosemite (DNC) provides hotel-style accomodations within Yosemite National Park. For reservations in Yosemite, call DNC at 559-253-5636, write 6771 N Palm Ave. Fresno, CA 93704, or visit on the web at http://www.yosemitepark.com/
Accomodations within Yosemite range from tent-cabins in Curry Village to luxury hotel suites at the Ahwahnee Hotel. You may make reservations up to 366 days in advance, though it is generally possible to get some accomodations several months in advance without much difficulty, especially in winter. If you can't get reservations for the date(s) you want, you can try calling back a little later: cancellations are frequent. Alternatively, you can look at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/lodging.html and make reservations near the park.
"The Redwoods" provides cabin-style lodging with kitchens. They are located in the southern end of the park (in Wawona near the Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoia trees) please see http://www.yosemite.ca.us/lodging.html#park
NOTE: If you have trouble getting reservations within Yosemite, try the motels and hotels outside Yosemite. Rooms may be reserved 1 year + 1 day in advance. Lodging is easer to reserve and often lower-priced off-season (mid-Sept. to Memorial Day, Sept to May). You will find that many of them are lower-priced and nicer than accomodations within Yosemite . . . and most of all, easier to reserve!
Lodging in Yosemite
Accomodation | Style | Season | Cost (2004) | Notes | --------------------------------------------------------------------------- YOSEMITE VALLEY Curry Village |tent cabins|all year| $75-80/night |public bathrooms | Curry Village |cabins |all year| $80/night |public bathrooms | Curry Village |cabins |all year| $88/night | | Housekeeping Camp |tent cabins|Spr-Fall| $67/night |public bathrooms | Yosemite Lodge |hotel room |all year| $97-161/night| | Ahwahnee Hotel |luxuryhotel|all year| $373-822/night| | Ahwahnee Hotel |cottage |all year| $449/night | | TUOLUMNE MEADOWS Tuolumne Mdws Lodge |tent cabins|Jun-Sep | $71/night |public bathrooms | YOSEMITE BACKCOUNTRY -- no roads -- High Sierra Camps |tent cabins|Jun-Sep | $112/night |public bathrooms | WHITE WOLF White Wolf Lodge |tent cabins|Jun-Sep | $67/night |public bathrooms | White Wolf Lodge |cabins |Jun-Sep | $84/night | | WAWONA Wawona Hotel |hotel |All year| $115/night |public bathrooms | Wawona Hotel |hotel |All year| $170/night | | |
ACCOMODATIONS OUTSIDE YOSEMITE
Please see http://www.yosemite.ca.us/lodging.html for information about hotels, motels, and cabins outside Yosemite National Park. You can also make reservations there.
Service |Location |Season Groceries |Yosemite Village (Yosemite Valley) |all year |Curry Village (Yosemite Valley) |all year |Housekeeping Camp (Yosemite Valley) |spring-fall |Crane Flat (Tioga/Big Oak Flat Rd jctn) |all year |Tuolumne Meadows |summer |White Wolf (along Tioga Road) |summer |Wawona |all year Sporting Goods |Yosemite Village (Yosemite Valley) |summer |Curry Village (Yosemite Valley) |all year |Tuolumne Meadows |summer Gas Stations |Wawona |all year |Crane Flat |all year |Tuolumne Meadows |summer |Yosemite Lodge (Yosemite Valley) CLOSED/REMOVED Post Office |Yosemite Village (Yosemite Valley) |all year |Curry Village (Yosemite Valley) |summer |Tuolumne Meadows |summer |Wawona |all year Showers ($2) |Curry Village (Yosemite Valley) |all year |Housekeeping Camp |summer Laundromat |Housekeeping Camp |summer Medical and Dental |Yosemite Village (towards the Ahwahnee) |all year |
Not all eating facilities are open year-round.
Restaurant |Description |Bkfst|Lnch|Dinner|Reservations YOSEMITE VALLEY Yosemite Village (seating available nearby) Degnan's Deli |sandwiches, deli take-out |no |yes |yes |no Degnan's Pizza |pizza, ice cream take-out |no |yes |yes |no Degnan's Pasta Pl|pasta buffet sit-down |no |yes |yes |no Village Grill |fast food take-out |yes |yes |yes |no Yosemite Lodge Cafeteria |full meals sit-down |yes |yes |yes |no Garden Terrace |buffet sit-down |yes |no |yes |no Mtn. Room Rest |family restaurant sit-down |no |no |yes |no Ahwahnee Hotel Ahwahnee |formal dinners, Sunday brunch|yes |yes |yes |209-372-1489 dinner only Curry Village (summer only) (seating available nearby) Cafeteria |full meals sit-down |yes |yes |yes |no Hamburger Stand |fast food take-out |yes |yes |yes |no Terrace Pizza |pizza take-out |no |yes |yes |no There are snack shops at Happy Isles (summer), Glacier Point (summer), Yosemite Lodge Pool (summer), and Ahwahnee Hotel (afternoons). TUOLUMNE MEADOWS (summer only) The Grill |fast food take-out |yes |yes |yes |no TM Lodge |family sit-down |yes |no |yes |209-372-1313 dinner only WHITE WOLF (summer only) White Wolf Lodge |family sit-down |yes |no |yes |209-372-1316 dinner only WAWONA (April-October; weekends/holidays rest of year) Wawona Hotel |family sit-down |yes |yes |yes |209-372-6556 dinner only BADGER PASS (November-March) Badger Pass |fast food/pizza sit-down | |yes |yes |no |
WHAT TO DO: Hiking and Backpacking
Since some of the most frequently-asked questions deal with what hikes to do, this section will be the most detailed. Without question, the best reference for hiking and backpacking in Yosemite is:
Schaffer, Jeffrey P., 1999, Yosemite National Park: A Natural History Guide To Yosemite and Its Trails. Berkeley, Wilderness press, 274 p. (includes updated, plasticized topographic map of Yosemite National Park and Vicinity, scale: 1:125,000. Cost of book in 2002: $18.95, $13.27 on Amazon)
This and other hiking and backpacking books are at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/bookstore/
A few things to keep in mind (in addition to the rules in the Rules section):
Popular Yosemite Valley Hikes
Since most people ask about what hikes to do in Yosemite Valley, I will write a bit about these hikes. However, there are many, many hikes to do elsewhere in Yosemite. These include a few hikes in the Wawona area, along the Glacier Point Road, the Hetch Hetchy area, through the Mariposa, Tuolumne, and Merced Groves; and a variety of hikes along the Tioga Road, especially a great many in the Tuolumne Meadows and Tioga Pass areas. Short descriptions of some of these hikes may be added to this FAQ, at my leisure.
My trail descriptions are not a substitute for a topographic map or for a hiking guide to Yosemite. ALL of the trails going out of Yosemite Valley gain elevation quickly, so know how to interpret a topographic map so you can see for yourself what the elevation gain will be like. I included these trail descriptions only to provide a sense of what the hike involves. You must judge for yourself whether or not any of these hikes are appropriate for you. To do any of these hikes, you should be in good shape and should think twice if you have heart or respiratory problems.
MIST TRAIL (Happy Isles to Nevada Fall) and the trail to HALF DOME
Vernal Fall Bridge (All year; but it may be icy in winter)
The most popular hike in Yosemite is the hike to the Vernal Fall Bridge. This hike begins at Happy Isles. The hike to the bridge and back to Happy Isles is only a few miles, but it is is quite strenuous. If you want to hike to the bridge, I recommend that you continue a few more minutes to the place marked "Vernal Fall view." This view is at Lady Franklin Rock, and has a much better view of Vernal Fall than you get from the bridge.
Top of Vernal Fall (April-October; closed in winter, due to ice)
Many people choose to continue up all the way to the top of Vernal Fall. The round trip distance for this hike is about 3 miles (5 km) and the elevation gain is about 1,000 ft (330 m). This is a short hike, but even more strenuous overall than the hike just to the bridge. During late spring and early summer, you will get drenched by the spray of the waterfall (which you will look forward to, since you will be hot). The latter part of the trail consists of granitic blocks stacked in such a way as to resemble a crude staircase. A staircase with very steep steps. This trail should be ascended and, in particular, descended with great caution.
Top of Nevada Fall (May-October)
Some people continue all the way to the top of Nevada Fall. The round trip distance of this hike (from Happy Isles) is about 5 mi (8 km), though the actual distance varies depending upon the trail you take. After you pass Vernal Fall, the trail is mostly flat for a distance, after which you begin a long ascent of switchbacks comprised of another granitic staircase (with a view of Nevada Fall). Before you reach the granitic staircase, you will pass the Emerald Pool and Silver Apron. You will probably notice people playing in the water. DO NOT BE TEMPTED! This area has a very high occurrence of injuries and deaths. It is now illegal to enter the water in this area: you will be fined and charged for the rescue. There are much safer areas to play in the river. After you reach the top of Nevada Fall, be sure to climb down to the overlook. I recommend that you return to Happy Isles via the John Muir Trail, since it is much safer and easier to descend (not to mention that it's easier on your knees). This trail starts south of the river (other side of the bridge of the trail from which you ascended). This trail consists mostly of switchbacks. Be sure to continue all the way to the end of the trail if you want to avoid the Mist Trail. Be sure, also, to stop at Clark Point, which has a nice view of Vernal and Nevada Falls. A winter route is generally open year-round and uses the lower portion of the John Muir trail and the upper portion of the Mist Trail.
Half Dome (June-September)
I'd recommend starting this hike as early as you possibly can, even if it's just as the sun is rising (~6 am), or even before sunrise. Don't start too late... Starting early has several advantages: 1) you reduce the likelyhood of getting killed by thunderstorms, 2) you are more likely to finish your hike before it gets dark, 3) you do the hard hiking in the morning, when it isn't as hot, and 4) you get to Half Dome before everyone else (hopefully). During mid- to late-afternoon there is literally a traffic jam on the cables. It can be quite scary, especially for a first-timer. If, when you arrive at the base of Half Dome, there are thunderclouds, DO NOT ASCEND Half Dome! People are killed by lightening strikes on top of Half Dome! The length of the hike is about 15 miles. You should undertake this hike only if you are in good physical condition. If you never, or rarely, exercise it will be very difficult, if not impossible, to finish this hike. A summary of the trail: read the above descriptions of the hikes up to Vernal and Nevada Falls. Eventually, you reach the top of Nevada Fall, and continue to the left past the new outhouses into Little Yosemite Valley. This part of the hike is flat. Eventually, you begin the long ascent to the base of Half Dome (make sure you don't miss the junction to Half Dome- turn left at the junction), and finally you reach the base of the cables. At the bottom is a box containing used work gloves (I recommend bringing your own)- the gloves help some people (bother others) on the cables.
YOSEMITE FALLS (All year, depending on conditions)
Another popular trail is the one to the top of Yosemite Falls. This hike is about 6.8 mi (10.9 km) round trip, elevation gain is nearly 3,000 ft (900 m). I recommend starting this hike early because the most difficult part of the hike (the last two-thirds of it) is completely unshaded, and in summer can be quite hot. This hike is a strenuous hike. If you don't feel up to hiking all the way to the top, a good place to hike to is to Columbia Rock, only about 2 miles round trip. If you make it to Columbia Rock, I recommend that you continue up a few more steep switchbacks, down a few more, and around a corner to a view of Upper Yosemite Fall. The trailhead is behind the Sunnyside Walk-in Campground, just north of the Yosemite Lodge and next to the Chevron Station. (The trailhead, though well marked, can be difficult to find, so if you can't find it, ask.) The first part of the trail consists of short switchbacks through a well shaded oak forest. Eventually you will reach Columbia Rock, a railed-in viewpoint with one of the best views of Yosemite Valley. Just above Columbia Rock are three steep gravelly switchbacks, after which you descend a few and come upon a view of Upper Yosemite Fall. After catching your breath on a relatively flat part of the trail, you begin to ascend a series of switchbacks that may seem to go on for ever. Most of these switchbacks are completely unshaded. Finally, you'll reach to top of the trail. Be sure to (*carefully*) descend to the Yosemite Falls overlook. During times of low flow, you are likely to see people playing in Yosemite Creek, if you decide to join them, use extreme caution as the rocks are slippery (even when not wet), and almost every year people have the fatal experience of falling over Upper Yosemite Fall. If you want an even better view of Yosemite Valley, continue the extra mile (1.6 km) east to Yosemite Point.
GLACIER POINT (May-October)
Most of the people who get to Glacier Point do it the easy way: they drive. For a much more fulfilling experience, hike to it. My favorite way to do this is to start early and ascend the Four Mile Trail and to descend via the Panorama Trail to Happy Isles. The hike to Glacier Point via the Four Mile Trail is actually 4.6 mi (7.4 km). The hike from Glacier Point to Happy Isles via the Panorama and John Muir Trails is 9.1 mi (14.5 km). (You can also descend via the Mist Trail, which will make the distance a little less.) This hike is strenuous. If you have trouble ascending the Four Mile Trail, I recommend returning down it, instead of taking the Panorama Trail. The Four Mile Trail consists almost completely of switchbacks (many of which are shaded). When it's time to leave, you can return via the Four Mile Trail, or you can descend via the Panorama Trail. From the Panorama Trail, you get various, and oft times unfamiliar, views of Half Dome, Clouds Rest, Nevada and Vernal Falls, and many other peaks. You also get the best (and basically, only) view of Illilouette Fall-- a treat. You'll descend the Panorama Trail via switchbacks until you reach Illilouette Creek (if you reach Illilouette Creek and you haven't seen the waterfall, return up the trail a short distance to the viewpoint). After you pass Illilouette Creek (use extreme caution around the stream), you will ascend sunny switchbacks. Eventually you will begin a descent in a well shaded portion of the trail and reach the top of Nevada Fall. From here you can choose to descend via the John Muir Trail or via the Mist Trail (for descriptions of both, read the "Mist Trail" section above).
SENTINEL DOME and TAFT POINT (June-October)
These are two relatively easy and very rewarding short hikes. To reach the trailhead, drive 13.2 mi (21.2 km) on the Glacier Point Road from its junction with the Wawona Road (or, if driving back towards the Wawona Road from Glacier Point, 2.3 mi (3.7 km)) to the signed parking area on the north side of the road. Both trails start at this trailhead and both are approximately 2 mi (3.2 km) round trip. Unlike many trails in Yosemite, these are also relatively flat. The Sentinel Dome trail has a bit of steep climbing just before you reach Sentinel Dome, and the Taft Point trail descends a little bit right before Taft Point. You may see wildflowers (especially along the Taft Point Trail) and though the views rival that from Glacier Point, you will see relatively few people.
Popular Wawona-Area Hikes
CHILNUALNA FALLS (April-October)
This is the only waterfall in the Wawona area, but it's quite different than those found in Yosemite Valley in that it's really a series of cascades. In order to see the largest of these, it is necessary to hike. The signed trailhead is on the Chilnualna Falls Road in Wawona. The hike is 4.1 mi (6.6 km) one way and gains about 2,000 ft (600 m). It is a fairly pleasant hike with nice views. Late in the summer, many people enjoy swimming near the top (and bottom)... do this at your own risk.
MARIPOSA GROVE (May-October)
The Mariposa Grove contains the largest Giant Sequoias in Yosemite and is the only grove containing a living tunnel tree. The trailhead is in the upper end of the Mariposa Grove parking lot (consider taking the shuttle during the summer). Most people walk 0.8 mi (1.3 km) one way to the Grizzly Giant and the California Tunnel Tree. This takes about 45 minutes to an hour (round trip). However, if you have a few hours, continue up the trail (straight through the tunnel tree) to the Upper Portion of the Mariposa Grove. There are a few ways to go (see a map), but whichever way you go you'll notice few Giant Sequoias past the Lower Grove due to the steep, dry slopes. Once you reach the Upper Grove, you'll see many Sequoias (of all ages). You'll also notice that the forest is more open. The presence of young Sequoias (many more than in the Lower Grove) and the openness of the forest is a result of the return of fire to the Upper Grove, which is a natural part of the ecosystem. The Upper Grove has a small museum, bathrooms, and a water fountain, in addition to some famous Sequoias, including the Fallen Wawona Tunnel Tree (see the appendix), the Telescope Tree, and the Galen Clark Tree. Allow about 3 hours to return to the trailhead.
Rules for backpackers:
Wilderness permits are now available from the Yosemite Association. About 50% of the trailhead's quota is reserved in advance ($3 fee), and the other 50% is available on a first come, first served basis. Reserved permits are available 24 weeks (though no less than 2 days) in advance. For recorded permit information, call 209-372-0310; for permit reservations, call 209-372-0740 between 8am and 5pm Pacific Time.
PROPER FOOD STORAGE is required. Above treeline, you MUST use a bear-proof bear canister! Below treeline, you may hang your food, but be forewarned that during the summer of 1999, bears routinely got hung food. NPS VERY STRONGLY recommends use of a bear canister, which you may rent for $3/per TRIP (not per day) from any permit station in the park (pick it up when you get your permit!) Bear boxes are available at all High Sierra Camps and at the campground in Little Yosemite Valley.
Popular backpacks are in the Tuolumne Meadows area, in the Tenaya Lake/Clouds Rest area, and around Little Yosemite Valley. Permits for these areas are most difficult to obtain. There are many areas in Yosemite's backcountry that equal the beauty of the popular places, but are much more remote, and therefore less crowded and easier to obtain permits for.
WHAT TO DO: Visitor Centers and Museums
Yosemite Valley
The main visitor center in Yosemite is located in Yosemite Village. The Valley Visitor Center has various natural history exhibits and the Yosemite Bookstore. Rangers or volunteers are on hand to answer any questions you may have.
Also in Yosemite Village is the Yosemite Museum, which includes an art gallery (summer), and the Indian Cultural Museum. Behind the museum is a reconstructed Miwok Indian Village.
The LeConte Memorial is a small structure near Housekeeping Camp staffed by Sierra Club volunteers. Various presentations occur during summer.
The Happy Isles Nature Center, located near the end of the John Muir Trail at Happy Isles, houses a variety of excellent natural history exhibits. Great for kids (and adults). There is a small Yosemite Bookstore here. Open May-September.
Tuolumne Meadows
The Tuolumne Meadows Visitor Center offers a small, but impressive, collection of preserved plants and animals. Rangers are available for questions. There is a small Yosemite Bookstore here. Open summer.
Parsons Lodge, built in 1915 by the Sierra Club, has a focus on human history in the Tuolumne Meadows area. Open summer.
Wawona and The Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias
The Pioneer Yosemite History Center has relocated historic buildings and horse drawn wagons. During summer, volunteers portray pioneers and occupy the historic buildings. Wagon rides are offered (for a small fee) that take visitors across the historic covered bridge. During the rest of the year, a self-guided tour is available. There is a small Yosemite Bookstore here (during summer and early fall).
The Mariposa Grove Museum is located in a small log cabin in the Mariposa Grove and has various exhibits interpreting the natural history of the giant sequoia, and a Yosemite Bookstore. Open summer to early fall.
WHAT TO DO: Interpretive Activities
The Park Service, concessionnaire (DNC), and other organizations offer interpretive activities year-round in Yosemite. These activities include campfire talks, ranger walks emphasizing various subjects, and slide shows. The Yosemite Theater in Yosemite Village offers live stage-theater and film programs, including Lee Stetson's famous portrayals of John Muir. Tickets may be bought in advance to ensure seating (available at the Valley Visitor Center, or at the Theater's door, if seating is available). For complete information and schedules, look in the Yosemite Guide.
During the summer, interpretive walks and talks are offered in Yosemite Valley, at Glacier Point, Wawona, Mariposa Grove, Crane Flat and Big Oak Flat, White Wolf, and Tuolumne Meadows. During winter, activities are offered in Yosemite Valley and Badger Pass Ski Area. Schedules are posted and are published in the Yosemite Guide.
The Yosemite Association offers a variety of natural history and other outdoors seminars throughout the year. Most of the seminars involve short hikes or backpacks. A free catalog describing the seminars, their requirements, and the costs is available from the Yosemite Association. For information call 209-379-2321.
The Yosemite Institute offers excellent week-long outdoor education programs, mostly for junior high school and high school classes. For more information, call 209-372-4441.
The National Park Service Branch of Education offers junior ranger programs (July through early September) and school programs. For more information, call 209-375-9505.
WHAT TO DO: Biking, River activities, Climbing, Tours
For information on winter activities, see the winter section of this FAQ.
Bicycles can be rented from Curry Village during the summer and Yosemite Lodge year round (weather permitting). Bicycles, whether rented or your own, may only be ridden on roads and designated paved bike paths (a designated bike path has a yellow stripe down the middle). Bicycles are NEVER allowed on poorly paved or unpaved trails. Pedestrians always have the right of way: keep in mind that bike paths are not reserved only for bicyclists, but that pedestrians frequently use them. Please use appropriate lighting when riding bicycles at night.
The rivers of Yosemite offer many recreational activities. During early summer, many people enjoy calm-water rafting in eastern Yosemite Valley. The rivers may be off-limits when the water level is too high and rafting may be prohibited when discharge is too low. ALL rafters are required to have life preservers. Catch-and-release fishing for native rainbow trout is allowed, but a valid California fishing license is required for adults. Swimming is allowed when the river's discharge is not too high (usually by mid or late summer). Try to avoid walking and climbing on the riverbanks, as this results in a large amount of bank erosion. The best place to enter or exit the river is at sand bars, not at steep banks. DO NOT ENTER OR EXIT THE RIVER via steep banks! Please stay out of closed areas along the river.
During winter, Badger Pass ski area is open for downhill and cross-country skiing, snowboarding, and snowshoeing (no sledding). Rentals are available at Badger Pass. Most of the park is open for cross-country skiing during winter (wilderness permit is required for overnight trips), though only Badger Pass/Glacier Point, Crane Flat, and the Mariposa Grove areas have marked trails.
Yosemite has downhill and cross-country ski schools, for more information, call: Cross-country ski school: 209-372-1244 Downhill ski school: 209-372-1000
Curry Village has an ice-rink (winter only). Rental skates are available.
Yosemite is world-renowned for its rock climbing opportunities. Climbs within the park range from grade I through grade VI. Backcountry permits are required for overnight climbs. The Yosemite Mountaineering School offers instruction in rock climbing. For more information, call 209-372-8344.
Horse, mule, burro, and llama riding are permitted in the park. The Yosemite Stables offers mule rides in Yosemite Valley and Wawona in spring through fall, and in Tuolumne Meadows in summer. Horses and other such animals are not permitted in the Mariposa Grove (except on the Outer Loop Trail) and on steep trails. Ask about restrictions at the nearest visitor center.
The concessionnaire (DNC) offers, for a fee, various sightseeing tours in different parts of the park. Tours are offered in Yosemite Valley (year round), Mariposa Grove (spring-fall), Tioga Road/Tuolumne Meadows (summer), and Glacier Point (summer-fall). For more information, call 209-372-1240.
Winter Driving
Snow chains may be required on any park road AT ANY TIME. Winter storms can occur any time from September through May. Therefore, you MUST carry snow chains that fit on the tires of the vehicle you're driving and know how to use them between November 1st and March 31st. After winter storms, roads that are normally open may be closed temporarily.
For up-to-date recorded road and weather information in Yosemite, call 209-372-0200 or go to http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo/do10map.htm and http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo/do9map.htm for road information for roads leading into Yosemite (and sometimes in Yosemite). Visit http://www.nps.gov/yose/roads.htm for road information inside Yosemite; call 209-372-0200 for the most current conditions.
Skiing and Ice-skating
During winter, Badger Pass ski area is open for downhill skiing and cross-country skiing (no sledding). Most of the park is open for cross-country skiing during winter (wilderness permit is required for overnight trips), though only Badger Pass, Crane Flat, and the Mariposa Grove areas have marked trails.
Yosemite has downhill and cross-country ski schools, for more information, call: Cross-country ski school: 209-372-1244, Downhill ski school: 209-372-1000
Curry Village has an ice-rink. Rental skates are available.
River Activities
Water temperatures in streams are near or at freezing during winter. Thin ice may exist. Therefore, extreme caution should be exercised near rivers.
Hypothermia
Even with relatively warm daytime temperatures around 50°F (10°C) in Yosemite Valley, it is easy to become affected by hypothermia. To avoid hypothermia, keep yourself and your clothes dry. Physical exhaustion and lack of food increase your susceptibility to hypothermia. Synthetic fabrics, silk, or wool should be worn in place of cotton fabrics. Additionally, do not exercise to the point of exhaustion and be sure to eat plenty of food (especially carbohydrates) and drink plenty of water. Be familiar with the symptoms and treatments for hypothermia. Hypothermia is a potentially fatal injury.
WHERE TO GET MORE INFORMATION ABOUT YOSEMITE
For general park information:
Yosemite Public Information, PO Box Box 577, Yosemite, CA 95389
The National Park Service Interpretation Division also has a useful Yosemite FAQ.
Phone numbers:
209-372-0200 (recording for all sorts of information, can also connect to a live person Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm)
209-372-0740 (wilderness permit reservations)
209-372-1000 ( DNC Parks & Resorts at Yosemite: lodging and ski information)
Support organizations
Yosemite Association, PO Box 545, Yosemite National Park, CA 95389
209-372-2646 http://www.yosemite.org/
YA is the local cooperating association for Yosemite National Park. As a non-profit organization, it donates most of its profits to park service education, interpretive, and research activities in Yosemite. YA operates the Yosemite Bookstores in the Yosemite visitor centers, the Ostrander Ski Hut, Wilderness Permit reservations, and Yosemite Field Seminars, among other things. Formerly the Yosemite Natural History Association. For membership and other information, call or write.
Yosemite Fund, PO Box 637, Yosemite National Park, CA 95389
415-434-1782 http://www.yosemitefund.org/
Established by the Yosemite Association, YF, now a separate organization, funds many projects in Yosemite, including meadow restoration projects and the placing of bear boxes in Yosemite campgrounds.
Yosemite Institute, PO Box 487, Yosemite National Park, CA 95389
209-379-9511 http://www.yni.org/yi/
The Yosemite Institute, YI, provides various environmental educational programs, mostly for junior high and high school children.
Accomodations
For hotel-style accomodations in Yosemite: DNC Parks & Resorts at Yosemite, 5410 East Home Avenue, Fresno, CA 93727, 559-253-5635, http://www.yosemitepark.com/ (Formerly the Yosemite Park and Curry Company.)
For hotel-style accomodations outside of Yosemite, please see http://www.yosemite.ca.us/lodging.html
For campground reservations in Yosemite:
National Park Reservation System [Biospherics] PO Box 1600, Cumberland, MD 21502
For information on campgrounds outside Yosemite:
Chambers of Commerce
There are numerous private campgrounds outside Yosemite National Park. For information about these campgrounds and other accomodations outside Yosemite, contact the appropriate Chamber of Commerce:
This list of works is not a complete list, but a compilation of the most useful books I have found. These and more books on Yosemite are at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/bookstore/ The complete text for some historical books is available online. See http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/
All these books are available from the Yosemite Association, from the publisher, from local bookstores, and from http://www.yosemite.ca.us/bookstore/
Update: The authors of the Farley comic strip have a new book out. New books by Shirley Sargent, Al Runte, Sellars, others....
General
Hiking
History
The complete text for selected historical Yosemite books are available online. See http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/
Geology
Biology
Maps
Various maps of Yosemite are published by Wilderness Press, US Geological Survey (USGS), and Trails Illustrated. These maps are available in Yosemite, at your local map store, from the publishers, and at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/bookstore/
Historical maps of Yosemite are available online at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/maps/.
The following selected Yosemite books are available online at http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/This portion of the FAQ actually answers the "real" Frequently-asked questions!
The Firefall
The Firefall, a tradition for many years, occurred each summer night, when glowing embers were pushed off of Glacier Point-- a glowing waterfall.
The Firefall began in July 1872 when James McCauley pushed off the remains of a barbeque fire. He had planned a barbeque at his hotel at Glacier Point, the Mountain House, but no one showed up, so he shoved the coals off the cliff in disgust. People in Yosemite Valley marveled at the spectacle, and urged him to do it again, so he did for several years. (An alternative version is that McCauley planned the Firefall for July 4th, to outdo others' plans for fireworks.)
In 1899, the Curry Family left Yellowstone NP, where they had a small business, for Yosemite Valley and established a small tent-cabin camp, appropriately named Camp Curry (now Curry Village). Curry, an astute businessman, needed an attraction to draw people to his new camp, and since Camp Curry was perfectly located to view the Firefall, he revived it. In 1913, the Department of the Interior (the National Park Service was not created until 1916) banned the Firefall, ostensibly for safety reasons, but more likely as a punishment for Curry's persistent and irritating requests for more privileges. (Competition between the various concessions was very intense; difficulties arising from competition lead the NPS, in 1925, to force Curry Company to merge with the other large concession, Yosemite Park Company, to form Yosemite Park and Curry Company, which remained the park's chief concessioner until 1993, when it was replaced by DNC Parks & Resorts at Yosemite). However, the National Park Service reinstated the Firefall in 1917.
Finally, in 1968, the Firefall was abolished for several reasons. First of all, Yosemite National Park is protected mostly for its natural features, and the Firefall, an artificial attraction that drew additional visitors at a time when visitation was increasing dramatically anyway, was out of place. Additionally, excessive environmental damage, especially to eastern Yosemite Valley's meadows, was occurring due to the the large crowds that gathered in the meadows to watch the Firefall. In addition, major traffic jams occurred while everyone stopped to watch.
For a 1936 sketch of the firefall see “Yosemite Fire Fall” in Yosemite Indians and Other Sketches (1936) by Mrs. H. J. Taylor. For a popular version, see “How the Firefall Began” in Yosemite Yarns (1962) by Laurence Degnan and Douglass Hubbard.
The Tunnel Trees
Three giant sequoias have had man-made tunnels cut through them in Yosemite. The Old Big Oak Flat Road ran right through the Tuolumne Tunnel Tree (cut in 1878) until it was closed in 1992. Tunnels were cut through the Wawona and California Trees in the Mariposa Grove in 1881 and 1895, respectively. A road ran through both. In the winter of 1968-1969, the Wawona Tunnel Tree toppled due to snow accumulation on its branches. The road that previously ran through the California Tunnel Tree was rerouted around it in 1932. So, no, it is not possible to drive through a tree in Yosemite, though you can walk through both the Tuolumne Tunnel Tree and the California Tunnel Tree.
Camping on Half Dome
No longer allowed. Campers were burning the remaining trees on top and leaving trash and human waste.
The disappearance of Mirror Lake
Mirror Lake has always been a favorite stopping place for Yosemite tourists, however since 1971 it has been shrinking. The lake was formed on Tenaya Creek by a rockfall dam that was later enlarged by humans, but sediment carried by Tenaya Creek has slowly filled the lake. For several decades (since 1914) the National Park Service (before 1916, the Dept. of Interior) dredged the lake to keep it from filling in and in order to use the sand on roads during the winter. However, in the 1970s, the NPS decided that natural processes should prevail in Yosemite and have since stopped dredging the lake. Eventually, sand and mud will fill in the lake completely... creating a new meadow. A similar process is occurring at Siesta Lake, along the Tioga Road.
The Happy Isles rockfall of June, 1996
At 6:52 PDT on 10 June 1996, a portion of the cliff near Glacier Point came crashing down into the Happy Isles area in Yosemite Valley. From below, the scar from where the rocks fell looks tiny, but a total of about 78,000 cubic yards (60,000 cubic meters) of granitic rock fell (that's about the same as a cube with sides of 43 yds (39 m)).
Rockfalls are a continuing natural process in Yosemite and have been occurring there for millions of years. In fact, Yosemite Valley looks the way it does in part because of rockfalls. What was unusual about this rockfall is that the rocks, rather than sliding, free-fell much of the way down. The result was an air blast (think of what happens when you drop a book on a table) that created hurricane-force winds. These winds are what caused all of the damage-- falling rocks caused none. The winds knocked over hundreds of trees, some of which fell into the snack stand, destroying it, into the nature center, damaging it, and over several footbridges, damaging or destroying some of them. One person was killed and another paralyzed.
The Flood of 1997
By January 1st, 1997, the Yosemite region was covered by a significant amount of snow. A series of warm storms dumped rain to elevations up to about 10,000 feet. The warm rain not only ran off into streams, but also melted snow (which also ran off into streams). As a result, Yosemite's streams quickly flooded. The 1997 flood was the largest recorded flood (though historic floods prior to 1915 may have been larger) in Yosemite's history. All of the largest floods have resulted from rain falling on snow. Other such floods occurred in 1937, 1955, 1960, and 1964; several of these were nearly as large as the 1997 flood (which has been classified as a 60-year flood, if I remember correctly). Damage from the 1997 flood included major damage to the El Portal Road (Hwy 140 inside the park) and other minor road damage; Yosemite Lodge cabins, and several valley campgrounds.
The Yosemite Valley Plan
Perhaps you have heard about the Yosemite Valley Plan. An early incarnation of the plan, called the Draft Valley Implementation Plan, was withdrawn by NPS in 1998 after after a judge, in a preliminary ruling, agreed with the Sierra Club that valley planning (which at the time including the VIP, Lodge DCP, and Valley Housing Plan) was fragmented. (Public opinion of the plan wasn't all that great, either.)
The National Park Service, in response to public comments, decided to combine all valley planning into one document, the Yosemite Valley Plan. The plan will be released sometime in 2000.
The goal of the Yosemite Valley Plan is NOT only to reduce traffic congestion. In fact, the driving force behind the YVP is improvement of the protection of Yosemite Valley's natural and cultural resources and improvement in the experience visitors have when visiting the valley.
Constraints on development of facilities (including lodging, campgrounds, and concessioner housing) include minimizing:
Visit http://www.nps.gov/yose/planning/ for more information.
What does Yosemite and Ahwahnee mean? [by Dan Anderson]
Yosemite means “those who kill.” The term was used originally by the surrounding Miwok tribes to refer to the Indians that occupied Yosemite Valley. The occupiers were a band of renegade Indians who were much feared by neighboring tribes. Yosemite Valley was named in 1851 by Mr. Bunnell. Mr. Bunnell was part of the Mariposa Battalion, which was sent in capture the Yosemite Indians. The Valley was named in honor of the soon-to-be-captives.
The Yosemite Indians referred to themselves as Ah-wah-ne-chee or “dwellers of Ahwahnee.” Ahwahnee (or Awooni or Owwo) was the original name for Yosemite Valley. It means (gaping) “mouth,” which referred to the deep opening of Yosemite Valley in the Sierra Nevada.
For more details on the origin and meaning of Yosemite see http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/origin_of_word_yosemite.html
Thanks to the following for providing information to the following sections:
This FAQ was initially compiled by Jeffrey Trust, a geologist formerly at California State University Northridge and long-time park ranger at Yosemite National Park. His specialities are lithological geomorphology, Sierra Nevada, Owens Valley, and glacial geomorphology. His photograph of Half Dome at Sunset is at the official NPS Yosemite website.
The National Park Service Interpretation Division also has a useful Yosemite FAQ.
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