


WATER 1997

Covier plioro taken
by Geaff Green
retr tlie Yoseniite
Chapel as visitors
were evacuated on
Jaritiary 3, 1997,

Northside Drive
logking towards
Yoseniite Lodge at
11:30aam. on
Jatitiary 2, 1997

The storms which swept through Northern California in early January had a devastating impact o
Yosemite Valley and its access roads. The park has closed for an indefinite time period as the Nation
Park Service assesses the damage and begins the process of repair and recovery. Interior Secretary Br
Babbitt has annowunced that the cost to fully repair and restore the park could run as high as $178,053,(0
Copies of the Preliminary Damage Assessment Report released by the NPS can be ebtained by writi
Yosemite National Park, PO Box 577, Yosemite CA 95389, Attn.: Public Information Office. The co
plete document is also on the internet at http://www.nps.gov/yose.

In a future issue of the journal, we intend to have a detailed report of what occurred and what 8
restoration process might entail. For this issue, however, we've gathered unofficial photos from seve
local residents who documented the storm and its aftermath. We thought YA members would appreci
seeing firsthand some of the havoe created by the flooding.

CrenfF Greei
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Tent cabins damaged in Camp 6, an emiployee hotising
ared.

Cook’s Meadow at noon on Janary 1, 1997,

Upper River Campground as the waters receded on
January 4, 1997,

In El Portal, the Parkline Restaurant’s kitchen was
washed away by the Merced River,

Geotl Gresn

Gealf Green Arinn Grogan




Clockwise from top:
Highway 140 washed out in the area called the “Cookie”
between the Avch Rock Entrance and the Cascades.,

Road damage at Happy Isles,
Damage to Lower Yosemite Falls bridge, January 4, 1997,

Int El Portal, another area of major damage to Highway 140,

Facing page:
A medical rescue from Yosenmite Lodge on fanuary 2, 1997
wstag a front end loader to navigate thraugh high water.

|.eray Radazovich

Creolf Green

Wllary Coelha

Eric Lisgniam






Sury Caclho

Geoll Green

Damage to Superintendent’s Bridge in Coak's Meadow,

The Village Store parking lot on Jannary 2,

Floodwaters in Camp 6, an emplayee housing areq.

Erle Lusigrain




Wezan Gnagan

View of Pohono Bridge from the gir.
Close wp of damage to Pohono Bridge.

Highway 148 in El Porial on January 2,
as the Merced River was rising.
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BY NORMAN CLYDE
INTRODUCTION BY
ROBERT PAYLIE

The history of California’s Sierra Nevada is replete with the leg
endary exploits of numerous men and women who explored, re
eled in and revealed the beauty and terror of this great mountai
range. The life history, writings, and philosophy of individuals lik
John Muir have been well chronicled; less well known but nonethe
less important is Muir's twentieth century equivalent, moun-
taineer and nature writer Norman Clyde (1885-1972). Like Muis
Clyde was of Scottish descent and a transplanted Californian
came to know this portion of his adopted state better than any liv
ing persor.

During his adult life he made numerous ascents of High Sie
peaks and penned articles that appeared in publications such @
Touring Topics (Westways), Motorland, Sierra Club Bulletis
Fresno Bee and others. Some of his writings have been collecte
into limited edition volumes which continue to find favor amon

Noran Clyde

a small cadre of hikers, climbers and other aficionados of the
Range of Light. Who was this elusive character who was out of place in town and yet at home among
high peaks?

Norman Clyde was a mountaineer who explored an unknown part of the state — the vertical world
the High Sierra, entirely under his own power. In his own words, he “came between the pioneers and thy
rock climbers.” He was the first person to ascend over two hundred peaks throughout western No
America, literally standing where no other human being had ever been. He eventually climbed more th
one thousand peaks in his lifetime, some several times over. He had a deep and abiding love of the outdoor
fostered at a young age in the woods of western Pennsylvania and Canada. As a teacher he shared his lave
the natural world with others. He has made a lasting impression, not only on his fellow mountaineers, ba
on past and future wilderness travelers through his writings.

His was a world of dazzling granite and glacial ice, deep blue sky and toweringly ominous thunderheads
Clyde was often alone in this rugged world with only the sound of the wind, his boots on rock and snow; a
his slow steady breathing. His longtime friend, Jules Eichorn, captured the essence of Clyde when he '
“To me there can never be another human being so completely in tune with his chosen environment — th
mountains — as Norman Clyde.”

After resigning from his post as principal of Independence High School in 1928, Clyde supported hims
as a writer and guide. He was a prolific author; the catalog of his writings, housed at the Bancroft Library
identifies 1,467 articles written by Clyde on a number of subjects, most of which related to hiking and clim
ing. Others included rescues, geographical descriptions, natural history subjects, and his favorite hobbie
pastimes, and pursuits: skiing, photography, guns, camping, and mountaincraft, A sampling of titles includ
“A Day in May on University Peak,” “Consider the Machete,” Unavoidable Hardships — Ignore Them,” a
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limbing career in the central and southern Sierra,
e was familiar with Yosemite's peaks and valleys,
nd he even wintered at Glacier Point for a few
ears, courtesy of his friend and park ranger Bert
arwell. The following previously unpublished
icle, “The Mountains of the Yosemite Region,” is
lyde’s tribute to Yosemite.

Robert Pavlik

though the lure of the Yosemite Park and the adjoining
eas is due most of all to its unsurpassed waterfalls and
atchless canyons, its lofty mountains also possess an
thralling fascination. For upwards of a half century
ose surrounding the Tuolumne Meadows, an area of
pine grassland some ten miles in length extending from
elevation 8500 feet above sea-level to one of about
0,000 feet, has been a favorite among lovers of the Sierra
levada,

The finest of these is Mt. Lyell, 13,090 feet in altitude,
e loftiest and most beautiful mountain in Yosemite
ark, and having on its north face the second largest glac-
r in the range. From many vantage points to the north
d northeast it is a remarkably spectacular mountain
hose beauty is greatly enhanced by the glacier which
lothes much of its north face extending well up to its
mmit. To the southeast and west respectively of it are
It. Rodgers and Mt Maclure, both some 13,000 feetin a
levation and both rather striking peaks.

A few miles in an airline southeast of Mt. Lyell stands
spectacular group of dark jagged mountains including
anner Peak (12,957), Mt. Ritter (13,156} and the
linarets (12,277). From points far up and down the
nge and from others far out in the valleys east of it,

Reex flutler

Cathedral Peglk

TOSEMITE AFSDCIATION

“Sttow Bound in the Sierra Nevada.” If one was rejected, Clyde would rewrite and edit the piece for submis-
ion to another publication. He always remained shy about his writing abilities remarking that “Once in a
while...I find an editor foolish enough and dumb enough to accept one or more of my articles.”

The following sample of Clyde’s writing was probably written in the 1950s, toward the end of his long clinb-
mg career. He first visited the Yosemite region in 1910, as a young man fresh from his westward travels and
ungry for wilderness. He hiked and climbed for another fifty years, both alone and in the company of others,
mcluding David Brower, Richard Leonard, and Carl Sharsmith. Although Clyde spent most of his life and
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One should not leave unmentioned
Mt. Hoffmann, for although 10,921 feet in
elevation its central and isolated position renders
its summit an excellent vantage point from
which almost the entire area of the Park
can be surveyed.

Mt. Hoffrmann
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Pex Humilier

these peaks form a beautiful and impressive landmark. Ta
the west they drop away abruptly to the rugged uppe
veaches of the canyon of the North Fork of the San
loaguin River: to the east to the headwaters of severs
streams fowing into the Middle Fork of the same river
The most beautiful of these is Shadow Creek, with its
series of unusually charming lakes beginning with
Minaret Lake near the foot of the jagged Minarets, at ag
elevation of some 10,000 feet, and continuing through
Iceberg, Ediza and Shadow Lakes, all fascinatingly beau
ful with superb, alpine settings. Eastward and northeast
ward respectively of Banner Peak lie Garnet ang
Thousand Island Lakes, the former noteworthy for the
spectacular background of Banner Peak as seen to the
west; the other for scores of rocky islets protruding abow
its limpid waters:

To the east of Tuolumne Meadows rise Mts, Dan
(13,050} and Gibbs {12,700). From most directions thes
display gently curving lines, but to the northeast the fon
mier possesses striking cliffs with a small glacier nestlin
at their base. Viewed from Tuolumne Meadows at sunsg
their red slates assume roseate hues deepening to crimsog

Northward a few miles from the lower end of tl#

meadows stands a handsome light gray mountain wif
spectacular cliffs to the southwest. This is Mt Connes
12,556 feet in elevation. Its summit commands an excep
tienally wide panorama for a mountain of its elevatiog
extending northward and southward over the Siers
Nevada for scores of miles. Its north face drops steeply
a glacier.

Southward a short distance from the meadows, risis
in a striking manner above a conifer-clad valley slope;
a number of granite spires. The most noteworthy of the
is Cathedral Peak (10,933) which from various directiof
hasa resemblance to a Gothic cathedral. Worthy of me
tion also is Unicorn Peak (10,849) owing its name to th
single sharp peak on the west end of its summit arel
Other striking pinnacles, or rather groups of them, a8
Echo Peaks and Columbia Finger.

Along the divide extending northwestward from
Conness Tuns a series of rather high peaks which rea®
their culmination in Matterhorn Peak {12,281) so call@
from the fact that from certain directions it has som
resemblance to the Matterhorn. It is relatively easy 8
ascent, but a superb view is obtained from its summg
This is the least frequented portion of the Park, yet it cog
tains many beautiful canyons — the finest of which
probably those of Matterhorn and Virginia Creeks —
many charming lakes, the best of which are perhag
Benson and Rodgers. Around the latter are several easil
ascended peaks which command good views.

One should not leave unmentioned Mt. Hoffmann,
although 10,921 feet in elevation its central and isolate
position renders its summit an excellent vantage poin



from which almost the entire area of the Park can be sur-
veyed. Tuolumne Peak, its nearest neighbor to the north-
east, commands an excellent view down the Grand
Canyon of the Tualumne River.

South of the headwaters of the Merced River runs a

line of beautiful peaks. The finest of those is Mt Clark

11,506) a striking granite peak of Matterhorn type, of
which impressive views can be had from most elevations
on the rim of Yosemite Valley, notably from Glacier Point
and Sentinel Dome. Other peaks in this group are Gray

11,581), Red (11,700), Merced (11,722) and Triple
Divide {10,996) Peaks. Mt, Starr King (%,166) an isolated
granite cone a few miles west of Mt Clark, is a conspicu-
ous landmark and its seldom-sealed summit commands
I VEry extensive panoramia.

To the mountain-climber, the peaks briefly described
ibove afford numerous interesting and some fascinating
wscents. Mt Lyell is most readily climbed from the north
across the glacier; a route which always involves snow and
sometimes ice-climbing, Mt, Maclure can easily be scaled
sortheast. Mt. Rodgers can be climbed without difficulty
from the southeast, a side which is, however, not readily
accessible. Banner Peak is an easy climb from the saddle
Setween it and Mt Ritter, a very difficult one up its east-
#rn face. Mt, Ritter is a moderately difficult one from the
ibove mentioned saddle, and can also be ascended from
‘the northwest and the southeast, The Minarets possess a
variety of pinnacle-climbs.

The summits of Mts, Dana and Gibbs can easily be
reached from the west; the former offers a rather arduous
escalade up its northeastern cliffs. The top of Mt. Conness

:an be readily attained from the south; by more difficult
routes from the northeast and up the north face. The
ipires to the south of Tuolumne Meadows have many
mnteresting and several difficult rock scrambles, Matter-
horn is 4 good climb from the south, Mt. Hoffmann is
very easy, as is also Tuolumne Peak, although the latter is
‘ess accessible. Mt. Clark is nsually ascended from the
north and sometimes from the northwest. There is some
xcellent rock work on its summit-arete, but this is not
nearly so “airy” as Clarence King would intimate. The
ither peaks of this group are comparatively easy ascents
from the north and northwest, Mt Starr King is a some-
what dangerous “rubber shoe” climb from the northwest,

The above sketch is intended to afford merely a birds-
eve view of the loftier peaks of one of our finest National
arks. To know them thoroughly and intimately is a mat-
ter of many seasons of exploring and climbing among
them, but a passing acquaintance with them is very
worthwhile,

Robert Paviik lives in San Luis Obispo and is writing o
iography of Norman Clyde. He can be reached ar 493
Woodbridge Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401.

Viewed from Tuolumne Meadows
at sunset their red slates assume roseate

hues deepening to crimson.

Hex Rarder




(GER PANS—AN AMERICAN SKI WAY

BY GEME ROS

When old skiers begin telling lies about the early davs of
American skiing, nearly all of those tales eventually come
home to the slopes of Yosemite’s Badger Pass, Before such
big names as Sun Valley, Aspen or Alta unfolded on the
American ski scene, Badger Pass stood as the nation's first
resort devoted exclusively to skimg:

In the winter of 1934-35—and in the middle of the
Great Depression—DBadger Pass opened its doors to an
eager crowd of skiers, Over the next few years it attracted
world-wide attention, luring many of the "big names™ to
its slopes, including Jules Fritsch, Hannes Schroll, Sigi
Engl, Charles Proctor and Luggi Foeger,

Yosemite's trail with the slippery slats goes back even
earlier. In the 19205, Don Tressider, the president of the
Yosemite Park & Curry Co., the concessionaire, cast about
for ways to boost use in the company’s overnight facili-
ties, normally limited to the summer tourist season.
Tressider, along with his wife Mary, had earlier been
exposed to skiing in Europe, As they saw it, Yosemite
could be the winter sports capital of the nation — and
help Gl up their overnight facilities during the slow win-
ter months. A new, all weather highway was also making
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its way up the Merced River Canyon, and that might hely
push the ski scene.

“We had ourselves been infected by the deadly
virus, and we saw Yosemite with its background of beaut$

as an outstanding winter place,” Mary Tressider recalls
some years before her death in 1974, After attending tf
1928 Winter Games at 5t. Moritz, the Tressiders could s
ski tracks at Yosemnite. At those games, the skiing comp
tition was limited to cross country and jumping. As
result they believed a series of high country huts 1
would allow skiers to gain access to the majestic higs
country of the park should be developed '

They returned home and started making plans. Aft
briefing staff, a small ski chalet was constructed on tf
North Rim of Yosemite Valley at Snow Creek. A rangs
cabin at Tenava Lake was also converted to a ski chalet
was another park services building at Tuolumns
Meadows. In Yosemite Valley, an ice skating rink, an
toboggan run were built, and the Mountain House
Glacier Point was modified so it could accommodal
winter sport enthusiasts.

The Tressiders then toured Canada and Europe an



tired some of the best skaters and ski instructors they
ould find. At the same time, they encouraged the forma-
tion of the Yosemite Winter Club, which was intended to

spread the gospel of winter sports. “We confidently
xpected that within a few years the High Sierra Camps
would be a series of winter huts like those found in the
Alps or the Tyrol with skiers touring from one to
inother,” Tressider added,

But it was not to be. While hut skiing was promoted
or several seasons at Yosemite, few of the participants
were mentally or physically prepared for the rigors of ski
mountaineering. But a strange thing happened along the
ity. Across the country a handful of Americans were dis-
overing the thrills of something known as down moun-
ain skiing — which went on to become dawnhill skiing.

1 Yosemite Valley itself, ice skating, tobogganing, and
ven a version of downhill skiing were also generating
ave reviews. Winter sports were on their way.

For some time a handful of park residents had been

iding down the slopes of a small mound near the valley
tables. One of those young skiers by the name of Tom
sovulewski enjoyed the spart so much that he began
oking around the park for other areas. Sovulewski’s
ather, Gabriel, had arrived in the park as a cavalry
noper. At oné point he served as “park supervisor”
sefore taking charge of trail construction. As such, the
Ider Savulewski knew the Yosemite area well. He sug-
cested an area near Badger Pass named Tempo Dome, on
he south rim of the valley. Young Tom checked it out and
wnd the skiing just to his liking, Others followed. Soon
ne Tressiders figured they had better go along with the
low and began providing transportation to the site,

about 20 miles south of Yosemite Valley. Gradually skiing
took hold. Tom Sovulewski and his sister Gabrielle went
om to become state ski champions, Over time, other super
skiers came along, including Leroy Rust and the famous
Blatt brothers.

About that time Yosemite and six other sites made a
strong bid to host the first Winter Olympics in the United
States. But in 1929, Lake Placid was selected after a bit-
terly contested effort to bring the games to Yosemite. It
wiis a bittersweet victory for Lake Placid. Fortunately, the
downhill events were not included in the 1932 winter
games, for Lake Placid came up bare that winter. During
the actual competition, ski jumpers were leaping onto a
stack of hay, and the cross country skiers had to make
their way over a narrow path of snow trucked in from
other areas. Meanwhile at Yosemite, skiers were swishing
across 14 feet of snow,

< !

Mary Curry Tressider (on the left) skifng with fiiends in the
eatly years of Badger Pass.
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YOSEMITE SKI SCHOOL - WINTER 1948

Orver the years and down the slopes, Badger acquired a
rich and colorful heritage, one that touched many of the
pioneer skiers. For years, the mark ol a Badger Pass ski
was to ski the main évent in less than a minute, giving rise
to the “Flying 50" event. In the winter of 1948, a young
Nic Fiore was added to Luggi Foeger's ski school. After
arriving at Merced by train, Fiore was picked up and dri-
ven to Yosemite late at night and in the middle of a blind-
ing snow storm. Arriving near midnight, Fiore was
assigned a room and retired for the night, unaware of the
surrounding landscape. The following morning. he
stepped out into the dazzling sunlight and viewed the
snow-covered splendor of Yosemite Valley, The storm had
broken. The big walls were coated with fresh snow. Fiore
was stunned by the awesome beauty of the place. But he
was also troubled; all he could see was steep vertical walls
surrounding the valley. At that moment Foeger arrived
on the scene to show him around. "But Luggi,” he asked
immediately, "where do the beginners ski?”

Despite its ups and downs, Badger Pass has continued
on. Though sometimes disparaged as “Badger Flats" for
its minuscule 700 feet of skiable elevation, the veteran ski
area has remained a popular destination with many
skiers. Beginners and the timid gain confidence on its
gentle slopes. Old time skiers also love its laid-back
atmosphere and easy going ways,

But Badger may encounter some rough going in the
vears ahead. A growing number of park observers believe
that “mechanized recreation” has little or no place ina
national park, where natural values should predominate.

s L Ew L= T i

The Mational Park Service has eliminated downhill skiin
from several national parks, including Mount Rainie
Lassen, and most recently at Sequoia National Park. T
1991, the MNational Parks and Conservation Associatio
urged the park service to remove the ski area at Badg
Pass. Along the same approach, the organization also su
gested that the golf course at Wawona be eliminated
that the meadow could revert 1o its natural condition.

Whatever the future holds for Badger Pass, it has a ric
past with good memories that remain in many skier
hearts.

Longtime YA member Gene Rose lives in Fresno and 1s
freelance journalist.

Ingtructors of the Yosemite 5ki School for 1948
include Nic Fiore (fourth from the right),



SEMINARS—They re Happening!

Wosemite Field Seminars are flling with
nihusiastic participants for spring and
summer classes at the park, Opening
dates for Yosemite Valley arve still unclear,
sut our scheduled classes appear to fall
ithin the National Park Service's pro-
pected plans. Several courses are already
Sl Wawona Wild flowers, Waterfalls, &
Wriant Sequoias; and two new classes, the
ear Facts and the Bristlecone Pine
course. But there are seventv-seven other
ercific seminars with openings!

Courses scheduled for spring in the
pothills will provide an opportunity for
it 1o get & first-hand look at the dra-
tic changes in the Merced River
Canyon in addition to the osual wonder-
ul wildflower display. We have made fur-
bher room accommuodation arrangements
for folks to stay in El Porial, in addition
o the ones made in Yosemite Valley when
1 opens.
summer field trips in Tuolumne
feadows are filling and even though we
fiink the spring runoff shouldn’t affect
hese course logistics, we recommend
Siat you make plans now for sumumer
997, As the Yosemite Association staff
fid during the fires of 1990, we will work
ard to make the field seminar trips go!

Call Penny or Lou if you have any
uestions—we  hope 1o see you at
osemnite this year!

097 Spring Forum Canceled

Vith the recent flooding and subse:
juent closure of Yoscorite Vulley foran
ndefinite period of time, we have been
areed to cancel the annoal YA Spring
prum which would have been held on
March 22 in the valley. Since this is such

popular  member

splored  several options including

hanging the date and holding the event

mitside the valley. Unfertunately, none
feasible, which

neel the Forum

il the alternutives wn
il to the decision toc

or this year.

function, we.
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Roberts and Holloway Re-elected to YA Board

Incumbent trustees Lennie Roberts and
Christina A. Holloway were re-elected
o $erve new six year terms on the
Yosemite Association Board of Trustees,
Mominated by committee, Roberts and
Holloway were unopposed for their seats
and, as provided in the Associalion’s by-
laws, declared winners without the bal-
loting process.

Serving on the YA Board since 1982,
Lennie Roberts presides aver the group as
Chairman. She is also a member of the
Yosemite Fund Council of Directors.
Lennie lives in Portola Valley and is an
active and longtime participant in a
number of Bay Area environmental
issues. She joined the Committee for
Green Foothills in 1968 and still serves as
their Legislative Advocate for San Mateo
County. In 1972, she was a founder of the
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District.

Lennie was appointed in 1994 to the
Citizens Advisory Commission for the
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
{GGNRA) by Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt. The Citizens Advisory
Commission serves as the “eyes and ears
of Congress” and advises the National
Park Service on management issues in
the GGNRA. Most recently, Lennie was
Chairperson of the successful citizen’s

initiative, Measure T, which requires
Caltrans to build a tuanel at Devil's Slide
on the San Mateo County coast. Measure
T passed in the November1996 elections
by a landslide 799 yes vote.

Christy Holloway joined the YA Board
in 1993, She serves on several committees
and presently oversees the Associaltion's
work in strategic planning for the future,
Christy has also been active in a number
of Bay Area environmental groups inter-
ested in both preserving open space and
teaching the next generation to appreci-
ate and preserve the carth, She serves as
President for the Peninsula Open Space
Trust, one of the most successtul land
trusts in the country, She was a founding
member of the Environmental Volun-
teers, an organization with 150 trained
volunteers who visit classrooms and
teach creative environmental education
to peninsula school children, She also
waorks with the Trust for Hidden Villa in
Los Altos which serves over 17,000 chil-
dren each year in programs blending
environmental education and multicul-
tural understanding,

Both Lennie and Christy are elaguent
advocates on Yosemite's behalf, as well as
valuable and hard-working members of
Yiv's Board of Trustees,
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Yolunteer
In Yosemite!

The successful and popular YA volunteer
programs provide a viriety of opportu-
nities for members to share some of their
time with park visitors and improve park
resources. The fanwary flooding and.sub-

sequent closure of Yosemite Valley for-an

extended period of time may have an
effect on these programs for the coming
SeARaN.

One shori-term voluntéer program is
the Member Worktrips: These work
weels are cooperatively sponsored by YA
which supplies the laber the Yosemite
Institute which provides the mzals and
leadership, the NP5 which establishes
angd supervises the work projects, and
Yosemite Concession Services which con-
tributes the funding for the progeam. n
each workirip, 15 energetic YA mentbers
gather fora five doy revegetation project
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in'the park. The volanteer groups camp
together in special tent sites, have their
meils provided, and work foar days with
a free day in the middle, Typically, there
are bwi rips scheduled for the Taolomne
Meadows area in-the sommer, another
trip that tackles projects in the backcoun-
try, and two more work weeks thar rake
place in Yosemite Valley in the fall, often
working on Tiver restoration.

Another way 1o volunteer is through
the Member Volunteer Program where
peaple perform a variety of tasks such as
signing up new members, serving as
hosts for semifar participants, and assist-
ing the Park: Service naturalists by
answering visilor questions, These volun-
teers come fora 4-6 week period and
share campsites 1o Yosemite Valley or
Tuokumme Meadows. Tnthe Valley, volun-

i e L
Jeuss Miarimuoin

tedrs staff the Museum Gallery, operat
the Visitor Center's Orjentation Sk
Shiow, and work in the YA Membershi
Booth answering visitor inguiries an
encouraging membership. The Tuclu
Meadows volunteers staif a membersh
booth and welcome seminar particl
into the seminar campground, Volumtees
in both these lacations work a 4:5
week and réteive 4 stipend of 36 | r
workday,

Becanse of the impact on camp
grounds affected by the flood, we a8
unsure about the status of these prod
grams for this season, However, ihles
ested members should call or write eithe
Holly or Connde-at {209) 379-2646 for @
spphication or more information &s
hecomes available.




tdian Creek flowing over road near the Village Store

ublic Comment Solicited
11 Draft Housing Plan

the Diraft Yosemite Valley Housing Plan
ddendum, Supplemental Environmen-
il Impact Statement has been released
or public comment. Superintendent B, [,
riffin announced that “the release of the
raft. Yosemite Valley Housing Plan
ddendum represents a major step for-
rd in the process of implementing the
urk's 1980 General Management Flan
iMPL"
The goals of Yosemite's 1980 GMP
re originally developed with wide-
nread public input. The plan called for
ducing congestion and restoring
losermite’s natural processes by remaving
AECERsAry Hnusing and administrative
cilities from Yosemite Valley: The pre-
frred alternative of the draft plan pro-
pses. to relocate: housing for 345
implovees, and move National Park
ervice and Yosemite Concession Services
dministrative headquarters  facilities
fom Yosemite Valley to El Portal,
Comments on the Draft Yosemite
alley Housing Plan Addendoum will be
coepted for a 90 day period, from
Pecember 13, 1996 until March 13, 1997,
Public input in this process is an
tremely valuable part of planning for
osemite’s  future,”  Superintendent
iffin:stated. 1f you would like to receive
copy of the Draft Yosemite Housing
fan, please write the Superintendent,
agemite: Mational Park, PO Box 577,
bsemite; CA 95389, Attention: Draft
esemiite Valley Housing Plan.

Large Gift of Stock Received

The Yosemite Association recently
received a generows gift of stock from
long-time Yosemite lover and former res-
ident, Helen Melntash of Burlingame.
Helen was introduced to the beauties of
Yosemite in the summer of 1929 during a
school break from her first year at UC
Berkeley. An accounting major; she found
a job in the Curry Company pavroll
office, and quickly became an ndispens-
able emplovee. Working with Donald
Tressider, she learned first hand about the
rivalry between Stanford and UC. She
earned $135 @ month and paid §17 fora
darmitory room across from Yosemite
Liodge.

Helen returned to Yosemite every
summer during college, and became a
full-time emplovee after graduation, She
enjoyed the “firefall” in summer and went
ice-skating in the winler, Her expericnces
working and living in the park enriched
her life and provided her many pleasur-
able memarigs. [t was also in Yosemite
that she learned the value of conserva-
tiom; she feels strongly that Yosemite is an
irreplaceable natural treasure that must
be chierished.

Evervone at the Yosemite Association
thanks Helen Mcltosh for her kind gift
and for her commitment to Yosemite,
Gifts of securities are always welcomed by
YoAo please call our office at {209} 379-
1646 with any questions aboul the
process.

G Gieeer

209/379-2317

Remembering the Firefall

Here's an activity that is nostalgic, fun,
and doesn't cost anything,

Recently, some friends amd T were dis-
cussing the Firefall at Yosenite Valley, We
all remember it quite clearly, but the
memories we haveare very different from
each other, Nobody who saw that mes-
merizing cascade of fire from out of the
inky blackness will forget it, but whose
memary is maost accurate?

If you want to participate in my
absolutely unofficial survey of what really
happened, drop me a note at the addresy
below, Weite what you remember about
the dialog, the music played or sung, and
any other aspects which colored your
perceptions. ['ll colleet the data and pub-
lish it in an appropriate form for us all to
share sometime next vear.

Don Landauer, Box 624002, 5. Lake
Tahoe, CA 96154
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DIRECT
FROM NATURE

e iy NalvieWs

00425 Direct from Mature:

The Qil Sketches of Thomas Hill

by fanice T Drteshach with an assay by Willlam H. Gerdrs,

The newest publication of the Yosemite Association, this is the
first book to driw attention to the remarkable oil sketches of
famed landseape artist Thomas Hill, These smaller pieces,
painted in the feld directly from nature, represent some of

a0 Hill's fingst work and include sabjects as diverse as
:ﬁ Yosemite; the White Mountamns, and Alaska,

Pinesi aw vkt

sl An essay by Fanice T, Driesbach, curator of art at the

= . Crocker Art Museum in Sacramento, details Hill's
-~ . production of the oil sketches while providing much new

7 valuable information about his life. Driesbach contends that

Hill, thriough his small wiorks, helped define an aesthetic for
depicting California and broader American landscapes,

There is considerable treatment of Hills work an Yosemite,
including his tme in Wawona and Yosemite Valley.

The essaysare illustrated with over 90 reproductions

{rmost in full color) of paintings by Thomas Hill and other
landscape artists. A chronology of the artist's life-and an
index have also been added. With its thorough coverage of
the subject and key new biographical information about Themas FEll, Direct from Nature is a landmarl work 1t is sure 1o appeal
to & wide audience including art historians, students of California history, and lovers of Western landscapé art. 128 pages,
copiously fllustrated, primarily in ¢olorn, Published in sssociation with the Crocker Art Musenm.  Faper, S19.85

17545 The Fine Art of California Indian Basketry

by Brian Biliby,

This publication grew out of an exhibition of California [ndian
basketry held at the Crocker Muscum. Sixty-two different bas-
kets, from modern to guite old, are pictured and described, and
then comments from various authorities including weavers and
scholars are attached. The baskets Have been divided intovarious
groups such s burden baskets; storage haskiets, caps and cradles;
and ceremmonial and pift baskets, allowing fscinatimg compar-
isonz of ke baskers.

Among the commentators on the baskets is the Yosemiie
Museum's Crasg Bates; author of Tradition and Innovation - A
Basket History of the Tndians of the Yosemite-Mono Lake Area
published by Y.A.

The book gives testament to the fact that there is o renewed
appreciation for basketry a5 o medium of culwiral and artistic
expression, and that basket weaving s a vigorous and ongoing
contempromary art. 128 pages, 62 color photos, multiple other
illustrations. Crocker Art Muscum inassociation with- Hevday
Books, 1996, Paper, $20.00




g 16280 The Oxford History of the American West

| = TAHE = edited by Milner, (' Connor, and Sandweiss,
DXFGRD : Here is a comprehensive study of the rich complexity of the vast and varied
HISTORY American West. Covering events from the arrival of the Navajos in the Southwest, to
OF THE the first Spanish settlements in New Mesico, to the large Mormon migration to the
AMERICAN Great Salt Lake, 1 the development of the neon landscape of Las Vegas, the history
WEST stretches-across centuries and embraces many voices and contrasting caltures.

The volutie is not limited to weitten docaments: it indudes thoughtful anabyses of
important paintings, books, and films. Furthermore, it 5 well-illostrated, with over
200 illustrations mnging from Native American rockart to photographs by Dorothe
Lunge and Ansel Adams and paintings by Frederic Remington and Georia O Keeffe.
Key recent events, such as the Los Angeles viots of 1992, are also considered,

This i a lively, anthoritative work, based on fine scholarship, that continual ly chal-
lenrges the familiar as it broadens the reader’s understanding of the great American
S B SRS = West. 72 pages; illustrated in both color and black and white, Oxford University
Press, 1994, Paper, $25.00.

12050 Pajaro Field Bag

This newly developed waist pack features seven pockets

for everything you'll need when you're hiking

o enjoying time i the outdoors, The main
pocket is sized to accommodate fiell guides,

travel books, or binoculars, there are smaller
pockets (indluding one with a #ipper) for
note padsand maps, and specialized

pockets for pencils, pens, and sunglasces

Best of all, a secret pocket sealed with Velero

keeps keys, credit cards, and other valuables safe.

11's the best such pack we've found, Made

in the LL.5.A, of durable Cordura in forest green

and-black by Pajaro.  $29.95

15598 Nightwatch - An Equinox Guide to Viewing the Universe

by Terence Diickinson,

This wire-o-bound book is aimed at all those who want to know more about
astronomy but don't know where to start. The author’s overriding goal is to pro-
vide & complete first book an amateur astronomy. He has undoubredlysucceeded.
Coverage s thorough, with treatments of the stars, the planets, the moon and s,

15198 Birder's Dictionary comets, meteors, and auroras. The universe is intraduced in eleven steps as the

I Rawdall T, Cox. cosmes are revealed to the beginning astronomer,

Intended for birders and outdoor enthusiasts of all rypes;

this is a convenient source for biological, anatomical, Activities include backyard wstronomy with extensive information on stargazing
physiological, behavioral and taxonemic information equipment, and photographing the night sky. And theres a large section laying out
about birds, Its-small size makes it perfect for window the viirious resources available 1o astronomers from magazines and books to clubs
ledge: glove compartment, backpack, or library. and conventions and planetariams and observatories,

Colloguial as well as techmical terms-are presented inan
eagy-to-read formal, snd the textis complemented by
berutiful line drawings of avian anstomy,

Extensively illustrated with many color
and black and white photographs as well
as with star charts and other drawings, the
book is'a great introductory volume for
the lay persom guaranteed to stimulate
interest in the heavens, 160 pages, Firefly
Books, revised edition, 1996, Wire hind-
ing, $24.95.

Appendices list North American and world bicd orders in
several farmats, and there is 4 helpful bibliography. This
one-of-a-kind reference is perfect For the novice or expe-
rienced birder, the student, the researcher, the wrtist, ar
the photographer, |86 pages, black and white illustra-
tions, Falcon Press; 1996,  Paper, $8.95




Native American [tems from the Yosemite Museur

90900 Doll Necklace.

These charming 3 inch dollsare
made by well-known Kiowa artist
Vieginia Vesta Harragarrah, who
lives northwest of Yosetite, Using
a pattern perfected years ago by
her mother in Oklahoma, Ms,
Harragarra dresses these dolls in
soft leather dresses emblazoned
with traditional patterns, and fits
each with a beaded neckluce. The
dollis then attached tooaleather
necklace. Every neclklace is-a
unigue creation, They have been
a popularitem at our Yosemite
Museum Shop, and make
excellent gifts.  §16.00

turesaround the world. When

* noise, thought by some to imitate

90001 Bull Roarer.
Anancient toy, commaon o many cul-

whirled above the head onathong,
the bisll roarer makes a loud “maring”

the sound of thunder. These Miwak
examples are carved from split sugar
pine, painted with red ochre and
black geomertric patterny, and pri-
vided with'a thong of smoked elk
hide. A popular item with children,
ethmomusicologists, and collectors,
£10.00

90217 Chief Lemee.

This 157 fall hard-carved wooden rieplica depiots the well-known
Yosemite Miwok dancer Chris ‘Chief Lemee® Brown. Chief Lemee
fc. 1900-1856), was descended from hereditary Miwok leaders,

) Between 1926 and his death in 1956 he performed dances for visit
. / 16 Yosemite Valley in the Indian Village behind the Yosemite Museum
\,__ - This model of Chief Lemee is complete with minlature feather capes

meticulously painted moccasing, headed neckluces, 4 cocoon rattle,
and other items based on careful study of historic photographs of

Chief Lemee snd his regalia in the Yosemite Museum Collection. A
unigiie Yosemite collectable. - $400.00

92500 Crossrock Earrings.
Blending the perfect symmetry of nature with MNative American
artistry, these earrings are the creation of local Native American Sung
Chapman. Made using small metamorphic rocks she finds in the
Merced River west of Yasemite, Ms. Chapman malches pairs of thes
gray “cross-rocks”, and then embellishes o

them by weaving small black iridescent glass ~
beads around themn, To Ms, Chapman, the =
natural four-part cross pattern she finds in o
these stones is = visible manifestation sym-

biolizing the Four Directions:.  $18.00

95005 Duck Decoy.

Decoys, waven of tules and cattails, have been used for
aver 2,000 years by Native American hunters in Nevada

These six itich lang models ate replicas of the

larger decoys made in historic fimes by
Paiute men. Each duck decoy 5 unicue,
made of the stems of the aguatic tule,
bound and wrapped with tough cat-
tauil lesves: They represent the sar-
wival of MNative American technology
over thosands of vedrs, (Full
size decoys are also availableal $45.00 each.) §12.00

TOSEMITE ASSOCIATION WIiINTER | 997



07516 Yosemite
Association Patch

Our Association logo is
embroidered on colarful,
sturdy fahnc for placement
an diypacks, shirts, blue
jeans, jackets; or wherever]
The mewly-designed patch
isavailable o three attractive colors: dark
blue; forest green, and maroon; $3.00

| please specify color)

07800 Yosemite Wilderness Pin

Here's a beautiful enamel pin commen-
orating Yosemite's unparalleled wilderness.
It's circular in shape with a high country

scene rendered in blues, grays, and greens.
e 4 real tredsure for collectors,
B Approximately | inch In digrieter. $4.00

07510 Yosemite Association Mug

This distinctive and functional heavy ceramic
mg feels good with your hand wrapped ardund
it Available in two colors { green-and maroon),

if's imprinted with ourloge and name in black
and white. Holds 12 sunces of your favorite

400 Sierra Nevada Field Card Set DEteipr: S0 e ety olat)

Lo Hlustrated by Elizabeth Morales
pa ‘,'.{_g; = 4 These handy field identification cards depict the most commonly seen birds,
--’% & i _}_ -~ mammals, trees, and wildflowers:from the Sierra Nevada region. Hlustrated
L B Gl with eolor drawings and including information about the size, habirat, and
other field marks of each, the cards are unbreakable, waterproof vinyl plas-
tie and fit conveniently in one’s daypick or glhove compartment. Partico-
larly helpful for newcomers to the Sierra as regularly observed flora and
Fauna can be quickly identiticd. Four phastic cards printed on hoth sides,
Yosentite Association, 1997 and 199551100

I~
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07720 Yesemite Bookstore Book Bag

Conserve resources with YA's handy book bag made from durable

100% cotton fabric with a sturdy web handle. Cream-colored. it's imprinted
in blae with the Yosemite Bookstore logo, Fine craftsmanship and senerous
oversized design ke this 2 bag you'll wont to take everywhere,
Approximately 17 x 16 inches, $§8.95

ey 07505 Yosemite Association Baseball-Style Cap
Our YA capy ary made of corduroy with an adjustable strap at
the back so that one size fitsall, The cap is ademed with 2 YA logo

patch, and comes in dark Blue, forest green and maroun colors, The

cap is stylish and comfortable. and wearing it isa

good way to demonstrate your support for Yosemire,

59.95 | please specify color)

Credit card orders call: (209) 379-2648  Monday—Friday, §:30am—4:30pm

Mempp =~~~ Qty. Color ~ Description S e - :;i;: ot
ane: - —r 5“'—"@?:1’_-'_% ¥

dress: el = Less 15% Member's Discount: —

} State: _ Zipr o SUBTOTAL A: L
redit Card No: o Expires: __ 7.25% Sales Tax (CA customers only): |
gnature; == 5"iE{U_iEE.F:?FF:‘IE‘.‘E’-_é_..-‘f@_-.‘i?‘. — —

semite Association, P.O. Box 230, El Partal, CA 95318 TOTAL ENCLOSED:
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I memory of Evelyn B. Huommmond: Janice
Moulton

I memory of Lilatl Jaries: Ann Stone & W,
Louis Hampel

It meemory of 1D, L. Rex Kahler;-Gloria Riefer

I memory of lohn Robert Kilman: James P
Anderson, Dr & Mrs. Dorald Boelke, Ann &
Archiz Balster, Emest Bolt Jr., Jim & Margarct
Brady, Eugené 1, Bughler, Mary Louise Dubois,
Susan Goldstein, Allen E, Griffin, Dean &
Dorothy Hearn, Jules & Karen Horvath, Frank
M. Humphrey, Gloria Kenski, Sally Kramer,
Martha LeRoy, Gaye A. Mallis, Mr. & Mrs,
Robert McFarlane, Paol & Marthe-Marie
Meadows, Teresa Pawletko, Barbara E.
Reynolds, Mr. & Mrs, Bd Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs,
Tosaph Simon, Ellen Singleton, Lois K.
Swinson, Alherr Tholen, Caroline Touchton

I memory of W, D, "0l Krelles Tod & Jan
Rogshirt

I memory of Dorothy Clark Laml: The Orinds
Gurden Club, Lenore Roberts, Mary 8 Kinnear
Smith,

In memory of Jeffery Laphuarn Elvira Nishlkian
In memory of Misty Narlye: Frank & Beverly
Halanis

Tt memmiory of Tenner Pilley: Gloria . Penner,
Grand Canvon Association, Carol Kruse,
Sandra Scott

In reemory of Sally Ratfsack: Marion & Chuch

Woessner

In memory of Stephien Ross! Elizabeth Baldwin,
Ralph H. Page, Alesandra M. Schmidt

Tt memory of Dasisiie Sichel; Ghilottd family,
Rose and Rodley Sichet (Empire Asphalt
Coating)

In memory of Carl Sharsmith: Pat Marshiment

I memmiory of Melba Sweith: Marion & Chuck
Woessner

In mensiory of Barbra Tabler: Elouise Horton

In memory of Richard Williarms: Jill, Patrick,
Ryan & Brandan Keenan
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Yosemite Association
Post Office Box 230
El Portal, CA 95318

Address correction requested

Join the Yosemite Association

You can help suppert the work of the Yosemite
Association by becoming a member. Revenues
generated by the Association's activities are used to
fund a variety of National Park Service programs
in Yosemite, Mot only does the Yosemite:
Association publish and sell literature and maps, it
sponsors field seminars, the park’s Art Activity
Center, the Wilderness Center, and the Ostrander
Lalee 8ki Hut.

A critical element in the success of the
Association is its membership. Individuals and
families throughout the country have long sup-
ported the Yosemite Association through their
personal commitments, Wen't you join us in our
efforts to make Yosemite an even better place?

MOYVING?

1f you are moving or have recently toved, don't forget
tox notify us. You aré a valued member of the Association,
ared we'd ke v keep in touch with you.

Non-profit Organizati
U.S. POSTAGE PA
YOSEMITE ASSOCLATIO

BioSciences Library
Uniise, of Califernia
Berkeley, CA 94720

MEMBER BEMEFITS

Ay a member of the Yosemite Association, you will enjoy

the following benefits:

* Yoseenite, the Association journal, published on a quar-
terly basis;

* A 15% discount on all books, maps, posters, calendars,
publications stocked for sile by the Association;

* A 10t discount on most of the field seminars con-
ducted by the Association in Yosemite National Park;

* The opportunity to participate in members’ mectings
and volunteer activitiés held theoughout the year;

* A Yosemite Association decal; and

Speclal membership gifts as follows:

Supporting Member: A selection of B handsome
notecards and envelopes featuring beautiful
photographs of Yosemite;

Contributing Member: A hindsome Yosemite Association
mug in burgundy ot forest green

Centenninl Member: & copy of the award-winning video,
Yaserite: The Fute of Heaven;

Life Member: Matted color photograph by Howard
Weamer uF“Hnerume—Emrm Light" and

Participating Life Membor: Angel Adams Special Edition
print of "Yosemite W.]l:r—'l'hundeﬁmrm

YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION

Board of Trustees
Lemuiie Roberts,

Christing A, Helleway

Fathleen Orr
Thavid Robertson
Anne Schngider
Thomas |, Shephard
Playlis Welser
Trarel Wolfus
Gary C- Frader,
Ex afficin
Thomas E. Bowiman
Ex officio
Mirtha Brown,
Ex officio
Ehra Mhishkan,
Exoffiie
Barhara |, Caniffin,
KPS Represeripative
Rack Smith,
NP5 Representative

President
Steven P Medley

Yose/N\t

Coner Inset photo of snow sceng; John VanWinkle

i published quarterly for members of the Youmite Awsociation, Tt is edited by Holly Warner and prodoced by Robin Weiss Graphic Bnﬁgn YT
Yosemile Assockatian, Submission of manwseripts, photographs, and other maserials is welcomed. E-mail can be sent to: YOSE
Wiehstte: hitps/iyosemiteorg
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