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ased on the number of questions I’ve had about the backpack trip I described in the last issue, I’m 
beginning to think that people actually read these words! With the onset of autumn and another 
school year, I’ve decided to put myself in the role of a student this time and write about “what I did 
on my summer vacation.” 

As feared, the mosquitoes at 10,000 feet at the end of July were intolerable. My party’s Matterhorn 
Canyon trip ended after two days, when one of our members, lacking protective mosquito netting, 

was carried away by a swarm of the little buggers and had one of his ears chewed down to the cartilage. The 
truth is that we retreated to lower park elevations, where we enjoyed a welt-free, itch-free remainder of the 
hike.

Later in the season it was my privilege to head out with my wife Jane and a park researcher in search of a 
spotted owl nest. Fortune was with us as we not only found the unoccupied nest, but also located an adult 
male and two owlets. It was a thrill to be in the presence of these remarkable creatures, whose penetrating 
dark eyes were unforgettable.

You can always depend upon YA’s “work week” volunteers to be full of surprises. At the dinner to recognize 
our hard-working Yosemite Valley trip members, they pulled a switcheroo and presented me with a special 
gift. Courtesy of long-time volunteers Chris and Candy Elder, I’m the proud owner of a “USS Yosemite” cap, 
featuring an embroidered image of that ship and more gold “scrambled eggs” than a grand slam breakfast. I 
send thanks to the Elders and all our good volunteers who contribute so much to the park.

At the beginning of September my backpacking buddies and I sneaked into the Cathedral Range for one 
final wilderness trip. Our route took us to Echo Lake, Matthes Lake, Nelson Lake, and Reymann Lake, with a 
day trip to the top of Rafferty Peak. At Nelson Lake I came across a first for me—a bear scratching tree that 
had been thoroughly scarred. It was, I’m happy to report, not being used at the time.

In other summer news, Park Superintendent Mike Tollefson, as the result of a volleyball injury, will be on 
crutches for some five months. He’s wearing a large cast to hasten the healing of his surgically re-attached 
Achilles tendon. Never one to miss an opportunity, Mike has been allowing people to sign his cast, but only if 
they donate $1,000 or more to a park friends group! So far his gambit has resulted in $2,000 in contributions 
to YA, thanks to Richard Fogel and Jeannie Tasker. There’s still time to get your name on Mike’s cast.

The most significant event of the season from my perspective was the official opening of the new 
University of California at Merced. The opening ceremonies were held over the Labor Day weekend, and they 
both inspired and hinted at the promise that this new institution holds for the entire region, and not least 
Yosemite. From the Sierra Nevada Research Institute to our student intern program that will bring “Bobcats” 
(that’s the new UC mascot) to the park each summer to any number of other initiatives, UC Merced offers a 
huge array of opportunities for Yosemite-related education in its highest form. 

With those opportunities in mind, I’ll leave you with a request that you respond 
positively and generously to our annual appeal letter that should be in your mailbox 
soon. There are so many important Yosemite projects that we can undertake in the 
coming years with your support! You can send a gift using the return card enclosed in 
the mailing, or why not pull the return envelope out of this journal and mail your con-
tribution today?

Hoping your summer was full of your own special experiences at Yosemite. Wishing 
you a rewarding fall and a safe and peaceful holiday season.

B
A Message from the President

Cover: CCC 
group at 
Cascades Camp, 
November 29, 
1934. Photo by 
Don 
Christiansen, 
courtesy of 
Yosemite 
Research Library.

Steven P. Medley, President
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enlisted as a teenager and came out a man.” This 
sentiment, expressed by a Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) enrollee assigned to Yosemite National 

Park, was likely typical of the 250,000 unemployed young 
men recruited into President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
CCC in March 1933. It is a comment that reflects just one 
of Roosevelt’s far-reaching goals in creating a dedicated 
corps of American youth who would be trained to com-
plete dozens of wide-ranging work projects on federal 
and state-owned land—projects dealing with fire, floods, 
soil conservation, plant, pest and disease control, as well 
as the construction of trails and national park landmarks 
that we take pride in today.

In his message to Congress urging passage of this 
Emergency Conservation Work Bill, Roosevelt envisioned 
that “the CCC would conserve our precious natural 
resources and pay dividends to the present and future 
generations. More important, we can take a vast army of 
unemployed young adults into healthful surroundings.” 
On March 31, 1933, Roosevelt signed the bill into law and 
six days later ordered the formation of the CCC.1

It is estimated that in 1932, of the young people 
between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four who were in 
the labor market, perhaps one in four was unemployed. 
At the time the federal government was trying to cope 
with the plight of these unemployed youths, it was also 
trying to cope with another wasted resource: American 
forests. Forests had once covered 800,000,000 acres of 
the continental United States, but by 1933 there were 
only 100,000,000 acres of virgin timber left. Thanks to 
the bounty of American timberlands, the country’s early 
economy was substantially based on wood.  Lumber, 

ships, pitch, turpentine, potash, and paper were among 
the first American exports. Until after the Civil War, it was 
assumed this source of national wealth was inexhaustible. 
But with the start of the Industrial Revolution, immi-
gration and passage of the 1862 Homestead Act pushed 
waves of settlement into and through the forests. In addi-
tion, as land grants in the public domain were awarded to 
the railroads, even more forest and timberland began to 
disappear from the American scenery. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps served as a catalyst, 
bringing together two wasted resources: the young men 
and the land. The CCC was not for everyone, but was 
restricted to young men between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-five. They had to be physically fit, unemployed, 
and unmarried, and had to be willing to make allotments 
from their salaries to their families. The Department of 
Labor, operating through local public relief agencies, 
selected the enrollees. Each enrollment period was for six 
months, from May to October and from October to April, 
which could be extended for up to two years or longer if 
a man was promoted to a leadership job. Typical pay for a 
CCC enrollee was thirty dollars a month, with a twenty-
five dollar allotment going to the enrollee’s family. Clair 
Nelson, a CCC recruit who worked in Buck Meadows, 
remembers “poker and craps kept some of the boys in 
perpetual debt. They collected their pay, made the rounds 
paying off carefully documented debts, and, with their 
money gone, almost immediately began the borrowing 
process over again.”2

The leaders of the National Park Service, realizing that 
the CCC was a potential bonanza for the national parks, 
worked to get the program started in the spring and 

summer of 1933. By mid-May, the 
National Park Service was prepared 
to open sixty-three camps accom-
modating 12,600 men for work in 
national parks and monuments. A 
total of ten CCC camps were located 
in Yosemite National Park during 
the life span of the CCC (May 1933 
to October 1940) with 6,816 CCC 
enrollees assigned.3 These camps 
were strategically located and, in 
some cases, time controlled in order 

T h e  C i v i l i A n  C o n s e r vA T i o n 
 C o r P s  ( C C C )  i n  Y o s e M i T e 

bY lois orr

CCC at work constructing log benches, 
August 1934. 
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to accomplish specific work projects. CCC Company 942 
was designated as the service company for Yosemite and 
was located in the park for nine years. The CCC Cascades 
Camp, first located at Cascade Creek on Highway 140, 
was wiped out in the 1937 flood. It was then relocated to 
the El Capitan area at the base of the Old Big Oak Flat 
Road. The Buck Meadows Camp was in Buck Meadows, 
along Highway 120.4 

Once a camp was organized, the normal complement 
of men ranged from between 225 and 250. Of these, 
about 200 were enrollees from the city, twenty-five to 
thirty were local enrollees, and fifteen to twenty were 
locally experienced men (LEMs). The park service was 
allowed to hire a small number of skilled local experi-
enced men who brought knowledge of local climate, 
vegetation, building materials and practices, and envi-
ronmental conditions. Leighroy Davis, a Cascade recruit, 
recalled his work superintendent, William Mayhall:

“He was known by everyone as “Wild Bill Mayhall,” 
though nobody, but nobody, ever called him by that name 
to his face. He was a man’s man that commanded full 
respect, and any knot head that didn’t give it to him had 
to be out of his gourd. At a glance, when you first saw him, 
you might believe he was an old man. But don’t let that 
grey hair and ruddy complexion fool you. The man stood 
over six foot two, had real large shoulders that tapered 
down to a very narrow waistline and hips. In spite of 
his age he was still as light and spry on his feet with the 
strength of a Brahma Bull. In the old days, he had been 
the superintendent of a thousand-man logging camp.”5

Seven or eight local men served as foremen and camp 
superintendents aided by two to five regular army per-
sonnel. An enrollee designated “camp sergeant” carried 
out orders issued by the army captain and supervised the 
camp. The sergeant took roll, held evening retreat (com-
plete with bugler and flag salute), and maintained the 
camp in a generally clean and orderly state. Nelson recalls 
that while this could have been a difficult job, it seldom 
was because peer pressure kept the more slovenly in line 
while the worst offenders found themselves isolated or 
sent home. That was the last thing most of them wanted. 
One former CCC recruit recalls helping scrub a guy with 
GI laundry soap and scrub brush in a washtub because he 
would never take a shower. 

hAlf DoMe cAbles, Apple trees, AnD fern springs

One of the most outstanding achievements of the 
Cascade recruits was the rebuilding of the stairway 
ascending the eastern face of Half Dome in May 1934. 
The Half Dome cables, which had been installed about 
1920 by the Sierra Club, were replaced and strengthened 
by the CCC. The objective was to replace 429 feet of ⅜-
inch cable with ⅞-inch galvanized iron cable and also to 

replace thirty-nine pipe posts with stronger 1-inch pipe. 
A stub camp was established at the base of the dome. 
Workers drilled forty-one holes averaging seven inches 
in depth by hand in the rock for the new pipe posts. 
Each man was tied with a piece of rope to the pipe posts 
while he was drilling to prevent slipping or falling. New 
wooden steps were installed at the base of each pair of 
posts so that hikers could rest at these points. Although 
the weather had been perfect before work began, when 
enrollees set up camp and started the task, it suddenly 
changed. Every afternoon a storm blew in with rain, hail, 
or snow combined with high winds and work had to be 
discontinued. The stairway was eventually finished later 
that summer.6

Cascade enrollees made many improvements at 
Yosemite Village. They installed log curbing and new 
paths, and planted ferns, trees, and shrubs along the foun-
dations around the administration building, new hospi-
tal, residences, and the Yosemite Museum. Native plants 
removed from various places outside the valley were trans-
planted around government residences. CCC workers also 
revitalized the historic 250 apple trees planted by James 
Lamon, one of the first settlers in Yosemite Valley in 1868. 

Village improvements continued as workers placed 
flagstones around the telescopes in front of the museum. 
Over a six-month period beginning in April 1935, 1,973 
pine and cedar trees and thirty-six quaking aspens were 
planted in the barren areas fronting the road at Camps 
7 and 15 (Lower and Upper River campgrounds). Under 
the direction of the park naturalist, enrollees from the 
Cascades Camp transformed the garden around the 
Yosemite Museum into a wildflower meadow featuring a 
spring and a stream.7 

CCC work in Yosemite also included rehabilitating 
springs to make them safe sources of drinking water. 
Enrollees turned Fern Spring (located just beyond the 
Pohono Bridge on the way into Yosemite Valley) into an 
attractive naturalistic rock garden by artistically arranging 
rocks at the site and planting a variety of ferns, wildflow-
ers, and ground covers. A log guardrail was installed to 
define the parking area, and log seats were placed in the 
woods around the spring to improve the popular spot. To 
this day, Fern Spring is a traditional stopping point for 
Yosemite visitors.  

fire-fighting, DYnAMiting AnD bADger pAss

Forest fire suppression was an important duty of the 
Yosemite CCC camps and they maintained a fully trained 
and ready fire suppression crew along with search and 
rescue teams. Reminiscences of CCC Yosemite alumni 
include countless stories of fighting wildfires.  John 
Newcomb remembers walking with a firefighting crew to 
within two miles of the first fire he had ever experienced 
and, while the “bosses got together and talked about how 

�
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the best way to fight the fire, the fire jumped the road and 
they had to run for their lives.”8

Clair Nelson recalls being assigned to the fire sup-
pression crew at Buck Meadows under the supervision of 
foreman Bill Fiske, a local fire fighter:

“My romantic notions about fire fighters were soon shat-
tered however. The crew was based at the local ranger 
station because it was a natural communications center. 
But fires were few and far between. What do fire fighters 
do when there are no fires? Easy! Ranger Neil Perkins 
had plenty of jobs. Large patches of underbrush had to 
be cleared--a hot and tedious task at best. At least we 
learned to use the brush hook without killing ourselves.”9

In addition to fire fighting, CCC recruits at the 
Buck Meadows Camp also built miles of access roads.10 
Building these roads in the 1930s was not without its 
danger since dynamite was frequently used. Darrel Stover, 
a CCC enrollee assigned to the construction crew, had 
the job of transporting the dynamite. Stover recalls, “The 
dynamite was carefully stowed in the back of one truck 
and I rode in the cab of a second truck holding the caps 
on my lap.” He remembers one job removing an enor-
mous stump on the old Coulterville Road:11 

“The road had to make a very sharp turn around this 
stump, located in a small gully. Too large to cut out, the 
only solution was dynamite. The LEM on our crew was 
Cecil “Pop” Benda, a bohemian about 55 years old who 
claimed to be a powder expert and was given the powder 
monkey appointment.12 Benda and I dug holes under the 
stump in several places, opened the box of 30% Hercules 

powder and he started putting sticks in place. I knew 
that clearing land of timber, two sticks were enough to 
blow stumps. After a half dozen, I said, “Pop, plenty.” He 
said, “No, we need a lot more” and ended up putting half 
of the box around under the stump, and with the caps 
in place, attached the wires to the magneto detonator. 
Benda yelled, “fire in hole” three times in his bohemian 
accent, and pushed down the plunger. After the ground 
stopped shaking, the dirt, rocks and wood stopped falling, 
and the dust cleared, we looked at the results. Pop did a 
bang up job, as the stump was gone. But it took three big 
dump truck loads of dirt to fill in the crater!”13

Corpsmen at the Buck Meadows Camp also worked 
on a woods crew, clearing roadsides, building camp-
grounds and picnic areas, cutting firewood, clearing 
brush and planting trees, in addition to helping survey-
ors. Clair Nelson assisted Ranger Paul Struble in survey-
ing the western boundary of the Stanislaus National 
Forest between the Tuolumne and Merced Rivers. For 
two months they hunted benchmarks, measured dis-
tances by chain, and posted signs distinguishing between 
interspersed Forest Service lands and private parcels. As 
Nelson says, “Attempting to follow a compass line down 
into river canyons, over hills and peaks, and through gul-
lies and creek beds was a strenuous experience. On the 
boundary survey, we followed the proper direction in 
spite of the terrain.” 14

The CCC camps in Yosemite National Park completed 
numerous significant improvements that are still vis-
ible today. They constructed view areas at Glacier Point, 
Henness Ridge, Crane Flat Lookout, and North Mountain 

CCC fire crew. 
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Lookout towers; constructed the entrance station at Arch 
Rock; and developed grove areas of the Big Trees, includ-
ing construction of native wood barriers, identification 
signs, walking paths, and rest areas; and developed new 
campgrounds and improved existing ones. The Badger 
Pass ski complex, including the Ski House and ski runs, 
were built by CCC recruits. In August 1940, a stub camp 
was established at Ostrander Lake consisting of twenty 
enrollees, one carpenter, two stonemasons, and two fore-
men. Construction began on the Ski Hut at once and was 
ready for occupancy on October 26 of that year.

Many of the young men who joined the Civilian 
Conservation Corps learned skills and craftsmanship that 
would become their livelihood in later life. Other recruits 
brought skills with them learned from working on their 
family farms. Tim Ludington, the National Park Service’s 

Branch Chief for Roads and Trails, and crew supervisor 
for the California Conservation Corps Backcountry Trails 
Project said, “The real good rockmanship skills were 
lost when the Civilian Conservation Corps left Yosemite 
National Park. In 1970, Jim Snyder, Park Historian, began 
looking at the way the old trails were built and adopted 
the techniques used by the CCC in the 1930s.”15 

The CCC gave desperate young men the chance to 
be gainfully employed, learn an occupation, receive an 
education, send money home, and earn self-respect and 
confidence in a time of social and economic chaos. In 
October 1993, a recognition and dedication program 
was held in Yosemite to honor and recognize the work 
accomplishments of the CCC in Yosemite National Park. 
A plaque was installed at the entrance to the Tuolumne 
Meadows Visitor Center honoring CCC participants. In 
one of the remembrances written by various CCC par-
ticipants, Darrel Stover of Company 942, Camp Cascades 
#6, was asked if he would do it all over again. Stover 
replied, “Yes, I would do it all over again. It was a new life 
for a nineteen-year-old kid. I, like so many of the others, 
enlisted as a teenager and came out a man. And it hap-
pened in the most beautiful place in the world, Yosemite.”

CCC crew removing invasive plants, July 1941. 
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notes

Lois Orr has volunteered for the National Park 
Service and Yosemite Association for the past seven 
years. She is currently working on a Master’s degree 
in Women’s History at Fresno Pacific University, and 
is volunteering on the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Oral History Project for the Resources Management 
& Science Division of the NPS. A major aspect of 
this project is to locate former CCC members who 
worked at any of the camps in Yosemite and arrange 
for the recording of their oral histories, which will 
then became a valued part of the history of Yosemite.
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The chart below shows the Civilian Conservation Corps camps in Yosemite National Park from 1933 to 1940. If you 
are familiar with any of these camps or know someone who might have worked in one of them, please contact Charles 
Palmer, Park Historian, at PO Box 700, El Portal, CA 95318, (209) 379-1378. The History, Architecture, and Landscapes 
Branch of the Division of Resources Management and Science would like to locate former CCC enrollees and take oral 
histories about their CCC experiences. This will be a valuable contribution to the current project.

list of ciViliAn conserVAtion cAMps in YoseMite nAtionAl pArK 1933-1940

original Ynp  
project
iD number

usDi-nps 
project 
identification  
number

official camp name  
and county location

Dates of  
occupancy

ccc company  
number

YNP-1 NP-15 Wawona #1, Wawona
Mariposa County

5/15/33 to 11/14/33
4/16/34 to 10/26/34 

915
529

YNP-2 NP-16 Wawona #2, Wawona
Mariposa County

5/16/33 to 11/23/33
4/16/34 to 10/21/34

942
530

YNP-3 NP-17 Crane Flat
Yosemite Nat. Park
Tuolumne County

6/11/33 to 10/14/33
5/11/34 to  10/20/34
6/15/35 to 10/19/35
6/5/36 to 10/31/36
6/12/38 to 10/27/38
5/8/39 to 10/28/39
4/23/40 to 10/21/40
5/19/41 to 8/31/41

576
1551
1978
2926
1952
1952
5434
5490

YNP-4 NP-18 Eleven Mile Meadow
YNP Mariposa County

6/7/33 to 10/14/33 577

YNP-5 NP-19 Merced Grove
YNP-Mariposa County

6/12/33 to 10/14/33
5/26/34 to 10/16/34
6/30/35 to 10/31/35

578
921
1901

YNP-6 NP-20 Cascades-YNP
Mariposa County

11/24/33 to 7/1/42
7/2/42 to 7/31/42

942
3805

YNP-7 NP-21 Wawona #3, Wawona
Mariposa County

10/27/34 to 4/15/35
6/1/35 to 1/4/36
1/12/36 to 10/16/37
10/17/37 to 11/30/41

529
916
2548
487

YNP-8 NP-22 Middle Fork-YNP
Tuolumne County

6/2/38 to 10/31/38
4/25/39 to 10/11/39
6/21/40 to 7/13/40
7/14/40 to 10/21/40
5/3/41 to 10/23/40

904
5434
916
5490
5494

YNP-9 NP-23 Tamarack Flat
YNP-Mariposa County

6/2/39 to 10/14/39
6/26/40 to 7/9/40
7/10/40 to 10/23/40

911
2927
5491

YNP-10 NP-24 Empire Meadows
YNP-Mariposa County

5/21/39 to 10/6/39
6/22/40 to 7/13/40
7/14/40 to 10/16/40

1912
1952
5494
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A national park: within its boundaries we expect 
that the plants and animals that form the living 
portion of the ecosystem to exist in a pristine 

state, where the engine of nature operates unimpaired, 
unaffected by logging, grazing, and development that 
afflicts habitats outside its boundaries. It would seem 
that management and protection of these resources 
would be as simple as keeping out free-ranging livestock, 
being on the lookout for people with chain saws and 
logging trucks, and minimizing the construction of, or 
even removing roads, parking lots, buildings, and other 
pervasive signs of human industry that displace natural 
habitats. If only it were that simple.  But there are factors 
beyond these superficial, even “traditional” threats that 
may be reaching beyond park borders to undermine the 
ecological integrity that we expect to be protected within 
a National Park. Research continues to reveal more, less 
conspicuous, but deeper, threats.

We expect that in areas like Yosemite, so treasured 
nationally and internationally, we would know the full 
array of plant and animal species present, and the threats 
that could alter the natural ecosystems of which they are 
parts. Sadly, this is most often not the case.

inVentorY AnD Monitoring

So how can a National Park adequately protect its natural 
resources without knowing these fundamental data? For 
this reason, in 1998, the National Park Service launched 
a new program, with funding provided by Congress, 

aimed at providing a compre-
hensive and accurate inventory 
of plants and animals in each 
National Park unit. The new 
program further directed parks 
to develop a plan for monitor-
ing the health of these resources 
and the ecosystems they form in 
a way that can efficiently detect 
the most serious human-caused 
changes. Inventory and moni-
toring (I&M) became an inte-
gral, science-based part of park 
management.

The first task was to form 

“networks” of park units, geographically close to each 
other and, therefore, likely to have similar resources and 
be affected by similar human effects. Yosemite is part of 
the “Sierra Nevada Network,” which is also composed of 
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, and Devil’s 
Postpile National Monument.

In the first two years of the program, the Sierra Nevada 
Network was tasked with identifying and verifying at 
least 80% of the vertebrate animals and vascular plants 
in its parks. In most cases, this could be accomplished by 
reviewing existing texts, records, studies and museum col-
lections. Data, however, were often old and fragmentary 
for small mammals, reptiles, and amphibians. For many 
of these species, especially small mammals, their presence 
had not been verified since the completion of the transect 
survey by Joseph Grinnell and Tracy Storer in the 1920’s. 
To help fill these gaps, the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology 
(MVZ), founded at UC Berkeley a century ago, is com-
pleting a survey which endeavors to replicate and expand 
upon the Grinnell–Storer survey. The project, in its third 
and final year, is supported by network I&M dollars and 
the Yosemite Fund, and has been highly successful by 
adding several species to the park species list and detect-
ing yet unexplained changes in abundance and distribu-
tion of some species 

An integral part of the inventory effort was also 
focused on compiling a list of all papers, reports, and 
publications related to Sierra Nevada Network natural 
resources. Such documents are valuable not only for veri-
fying the existence of plant and animal species, but also 
for providing a compilation of research that has already 
been done, and for establishing a baseline of information 
to which future research can be compared.

VitAl signs

Currently, the Sierra Nevada Network is involved in 
development of the next large step: a monitoring plan. 
To ensure most effective selection of monitoring sub-
jects, each park is required to come up with a list of “vital 
signs,” a term borrowed from the medical field. As defined 
by the NPS in relation to its park units, vital signs are 
“a subset of physical, chemical, and biological elements 
and processes of ecosystems that are selected to represent 
the overall health or condition of park resources.” This 
may sound simple, but given the complex pathways of 
exchange of energy, nutrients, and materials that occur 
among ecosystem components, teasing out individual 
components or processes that are most representative of 

T h e  P u l s e  o f  T h e  P A r k
bY steVe thoMpson

Dr. Jim Patton of UC Berkeley 
weighs a mouse as part of the 
Museum of Vertebrate Zoology  
survey in Yosemite.P
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ecosystem health is a daunting task. Finding these elusive 
linchpins has required consultation among large numbers 
of biologists, and construction of conceptual ecosystem 
models which graphically, and in text, depict ecosystem 
dynamics and connections. These models are designed to 
reveal the components that, when monitored, will pro-
vide the greatest insight into human-caused changes. 

A large influence on the selection of vital signs was 
existing knowledge of wide-scale and potentially severe 
effects from human activity that have been building for 
decades. Dr. Nate Stephenson of the U.S. Geological 
Survey in Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks 
coined the term “The Sierra Nevada’s Five Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse.” They encompass five broad, systemic 
stressors of the Sierra Nevada national park ecosystem:

1. loss of fire regimes: Until recently, forest fires were 
seen as destroyers of life, property, and merchantable 
timber, and were aggressively suppressed, including in 
Yosemite. We now know that for millennia fire has played 
a critical role in the process of change in a range of veg-
etation communities in the Sierra Nevada. Plant and ani-
mal species in these communities have adapted to regular, 
low-intensity fires. With decades of suppression, many 
of these communities have become densely overgrown, 
which alters the ecosystem in two ways. First, the over-
grown forest is not suitable habitat for many animals that 
have evolved in a more open, fire-affected habitat, thus 
leading to changes in the species composition and diver-
sity. Second, in forests where fire has been suppressed for 
many years, there are unnaturally high accumulations of 
fuels which, when they finally catch fire, burn at a much 
higher intensity that can kill even large, old-growth trees. 
Destructive fires can cause a complete conversion in vege-
tation type over wide areas, from forest to shrub commu-
nity, as the succession of plant species must begin from a 
deeply scarred landscape. Fires of such high intensity can 
even change soil and water characteristics in the burned 
area, leading to erosion and altered water chemistry. Fire 
management staff in Yosemite is attempting to return 
the role of fire to the park’s forest ecosystem through an 
ambitious program of setting prescribed fires, and allow-
ing natural fires to burn in remote areas when conditions 
permit. Implementation of this program, however, faces 
hurdles related to air quality issues that affect communi-
ties as far away as the Central Valley.  

2. invasive, non-native species: Much money and effort 
has been expended in Yosemite to control invasive weeds, 
such as star thistle, spotted knapweed, and bull thistle. 
Without this effort, these weeds would increase in area 
and density, and result in severe alterations in the ecosys-
tems they infest. With continued effort these and other 
weeds can be held at bay, but new, aggressively invasive 

plant species are always knocking at the door. They can 
arrive in contaminated soil, on cars and machinery, even 
on the shoes and pant legs of visitors.

In wildlife, the greatest destruction has been caused 
by the introduction of non-native fish to many lakes 
and streams in the park. Above the elevation of Yosemite 
Valley, no fish naturally occurred, but soon after the 
arrival of Euro-Americans, fish planting of various trout 
species began; first in barrels carried by mules, and cul-
minating in showers of fish dropped into lakes from 
low-flying aircraft by the California Department of Fish 
and Game. All of this effort was aimed at providing park 
visitors with sport fishing. Eventually, it became evident 
that the introduction of large non-native predators into 
Yosemite’s lakes and streams was having a dramatically 
adverse effect on the park’s aquatic ecosystems. Most con-
spicuous was the correlation between the presence of fish 
and the absence of mountain yellow-legged frogs, a candi-
date for listing under the Federal Endangered Species Act.  

We now suspect that multiple factors are harming frog 
populations, but the first and most significant blow came 
from predation of frogs and tadpoles by the introduced 
trout, with 80% of the frog populations quickly disap-
pearing. The impacts of the fish are also reflected in the 
absence of a wide variety of invertebrate species in lakes 
and ponds, the effects of which ripple through the aquatic 
food chain. In much-belated recognition of these effects, 
fish planting in Yosemite was scaled back in 1975, and 
ceased completely in 1990.

Perhaps the most insidious arrival of non-native 
species in Yosemite is the specter of alien pathogens. 
Remaining populations of mountain yellow-legged frogs 
are being infected by Dendrobactitis chytridiomycosis, 
or “chytrid” for short, a fungal disease that is infecting 
amphibians around the world, resulting in widespread 
disappearances of species. It remains unknown how 
the disease spreads so widely and so quickly, but within 

Yosemite Bitter Root, a park rare plant
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the last three to five years, nearly half of the remaining 
mountain yellow-legged frog populations resurveyed in 
2005 have gone extinct, and the remaining populations 
surveyed so far have all tested positive for chytrid fungus. 

There is, however, a glimmer of hope. Some of the 
frog populations in Yosemite continue to persist, despite 
testing positive for chytrid. We don’t know whether such 
resistance is related to genetics, habitat, water chemistry, 
or some other factor. In any case, such populations may 
hold the key to saving the species, and perhaps repopulat-
ing Yosemite with this formerly abundant frog species. 
Such abundance made the frogs a keystone species. The 
effects of its loss would radiate widely in both aquatic 
and terrestrial ecosystems, and such effects are likely well 
underway with the disappearance of so many populations.

We have all by now heard about West Nile Virus, and 
how it has arrived in California and spread to nearly 
every county in the state, including Mariposa, Tuolumne, 
and Madera counties, in which Yosemite lies. Aside from 
the threat to humans, the disease holds unknown con-
sequences for the bird species in the park. As the disease 
has spread, it has shown to be most lethal to birds in the 
family Corvidae: which, in the park, includes species such 
as Common Ravens, Steller’s Jays, Scrub Jays, and Clark’s 
Nutcrackers. Other taxa, however, have also shown vul-
nerability, including raptors and owls. This is especially 
worrisome when we consider that fewer than 100 Great 
Gray Owls remain in California, and that nearly all of 
these owls are found in and around Yosemite. 

3.  Air pollution: Increasingly, air quality in California’s 
Central Valley is reaching the legendary poor levels seen 
in southern California, as urbanization and industry 
spread. Wind patterns blow this toxic soup of aerial 
chemicals into the Sierra Nevada, where it damages plants 
and animals. Thousands of tons of pesticides and fertiliz-
ers are dumped on crops upwind of Sierra national parks. 
A portion of these chemicals becomes airborne and is 

deposited in the parks in a dry form or contained in rain 
or snow. The toxic effects of these chemicals are not fully 
understood, but nitrogen deposition in alpine lakes from 
fertilizers may radically alter the lakes’ nutrient dynamics. 
In addition, some of the pesticides have hormone-mim-
ics as active ingredients, which upset the reproduction 
of their target insect species, but may also be affecting 
reproduction of Sierran amphibians when they drift 
into the mountains. Many other chemicals may result in 
direct toxicity to animals, especially amphibians, and may 
be a factor in the rampant spread of chytrid fungus in 
mountain yellow-legged frogs by impairing the immune 
systems of the frogs.

Degraded air quality also limits the park’s ability to 
reintroduce fire to forests as a natural force shaping habi-
tats. Prescribed fires often must be curtailed and natural 
fires in remote areas suppressed because human-imposed 
air quality standards are exceeded. 

4. habitat fragmentation: As development and exploita-
tion of resources in the Sierra Nevada increase and accu-
mulate, the national parks increasingly become islands 
of relatively intact habitat. The question is whether the 
land protected within the parks is enough for the long-
term survival of species, given both natural and human-
made stressors that shove plants and animals in the parks 
through bottlenecks of abundance. Without the ability 
for immigration of affected species from surrounding 
habitat, now subject to rapid degradation, stressed species 
are at a greater risk of extinction in the parks. Large car-
nivores are especially vulnerable to extinction. The grizzly 
bear is gone. Who will be next?

A good example is the Great Gray Owl. Are there 
enough owls and suitable habitat in Yosemite to sustain 
the species if habitat outside the park continues to go 
downhill? What if West Nile Virus strikes the species? Will 
enough owls survive to 
repopulate the park? It’s 
unlikely that we would 
be able to depend on 
owl populations outside 
the park to come to the 
rescue.

Degraded habitats are 
also more likely to harbor 
invasive non-native spe-
cies, because such species 
tend to thrive in dis-
turbed areas. Continued 
degradation outside the 
park means more non-
native species on the 
doorstep, waiting for the 
opportunity to invade.

Adult mountain yellow-legged frog
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5. rapid, human-caused climate change: Of all the 
stressors, this one is the “big hammer,” with the potential 
to cause the largest changes in the ecosystem of Yosemite 
and other Sierra Nevada Network parks, both in scope 
and space. Global warming is real. Even some politicians 
formerly mired in short-sighted, greed-induced denial, 
are admitting its existence, although are yet doing little 
about it.

The effects of climate change on the Yosemite ecosys-
tem are uncertain, but a likely scenario is that winters 
would become warmer and wetter. That would mean 
more precipitation would come in the form of rain, 
rather than snow, and run off immediately, rather than 
accumulating over winter, and slowly melting in spring. 
Without the gradual runoff from snow, spring seasons 
would be drier. Summers would be hotter and drier. As a 
result, vegetation communities adapted to the pre-exist-
ing conditions would be forced higher in elevation. The 
same would be true of animals that depend on these 
communities. We may be seeing the first signs now. The 
survey by MVZ revealed this year that pikas and alpine 
chipmunks no longer exist in the Tuolumne Meadows 
area. Anecdotal observations from Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon National Parks suggest that pikas are disappear-
ing from their lower ranges. Pikas, small (and incredibly 
cute) mammals related to rabbits, inhabit high-elevation 
talus slopes, and are sensitive to high temperatures. With 
continuing climate warming, how high will they move, or 
will they run out of mountain elevation and go extinct?

Changes in temperature and water cycle are also likely 
to change the role of fire in forest communities. Forest 
fuels would become drier more quickly in the spring, and 
higher summer temperatures would combine to increase 
the chance of large, catastrophic fires that would alter vast 
areas of habitat.

Your pArK, Your plAnet

So what do all these predictions of disaster have to do 
with inventory and monitoring? Reviewing the list of 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse above, only two have a 
chance of being mitigated through actions of park man-
agement: restoration of a natural fire regime and eradica-
tion of non-native species, although both are huge tasks.

The rest have to do with large and remote sources of 
adverse impacts over which parks have no control. Air 
pollutants will continue to seep into the parks, and the 
parks have no control over management of land out-
side their boundaries to reverse habitat fragmentation. 
Climate change, like a runaway train, will continue, even 
if we were able to take the necessary steps now to eventu-
ally stop or reverse it.

Whether we can stop these impacts or not, we need to 
be in the position to monitor and document the resulting 
changes, and then to conduct research to determine the 

causes: (1) for park science, (2) so we can take informed 
management action when possible, and (3) to inform the 
public.

The last category is critical. Education leading to 
change in human (individual and societal) behavior is the 
only way to ultimately stop the stressors over which the 
parks have no control. Yvon Chouinard, in his new book 
on his philosophy of operating an environmentally con-
scious business, writes “(t)he Zen master would say if you 
want to change government, you have to aim at changing 

corporations, and if you want to change corporations, 
you first have to change consumers.” That’s us! How do 
we distinguish between what we need and what we want 
as consumers? How do we adopt simpler lives, and get a 
majority of the American public to do likewise? It sounds 
crazy, but it is absolutely necessary and the government 
has a large role in encouraging such behavior, for the long 
term benefit of the world.

By monitoring our national parks, and publicizing the 
results, we will be revealing that what are supposed to be 
the most protected places on earth suffer and die slowly 
because of the choices people who love these places make 
in their everyday lives and in the voting booth. The “vital 
signs” we choose to monitor in individual parks could 
well be the vital signs of the earth. Listen closely.

Wildlife biologist Steve Thompson is the National 
Park Service Branch Chief of Wildlife Management. 
He has worked in Yosemite for more than 16 years.
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Dr. Alison Colwell of the USGS searches for rare plants during a 
survey conducted as part of Yosemite’s I&M program. 
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As we start, the air is crisp and I remark that it defi-
nitely feels like fall. Even at this early hour—it’s 
not yet seven—something about the yellow light 

slanting lazily through the black oaks looks different from 
yesterday. Cozy, not glaring and white: the bleached look 
of a too-dry summer. 

We startle several deer, but after a moment only one 
seems concerned at our sudden noise. It’s a fawn, still 
spotted, who stops chewing and looks at us, head turning 
slightly away as we approach, as if getting ready to follow 
its nose should his mother give him the cue. She, how-
ever, is unimpressed. Deer in Yosemite Valley are nothing 
if not used to humans. 

Our run takes us past Yosemite Falls, dry this time of 
year, and into the high grass of Cook’s Meadow. There’s 
something enchanting about the meadows in the morn-
ing—soft and quiet—still green despite the dryness that 
caused the falls to disappear. Sunlight illuminates the top 
of the rocks (John Muir must have hit upon the name 
“Range of Light” in the early morning) but the towering 
cliffs keep the valley in shadow.

We run for an hour, talking most of the time about 
work and boyfriends, our futures. The beauty slips past as 
we go, step by step, leaving the lush meadows and follow-
ing the rocky perimeter of the valley floor. It’s easy to be 
immune to beauty when you see it every day. 

The sudden overhead rattle of a woodpecker surprises 
us. We follow him, hopping and swearing, laughing, 
through the prickly blackberries until we see him land 
ahead on a huge Ponderosa pine. It’s a Pileated, big and 

pretentious. He lets us admire him fully for a moment 
before taking flight. Standing in the grove we become 
aware of the day-heat that is spreading over the valley, 
and both of us are reluctant to leave the shade of the 
trees. We pause and sigh as the excitement of seeing the 
impressive bird wears off and is gradually replaced by a 
new sensory experience—the smell of pine. They’ve been 
clearing the trail, probably thinning before a prescribed 
burn, and the smell of pine recalls Christmas time. Earlier 
I was thrilled with the start of fall, now I’m getting excited 
for winter!

Coming back past the Ahwahnee Meadow, it’s sud-
denly too hot and we slow to a walk. Civilization, like the 
heat, has arrived for the day. The campers are waking up, 
stretching and crying for coffee, and our run becomes 
noisy with the familiar sounds of traffic and people. 

Not many people are lucky enough to get to spend 
such a huge portion of their life in Yosemite Valley, like I 
do. I look forward to seeing this place every day, in every 
season, in every kind of light. Certainly, the campers in 
Upper Pines, here for only a brief time, are filled with 
amazement as they gaze on beauty that is, to me, a part of 
daily routine.

Come see us this winter! 

bY ADrienne freeMAn
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Adrienne Freeman is a park ranger in the Media 
Relations office of Yosemite National Park. A fre-
quent contributor to this publication, she has 
worked in Yosemite since 2003 and is studying for 
a graduate degree in Resource Interpretation.
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ellie nishkian, YA Board Member,  
Dies at 86

Elvira “Ellie” Nishkian, an ardent Yosemite lover and long-time member of 
the board of the Yosemite Association, died July 23 in San Francisco of leu-
kemia. She and her husband Byron (who predeceased her) helped pioneer 
the Yosemite Fund in the early 1980s, and he served as the first chairman of 
the fund board.

Born and raised in San Francisco, Ellie enjoyed hiking, skiing, golfing, 
and other outdoor activities. The Nishkians purchased a home in Yosemite’s 
Wawona and spent many summers with their three children in the park 
and its backcountry. Ellie continued to make walking trips to high country 
camps well into her 80s.

When the National Park Service asked the Yosemite Association to initi-
ate a major fundraising campaign for the park over twenty years ago, park 
officials approached Ellie and Byron Nishkian who agreed to head the 
initial program. Known as “The Return of Light Campaign,” the initiative 
found immediate success and grew to become today’s Yosemite Fund.

Byron served as a representative from the fund to the Yosemite 
Association board until he died in 1987, when Ellie took his position.  
She was an engaged and active trustee until her death. Her special interests 
were the Yosemite Museum, Native American basketry, and Yosemite art. 
She and Byron were generous donors to park projects, and Ellie amassed 
what’s probably the largest single collection of baskets created by local  
artist Julia Parker.

Just prior to her death, Ellie Nishkian was honored by the Yosemite 
Association and named a “Life Trustee” of the organization. She also had 
embarked on a personal fundraising effort to provide the money needed  
to publish a complete catalog of Ms. Parker’s basket work, to be illustrated 
in full color.

Ellie’s three children, Levon Nishkian, Bonnie Nishkian-Clark, and Barry 
Nishkian, have designated the Yosemite Association for memorial dona-
tions. Gifts sent in memory of Ellie Nishkian will be used to ensure that the 
Julia Parker basket catalog will become a reality.

We at the Yosemite Association will greatly miss Ellie, whose lively spirit, 
energetic personality, and generous attitude brought such life and zest to 
Yosemite and our organization.“Tenaya Lake” by Ben Kudo.

in Memory of Ben kudo
The Yosemite Association has lost a wonderful teacher 
and friend of many. Ben Kudo passed away on July 16, 
2005 at the age of 83.

Ben was born in the farm country of Dinuba, 
California. He lived with his parents and brothers on a 
farm his father owned. The family had to sell the farm 
hastily during World War II when they were all incar-
cerated in an internment camp in Poston, Arizona. 
Ben then volunteered for the U.S. Military, serving as a 
translator in the South Pacific.

After World War II, Ben enrolled at the Art Center 
of Design, which was located in downtown Los 
Angeles at the time, and majored in Commercial Art. 
After obtaining his degree, Ben worked as a free-lance 
commercial artist. 

While Ben learned to work in all mediums, water-
color was one of his favorites. His other specialties 
included portrait and figure drawing. He had a love 
for nature. He and his family enjoyed yearly trips to 
Yosemite, which inspired his beautiful landscapes of 
the park. 

In the 1980’s, he helped the Yosemite Association 
create the Art Activity Center (now known as Yosemite 
Art Center) workshops, where visiting artists teach free 
classes to the public. Ben’s class turned out to be one 
of the most sought-after by annual participants in this 
popular program.

Ben, by nature, was an inspiring and enthusiastic 
person; he loved teaching, sharing, and being around 
people. He conducted watercolor classes at Yosemite 
for more than 20 years. Ben always had a beaming 
smile and jovial presence. He will be greatly missed.

Contributed by YA life member and artist Tom Fong.
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name: Tom Bopp

Job title: Musician

hometown: Torrance, CA

education: 10 years of private study in classical piano 
with Laura Lee Lukas; BA in music composition/theory 
from UCLA.

Years worked in Yosemite: 22

What do you do in Yosemite? Singer/pianist at the 
Wawona Hotel (year-round) and at The Ahwahnee (part-
time in winter). I also give interpretative programs on 
aspects of Yosemite cultural history, and develop, consult, 
and perform in certain special events (Curry Centennial, 
Ahwahnee 75th Anniversary, Ahwahnee Heritage 
Holidays, etc.).

What was your first job in the park? Playing piano and 
singing for the guests at the Wawona Hotel – my first 
night was May 25, 1983.
 
Why did you want to work in Yosemite? I had only two 
ambitions in life: make music for a living and live in the 
mountains. Coming to Wawona was coming home.

What do you enjoy most about your job? Connecting 
with our guests through music and stories.

What is your most memorable experience at work? 
When my future wife (Diane Detrick) first smiled at me 
over the back of a lobby sofa while I played piano.

What is your favorite place in Yosemite? Behind the 
piano at Wawona. For millennia in Yosemite, wherever 
people gather at the day’s end is where the Yosemite expe-
rience takes shape – that’s a nice place to be.

What is your favorite Yosemite book? The Wilderness 
World of John Muir edited by Edwin Way Teal. It’s nice for 
an outing, and a good “Muir primer” to recommend to 
world-weary guests.

What is your favorite non-Yosemite book? The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams; actu-
ally not so much the book (certainly not the movie), but 
the author’s way of lateral thinking; showing profundity 
is often integral to frivolity.

What is your favorite movie? The Legend of 1900 – I like 
the idea that someone can play so hot that he or she could 
light a cigarette from the piano strings.

Where do you like to go for a vacation? Just out the 
front door, with no destination, and lots of totally 
unscheduled time.

What is your motto? Eschew Mottos.

What do you think YA’s most important role is? 
Keeping everybody informed, in touch, and involved with 
Yosemite’s cultural and natural history.

What do you hope to do that you haven’t done yet? In 
the next year, complete my first book (co-written with 
Wawona Hartwig) about Wawona’s history; over the next 
four years, to have finished two other book projects and 
three video documentaries, all to do with Yosemite his-
tory. Um, we’ll see.

What haven’t i asked you that you want to tell our 
readers? I’ll be out somewhere on a rock by a stream 
reading this issue – hope to see you there, too.

P A r k  P r o f i l e
toM bopp
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Yosemite Outdoor 
Adventures

January–March 2006

Welcome to experiential education in Yosemite! These four pages contain the information you need to 
join us for an adventurous outdoor learning program in the first part of the year. Taking a course in the 
quiet winter months is an excellent way to grow your connection to Yosemite. As Mr. Muir put it in 1901, 
“…the winds will blow their freshness into you, and the storms their energy…”

Register on our website, www.yosemite.org, by calling Lou or Pete at (209)379-2321, or by mailing or 
faxing us the form on the fourth page of this insert.  

Tuition is 15% less if you’re a YA member. It covers instruction, the park entrance fee, and camping. 
Meals, lodging, and equipment are not included unless specifically noted.  

Stay in a campground for free if you’re in a course, but we’ll 
also send you reservation information for the rooms we have set 
aside during each course, available at extra cost.  

Weather is what makes the Sierra in winter so dynamic! We 
prepare and want you to be prepared for anything, from rain and 
snow to warm sun. Links on our website will get you more infor-
mation, and you can phone the continually updated NPS road 
and weather recording at (209)372-0200.  

Physical demands vary among courses and with snow and 
weather conditions. Look at each course description regard-
ing daily mileage, gradient, elevation and likely snow cover 
conditions. You must be in good physical condition for these 
mountain programs; the instructors have the right to deny your 
participation if they feel you’re not healthy enough or are other-
wise unprepared for the course.  

Cancellation is something we hope won’t apply to your par-
ticipation, but there are three things you should know. A 90% 
refund is given if you cancel at least 30 days before the course. Within 30 days of the program, without 
exception, we cannot issue refunds for any reason.  (You may be able to apply your tuition to another 
course in 2006, though.) If YA cancels a course, we will refund your full tuition, but aren’t responsible 
for other travel or lodging plans you’ve made.  

Liability forms must be signed by all participants before attending a course. 
Why? As with everything the Yosemite Association does, our Outdoor Adventure program is devoted 

to the National Park Service mission of preserving resources and providing for the enjoy-
ment, education and inspiration of today’s citizens such that the beauty we value today 
will be unimpaired for future generations. Through educational courses that are profes-
sional, safe, fun, and Leave No Trace on the Sierra, we want our participants to become 
more informed, active park stewards. Yosemite needs you.  

The LANdScAPe IMAgeS Are cOurTeSY Of deLAWAre NOrTh cOMPANIeS PArkS ANd reSOrTS AT YOSeMITe

The catalog for March 
through December 
will be mailed out in 
February’s Yosemite 
journal—and posted 
at www.yosemite.org 
in January.



January
#1 Winter Ecology

Friday, January 13 (evening)–Sunday, January 15 
$178, or $151 for ya members; yosemite Valley

What makes winter so important to understanding the full annual cycle 
of the natural history of Yosemite? How do plants resist freezing? How 
do animals find enough calories? While enjoying the serene beauty of 
the winter landscape, you’ll discover a range of surprises about how 
living things respond to the reduced availability of sun, warmth and 
water. This two-day course of fairly easy walking will explore the sea-
son’s manifestations in very different parts of the wintertime Valley. 

roger McGeehee inherited this course from Dr. Carl Sharsmith, and 
brings his encyclopedic knowledge, warm style, and deep concern for 

Yosemite and its visitors to sharing his fascination 
with all things outdoors. Roger was a legendary 
NPS interpretive ranger, and taught for Yosemite 
Institute for many years. He has recently retired to 
the Sierra from teaching biology at a prestigious 
Bay Area high school. 

#2 Introduction to Winter Camping

Saturday, January 21–Sunday, January 22  
$205, or $174 for ya members 
Badger Pass

No bears, no mosquitoes, no dirt, no crowds, and an amazing land-
scape in which to spend a diurnal cycle; these are some of the reasons 
why you may have thought about giving winter camping a try. This 
one-night trip involves reviewing equipment, just over a mile on snow-
shoes (included), and setting up camp, while emphasizing Leave No 
Trace and safe winter practices. The group will return to Badger Pass 
by mid-afternoon on Sunday.  YA will provide limited equipment, but 
most will be up to the participant to procure.  

Eryn Bordes and David Jaffe were married in a mountaintop storm 
in Yosemite, and bring a wealth of outdoor experience to this course. 

Their years of teaching and leadership at Outward 
Bound, Yosemite Institute, and the National Park 
Service, and their dedication as curious naturalists 
will be a delight to those who join them for a night 
sheltered in the snow.  

#3 Winter Landscape Photography

Thursday, January 26 (evening)–Sunday, January 29 
$335, or $285 for ya members  
yosemite Valley

Winter may well be the most spectacular season for photograph-
ing Yosemite Valley. The low-angled winter light adds drama to the 
landscape, and photogenic clouds can cling to the massive walls 
and domes. These three days of modest 1-3 mile hikes exploring 
Yosemite’s winter wonderland with your camera will be well rewarded. 
Your instructor will cover a range of topics essential to working with 
landscapes in winter, including secrets to adequate exposure, tech-
niques for extending tonal range, how to get rid of the “winter blues” 
and much more. All levels of experience, and all digital and film cam-
era formats are welcome.  

John Senser is a landscape and wildlife photographer who has 
also lived and worked in Yosemite and Sequoia-Kings Canyon as a 
naturalist and archeologist. His photography has appeared in books 

and magazines like Arizona Highways, Sierra 
Club calendars, and National Geographic special 
publications. For more than 25 years, he has con-
ducted workshops for UC Santa Cruz Extension 
and Columbia College, and owns the Golden 
Oaks Studio located just north of Yosemite.  

FEBruary
 #4 A Writer’s Winter Walk in Yosemite 

Saturday, February 4    
$84, or $71 for ya members 
yosemite Valley

This is a unique opportunity to spend a day contemplating the icy cliffs, 
strolling the forests and meadows, and refining your writing experi-
ence. With the inspiration of this mountain fastness, you’ll explore 
creative methods for “finding your voice” in fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry, while enjoying walks in our canyon at its most wintry. This fine 
day concludes with sharing tea and dessert at The Ahwahnee. 

Beth Pratt is the author of The Idea of Forever and Yosemite’s 
Junior Ranger Handbook. She has written for 
Harbinger, and YA’s Yosemite journal, has hiked 
the John Muir Trail and hundreds of miles of 
Yosemite’s trails. Beth is Yosemite Association’s 
Vice President and CFO, and she is a dedicated 
student of the weather.

YOSEMITE OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
Start 2006 with something interesting… 

We congratulate yEE Gan and Danah WooDruFF for their status as champion outdoor adventures participants;  

watch for them wearing their ya fleece vests—and quiz them on their knowledge of yosemite!
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#5 Full Moon Snowshoe

Saturday, February 11  
$82, or $70 for ya members 
Badger Pass

“What if one moon has come and gone with its world of poetry, 
its weird teachings, its oracular suggestions - so divine a creature 
freighted with hints for me, and I have not used her?” wondered Henry 
David Thoreau. Here’s your opportunity to enjoy the luster of the full 
moon in an afternoon/evening snowshoe at Badger Pass. During the 
trek, your instructor will discuss various aspects of Yosemite, winter 
ecology, and the astronomical spectacle overhead. Snowshoes will be 
provided, no experience is needed, and the travel will be no more than 
moderate in difficulty.

Emily Jacobs has worked for DNC Parks and Resorts at Yosemite for 
two years in the Interpretive Services office. She 
is an award-winning interpreter with a graduate 
degree in environmental education from a top 
program in Wisconsin. She’s been a ranger in 
three other national parks before coming here, 
and Emily’s passion is exploring Yosemite in all 
its seasons.

#6 Exploring the Winter World of Yosemite

Saturday, February 25–Sunday, February 26 
$170, or $145 for ya members 
yosemite Valley and Badger Pass

A day of easy hiking at 4000’, then a day of snowshoeing at 7200’ 
should give you a look at two different degrees of winter in the Sierra. 
The specific adaptations of our wildlife and plants to the challenges of 
winter will be examined on some of the Valley’s lesser known trails, 
then on the higher country’s snowy routes. Animal tracks, natural anti-
freeze, snow crystals and their metamorphosis in the snowpack, and 
human acclimation to this season will compose some of your lessons. 
Snowshoes are provided, and experience isn’t necessary.

Dick Ewart is well-known to Yosemite visitors 
for his 30+ years as a ranger at Glacier Point and 
Badger Pass, the thousands of miles he’s put 
on his hiking boots and skis, and the depth and 
breadth of his natural history knowledge. Beyond 
being well-known, he is outright famous for his 
New England accent, and his charming leader-
ship style.  

March
#7 The Unknown West End

Friday, March 24  
$41, or $35 for ya members 
yosemite Valley

This half-day course consists of an easy walk around the west end of 
Yosemite Valley on the seldom-used bridle trail.  Our five mile loop will 
bring us to two historic roads, Ribbon Creek, Black Spring, a series of 
end moraines, a 600’ and a 1200’ waterfall, the “Acorn”, Douglas-firs, 
an old CCC camp, Bunnell’s plaque, a president’s camp, and a lost 
prospectors’ graves.  

Pete Devine never has returned to Colorado like he thought he was 
going to when he moved to the park twenty years 
ago. He’s taught numerous YA courses, trained 
NPS rangers and YI faculty, studied the Lyell 
Glacier, written a natural history column for the 
concession newsletter, and knows more about 
Steller’s Jays than anyone in Yosemite. 

#8 Snowshoe Explorations with a Naturalist

Sunday, March 26  
$82, or $70 for ya members 
Badger Pass

Technically speaking, spring will have just started, but the higher ele-
vations will still be blanketed in white. The potential for dramatic light-
ing, stormy skies, milder temperatures, and unexpected discoveries 
at the change of the seasons make a trek on snowshoes worth a day’s 
time.  Exploring with a fun-loving naturalist is the best way to learn 
about what living things are active, what’s dormant, and what’s gone 
away for the winter.  Snowshoes will be provided, and no experience is 
necessary for this day of moderate travel over snow.  

Julie Miller manages the Interpretive Services operation for DNC 
Parks and Resorts at Yosemite. Since she arrived 
in Yosemite almost 20 years ago, Julie has been 
an NPS ranger, a Yosemite Institute instructor, 
taught many YA courses, and has obtained her 
teaching credential. It is hard to find someone 
more enthusiastic than Julie in their love for being 
outside with people.

Mark your calendars now, for  
the Yosemite Birding Festival, 

 May 5-7.

YA would be glad to design  
a custom adventure for your  

family or group event.  
Call us at (209) 379-2321  

for more information.



 check enclosed. checks should be payable to the Yosemite Association.

 Or, charge my credit card. We accept:   

 Visa  Mastercard  American express discover

 card Number:  exp. date:

Accomodations
  I want to camp with the group in YA reserved shared sites.
  I will reserve and pay for my own private campsite by calling 1-800-436-7275.
  I want to rent a room—please send me the reservation request form.
  I will make other accommodation arrangements.
 
Cancellation Policy
   I have read the cancellation policy and understand that to receive a refund, I 

must cancel at least 30 days before a course and pay a 10% fee per enrollment.
 
Membership
  enclosed is my new Yosemite Association membership fee. 
  I am currently a member of YA. Member #: _________________

Class Roster
We typically provide a class roster to participants to encourage carpooling, equip-
ment sharing, and networking.
  Yes, I wish to make my contact information available to others in my class.
  No, please do not give out my contact information to others in my class.

YOSEMiTE ASSOCiATiOn MEMBERShiPS Name

 Additional Name

 Address

 city/State/Zip

 daytime Phone (     )   evening Phone (     )

 fAX #: (     ) e-mail address:

PAYMEnT:

Individual $35

Joint/family $40

Supporting $60   

contributing $125

Sustaining $250  

Patron $500 

Benefactor $1000

Enter membership total below

 Total course fees: $ 

 Membership or renewal fee: $

 grANd TOTAL: $

 FiLL OuT ThE FOLLOWing FOR EACh ADvEnTuRE:

 Qty. class No. class Name date  course fee

fax: 209/379-2486  
phone: 209/379-2321
e-mail: info@yosemite.org
website: www.yosemite.org

Yosemite Association  
P.O. Box 230 
el Portal, california 95318

Outdoor Adventures

EnROLLMEnT FORM • 2006 YOSEMiTE OuTDOOR ADvEnTuRES

ChECk APPROPRiATE BOxES:

WhERE DiD YOu hEAR ABOuT ThE OuTDOOR ADvEnTuRES?

Signature: or sign up online! WWW.YOSEMiTE.ORg
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M e M B e r s  P A g e s
volunteers Make the Difference in Yosemite
A smile and a friendly hello—that can be 

the beginning of a park visitor’s life-long 

association with our organization. For 

the 73 volunteers who spent a month 

(or two, or even five!) this summer, 

making new friends for YA among the 

park’s visitors was just another day of 

work. For the visitors, it may have been 

among the most helpful and pleasant 

contacts during their stay. Many thanks 

to our month-long volunteer crews for 

the 9,637 hours they gave to the park 

to make vital information services and 

unique interpretive facilities available for 

the public. We salute the following mem-

bers who contributed so much in the 

twenty-first year of this program:

June Bailey, Jennifer Baker, Michael 

Bonham, RoxAnne Borean, Helen 

Brohm, Mary & Mike Burchmore, 

Thomas Byde, Robert Campagna, Gary 

Cava, Gary Childs, Alexandra V. Cole, 

Richard Conness, Karen Corcoran, 

Barbara Cordero Hill, Marion Eggers, 

Donna Engleman, Alice Ensley, 

Virginia Ferguson, Anna Fong, Barbara 

Fumagalli, Randy Gamboa & Mike 

Oplinger, Hank & Linda Gilliam, Judith 

& Marston Girard, Anne Gomes, Hans 

& Sue Hansen, Ann L. Hardeman, 

Carol Harris, Doug Hitchingham, 

Ted Hoesman, Kathy Hopkins, Tom 

Hopkins, Suzanne Howell-Gleason, 

MaryJane & Vern Johnson, Adrienne 

Kalmick, Jerry & Susan Kaplan, Everett 

& Anne-Marie Kaukonen, Charles & 

Mildred Krueger, Chris & Jeff Lashmet, 

Joanne Mandel, John A. McClary, Robert 

McConnell, Kenneth & Patsy McKay, 

Carole & Lou Meylan, Donna Minnick, 

Dorothy Nakama, Harriet Novakovich, 

Robert Prola, Joyce Rasmussen, Julie 

Rice, Charles R. Ryan, Julienne Schuller, 

Richard Schuman, Linda Shepler, Dawn 

Sherertz, Mary & George Sutliff, Doug 

Van Der Linden, Ellen Waddell, Jackie 

Wagoner, Jo Wamser, Barry Warmerdam, 

Julice Winter, and Pat Zuccaro.

As Yosemite-philes, we can probably all 

call to mind a favorite spot along the 

Merced River, a special backcountry trail, 

or the sight of a wind gust sweeping 

fallen oak leaves along 

the valley floor. But 

how many of us are 

able to spend the time 

and effort to help reha-

bilitate and preserve 

the amazing resources 

Yosemite has to offer? 

Fortunately there are 

those who can answer 

the call, and have. 

For the past eighteen 

years, YA has been assembling member 

volunteer crews who assist the National 

Park Service in their mission to preserve 

Yosemite for future generations. This 

summer, 53 volunteers participated in 

five week-long work trips, giving 2,080 

hours and a lot of sweat to help eradi-

cate invasive plant species, monitor oak 

seedlings, reduce the human footprint 

in the backcountry, and much more. 

This popular program is a coopera-

tive effort of the National Park Service, 

Yosemite Institute, DNC Parks & Resorts 

at Yosemite, and YA. On behalf of all our 

partners, we thank the 2005 Work Week 

crew:

Ricardo Azucena, Melody Baldwin, 

Sydney Bluestone, Ray Borean, Donald 

Burns, Joan Carter, Thomas M. 

DeForest, Tony DeMaio, Jim Derry, 

Candace & Chris Elder, Marshall & 

Judy Fisher, Belinda Gilbert, Gerald 

& Janice Haslam, Don Hedgepeth, 

Judy Johnson, June Jones, Eric Juline, 

Steven Kahn, Mona Knight, Betty Mae 

& Jim Locke, David Margiott & Kathy 

Montgomery, Kate Mawdsley, Jerry & 

Dianne McMahon, Jillian Metz, Hiroyuki 

Minamino & Kyoko Adachi, Tim Moore, 

Russell Morimoto, John Mullen, Lloyd 

& Susanna Murray, Claudia Newbold, 

Jerry Nuding, Ralph Occhipinti, 

Cindy Pavlicek, Teresa Peterson, Marie 

Pitruzzello, Edward Polainer, Richard 

Rice, Jean Roche, James Rolf, Joan 

Sanderson, Barbara Shimkus, Pat 

Soussan, Alison Sterley, Verle Waters, and 

Jan Webster.

New this year, DNC Parks & Resorts 

spearheaded an effort to perform much-

needed restoration work around the 

popular High Sierra Camps. YA members 

joined teams of DNC employees who 

volunteered to spend a weekend elimi-

nating social trails, decompacting soil, 

revegetating denuded spaces, and defin-

ing pedestrian paths to protect trail-side 

plant life. Patterned after a 2004 restora-

tion effort DNC performed at Merced 

Lake HSC, the 2005 trips accomplished 

tremendous progress at the May Lake, 

Sunrise, Vogelsang, and Glen Aulin 

camps. We are deeply grateful to the 

eight YA member volunteers who per-

formed more than 160 hours of service 

on this unique venture: David Eichorn, 

Lisa Eurich, Ann Henry, R.K. “Pete” 

Howell, Jeanette Larsen, Lloyd Murray, 

Richard Rudloff, and Jerel Steckling. 

Backcountry work trip leader Vicki 
Hartman (left) and YA volunteer Russell 
Morimoto (right) use a log to create a 
natural barrier.
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Would you like to help us help 
Yosemite next year? 

Recruiting for our month-long 

information assistance volunteer 

program will begin in December 

2005. Applications for the restoration 

volunteer program will be released 

in February 2006, once the program 

dates have been set. For more infor-

mation about these programs, visit 

our website at yosemite.org/helpus/

volunteer.html, or call (209) 379-

2317 after December 1.
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Nearly 300 members enjoyed a crisp 
fall weekend in Tuolumne Meadows 
when they attended our 30th annual 
members’ meeting on September 
10, 2005. Registrants took part in 
a wide variety of interpretive pro-
grams on Saturday morning. The 
hearty Tuolumne Lodge lunch was 
accompanied by the musical mus-
ings of the Recycled String Band’s 
Gail Dreifus and Denise Ludington. 
Then at the afternoon’s formal meet-
ing, Superintendent Mike Tollefson, 
board chair Christy Holloway, 
and YA President Steve Medley 
addressed the assemblage. Everyone 
joined in to help us pull a few 
well-orchestrated pranks on Steve, 
who marked twenty years as YA’s 

president this year. In addition to the 
good-natured ribbing, we presented 
Steve with a certificate and custom 
“Farley” cartoon to commemorate 
this milestone.

Guest speaker John W. Simpson 
gave a rousing talk about how the 
Hetch Hetchy story reflects the 
evolution of American environ-
mental values and politics. John was 
followed by guest speaker Garrett 
Burke, who shared his hopes and 
intentions as he developed the 
design for the California State 
Quarter. 

After the meeting, the speakers 
signed books and commemorative 
quarter packets during the wine and 
cheese reception. We thank Redwood 

Creek Wines and American Park 
Network for generously donating the 
wines that were served at that event. 
Ninety-eight prizes were raffled off, 
and then seven very special items 
were sold in a live auction. 

The day ended with a musical 
program around the much-needed 
campfire. Many attendees also went 
on interpretive walks or took in a 
special archeology presentation at 
Parsons Lodge on Sunday morning. 
After overnight temperatures that 
dipped to seventeen degrees at the 
lodge, we needed to get moving to 
warm up!

It takes a village to raise a child— 
and to put on a YA members’ event! 
We thank the following friends for 
providing interpretive programs 
during the weekend: National 
Park Service staff Carol Blaney, 
Yenyen Chan, Margaret Eissler, and 
Sonni Montague; Restore Hetch 
Hetchy’s Ron Good and Debbie 
Colston; Yosemite Institute’s Deepak 
Dathatri; Gail Dreifus; YA staff 
Denise Ludington and Pete Devine; 
and volunteer Fred Fisher. Many 
thanks to NPS ranger Calvin Liu 
for Saturday afternoon’s audio sup-
port; to DNC Parks & Resorts at 
Yosemite staff Mike Anderson, Alana 
Dolen, Janis Kunz, Martha Miller, 
Karen Prichard, Kim Terguson, Andy 
Wilson, and the rest of the employ-
ees at Tuolumne Lodge who gra-
ciously hosted us all weekend; and 
to tireless volunteers Fred Fisher and 
Joe Lattuada, MaryJane and Vern 
Johnson, and Julie Schuller for their 
efforts to ensure the raffle, auction, 
and wine and cheese reception came 
off flawlessly. 

Members gather for YA’s 30th Annual Meeting

Join us for a  members’ gathering! 
We hope you will attend our next members’ event; the Spring Forum will 
be held on Saturday, March 25, 2006, in Yosemite Valley. Forum invitations 
and registration materials will be mailed to all members in early January. 
Our 31st Annual Members’ Meeting will be held in Wawona on Saturday, 
September 9, 2006 (note date change!); registration materials for that  
meeting will be mailed in July 2006.

Superintendent Mike Tollefson, recently injured, offered anyone who donated $1,000 to YA 
at the meeting the opportunity to sign his cast; life member Richard Fogel (at right) glee-
fully anted up for the privilege.
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We are also very grateful to our 
generous raffle and action prize 
donors who helped us raise $6,826 
in additional support for our pro-
grams and services: The Ansel 
Adams Gallery, Gerald & Janet 
Barton & Gold River Orchards, 
Nicole Brocchini, Garrett Burke, 
Gabriella Casares, Arnold & Carole 
Compolongo/Scope Enterprises, 
Suzanne Corkins, DNC Parks 
& Resorts at Yosemite, Dumont 
Printing, E&J Gallo Winery/
Redwood Creek Wines, Fred Fisher 
& Joe Lattuada/Naturals from the 
Earth, Tom Fong, Michael Frye 
Photography, Richard Garcia/Garcia 
Machine, Patti Garrity/Patti’s Plum 
Puddings, Jeff Grandy Photography, 
Bobbie & Carl Handen, Gerald 
Haslam, Christy & Charles Holloway, 
Gina Tan & Barbara Boucke/Fine 
Arts Museums of San Francisco, 
Malcolm Margolin/Heyday 
Books, Mono Lake Committee, 
Mountain Light Gallery, Pacific 
Printing, Panorama International 
Productions, Beth Pratt, Tom & 
Irene Shephard, Carol Skooglund/
First Street Gallery, and Keith 
Walklet/QuietWorks Photography.

special gatherings in special Places

California Quarter designer Garrett Burke 
(at left) stands with members June and 
Paul Knoblich; the Knoblich’s auction bid 
of $1,700 won them this one-of-a-kind 
artwork created and signed by Garrett.
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About fifty YA members started their weekend early when they 
attended a special reception with speakers John W. Simpson, Garrett 
Burke, Superintendent Mike Tollefson and other park officials, and YA 
board at Parsons Lodge on Friday, September 9. This event was held 
to honor those members who have donated $250 or more to YA in the 
past year. Guests were treated to a gorgeous high-country sunset as 
they enjoyed good conversation along with delicious appetizers, and 
wine that was donated by Redwood Creek Wines and American Park 
Network. 

On Saturday, October 1, more than twenty YA members enjoyed 
a mild fall Yosemite Valley evening when they attended a dinner on 
the Ahwahnee Meadow, outside the home of Brad Anderholm, Chief 
Operating Officer of DNC Parks & Resorts at Yosemite. This sumptu-
ous gathering was hosted entirely by DNC to honor supporters who 
have contributed $1,000 or more to the association in the last year. 
Guests feasted on culinary creations by The Ahwahnee’s chefs while 
they chatted with the superintendent and several National Park Service 
division chiefs, Cooperative Student Interns, DNC executives, UC 
Merced representatives, and YA board and staff. We thank DNC for 
their generous hospitality, and for renewing their commitment to host 
this very special recognition event; next year’s dinner will be held on 
October 7, 2006.

Won’t you join us? We invite you to upgrade your membership or 
give a generous gift to the association today so that you too may attend 
these special gatherings! You can make a gift online at yosemite.org/
helpus/donations.html, or send your gift in the envelope included with 
this journal. To upgrade your member level today, please contact the 
Membership Department at (209) 379-2317. 

Author John W. Simpson addresses YA members.
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Member Info Line 209/379-2317

If you’re planning a trip to Yosemite 
and have questions, give our phone 
line a call between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. We don’t make reservations, 
but we can give appropriate phone 
numbers and usually lots of helpful 
advice.

The Ostrander Lake Ski Hut, operated by the Yosemite Association on behalf of the 

National Park Service, will open for the 2005–06 season on December 16, 2005. It will 

remain open until April 7, 2006. The facility is staffed during the winter and made avail-

able to the public to encourage ski touring and snowshoeing in the park. Space in the hut 

is limited to 25 people per night, and a fee of $20 per person 

per night is charged. Reservations are required, especially for 

weekend dates. Because reservation requests often exceed 

the available beds on weekends, the association allocates 

those reservations using a lottery. That lottery is scheduled 

for November 21, 2005. Users may call (209) 379-2646 

after December 1 or (209) 372-0740 after January 4, 2006 

to reserve any remaining openings. If you are interested in 

entering the Ostrander lottery, please contact the association 

office at (209) 379-2646 for an application and information.

ostrander ski hut operation Dates set

In the early 1980s, my brother spent 

summers in Yosemite with my husband, 

Steve Botti, and me. Steve and I worked 

for the National Park Service, he with the 

Resources Management staff, and I with 

the Interpretation staff. My little brother, 

David, lived in Fresno with our parents, 

but, at age 15, enjoyed the summer adven-

tures of living and working in Yosemite. 

An able person, even a young one, 

with local housing has always been a 

resource to all Yosemite operations.  So, 

it was no surprise that the Yosemite 

Association offered David a summer 

job. He worked as a “go-fer”—stocking 

book shelves in the Valley Visitor Center, 

helping with the Junior Ranger program 

at Happy Isles, collecting tickets at Lee 

Stetson’s evening performances, organiz-

ing the stock room, etc. He worked with 

Dinorah Martin, the 14-year old daugh-

ter of Jim Martin, then a Valley District 

Ranger, and Maria Martin, who also 

worked for the Yosemite Association.  

David and Dinorah became fast friends, 

Junior Ranger assistants extraordinaire, 

experienced shuttle bus riders, cynical 

observers of park visitors, and regular 

attendees at all valley interpretive pro-

grams. They did this for two summers 

until Dinorah moved to Ventura where 

her father served as Chief Ranger at 

Channel Islands National Park.  

David and Dinorah remained friends, 

seeing each other only occasionally over 

the next 16 years.  During that time, both 

earned Bachelors Degrees at U.C. Davis.  

Dinorah went on to earn a Master’s 

Degree, teach history and Spanish and 

coach girls’ soccer at schools in Hawai’i. 

Concurrently, David earned a Doctorate 

from Washington State University in 

biochemistry focusing on computa-

tional chemistry and bioinformatics.  

When their paths crossed again in 2001, 

sparks flew.  During a visit to Yosemite, 

David proposed to Dinorah at Happy 

Isles! They were married in 2003 in the 

Yosemite Chapel (by Wawona District 

Interpreter Dean Shenk).

They now live in Fort Washington, 

PA where Dinorah is an educator and 

coaches soccer at a local school, and 

David works as a researcher for Vitae 

Pharmaceuticals.  Their new Junior 

Ranger, Olivia Malie Lawson, was born 

on December 16.  No doubt, she already 

is thinking of Yosemite.   It is certain that 

her aunts, uncles, cousins, and grand-

parents all are planning trips with her to 

their favorite Yosemite spots. 

A new generation: A new Junior ranger
By Olivia’s Auntie (Vicki Jo Lawson)

Former Junior Rangers, David Lawson 
and Dinorah Martin, wed May 2003.  

P
h

o
t

o
 b

y
 L

e
r

o
y

 r
a

D
a

n
o

V
iC

h
.

New Junior Ranger, Olivia Malie, born to 
David and Dinorah Lawson, December 
2004.  

Olivia’s paternal grandparents 
still live in Fresno, CA and visit 
Yosemite at every opportunity.  
Olivia’s maternal grandparents 
now live in Marfa, TX following 
Jim Martin’s retirement from a 
40-year NPS career, including 10 
years as Superintendent of Hawai’i 
Volcanoes National Park.  Olivia’s 
two Uncle Steves still work for 
the National Park Service—Steve 
Martin is a law enforcement ranger 
at Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area, and Steve Botti, co-author of 
An Illustrated Flora of Yosemite 
National Park, is a fire manage-
ment specialist at the National 
Interagency Fire Center in Boise, ID.  
If this reads a bit like a soap opera, 
or if you need a diagram to under-
stand the familial relationships, 
don’t despair.  Suffice it to know that 
a shared love of Yosemite and wild 
places continues to unite people. 

P
h

o
t

o
 b

y
 J

im
 m

a
r

t
in

.



��Y o s e m i t e  A s s o c i A t i o n ,  f A l l  2 0 0 5

YA member Rod Collier’s association 

with Yosemite National Park began in 

1971, when he and fellow Huntington 

Beach, California, middle-school 

teachers set out to create an outdoor 

education program for gifted students, 

similar to a county program in the San 

Bernardino Mountains. They wanted to 

foster in their students a sense of con-

nection with the environment and the 

desire to act as lifelong stewards of pre-

served park and wilderness lands. 

They selected Yosemite as the focus 

for a month-long academic curriculum 

centered on ecology, biology, geology, 

and history, which culminated in a week-

long field trip to Yosemite. The first trip 

took place in the spring of 1972 and 

involved approximately one hundred 

sixth, seventh and eighth grade students. 

For the first few years of the program, 

these students went each year; as a result, 

there were many students who shared 

the experience for three consecutive 

years and became real experts and advo-

cates for Yosemite and the national parks 

in general.

Equal to Rod’s love for Yosemite and 

the environment was his passion for his-

tory. In the mid-1970s, he was excited 

to learn that the National Park Service 

was inaugurating an overnight pioneer 

history environmental living program 

(ELP) at Wawona’s Pioneer Yosemite 

History Center. He attended the first 

teachers’ workshop and took a group 

of eighth grade students the very first 

spring the program operated, and every 

year after that until he passed away in 

1990. His programs were a model of 

interdisciplinary learning as he expertly 

wove science, history, math, art, and lan-

guage arts through the ELP experience. 

He helped the NPS refine the program 

over the years and mentored new teach-

ers bringing groups to the program for 

the first time. 

Rod’s enthusiasm for the program 

inspired everyone around him including 

his students, fellow teachers, and the par-

ent chaperones who participated in the 

experience. The chance to be a Yosemite 

pioneer became a coveted reward each 

year for all involved. Rod also made a 

$300 gift to the History Center each year 

to help cover the cost of a particular 

need the program had. One such gift 

helped put the oven at the Degnan’s bak-

ery building back into operation.

After his death, Rod’s family wanted 

to perpetuate his desire to support the 

History Center’s mission, so they contin-

ued making the yearly gift in his name to 

the Yosemite Association. Currently these 

annual donations are used to support 

school groups that apply for financial 

assistance with their preparation and 

participation in the ELP program. Over 

the years, friends have joined the group 

of family donors, and the amounts of the 

donations have grown considerably from 

the $25 each initially gave. While Kathy 

Dimont (Yosemite’s Chief of Education 

Services) is always effusive in her grati-

tude for the group’s donations each year, 

it is the donors themselves who are 

grateful for the reward of knowing that 

not only are they perpetuating Rod’s 

memory in connection with a place he 

loved so much, but also that they are 

helping foster the creation of another 

generation of stewards who will love and 

care for Yosemite as much as he did.

The 2005 donors to the Rod Collier 

Scholarship are: Dan & Jessie Briggs, Ben 

& Christie Cesar, Kelly & Sharon Collier, 

Mary Collier, Ed & Janet Engesser, 

Mike & Laura Hill, David & Elizabeth 

Himelson, and John & Carolyn Loyd.

Editor’s Note: We thank Rod’s widow, 
Mary Collier, and Sue Moynihan (NPS 
Chief of Interpretation and Cultural 
Resources Management, Cape Cod 
National Seashore) for their crucial 
assistance in preparing this article.

The story Behind the rod Collier scholarships

A young ELP pioneer fetches water.

ELP student John Pansarosa washes 
clothes in the pioneer way.
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Occasionally we have the opportunity 

to trade our mailing list with other 

nonprofit organizations, so that both 

entities may increase our membership 

rosters and enhance our ability to sup-

port our respective parks or institutions. 

List trades are invaluable to nonprofits 

because they introduce us to new poten-

tial members while helping us minimize 

our operational costs. 

Although we have rarely capitalized 

on such opportunities, we would like to 

be able to do so in the future when we 

know the other organizations to be repu-

table and to have something of value to 

offer to our members. If you would pre-

fer not to have us share your name and 

address, please notify the Membership 

department by calling us Monday 

through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 

at 209-379-2317, by sending an e-mail 

to info@yosemite.org, or by mailing a 

note to us at P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 

95318. All “do not share” requests will 

be acknowledged and will be honored in 

perpetuity. Note that telephone numbers 

and e-mail addresses are not released or 

traded for any reason. 

May We share Your Address with other nonprofits?
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nov: Fall 2005 issue of the 
members’ journal Yosemite 
to be mailed this month

nov 4–6: OA #74: 
Focusing on Nature: 
Autumn Photography in 
Yosemite

nov 14–Jan 20: 
“Experience Your America” 
photo exhibit at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery Nov 21: 
Ostrander lottery applica-
tions must be received by 
this date

nov 24–25: YA 
Administrative Office 
closed for Thanksgiving 
holiday

Dec 8: YA Holiday Open 
House and Warehouse Sale 
at El Portal office, 3 to 6 
p.m.

Dec 16: Ostrander Ski Hut 
opens for the season

Dec 19: Last day to place 
orders for Christmas deliv-
ery (expedited shipping 
charges will apply)

Dec 23–26: YA 
Administrative Office 
closed for Christmas holi-
day

early Jan: Invitation to 
Spring Forum (March 25) 
to be mailed to all members

Jan 2: YA Administrative 
Office closed for New Year’s 
holiday

Jan 4: Wilderness permit 
reservation system opens 
for the season

Jan 13–15: OA: “Winter 
Ecology” with Roger 
McGeehee

Jan 16: YA Administrative 
Office closed for Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday

Jan 20: last day to view 
“Experience Your America” 
photo exhibit at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery

Jan 21–22: OA: 
“Introduction to Winter 
Camping” with Eryn 
Bordes and David Jaffe

Jan 26–29: OA: “Winter 
Landscape Photography” 
with John Senser

A s s o C i A T i o n  D A T e s legend:
oA = outdoor Adventure

YAc = Yosemite Art center 

feb: Winter 2006 issue 
of the members’ journal 
Yosemite and 2006 Outdoor 
Adventures Catalog to be 
mailed this month

feb 4: OA: “A Writer’s 
Winter Walk in Yosemite” 
with Beth Pratt

feb 11: OA: “Full Moon 
Snowshoe” with Emily 
Jacobs

feb 20: YA Administrative 
Office closed for President’s 
Day holiday

feb 24: Yosemite 
Renaissance XXI open-
ing reception and awards 
presentation at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

feb 24–May 7: Yosemite 
Renaissance XXI exhibit at 
Yosemite Museum Gallery

feb 25–26: OA: 
“Exploring the Winter 
World of Yosemite” with 
Dick Ewart

for an expanded events calendar, visit: www.yosemite.org/member/calendar.htm.

Mar 24: OA: “The 
Unknown West End” with 
Pete Devine

 

Mar 25: Spring Forum, 
Yosemite Valley

Mar 26: OA: “Snowshoe 
Explorations with a 
Naturalist” with Julie Miller
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Apr: Free Yosemite Art 
Center courses begin this 
month

Apr 7: Ostrander Ski Hut 
closes for the season

Mid-Apr: Big Oak Flat 
Information Station & 
Bookstore opens for the 
season (tentative)
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May 5–7: Third Annual 
Birding Festival, El Portal/
Yosemite

May 7: last day to view 
Yosemite Renaissance 
XXI exhibit at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery

september 9, 2006: 
31st Annual Members’ 
Meeting, Wawona (note 
date change!)



��Y o s e m i t e  A s s o c i A t i o n ,  f A l l  2 0 0 5

Yosemite in time—ice Ages, tree clocks, ghost rivers 
by Mark Klett, Rebecca Solnit, and Byron Wolfe. 

Yosemite is a world-famous location that has attracted photographic 

greats such as Eadweard Muybridge, Edward Weston, and Ansel Adams, 

along with environmentalists, mountaineers, and countless tourists. 

This thought-provoking book puts this landscape and its history in a 

new perspective, with Mark Klett and Byron Wolfe’s original photo-

graphs and panoramas, together with rephotographs of some of the 

most enduring images taken at Yosemite. 

In three essays, noted critic Rebecca Solnit brings in nature, culture, and 

politics to look through the past to understand the present. The photo-

graphs and essays reconsider the iconic status of Yosemite in America’s 

conception of wilderness, examine how the place was interpreted by 

early Euro-Americans, and show how our conceptions of landscape 

have altered and how the landscape has changed—or not—over time.

Arresting and incisive, the title explores the environmental and 

 imagistic history, science, and politics of a site that has long captured 

our collective imagination. Sumptuously produced with five-color 

printing, it is a beautiful evocation of a place wrapped in layers of 

meaning and overlapping ideas. 144 pages, 12 by 10 inches, illustrated 

with 60 duotones, 15 four-color plates, and 6 gatefolds, clothbound 

with dust jacket. Copyright 2005, Trinity University Press. $45; 

 members price $38.25

speciAl liMiteD eDition of  
Yosemite In Time!
A limited edition version of Yosemite In Time is also 

available. It’s a numbered, signed edition of 75 cop-

ies and 10 artists’ proofs. The book was printed and 

the custom portfolio box constructed at Tien Wah 

Press in Singapore in 2005, and it is accompanied 

by a special inkjet print, Panorama from Sentinel 

Dome (which is also the cover image for the book) 

made by Mark Klett and Byron Wolfe. That print 

combines images from the project made in 2003 with 

historical insets by Carleton Watkins photographed 

in 1865 and 1866 (courtesy of Fraenkel Gallery, San 

Francisco).  

This special edition was created by Trinity University 

Press and designed by David Skolkin. The limited 

edition sells for $750, plus shipping (no member dis-

count allowed).

Y o s e M i T e  C A T A l o g 

hard truth 
by Nevada Barr  

(an Anna Pigeon mystery). 

Park ranger Anna Pigeon moves from Mississippi to Colorado to assume her new post as 

district ranger at Rocky Mountain National Park, where three young girls have disappeared 

during a religious retreat. Two of the children emerge a month later, clad only in filthy 

underwear and claiming to remember nothing of the intervening weeks. 

With the reappearance of the children comes an odd and unsettling presence in the park, a sense of disembodied evil 

and unspeakable terror: small animals are mercilessly slaughtered and a sinister force seems to still control the girls. 

As Anna investigates, she finds herself caught up in the machinations of a paranoid religious sect determined to keep 

their secrets and the girls sequestered from law enforcement and psychiatric help.

Following the trails of the many suspects, especially that of the cult’s intense youth group leader, Anna discovers the 

force which has destroyed the children’s minds. Here in the park, evil has the eyes of a visionary and the soul of the 

devil. The book is 366 pages, 9 by 6.25 inches, and casebound with a dust jacket. It is copyright 2005 by G. P. Putnam’s 

Sons. $24.95; members price $21.21
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to see more great gift ideas and an expanded list of the products we offer for sale, visit our full-featured, 
secure Yosemite store on the internet at http://yosemitestore.com

the nature handbook—A guide to observing the great outdoors 
by Ernest H. Williams, Jr. 

This book does what no other field guide does: explores and explains nature through its 

complex web of associations and patterns, revealing them to the many different types of nature lovers.

All naturalists—from birders to gardeners, hikers to environmentalists, wildflower enthusiasts to butterfliers—will appreci-

ate the different approach of the handbook, even those whose interest in the natural world is just beginning to develop. 

Approximately 500 color photographs help make the more than 200 patterns apparent and recognizable for readers, and 

each pattern is accompanied by a detailed description and a brief list of sources. The book is designed to invite browsing, 

and readers will gain a rich ecological perspective and insight. 264 pages, 6 by 9 inches, illustrated in full color, and paper-

back. It is copyright 2005 by Oxford University Press. $26; members price $22.10

bears 
by Daniel Wood. 

This fascinating newly-revised book combines 

the work of some of North America’s 

 leading wildlife photographers with the writing 

of Daniel Wood, a leading nature writer. This 

celebration of the bears of North America covers 

black bears, brown bears, and polar bears.

Through photographs, text, and extended 

 captions, the earth’s largest terrestrial carnivore 

is revealed in intimate detail. Wood explores 

social interaction, hunting and hibernation 

 patterns, mothering behavior, and the consequences of human contact with these 

magnificent creatures. He also follows a year in the life of a bear and, in the 

 process, dispels many common myths about this misunderstood animal. 

The book allows the reader to enter the wild domain of this fascinating animal 

and presents an in-depth portrait of it at work, rest, and play. 288 pages, 9 by 9 

inches in size, illustrated in full color, and casebound with a dust jacket. It is copy-

right 1995, 2005 by Whitecap Books. $14.95; members price $12.71

the historic Yosemite postcard book—20 souvenir Views 
from the Yosemite Museum Collection. 

Specially selected from the extensive collection of the Yosemite 

Museum, these twenty full-color postcards are exact reproductions 

of vintage Yosemite views from the original cards. Published in a 

handy tear-out format, they represent a variety of historic locations, 

activities, and individuals from the park’s fascinating past.

The twenty different images are printed on sturdy white card stock, 

and their backs are divided with plenty of room for messages to 

friends or family members and mailing addresses. The book can be used to stay in touch, to share Yosemite’s 

history, or to step back in time for a glimpse of earlier days in the park.

Among the subjects of the cards are the Fire Fall, Arch Rock, Yosemite Lodge, the Yosemite Valley Railroad, 

Overhanging Rock, the Mariposa Grove, and Camp Curry. There also are images of Native American residents 

of Yosemite, as well as several views of waterfalls and major landmarks. This is a nice collection of nostalgia 

with historical authenticity.

Twenty postcards, 6 by 4 inches, reproduced in full color and packaged in a sturdy cover. Copyright 2005 by 

Yosemite Association. $6.95; members price $5.91
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skar’s picnic 
with story and illustrations by Vicki 

Redenbaugh. 

This new pop-up, lift-the-flap adven-

ture book is sure to engage and enter-

tain readers of all ages. Join Skar, a 

 large black bear, as his sense of smell 

leads him to his own private picnic. But look out—the 

campers are returning to their site! What will Skar do now?

Learn from Skar’s adventures why campers should store 

food properly and keep a clean campsite, and how you can 

help keep safe and protect wildlife in the wild. Based on 

a true story from Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, the 

book is a guaranteed winner for children. 16 pages, 9.75 by 

10.75 inches, illustrated in full color with lots of pop-ups 

and flaps that open, in a sturdy case binding. 

 Copyright 2005 by Eastern National. $14.95; 

 members price $12.71

last day to place orders for christmas is dec. 19 (expedited shipping charges will apply)

Yosemite national park 
logo Decal, patch, and pin 
by Yosemite Association. 

The colorful Yosemite National 

Park logo is reproduced here to help 

you demonstrate your love for Yosemite 

in a variety of ways. All items are copyright 2005 by Yosemite 

Association.

The heavy vinyl decal (shown here) can be applied to your car, a 

window, or any other flat surface. It measures 3.5 inches in diameter 

and is printed in green, grey, light blue, yellow, and white. The  

adhesive is on the back. $1.50; member price $1.28

The high-quality enamel pin is 1.125 inches in diameter and  

uses green, grey, white, yellow, and light blue enamel within a  

gold ring with gold highlights. It features a pointed prong on the 

reverse with a removable clip to hold it to clothing or a day pack.  

$5; member price $4.25

The full-color embroidered cloth patch is 3 inches in diameter, and 

can be sewn or ironed onto clothing, day packs, and other fabric 

objects. $4; member price $3.60

 

Yosemite national park logo cap.
This stylish baseball-style cap is embroi-

dered with the Yosemite National Park logo that is a favorite of visitors. Besides the embroidered 

logo, there’s also the words “Experience Your Yosemite” embroidered on the back of the hat. The 

“unstructured” style hat conforms to the shape of the wearer’s head and has a curved bill; the bill, 

cap, vent holes, and buttons are all the same color. The “structured” style hat has a piece of mesh 

under the front panel to provide rigidity. The curved bill of each structured cap features a contrast-

ing tan “sandwich” layer, and there are contrasting vent holes and button on top. 

The unstructured caps are manufactured by Paramount of 100% cotton with an adjustable velcro 

sizing strap at the back; available in dandelion, dark blue, black, and tan. The structured caps are 

manufactured by Otto of 100% cotton with an adjustable velcro sizing strap at the back; available 

in dark blue, dark green, and black. One size fits all. Copyright 2005 by Yosemite Association. Please 

specify color and style (structured or unstructured). $16.95; member price $14.41. 

More Ynp and YA  
logo products are  

available! shop online  
at yosemitestore.com  
or call (209) 379-2648  

to order.



�� Y o s e m i t e  A s s o c i A t i o n ,  f A l l  2 0 0 5

 price
 Qty. color Description each total

1

2

3

4

5

 subtotAl

 7.75% Sales Tax (CA customers only):

 Shipping Charges (see below): 

 totAl encloseD:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail address: Daytime telephone: 

Credit Card No:  Expires:

Signature:

Yosemite Association, p.o. box 230, el portal, cA 95318
shop online at http://yosemitestore.com for more items!

order form Credit card orders call: (209) 379-2648  Monday–Friday, 8:30am–4:30pm   
 We Accept VISA, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover

ups ground = $5.95
ups 3-Day select = $14.25

ups 2nd Day = $16.45
call for AK, hi, and international rates

Michael frye Yosemite Wildlife note cards
by the Yosemite Association. 

The subtlety and grace with which park wildlife is caught on his film have 

made the photography of Michael Frye unique, engaging, and captivating. 

These are eight of his finest works including black bear, spotted 

owl, mule deer, coyote, great gray owl, bobcat, rac-

coon, and Belding ground squirrel. The 

photographic cards are printed in full 

color and come with quality white 

envelopes. The cards are 5 inches by 

7 inches in size and copyright 1993 

by the Yosemite Association. 

Special Price: $5  
(no member discount).

Direct from nature: the oil sketches of thomas hill
by Janis T. Driesbach, with an essay by William H. Gerdts.

This is the first book to draw attention to the remarkable oil sketches of famed landscape artist 

Thomas Hill. These smaller pieces, painted in the field directly from nature, represent some of 

Hill’s finest work. Driesbach’s essay details Hill’s production of the sketches while providing much 

valuable information about his life. Gerdts writes about the role that oil sketches played in nine-

teenth-century American painting. The essays are illustrated with over 90 reproductions (most in 

full color) of work by Hill and other landscape artists. The book is 128 pages, 9 by 10.75 inches, 

and paperback. It is copyright 1997 by the Yosemite Association and the Crocker Art Museum, 

Sacramento, CA. Normally retails for $19.95. Special Price: $5 (no member discount).

Yosemite 
Association  
80th Anniversary 
enamel pin
by William Spear 

Design

This beautiful “cloi-

sonné-style” enamel 

pin was developed to celebrate the 

association’s 80th anniversary. With its 

rich primary colors and gold lettering and 

highlights, the pin is a real eyecatcher. The 

pin was developed for us by William Spear 

from the award-winning logo created by 

Michael Osborne Design. Made of heavy 

enamel, it is 1 inch wide and 1.375 inches 

tall. Normally retails for $12.95. Special 
Price: $5 (no member discount). 

speciAl $5 sAle!
Order early – quantities are limited!
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neW AnD reJoining MeMbers
Welcome to our new and rejoining members! 
You’ve connected with more than 10,500 like-
minded individuals, families, and businesses 
helping the association make Yosemite an even 
better place.

benefactor Member:
R. Gould

patron Members:
Larry Compagnoni, Kevin & Debi McNamara, 
Sally Montgomery, Nicole Newlove, Jim Weeks 

sustaining Members:
Betty Botzbach, Pam Boyer, Anne Burman, 
Lynn Butler, Michael Dennis, David Duncan, 
Friends of Yosemite Park, Inc., Belinda 
Ordonez 

contributing Members:
Loretta Alley, Martha Bills, Frank Cassou, Chris 
Collacott, David Foods International, Teri Lyn 
Hawkins, Barbara Hoffman, James Kirwan, 
Carmella Kowall, Daniel Levin, John & Roberta 
Miller, Marianita Nonan, Nina Pickerrell, 
William Provin, Steven Showers, John Stauffer 

supporting Members:
Philip & Claire Anton, Svetlana Attestantova, 
P. Pasha Baker, Mary Barnes, Annabella Beggs, 
Thomas Bell, Marie Bernard & Bruce Paton, 
Keith Brooks, Joan & Harold Brownstein, Jeff 
Bush, Marvin Carlberg, Bernice Cronenwett, 
Donald Davis, Elmore Family, Mary Sue Fisher, 
Gary Fowler, Christine Fulgham, Robert 
Gaynor, Terry & Diane Gorby, Hugh Hansen, 
Ross Hathaway & Nancy Edwards, Bill & Heidi 
Huffman, Scott & Kristin Johnson, S. Michael 
Johnson, Beverly & Dawn Kerbo, Jean Koykka, 
Cynthia Lashbrook, Carol Lussier, Mary 
MacDonald, Cynthia Margolin, Joan McClain, 
Sally McGonigle, Gene Mitchell, Frank & 
Leslie Nitkiewicz, Chris Page , Linda Parr, Jorge 
Porras, Martin Price, Christopher Reichow, 
Pamela Richards, Ron Robillard, Mark 
Seidemann, Susanne & Steve Shepard, Leslie 
Simmonds, Roger Smith, Kevin Smith-Fagan, 
Patricia Stroup, Beverly Valadao, P. S. Whiting 

Joint/family Members:
Hans Henry Von Tresckow, Gary F. & Debra 
A. Achgill, Michael & Cherry Acosta, Michael 
Allen, Channa Alperin, Sonya Andreae, Morris 
& Judy Aran, Sandra Backinger, Raymond 
Bailey, Howard Bandle, Alexander Barclay, Igor 
Barer, Mary Baskin & Richard Byrne, Paige 
Baumbach, William & Lisa Beecher, Marygail 
Bender, Nancy & Ray Bergeron, Conny Berry, 
Theresa Bertz, Annette Bittaker, Guy Blaylock, 
William Boda, David Bodney, Albert & Maria 
Bosco, Valdis C. Boven, Kari Bown & Eric 
Portmann, Leeann Brady, Jeff Bragger & 
Donald Caldwell, Dennis & Linda Branson, 
Stacey Braudrick, Patti Breitman & Stan 
Rosenfeld, R Brian & Kelly Wolfe,The Briggs 
Family, Donna Brooks, Roger Brown, Scott 
Bruner, Don & Becky Bryenton, Ginny & Jeff 
Burdick, Gerald Burns, John & Marilyn Buron, 
Christina Busramante, The Buswell Family, 
Mary & Bob Camarillo, Samatha & Aaron 
Campbell, Lisa Campbell, The Cardinal Family, 
Guest Carlson, Martha & John Castanea, Alex 
& Barbara Castro, Wendy Cheit & Robert Fried, 

Nancy Cheng & Udin Salim, Coreen Chiswell 
& Andy Yatsko, Catherine Christensen, Don 
& Joan Clucas, Cynthia Coffman, Susan 
Cohen & Mitchell Krasnopoler, Eve Cohen, 
Justin Conaway, Jim Corbett, Toni Corelli, 
Constance Couvillon, Jill Crabtree & Don 
Trask, Gordon Craig, Carolyn Critchlow-
Miner, Martin Crowningshield, Sharon & 
Timm Crull, Art & Janet Cupples, Suzanne 
Daily & Brad Hubbell, Brian & Jaime Davis, 
Gary & Kaye Dehrer, Bill & Becky Dillon, 
Michael Donahue & Family, Deb Dotters, 
Scot & Marina Douglas, Lisa Drown, Patricia 
Dunford, Cindy Dunning & Chris Jakle, 
Curt Edmonds & Michelle Fishman, Jurgen 
Erauw, Anthony Eulo, Carol Faith, Marie & 
Rudy Falkner, Robert Fierro, Patricia Forman, 
Robin Franco, Ephraim French, Richard & 
UnaBelle Gaedtke, Alice Garbin & P. Scott, 
Stephen Gedris & Walter Kloss, Margaret & 
Brian Gifford, Karen Gilliss, Ginoza Family, 
Peter Golden, Joie & Lew Goodkin, Marc & 
Karin Graff, Mary & Steve Graves, Lenore Gray, 
Rebecca Green & Jim Tietz, Alan Greenspan, 
Sally Greninger & Lora Mills, Dale Grogan, 
Cynthia Grossman, Bryan Gury, Patricia 
Gustafson, Rudy & Lori Haapanen, Rae Hahn, 
Frank Haist & N. Akshoomoff, K.A. Hannan, 
Ed & Joanna Harrelson, Rayanne Harris & Jeff 
Jones,  Kerry Harris Family, Jeannie Harsha, 
Amy Hartley & Leonel Quinteros, Willy 
Haug, Bobbie Hawkins, Dwight Hawthorne 
& Ingrid Nyberg, Sherrilyn Hedling, Eugene 
Hellar, Brad Herrmann, Susan Hewitt, Dale 
Hewlett, Peter Hiller, Peter Hirst, Russ A. & 
Lisa G. Hoczhouser, Mike & Linda Hoody, 
Frank & Leanne Hoole, Todd Houser, Rebecca 
Howarth, Penny Huang & David Curtis, Patti 
Huiras, H.T. & Ranata Hundley, Pam & Sheila 
Husting, Tim Jenson Family, Chelsea Jepson & 
Avram Hecht, Freddie Jordan, Jemma Jouett & 
Nicholas Salmon, Ken & Mary Joyce, Deborah 
Katz, Sid & Helen Katz, Michael & Rebecca 
Katz-White, Michelle & Dean Kawaguchi, 
Alan Keith, Christopher Kelly, Sue Ketterhaun 
& H. Ketschenruter, Phillip Kezar, Dr. & Mrs. 
Michael Khanchlian, Linda Kilian & Tom 
Boyer, Valerie Killinger, Guy Kirkpatrick, Walt 
Klein & Laurie Piccolotti, Herbert Knoesel, 
Terrence Kong, Bonita Kraft, Mary Helen & 
Donald Krehbiel, Leann Kruse-arcia, Jack 
Kuhn, Carrie Kuliev, Alan & Janis Kunz, Susan 
Ladd, James Lake & Nicole Asselborn, Glenn 
Laughner, John Lawrence, Matthew Lesser, Alan 
& Penny Leupold, Susan Levi, Lynn Levine, 
Frank, Claudia & Grace Lewis, William Lewis, 
Michael Lichtenstein, Kirk Lilly, Trudy Lionel, 
Robert Lisenbee, James Livingston, Doug & 
Eva Loeser & Amy Horne, Peter & Alexandra 
Loew, Ken & Candi Long, Susan Lopez, Andrew 
Macias, Robert Madden, Greg Makin, Keith 
Martens, Warren & Debbie Martin, The Martin 
Family, John Martindale, Gus Martinez, Robin 
Mauger, Ken & Carol Maul, Paula Maurano, 
Kevin Maxey & Laura Conger, Joe McAndrew 
& Lynda Frattaroli, Willinda & Peter Mccrea, 
Thomas & Wendy Mcdade, Joseph & Cheryl 
McMullen, Leslie & Al McWilliams, Dorothy 
Meeks, Diane Mello & Dean Lewis, Karen 
Merrill, K. M. Michael, Pete Mikalatos, Doug 
& Katy Miller , Dwight Miyake, Jack & Joanie 

Mobley, Lloyd & Marilou Moore, David Muhly, 
Robert & Saundra Muir, Colleen Mulholand, 
John & Sharolyn Naftel, Ron Nelson, Sally Ness 
& Erich Reck, Peter Neville, Cynthia Newman 
& Tina Rodriguez, Jason & Lisa Nissly, Mike 
& Linda Nunes, William O’Connell, Evelyn 
Oltman, Carlos & Brenda Ortiz, Lois A. 
Owens, Janet & Harold Oyen, Barbara Padilla, 
Constance Pansini, Susan Panttaja, Dave Patel, 
Emmy J. & Raymon Peck, Neil & Margaret 
Pegher, Marta Peluso & George Cotkin, Darrell 
Petry, Ted Pope , Jan Pylar & Neil Byrne, 
Raleigh Family, Jacqueline Rall, Dennis Rashe, 
Nelia Real & Yolanda De Armas, Sunny Reed, 
Deana Reed, Fred & Barbara Richter, Caroline 
& Brad Roberts, Richard Robinson, Martha 
& BJ Rock, Amy Ronay, Karin Rosman, Linda 
& Jonathan Rothbart, Tachina Rudman & 
Peter Young, Tom & Shirley Rudy, K. Stacy 
Ryan, Roy & Jane Sandstrom, Lian Saptoro, 
Teresa Sato, Constantin Sauvage, Linda Sawyer, 
Steve Schaefer, Ruth & William Scheppers, 
Lisa Scheuerman, David & Rosa Schnyer, 
Barbara Schroeder, David Schweer, Susan 
Seager, John & Mishel Seal, James & Andrea 
Seals, John Sedberry & Vickie Cottle, Sharon 
& Jay Seslowe, Pat Showalter & Steve Longcor, 
Robert & Martha Siekmann, David Silva, Omar 
Silva, Tamara & Michael Silver, Jenny Skoble, 
Norman & Dana Smith, Christie & David 
Souza, Victoria & David Spinner , Michael 
Sproull & Maria Lucia Pecoraro, Andrea & 
Norman Stein, Tina Stidman & Julie Snider, 
Mr. & Mrs. Stier, Willis Stinson, Donald & 
Jonnie Stone, Jenny Stroyer, Marvin & Margit 
Stuart, Michael Swanson, Mike Swelstad, 
Sima Tabrizi & Catherine Sobolewski, Karl 
& Naomi Tambornini, Adrian Tennant, Jack 
& Mary Tennant, Ellen Thiem, Margaret & 
Gerry Thompson, Kevin Thorley & Danielle 
Doucette, Glenn & Ilene Tremblay, Michael 
Tymoff, Kim Ulrich & Dawn Gibson, Sivia 
Scott Van Gundy, J. VanBallegooijen & R. 
Ekstrand, Pavel Vazquez & Mrs. Valarie, Xindy 
Velazquez & Brian Peroc, Khoi Vu, David 
Walker, Michael Walsh, Deborah Wass, Judi & 
Pat Waterman, Chuck Weber, Zack & Hannah 
Wheeler, Margaret & James White, Herbert & 
Lynn Marks Wilkinson, Lisa Williams, Jim & 
Lane Willy, Mark Winham, Julie & Lon Winter, 
Timothy Wolfe, Jeff Wolk, Frank & Lenny 
Wong, The Wong-Smith Family, David Wood 
& Margaret Pennock, Jim & Julie Wood, Norma 
Jean Worcester, Susan & Marc Yalom, Irene 
Yamashita, Kathie & Tom Zembal

individual Members:
Carol Ach, Darwin Adams, Peggy Albano, Bill 
Albert, Deborah Amey, Chemaine Anderson, 
Steffen Andrews, Christopher Appleton, Dave 
Babayco, Patricia Bacchetti, Richard Balsam, 
Ellynne Bannon, Larry Beck, Stephanie Becker, 
Beth Benjamin, Donald Bentley, Derek Bever, 
Gretchen Biehl, John Binder, Judy Biscan, 
Claire Boddy, Timothy Boman, L. Jean Booth, 
Jody Brady, Anne Braham, Steve Braun, 
Graham Brent, Katherine Brooks, John W. 
& Carol A.  Brown, Carolyn Brown, Steve & 
Diane Brum, Deborah Builly, Helen Burke, 
Susan Byrne, Neil Byrne, Uraldo Calderon, 
Donald Campbell, Marguerite Carlson, John 
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Carrington, Judy Cash, Claire Cavatorta, Connie 
Chairez, Bruce Chapman, Ann Church, Karen 
Coats, Kim Cochrane, Peter Coffee, Kathryn 
Connell, Denise Contos, Dorothy Cooper, 
Stewart Corn, Patricia Cornell, Lin Corniea, 
Ronald Crouther, Richard Crowe, Elizabeth 
Daniel, Patricia Davis, Anita-Jo de La Cerda, 
Michelle Defeo, Paula Delahunty, Marcy Deluce, 
Margaret Denn, Aaron Detlefsen, Linda Doran, 
Maureen Dougherty, Cory Eller, Kathy Elliott, 
Debi Ellison, Nancy Ellwood, Maxine Endy, 
Susan Erickson, Cheryl Estep, Edna Estes, 
David Eveland, Joyce Faber, Ben Faber, Aaron 
Farnon, William Ferry, Mary Ellen Flanagan, 
Anna Fong, Anna Francis, Martha Franklin, 
Jess Freund, Ann Marie Fugate, Steven Fukiage, 
David Gaut, Karen Geisler, Richard Genirberg, 
Jerald Gerst, Jeffery Gilmore, Shannon 
Glockner, Natalie Goff, Stefan Goldstein, Roy 
& Pat Gray, David Greenberg, Vincenzina 
Greva, Laura Gribbin, Mark Griffin, Thomas 
Grim, Joann Guattery, Jay Guerber, Anissa 
Gunther, Neil Hahn, Daniel Hahn, Geoffrey 
Hamburg, Glenn Hansen, Marilyn Harding, 
M. Charmaine Harker, Sharon Harris, Hea 
Harris, Patty Hartley, Danielle Hartley, Eileen 
Harvey, Janet Hauser, Jeannette Hayashida, Peg 
Hayward, Earle Heffley, Courtney Hegseth, 
Andy Heiler, Suzanne Hellmutty, Leslie Hofherr, 
Linda Hogan, Barbara Horton, Stuart Hothem, 
Matthew Howard, Ardeth Huntington, Rebecca 
Huntsman, Adriene Iverson, Tim Jacobson, 
Ivan Jasenovic, Kelly Joyce, Joe Jurado, Elizabeth 
Karle, Cheryl  Kast, Art Keller, Patrick Kennedy, 
Scott Kershaw, Randy Ann Kesling, Sue Keys, 
Amit Khetan, Stephan Kieu, Joe Kodz, Barbara 
Koepsell, Richard Korzeniowski, Carol Kossler, 
Gino Kremple, Andrew L. Kulik, Sr., Linda 
Kundell, Cay Lang, Joanna Larsen, Jan Larson, 
Sue Larson, Loretta Lawrence, Jessie Lee, Staley 
Lee, Sidney Lee, Calif. State Library Serials 
Unit, Elizabeth Lindsay, Jared Lucas, John Luna, 
Patricia Lundquist, Jerry Maas, Charles Mackey, 
Valerie Macleod, Tracy Macnab, Riley & Diann 
Marchman, Gene Marchy, Roy & Jeannine 
Marin, Shelley Martin, Jalene Martin, Melissa 
Matchak, Dave Matlock, Carol May,  McClint, 
Megan McCormack, Colleen McCormack, 
Josephine Mccormick, Jeff McMahon, Denise 
McMillan, James Mcphail, Kim Meneguzzi, 
Phyllis Menne, Philip Meves, Robert Meyer, 
Tracy Miller, Joan Mills, Richard Milstein, Nina 
Minter, Paula Mitchell, Patricia Miyewakida, 
Donna Morgan, Ronald Morrissette, Arlene 
Moskowitz, KL Campbell Motsinger, Howard 
Needham, Violinmkr, Valerie Nestrick, Judy 
Nibler, Leigh Nicolaisen, Michele Nies, Carey 
Ogborn, Peter Oleson, Spencer Olson, Johanna 
Olson, Michael O’Neill, Julia Osborn-Gourley, 
Joan Parker, Dolly Patterson, Alexandra 
Payton, Leontina Pereira, Alice Perlmutter, 
Elvy Peterson, Jadelynn Pettyplace, George 
Plesko, Cheryl Purgett, Raymond Raskop, Linda 
Ravita, Lin Reed, Kevin Reynard, Nina Richert, 
Jim Ridgway, Eileen Ringesman, C. D. Ritter, 
Michael Ritter, Matthew Roberts, Tim Rohner, 
Robert & Anne Rosenfeld, Justine Rosenthal, 
Mel Ross, Craig Rust, Kaiya Ryba-Shepard, 
Erwin Sanchez, Eden Sanders, Alyson Sattler, 
Dave Saums, Howard Schafer, Flory Schltheiss, 
Chris Schmidt, Teresa Schneider, Michael 
Schneider, JoAnne Schoener, Holly Scorem-
Miller, Valene Scott, Wendy Seagren, Nick 
Seckington, Debbie Sedler, Liboria Sendeja, 
Deborah Sergeant, Agustin Sesmas, Jonathan 
Shannon, Emilyn Sheffield, Jay Silverman, Mark 
Sincinski, Rosario Sindel, Carol Siu, Arla Sloan, 

Cliff Smith, Diane Southhard, Thomas Steele, 
Michael Stefan, Christopher Stefan, David 
Stevens, Wilhelmina Stoll, Susan Stucky, Lori 
Syme, Mun Takeda, Maureen Terry, Suzanne 
Thomas, Ann Thurston, Edie Tipton, Terri 
Toebeck, Joan Tomlinson, Mark Tretter, Victor 
Tubbesing, Andrea Turner, A. Van Slyke, Karen 
Venditti, Bob Vestal, Edelmira Villanueva, 
Shirley Voll, Steven Von der Porten, David C. 
von Scheda, Michelle Wagner, Stephen Walker, 
Jonathan Walsh, Michael Watkins, Bart Weil, 
Robert Wells, Jim Wesley, Cynthia Whitehead, 
Mike Wichmann, Martha Widdowson, Fran 
Wiley, Sherel Wingard, Ann Winham, Diana 
Wirt, Doe Wiseman, Constance Wood, Hiroshi 
Yarai, Mark Yarbrough, Valdi Yeomans, Yosemite 
Historical & Collectors Club, Michael Young, 
Gary Zembow, Dan Zimmermann 

international Members:
Aki Aisaka, C.J. Bleeker, Yvain Francois, Bernard 
Hoode & Carole Charette, Janet Hunter, Mrs. 
Helen Morgan, Joergen Berggren Nielsen, Karl 
Staddon, Pietrogiovanna Tommaso, Shane 
White 

MeMbers Who hAVe reneWeD 
At A higher leVel
We thank the following members, who by recently 
upgrading their membership level, have enhanced 
our ability to provide key educational and other 
programs in Yosemite.

benefactor Members:
Paul & Joan Armstrong, Jeani & John Ferrari, 
Paul & June Knoblich, Adriana Smits 

patron Members:
Jeff Banister, Richard & Paula Engle, Ken Hitt, 
Chris & Nisha Horton, Cindy Silvani-Lacey & 
D. Lacey

sustaining Members:
Claude & Patricia Anger, Joseph Cain, Bette & 
Art Collins, Richard & Rosita Conness, Greg 
Ferguson, Elizabeth L. Harker, Susan & Brian 
Holcomb, Eleanor Jardine, Ken Karas, Rick 
Kolstad, Ed Lane, Janice & Bill Lellis, Norman 
W. Madge, Dwain McDonald, Sandra C. Moore, 
Jane & James Murray, Jennifer & Darryl Ott, Jeff 
Reese, Alana Rothman, Douglas Ryder, James 
Sellers, Patsy Stecher, Valerie Vanaman, John 
Wagner 

contributing Members:
Kenneth Abreu, Bedros Afeyan, Robert Asquith, 
Nancy L. Baker, Patte Bishop, John & Mary 
Bjorkholm, Terrence & Marge Blaine, Tim & 
Sandra Callan, Mark Carter, Clare Cattarin 
& Craig Dinsdale, Paul Chodroff, Sherry 
Chumack, Barbara Cordero Hill, Barbara 
Coulter, Daphne Cunningham, Marie Davies, 
Herb & Doralee Dohnel, Phil Dowling & Erilda 
Satti, Paul DuDek, Jeffrey Eng, Diana & Peter 
Ferris, Thomas & Joan Flanagan, Ted Friesen, 
Ann Gotchy, Kevin & Susan Hatheway, Steven 
D. Hejl, David Honicky, Mr. & Mrs. Chester 
Horton, Nancy Howard, Suzanne Howell-
Gleason, Rito Hunt, Elizabeth Jack, Mike & Eva 
Joell, Ed & Joan Johnson, Andrew & Christine 
Johnston, Susan Kanfer, Dina Karem, Alice 
Keenan, James P. Kenney, Aaron, Leslie, Rachel 
& Shira Kern, Pamela Kohler, Bob Kolbrener, 
Nita Larronde, Eithne MacLaughlin, Alvin 
Markovitz, Dennis & Margaret Marquardt, 
Bruce McBride, Meg McDonald, Linda 
McLaughlin, Gregory Merritt, Susan Metts, 
Rob Miller, Sharon Odermann, John Perrotta, 

Ronald Philipp, Ken Rands, M. L. Rudee, Nancy 
Saint John, Nancy Salcedo, Kathleen & Roger 
W. Schneider, Lynn Schwager Miles, Drexel 
& Jacqueline Smith, David & Sharyn Smith, 
Greg Stepanicich, Mark Stott, Howard & Gene 
Switzky, Kevin Warren, Dennis B. Wassmann, 
Mark G. Wilson Family, Sam Wise, Mitchell 
Young, Frederick & Sandra Zoerner, Joseph 
Zucca 

supporting Members:
Donna Allen, Max Allen, Jeri Aylward, Richard 
& Linda Beidleman, Carol Berluti, Stuart 
Blakeney, Edward & Patricia Brands, H. Brostoff, 
Nancy & Mike Buchmeier, Michael Burik, 
Charles & Dorothy Carmack, Linda Cohen, Ann 
Marie Cordingly, Elizabeth Crooke, Charlene 
DeRouen, Christina DiGiacomo, Sandra 
Dounce, John Ellis, Irene Estelle, Barbara Euler, 
Bonnie Fernandez, Paul Fernandez & Helen 
Harris, Cameron Flanders, Bob Fletcher, Pamela 
Frank & Claudia Gear, Jason Gottlieb, Steve & 
Cynthia Grebel, Dorothy & Helen Harrington, 
Bob & Wendy Hodash, Pati Hutchinson & 
Family, Roger Ikert & Katie McRae, Margaret 
Jose, Sandra Kadonada, Joanne Kardis, Roy & 
Dorothy Kautz, David & Linda Kennedy, Robert 
& Ann Kenyon, Mike Koscielniak, Ann Krake 
& Rich Roell, Beverly LaCrone, Keith Lund, 
Ted Mar, John Marr, Benn Martin, Kathleen 
Matias, Don McCarthy, Dale R. & Annamarie 
McDannel, Paul & Margaret McGough, David 
& Hildegard Melander, Doris Metzger, Donna 
Minnick, Leroy S. Mosinski, Nanci Navarro, 
Roger Nelson, Gary & Lois Norris, William 
Palmer, Gloria Paxton, Martha Pott, Joyce 
Rasmussen, Tom & Carol Roberts, Therese 
& F. Rodrigues, Craig Rosser, John Rowe, Jeff 
Sceranka, M, J, D, J Scott, Greta Sequin, Jane 
Simpson, Elizabeth A. Smith, Stewart Snider & 
Eileen Hartman, Julia Soupley, Robert Stephens, 
Alison Sterley, Henry & Marsha Taylor, John 
& Kerri Timmer, Sue Uccelli, Mark & Lori 
Vermaire Family, John & Bambie Wade, Jack & 
Beverly Waltman, Richard Walton, Jim & Lynne 
Weber, Chris & Donna Wendel, Pam Williams, 
The Williams Family, James & Gloria Young, 
Stefanie Yurus

AnnuAl cAMpAign 
DonAtions
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the donors 
who have recently responded to our goal to raise 
$105,000 this year to help us expand our volun-
teer programs, as well as to deliver the many other 
educational programs and services we provide 
that promote stewardship of Yosemite National 
Park. Our success depends on you!

$1,000 or more
Stuart & Susie Jeffries, Stacey Mortensen, 
Reuben & Teresa Peterson, Tom & Irene 
Shephard, Bill Wissel, Paulette & Herbert 
Zebrack

$250 to $999
Susanah Aguilera, Keith & Jill Alley, Susan 
Anstrand, Gale & Vicki Banks, Nathaniel & 
Gloryanne Bryant, Mrs. John Cahill, Eric 
Carson, John Gilmore, Virginia Hammerness, 
James B. Harnagel, Frank Kearns, Eugene 
Kodani, Charles Mack, Laurie & Jim May, Billie 
Oliveau, Kathleen M.B. Peterson, Cindy Silvani-
Lacey & D. Lacey, Peter & Virginia Van Kuran 

$100 to $249
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Adams, Claude & Patricia 
Anger, Stan Barnes, Troy Bellomy, William 
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Blonkowski, Scott Carpenter & Bar Turner, 
Michael Casley, Tony DeMaio, Linda & Jerry 
Elkind, Barbara Euler, Alan & Yoko Fujimoto, 
George Griset, Tom & Shalah Hade, Elizabeth 
L. Harker, Richard M. Harris, Richard 
Hennessy, Doug & Fran Hubbard, Cecelia 
Hurwich, Carol L. Leedom, Mr. & Mrs. Dave 
Luders, Ane Murphy, Jean Olson, Lawrence 
Parmeter, Jeanette Perlman, Gizella & Gary 
Raymond, Jan Robinson, Brenda & Warren 
Seek, Jacqueline & Richard Smith, Susan 
Steach, Michael & Patricia Stubbs, Susan Taylor 
& Robert Fabry, Claudia Tierney, Cristino 
Vicerra, Timothy & Pat Vickers, Nancy P. 
Weston

up to $99
Brad & Sandi Alderson, Marilyn & Bob 
Aston, Peter & Sherry Barba, Sandra Barton, 
Mony Bauer, Matthew & Barbara Beaulieu, 
Margaret Blackford, Jan Breidenbach, Mr. & 
Mrs. Arthur Carey, Debbie Caudill, Daphne 
Chang, Margaret Chobanian, Jean Cinader, 
Teresa Cole, Libby Conrado, Helen Deese, 
Ann Dolmage, Mary L. Dubbs, David Eichorn, 
Valerie & Leland Endres, Cyndy Flores & 
Pat van Mullem, Cherry Franklin, John C. & 
Doreen G. Giles, Murray & Esther Goldstein, 
Robert & Betty Gorman, Loren Grandey, Paul 
Grunland, Charles Gulick, J. M. Hamilton, 
Thomas Harding, Douglas Hart, Frank & 
Barbara Hays, Nancy Hedlund, Craig Helberg, 
Bob & Ann Hestand, John Holloway, George 
Homsey, Beth Huning, Emily Jacobs, Anne 
Jacobson, Susan Kanfer, Nancy Kenyon, Pat 
Kessler, Mary Jo Knipe Family, Jack Kroll, Leota 
Kuzma, John Larsen, Roy Laubscher, M. H. 
Lobell, Andrea Lyman, Jimmy Marmack, Mr. 
& Mrs. Harry Metzger, John K. Moore, Gene 
Muehleisen, Muriel Nesbitt, Kathy North, 
Walter Oppenheimer, T. Perkins, Janice & 
Norman Phillips, Joseph Pinto, George Reams, 
Virgil & Luella Richberger, Helen Robinson, Al 
Ruiz, Lorene Sakamoto, Mary Schrotenboer, 
Katherine Shea, Priscilla Shenk, Ira Siegel, Scott 
Simmons, Edith Simonson, Marie B. Smith, 
Mary Kaye Smits, Richard Spangler, Chris Stein 
& Meryl Rose, Donald & Carol Tallman, M. 
Thometz & Theodora Davis, Irma VanRiesen, 
Cesar Vieira, Nickie Voget, Dirk & Bonnie 
Walters, Cornelia B. Wattley, Robert Weber, The 
Wirth Family, Joanne Wolf

recent generAl DonAtions
We thank the following generous donors for their 
gifts, which will allow us to continue to offer 
our vital educational programs and services in 
Yosemite.

$1,000 or more
Gerald & Janet Barton, Richard Fogel, Greater 
Bridgeport Area Foundation (through the 
activity of the Stephen Lyman/Greenwich 
Workshop Wilderness Fund), MaryJane & Vern 
Johnson

$250 to $999
Fred Fisher & Joe Lattuada, Walter Ford & 
Janet Harvey

$100 to $249
Helen Brohm, Sandy & Daniel Feldman, 
Thomas Grose, David Janecky, Barbara Roberts 
& Russell Sherrie, Ronald Witt

up to $99
Mame Fancett, Eliot Folickman, Nancy 
Giannetto & Janet King, Jack Goddard, 
Kathleen Kennedy, Matthew Matson, Helyne 

& Amnon Meshar-Igra, United Way of the Bay 
Area

For a Book/Catalog of Julia Parker’s Basketry: 
John Clark & Bonnie Nishkian-Clark, Mrs. 
William R. Kimball, Jane R. Lurie, Richard 
Niello, Levon Nishkian/Nishkian Menninger 
Consulting and Structural Engineers, Marianne 
Peterson, Violet Taaffe, Ann Witter

For the Cooperative Work Weeks Program: DNC 
Parks & Resorts at Yosemite

For Development of Timothy Palmer’s Next 
Sierra Nevada Book: Yvon Chouinard, 
Patagonia

For the Mountain Safety Fund: Deana Barone, 
Timothy Batchelder, Russ Bishop, Friends of 
YOSAR, Inc., Michelle Lean, David & Karen 
Peterson, Michael & Glenda Torricelli

For the Oakhurst High School Intern Program: 
Shora Haydari, Oakhurst Sierra Rotary Club

For Parsons Memorial Lodge Summer Series: 
Anonymous

For Wawona Barn Dances: Wawona Area 
Property Owners Association

For Yosemite National Park Archives: G. D. & 
Shirley Darling

In-Kind Donations: John Allen, Katherine 
McKenney Shea, George Stillman

tribute gifts 
We extend our gratitude to our donors who have 
recently made gifts to the association to mark a 
loved one’s passing or honor a special friend or 
occasion. These contributions are a thoughtful 
way to ensure that others will enjoy the beauty 
and solace of Yosemite for years to come.

In honor of Eileen Hopkins’ 90th Birthday: Tom 
& Susan Hopkins

In honor of Jim Snyder’s Retirement: Chuck & 
Marian Woessner

In honor of past board member and author 
William H. Alsup: Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Craft

In honor of Robin Winston’s Bat Mitzvah: Noel 
Al-Khatib, Adrienne Bass, Dorice Kennerly, 
David & Marsha Maurer, Norma Mota-Altman, 
Mitch Paradise, Jerry Robin

For the Mountain Safety Fund in memory of 
Rick Zuccato: Ruth & Richard Zuccato

In memory of Bob Bloomberg: Patty & Louis 
Snitzer

In memory of Anna Burch: Barbara Walsh

In memory of John Finnell: Mr. & Mrs. Carlo 
Carraro, Nancy Finnell, Michael & Noreen 
Hayes, LMS North America, Thomas & Helen 
Oppat, Lionel & Dolores Robbins, Edmund & 
Eileen Shaheen, Larry Zelman

In memory of Loren Johnson: Josephine 
Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Charles O’Donnell & fam-
ily, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald O’Donnell & family, Mr. 
& Mrs. J. O’Donnell, Mr. & Mrs. R. O’Donnell 
& family

In memory of Jon Kinney: Preston Reese

In memory of Lola Leota Ludlow: Larry 
Compagnoni

In memory of John Moller: BishopWisecarver, 
Ann Shanck

In memory of Ellie Nishkian: Kenneth & Lynn 

Baron, Thomas Bowman, Helen Kennedy 
Cahill, Rosser & Gloria Edwards, William 
Evers, Mr. & Mrs. Alex Scordelis, Mrs. A. Witter, 
Chuck & Marian Woessner

In memory of Virginia Claire Dalton Parker: the 
Employees of the City of Petaluma

In memory of Bradford P. Smith: Beatrice 
Dybwad, Cora Gray, Tami & John Pagen, 
Thelma P. Smith, Charlotte Sullivan

leaving a Yosemite legacy
Since 1923, thousands of individuals 

and families have helped the Yosemite 

Association undertake its important 

educational, scientific, and research 

programs, with gifts of time, services, 

and money. Each year we receive criti-

cal support for Yosemite in the form of 

charitable bequests from wills and estate 

plans. Such bequests play a vital role in 

our future funding.

We encourage you to consider includ-

ing a gift to the Yosemite Association 

in your will or estate plan. It’s a way to 

ensure that others will enjoy Yosemite far 

beyond your lifetime.

For information about leaving a 

Yosemite legacy, call (209) 379-2317, 

or write to P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 

95318

Double Your Contribution!
Many companies will match the dona-

tions their employees make to nonprofit 

organizations. Does your employer offer 

a matching gift program? If so, be sure 

to enclose your employer’s matching gift 

form whenever you pay your member-

ship dues or make a donation to YA. We 

will take care of the rest of the paper-

work, and your employer will join you in 

helping YA continue our important work 

in Yosemite. It’s that simple!
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A Yosemite Association membership is a thoughtful gift and a year-long 
reminder of the park and its beauty. Introduce your family and friends to the 
wonders of Yosemite, and help support our important work at the same time!

Along with their memberships, we will send your gift recipients a card 
announcing your thoughtfulness, and your choice of either a 2006 Yosemite wall calendar, or a handsome and practical canvas 
tote bag that features a full-color Phil Frank cartoon offering “Greetings from Yosemite National Park.” Memberships at the 
Supporting ($60) level and higher also come with additional thank-you gifts. All members enjoy such benefits as our quarterly 
members’ journal, discounts on merchandise and lodging, and much more.

Every membership contributes to the care, well-being, and protection of America’s foremost national park—Yosemite!

My Name (please print):

Address:

City: State/Zip:

Daytime phone number:

Total Enclosed: (Make checks payable to Yosemite Association)  $ 

Or charge my credit card: 

Expires:

Mail to: Yosemite Association, PO Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318  

from: 

 $35 Individual  $125 Contributing  $1,000 Benefactor   
 $40 Joint/Family  $250 Sustaining    
 $60 Supporting  $500 Patron  $50 International

give the gift of YA Membership  
for the holidays 

Please send a gift Membership to the Yosemite Association to . . .
Name (please print):  Mr.___ Ms.___ Mrs.___ Other___

Address:

City: State/Zip:

Daytime phone number:

Membership amount: $

Sign gift card from:

Choose their special gift: 2006 Calendar, or Canvas Tote Bag  

List any additional gifts on a separate sheet of paper. 

for last minute gift giving, call (209) 379-2317.


