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As one of Yosemite’s
interpretive rangers, &
e vorite part of my job
is giving evening presen-
tations around the camp-
fire to park Visitors. It's a
special time shared by 2
oup of people drawn
together by Yosemite's
many wondets. Buton
several occasions, I've
been frustrated in My
efforts to inspire my lis-
teners by the following

o ol
| TUDL
Sccurrence. 1here [ am,
beginning the final story
in my carefully orches-
trated program- The
fire has bumed to @ rich,
even glow. The South
Fork of the Merced
River murmuts a short
Jistance away, creating
the pertect ambiance at
the Wawona camp-
ground. The audience
sits quietly absorbed in

my campfire yarm.
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Five stxty-foot nets were streiched abotr ane foot alove tie
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witer: Four '-",? the Ve 1igls teached two meters above the

water, The final one was stretched three meters in lropes &f

caprring the elusive Eumops perotis.

Suddenty, a faceless voicein
the audience cries, “Look outl
A bael”

Repeatedly the spell [ have
so deliberarely cast has been
braken by unschedufed aerial
assaults, Quiet reveries have
been replaced by something
miore akin to pandemonium
Time and time again, I've been
upstaged by the fanciful Hight
of the word's ooly Bying mam-
mal — the bat. Weishing as
little as four or five srams, this
flying wonder is a heavywelght
in its disrupdve effect,

In an effort to recapture my
audience, I decided to research
some basic information abour
one of Yosemite's most visible
noectumal creatures, But Tstill
didn't qualify as a big hat fan. In
fact, | continued to classify
them as a nocturnal nuisance,

Atleast, thatis, untd] a ream
of hat researchers arrived in
Wawona last summer, Inmy
cutiosity; 1 chose to volunteer
and assist in capturing bats as
part of an effort to leam how
mary different species inhabit
the southern portoon of the
park, Bat researchers, D Eliza-
beth (Dixie) Pierson and D
William {Bill} Bainey, were visit-
ing the park for the third con-
secutive year

Until recently, bat research
in the park has been very
limited, As Plerson and
Rainey reported in their 1993
findings, “Although bats com-
prise a major percentage of
the mammalian fauna of Yo-
semite Madonal Park, bat di-
veersity has not been formally
investigated in the park since
the waork of Joseph Grinnell
ik 19207

As they traveled o different
parts of the park for their re-
search, Dixie Pierton and Bill
Rainey looked at the distribu-
tion and abundance of bats
across the vaged habitats and

great elevation range of Yosem-

ite, In addifion, they sought
information on the-distribution
of tweo rare clilf dwelling spe-
cies, the mastiff bat (Fumops
perotis) and the spotted bat
{Eriderma maculiiiing.

In the summer of 1993, a
spotted bat was caught by this
team near Mirror Lalke, exam-
ined, and released. Thiswas a
prize catch, being the frst net-
ting of & live spotted batin
Califomia. The only Former
evidence of their existence was
from dead specimens found

geveral decades earlier.

Bat Diversity

A survey of bat diversity can
involve several methods of in-
ventory. Visual inspection af
roosts can reveal information
about varieries of bat species
that tend to colonize, Acoustic
surveys use ultrasound detec-
tors to record the different
types of sounds used in echo-
location of the bat's prey, But
the best method of sampling
general bat diversity is mist net-
ting, a practice that involves the
capture of individual bats for
study, then release.

“Using mist nets for batsisa
relatvely recent innovation,”
Bill eseplained. “Classical bat
inventory wark
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relied heavily on shooting them
and making study skins of the
dead animals. ivlist netting is
more analogous to modem
carch and release trout fishing.”

Mist netting was a key facrar
in the great Wawaona bat hunt
ob1994. Eardy in that August
evening, hoirs before sunset,
we arrived atwhat was selected
as asuitable capture site. The
night's bat party included Dixie
and Bill; several associates and
student assistants; Yosemute's
Acting Chief Naturalist, Mau-
reen Loughling and a couple of
ranget/naturalists. The chosen
siee was along the river, next
the Wawona golf course.

The Great Wawona
Bat Hunt

The frst order of business
was to setup the mist nets.
The mist niet isa cleverly de-
signed piece of light nylon
strong encugh to catch birds —
or bats. Running my fingers
along its tough, lacy fabric, |
wag reminded of reinforted hair
netting. Mist netting is an im-
portant means of surveying the
bat population because it pro-
vides in-hand observations, but
a night’s catch is not necessarily
a representa-

ave sample of the bat popula-
tion. Because of differences in
foraging behaviors, some
species are simply easier to
catch than others, and those
species have a greater represen-
tatian in the nét.

The mist net was stretched
across the river to catch bats
which use the South Fork asa
fysway in their nightly pursuit
of prey. Bats employ a unigque
method of locating their prey
called echo-location. Emittng
high frequency pulses and lis-
tening for the echo bouncing
back, they are able to detect
fhying insects such as moths
and maosquitoes. Bats have a
voracious appetite, with some
species catching their body
weeight in insects every night

Five sixty-foot néts were
stretched about one foot above
the-water. Four of the five nets
reached two meters above
the water, The final one was
stretched three meters inhopes |
af capturing the elusive Fumops
perats, which tends to [y highes
than the other species. Com-
monly called the greater mastiff
bat, Eumops 15 the largest bar
found in MNorth America, Bven
a beginning batter like tovself

soon appreciated that
the Eumops would be a
great catch,
“No ane told me that
capruring bats 15 an
aquatic sport,” | thought
to myself as T plunged
into the South Fark
weeating my boots and
jeans. The more expeti-
enced bat hunters ca-
sually pulled on their
waders and wet suits.
Fortunately, in eatly

level was only about
thigh deep, and the
temperature was
quite comfortable;
Still, T could easily
imagine myself a
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8y the end of the night we had caugfit 54 bats. Pictured

yere dre the Fuderma maculatum, spotted bat, and

Eumops perotis, westem mastiff bat,

fevw hours later, stumbling
across mossy rocks and fAoun-
dering in the darkness trying to
reach the mise nets that streech
across the river Luckily, stealth
is not an important factor ance
bats are in the net.

By dusk the netswere opened
lit's poor form to open the nets
eatly ard possibly catch & bird
on its way to the roest). The
experienced batters stood by a
net, eating a bit of dinner before
our anticipated visitors ammved.

Several research assistants
were above the river bed, track-
ing the Hight of different species
with audio detectors that can
identify species whose volces
are too higha frequency to
be heard by the unaided ear
I'he ulrrasound bat detectors
allowed the researchers to re-
cord the bats' silent symphory
which will later be transposed
mto a visual sonograrm.

Within minutes of opening
the nets, four tiny Advoits pui-
ueyis entangled themselves
while hunbing insects near the
wiater's surface. On this scien-
tific expedidon the yuma bat
whas casually referred to as
the “yurm-yum," or i the
plural, “yummies.”

Although I was excited as 1
waded out to assist in untan-
gling the creatures, I could tell
by the reaction of the experi-
enced bat-catchers that these
eatly arrivals were clearly ex-
pected. “Just like human een-
agers outwith the keys to the
car for the st ome,” Dixde ex-
plained tome as her Angers
nirnbly extracted our tangled
visitor, “the young Myots
getcareless”

[ was content to watch the
previously immunized biola-
gists handle the hats, sinee ra-
bies is present in bars and is not
a disease o be taken lightly. But
research reveals that less than a
halE of 1% of bats contrace ra-
bies (about the same frequency

as ather animals). OF course no
wild animals, bats included,
should be handled if encoun:
tered by hikers or campers

Bat Anatomy

I the middle of the fdver, |
received my frst lesson in bat
anatomy as Dixie spread a wing
w0 show the fine membranes
that stretch across the “hand”
of the bat, The kand is indeed

similar to our own, with thumb

FAGE THEREE

and Hngers: In fact, the biclogi-
cal family name for bats is Ch-
raptera, meaning “hand-wing."
The wing is made up of a
menbrane it!'E:T.Chil‘LE, herwieen
the fingers, similar in thickness

and strength to a sandwich bag:

The translucent membrane 1s
permeated with blood vessels,
This vascular membrane not
only provides enough blood
and oxygen to the wing during
Hight, but alse helps in cooling

the bat while aitbome. Some
bats hawve even been observed
using their wings during aerial
assaults to capture prey. They
use their wings like baseball
gloves, snagping insects and
swatting them into theirmouths.
Sometimes they trap mothsin
the pocket of skin between the
rear fest, then In a swilt somer-
sault monon; duck their heads
into the pocket fora quick in-
Hight snack.

The Myatis weas carefully
placed in a small cloth sack
a bat in the bag. Once on shore,
the bag holding the bat was
transferred to a washmib-sized
plastic box Blled with strings
of dothespins: The bag was
clipped inside the box to keep
the bar secure and warm until
its ome for data collection. The
tubwas dubbed the “bat hotel.”
This bat was the hotel's frst
guest of the night, but business
proved to be brisk. Soon there
was a line of small cloth bags
clipped neatly ina row,

By the end of the night {after
three hours of netting), we had
caught and released hifty-four
bats — an impressive batting
average. | thoughrof the many
Hehermen who have walked
the same banks for hours with-
out even a nibble, The Sauth
Fork, | decided, was much bet-
ter for batting than for fishing,

*1'll definitely need a glove to
untangle this one,” Dixde com-
mented as she identified the
struggling creature as Eptesious
fuscus, the big brown bat, Al-
though the big breown bat was
definitely brown, & didn't look
very big, To my untrained eye,
the hig brown bat looked-about
the same as all the others. Our
first bats, the Myous, were about
the size ofa small flying cotton
ball. The hig brown bat loaked
to be the size of 5 large cotton
ball. In comparison, the body of
the larpest bat we would carch,
a Lwmops, the greater mastitf,
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As the might progressed, so did the number of specimens in
our temporary collection. The catch veas quite successful —
so-much so that we had to post.a “No Vacancy” sign on the

bat hotel before miduight.

was-about the size of a winged
etnissant (to use nonmetric
measurement).

Helding the big brown bat in
the gloved hand and working
the net with her free hand,
Dixie commenied, "These guys
are feisty.” She paused briefly,
1 respect that. " | also was de-
veloping an increased respect
for therm as 1 learned more
about these noctumal creatures,

As the night progressed, so
did the number of specimensin
our temporary collection. The
catch was quite successful —so
much so that we had to post a
“MNa Vacancy” sign on the bat
hatel before midnight. [ Found
myself in the rver less often,
It's not that I'd grown blase, just
mote diseriminating, 1 waded
itibe the water, but only to ex-
amine new species: To oy dis-
appointment, by 10:30 pom;
there was still no sign of a mas-
tiff, and the nets were sched-
uled to be taken down in less
than thirty minutes,

The Short Stay at Bat Hotel

Cn this [inal mght of the in-
ventory, the group wanted to
finish early (early this night was
1:30 a.m.), so the nets-had o be
down by 11:00 p.m. Meanwhile,
Dixie began to examine each
batand tocollect data. The bars
that screeched and seruggled in
the nets a fewr minutes before
seemed docile as they were
handled for examination. Sit-
ting at a portable table near
the river, Dixig peered into a
binocular microscope, deter-
mining such things as gender,
age and amount of tooth wear.
The length of the forearm
wias measured along with the
weight of each animal. In pay-
ment for their temporary lodg-
ing in the bat hotel, the guests
wete expected to leave a small
deposit — of guano, The bat
scat will be examined later for
remaing of insect pares to deter-

mine the feeding habits of dif-
ferent species,

Durinig their short stay in
the bat hotel, many bats en-
tered a slightly torpid sate.
Dixie slipped one young bat
under her jacket, warming it up
before releasing it. Ray Miller, a
research associake, did likewize.
“Bats have a normal tempera-
ture of one hundred and seven
degrees,” Ray explained, “Even
aur body heat is barely enough
to jump start a siuggish bat.”

Ray was in charge of care-
fully launching the bats back
into their aenal habitat, Bats are
used to beginning a Hight from
their elevated roosts in trees
and cliffs rather than from near
ground level, so precautions
were taken to provide them
enough height to gain momen-
tum for successbul flight. As if
someone had just let the bat out
of the bag, most eagerly took
wing. Coaching the reluctant
ones like personal prateges, Ray
gently tossed one after another
into the air, following their pro-
gress with a spotlight to con-
birm successful departures,

Az we finished examining the
bars; Bill was in the rver, taking
down the nets. His work was
intermupted at regular intervals
by thoughtless bats who didn't
realize we were trying to finish
up far the evening. Finally he
clambered up the bank af the
river bed.

Eumaps — The Finale

“The last bar of the evening,
he said with a triumpharit
wvoice, "Guess which oned”

"Eumeps!” Dixie guessed. Bill
gently handed her the bag with
the catch of the night. Forget-
ting the work at hand, Dixie
slipped the Eumaps” head out
of the bag. Seeing only the
head, I could tell that it was by
far larger than any of the other
species we had captured. Al-
most reluctantly she slipped it

into the bag, and we continued
our bat invertory, saving the
Fumops as the finale.

‘Several bats later, it was time
to examine the final spm:ies the
Etumops: The nets were packed
up and the other species re-
leased, so evervone gathered
around to admire the large bat
With a professional exciterment,
they examined a large sack near
the animal's neck. After lock-
ing at the gland, Dixie absent-
mindedly stroked the fu.l.'nn the
back of the quiet creature. *Bats
are so gentle,” she said softhy.
“You'd never hold any ethar
wild animal like this. lma%ne ;
trying to hold a wood rat;

A tew photographs were
taken before DHxie climbed to
the roof of the van to give the
bat greater height for its take-
off: Aided by a careful toss, the
batglided silently inta the night,

It was early moming-and
the bags had been packed into
the van, but Maureen Loughlin,
Acting Chief Naturalist, dis-
cussed possible futire projects
with the bat teamy. IF unding is
available; perhaps radio teleme-
try devices can be purchased to
track the bats back to their day-
time roosts. In the course of a
night’s hunt, large bats can travel
perhaps as much as twenty-five
miles in search of enough food.
Twenty-five miles — as a bat
flies — covers a lot of terrtory
inYosemite. Bats roosting in
Tenaya Canyon or on the face
of Half Dome could cover large
porticns af Yosemite Valley
every night, Research in bat
ecology has been limited, so
information gained in Yosemite
could have much broader impli-
cations in the study of the for-
ested lands of western North
America,

The data had not been ana-
byzed for the night's bat inven-
tory, but immediate observa-
Hons revealed an amazingly
tich diversity of batspecies

living in the park. During the
night, we had trapped eleven
different species. The presence
of juveniles and nursing females
proved that the park supports
a reproductive population.
‘Yosemite is not just a park
playground for peaple, it an
important habitat for the pre-
servation of yer another variety
ot animal

The newly gained informas-
tion on bats will be helpful in
determining apprapriate park
inandgement stategies, Bridges
(important roostng sites for
bats) that are replaced or
newly-built can be designed to
provide space for that purpose:
Further investigation of aban-
doned mines around the parlc_
and the tole they play in provi
ing roosting habitat is needed.
According o last year's survey, |
the mastiff and the sported bat |
(both rare species) are believed
to roost and forage in popular
recreational use areas such as
rock faces and meadows. Rec
ativnal impact upon these sites
warrants further study.

How much the night's activi-
ties added to the scientific body
of knowledge abaut bats, |
don't know, But the experience
cermainly contributed to my
own knowledge as a anger/
naturalist. During future campe-
fires 1 will never look at bats in
the same way, Bats will be con
sidered honored guests, not
camplire competitors, Aswith
so many Helds of natural his-
tory, knowledge brings respect!
During my night of netting, |
had gained admiration, apprec
ation, and pethaps even a litde
affection for my former camp-
fire rival —the bac.

Jeff Lakr resides in Santa Mary
teaches social studies ar the
fntiar kil level, amd spemids
fis sunrmers e Wawona as i
rangernatiralise,



Zb WINTER 1395

.=
é“ﬁi‘
= o\
o
e
- 3K




PAGE B

YOSEMITE ASKOCIATICHN, WINTER 1558

Carl’s Final Days

Geargia Stigall

Carl Sharsmith prepared for
his 1994 season in Tuclumne
Meadows with the knowledge
that his health was Filing, but
with his ususl enthugiasm and
desire-to shate with Yosémite
visitors: In May he expressed
JOME CONCem 3bouE the up:
corming summer because he
held himself ro high wark stan-
dards, and he did not want o
Yot doven on the job." As June
approached, he regained his
confidepce. Carl was very happy
the day we drove from San Jose
to Tuolumne to begin work.

Each moming Cad joined
park visitors to wallc in the
meadow and share stories
and memaonies. As abways, he
brought joy and good humor to
those he miet. In July it became
apparent that Carl would need
mare assistance, so that he
could both fulfill his duty and
share his passion for Yosemite.
We brought Tom Ahern into
pur circle a8 Catl's artendant,
The additional assistance and
kindness provided by many
others, including Yosemite
fmends and visitors, was also
of gredt help:

Carl was able todomplere thi
season In Tuolumne Meadows
and had the satisfaction of
knevoing he-had done his job
well, Wi had made plans for
oy of our ustal fall Bay Area
putings, including birding aned
vistts with foends, However,
after retumning home to San
Jose, his health began to decline
rapidhy. We talked about how
he wanted to proceed; and he
was able to make decisions af-
fecring his care.

With the help of hospice,
he spent the final several days
of his life in his bed at home,
whire he wanted to be, Bee of
pain. His son John, friend and
attendant Tom, and [ were with
him, and he knew thatwe
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woald oot leave him. We lis-
tened to Mozarc and Beetho-
ven. We talked of Muir, operta,
Shakespeare, wildlife and a pro-
Rision of other favorite toples,

Friends visited
ind phoned to
express their love

and their A ;"
farewells, i

Carl abways ol
approached tasks ?fl:':. q‘ _
and projectsin is; e

life meticulously
and withoit hurmy; |+ =
his approach to dy-
l]'.l.g Was noeEe Lf[.'-"
don. He drew his
final breatlis quisty
atiel peacefully
When [ made 2
same phone calls
after hie feft us that
maorming; [ simply

stated that he had gone hiking
with Muir and Ferdinand. 1
could well imaging the three
of them jeytully and freely

bounding from peakk to peak in
their beloved Range of Light!
There wasa very encrgetic feels
ing that accompanied this no-
Hon . .. and i1 Fact) it snovwed in
Tuclumne that afternpon:

I will miss Carl for his love of
Yosemite, nature, music, leam-
ing, and literature. But more
thian anything Twill miss Caid
for the sheer joy and humot he
brought to-daily life. Our sim-
ple errands and rourme chores
were ennched by laughter and
a constant appreciation of the
birds, lowers, beed and people
that we saw in the coursé of
our meanderngs, [ will always
treasure having shared his like
these past few years and am
grateful roall of those who
helped make his life easier and
more joyviul

Georeia Sueall, foretinte Y4

SUPOrter Speil W garedl deal of
! —. = r |
trrie it Carl Sharseeatlt fie te
Bay Arvea and Yosewite deriing

A memorial fund las been
establisled for Carl Shar-
soith ar the Yosemite Associ-
ation. It will be designated for
a special project in Carl's |

these fast veirs ‘
|
|

HaTHE.
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. Carl Sharmith's reputa-
Son was well kniown to mi
fure | came to Yosemite to
Weork as a ranger, but [ never
Bad the opportunity to get to
Snow hirm well, Since we were
mationed in different parts of
park (Tuolumne Meadows
nd Waiwionz), our paths rareky
trossed during the four seasons
weworked concurrently as in-
precers. But during the train-
Wnss and occasional meetings
2ot we attended, | kept a sharp
but discreer eye on Carl. He
s so well respected and liked
shar, frankly, T wanted to emu-
e b
It weasa surprise when one
ey last summer, 1 saw Card
slowly walking up the trail
n the Mariposa Grove of
iant Sequoia Trees, His step
wasttspry, but lis progress
was steady, We greeted one
another as we passed on the
eail. This time my sharp eye
was rewarded as Tnoticed a
,ﬁm‘:n sequola cone in his hand.

¢ hrought it to his lips and
Bit off a fleshy portion of the
vone as ificwerea Granny
Stnith apple:

| had watched countless
chickarees and chip-

that ifa sequoia cone
was something that
\Carl nibbled on, then W
wanted to try one,
oo, He seemed to
savor this mountain
made snack. In face,
Especilated wildly,
perhaps Carl's famous
Songevity and good
| health were diie in part
 to the regular pamaking
af these cones of the
SIS,

It didn't take me long to

tating Carl

find a small sequoia cane, freshly
cut from the top boughs by an
accommodating squirrel. Partu-
natefy, [ had the'sense to find a
remate spot on the trail before
trying Carl's treat. | sunk my
teeth into the egg-sized cone ..
atleast | tried, It felt roughly
equivalent to rurming my fin-
gemails across & chalkboard, |
worried thar [ had scraped the
enamel offthe front of my teeth.
The sharp-acid taste stung my
tongue. Even while the first bite
rematned inmy moutdy, 1im-
mediately lost iy appetite for
the sequoia cone. Quickly, [
deposited the cone where the
original harvester might find it
for his winter stores.

For several hours, | picked at
the tough fibers of the cone still
widged between my teeth, Bug
even before T had successfully
removed the last fibers from
my teeth, | had leamed anim-
parant lesson from my briek
encounter on the tail with
Carl. Imitating his style didn't
work, Cad could, pethaps; be
emutlabed, bk mever imitated.
His Frendly manner was fa-
mous; his knowledge of the
high country, legendany.

There will never be another Card
Sharsrmith.
'I"II:;'I ‘r lh'l." i I{': Y Cgneir I.F'-!i .rl.'.:'-r.-';l'{'“
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The Last Leaf
Ofiver Wendell Holies

I sawe him once before,
As he passed by the door,
And again
The pavement stanes resound,
Ashe totters o'er the ground
With his cane,

They zay tharin his prime,

Ere the pruning-knife of Time
Ciut him desem,

Mot a better man was found

By the Crier on his mound
Through the towr,

But nicvae he walks the streets,

And he looks atall he meets
Sad and wan,

And be shakes his feeble head,

That it seerns as if he said,
They are gone.”

EXGE SEVEN

HATEMITH, 553

LR

The mossy marbles sest
On the lips that he had prest
In their bloom,
And the mames hie loved to hear
Hivvre been canvied For mmany' a year
Cn the tomb.

My grandmamma has said —

Poor old lady, she is dead
Langago —

That he lad a Roman nose,

And his cheel was like a rose
In the srowe

Bt nowe his nese is thin,
And it rests upon his chin
Like i staff,
And a'crook i5in hig back,
And amelancholy crack
Iy his laugh.

L enew it i3 sin

Fat me to sitand grin

At him here;

Butin the old three-
comered hat,

And the brepches, and all
that,

Are so queer!

And iF [ should lve to be
The lastleat upotr the
tree
In the spring,
Let them smile, as
| de now,
At the old forsaken

baugh
Where 1 cling,
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The Last Season

Jackie Koeniy =
Carl Sharsmith settled intoa
routine during his last summer
at Tualumne Meadavws. His
health failing, He would treat
park visitars to a moming spent
sitting in the meadow's bright
sunlight; as he told staties and
sang songs to those gathered
arotmnd him.

Diressed i hus tanger unifarm
and fus tmewom Stetsonshat,
“Sharsmith was a proud figure
ditting in a folding chair in the
wiattl meadow, During his
sieny-three vears in Yosemire,
an estimated sevetity-five thou-
sand people experienced this
special man. Many Hends re-
tumed Hine and again Methers
wiho had walked with him as
children retumid to introduce
their own youngstars:

Carl's stores wiere legendany.
Many wére about himsel He
gat started in Yosemite when
he was accepred by the Yosem-
ite Field School of Natugal His-
tary in 1930, This schoal was
the start of the Yosemite intee-
pretive oy naturalist program.
Whei called by others a Tuol-
umne Meadows “interpreten®
Cart quickly made known his
preference for the term “ranger-
naturalist,” He, after all, was not
*Interpreting”- he was simply
degcribing various elements of
the natural world — there was
noimerpreganen involved,

He humorously explained the
reasan for his-assigniment to
Tuglumne Meadows. The sum-
mer follaywing his Field Schaal
experience, Catl was asked to
jmin the MNational Park Service
staff In Yodiemite Valley. The
Firefall off Clacier Point was a
nighdy occurrence. Most park
wvisitors watched that display
in the evening, then quickly
relocated to the garbage dump
whiere the local bears cameto
tead each night. As dark des
cended, spotlights were timed

o the bears; who proceeded to
entertain the assembly One
mght Carl was assigned te give
atalk about the bears as they
ate. All swent well to Carl’s
mind, and he left pleased with
himself and satisfied that he
had heightened the apprécia-
tian af the park visicor for Usis
ANERGTHNE,

The next morming Cazl was
on duty at the Yosemite Mu-
seum when Colonel Chares
Goff Thomson, the park’s Su-
penntendent, approached him.
He'said, "I'was down ar the
bear pits last night.” Car's
chest swelled noticeably unnl
Colonel Thomson added, "Your
talk weas lousyl® Carl smiled
and reflected that he could still
hear the Superintendent’s enun-
ciation ol "lousy” as thowsh it
were yesterday. Soon after,
Colonel Themson reassigned
Carl to Tuclumne Meadows;

and, as they say, the rest s

histary. It was, of course,
exacthy where Carl wanted to
be, and he returned summer
after sUImimetr.

Card reminiscad about his life
away from the Meadows: Dur-
ing his childheod, his famuly
mowed to (Galveston, where
Carl was frequently beaten up
by rough students: At age four-
teen, he quit schoal, His family
then moved to San Francisco
where Carl's Father worked asa
chef ar the St Francis Hotel. For
a time Carl wasa go-ter, carny-
Ing supplies from the storeroom
to the kitchen,

He retuméd 1o [unior high
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schoal when e was ninzsteen.,
Iy those days, there was no such
thing as a high school equiva-
leney exam, so he padently
wiorked hisway through the
grades, “a man amang child-
ren,” his bioeraplier, Elizabeth
Stone O'Neill, wrate.

His patience and industry
weterewarded, In 1933, Carl
teceived his B S, deerec in
botany from the University of
Califomia at Los Angeles, and
his doctorate 18 1940 from UL,
Berkeley. After a long and suc-
cesstul academic career, Carl
retited from teaching at San
lose State Universiny twenty
years ago and began a project
he'd abways dreamed of —
identifying and organizing his
many plant specimens. The
product of his labom, now
know as the Carl Sharsmith
Herbaritim at 5an Jose State,
will soon be available world-
wide; tharks to computer
technology,

Cail also recalled old friends.
He had great atfection for ran-
ger Ferdinand Castills, the
Tioga Pass fixture who died
last Diecember: Anyone who
passed through the gate gora
fnendhy word from Ferdinand,
who could say *hello™ in every
language. Carl grieved for Ferdi-
nand this summern Almost ev-
ery time they got togetherin
their last fewe years, they had
recited, in spinted unison and
by leart, “The Lase LeaF" by
Ciliver Wendell Holmes, At sew-
enty-six and ninety-one years
respectively, Ferdinand and Carl
were certainly “last leaves upon

the treg.” Thejr combined expe-
rience spanned 101 summers in
the high country af Yesemite.

Totally uninhibited, Carl sat
iy the meadow in the middle of
the morming and sang for us, He
observed that people don't sing
much anymote, don't make up
songs. He sang us his own come
position, “Yosemite " with the
line, *we'll count the moments
wee spend aveay From you,”

Whierhe hinished his salle he
wionld escort hig audience o
his tent cabin, One day.as he
walked he crafted & magical
stony based on some yellow
Howers blooming on the lanks
of the river, He pointed to a
tiny plantwith his cane, and
showed such respect and appre=
ciation for it that it seemed te
gather glory as he spoke. .

Back ar the cabin, Carl wiould?
siton hissmall front porch,
drinking ginger ale and smoki
Prince Afbert in his-old cameot
pipe. He would pass around a
blank book. and each ofhis
puests would write hom g mes-
sage, Some peaple composed
bralliant statements abouat
nature, and children labored
over simple messages to him,
Undaubtedhy, Catl telished
EVETY:ENLTY.

Carl Sharsmith's last seasan
was & quiet one, Every day his.
soft voice related rich and wid
ranging stories, one after an-
other He was comfortably at
home in Tuslumne, reveled in
its ypecial hold on him, and falt
deep gratitude For his tme
there. Invariably, at che end of
his moming talk, Carl would
look around at his surmoundin
and declare, “God blessthe
meadow, [love it50." The Bl
Inp wag friutial, '
feackie Kovpdg, véteran il
and fourmal wifier sperds er
saipners o Fish i fost oy
stde Yosentite and free wilnters
it Ao
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Will the Real Mount Lyell Please Stand Upe

Swsan Gulun
Fhotograpls by the anthor

Smoking pantaloons. Or
rather, the smoking pantaloons
of Lord Horace Valpey Pullen,
Then there were the wild
horses, the Lucky Friday, the
Clueen of the West, and Camp
Jackson. Clues, every ane.
Clues to the tue locatnon of
Mount Lyell. Or at leage what
the folks of 1880s Mono Basin
believed to be Mount Lyell
The tallest peak in Yosemite
Magonal Farle-ar 13,114 feet
elevation; named by Willlam H.
Brewer and Charles B Hol-
mannin 1863, has been in the
same place on the map for the
past 131 years, Orhas it
Doubt about the peak's loca-
fion was noton my mind when
| chanced across & reference to
the e, Lyell area in anold
1880 newspaper. “In the prinei-
pal pine grove of the plateau
the town of Camp Jackson
was laid out in the palmy days
of Prescott, and here several
houses were built.” My mind
‘pecled. A town. Houses, Oh
boy. Where is this Camp Jacks
sont | read on. “The silver lodes
of Prescott, of which the Clueen
of the West is the most impor-
tant, trend northwest and
southeast across the lofry east-
em peak of Mount Lyell, which
rizes one mile and a half above
Camp Jackson.” OF course, ght
away, | didn't just WANT to
fnd it, | HAD to find it. Who
knows what tressures might
still be within Camp Jackson.
Dut came the appropriate
{5-minute topo maps (this was
 before the 7.5 minute maps
Cwere published in 1990 for
this area) - Tuclumne, Mono
Craters, Merced Peak, and
Devil's Postpile. Four maps
WETE Necessary since Mount
Lyell sits in the “Cuter Siberia”
{upper right comer) of the
Merced Peak Quadrangle and

spreads its flanks into three
nther quadrangles.

Several possible “plateau”
areas around Lyell showed up
swathed in the map's greén,
good sign, All [ had to da nest
was wait for summer. In the
meantime;, T continued expl;c:r—
ing old newspapers for any in-
fermation about the mining
districts in this region,

Where was Mt. Lyeli2

I leamed that on December
2B, 1884, Lord Horace Valpey
Pullen and Viscount Paul Bouze
(the grand ttles are suspect) left
Lundy (on the east side of the
Sierras, eight miles north of
Tioga Fass - as the crow flies)
bound for the southem porton
aof Prescott Mining Dhistrict.
Since this was mid-winter,
they struggled over snow and
fee, The next moming they
lef: Bennettville on 9-foot
“MNorwegian snowshoes™ —
cross country skis.

Two days later, as the article
reported, “The two men reached
Mount Gibbs on Sunday, the
B0th, and passing the night
with Orlando Fuller, procecded

across Mount Lyvell on Mariday.”

This was puzzling. What
happened to Mono Pass, Parker
Pass and the remainder of the
ten miles between Mount Gibbs
and Mount Lyelld Had the two
men covered an incredibly fast
ten miles in one day, after strug-
gling for five miles from Ben-
nettville to Mount Gibbs the
previous day? Hmmmm,

Lard Horace and Viscount
Paul ascended Mount Lyell by
skirting the eastem edge of
“the glacier.” They began
staking out location notives
on abandoned claims on Jan-
uary 1, 1885

The next day, Tuesday, they
began their journey back to
Lundy. First they retumed to
the point on Mount Lyell above
the glacler.

Laord Horace, concemed

Looking south from the south shope
of Meune Gibles, towand swhal
1880s miners eferred to as the
alopes, ridges and secondary peals
of Maount Lyell

about the rapidly approaching
snowsterm (which “in mid-
Winter is a ‘holy-terrat™), de-

cided to cross the top of the

glacier rather than take a longer,
safer way around by way of an
adjacent rocky slope. Lord Ho-
race confidently stepped out
anto the top of the glacier: [n-
stantly, he and all that was at-
tached to him, “shot down the
glacier like a projectile fred
from a gurn.”

Seconds later he lay senseless
“in a mass aof medial moraine
and packed snow at the base of
the glacier” Lord Horace had
slid upon the butt-portion of his
leather pantaloons for some-
where between 700 and 1,000
near-vertical feet on sandpaper-
like snow and ice,

Wiscount Paul carefully picked

his way down the rocks next to
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The remains of the

log/stone eabliny, The logs had tum.
bled downslope. Tent camp in
background

the glacier. When he reached
his fHend at the battom, he
found that Lord Horace was all
tight — *except that he had lost
the rear partion of his panta-
loons and underclothing; and a
Fesw eyes of grease had con-
gealed on the snow where he
hirst stopped.” The smell of
buming leather could be de-
tected |n the surrounding at-
maosphiere, He was incredibly
fortunate to have all his arms,
legs and most of his skin still
attached.

Alchough the newspaper re-
parted that the Viscount founed
him “all ighe." the pair settled
in at a cramped cabin, with the
cabin-awner, for three nights.
Could it be that his Lordship
needed to lie on his stomach for
a few days while his de-greased
rear healed a smidgens

Something s6ll bothered me
about the story. Not only was
Lord Horace's rearend not in
right order, but something
seemed to be amiss with this
Mount Lyell.

I searched for more references

to the mystery mountain. In
quick succession [ found them
in the Homer Mining Index.
Tuly 12, 1884 — “When last
winter's storms ran Orlando
Fuller down from his Lucky
Friday mine near Lyell Peak', . "
I kniew wihere the Lucky Friday
mine was - at the eastern end af
Parker Pass Lake.

Different article, same issue
of the Index - “The Rush Creek
Wild Horses: A prospector
crossing the head of Parker
Canyory, from Mount Lvell o
dount Gibbs, on Monday last,
carre suddenly upon the small
band of wild horses that for
years have roamed the canyons
and gorges about the headwa-
ters of Rush and Deadman's
Creeks, Six of the band were
feeding on a little meadow just
below the Mount Lyell glacier,
when the prospector came
upon a bluff almost overhang-
ing the spor, As soon as the
wild horses got scent of him
they took up the steep moun-
tain side ona keen run, like so
many deer, and continued run-
ning until they disappeared
over the high divide between
Parker Canyon and the Morth
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Fork of Rush Creek ., "

Again, the story put Mot
Lyell awfully close to Mount
Gibbs-and Parker Canyon. It
just didn't jive with the map at
all, Someone had mislabeled a
mountain in that region and
had called it Mount Lyell -
but which mountaing | was
now questioning the location
af Camp Jackson as well. Was
it really on a Hank of Lyell o
weag it somewhere much far
ther northe

August 23, 1884, °. . . Cross-
ing the Bunker Hill plateau
[the western Hank of Motnt
Lewis], little more than a mile,
in a course five degrees east of
south, we reach the extreme
head of the Dana Fork and
muost easterly waters of the
Tudlumne [Parker Pass Lake],
Here Odando Fuller, the loca-
tor of the Golden Crown and
Bloss mines at the head of
Bloedy Canyon, and the pio-
neer prospector and miner of
this region, has a cabin hanging,
so to speak, over a lake still
(August 15th) Frozen over so
that a horse can walk ever the
ice with safety. Across the lake

]

sy location of Camp Jackson
.;r"_"" was the valley southeast

ta the southward rses
one of the lofty dionte
peaks of Mount Lyell,
contected southward
with the central peak by
& high tidge."

[ braught out the
map and studied the
area around Parker Can-
von, Parker Pass, and
points south and south-
east. Comparing atticle
descriptions with the
map, | decided the most
likely candidate for the

of Packer Pass near Alger
Lakes. It also appeared that
Kuna Peale was the most
likely candidate for the false
Mount Lyell, But, as usual, |
wanted to check on it in the
field: Even the best of maps
frequently can misrepresent the
true appearance of the land.

. . - Past the Lucky Friday
Mine

At long Jast, my hushand,
Karl, and [ left on the long-
awaited trip, delayed several
times by illnesses of elderly
family members;

From the trail through Farker
Pass we could see the depres-
sion oceupied by Parker Pasg
Lake where Orlando Faller
had his Lucky Priday claim
with its shallow mine shaft.
And there on the other side
of the lake towered the sheer
black crag referred to in the :
cle of August 23, 1884 as “one
of the lofty diorite peaks of
Mount Lyall,”

We slowly rounded the top
of the Pass, moving from Yo-
sermite National Park inte the
Ansel Adams Wildemess Area
of Inyo National Forest, Parker
Canyon continues gently downs
hill bordered on both sides by
rugged steep-sided mountains.
As we approached the tum in
the trail I stood agape at the s
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The trail ahead of me,
leading up to Koip Peak Fass,
matched exactly the descrip-
tion in yet anotheraricle T
had found relating Camp
lackson's location to Mournt
Lyell. The switchback trail,
with 22 angles,” was adjacent
ta the “Mount Lyell glacier.”
(Thenew 7.5 minute map
shows the switchbacks.)

And here it was before me.
Although practically no one
would call it a glacier nows,
100 years ago it was undoubt-
edhymuch larger. Teefields

and glaciers have shrurk con-
siderably in the Sierra in the
past century.

We topped Koip Peak Pass
and descended towards Alger
Lakes and what was onee called
the North Fork of Rush Creek
(now.called Alger Creek). About
halbway down we started see-
ing horse droppings on the trail.
Cdd, We didn't see them on the
ather side of the Pass. Rush
Creek Wild Horzes?2 Mah. BMust
be horsepackers that wandered
around this dazzling basin.

Camp Jacksons

Mext day we began oursearch
for Camp Jackson — any sign
af mines, cabins, tent sites,
campsites, and blazes on trees
(trail signs o claim markers
carved into trees). For several
hours we searched the pine
groves and Intervening mead-
ows, finding campsites and
more horse droppings.

Finally, while walking east
along the tail, we saw posts in
a distant meadow: A fenced A
sheep comalt Large branches,
having been cleaned of smaller
branches, had been stuck into
the ground forming several rect-
angles. Several posts had fallen
and were lying on the ground,
A fewr rocks lay in between the
posts, and oocasionally there
was a brass grommet, Most of
the rocks were at least partially

buried by soil and grass that
had accummilated slovry over
the years, These were remnants
of tents. They used tents here,
as many miners did.

Instead of having lightweight
nylon tents like we have today
wihich can be theoretically
pitched ina few minutes, they
used canvas. Heavy canvas
with metal grommets for rope
tie downs. Daped anto posts
{or any branches cut locally),
anchored with ropes tied to
short wooden stakes weighted
with rocks, it created a fine
temporany summer hame;

This particular spot appeared
to have had several tents, one
tight next to the other, probably
for mutual warmth and wind
protection, There is a pood pos-

sibility that the tents were used

inte the twentieth century by
hunrers and sheepherders. In
the past we have found log

cabins in the parkowhich were

obvisusly built by miners, and
then restored during the 1900s,
most lkely by hunters illegally
seeking game.

The site of this tent camp fit
perfectly with the description of
(Camp Jackson's location. What
about Me Tyellé Irwas described
ag ", . the Iokty eastern peak of
Mount Lyell, which fses one
mile and a halfabove Camp
Jackson.™ Finding our location
on the map, we measured one
and one-half miles eastward,
There was Kuna Peak, the high-
est mountain in the area at
13,002 feer elevation.

But there still existed the pos-
sibility that this was strctly a
sheepherder’s camp — an aw-
bully BIC one — but a possibil-
ity to deal with just the same. IE
it had belonged to miners and
they had made the effort to lug
canvas up here and pitch this
masaive shelter, they must have
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Lonlking west from the site of che
tent camp toward Kuna Peak

wielded pickaxes and shovels
and blasted with black powder
samewhere in this valley.

We continued searching the
plateay, the groves of whire-
bark pine and the northemn
slapes. In all, besides the tent
camp, we found the remains
of bwe dugouts, one log/stone
cabin, several old and new
CAMpSites, NUMercus test
pits, four tunnels, and one tm-
bered shaft,

Clearly a number of miners
had lived here, and it béing in
national forestland, mining had
undoubtedly continued, proba-
bly by one or two individuals
inte the 20th century,

Kuna Peak

In one Fell sawoop I had
confirmed ac least to a level

Continyed on page 15
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The Mirror Lake House

A
Little
History

$

Hank Johnston

In the early spring of 1870,
Peter Gordon, a veteran Yo-

semite piide; and Leonidas G
“Diek” rton, & farmer
saloonkeeper at Hite's Cove
who owned eighty acres at the
Cascades, erected a'small fkame
building called the Lake House
| om the westemn edge of Mirror
Lake. An advertisement in

the Mariposa Free Press of June
3, 1870, announced: “The
MIRROR LAKE HOUSE —
Yosemite Valley, by Gordon
-and Whorton: Recently stocked
with choice wines, fine iquors,
~and Havana cigars. Hoats fur-
nushed for the lake”

Cn June 30, 1874, the Yaosem-
ite: Board of Commissioners
ordered “the occupants of the
building at Mirror Lake to va-
cate the premises for the reason
of having failed to comply with
the conditions of the privilege.”
- The Commissioners then leased
the place to William |, Howard,
- a former county sherff and
later a state politician, who
constructed a 4-by-50 foot
platform out over the water
far dining and dancing, Howvare
also buile a mile-long toll road
 up Tenaya Canyon to his
resort, where he served meals,
liquor, and rented out two fat-
bottomed rowboats for use on
the lake. On July 28, 1876, the
Manposa Cazene carried this
glowing report of Howard's
enterprse:

A detnce came off i Mirmor Lake
ont Moy lase. Bofires were bailt
arovnd the lake, and the fight, as it
seflected from its murrored surface,
etk distinct all objects, formtig
arte of the most beautful scenes
ittagination can well conceive. The
boats as they were gently moved
over the smoot seier, with treir

The otiginal Mirror Lake House is
shows under constructdon in 1870

Tl freiahe, the minsic as i &l on
the ear witly tts soft cadence — all
retmitded teose present; we dre ds-

stired; af the stories. they had read of

the Beautifil Nasads ane their
queens, as they rose ot of the wa-
rer Wity da wer move people visi
this laked Life s shoet

Mirror Eake was amuch
larger body of water in those
days than now. The Mational
Park Service has discontnued
the practice of periodically
damming and dredging the lake
to remove the detntns brought
down Tenaya Creek, believing
that nature should be allowed
to take its coutse. As a result,
Mirror Lake is slovwly Hlling in
and will eventually disappear
In 1884 Guardian James Hutch-
ings repotted that he had
“moved several large blocks
of granite — some weighing
ten to fifteen tons each — from
the adjacent banks in to the nar-
rowest neck of the channel of
exit of Tenaya Creek, thereby
treasuring up the waters of Mir-
ror Lake and at the same time
increasing the area of the lake
nearly six tmes.”

On July 1, 1879, the State
baught the dghts to Howard's
toll road for $600 and made it
free. Soonafer, Guardian
Galen Clark, by arder of the
Comimissioners, demalished
the Mirror Lake tavern and
platforms and removed the
accumulated rubbish. Howard,
who had already taken out
his personal property, received
$200 in compensation for his
dispossession.

Howard was extremely upset
about the Commissioners' ter-
mination of hig lucrative leaze
and wvery shorthy got a measure
of revenge: As a delegate to the
Consttitional Conventdon of
California in 1878-79, he helped
push through the provision that
State officials such as the Com-
missioners be limited ta four-
vear tetms. As a result, on Apil

15, 1884, ten months after Calj-
Fomia's radically restructured
Constitution took effect, the
Legislature declared all Com-
Mission seats vacant and man-
dated Governor George C.
Perkins to immediately select a
replacement Board, Only byvo
of the previous eight members
were appointed.

Thits article is an excerpt (s
faotrares) from Flawk Johnston's
forthcoming pictortal fiistory

of the Yosemite Grams ({864~
1904); to be published by the
Yosemeite Assoctation. Hank

Jolmsron, 4 20 year resident

of Yosenite, is an avithor of

13 books on Califoriia listory,
His most recent works dre
Yosemite's Yesterdays and
Yosemite's Yesterdays, Vol IL.

Mount Lyell

Cornimuen from pege |

of certainty that satisfied me;
Kuna Peak as “Maunt Tyell” and
the location of Camyp Jackson,

After Further study: of the
map, the actual terrain, and the
historic articles; T believe that
the ice fleld in the bowl north
of Kuna and Koip Peaks was
the site of Lord Horace Valpey
Pullen’s butt-grinding ride.
That is-also the most likely area
where-the Rush Creek Wild
Homses would have galloped
out of Parker Canyon,-over the
divide and into this valley. The
ice field near the switchbacks
was teferred to as the Moumnt
Lyell glacier, another case of
multiple identities.

Thus discovery also revealed
where Lord Horace Valpey
Pullen, Viscount Paul Bouze,
BW. Waolard, A.G, Black,

E.5. Utter, Charley Tardine,

and Camp Jackson's namesake,
Thomas Jackson, amone many
others, had mined, boiled beans,
lived, laughed, read the Homer
Mining Index for news of their
neighbors; and undoubtedly,
drunk lots of whiskey.

The mines on the slopes were
given names such as Alabama,
Mineral Park, Bull of the Woods,
Delta, Amazon; and Garhield
{akter the president, not the car-
toOn cat),

it 5 not known who mis-
named Kuna Peak. Mo map 1
have found shows Mount Tyell
out of place, [ assume it was
hegun by an individual who
identified the tallest peak in
the region as Mount Lyell, and
the error persisted for quite a
fews years,

Susan Guhm (s an Associarion
niember from Fresiwo with @
passion for Yosentite's early
mineing Nistory (see Spring
Forum).
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Spring Forum in March

The YA Spring Forum is
scheduled For Saturday, March
25, 1995 in Yoserrite Mallew:
This day-long member event
will feature a seres of informa-
tive slide shawys, talles, and
walks on g vanety of topics
such as Yosemite histofy, natu-
ral history, resotmees. and man-
ageiment,

The day beginsar 9:00 am.
with a.check-in ta receive name
badges and sign up for walks
in front of the East and West
Auditoriums behind the Valley
Visitor Center, There will be
sessions throughout the day
with a break for lunch on your
own. Members can choose
from a vanety of concurent
programs in the auditoriums
or take a naturalist or histony
walk (weather permitting], At
F:00 p.m, people will have a
chance to socialize during the
wine and cheese hour,

Among this vear's speakers is
Patricia Winters, from the
California Bat Conservation
Fund, who will treat membets
to a presentation centered
around live bats [ndigenous to
California. Mining historian
Susan Guhm's entertaiming .
program is entitled “Borax Slap-
jacks and Frizzled Chickens:
1800s Mining Life in Eastern
Yosemite™ and comes frometweo
different staries that she will be
refating during the presentation.
Renowned climber Mike Cor-
bett will be on hand to shate
his expertise on the history of
climbing. Many ather programs
are planned focusing on the
park's wildlife, archaeology,
geology, and mtich more,

Members will soon be receiv-
ing Further details about the
Spring Forum by mail, including
a reservation form for lodging
in the park. Everyone is encour-
aged to pre-register for the
event by retuming the card
from the mailing along with
5§10 far each person attending,

All those who pre-register will
receive a finalized agenda in the
mail shortly before the event.

I wou have any questions,
please call Holly or Connie at
(209) 3792317

Shephard and
Wolfus Win
Board Election

Incumbents Tom Shephard
and Dan Walkus were recently
re-elected to the Yosemite As-
sociation Board of Trostees,
The final tally was Shephard —
1074 votes, Walfus — 925, and
Cegelia Hurwich - 738,

Veteran trustee Tom Shep-
hard has served on the YA

Board for mare than 20 years
and-asits Chairman for more
than ten years: A lawyer in
Stackton, Torm has been an ac-
tive and influential participant
in the Assaciation: He presently
chairs the Publications and
Seminars Commuttes which
selects books for publication,
and he serves onthe Planning

-and Development Committee

which steers the overall direc-
tien of the arganization. Tom
was instrumental a few years
ago in the creation of the Yo-
semite Fund, originally a part of

il

the Association and now an
entity of its cswn, which has
raised millions of dallars for
the park.

Alse suecessful in his bid for
re-glection wag Dan Walfus of
Los Angeles who begins his

second six yvear term, Dan's
background is in banking, and
he has served as both the Trea-
surer of the Association and
Chairman of the Fnance and
Operadons committees. Dan,
who spends part of each year in
his house in Wawona, hopes in
the near Ruture o work ona
publication about Native Amer-
icans in Yosemite which would
be 4 combined éffore of YA and
the Southwest Museum in LA

Again, we send our thanks wo
Life member Cecelia Hurwich
for her whelehearted mvolve-
ment in the election process,
Her dedication to both the park
and the Association is cleat,
Numetous members expressed
distress at the task of choosing
among the three fine candi-
dates. We hope that there will
bhe ways in the future to utilize
both her energy and her interest
in Yosemite's behall,
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Association Dates

March 25, 1995: YA Spring
Forim, Yosemite Vallew
September 16, 1995: Annual
Members Meeting, Tuolumne
dleadows

March 30, 1996: S5pring
Forum, Yosermite Yalley

209-379-2317

If you're planning a trip to Yo-
semnite and have quastions, give
our Members’ phone line

a call between the hours of

%00 am and 4:30 prm Monday
through Fnday. We don't make
reservations, but we can give the
appreprate phone numbers and

usually lostsaf helphul advice,
e e
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/3 Feld Seminars for 1995

Accolades for Yosemite Field
Seminars! The WA Seminar pro-
gram recently received the Fime
Mlace Aowvard in the 1994 Na-
tonal Pane Servige Interpetive
Excellence Competition; The YA
afferings were judged to be the
best overall interpretive pro-
gram presented ined national
park. One ofthe judges stated,
“The programs appear exciting,
combining instructicns with
fun, experiential leaming oppor-
winities. They include many
elements of effective interpreta-
tion, which would Inspire par-
tcipants to thirse for more, The
list of instructors lends iwself o
representing quality instructon.”

The new 1995 seminar bro-
chure includes seventy-three
programs from one day to four-
teen davs inlength. They cover
subjects such as natural history,
wildflower identifica-
tion, geology, birding,
winter ecclogy; Cabi-
fomia MNatve Amed=
can studies, butterflies,
astronomy, wildlife
identification, photog-
maphy, painting, draw-
ing, nature wntdng,
backpacks and family
trips cover most of
the categories.

Sadly, Dr Card Shar-
smith, longtime YA in-
structor and good friend,
died on October 14, 1994,
He guided so many peaple
along Sierra wald-Hower
trails, ennchung lives with
his knowledge and enter-
taining teaching'style.

His unigue classes will
be sorely missed

Winter Program

The Hrstseminars are
scheduled for Februany,
There are twiwinter photog-
raphy workshops — a Black
and White Photo Worleshiop,
February 18-20, taught by

leff Nixon, and Brenda Tharps' '

Magic of Winter Calor Workshop,
February 25-27. Rooms for par-
ticipants have been reserved in
Yosemite Valley,

Winter courses wall include
Ron Onti’s Wheter Stars over Yo
seniite, March 3-4. This classis a
Fur way to see wintmy Yozemite
Walley while viewing Orion,
Tauns, Gemini and Auriga,
Driti 15 kniown for his captivat-
ing mythological and scientific
stories of individual stars and
constellations. Carol English,
Yosemite naturalist, will teach
the Yosemite Vafley Winter Bcology
March 1819 for those wanting
to bundle up against the cold
and experience winter in Yo-
sernite. As spring arnves in the
foothills, Howard Weamer will
instruct a new photography
course inthe Merced

River Canyon called Capuring
Foailill Wildflowerson Film,
tlarch 25-26.

Some of the most popular
programs from other years will
be repeated again in 1995, and
there dare e seminars in the
subjects nf meteorology, his-
tory, forests and meadows;
butany, photography and natu-
ral history. In'addition, there
wiill be classes in acrylic paint-
ing, birds and watercolor, and
even a backpacking and conk-
ing serminar,

New Survey Program

One new progeam is the
Archaealogical Survey & Mapping
Pragezt led by Yosemite archae-
ologist, JohnWittands. To date,
lezs than 5% of Yosemite has
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been inventoried forarchaeo-
logical resources; and this gap
has created some Uncertainty
about thenature af the park's
prehistonc history, To assist the
NES, two separate hands-on
archaenlogical work projects
ate to be unded by participants
who will perform the surveying
and mapping in Yosemite's
backeountry under the direc-
tion of park seaff.

Participants will leam the
principles of archaeolopical
surveying, including how to
determine the location of
boundaries, bedrock mortars,
housepits, hearths, rock shel-
ters, and pictographs: Each
two-week session will resultin
a written report compiled by
NP5 personnel to help construct
importantinformation about
historic pegple in this atea, YA
semninar participants will back-
pack to the survey location
awherea base camp will be zet
up, and meals will be cooked
and provided for participants
Survey locations are in firly
temote ateas of the patk, and
participants.can |ook foraward
to having twa days off each
week to hike; fish, read, draw,
ar relax in camp. This is the
only seminar offered that is
Fally tax deductible to partici-
pants, as all fees collected will
fund the project.

Program Catalog

Take a look at the new cata
log and be sure to sign up
eatly to avoid being disap-
pointed| Lase year half of the
year's enrollments came in
diing the months of Jan-
uary and February, Call
Penry or Lou in the semi-
nar office ar 209/379-2321
ifyou have any questions
about the program.
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Summer Work in the Park

A T e — e ——
Voluniteers Needed

YA members who enjov
wearking swith the public and
have extended perods of Gme
at their disposal might enjoy
joining one of the valunteer
programes in Yosemite Valley or
Tuslurmmne Meadows. From
Aprll through October the As-
sociation needs volunteers in
Yosemite Valley to altemnately
staff the membership booth
and the Museum CGallery, The
Gallery weork invoives keeping
track of visitation and answer-
ing questons about the exhibits
and the park. At the member-
ship booth; volunteers answer
NUMEerous Visitor inguines and,
when appropriate, describe the
wiork of the Associadon and
encourage membership

These volunteers stay in
shared campsites in the Valley
forat least a month, work a
Four-day work week; and
receive a stipend of $6 per
wiorkday

In Tuolumne Meadows, vol-
unteers serve ashosts at the
germinar campground and assist
the Park Service naturalists by
answerng visitar questions,
The Tuclumne season is shorter
— from the end of June through
August. Volunteers need ta plan
for a commitment of 4-6 weeks
and sty in a tent, small camper
or van in the Tuslumne Mead-
ows Carmpground, Like the
Valley velunreers, they worka
four-day work week and recelve
a stipenid of 56 perworkday,

IE either of these positions
interests you, please write or
call (209) 379-3317 foran
application.

Joina YA Work Trip!

YA offers its members a vari-
ety of opportunities to velun-
teer in Yosernite, One such
opportunity for thoss who
don’t have a large block of time
to donate is to pardcpate in the

member work tiips: For the
1995 seagnn, Bve such trips are
scheduled: July 30 - August 5
and August 13 — 19 in Tugl-
umne Meadows, and Septem-
ber 24 -30 and October 1 -7
in Yosemite Valley. Due to the
siiccess of WA's first ever back-
country work trp near the
Sunrise Lakes area last year; and
the need for additional work

at that site, anothet trip to Sun-
rise is planned for August 27—
September 2.

These wark trps consist of
15 YA members wlio gather for
a five day revegetation project
in the park. The Resources
Management Division of the
National Park Service in Yosem-
ite relies almost entiely on vol-
unteer labar to accomplish a
variety of restoration projects.
The YA work trips provide
some of that much-needed
labor:and are a cooperatve ven-
ture with several other organ-
zations. The Yosernire [nstiture
contributes the leadership and
food service, the NPS directs
the projects; and the Yosemite

CAREY CILSEN
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Concession Services Corpora-
tion donates the crucial Anan-
cial underwriting that makes it
all possible:

In each of the trips, partici-
pants. camnp together in special
tent sites from Sunday afier-
noon to the followine Sarur
day morming, The actual work

schedule goes from Monday
tes Friclay with a day off mid-
week. Members bring their
OWI camping equipment and
personal sear; all meals are
provided by the Yosemite
[nstitute.

Wark-trip participants need
to be in good health. There
will be-a vanety of jobs during
the week, and many can be
physically demanding, espe-
cially at higher elevations. Die-
spite the hard work invelved,
members describe the trips as
“invigorating” aned “inspiring”
and are grateful for the opportu-
niity to contribute to the park.
If yvou are interested in signing
up for one of these trips, wiite
or call Holly or Connie at
{209 379-2317
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New Superintendent

for Yosemite

1
sl .
bl C

Roger Kennedy, Director of
the Mationa) Park Service (WES),
has announced the appoint-
ment of Batbara J. “B.J." Griffin
as Superintendent of Yosemite
Mational Park:

“B.J. has proven to be & major
#sget 1o the Nanonal Park Ser-
vice throughout het varied and
distinguished career,” Kennedy
said. “There seems to be no end
to her talents as a skilled |eader
who continually strives to at-
tain the very best for our na-
ton's parks.”

Ms. Cariffin has served as the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Director
since August of 1993 In this ca-
pacity, Ms. Grifhin has directed
some 30 park units including
such prominent areas as Inde-
pendence Mational Historic
Fark, Gettyburg National Mili-
fary Park and Shenandoah
Mational Parlk,

*Tam looking forward to re-
suming to Yosemite;" Ms, Grif-
firi stated. *Itis one of the mpst
treasured crown jewels in the
National Fark Systemy;, and [
am very proud to be taking the

| helm and working toward its

contnued preservadon and ser-
wice to the public”

In 1590, Ms. Griffin was
appointed Associate Regional

A

Changing :

Yosemite

Sealf Guiding
Nature
Trail

Director for aperations in the
Service's Westemn Region where
she oversaw 47 field unirs from
Anzona to Hawali, Guam, and
Samoa in the areas of visitor
services, ranger activities, main-
tenance, land acquisitions and
CONCE3SIONS MAanagement.
Dhening her tenure there
she supervised the successful
awarding of the Yosemite con-
cession contract, the larpest
grossing business optration in
the history of the NES. While
serving as Associate Regional

4.1 Million Visitors

According to the NPS, visita-
tion to Yosemite Madonal

Fark reached over four million
people in 1994,

A record 4,105,755 visitors
enjoyed the 1,169 square mile
park during the year— an in-
crease 0f 3.1 percent over
1993 total of 3,983,749,

According to a 1992 survey,
roughly 75 percent of Yosem-
ite's visitors are from Califormia
with an average age of 34, In-
ternational visitors account for
approximately 13 percent of
the park's visitation,

Director, Ms, Griffin also com-
pleted graduate level courses at
Carnegie-Mellon University to
receive her certificate for the
Senior Executive Service.

In 1987, she acceprad the
position of Assistant Supenn-
tendent of Yosemite Mational
Park, which she held through
the park’s centennial, shepherd-
ing the highly visible public cel-
ebrations in the park, "By all
accounts, B.J. proved to be a
valuahle asset while asserting
her strong leadership quality in
dealing with the problems asso-
ciated with the park, including
the dramatic 1990 fire season at
Yogemite," Kennedy said,

Ms. Griffin was accepred into
the Mid-level Managers Train-
ing Program in 1974 and moved
to Saint Augustine, Florida, in
| 284 to become the Superinten-
dent of Castille de San Marcios
Mational Monument, & cultural
resource area in northerm Florda,

She bepan her career in the
Park Service in early 1963 in the
Southeast Region, worked in
the region's Job Corps program
and later went on to become a
program and budget analyst for
the region.

& native of Shrevepore, Loui-
siana, Ms. Gofin recetved
her Business Administration
degree from Mercer University
in Georgia,

Ostrander Ski Hut
Closed for the
1994-95 Winter
Season

The Ostrander Ski Hut, |o-
cated in Yosemite National
Park's backeountry, will not
open this winter due to signifi-
cant problems with the hut's
waste system, according to the
MNadonal Park Service,

Water quality sampling con-
ducted by San Jose State Tni-
versity Fotmd that the [ecal
coliform level at the Ostrander
Lake was well beyond the
acceptable level indicating a
problem with the hut's sewage
system

An assessment team deter-
mined that retrofitring the facil-
ity was not feasible in time for
the winter season, “We recog-
nize that the speration of the
hut for public use in winter is a
valued service to the skiers,”
said Supenntendent Michael
Finley. He also stated that the
MES intended m design a new
systems which would be in-
stalled nexc summer. User fees
for the hut will probably in-
crease nextyear inorder to
cover the operational cost af
the redesign,
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Computer Predicts Path of Wildfire

Tom Philp

Thunderheads darkened the
sky as thousands of Memoral
Day tourists were busy in the
valley below. Undetected, a bolt
of lighting shattered a red firin
a remote patch of forest near
Cilacier Point; MNature's seed bor
a major fire had been planted,

It was just the moment the
nations Hre scientists had been
waiting for,

In Yosemite, where afficials
have to decide quickly whether
to put ouea blaze orlet it run s
course through the wildemess,
scientists and technicians say
they have devised the hrst com-
putet program to predict the
ferocity of a fire,

Ity & state that spends much
of its tinder-dry summer wait-
ing for the spark that could
send thousands of acres and
hundreds of homes upin
smoke, such a proguam s more
than just idle sciengeat work:
last summer, nearby wildfires
forced 1,200 peaple ot of their
homes in Tuoldmne Courty,

Deciding hiow, and how
soom; to Ebhtaﬁne i the
kind of decision whétt cvery
second matters. Particularly
since the 1988 fire that black-
ened more than & milllonacres
of Yellowstong, MNational Faik
Service officials know they
can't wait for a small fire to
get big before deciding te sup-

press it

“You can pet sWweaty paims
when alfire gets up and runs,®
sind Ed Duncan, wha Manages
the Yoserite Wwild Tand fizes,

If effitialsfare inclined to'ler &
fire bien, thie fnevw computer
program “will allovw the manger
to know the ramifications,” said
Jan van Wagrendonk, Yosem-
fte's chief scientist,

Park Service officialsspent the
the new fire computer program
in Yosernite, Sequeia and some
‘Alaskan national parks.

The Ynsemitz SOMpULE pro-
gram consists of layersupon
layers of information, starting
with & geographical breakdown
“of the park inte .S million
sguares. In each 30-by-30-meter

YOSEMITE
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square, the computer knows
the elevation, the slope, the
vegetation and the depsity of
the vegetation. “Some of the
vegetation information has
come from satellites,” said van
Waptendonk,

Once a fire stans, a firefighter
ean type in the location of the
blaze and the extended weather
forecast. In seconds the screen
maps the advance of the blaze
by four-hour increments.

The Glacier Foint fire — in
the only par of the [lilouette
River watershed in Yosemite
thar hadn’t Geen touched by fire
in about & century —was the
pertect guinea pig, doing just

Contitied on page 2
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U’? 4]._)7 Yosemite -
LT The Promise
of Wildness with photwgraphs
by William Beill and a0 essay
by Tirn Palmer. This fine new
gilt book combines the breath-
saking and inimitable imagery of
Wikliam Meill swith the insightfl
optitnism of essayist Tim Palmer
0 present a unique seady of
Yosemite’s meaning atd pros-
pect for humankind roday and
for cotring generatons,

The selection of photegraphs
fa okl of 70 o full coled) it
tludes a variety of stiking im-
ages, from close-up renderings
of detalls of namuml obijecs: to
menumentil pomais of Yosem-
ite's world-mous landmarks.
These are the nest examples
fror MNelll's Body of wark as-
sembled over his many years in
Yeigemnite, The images are Bith-
fullly reproduced on rich [ap-
anEse AL Art papes, many of
them in very [ampe format To
enhance the readér’s appraciac
on ofhis waork, Meill hos con-
mnbuted fengthy "Fhotographic
Nows,” providing fsscinating
sbservations and rechnical dam.

T Palmer's essaw grew om
fils many experiences at Yosem-
#e, which have provided him a
deep knowledge of the parle He
wisited during all seasons of the

wear bo beter understand the
miany faces that Yosemim 35-
sumes. In bwo parts, the essay
cormprises an appreciation of the
pazics unigueness ag well 35 2
plea for the conttiued well-
belng of this amazing nanual
wondesland

Theblending of Palmer's
wards with Neills photaraphs
s resulted in a work thae has
strong imgact andd that evakes
powerful personal response. With
prace and beauny, Yosanie - The
Fronuse of Willdmess provides con-
vincing evidence that the preser-
wation af Yosemite for the singular
wethies de offers oursocleny should
be the foremost goal i owr rela-
tonship with this astonishing e
small piece of Barthy

Published by the Yosemite
Association, 120 pages, 10° 2 13%
70 full-coler pliotographs,

Clathbourd, §29.55

25485 1he Nutore

of California - An Introduc-
tion to Common Plants and
Animals and Natural At-
tractions by [ames Kavanagh.
This beautfully llustaned puide
highlights over 525 of Califor.
nia’s cammeon and unigue plants
and animals and 85 of the smz's
outanding natural atractons.
[t 15 an indispensable single ref-
erence for amateur natiralists,
students, and tourssts slike.
What sets the book apart is
thiar eveny atemps has besn
made oo simpliby the presenta
diof of the materal. Oier jelen-
tfrcation guides are overly
complicated and roo detailed m
be of i35 o novices o e feld,
Dleseriptions and illsstratons

Dlicwwar pbw Hatarsl Basiy of Cabfamial

NATURE
CALIFORNIA

AN IHTRODUCTION TO
COMBMOMN PLANT 3 AND ANIMALY
AND HATURAL ATTRACTIOMNS

been grouped 1o

gethet for eage of reference. and
=cheieal terms have been held
ter s mindmum throughout

The work = illustrated with
humdreds of calor paintngs and
other helpful drvwings Also
includled are a section on naetiral
areasand sancruaries, a species
checkist, and & glossany Thisis
@ petfect volume for inooducing
children and newsomers to the
rich natusal environments of
Califomnia,

Published by \Waterford Press,
1924 178 pages, 54" x B with
eolor llustradons

Paper, §16.50
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00-260 The Complete
= Cuidebook to
Yosemite National Park -
Revised Edition by Steven
B hledbey, Mamed the "Best
Mational Park Guidebook” by
the Matonal Park Service; this
comprehensive worl provides
cioveraps of evary aspectof
Yosemite 2 gmgle volume:
Ciriginally published in 1991, the
guidebook has been completdly
reviged and updated 1o refinct
changes at the park {including
the matallabnon of a new major
concessioner), and brng current
thee everychanging park phone
numbers, addeesses, and other
data
infommative and sy gaful,
the-guidebook feandres things o
do and see, provides reservation
information, lists hiking watls
andt backpaeking ps; and
boasts many maps and lusoa-
tions: [here's also reatrment of
Yosemite's history, place names,
and fts nacural weordd, Even the
affbeat is included with fascinar
ing lists of tnusyal faers and
other Informaton (" The Ten
Best Mamed Climbs Using Food
in Thekr-Titles," for example)
Litmrry fourial called the
guidebook “romprehensive.
atharitative, even subjective at
times; & Ane introductdon toa
farmous pad” Sreven B Meadley
i5 the President of the Yosemite
Aszociation, and has worked in
the-park off and on since 1971,
Publshed by the Yosemite
Associston, 1994 112 pages,
miaps and illustranons. 5 2100
Eaper, 8995

yuE COMFLETT

Guidehf:n_:}k
toYosemite
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Woodlands - A Natural
History by Verns . Johnston
In. thiz aooactve book, Tllustizeed
with guperh color photopraphs
and finely detailed black and
white drwings, Vema Johnseon
offers a panoramic view of the
diversified like in California’s
lorests aned woodiands

In clear, vivid prose, Jobmston
takes the reader chapter by chap-
ter through the state’ dominant
fosest types: Douglas-Fin/lixed-
Peergreen, Closed-Cone Pines
and Cypresses, Foathill Weod
land, Bed Fir/Lodgepale Pine,
Subalpine Forests, and the rest
Fep each, she-degoribes the
unigle chametsistics of the
dominant trees and the inter-
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_'.__ﬂc-;.j':ly;!ﬂv regearchad in L

fietd and ibrary, this is-the ese. B

sush book o offer 50 compre-

hensive and detailed apprecia-

ton of the state’s forests. s

timeliness, s integrated cover-

age, and i fvely ancedotal

atyle make irequally appealing

o general readers, naturalists,
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D}L..]- i; 40 Wild Dogs -
v/ The Waolves,
otes, and Foxes of
l"th America by Erwin A
. This primarily phioto-

1 B l[\ pa‘ vt bt 1o
pecies of Morth Amen-
5 I roon the stunnlng
v andd ted wolves m the inde-
BEnle covote and the cunning
ikt Rit pray. and At
Incliuded are - ewver 130 full
ages OF Hese rm;'r'lr -
eatares i thetr nanural
n & Full-out hunt for
d, caring for newhborm pups,
srnply napping in the after-
PO S,
:.r:ltl:l"r!".-'l"l"r"' TEXE 18 COIm-
ntzd with maps of ach
ins” tarritoties and photo-
ok their prey and com-
Wild Dops should
towvers and witdlite
siasts alike with anin
1 ook arsomd of Amer
s miost feared and revered
Edatoms

Published by Chronicle
poks 10041 -'II pages, 130
for dlustations, 8™ x 117
Papser, 1595

Life th
2232 E::I;:f Wild-

life: A Guide to California's
Endangered Natural Re-
sources, Carl L. Thelander,
Editorin Chigf. This impressive
comipildion of conservadon
information regarding Califor
nEa's _|L'_Er'1||y-.-|-.-|£ '.-L||.J|I|-r' com-
hings images, data, mythology:
and seience inan eplc produc
tion. Printed in large format and
running to 590 pages, this will
long setve

d '\.-|'||I.'.:]i'.:'|l.' | om0 B
that evénd dmateur nataralise
and professicnal sacntst e I
rely on and refer toin o
informied decisions abois the
supyival of threstened and en-
datpered speries

fdore than a catalog of spe
cies anly, the velume provides
ideas and keys for the mecue of
endangeted life fosms. [tsan
II"r.'I;S-["'U”--"I.l:I e and dmely reber-
iraues fcing i

bl
.|"J

A Today.
Prblished by BioSystems

Boaks and Hevday Boaks, 1994

.:'.-'ll EELES |1I_-||.|I,'.\, l".h O Col :I'_II

S whire {llusmations;

and black
120
Faper, $£435:00
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= ( 4[: [" Yosemite
o0 /11 _J Tomboy by
Shirfey Sargent. Yosemite pro-
vides the seting for this dra-
matc siony of eleven-year
fan Kemn, Within weeks of
ralling i the Yosemite School
fan's unconmolled 'r'r-|r|r']' and
ellion arbeing a girl bring
iection from the ot "|||-..
and probation atschosl

OSEMITE
Tomboy

Bolstzred by & close-knit
famnily, compassionate teachers,
an [ndian bey, anold plonest
woman, and the magie of Yo-
sernite, Jan slawly gaims mata-
tigy. bhe wins fends, eams
respect, finds new interests, and

iscovers that she likes herself
the way she s

Shirley Sargent’s contnuing
fascinadon with Yosemite ‘-.-'.'|IJ¢'-;
began when she was |
thiat tirne, like Jan Kem in this
L'l'_'(.'ll-\.. 1 ||"'\.-l.l:| 1T 2 COTERTIUCTION
camp in Yosemite's high coun-
Ty Later 'ih* trenided schoolin
Yiosemite — the beginning of &
lifelong passion for r|.| park and
its histor s that where the
simnilarites between Shirley Sar
Bentan l.| [1‘| Kemie

Puiblishe
Press, revised §
line tlustratdons,

Haper, 3995
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“'} 751 Yosemite Asso-

ciation Patch.
Diue Asgociation lopais embod-
clered on colerhul, stardy fatric
tor placement on daypacks;
shirts, blue jeans, jackets, or
wherever! The newly desig
parch isavailb || in three atttac-
tive colars: dark blue,
forese gresn,
and miaroon
(please
calor)

'7 { ( Yosemite
O 8 ) J Wildermmess
Fin. Here's a beautiful enamel
pin cominenciating Yosemite's
unparalleled wildemess. The
Latest in the seties of ping for &l
of Califomia’s wildemess arzas
ir's circular in shape with a
breazeiful high eounmy scene
rendeted in blues, gravs, and
grezns ATe al treasure E-u' collec-
tors: Approx, Linch in diameter
5405

-~ Coredit card orders call:
Order £Dnn (2{]9] 379 2648 Monday — Friday: 5:30em —430pm

pype—
U 7 / U Wilderness
Belt Bag. The Pelican Pouch s
not only perfect For carrying
field puides: butalso offersn-
stantaccess 1 all the small
itemns that are ustally Buried in
wour pack — pecker camera,
lenses, maps. or ywour fvorite
tratl mix| The pouch &5 designad
with frontsnap aseners on'the
straps. This .-t'lu'».'.'n co I[Lll‘ill.'jr

El‘.l"-.ll'l-. AL Tk

ik
teral i |'£|. qu:.l.'r-f i'.":n"u:"-lm
pack eloth with-a waterproof
coating on one side, Hely

the-dark brown and swhite

Pelican Pouch,

frem & M S Chessmption Tintarl
1 ]
2._ (I . |
2
4
5
6
=
8
9 .
Subitodal
Lesa 10 Me IT-h'r' Dipcou nr;
Suhmml A
7 Rales Tax (CA cimtormess ainh)
Shippite charge | 38

Toml enclosed |

Crechit card W Expires:
Mome

Hubdress

Cls Aty

Mdesthershin Mumbiet

Yisemmie A 1 B, Biat 230, Fl Postal, (CA F551E

an Pouch measures Bx 5
34 mches

985

7010 Asociation

Mug, This distinctive and fune-
tdonal heavy ceramic mug fecls
good with your hand wrapped
amcund 1t Available i two ool
o (green and maroomn), its
imprinted with our loge and
name in black and white. Holds
12 gunces of your [avorie

I'.II"-.'I.‘
$6.50

e

( 772 Yosemite
} U Buuluituﬂ:
Book Bag. Here's Y5 handy
new book bag made from
duirable ||'J’-.".5':'. coran Bbric with
2 sturdy web handle. Cream-
colomed, its imprinted in blue
with the Yosemite Bookstom

YESEMITE ASSDUIATION, WINTER 1958

}7 )'_ Yosemite
o/ Assacation
Baseha“‘ﬁt}rle Cap. Cur YA
caps are made of corduroy with
an-adjustabie strap at the back
50 that one & .
i5 adormed with a YA |
and comes 0 dark blue; forest
green and marcion colors, The
CAp s Hr‘}’liﬂ!’l |J.riI.J l.:i:-lTl[L‘-H‘ﬁll.lll:!.
and wearnng it is a good way 10
¢emonstate your suppomtor
Wiosemite:
£5.95 {please specify colon

lego. Fine crafrsmanship and
Benerus l:-".-'\'.'l.'-\.l..':-.".l: IJ"_'.'l' (]
miake: this o bag you'll want 12
mke everywhere, Conserve -
solrces with 2 reusable book
bag. Approdimarehy 17" 167
He.95
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PACE TWENTY-THREE

New Members

We wouid like m weleome o che
Weermite Agsociation the following
fie persons whio' became members
ghinthe past three monchs, Your
it b5 greathy sppreciated.

ar Members

Ball & Barh Adbor, Sharon M Allen,
Bt Mire Bolf Amtat, T David Atche-
James & Aylard, Catherine
urray Bammes, Jim Bames, B Wellace
& Tom Becketr, Michael (G Bennete,
S=eph Bergmann, Nina Bibinof,
abert E Bigelow, Harold H 2 Bonnie
Biahiop, M Maceira & Jim Bosaparth,
Wit Bow, fachn A Bowman, Betoy
lokin, Pate &8 Sugan Bradiey, Mar-
Cgaret Brinkley, Bobert D Brooke, Kabe
srorvarmey, Jim Bruns, Kimberhy 2
anine Burge, Diavid & Maney Busow,
Hanne Chiristnzen, [aseph Chudy,
fan &2 Mary Clelland Eﬁ:ha:l 1

Locon;, Craig K Colling, Ken Conner,
Sab B C:DE:&Y, Elizabeth Crane, Syl-
Y Curdls; Shirdey Cornley 8 Davidl
Buja, Mol Wi Mike Davison, Helen
Deisg, Charles b THel, Thomas 2
Dlatores Doyle, Jill Duteenboker, He-

en Eynin Bans, lames B Ehelich Teroy
‘Eriisen, JeBrey Famris, Hyla Fetler
& Tracy Femandez, Victoria 2 Les
Finder, Yvonne G Flagg, Helen P Hane
.ﬁ, D Solomen Foroezesh, Many
Porest, Marcia Fotsch, Beverly A
| Fmzer, Carmen B Cagne, Bruce Gillies,
Dennis & o Meena Corsuch;
Jean Grace, Bill Guyton, Kathieen
54 Haney, Joan Hangamee-Matulic,
| Ralph Heim, Gany Hesler, David
Hingseon, Justine Hobfman, Larmy
| Haldee, Fred & Jean Horon, Cynrhila
anes; Wirs Mary Jane Karigan, Marcia
Ranfmann, Conswnce Kenney, Dee
Einville, Ron Kilgren, Laurel Emﬂ-
Miarman Landy; Rick & Faula Line,
SSanny Lavehon, Jery & Shaceen
| Lwrence, loan Lennos, Dave
Lichtenstein, Dieann & Robert Mann,
FBlobert A . Adrian Marinowich,
Ann Maguda; Sherrd bMaurn, Janet
& Maynaed, Krisy [ MeContell,
Naurie McGovern, Jesse Mendoza,
Baboock Mig Co, Justine Michas, bes
farbara Mohler, Willie Montzomery,
ﬂrﬁ{ Mirs James K Moore, John F

urray, bs Mary Bl - JAsch &

Do ys Melson, Rick 1 BAr 2
s R Neumeister, Aflan Mog, Amold
M Notkof, Michael O'Brien; Ralph
Uechiping, Rek B Germ Gsbom,
B M Paing, Dale Parshall, Jands Fasln:
Difller, Carol 8 Walter Pumm, Tom
& Lyn Thillips-Magsh Pitman, Eliza-
Beth Tommeray, Stephen Prud homme,
Bill Ralph, Diort Ramsay, Claire 5
Ravi, Jeff Richards, Jim & Madeline
Riepe, Barbama Robinson, Cindi
“Robinson-Cooper, Bob 82 Laura
Baodrgues, Danny Kogers, Colleen

M Roes, Trving N Rubinstein MDD,
Enic- Russell, 1 Edwards & Inger
Sagatun-Edwards, Nancy Sagerman,
Michael B Sanford, Jim 2 Sherrype
Scherkenback, The Schermers, Am 8
Janice Serore, Beverly Sessa, Lamy

Simon, David © Smith, Mr 8 brs b
Dravid Smith, Elzabeth Snyder, Pemry
& Lynn Stewart, Many Ellen Stoetzel,
Harvey & Marilyn Strmiska, Wilma
Taggar; Richard Theadore, Hal 2
Juilz Thoras, Lam Thomn Paul
Thompson, Timescapes, Karen
Tomasovic, Sandm Trezise, Eic &
Jaber Truax, Cad Cox & Gilda Turis,
Peter Van Der Maillen, Rosevan Gogh,
Liza Wallender, Richard Warren, Steve
Wlenoer, Brooke West, Ruth White,
Chenyl Wilcox, Sarnuel Wise, David
& Party Wrght

Supporting Members

Joan M Hughes, [oyvee Mayeda, Carl
Croff, Jazmine Pailey, Mary Mum-
Fard, Karen Tllich, Louise Gaul, Judy
& Balph Dyssegaard, Anneliese
Crasshof, &:1 22 Shirley Nelzon,
P Harrio 8 | Sutowskd, SuAnne &
Cael Alessindny, Ann Y Lee, Barbam
Prudhomme, T Feldman 8 [ Travis,
Gigl Mickis, Deanne M Paidl, Denize
Kimuza, Ann Duntavy, Thomas Brady,
Donald B Walters, Daniel Lekorish,
Mike B2 Terri Wart, Petér A Rodgers,
Melinda McConnell, Heather Schnei-
der, Nancy Crevin, Tim & Chrysanne
Saver, Carcl 5 Adams, Rose Ann 82
Eravid Hill, kichael Frazer

Contributing Members

Joseph Barcels, Barbars Bateman,
Thomas B Dodee, H W Smith & R
A Elliott, |T Easley & Peter Freiberg,
Ann Gotchy, Martha M 8 Francis
Hoower, Carl W labinston, Juliet
Kendrick, Duane L & Larkin Kime,
Marilyn 22 Bob Kriegel, Kapy 8 Tim
Laimdrie, Virginia ‘1'§Linml.n, Ciirol
Beiliy McGrf, Jack Pecralia, Martha
M Betlly, Jobin & Dana Richards,
laret ¥ oracen, Fatsy Stecher

Centenninl Members
Cordon & Candy ﬂurﬂdlﬁ]ﬁz’ Susan
[emand:a

Gereef, hichael C Mancini,
[ Smith, Sharon A Vick

Life Members

Kathleen Aquilar, Richard 8 Bobin
Bdwards, John Kuiper, ME, Ann
Peckenpaugh Beckes, Chos Conner,
Alice Reed

Participating Life Members,
Huollis-& Jeanne Best, Gusy Proulc 82 R,
Cikamoba, Reubén & Teresz Peterson
International Members

Rob Gahan— England | Tokiko
Hagrwara— [apan, Janine Manson —
Seotand, Andeea Moim — Italy, lan
Tooley — Ausmalia

Recent Donations
to YA

I honor af the metrmiage of feffery ©
Linphant amad EH;'.;‘-‘{H# Bamean: M
and Mrs Mike Roberts

It ntenory of Henry Berrey: BT and Mrs
Tam Shephard

Lt metimainys of Cvmitliia Anclerson Fox;
Yvonne Cook, bt and Mrs Joe
Hellard

I ey of for Callson: Mr and Mis
lares | '

I metnany of Evereer B Hidweell Mrand
Med John Burkhart, Cigy of Invine,
s B Wilbur Daeschner, Eleanor
Drann, Mary Lee Daugherny and
Emily, Mrand Mrs-Byren Evans,
Mrand Mrs B Kent Gartinghouse,
Mr and Mre Webb Cadinghiouse,
Me and Mrs Whitney Garlinghouse,
Mrand Mes W Desn Helmick, fAr
and M= Robert Jones, Mr and
M H Krikogan, Mrand drs Charies
bcBride, Mrand Mrs Steve Polacel,
Mrand Mrs Andre Provost, Teffrey |
Ross, Mrand Mrs Grant Schreiber,
Bermy Swarre, Me and WMo Vidtor
Takeuchl, Mrs Charlea W Tidd, Me
and dirs Clande Woodley

It oy of Gearge Keimrs: Tames Clay-
tont, Mot and Mrs Roeald Hanscom,
trand Mrs William E Jones Jr M
Grffith B Lewis. Mr and Mrs Michael

Thomas

T memory of Warren Meod Lors Lea
Kizer, Mrand M Willlam MNichalls,
Jean B Pateon, Claudiies B Pateon,

M and M Ellwyn F Swets, Vernon
M Walker

Tr eerennsarss ol Bichand Phisew Mes
Fhinney
tie oy of Dr Card Sfrarsmith: Made-
line Brandi, Bark Diekhans, William
| Gaztrock, Sharmn Hamison, Alice
Hevwward, Mrand Mes Ralph Johnson,
[ Kaiser Mr and Mz James Lisk-
ovec, Tamick Marshment, Mis Sandra
Moare, Mancy Nies, Flizsbeth Roe-
mer, Iean Scher, D and M Walter
5t Gpar, Georgia Stgall, Mrand Mis
Richard Wiebe, Dt and Mrs Chardes
Woezsner, Richard Zacheile Family

iy wietrary of e Cordane Weigls; Drand
Mrs ] T Hollister

Computer Predicts
Wildtire Paths

Conttinisied from page 18

about what the computer said it
would do. As projected, it dieg
outwhen it reached granite
rocks and ran out of fuel,

The accuracy of the
computer to date has been
“pretty amazing," said Mark
Finney, a fire scientist who
helped devise the program.

But despite its sophistication,
the fire madeling computer pro-
gram still has its limitations.
While the computer can assume
an average wind speed, itisn't
able to adjust that average
speed for higher velocities on
ridge tops and lower velocities
down belowr

Then there is the matter of
predicting the weather.

If the weather prediction is
off, 5o is the projection of the
path of the fire. *Garbage in,
garbage out," Finney said.

Computers “are just one
mare tool,” said Duncan of Yo-
semite. “Human intuition tells
you-that if the wind changes,
the fire behavior is going to
change.”

The ane thing any computer
program can't do; however, is
predict politics, which increas-
ngly is playing a role in
national park Hrefighting,

In the case of the Gladier
Paoint fire, there was local out-
tage over the smoke it gener-
ated. And there has beena
debate between Federal and
Incal officials over Califomia’s
Clean Air Act, which mandates
the reduction of partculate pal-
lution-after it reaches a cetain
level, whether it orginates Fram
a factory smokestack or a forest
struck by lighting.

“Let's control fires sa the
smoke does not cause a health
hazard, " said Certrude Taber, a
Maripesa County supervisor
whose district includes part of
Yosemite.

Toutists in Yosemite, and
residents just outside the park,
*are living on the edge of wild
lands," said Ast Baggett, another
Mari County superisor
whum ﬂu:?’ s-and
totitsts at times will have to
deal with the smoke from a
natural fire,

In 1970, officials declded that
years of suppressing naturally
caused fires had created an un-
natural buildup of brush and
trees throughout the Park In
1972, they started to et some
lighting hires bum their way
through the wildermess. Fires in
the valley or near souctures,
however, were quickly put oot

The 1988 Yellowstone fire
prompted a return to suppress-
ing wilderness Fres under cer-
tain circumstances. In 1989, all
fives In every national parck were
immediately extinguished.

Mow, when fire danger is
high and manpower is low be-
cause of fires already raging
elsewhere, the National Park
Service will Immediately put
out all fires, said Bill Clark, a fire
management specialists.

Reprinted with prertnission ﬁ-om.
The Sacramento Bee, 1995,



YOSEMITE
ASSOCIATION

Join the Yosemite
Association

You can help support the work
of the Yosemite Association by
becoming a member. Bevenues
genemted by the Association's
activities are used to fund-a vanety
of Magonal Park Service programs
in Yosemite, Mot only does the
Wosemite: Associgtion publish and
sell literamure and maps, it sponsars
tield seminags, the park's Art Activ-
ity Center, and the Cuatrander Lake
5ki Hut:

A crincal elementin the stecessof
the Association is its membership.
[adividuals and famifies through-
Gt the country Fave long
stppotted the Yosemite Associa-
tion through their personal com-
mmitments, Waor't you join t m our

'ﬁ’m&nﬂte Association _
Post Office Box 230 't
_El Portal, CA'95318. 7

Addréss corection requested

effort b make Yosemite an even
better placet

Member Benehis

Az a membet of the Yosemite
Aszociation, vou will enjoy the
following benefits:

2 Yosmmite, the Association bul.
letin, published ona quanterly
hasis;

e A 15% discounton all books;
maps, posters, calendars and pub-
lications stocked forsale by the
Association;

A 10% discownl on most of the
fiefd seminars conducted by the

Association in Yosemite National
Park;

P The opporunity: to pamicipate
in the annual Members' Meeting
held in the park each fall, along

with other Assocation activities:

@ A Yosemite Association decal;
and

2 Special membership gifts a9
Foiberars

Supprortivg Meber: A gelection

af 8 handsome notecards {with
ervelopes) featuring beautiful
photepraphs: of Yosemite;
Comirifrimg Member: A Yosermite
Association milg — new design;
Sristatring Member: A copy-of the
award-winning video, Yosene: The
Fate of Heaveny

Life Member: Matted color phaoto-
graph by Howard Weamer of a
Yosemite scene; and

Partrating Life: Member, Ansel
Adams Special Bdition print, archi-
vally natnked.

Membership dues are tax-
deductible as provided by law,

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Associationasa. ..

Man-proft Orgamzaton
LS. POSTAGE
PAID
Yesernlte Association

Yosemite
Association
Boand of Trustees Sales
Lennin Robern, lnﬁﬂﬁlu'
W('h'“m” Anan Cinhue;
illimm Alsup ]
ﬁﬁ:;ﬁka” Wy Warton
't Lo Lk T ibiwiace
Cifiea Calisry ||||-.1h.!.IL'|n||W.li.H.-
Chrstina A Hallowas Serminary
Kathdewn Ot Peruy Ciwwrall,
David Robemeon oo
A Schrides EauCator
Thomias | Shephasd Ansfaran
FrryEis Waober
Duanlel Walkis WF 1 ot 3
Birhnra | G, e Sl e
NS Riprenenaiig S
Bacle Simithy Cashier
NS Mepes sty Shiteree Law
Gary © Frakes Memberstip
F-jics Haoly' Wainer,
Antdeew £ Her: Eoaihi
Ex ulffcie C ety
ol armie Mielion,
'Irl‘é:rr:gd;:ph:m, i
Elyiza Mubkian, Secretany'Ch
Ex afiiie Anoe Steed
President Yossute Coniide
Stameri B iviedley Edditnr

Feimizia Byianin

Moving¢

[| Regular Member [ Contributing Member [ Life Member
$25.00 550.00 $500.00 ; y
[} Supporting Member 1 Sustaining Member [| Participating Life Member :ﬂ‘&;g{}ﬂﬁi? li;gfv;
$35.09 $100.00 $1,000.00 to natify us. You are a valﬁ
[]1 Spouse / Partner [ International Member b flth A (]
add $5.00 $35.00 i .
and we'd like to keep in tou
with you.
Name (please pring; Fhione Number:
Address: City: State/Zip:

Enclosed is my check or money order for $ :

or charge to my credit card

Pankamericard/Visa Number;

Eupiration [ate:

MasterCard Number:

Expiration Tae:

Mail taYosemite Association; Post Office Box 230, Bl Portal, CA 95318, 208/879-2646

For Office Use
Jﬁid: L Card #

Exp, Date!

File: Comp:

Yose/ N\

|'5. Il.'r.l!'ff_-\.ur.h‘r.ll Aunrterhy for meniles ﬂllrhr.l'f
Yosemite Assaciation, edied i ol
Whatirretr ol preosdeeceidd foyr fan Gl
MNVisimr', Cominghr £ 1995 Yosemite
Msstciatinn Sulwmission of mamso
pinatagrapeks qml offier mraterals i
wielcimpd,

Printed ort vecveled paper
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