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ew year’s greetings, Yosemite friends! Thanks to you, 2005 proved to be successful for the Yosemite 
Association on many levels, and the coming year looks to be a promising one. We’ve finally got snow 
in the park, there are a number of new YA initiatives in the works, our relationships with our esteemed 
park partners have never been better, and the vacancies in some key staff positions have been filled. 
We’re very optimistic about 2006.

On page 19 we’ve included an article about some of the talented new employees who have joined our orga-
nization. They range from a lacrosse-playing membership coordinator to a Japanese-speaking administrative 
coordinator to a just-married-in-Mexico sales operations manager. We say a reluctant goodbye to former 
Valley Visitor Center store manager Jeanne Andrew, who after nearly thirteen years of employment with 
YA has moved to Vancouver, Washington with her retired spouse, and to former membership coordinator 
Chrissy Knight, who’s off to pursue new opportunities. We send profuse thanks to them both, and wish them 
all the best. 

If, like me, you’d rather look at pictures than read, we’ve got a couple of new opportunities for you. Check 
out our new web cam view of Half Dome from the Ahwahnee Meadow by visiting www.yosemite.org/vryos/
AhwahneeMeadowCam.htm. It’s a great shot, and we thank Dave Stone for hosting the camera and StarDot 
Technologies for providing it. We’ve also posted photographs of the YA staff at www.yosemite.org/aboutya/
leadership.html, so if you’ve ever wondered if those crazies at YA are actually human, now you can find out!

What’s coming up in this new year we’re so excited about? With this issue of the journal is the new 
Yosemite Outdoor Adventures catalog filled with an array of fantastic field courses with something to appeal 
to just about everyone. We encourage you to enroll in a class today. We’ve got new publications in the works, 
including a collection of about 300 of Phil Frank’s “Farley” cartoon strips entitled Eat, Drink & Be Hairy, and 
a joint publication with The Yosemite Fund celebrating the completion of the falls project called Yosemite 
Falls—An American Icon.

This spring we’ll be hosting our annual Spring Forum (March 25), and the list of speakers and presenters 
is better than ever. Among them will be Bob Madgic, author of Shattered Air!, the story of the visitors struck 
by lightning on Half Dome in 1985. An excerpt from the book appears in this journal. And this summer we 
hope to host as many as twelve ethnically-diverse young people from UC Merced as part of our Yosemite 
Cooperative Student Intern Program. We very much appreciate the financial support that so many of you 
have provided for this key initiative.

Speaking of money, your response to our year-end appeal was remarkable. Not only did we exceed our 
targeted goal for the year, but we also continue to receive donations well into 2006. If you haven’t sent a gift, 
why not use the envelope in this journal to help us with the interns and our other important educational pro-

grams in Yosemite? 
In the meantime, watch for changes at the Yosemite Art Center, improvements to our 

stores throughout the park, and enhancements of our web site. It’s a privilege to have 
your support as we grow and evolve, and we extend to you our appreciation for that. 
Best wishes to all for a happy, peaceful, and rewarding new year.

Steven P. Medley, President

N
A Message from the President
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The first permanent structure erected by white men 
in Yosemite, the so-called “Lower Hotel,” played 
an important role during the first thirty years of 

tourist visitation to the Valley.1 Between 1857 and 1887, 
the rustic, often-remodeled hostelry provided a welcome 
stopping place for those venturesome travelers who 
endured the fatiguing and expensive journey required to 
reach the new scenic wonder during that early period.

In May, 1856, five years after Yosemite Valley was effec-
tively discovered and first entered by non-Indians, “four 
gentlemen—Judge B. S. Walworth, of New York; John C. 
Anderson, of Illinois; W. C. Walling, of Pennsylvania; and 
I. A. Epperson, of Indiana; all single—took up a claim in 
Yosemite Valley and began living there.”2 The men were 
most likely miners from the surrounding area who saw 
an opportunity to capitalize on Yosemite’s potential as a 
tourist attraction. They soon began construction of an 
18-by-20-foot building made from riven pine boards.

A visitor in July, 1856, described the activity: “We rode 
slowly along the base of El Capitan, and fording the river 
beyond, reached the camp of Judge Walworth, directly 
opposite the ‘High Fall,’ where we remained during our 
sojourn in the Yohemity. The Judge and his companions, 

Messrs. Anderson, Walling, and Epperson, have located 
lands and partially completed a frame house, which is to 
be enlarged and opened for the accommodation of visi-
tors early next season. Looking from the edge of the grove 
in the rear of the house, we obtain a full view of the High 
Falls, which are the great feature of the valley as far as 
waterfalls are concerned.”3

J. C. Simmons, a Methodist preacher, provided another 
report of the hotel undertaking in an October 15, 1856, 
account in the Mariposa Gazette: “Entering the valley on 
the morning of September 24,” Simmons said, “I found 
four men engaged in sawing lumber with a whip-saw for 
a house they intended erecting next spring for the accom-
modation of visitors—a very good and wise arrange-
ment. All who go there now have to sleep in the open 
air—ladies and all. We enjoyed the hospitality of Judge 
Wallworth [sic] and companions today at dinner. They 
treated us to a fine mess of turnips grown in the valley.”

On August 23, 1856, Ben S. Walworth, who seems to 
have been the leader of the foursome of Yosemite settlers, 
filed a 160-acre claim with Mariposa County on a loca-
tion “nearly opposite the falls.”4 The tract surrounded 
the impending hotel structure, which was situated about 

Y o s e M i t e ’ s  P i o N e e r  
L o w e r  H o t e L
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The original Lower Hotel building had been enlarged and improved when this photograph was taken about 1863.
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700 yards east of Sentinel Creek on the south side of the 
Merced River below Sentinel Rock.

By the summer of 1857, Walworth’s box-like build-
ing was sufficiently completed to be opened for business, 
although who operated the primitive facility is uncertain. 
Galen Clark, who later served twenty-four years as the 
Yosemite Guardian in two separate terms, said that the 
place functioned mainly as a saloon “for that class of 
visitors who loved whiskey and the sport of gambling.” 
Sometime before the following season (1858), Stephen 
Cunningham, a Mariposa County miner of “good intel-
ligence,” apparently bought into the Walworth claim, 

perhaps in partnership with John Anderson, the only one 
of the original foursome who seems to have remained 
involved. John Neal and his wife Jean Francis were hired 
to manage the operation. John had recently lost his 
Mariposa jewelry store to fire; Jean Francis was the sec-
ond Euro-American woman to enter Yosemite Valley.

One early visitor described his stop with the Neals as 
follows: “I secured a bed, such as it was, for my wife, in a 
rough board shanty occupied by a family that had arrived 
a few days before to keep a sort of tavern, the woman 
being the only one within fifty or sixty miles of the place. 
For myself, a bed of shavings and a blanket under the 
branches of some trees formed my resting place.”

Another 1858 Yosemite tourist told the Tuolumne 
Courier of Columbia that he arrived at “Neal’s Hotel” at 
two o’clock in the afternoon of July 17 and was given a 
“bower tent” to sleep in, prepared by the hospitality of the 
“accommodating host, John Neal.”

By the spring of 1859, Cunningham and Anderson had 
made some improvements to their facilities (the Neals 
lasted only one season as managers). On June 25, 1859, 
the Tuolumne Courier reported:

“Yo-Semite House—This splendid establishment 
under the management of Messrs. Cunningham and 
Anderson is now a full tide of success. The visitors at the 
falls are larger in number than in any previous season, 
attracted by the scenery in the neighborhood. All of the 
fashion and all of the nobilities of the state, and of other 
states, are seen there from time to time. Col. Fremont 
and Jessie will be there next week. Every accommodation 
possible is given to visitors, and all the appointments of a 
first-rate hotel are found in Yo-Semite House.”

The Courier’s laudatory review of the “Yo-Semite 
House” facilities may have been a bit overstated, as wit-
ness this account from a visitor a year later: “Our bed-
room consisted of a quarter of a shed screened off by 
split planks, which rose about eight or ten feet from the 
ground, and enabled us to hear everything that went on 
in the other ‘rooms,’ which were simply stalls in the same 
shed. Ours had no window, but we could see the stars 
through the roof. The door, opening out into the forest, 
was fastened with cow-hinges of skin with the hair on, 
and a little leather strap which hooked to a nail.”

Cunningham seems to have operated the barn-like 
Lower Hotel alone in 1860.5 Sometime in the summer 
of 1861, he sold his interest to Alexander Gordon Black, 
a Coulterville-area entrepreneur who owned a store and 
stopping place known as Black’s Ranch near the head of 
the Coulterville Trail to Yosemite at Bull Creek. During 
the ensuing five years, Black leased the hotel intermit-
tently to Peter Longhurst, a weather-beaten ex-miner 
turned Yosemite pioneer, and perhaps others. The 
premises were reported “unoccupied” by a Valley visitor 
in July, 1861, and J. D. Whitney said the building stood 

�

Top: This view of the two-building Lower Hotel was taken in the 
late 1860s during the period that Fred and Isabella Leidig operated 
the hotel on a lease from Alexander Black.

Bottom: Everything in the parlor of Black’s Hotel had to be carried 
in on the backs of mules over rugged terrain.



�Y o s e m i t e  A s s o c i A t i o n ,  w i n t e r  2 0 0 6

vacant for “several seasons.”6 Longhurst was definitely the 
manager in 1864, however, when Clarence King arrived 
with the California Geological Survey. King’s account in 
Mountaineering in the Sierra Nevada eloquently describes 
Longhurst’s performance as a flapjack fryer at breakfast.

In the spring of 1866, German-born George Frederick 
Leidig, a twenty-eight-year-old former hoist operator 
at the Princeton Mine near Mount Bullion, arrived in 
Yosemite Valley with his nineteen-year-old wife, Isabella 
Dobbie, a “pretty dark-eyed Scotch maid,” who was an 
excellent cook and housekeeper, and their infant son, 
George Frederick, Jr. For the next four summers—1866 
through 1870—the Leidigs ran the Lower Hotel as man-
agers for Alexander Black. The Leidigs spent the first two 
winters in Coulterville, becoming full-time Yosemite 
residents in April, 1868. During this period, Leidig built 
a rough log house, 14-by-22-feet, facing west, in a sunny 
area north of the Merced River at the edge of what is now 
called Leidig Meadow. Here the family passed the winter 
months until the tourist business resumed, usually some-
time in March. The cabin burned to the ground about 
1883.

Photographs taken in the late 1860s show that the 
Lower Hotel eventually consisted of two main buildings, 
each of which was patched and added to over the years. 
Galen Clark gave this account of the premises in 1869: 
“It was a good house—this of Leidig’s—or rather there 
were two of them. They hadn’t mansard roofs, to be sure, 
and were only one-story high, but they were comfort-
able. One contained kitchen, dining room, and barroom; 
the other had a parlor and several sleeping rooms. Some 
of the rooms were floored and had nails to hang clothes 
on. There were candles and a barrel of water with tin 
basins, and a long towe1 on a roller at the corner of the 
house, and fragments of a looking glass. A Digger Indian 
brought water from the river for the use of guests.

“The table was first-rate, with the juiciest and tender-
est of mutton from Leidig’s own flock, fine fresh trout 
from the Merced, excellent vegetables, plenty of fruit and 
berries, and the richest of cream, with good cooking and 
neat service.”

In the summer of 1869, Leidig tried to lease the 
Lower Hotel directly from the Yosemite Board of 
Commissioners, but was turned down. At this point, 
Leidig said, “Black kicked me out.” The commission-
ers then granted Leidig a lease on a hotel site of his own 
about 400 yards southwest of Black’s near the start of the 
present Four Mile Trail to Glacier Point. “I built my own 
place in 1869-70,” Leidig said, “and occupied it for the 
next eighteen years.”

Early in the spring of 1870, Alexander Black and his 
wife Catherine moved from Bull Creek to Yosemite Valley 
and took over their hotel in person. The expectation of 
a surge in Yosemite travel following the completion of 

the transcontinental railroad the previous year may have 
played a part in their decision.

Black immediately began the erection of an L-shaped 
addition to the end of the newer of these two existing 
buildings (the other was razed). The longer part of the L, 
which adjoined the old structure, was single-story; each 
room opened onto a wood-planked porch. The shorter 
section, about thirty feet in length, had two stories and 
contained the kitchen, dining area, and parlor. Sometime 
later, Black doubled the length of this two-story wing, 
which increased his capacity to about seventy guests. One 
unfeeling critic likened the architectural style of the hotel 
to that of a bowling alley.

Further construction details are uncertain. It seems 
likely that Black hired carpenters and possibly bought 
rough lumber from James Hutchings, whose Valley 
sawmill was in operation at the time. The rustic, shake-
roofed, clapboard-sided hotel opened during the summer 
of 1870.

Bancroft’s Tourist Guide for 1871 called Black’s “a new 
house having excellent bath and other accommodations, 
with well-finished and furnished rooms.” A visitor a year 
later reported that “two women and one man receive 
guests in their long wooden inn and dispose them sepa-
rately in rooms, although attempt is made to utilize the 
second bed in each room. You eat in the long room on 
a table, the kitchen adjoining.” The Mariposa Gazette in 
1874 described the virtues of the “New Sentinel Hotel of 
Mr. and Mrs. Black. Bathrooms are attached to the hotel 
itself, and there is a bar.”

After the state of California bought out all Valley 
claims in the fall of 1874, the Blacks obtained a lease to 
their premises and continued to serve Yosemite visitors 
at their “New Sentinel Hotel” until the close of the 1880 
season. At that time, after twenty years as Yosemite Valley 
entrepreneurs, the Blacks sold their hotel lease to Walter 
B. Cooke and George M. Wright of San Francisco and 
moved back to Bull Creek.

On May 19, 1881, the Mariposa Gazette reported that 
“Messrs. Wright and Cooke have purchased Black’s Hotel 
in Yosemite Valley, changed the name to the Yosemite 
Valley Hotel, and are now open for business.” George 
Wright was a son-in-law of John Jay Cook, Henry 
Washburn’s brother-in-law and close business associate. 
Washburn, the principal owner of the Yosemite Stage & 
Turnpike Company and the Wawona Hotel, was the most 
influential man in the county during this period. Perhaps 
Wright’s family relationship helped him obtain the lease 
to Black’s property.

Wright and Cooke endured only a single season as 
proprietors of the Yosemite Valley Hotel, and little is 
known of their affairs. In December, 1881, the Mariposa 
Gazette carried the following brief notice: “J. J. Cook, for-
merly of Mariposa, is reported to have taken charge of the 

�
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Wright and Cooke Hotel in Yosemite Valley and will give 
it his attention in the coming season.”

John Jay Cook was an affluent businessman from New 
York who came to Mariposa in 1862, opened a drug and 
variety store, and acquired the Wells Fargo agency. He 
later owned similar stores in Merced and San Francisco, 
as well as oil wells near Santa Barbara. In 1865, Henry 
Washburn married Jean Lindsay Bruce, a sister of Cook’s 
wife Fannie. Soon after, Cook became actively involved in 
his brother-in-law’s many ventures and remained so for 
the rest of his life.

Cook, a quiet, efficient man with a dry wit, oper-
ated his Yosemite Valley Hotel (more commonly called 
“Cook’s”) through the season of 1887. In January, 1888, 
he was granted a ten-year lease to the Stoneman House, 
the state’s capacious new hotel that had been newly 
erected at the east end of the Valley at a cost of $45,000. 
The vastly increased guest capacity provided by the grand 
new facility enabled the commissioners to raze Cook’s 
ramshackle old building—one member of the board 
described it as “about to fall down”—and return the site 
to its natural condition. By the fall of 1888, hardly a trace 
remained of Yosemite Valley’s pioneer Lower Hotel.

notes AnD references

1. The year after the Lower Hotel was erected, others under-
took a second establishment about seven-tenths of a mile east, 
so the first, understandably, became the Lower Hotel, and the 
second, the Upper Hotel. Later, the Upper Hotel was known as 
the Hutchings House, Coulter and Murphy’s Hotel, Barnard’s 

Yosemite Falls Hotel, and the Sentinel Hotel. The last building 
in the hotel group, Cedar Cottage, was razed in 1941.

2. The quotation about the quartet of settlers appeared in The 
Country Gentleman (Albany, NY), October 9, 1856.

3. Thomas Ayres, quoted in the Daily Alta California, August 6, 
1856.

4. The claim was filed under the Pre-emption Law of 1841, 
which technically applied only to surveyed areas of the public 
domain. Nine pre-emption claims of a quarter-section each on 
acreage within Yosemite Valley were filed with Mariposa County 
between August 23, 1856, and May 28, 1862, even though the 
Valley had not been surveyed and thus opened to claims. The 
filers hoped that their entries on the county records would give 
them some guarantee of title when the land was eventually sur-
veyed.

5. In the March, 1860, edition of his California Magazine, James 
Hutchings named Cunningham as the proprietor of the Lower 
Hotel. 

6. Josiah D. Whitney, California State Geologist, the Yosemite 
Guide-Book (1869). 

Hank Johnston is the author of sixteen books and 
more than a hundred articles on California history. 
All photos are courtesy of the Yosemite Research 
Library.

Wright & Cooke’s Hotel in 1881, the only season that Wright and Cooke endured as owners.
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Most visitors to Yosemite National Park rush 
through its lowest reaches to view the water-
falls and scenic vistas of Yosemite Valley. 

However, slower paced travelers who perhaps stopped to 
take in the wildflowers on the slopes above the Merced 
River may notice something out of place. If they look 
hard enough, high above the small gateway community of 
El Portal they may notice Yosemite Association volunteers 
and National Park Service restoration crews scrambling 
across the steep hillsides. For the past eight years, a hardy 
and dedicated group of YA volunteers who call themselves 
the “Weed Warriors” donate a week of their time to help 
the National Park Service eradicate yellow star-thistle 
from Yosemite. The National Park Service and Yosemite 
Association together are determined to prevent yellow 
star-thistle from inflicting further damage to Yosemite’s 
resources.

The grasslands and blue oak savannah of Yosemite’s El 
Portal Administrative Site contain a diverse assemblage 
of plant and animal species unlike any other place in the 
park. This becomes most apparent during the spring 
months when the hillsides shimmer with the colors of 
native wildflowers. However, these grasslands are now 
seriously threatened by the rapid spread of yellow star-
thistle. Fifty acres around El Portal are now covered with 
yellow star-thistle and thousands of additional acres are 
threatened by its continued spread. 

You can often learn quite a bit about the nature of 
a plant by its name. Centaurea solstitialis, the scientific 
name of yellow star-thistle, is particularly informative. 
Centaurea is derived from the Greek word “centaur” that 
means spearman or piercer. Those who have encountered 
this plant will agree that this name fits rather well. The 
nearly one-inch long stiff spines that cover each of the 
flower heads will easily poke through the thickest pair 
of blue jeans. For the casual hiker, yellow star-thistle will 
ruin an otherwise pleasant walk by replacing a favorite 
wildflower spot with an impenetrable thicket of pain-
inducing weeds. Throughout California, horse owners 
must worry about their animals eating the plant because 
it causes the often fatal “chewing disease.” Cattle ranch-
ers and farmers despise the plant because it significantly 
reduces the productivity of their land by displacing the 
more nutrient-rich plants with yellow star-thistle.

Early in the spring, while other plants are rapidly 
expending their stored resources by producing showy 
flowers and growing skyward, yellow star-thistle’s strategy 

is to grow in the opposite direction. Belowground, the 
invader is rapidly sending a taproot deep into the soil to 
access water sources far below, where the shallow root 
systems of other grasses and forbs cannot reach (Sheley et 
al.1983, 1993, Roché et al.1994). On the surface, the tiny 
yellow star-thistle rosette appears innocuous. However, 
once the wildflowers begin to fade and the emerald 
grasses turn to gold, yellow star-thistle quickly emerges 
through the fading spring. Yellow star-thistle then over-
shadows the withering skeletons of the other flowers and 
grasses. A single yellow star-thistle plant can produce up 
to 100,000 seeds (Benefield et al. 2001, Maddox 1981). 
Each of these seeds can easily hitch a ride over long dis-
tances by clinging to animal fur, muddy shoes and tires, 
or clothing. Additionally, millions of seeds can easily be 
transported great distances into uninfested areas by a 
single truck carrying contaminated materials such as dirt, 
gravel, or hay. 

Yellow star-thistle did not always grow in Yosemite. Its 
native range is an area in Eurasia with a strikingly similar 
climate to California. Interestingly, yellow star-thistle 
does not form extensive thickets in Eurasia like it does 
here in California. This is most likely due to California’s 
lack of predators and pathogens that keep it in check in 
its native range. Yellow star-thistle took a circuitous path 
through South America on its journey from Eurasia to 

C o M b A t i N g  
Y e L L o w  s t A r - t H i s t L e
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Yellow star-thistle (Centaurea solstitialsis L.)
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California. It was introduced into North America in the 
late 1800’s as a seed contaminant in alfalfa seed grown 
in Chile (Gerlach et al. 1998). Between 1800 and 1940, 
yellow star-thistle was restricted in its distribution to 
areas near alfalfa fields and adjacent road corridors in 
northern California. However, its rate of spread increased 
dramatically after 1940 with extensive road building and 
suburban growth (Gerlach et al. 1998). By 1958, yellow 
star-thistle had infested over 1 million acres in California 
(Maddox and Mayfield 1985). The number had reached 
8 million acres by 1985, and by 1998, yellow star-thistle 
covered over 15 million acres in California (Pitcairn et al. 
1998). 

For over ten years, the National Park Service has 
been working to stop the spread of yellow star-thistle in 
Yosemite. The most commonly used tool to reduce the 
spread and control of yellow star-thistle in the park has 
been to mow the dense populations with “weed whack-
ers.” However, this is a slow, costly process that takes 
many years to get yellow star-thistle under control. The 
goal of mowing is to reduce the number of seeds that the 
plant produces so that there will be fewer plants com-
ing up the following year. In order for mowing to work, 
it must occur within a narrow window of the plant’s life 
cycle. If mowing occurs too early, the plant will continue 
to make seed-producing flowers. If mowing occurs too 
late, the flowers will already have dropped viable seeds. 
Therefore, the ideal time to mow yellow star-thistle is just 
when the first few flowers have begun to show. 

Vegetation monitoring has shown that timed mowing 
has been highly effective in reducing yellow star-thistle 
in Yosemite and in restoring native plant diversity. In 
one site that has been monitored, the number of yellow 
star-thistle individuals decreased 85% while the num-
ber of native species tripled after four years of mowing. 
These results clearly show that the National Park Service’s 

efforts to restore Yosemite’s grasslands have been success-
ful in reducing yellow star-thistle and more importantly, 
allowing native plants to return soon after treatment has 
begun. 

Another effective tool often used to halt the spread 
of invasive plants such as yellow star-thistle is the use of 
biological controls. This is done by introducing an insect 
or pathogen that consumes the target plant species in 
its native range. In 1994 and 1995, two species of insects 
were intentionally released in El Portal to control yellow 
star-thistle infestations. The peacock fly (Chaetorellia aus-
tralis) was released in El Portal in 1994. A second insect, 
the hairy weevil (Eustonopus villosus), was introduced in 
1995 in two locations near Rancheria Flat in El Portal. A 
third insect, the false peacock fly (Chaetorellia succinea), 
was unintentionally introduced in El Portal and elsewhere 
throughout California. Fortunately, the false peacock fly 
appears to target only yellow star-thistle and remains 
quite effective at controlling it throughout the state. All 
three species oviposit into yellow star-thistle inflores-
cences where the developing larvae then consume the 
immature seeds. There is evidence that these insects con-
tinue to reduce yellow star-thistle populations in the park.

The National Park Service is now working on 
a Parkwide Invasive Plant Management Plan & 
Environmental Assessment for Yosemite. The environ-
mental assessment process for this plan will explore 
alternatives for a comprehensive program to manage 
all non-native invasive plants in the park, including yel-
low star-thistle, and will include options for prevention 
and control, systematic monitoring, and research. The 
National Park Service, with the invaluable assistance from 
the Yosemite Association, hopes that in the future, visitors 
on their way to Yosemite Valley will be welcomed not by 
yellow star-thistle, but by the plants and animals that have 
made Yosemite their home for thousands of years.
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Timed mowing is an effective technique the National Park Services 
uses to control yellow star-thistle from Yosemite National Park. This 
technique is especially challenging on the steep slopes above El Portal.

NPS Restoration staff John Leonard is using a mower to control 
yellow star-thistle in El Portal.
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The June 2005 Yosemite Association volunteer “Weed Warriors” 
helped battle yellow star-thistle as part of the Cooperative Work 
Weeks Program. At left, Jerry Nuding holds up a large specimen 
as Mona Knight looks on. At right, James Rolf (left), Betty Mae 
Locke (center), and Jerry Nuding (background) search for plants 
to target.

Brent Johnson is a botanist with the National Park 
Service in Yosemite National Park. He has worked 
for over ten years on invasive plant issues through-
out California, with much of that time spent in the 
Sierra Nevada.

P
h

o
t

o
s

 c
o

u
r

t
e

s
y

 o
f

 t
o

n
y

 d
e

m
a

io



10 Y o s e m i t e  A s s o c i A t i o n ,  w i n t e r  2 0 0 6

With the hiss of air brakes, a school bus pulls 
into the parking lot of the Pioneer Yosemite 
History Center (PYHC). The door opens and 

a jumble of students pile out. These preteens look as you 
might expect. The guys wear blue jeans and baseball caps 
with the bills askew in every direction. The girls wear 
retro tee shirts and colorful “LiveStrong” bracelets. 

This outing to the History Center is more than a brief 
stop on a field trip to Yosemite. It is the culmination of 
months of preparation, research, and study. Their visit 
to the PYHC will become a twenty-four hour expedi-
tion back in time. This trip will be both a challenge and a 
reward. It will create memories to last a lifetime.

Left in the bus are the accessories of the twenty-first 
century: iPods, Gameboys, and cell phones. The students 
leave these treasured possessions behind as they spend 
the next 24 hours living life much as their predecessors 
in Yosemite did over one hundred years ago. Instead of 
heating their next meal in a microwave oven, they will 
cook it over a wood stove, which is fed with wood they’ve 
chopped and split. Rather than turning on a faucet, the 
young pioneers will carry buckets of water from the hand 
pump a hundred yards from the cabin in which they will 
live. The bathroom is across the bridge… a long distance 
when the dark of night is broken only by the kerosene 
lamp you carry. The next journey they take will not be 
by bus but on a stage powered by two large draft horses. 
During the course of the day, they will spend time work-
ing in the blacksmith shop, sweating in the heat of the 

coal-fed forge. This is life as experienced in Yosemite 
National Park’s Environmental Living Program.

The students shed more than their possessions as they 
cross the covered bridge to the History Center. They also 
abandon their own identity as they assume the character 
of one of Yosemite’s many early settlers. The ball cap is 
replaced by the floppy brimmed hat of a pioneer. The 
girls trade their modern attire for the full dress popular 
a hundred years ago. Some students will finalize their 
costume with wigs and false beards, but identifying with 
their historical alter ego is more than simply dressing the 
part. After months of research, they know more about 
their character than do nearly any other visitors to the 
park. They will know the biography of the person, as well 
as the contributions that individual made to Yosemite. 
In some cases, they will have learned how their character 

helped shaped the concept of a national park system. 
Some of the historical figures are well known, such as 
John Muir or Teddy Roosevelt.  Others played an impor-
tant, if less well-known role in the development of the 
park: Galen Clark, the first Guardian of the Grant; Lizzy 
Hodgdon, an early California rancher; George Anderson, 
the first person to ascend Half Dome; and Tabuce, a 
native Miwok with extraordinary basketry skills. 

The Environmental Living Program (usually referred 
to as ELP) began in the early 1970s as a component of the 
National Park Service’s education and interpretation divi-
sion.  Students participating in ELP undergo an amaz-
ing learning experience that utilizes the resources found 

L e A r N i N g  A b o u t  Y o s e M i t e ’ s  
P A s t …  i N  t H e  P r e s e N t  t e N s e
twentY-four hours in YoseMite’s environMentAl living ProgrAM

P
h

o
t

o
 c

o
u

r
t

e
s

y
 o

f
 m

a
r

e
a

 o
r

t
iz

, n
P

s
.

ELP students weave good-luck charms out of sticks and wool yarn.
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John Pansarosa interprets his surroundings through painting.

bY Jeff lAhr
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in the Yosemite Pioneer History Center. The program’s 
purpose is not only to teach the students pioneer skills, 
but also to introduce them to important decision-making 
skills needed in managing wilderness and national parks. 
Using a variety of hands-on learning techniques includ-
ing role-playing and problem solving, students deal with 
many practical and philosophical issues that confronted 
people at the time when the national parks were first con-
ceived.

During the twenty-four hours spent at the PYHC, the 
teacher is responsible for implementing the program with 
oversight by Susan Michael, volunteer ELP Coordinator, 
and Kristine Hutchinson, ELP Supervisor and Park 

Ranger. The teacher is also assisted by parent volunteers, 
all who have spent a previous weekend learning how to 
make the most of the students’ short stay.

Susan says, “the Yosemite ELP program provides stu-
dents a unique opportunity to experience some of the 
successes and struggles from throughout Yosemite’s his-
tory in a way no textbook can provide.”  

The students are divided into small groups depending 
on the perspective from which their historical character 
might have viewed the park. There are groups of early 
settlers, artists, road builders, innkeepers and conserva-
tionists. The format of the program involves a series of 
learning stations through which the groups rotate. The 
stations include: cooking/wood chopping, blacksmithing, 
arts and skills, transportation, and the role task station. 
The educational philosophy is the same at all stations: 
learn by doing. This is an experiental learning environ-
ment with an emphasis on cooperative problem solving. 
Much to the frustration of some students who are used 
to traditional teaching practices, the adults will intervene 
only to ask a probing question or to make sure safety 
rules are never forgotten. Some of the lessons learned will 
affect the entire group. One class of apprentice pioneers 

ate a supper of 
runny “stew” 
when the ratio 
of flour to water 
was not care-
fully followed.

At each 
learning sta-
tion, students 
practice skills 
that would have 
been common 
one hundred 
years ago, but 
are all but for-
gotten today. 
At the wood 

chopping station, it doesn’t take many logs until students 
are carefully selecting the best wood for splitting.  At the 
kitchen, students learn that keeping the temperature con-
stant in a wood burning stove requires knowledge of the 
stove and the wood fuel, along with a careful eye to the 
woodbox. 

At the transportation station, students learn that 
horses, like cars, require fuel (in this case, hay); and like 
cars, they produce their own unique type of pollution (to 
be raked up daily). With the demeanor of a drill sergeant, 
stage driver Burrel “Buckshot” Maier quizzes the students 
in the name and purpose of each piece of equipment 
(don’t ever make the mistake of referring to the leather 
strips with which the driver directs the horses as “reins” 
instead of the correct term, “lines”).

At the role task station, located in a nearby meadow, 
students are subtly directed to consider what to do with 
a “newly discovered” piece of land, The Meadow, which 
sits next to the national park. The land is tangible; the 
scenario is fictional. Each group arrives at the station after 
an imaginary two-day walk. The Indians and settlers are 
the first to arrive. Not surprisingly, included in their job 
are the tasks to map the meadow and name the features. 
The artists draw, paint and write about what they have 
found. The innkeepers consider ways to develop this area 
to provide services for future visitors. The transportation 
group plans the best location for roads, trails and stage 
stops. The guardians develop a set of rules that will help 
protect this piece of property. All of this information will 
be used the next day at the culminating event of their 
stay, the Town Meeting.

As the day progresses and the sun travels to the western 
horizon, the students gather around the Hodgdon Cabin 
in the History Center. This cabin, the cooking station, will 
be the gathering spot for the evening meal. Throughout 
the day, each student has contributed to the community 
meal and can take due credit—for better or worse. 

Volunteer ELP coordinator Susan Michael, in period dress, enters 
the historic Wells Fargo building at the Pioneer Yosemite History 
Center.
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An ELP student chops wood, which will 
bring warmth to the cabin and put hot 
food on the table.
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After dinner, students cross the bridge to the Gray 
Barn, where they will spend the evening brushing up on 
their folk dancing skills. When bedtime finally arrives, 
students wearily return to their cabins.

The next morning is filled with packing, preparations 
for leaving, and, of course, breakfast; again cooked on 
the wood burning stove, prepared by a group of students 
who rose at 5:00 a.m. After breakfast, the students join 
in the final event of their stay: the Town Meeting. At the 
meeting, each group of pioneers reveals their decisions 
regarding the best use of The Meadow. After the presen-
tations (complete with hand-drawn maps, artifacts and 
other homemade visuals), the groups take part in a vigor-
ous discussion on the best way to use (or not use) The 
Meadow. Within minutes, the group is struggling with 
issues of land management that have challenged Yosemite 
and the National Park Service since their inception. More 
often than not, the conclusions that these young land 
managers devise show a strong similarity to the intent 
of the Organic Act, the original legislation that created 
the National Park Service in 1916, and which continues 
to provide the guiding framework for land use in the 
National Parks:

The purpose of the National Park Service “is to con-
serve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and 
the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of 
the same in such manner and by such means as will leave 
them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future genera-
tions.” These young conservationists are able to discuss 
intelligently the mission of the Park Service as they tackle 
complicated land management issues. At the close of the 
Town Meeting, the group soon realizes that if the area is 
to be set aside for enjoyment and preservation, they must 
adhere to a careful balance of compromises. The students 
are encouraged to take an active part in future decisions 
concerning the park. Perhaps as their bus pulls out of 

the parking lot and drives through the park, some of the 
students will gaze out the windows at the passing scenery, 
contemplating issues facing Yosemite today.

As the students climb on board the bus and reconnect 
to their twenty-first century toys, they will soon return 
to the classroom where concerns for state standards and 
national testing will dictate their curriculum.  As they 
study, filling their heads with the facts that ensure success 
on the multiple-choice tests, perhaps memories of their 
time at the History Center will overtake their senses. The 
smell of the stew simmering on the wood burning stove, 
the sound of the horse traveling across the bridge, the sat-
isfying thwack as their axe sinks deep into the wood they 
are splitting. These are treasured memories, remembered 
long after test scores are forgotten. 

Author’s note: Teachers or individuals interested in 
learning more about Yosemite’s Environmental Living 
Program are encouraged to visit www.nps.gov/yose/
learn/visits.htm, or to contact Susan Michael at (559) 
221-4182 or smm66@cvip.net. 
  If you want to have an ELP experience for yourself 
and your family, YA will be offering a day-long Outdoor 
Adventure on Saturday, June 10, 2006. See our 2006 
Outdoor Adventures catalog, which was mailed with this 
journal, or visit yosemite.org/seminars for details and to 
sign up.

Jeff Lahr has worked in Yosemite for over fifteen 
seasons as a ranger naturalist. Nearly all of this time 
has been spent in Wawona and the Mariposa Grove. 
Jeff also works as a guide on the popular seven-day 
High Sierra Camp Loop, and he has authored, edited, 
and illustrated numerous articles and books about 
Yosemite.

The National Park Service announced in 

November that camping fees in Yosemite 

National Park would be increased begin-

ning January 1, 2006. 

Campgrounds affected by the rate 

increase are Upper Pines, Lower 

Pines, and North Pines in Yosemite 

Valley, Hodgdon Meadows, Crane Flat, 

Tuolumne Meadows, and Wawona. Rates 

in these campgrounds increased from 

$18/night to $20/night. 

Additionally, first-come, first-served 

sites at Bridalveil Creek and White Wolf 

increased from $12/night to $14/night 

and Tamarack Flat, Yosemite Creek, and 

Porcupine Flat increased from $8/night 

to $10/night.

Prices at Camp 4 in Yosemite Valley and 

at the Backpackers camps in Yosemite 

Valley, Tuolumne Meadows, and Hetch 

Hetchy remain at $5/night. Stock camps, 

($25/night) and group camps ($40/

night) are also unaffected by the rate 

increase.

Most campsites in Yosemite National 

Park are on a reservation system. The 

National Park Reservations Service is 

currently taking reservations five months 

in advance. The toll-free reservation 

number is (800) 436-7275. Reservations 

can also be made online at http://reser-

vations.nps.gov. Reservations are always 

recommended in Yosemite National 

Park, especially during the peak season.

A complete list of campground locations 

and opening/closing dates may be found 

at http://www.nps.gov/yose/pphtml/

camping.html.

The increase in camping fees resulted 

from a comparative study of area camp-

grounds. Rates were last increased in 

February, 2001.

Camping Fees increase in Yosemite National Park
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P A r k  P r o F i L e
tori seher

name: Tori 
(Victoria) Seher

Job title: 
Wildlife 
Biologist

hometown: 
Tempe, Arizona

education: Degree in Wildlife Conservation Biology from 
Arizona State University

Years worked in Yosemite: 13 

what do you do in Yosemite? I oversee the park’s 
Human-Bear Management Program and respond to vari-
ous wildlife issues in the park such as people feeding or 
approaching animals.

what was your first job in the park? When I was 
17 years old I spent a summer working for the Youth 
Conservation Corps in Yosemite. We installed food lock-
ers in campgrounds, helped reconstruct the Round House 
in the Indian Village, and did trail work at May Lake.  

why did you want to work in Yosemite? I had the choice 
of working in a beautiful national park, living in the 
mountains, and backpacking on the weekends, or finding 
a summer job in Phoenix. The choice seemed obvious.

have you worked in other parks? No. I’ve thought about 
taking jobs in other parks, but Yosemite is a hard place to 
leave.  

what do you enjoy most about your job? I enjoy the 
educational aspect of my job, whether it be training new 
employees on animal captures or educating visitors about 
park wildlife.

what is your most memorable experience at work?  
there are so many! Anytime I get to “rescue” wildlife 
– such as entanglement situations like a bird in fishing 
line or deer in Christmas lights. Last summer I removed a 
snake that had somehow gotten into a vehicle belonging 
to a park visitor. I’m not sure who was happier about the 
release, the snake or the visitor.  

what do you see as the future of Yosemite’s bear 
management program? Bear management is challeng-
ing because bears are extremely intelligent, curious, 
relentless, and motivated animals. In order to preserve 
successfully a wild and healthy bear population, I think 
it’s important that we remain open to new ideas, and 
continue to develop innovative management strategies. 
Also, California’s population of bears is increasing so we 
need to work more closely with other agencies and gate-
way communities. Public education will always play an 
important role in bear management. 

what is your favorite place in Yosemite? Mono/Parker 
Pass. An easy hike, few people, lots of wildlife, and great 
views.

what is your favorite Yosemite book? Yosemite: The 
Embattled Wilderness by Al Runte, because of my interest 
in the debate over preservation and use in the national 
parks. The book also addresses the history of bear man-
agement in the park. It’s interesting to compare manage-
ment practices now and then.

what is your favorite non-Yosemite book? Red-Tails 
in Love by Marie Winn. It’s a true story about red-tailed 
hawks nesting in Central Park. My friends and I were so 
enthralled with the book that we took a trip to NYC to 
see the hawks and go birding in Central Park.

what is your favorite movie? I’m not a big movie per-
son but I recently saw March of the Penguins and really 
enjoyed it.  

where do you like to go for a vacation? Anywhere that 
includes warm weather, a beach, ocean waves, and great 
snorkeling.  

what do you think YA’s most important role is? Public 
education through books, merchandise, seminars, Nature 
Notes, and visitor services. 

what do you hope to do in your life that you haven’t 
done yet?
Travel the world and start a family.
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In 1868 John Muir arrived by steamer in California 
from New York. He wanted to see Yosemite. From San 
Francisco, the typical traveler took a ferry to Stockton 

and then completed the trip by stage and horse. John 
Muir chose to walk. He wanted to see the plant life, to 
“botanize” and experience the landscape at a human pace. 
Muir took a ferry to Oakland and then walked, via the 
Santa Clara Valley, over the Pacheco Pass, across the San 
Joaquin Valley to Snelling, and up the foothills through 
Coulterville to the Yosemite Valley. Yosemite proved to be 
his spiritual home and his life work became to promote 
and protect such places of natural beauty. Most of Muir’s 
travels are well documented by his letters and journals 
or later research, but there is little documentation of this 
walk to Yosemite. His diaries from this period are lost and 
no Muir scholar has thoroughly documented this trip.

My wife Donna has walked the John Muir trail, from 
Yosemite Valley to Mt. Whitney, twice and I have joined 
her on sections of the trail. There is a glory in long walk-
ing trips through the Sierra that inspire one to want 
more. Everyone on the John Muir trail has heard, or told, 

the story of John Muir grabbing a loaf of French bread, 
putting some tea in his pocket, throwing his coat over 
his back and setting off for Yosemite. This is a power-
ful archetypal image for the California hiker or outdoor 
enthusiast. Muir walked across California so that he could 
see and appreciate its beauty. 

Muir’s choice to walk inspired Donna to conceive of 
a project to devise and pioneer a route that others can 
follow, a “Trans-California Ramble,” for walking across 
California. Muir often used the word “ramble” to describe 
his walks, for it implies traveling slowly, taking in the sur-
roundings with all of the senses. We hope that this Trans-
California Ramble will become, like Spain’s Santiago de 
Compostela pilgrimage, a path from the urban Bay Area, 
through the coast range ranchlands, the central valley 
farmlands and up to the Sierra foothill communities, that 
will bring California’s communities together. We hope 
that these communities will support the trail with sig-
nage, better walkways, hostels for the travelers and with 
enthusiasm for enjoying California’s outdoor treasures.

The first step has been research in historical archives, 
like the Holt-Atherton Library at University of the Pacific, 
to document the details of John Muir’s trip. We have read 
his letters to get a sense of who he was and what he might 
have done. We are using historic and contemporary maps 
to locate roads that existed in 1868 and to determine his 
most likely route. We have read many diary accounts and 
travel books from the 1860-1870s to get a sense of what 
travelling was like then. It was the year before the Golden 
Spike was nailed, and once the transcontinental railroad 
was complete things changed quickly as the railroad 
reached out into all of California.

We have decided that for the most part Muir would 
have used roads, rather than walking cross-country. 
Those roads were dirt and often dusty, but as his trip was 
in spring, the roads would have been at their finest. There 
was the Oakland-San Jose road (which is now sandwiched 
between Highways 880 and 680) and there was the San 
Jose-Monterey road that is now Highway 101. We have 
decided that we will walk a route that parallels Muir’s, 
using walkways, bike paths and open spaces, as much as 
possible, so that we will be walking through a California 
that is similar to the one Muir experienced. We have been 
very excited to find that least two-thirds of the trip will be 
on this type of trail. For example, the San Francisco Bay 

bY Peter thoMAs
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trail goes from Oakland to Alviso, the Guadelupe River 
trail essentially goes from Alviso to San Jose, and then the 
Coyote River Parkway trail from San Jose to Morgan Hill. 
From Morgan Hill we can enter Henry Coe State Park to 
get to Pacheco Pass. We are still planning the route, talk-
ing with rangers in the various parks, and it is very excit-
ing when we find new possibilities. 

John Muir left San Francisco on April 1, and so on 
April 2, 2006, after attending the John Muir in Global 
Perspective Conference at the University of the Pacific, we 
will begin our walk. We are still trying to determine the 
logistics, like, how far will we walk a day, and where will 
we sleep? Will we want to camp out and carry a backpack? 
As we walk we will paint the flowers, take pictures and 
note what we see and experience. Of the 1868 trip, John 
Muir wrote: “This San Jose sky was not simply pure and 
bright, and mixed with plenty of well tempered sunshine, 
but it possessed a positive flavor,—a taste, that thrilled 
from the lungs throughout every tissue of the body; every 
inspiration yielded a corresponding well-defined piece of 
pleasure, that awakened thousands of new palates every-
where.” We will compare what we find in 2006 to what 
John Muir found in 1868. We will give programs in public 
libraries in the communities we walk through, showing 
“now and then” photographs, talking about John Muir 
and telling the story of our trip. We will set up a web site 
(muir.org/walk) and will post accounts of these events 
and what we find, so that others can follow along with us. 
We thank Yosemite Association for offering us the oppor-
tunity to tell you about the project and we promise a full 
report after we have arrived in Yosemite and the trip is 
complete.

the John muir center at  
University of the Pacific in 
stockton will host “John muir in 
Global Perspective” the weekend 
following the Yosemite Association’s 
spring Forum in Yosemite Valley. 
Highlights will include an optional 
field trip by bus from stockton on 
thursday, march 30 to martinez, 
John muir’s home. 

the formal conference begins 
on Friday morning, march 31 
with presentations in the morn-
ing and the opening of an exhibi-
tion curated by steve Pauly on 
“John muir, william Keith, and 
Joseph Leconte” in the after-

noon at the Haggin Art museum. 
Books and manuscripts from the 
John muir collection assembled 
by shan sutton, Director of the 
University of the Pacific’s Holt 
Atherton special collections, 
will be featured along with 
william Keith’s original paintings, 
several once owned by muir. 

on Friday and saturday, presen-
tations on campus will be given by 
scholars, museum directors, and 
muir specialists. sessions include 
muir in scotland, canada, india, 
Finland and russia, south America, 
and his global impact on environ-
mental ethics. A luncheon keynote 

on Friday spotlights robert  
righter on “Hetch Hetchy in 
Global context,” and on saturday, 
Garrett and michelle Burke, 
california John muir quarter con-
cept designers, will update the 
“international reception of the 
John muir Quarter.” 

For more information or  
to learn how to register for the 
conference, send an e-mail to  
johnmuir@pacific.edu and refer-
ence John muir conference in  
the subject line. You may also  
call the muir center at (209)  
946-2527 or marilyn norton at 
(209) 946-2145.
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Donna and Peter Thomas look forward to their walk 
across California.

John Muir in globAl PersPective conference, March 30–April 1, 2006
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s H A t t e r e d  A i r
excerpt from Shattered Air—A True Account of Catastrophe and Courage on Yosemite’s Half Dome

Editor’s note: Bob Madgic will be one of our featured 
presenters at the Spring Forum on Saturday, March 25, 
2006 in Yosemite Valley. He will speak about the true 
story he tells in his book Shattered Air, which documents 
the fateful choice five hikers made to climb Half Dome 
on the evening of July 27, 1985 even as the sky darkened 
and thunder rolled. See the Spring Forum announce-
ment on page 19 if you’d like to attend and meet the 
author.

Bill Pippey and Bruce Jordan were setting a furious pace, 
hoping to outrace the burgeoning storm. Close behind, 
Tom Rice and Adrian Esteban made a quick stop at their 
secret spring. Brian Jordan soon joined them. Meanwhile, 
Mike Hoog’s party leapfrogged ahead. The hikers weren’t 
unfriendly with each other, but neither did they mingle 
or banter back and forth in good spirits, as hikers often 
do. Those with Hoog still viewed Rice’s band as rowdy 
and crude. Back at Nevada Fall, someone – maybe Pippey 
– had jokingly referred to Hoog’s party as a “bunch of 
weenies.”

Leaving Nevada Fall, Weiner felt encouraged that the 
remaining distance wouldn’t be as steep. Still, he and 
Frith plodded. The pair fell behind again, in part because 
they stopped every ten to fifteen minutes to trade off car-
rying the forty-five-pound backpack but also because 
Weiner was fast becoming exhausted, especially his leg 
muscles, which were cramping up due to dehydration. 
They gulped down the last of their water. Esteban had 
told them about the secret spring, but Weiner and Frith 
couldn’t locate it. Other hikers they asked didn’t know 
its whereabouts, either. Though Weiner wanted to take a 
longer rest, Frith, gung-ho as ever, urged that they push 
on and catch up with the others.

Pippey and Bruce Jordan were shooting to reach the 
top first. For Pippey, it was more than a competitive 
thing; he was proud to be in good physical shape. So, 
despite the intimidating weather, the two hikers plowed 
ahead, never stopping. They ignored the danger warning 
at the base of Sub Dome and never once pondered the 
potential hazards as they scrambled up the cables on Half 
Dome.

But a hundred feet up, Pippey’s stomach suddenly 
became bloated.

Pippey: “One minute, I’m fine. The next, I can barely 
keep my bowels from exploding.”

In a voice loud enough for Jordan to hear, he uttered, 
Yes, God, I understand.

Clearly, Pippey thought, a very powerful force was try-
ing to discourage him from going up there. He and Jordan 
retreated down the cables so Pippey could relieve himself.

* * *
Esteban and Rice, with Brian Jordan not far behind, were 
putting on steam to reach the summit ahead of the storm. 
Two wild-eyed young climbers – Ken Bokelund and Rob 
Foster – scampering down the trail advised Esteban and 
Rice, Don’t go up there – it’s too dangerous, then contin-
ued on down toward the Valley, obviously in a rush to get 
off the mountain.

The warning sparked rather than doused Esteban’s and 
Rice’s motivation to pick up the pace.

Esteban: “If there was one trait that set Rice apart from 
everyone else, it was his strong will. When he committed 
himself to something, it was all or nothing.”

Esteban, of course, was Rice’s alter ego – just as tough 
mentally, just as unswerving in grit and determination. 
Neither was likely to cower when he faced a physical 
challenge or risky situation on his own. Together, such a 
response was unthinkable.

Buchner and Ellner still poked along somewhere far 
behind. A fearful Ellner wanted no part of a lightning 
storm. His snail’s pace and constant complaining angered 
Buchner, who didn’t like being held back. When the 
two were about halfway between Nevada Fall and Sub 
Dome, lightning flashed ahead and thunder growled. A 
shaken Ellner slowed even more. The next lightning burst 
prompted him to turn around abruptly and pound back 
down the trail.

Buchner dropped his pack and ran after him, arguing, 
It’s crazy to go back down now!

He persuaded Ellner to hike toward Half Dome. If  
necessary, Buchner said, they would camp at the base.

* * *
Hoog’s group methodically clawed away at the miles 
between them and Half Dome. In addition to all of 
his camping gear and supplies, Hoog hauled a three-
gallon water container weighing more than twenty-
five pounds. The five hikers arrived at the camping 
area beneath Sub Dome soon after the retreating 
Pippey and Jordan. Although dark clouds were mov-
ing in, the blue sky directly above still glistened.

Without hesitation, Hoog led his group up 
Sub Dome but didn’t get far before he encoun-
tered a gentleman descending the granite stairs. 
The older hiker, who was fiftyish and carried a staff, 
said a storm was about to hit and strongly advised 

bY bob MADgic
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Hoog and his companions not to continue up.
Heed the sign, he said, referring to the public warning 

that Pippey and Bruce Jordan had ignored.
Hoog badly wanted to spend the night on Half Dome. 

Initially, he dismissed the man’s cautionary words and 
was about to press on. On second thought, however, the 
advice seemed wise. Hoog stared at the stairs for several 
long seconds, deliberating. Then he and his four cohorts 
turned around and retraced their steps. The gentleman 
had already disappeared from view.

The third party back 
was Cage’s, which held a 
steady pace. All members 
of his troupe were expe-
rienced backpackers, so 
they didn’t think much 
about the oncoming 
storm, a familiar phe-
nomenon in the Sierra 
Nevada. They would 
continue hiking through 
the forest, and if the 
weather got nasty, the 
group would simply stop, 
wait, and decide what to 
do next.

Esteban and Rice 
charged up the trail. Just 
below Sub Dome, they encountered Hoog’s group in 
retreat. Dan Crozier repeated the gentleman hiker’s pre-
caution.

Rice brushed by Crozier, muttering, Someone’s gotta 
do it.

He and Esteban pushed on. 
* * *

Well ahead of their companions, Esteban and Rice 
reached the bottom of the cables at 5:40 P.M. and 
appraised the impending storm. Heavy dark clouds in 
multihued layers already blanketed the sky and sagged 
into the mountain cavities. Lightning continued play-
ing over the ridges and spires, and thunder rumbled like 
battleship guns nearby.

They stared up at the top of Half Dome six hundred 
feet away, shrouded in mist. Nobody else was in sight. 
Their take-no-prisoners pace had put them ahead of the 
pack when Bill Pippey forfeited the lead due to a bilious 
stomach.

Rice and Esteban now had to weigh their next move. A 

strong climber could ascend in less than fifteen minutes; 
they had done it themselves many times. Their thirty-
five-pound backpacks would be a hindrance, but the 
threat of lightning would spur them on. At the top, they’d 
reach the cave’s shelter in less than five minutes.

Roughly twenty minutes in all, then. Risk it or not?
While a lightning bolt might possibly strike the gran-

ite slope near them or even hit the cables they would be 
clinging to, a strike higher up, on or near the summit, was 
far more likely. The trouble was, even if lightning struck 

at the top, a potent 
charge could streak any-
where on wet surfaces. 
Anyplace on the moun-
tain would be danger-
ous if Half Dome were 
coated with water.

As Esteban measured 
the sky, he felt drizzle on 
his upturned face and 
blinked. Hard rain, he 
sensed, wasn’t far off.

Neither of them 
spoke as they peered up 
the cables. Rice was the 
undisputed leader, and 
Esteban, ever the good 
soldier, would accept 

his decision. If Rice expressed doubts or caution, Esteban 
would mull them, but he didn’t really expect dialogue. 
When the pair faced challenges, they seldom resorted 
to reasoned deliberation and judgment. Instead, they 
trusted their guts and seized opportunities for adventure. 
From that standpoint, this storm was no different from 
past hazards. Together they would improvise to meet all 
threats. The two exchanged a glance and Esteban knew 
the decision had been made.

Bob Madgic has retired from a career in public edu-
cation and now writes about conservation issues and 
the outdoors. A Half Dome hiking veteran and YA 
member, Bob lives on the banks of the Sacramento 
River in Anderson, California, with his wife, Diane. 
Excerpt from Shattered Air copyright 2005 by Bob 
Madgic. Reprinted by permission of Burford Books, 
Inc., www.burfordbooks.com.
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M e M b e r s  P A g e s
volunteer in Yosemite
Imagine waking up each morning to the sights and sounds of 

Yosemite. As a YA member, you can – by volunteering in the 

park this summer!

Month-long Volunteers Needed
Each spring and summer, month-long volunteers assist Yosemite 

visitors from around the world providing information and 

answering questions while fulfilling YA’s educational mission 

and enrolling new members. Members can apply to live and 

work in Yosemite Valley, Wawona, or Tuolumne Meadows. In 

Yosemite Valley, volunteers greet visitors and answer ques-

tions in a variety of locations including the membership booth 

on the village mall, at the “Yurt” at Camp 6, and the Yosemite 

Museum Gallery. In Wawona, members assist guests at historic 

Hill’s Studio Information Station and in the Mariposa Grove 

Museum. Tuolumne Meadows volunteers work at historic 

Parsons Lodge near Soda Springs and at the Tuolumne Visitor 

Center membership booth, and greet participants in our 

Outdoor Adventures program. 

Volunteers receive free camping in group sites at Yosemite 

Valley, Wawona, or Tuolumne Meadows, a 30% discount at the 

YA bookstore, a free Outdoor Adventure, and discount cards 

from the concessionaire. Most volunteers work four or five 

days a week. Volunteers are needed May through September in 

Yosemite Valley and Wawona, and mid-June through September 

in Tuolumne Meadows.

For more information and an application, visit our website, 

www.yosemite.org/helpus/volunteer.html, or contact Laura 

Beardsley at 209-379-2317 or lbeardsley@yosemite.org. 

2006 work weeks Announced
Cooperative Work Weeks are a collaboration between YA, 

Yosemite Institute, the National Park Service, and DNC Parks 

& Resorts at Yosemite. With funding from DNC, YA volunteers 

join an NPS project leader and a Yosemite Institute naturalist 

for a week of restoration and revegetation work in locations 

throughout the park. 

2006 Trip Dates:

June 18–24: Weed Warriors (Yosemite Valley)

July 16–22: Plant Protectors (Crane Flat)

July 30–August 5: Tuolumne Meadows Front Country 

(Tuolumne Meadows)

August 13–19: High Sierra Camp Restoration (Backcountry)

September 24–30: Yosemite Valley Fall Restoration (Yosemite 

Valley)

These volunteers work on various projects for four days with 

a day off in the middle of the week to rejuvenate and explore. 

Each trip accommodates up to fifteen volunteers at group 

camp sites from Sunday afternoon to the following Saturday 

morning. Volunteers contribute $60 to help cover the cost of 

meals served during their stay. Full descriptions of each project 

and applications will be available in early February on the YA 

website at www.yosemite.org/helpus/volunteer.html or by call-

ing Laura Beardsley at 209-379-2317.  Work weeks fill quickly. 

Applications received by March 30, 2006, will be entered into a 

lottery to determine volunteer assignments.

14-year work week veteran Russell Morimoto volunteered for a 
backcountry restoration project in August of 2005.

YA month-long volunteer Lois Orr helps a visitor get oriented at 
the busy Valley Visitor Center.
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Member Info Line 209/379-2317

If you’re planning a trip to Yosemite 
and have questions, give our phone 
line a call between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. We don’t make reservations, 
but we can give appropriate phone 
numbers and usually lots of helpful 
advice.

Leaving a Yosemite Legacy
Since 1923, thousands of individuals 

and families have helped the Yosemite 

Association undertake its important 

educational, scientific, and research 

programs, with gifts of time, services, 

and money. Each year we receive criti-

cal support for Yosemite in the form of 

charitable bequests from wills and estate 

plans. Such bequests play a vital role in 

our future funding.

We encourage you to consider includ-

ing a gift to the Yosemite Association 

in your will or estate plan. It’s a way to 

ensure that others will enjoy Yosemite far 

beyond your lifetime.

spring Forum News
Settling snow in the valley means more 

than just crisp days of skiing and snow-

shoeing ahead – it means the Spring 

Forum is just around the corner. On 

Saturday, March 25, 2006, celebrate the 

coming spring by joining other members 

for an inspiring and informative day in 

Yosemite Valley. 

At the 2006 Spring Forum, members can 

explore the park with a naturalist on one 

of dozens of offered walks, or discover 

hidden wonders of Yosemite by joining 

renowned experts for a variety of audito-

rium programs. Some highlights of this 

year’s programs will include an insider’s 

view of Yosemite with Superintendent 

Mike Tollefson, a slide discussion with 

Bob Madgic, author of Shattered Air: A 

True Account of Catastrophe and Courage 

on Yosemite’s Half Dome, and an explora-

tion of the forthcoming exhibition and 

publication Yosemite: Art of an American 

Icon with curator Amy Scott. Special 

offerings for children aged 12 and under 

and their parents or guardians are also 

planned. The day will conclude with 

a special members’ reception with the 

speakers, and the staff and board of YA. 

Complete details of the day’s events will 

be sent to registered participants in mid-

February. 

Registration materials and lodging 

information for the Spring Forum were 

sent to members in early January. Space 

is limited to the first 500 participants. 

If you have questions regarding this 

event, please contact the Membership 

Department at 209-379-2317.

If you are joining us for the Spring 

Forum, why not round out your week-

end with an Outdoor Adventure in the 

park! Choose either “The Unknown 

West End” with Pete Devine on Friday 

or “Snowshoe Explorations with a 

Naturalist” led by Julie Miller on Sunday. 

Outdoor Adventures are available for an 

additional fee, and as always, YA mem-

bers receive 15% off tuition. For more 

information or to register call (209) 379-

2321, or visit www.yosemite.org.

YA thanks the National Park Service, 

The Ansel Adams Gallery, DNC Parks 

and Resorts at Yosemite, and many other 

friends for their vital assistance with the 

Spring Forum.

Meet YA’s Newest staff!
Megan Pardini, our new Administrative 
Coordinator, began work on Halloween 

and endeared herself to the staff by 

bringing a bag of Snickers bars on her 

first day. Originally from Salt Lake City, 

she has lived all over the western United 

States and spent a year abroad teaching 

English in Japan. 

Her most recent 

work experience 

involved col-

lege admissions 

and financial 

aid counseling. 

Her degree in 

English from Colorado State University 

will come in handy with all of our mem-

ber correspondence.

Michelle Hansen has brought an enor-

mous amount of retail merchandising 

experience to our association and she has 

begun to transform our stores. Before 

coming to Yosemite to manage the Curry 

Village Gift Shop and Grocery Store, 

she worked as a visual merchandiser 

for DNC at Yellowstone, and also held 

positions with Busch Gardens, MGM 

Grand and Disney. She began work as 

our new Sales 
Operations 
Manager on 

November 28, 

after return-

ing from her 

honeymoon in 

Mexico.

Laura Beardsley began work as our new 

Membership Coordinator on December 

1. She relocated from the Philadelphia 

area, where 

she served 

as Outward 

Bound’s 

Mid-Atlantic 

Development 

Manager. Her 

stint as an 

event coor-

dinator with Bryn Mawr College and 

her degree in Communication Studies 

should help with all those member 

events! She is proficient is French, stud-

ied ancient Greek, and spent a year of 

college in Australia. She also likes to ski 

and hike, and plays lacrosse.

Holly Kuehn joined us in the summer 

of 2005 as our 

Shipping/
Receiving 
Assistant in 

our El Portal 

warehouse. 

Along with her 

jovial manner 

and love of practical jokes, the office 

appreciates her talents as a massage 

therapist. An avid outdoorswoman, she 

runs, kayaks, and hikes. She hails from 

Madison, Wisconsin, and has worked as 

a drug and alcohol counselor for adoles-

cents and adults, and as a program man-

ager working with the developmentally 

disabled. 

For information about leaving a 

Yosemite legacy, call (209) 379-2317, 

or write to P.O. Box 230, El Portal, CA 

95318
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May: Spring 2006 issue 
of the members’ journal 
Yosemite to be mailed this 
month

early May: Camp 6 Yurt 
Information Station and 
Yosemite Valley Wilderness 
Information Center & 
Bookstore open for the  
season (tentative)

May 1–6: YAC: free art les-
sons with Bob Chapla

May 5: OA: Beginning 
Birding

May 5–7: OA: 3rd Annual 
Yosemite Birding Festival

May 7: Last day to view 
Yosemite Renaissance 
XXI exhibit at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery

May 8–13: YAC: free art 
lessons with Jim Burns

May 12–14: OA: Hetch 
Hetchy Wildflower 
Explorations

May 12–14: OA: Yosemite 
Valley Videography

Mid-May: Happy Isles 
Nature Center and 
Mariposa Grove Museum 
& Bookstore open for the 
season (tentative)

May 15–20: YAC: free art 
lessons with Thor Erickson

May 20–21: OA: Mine 
Your Own Business

May 20–21: OA: 
Emerson and Muir: 
Transcendentalists in the 
Sequoias

May 22–27: YAC: free art 
lessons with Carol Buss

May 29–June 3: YAC: free 
art lessons with Roger Folk

late May: Tuolumne 
Visitor Center & Bookstore 
opens for the season (tenta-
tive)

feb: Winter 2006 issue 
of the members’ journal 
Yosemite and 2006 Outdoor 
Adventures Catalog to be 
mailed this month

feb 4: OA: A Writer’s 

Winter Walk in Yosemite

feb 11: OA: Full Moon 
Snowshoe

feb 20: YA Administrative 
Office closed for President’s 
Day holiday

feb 24: Yosemite 
Renaissance XXI open-
ing reception and awards 
presentation at Yosemite 
Museum Gallery, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

feb 24–May 7: Yosemite 
Renaissance XXI exhibit at 
Yosemite Museum Gallery

feb 25–26: OA: Exploring 
the Winter World of 
Yosemite

Mar 24: OA: The 
Unknown West End

Mar 24: Reception for 
member donors of $250 or 
more

Mar 25: Spring Forum, 
Yosemite Valley

Mar 26: OA: Snowshoe 
Explorations with a 
Naturalist

Apr 1: OA: Spring 
Wildflowers of the Merced 
Canyon

Apr 7: Ostrander Ski Hut 
closes for the season

Apr 7–8: OA: Leave No 
Trace Trainer Certification

Apr 8: OA: Hite’s Cove 
Wildflower Photography

April 10–15: YAC: free art 
lessons with Carolyn Fitz

Apr 15: OA: To the Top of 
Yosemite Falls

Mid-Apr: Big Oak Flat 
Information Station & 
Bookstore opens for the 
season (tentative)

April 17–22: YAC: free art 
lessons with Donna Naes

April 24–29: YAC: free art 
lessons with Patrick Duffy

A s s o C i A t i o N  d A t e s
Legend:

oA = outdoor Adventure
YAc = Yosemite Art center 

for an expanded events calendar, visit: www.yosemite.org/member/calendar.htm.

June 2–3: OA: Yosemite’s 
Colors and Fragrances

June 3: OA: Hiking Poles: 
Techniques for All Ages

June 4: OA: Functional 
Fitness for the Trail

June 5–10: YAC: free art 
lessons with Don Fay

June 8–11: OA: Yosemite’s 
Hawks and Owls

June 9–11: OA: 
Photography Backpack 
to the Unknown Falls of 
Hetch Hetchy

June 10–11: OA: 
Traditional Uses of Native 
Plants

June 10: OA: Yosemite 
Valley Birds

June 10: OA: Pioneer 
Living, Yosemite Style

June 11: OA: Birds of Big 
Meadow and Foresta

June 11: OA: Yosemite 
Waterfalls Grand Tour

June 12–17: YAC: free 
art lessons with Sonja 
Hamilton

June 16–18: OA: The 
Sierra’s Wild Soundscapes

June 16–18: OA: For 
Teachers: Place-based 
Learning

June 17: OA: Get Lost  
with a Ranger 

June 18: OA: Get Lost  
with a GPS

June 17–18: OA: 
Biological Illustration

June 17–22: OA: Granite 
Rock Café: a Couples’ 
North Rim Backpack

June 19–24: YAC: free art 
lessons with Linda Mitchell

June 23–25: OA: For 
Teachers: Watershed 
Education

June 23–25: OA: 
Introduction to Fly-fishing

 June 24: OA: Hetch 
Hetchy: Yosemite’s Other 
Valley

June 24–25: OA: 
Mountain Birding

June 26–July 1: YAC: free 
art lessons with Tom Fong

June 30–July 2: OA: 
Yosemite Natural History
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Disconnected rivers—linking 
rivers to landscapes 
by Ellen Wohl. 

This important and accessible book 

 surveys the history and present 

condition of river systems across the 

United States, showing how human 

activities have impoverished our riv-

ers and impaired the connections 

between river worlds and other ecosystems.

Ellen Wohl begins by introducing the basic physical, chemical, and 

 biological processes operating in rivers. She then addresses changes 

 in rivers resulting from settlement and expansion, describes the 

growth of federal involvement in managing rivers, and examines the 

recent efforts to rehabilitate and conserve river ecosystems.

In each chapter she focuses on a specific regional case study and 

describes what happens to a particular river organism—a bird, North 

America’s largest salamander, the paddlefish, and the American 

 alligator—when people interfere with natural processes.

The book is 302 pages long, illustrated in black and white, and 

 casebound with a dust jacket. Copyright 2004, Yale University Press. 

 $35; members price $29.75

the Definitive guide to 
the waterfalls of southern 

and central california 
by Chris Shaffer.    

Over the last decade, author/

adventurer Chris Shaffer has 

visited and documented more 

than 1,200 lakes, rivers, streams 

and waterfalls throughout the Golden State. His findings 

have been remarkable. Shaffer reveals dozens of waterfalls 

you couldn’t find on a map with a microscope. 

For many of the undocumented waterfalls Shaffer has 

come up with names himself.   

The full color, glossy, 416-page guide details more than 

265 waterfalls, 65 of which you can drive to and others 

you need a boat to reach. All are located in Southern and 

Central California.   

Illustrating both seasonal and year-round waterfalls this 

book, stuffed with more than 500 color photographs 

includes more than 100 waterfalls where people can catch 

fish in the pool below the actual waterfall.   

Broken up into 16 regions spanning from the Pacific 

Ocean east along Highway 108 over Sonora Pass to 

Nevada and the Bay Area down south to Mexico, this book 

is a boon to hikers, describing more than 775 miles of hik-

ing trails to waterfalls. The book is 402 pages, illustrated 

in full color, and paperbound. Copyright 2003, Shafdog 

Publications. $24.95; members price $21.21

A field guide to freshwater fishes  
(A Peterson field guide) 
by Lawrence M. Page and Brooks M. Burr. 

This is the first comprehensive field guide to freshwater fishes,  

covering all 790 species known in the United States and Canada. 

More than 700 illustrations, most in color, show identifying marks. 

The guide also includes 377 distribution maps and additional  

drawings of key details.   

The book is well organized, well written, all 

inclusive (of species), and informative. If you 

are curious about fishes in general or encounter 

fresh water fish with any kind of regularity, this 

is the volume for you. The book is 432 pages 

long, illustrated in color (plates) and black and 

white, and bound as a paperback with a sturdy, 

washable cover. Copyright 1991, Houghton 

Mifflin. $19; members price $16.15

western reptiles and 
Amphibians, third edition 
(A Peterson field guide) 

by Robert C. Stebbins. 

This third edition covers all 

the species of reptiles and 

amphibians found in western 

North America. More than 

650 full-color paintings and 

photographs show key details 

for making accurate identifications. The taxonomy of 

many species has been revised and this book includes 

many of the lastest subspecies designations. 

Up-to-date color range maps give species’ distribu-

tions. Important information on conservation efforts 

and survival status rounds out the detailed species 

descriptions. This book is easy to use for the novice to 

the advanced and should be in any nature enthusiast’s 

library. Robert C. Stebbins is professor emeritus of 

zoology at the University of California at Berkeley 

and curator emeritus of the University’s Museum of 

Vertebrate Zoology. The book is 534 pages long, illus-

trated in color and black and white, and bound as a 

paperback with a sturdy, washable cover. Copyright 

2003, Houghton Mifflin. $22; members price $18.70

Y o s e M i t e  C A t A L o g 
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sunset limited 
— the southern 
Pacific railroad and 
the Development of 
the American west, 
1850-1930 
by Richard J. Orsi. 

The only major U.S. 

railroad to be oper-

ated by westerners and 

the only railroad built 

from west to east, the Southern Pacific acquired a unique 

history and character. It also acquired a reputation, 

especially in California, as a railroad that people loved 

to hate.   

 This magisterial history tells the full story of the 

Southern Pacific for the first time, shattering myths 

about the company that have prevailed to this day. A 

landmark account, Sunset Limited explores the railroad’s 

development and influence—especially as it affected 

land settlement, agriculture, water policy, and the  

environment—and offers a new perspective on the  

tremendous, often surprising, role the company played 

in shaping the American West.   

Meticulously researched, lucidly written, and judiciously 

balanced, this history opens a new window onto the 

American West in a crucial phase of its development and 

will forever change our perceptions of one of the larg-

est and most important western corporations in the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The book is 

616 pages long, illustrated in black and white, and case-

bound with a dust jacket. Copyright 2005, University of 

California Press. $29.95; members price $25.46

skywatch west—the complete weather guide
by Richard A. Keen. 

Revised and updated, this is a friendly, informative guide to the wide 

variety of weather the West has in store—from calm and predictable 

cycles to dramatic and unpredictable events. Through Richard A. 

Keen’s lively descriptions and colorful photographs, you will discover 

all the joys of weather-watching in the always fascinating American 

West. You will also learn practical skills, such as how to “read” clouds, 

how to build a home weather station, and how to read weather maps.   

This revised edition also features sidebar information, including 

weather tidbits and safety tips; updated lists of the West’s most 

notable blizzards, floods, storms, winds, eruptions, etc.—from the 

nineteenth century to present; and an updated resources section. 

Rounding out the volume are appendices with technical data for 

weather aficionados; exciting new photographs; and new information 

on such weather phenomena 

as El Niño. The book is 264 

pages, illustrated in color, and 

paperbound. Copyright 2004, 

Fulcrum Publishing. $24.95; 

members price $21.21

Planet Patrol—A kid’s Action guide to earth 
by Marybeth Lorbiecki; illustrated by Nancy Meyers. 

With the Planet Patrol, readers will learn the basics of ecology and see how 

hard work and new technologies are reversing some of the problems facing 

our environment. Fun facts and action tips will help inspire kids to make a 

difference in their own homes, schools, and neighborhoods.   

A great introduction to topics such as diversity and interdependence is 

contained in a fun, magazine-like layout that invites browsing. Whimsical 

illustrations and hundreds of photographs help to inspire and entertain. The 

message delivered is that if properly informed and motivated, individuals can 

help the challenges, however monumental, to be met. The children’s book is 

48 pages long, illustrated in full color, and paperbound. Copyright 2005,  

Two-Can Press. $8.95; members price $7.61

to see an expanded list of the products we offer for sale, visit the full-featured, secure  
Yosemite store on the internet at: http://yosemitestore.com
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Yosemite valley logo t-shirt 
by Yosemite Association. 

These colorful shirts sport the new Yosemite Valley logo developed by Michael 

Osborne Design for YA’s park identity program. The stone-washed shirts are printed 

on the left chest with “Experience Your Yosemite,” and carry a full-color Yosemite 

Valley logo (about 7.5 inches by 10 inches) on their backs.   

The adult-sized shirts are available in four colors: gulf blue, yam, mustard, and 

chrome in Small, Medium, Large, X-Large, and XX-Large. The shirt sizes run slightly 

large. The pre-shrunk, 100% cotton, garment-washed t-shirts are manufactured by 

Anvil and River’s End. $16; members price $13.60. Be sure to specify size and color 

when ordering.

Yosemite valley logo cap (one-color) 
by Yosemite Association. 

This stylish baseball-style cap is embroidered with the Yosemite Valley logo that is a 

favorite of visitors. The hat is “unstructured’” so that it conforms to the shape of the 

wearer’s head.   

Besides the embroidered logo, there’s also the words “Experience Your 

Yosemite” embroidered on the back of the hat. The caps have a curved bill, 

and bill, cap, vent holes and buttons are all the same color.  Manufactured 

of 100% cotton with an adjustable velcro sizing strap at the back.   

Available in butterscotch and slate blue. One size fits all.  

$16.95; members price $14.41

Yosemite valley logo cap (sandwich bill) 
by Yosemite Association. 

This stylish baseball-style cap is embroidered with the Yosemite Valley logo that is a favorite of visitors.  

The hat is “unstructured” so that it conforms to the shape of the wearer’s head.   

Besides the embroidered logo, there’s also the words “Experience Your Yosemite” 

 embroidered on the back of the hat. The caps have a curved bill with a contrasting 

 “sandwich” layer, while the cap, vent holes and buttons are all the same color. 

 Manufactured by Port Authority of 100% cotton with an adjustable velcro sizing 

 strap at the back. Available in dark gray and tan. One size fits all. 

 $16.95; members price $14.41

Yosemite valley logo Decal 
by Yosemite Association. 

The colorful Yosemite Valley logo 

is reproduced here as a heavy vinyl 

decal to be applied to your car, a win-

dow, or any other flat surface.   

The decal is 3 inches by 4 inches and 

printed in light green, grey, blue, 

light blue, yellow, and white. The adhesive is on the back. 

Demonstrate your love for Yosemite Valley with this eye-

catching logo decal. $1.50; members price $1.28

Yosemite valley logo Patch 
by Yosemite Association. 

The colorful Yosemite Valley logo is 

reproduced here in the form of an 

embroidered patch. The cloth patch is 

2.5 inches by 3.5 inches, and can be sewn 

or ironed onto clothing, day packs, and 

other fabric objects.   

The embroidery colors include green, light blue, white, grey, and 

yellow. $4; members price $3.40

Yosemite valley logo Pin 
by Yosemite Association. 

The colorful Yosemite Valley 

identity logo is here presented 

as a high-quality enamel pin. 

The pin is 7/8 inch wide by 1 

and 3/8 inches high and uses 

green, grey, white, yellow, and 

blue enamel with gold high-

lights within a brass border. 

The pin features a pointed 

prong on the reverse with a removable clip to hold it 

 to clothing or a day pack. $5; members price $4.25
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 Price
 Qty. color Description each total

1

2

3

4

5

 subtotAl

 7.75% Sales Tax (CA customers only):

 Shipping Charges (see below): 

 totAl encloseD:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail address: Daytime telephone: 

Credit Card No:  Expires:

Signature:

Yosemite Association, P.o. box 230, el Portal, cA 95318
shop online at http://yosemitestore.com for more items!

order Form Credit card orders call: (209) 379-2648  Monday–Friday, 8:30am–4:30pm   
 We Accept VISA, Mastercard, American Express, and Discover

uPs ground = $5.95
uPs 3-Day select = $14.25

uPs 2nd Day = $16.45
call for Ak, hi, and international rates

Yosemite Association logo t-shirt
These comfortable short-sleeved 

t-shirts feature the colorful new 

Yosemite Association logo. Screen 

printed in four colors, the Hanes 

Beefy-T brand shirts are 100% 

cotton and available in two colors: 

natural and blue. Here’s a perfect way 

to show your support of our work and 

look good at the same time! Available 

in Adult sizes S, M, L, XL, and XXL. 

Normally retails for $16. Special Price: 
$10 (no member discount). Be sure to 

specify size and color when ordering.

sPeciAl sAle! order early—quantities are limited!

Direct from nature: the oil sketches of thomas hill
by Janis T. Driesbach, with an essay by William H. Gerdts.

This is the first book to draw attention to the remarkable oil sketches of famed 

landscape artist Thomas Hill. These smaller pieces, painted in the field directly 

from nature, represent some of Hill’s finest work. 

Driesbach’s essay details Hill’s production of the sketches 

while providing much valuable information about his 

life. Gerdts writes about the role that oil sketches played 

in nineteenth-century American painting. The essays are 

illustrated with over 90 reproductions (most in full color) 

of work by Hill and other landscape artists. The book is 

128 pages, 9 by 10.75 inches, and paperback. It is copy-

right 1997 by the Yosemite Association and the Crocker 

Art Museum, Sacramento, CA. Normally retails for 

$19.95. Special Price: $5 (no member discount).

Yosemite Association  
80th Anniversary 
enamel Pin
by William Spear Design

This beautiful “cloi-

sonné-style” enamel pin 

was developed to cel-

ebrate the association’s 

80th anniversary. With its rich primary 

colors and gold lettering and highlights, 

the pin is a real eyecatcher. The pin 

was developed for us by William Spear 

from the award-winning logo created by 

Michael Osborne Design. Made of heavy 

enamel, it is 1 inch wide and 1.375 inches 

tall. Normally retails for $12.95. Special 
Price: $5 (no member discount). 
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new AnD reJoining MeMbers
Welcome to our new and rejoining members! 
You’ve connected with more than 10,000 like-
minded individuals, families, and businesses 
helping the association make Yosemite an even 
better place.

benefactor Members:
The Barton Family, The Boom Family, Jim & 
Barbara Pitblado 

Patron Members:
Karen Jo Miles, Megan Lillian More, Lloyd 
Runyan 

sustaining Members:
Bob & Carmen Anne Delano, Margo & Jim 
Duffy, John Howard, Tom Morehouse, Judy 
Reilly, Ed Stevens, A. Turhollow & M. Perkins 

contributing Members:
Merl Ashworth, Troy Barbee, Tom Bates, Janet 
Bensick, Jack Bertges, Marguerite Bourez, Jeff 
Brown, Anne W. Brown, Jeanne Bushra, Bob 
Chaffee, Roger & Linette Collins, Dan & Kathy 
Cooley, Caitlin Curtin, Joseph Davis, Susan 
Depolo, Janet Dixon, The Du Pont Family, 
Kristine Erving, Joan Evans, Gary W. & Peggy S. 
Fout, Richard Griffith, Beverly & Mark Hall, Jim 
& Mary Hamilton, Shirley Joe, Albert Kennel, 
John & Rita Lawson, Dr. & Mrs. R. Hewlett Lee, 
Mark McDonald, David McGinness, Barbara 
& Tom McKittrick, Carl Oberg, Frank Pajerski, 
Michael Radigan, Jim & Lori Richardson, 
Robert Rose, Linda Sanders, Barbara F. 
Schneider, Ron & Kate Scott, Susanne & Steve 
Shepard, Diane Sickmen, James C. Skelton, 
Carl Stankwitz, Hilda Stengard, Karen Sutton, 
Richard & Sally Tuttle, Lynn & Frank Ubhaus, 
Dorothy & Dan Votaw, John & Amy Warden, 
Albert & Sandra Way, Ela Wehrman, Sallie & Jay 
Whaley, Diane White, Richard & Billie Wiebe, 
Leslie Young 

supporting Members:
David & Betsy Anstrand, Cynthia Bates, Carrie 
Bennert, Gordon & Maureen Boroditsky, 
Susan Brown, Todd Brownell, Jack & Julee 
Cade, William Carpenter, Marcia Chapman, 
Jennifer Clark, Bruce Clark, Jim & Valerie Craft, 
Eleanor Crary, Samuel & Sharee Cutler, James 
& Pamela Doman, Barbara Fagnano, Julia Fone, 
Angela Gettle, Susan Gutkind, David Guzzetta 
& Carolyn Auker, Diane Hamilton, Russ 
Handsman & Saundra Hall, Sue & Jack Hansen, 
Dana & Nancy Hanson, Theresa Helm, L. Hill, 
Gary J. Hinze, Daniel Hurst, Chris Jensen, Ruth 
Johnston, Paul Jones, Sarah Kevin, Marjorie 
A. Kirk, Terry Kulka, Kathleen Landry, Christy 
Lemaster & Thalia Ferry, Marilyn Lingenfelder, 
Socorro & Joe Litehiser, John Luikart, Nora 
Magnusen, Philip & Carmen Martin, James & 
China Meier, Eric & Marlene Moon, Lee Ann 
Mullins, Mr. & Mrs. William Neuman, Dennis 
Peitzel, James Peterson, John C. Peto, Cliff & 
Diane Phillips, Charles Pribbernow, Pamela 
Putman, Laura Ranks, J. Renner, Joe Robinson, 
Richard & Meg Rodgers, Arthur J. Rubinsteen, 
M. Ruyak & Lisa Travis, Iona Scapple, Joanna 
Schwend, Sheldon Siegel, Charles & Louise 
Silverberg, Loren & Karen Snider, Joanne 
Sobel, Susan Sommer & D. Sporleder, The 
Stecher Family, Sandra Sternberg, Mark Stoess, 
Rena Taguchi & David Vail, Dave Terry, John 
Tompkins, Sharla Tracy, Sherry Trochta, David 

Vaughn, Carol Voneida, Norman & Diane 
Wagner, C. Wampole & C. Mealy-Wampole, Ian 
Watson, John & Irma Watt, Robin Weber, Grace 
Weisser, Rosemarie West, Michelle Whizin, Jim 
Wiens, Richard Wilson, Phyllis Wilson & Ed 
Heithaus, Margaret Croghan Wolcott, Donald 
Yetkow 

Joint/family Members:
S. Adnepos & Kevin O’Malley, Audrey & Joe 
Alonis, Barbara Amador, Doug & Diane Ames, 
James Andersen, Bart & Paula Anderson, 
Maryann Armbrust, Daniel & Elsie Atkinson, 
Ed Attix, Eric Baron, Eric & Pamela Barr, Mary 
& Jonathan Bayless, Susan Becker, The Beeson 
Family, Richard Berger, Ken & Gina Bissmeyer, 
Heidi & Don Blumenthal, Susan Boone, Peter 
J. & Susan C. Bradley, Helen Brady, Morris & 
Martha Brooks, Megyn & Steve Brooks, Don 
& Linda Brooks, Jim Brown & Ann Carbera, 
Raymond Bukaty, Jeff & Heather Burror, Louise 
Burton & Roger Mateo, The Butler Family, 
Biff Butter, Tina Callisto & Shawn Holden, 
Robert Carloni, Jeff Chamberlain, William 
Chamberlain, William & Anna Chan, Larry & 
Judi Chandler, The Chapin Family, Dale Choy 
& Jenny Gee, Jerry Cimmet, Harry & Margaret 
Clos, Brian Clark Cole, Nanci Coleman & Gary 
Carlson, Jack & Gay Conner, Tom & Christina 
Cunningham, Elizabeth Daerr, Anthony 
DeCrappeo, Verda Delp, Tom Denune & 
Teresa Long, Buzz DeVore, Ken Dexter, Glenda 
Dortch & Heidi Russell, Chris & Jenice Dryer, 
Henry Bright Dunlap, Eley, Richard Elkus, 
James Emerson, Mark & Linda Evans, Astrid 
& Lyle Fann, Maria Farrar, Jeff Felex, Kevin 
Fisher, Larry Fitzgerald, Michael Fouch, Jon 
Fouch, Peter Francev & Jennifer Hess, Jim & 
Nori Francis, Jerry & Helen Franklin, Anthony 
& Teresa Freitas, Jerry & Carol Fueslein & 
Arechiga, Michael & Mary Gainey, Mavis 
Gallenson & Richard Berg, Thomas Gardner, 
Michael Gary, Steven & Kristina Gee, R. Bruce 
Germond, Steve & Nancy Ginther, Stephen 
Gold, Dominic Gomez, P. Goodman & R. 
Thorgemsdotir, Keith & Jean Gorrindo, Heather 
Govindasamy, Steve Gowdy, Robin & Ada Grace, 
The Greenwood Family, Lee Grisham & Kim 
Athearn, Todd & Susan Guild, Noll Gurwell, 
Linda Hall, Louise Hallberg, Steven Hansen, 
Johnny Harper, Ron Harrington, Linda C. 
Harris & Diana White, Ed Hattyar & Lianne 
Araki, Kenneth Hill, Rebecca Hilty, Ben Hirsch, 
Ron & Lynn Hodges, The Stuart Holloways, 
Sharon Humphrey, Susan Huntington, Koral 
& Suzanne Ilgun, Carolyn Ingle-Price, William 
Jackson, Donald Johnson, Damaris Johnson, 
Brent & Veronica Johnson, Cecil Johnson, David 
Joslyn, Alta Kavanaugh, N. Kawakita & D. Tom, 
Scott & Martha Kehl, Anthony Kent, Martin 
Knedel, Julie Knodler, Meg Kobe, Louis Krasny, 
William & Linda Kreisher, Krueger Boys, Albert 
& Lois Laatsch, Langesen, Joan Leavitt, David 
Lehmann, Carolyn Lewis, George & Michele 
Liby, David & Bernice Lifton, Marsha Love, 
David & Jackie Lowenberg, Richard Luebke, 
Phyllis Lun, Douglas & Brenda MacGregor, 
Claudia Mackey, Mary Mahon-Fordis & S. 
Fordis, Art Mamis, Brian Manning, Kristen 
Marinovic, Hedwig E. Martin, Adriad & 
Terry Mathias, Patricia & Ashley McDermott, 
Russell McElroy, Karen & Robert McFadden, 
McGhee Family, Patricia McLaughlin, John P. 

McNamara, Susan Mearns, Jeff & Eva Meckler, 
Jim & Charlene Meenan, Mrugendra & Jennifer 
Mehta, Catriona Meney & David Wiley, Debbie 
Mier, Craig Miller, Cheri Miller, Dean Miller, 
Mark & Luisa Millicent, Molly & Michael 
Mojher, Dennis & Linda Moreno, Richard 
& Debbie Morris, Neil & Christine Mortine, 
Mary Mullen, Frank Mulligan, Valerie Murphy, 
Joanna Murray, Debbi Nakahara, Amy Neches 
& L. Grady, Timothy Nemanich, Grace Neurath, 
Heather Nichols, John Norberg, Mr. & Mrs. 
Kenneth Nordheim, Peter Normann, Sally 
Owens, John Paganelli, Tom & Ursula Parker, 
The Pate Family, Bonnie Pearlman, Steve & 
Jeanette Peavler, Miriam & Doug Perry, John 
Petrouski, Edward Philipp, Barbara & George 
Phinney, Phyllis & Don Ray Pierce, Phyllis & 
Ed Podrebarac, Rachel & Sydney Pollard, John 
Pollard, Steve & Patty Poulo, Anne Ragsdale, 
Kay Ramos, David & Kay Randall, Jeffrey & 
Lauren Rips, Alicia Robb & Mark Dorns, Forrest 
& Susan Robertson, Bruce & Debra Roen, 
Lorene Romero & Gayle Walz, Christine Rucker 
& Paul Cervenka, Kathy Rutter & Shawn Firth, 
Olga & Bud Ryerson, Mark & Merry Saifer, Julie 
Sakowski, Antonia Salzman, Marianne & Barry 
Sanner, Lee Sarty, Kelli & Richard Saufnauer, 
Lloyd & Juanita Sawchuk, Glenn Allen Scott & 
Anne Brower, Jason Sexton, Emily & Kris Shaul, 
Carole Shawver & John McCarthy, Marty & 
Alison Shively, Marylee Siegle, Michael Small, 
Popie Stafford, Moira Stanish, Tom & Joan 
Steskal, Robert Stetson, Marge & Phil Stock, 
Barbara Takei & Y. Himel, Donald Taylor, 
Geoffrey & Marta Taylor, Wayne & Susan 
Taylor, Gwen & Chris Temple, R. W. Templeton, 
Charles Thomas, Don & Jan Thompson, Tim 
& Cammy Torgenrud, Linda & David Toy, 
Richard Tughman, John Tynes, Paget Valentzas 
& Ingrid Kreis, Jim & Nancy VanTassel, Sue 
Vinella-Brusher, Lee & Kathy Walkowsky 
Family, Elmer Wasson, Conrad Webb, Erik & 
Leigh Westerlund, Mark & Trina Wetters, Nancy 
Weynand, Robert White, Caleb Wilkinson, 
Mr. & Mrs. F. J. Wilson, Jereld & Carol Moen 
Wing, Michael Wolf, The Wood Family, Dennis 
Woodruff & Carol KIng, Elizabeth Yacubian, 
Eddie & Doreen Yates, Carl York, Kuo Liang Yu 

individual Members:
Dean Ahlberg, Elaine Alexander, Karen & Paul 
Amstutz, Wallace Anker, Rhoda Aquirre, Wendy 
Arthurs, Bethany Baker, Roberta Barajas, Annie 
Barrett Cashner, Jean Beal, Dawn Bernier, 
Lynn Beveridge, James Bias, Linda Bishop, 
Jerry Black, Betty Black, Caroline Bloss, Steve 
Bond, Daniel Borgstadt, Henry Bowles, John E. 
Boynton, Elizabeth Brick, Beverly Brightwell, 
Carol Brody, Donald Browne, Kim Burton, Niki 
Butcher, Rumi Abdul Cader, Robert Caughron, 
Michael Caughron, Everett Chandler, Bowman 
Ching, Phyllis Chutuk, Arthur Clarke, Jane 
Clarke, Frances Collier, Alison Colwell, Robert 
& Helen Conlan, Carolyn Corn, Valla R. 
Cowan, Jananne Cralle, Barbara Cromer, Linda 
Dalton, Eugene Danaher, Lisa Davidson, Nancy 
DeForest, Harriet Devers, Kelly Di Grazia, 
Eileen Dolmage, Maureen Donahue, Margherita 
Donatoni, Giannina Donatoni, Steven 
Eigenberg, Donald Elario, Donald Endicott, 
Avi Engel, Claire Englander, Robert Fallat, 
Robert & Amy Finkel, Don Fischer, Sharon 
Fisher, Tom Flora, Jack Floyd, Petra Foerster, 

N e w  M e M b e r s  A N d  r e C e N t  d o N A t i o N s
enrollMents AnD gifts ProcesseD between october 1, 2005 AnD JAnuArY 3, 2006
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Todd Fogle, Michael Forrest, Deborah Foss, Janet 
Fox, Scott Franssen, Marcia Freedman, Kazuya 
Fujita, Dee Garrett, Tony Gee, Ronald Gerecht, 
Paul Gessler Family, Mary Jane Gibson, Lori 
Grant, Dan Graydon, Caitlin Griffin, Lois Grimes, 
Carl Grunsky, John Hall, John Hallvik, Robert 
E. Hansen, Mark Hansen, Beverly W. Harris, 
Harold Hayman, Wendy Helberg, Dan Higashi, 
Grace Higson, Jonna G. Hill, Daniella Hirschfeld, 
Barbara L. Holloway, Chris Hornibrook, Russell 
Hudson, Laura Huisinga, Charles Hulmes, Shirley 
Imsand, Paul Irwin, Shirley Israelsky, Pauline 
Jimenez, Shirley Johnson, Lorraine Johnson, 
Gail Kaneshiro, Arlene Kara, Paige Marie Ketner, 
Patrick Kilgore, Jan Klinefelter, Jeff Kmetz, Kelly 
Kobayashi, Janice Kolberg, Sarah Korda, Michael 
Kundert, Donald La Hann, Jeff Lahr, Charles 
Lammers, Kathy Langley, Dave Lederle, Kenneth 
Lee, Leonard Lloyd, David Lorenzetti, Mary 
Lorey, Douglas Lortsher, Steve Lucero, Gary & 
Gale Lundberg, Tobi Lytle, Robert MacDonald, 
Khursheed Mama, Jeff Manson, Katherine Martin, 
Jon Martin, Janice Martin, Kris Martinovich, 
Judy Mason, Douglas & Joyce Matthews, Heather 
Mauck, Lucy Mauldon, Steven McCollom, Deb 
McInny, Mary McKay, Jane McNabb, Valerie 
Mersh, Amy Meyer, Anne Meyer, Jim Meyer, 
Anastasia Micheals, Terry Mikula, Chris Miller, 
Leslie Mitchell, Emiko Moffitt, Carol Moller, 
Ryan Robert Moore, Alexis Anne Moore, Michael 
Morton, Gordon Murray, Dorothy Myers, Shin 
Nakazawa, Newman Nelson, John Nevin, Rosalie 
Niehaus, Maria Nunez, Michele Oldman, Lindsay 
Olsen, Nancy Ornee, Leni Papatestas, James Park, 
Michael Patterson, James & Michelle Pelech, 
Ralph Penfield, Vahe Peroomian, Debra Pierce, 
Susanna Piper, Chris Pithan, Erica Posner, Susan 
Preus, Mr. & Mrs. Gladyn Putt, Audrey Pyatt, 
Melissa Qualle, Edward Raccio, Michelle Radcliffe, 
Alvin Reece, Andrew & Kathryn Reed, Rick 
Reeves, Henry Reges, Mark & Anke Rice, Sarah 
Rice, Gladys Riggle, Drena Robinson, Tom Ronay, 
Lucy & Andy Rosenberg, Thomas Rossi, Eileen 
Rowswell, David Russell, Ferne Sadtler, Cynthia 
& Tom Sandler, Barbara & Peter Sapienza, Peter 
and Randi Schmidt, Ed Schmolzel, Dianne Sedlar, 
Gabriel Seifert, Randy Shannahan, Sandy Shenk, 
Kim Shively, Ellen Siebern, Nancy Rietzke Silver, 
Patricia Skogland, Nancy Sluiter, Keith Smith, 
Julie Smith, Steve Smith, Gail Solomon, Michelle 
& Bill Sooy, Joyce Starrett, Maxine Stein, Kent 
Strong, Laurie Stuart, Mark Sutherlin, Virginia 
Tallman, Dennis Teitzel, A J Tescione, Shirlee 
Thorne, Lori Toland, Ruby Tytran, Wesley Vail, 
Larry Van Valkenburem, Vivian Vanlier, Stephen 
Vannier, Darlene Velicki, Barbara Verkozen, 
Dennis Waespi, Kevin Waldeck, Stefanie Walker, 
Derek Watry, John Webster, Robert Wedekind, 
Carolyn Weisman, Kathryn Welch, Betty Williams, 
Marilyn Williams, Shirlee Wolf, Stefan Yohe, 
Barbara Yorganjian, Katy Young-Lee, Diane Zanca 

international Members:
Angela Bodley, Jakob Gunnarsson, Bianka 
Hadatsch, Hiroaki Ichihashi, Mitsuhiro Kikuchi, 
Taklashi Kitai, Laurel Luehkeman, Neil McShane, 
Stephanie Mills, Giles Norman, Mark Poisson, 
Takashi Saito, Akiyo Tanabe, Rob Taylor, Joseba 
Usubiaga, Sandra Weston, Chris Wood, Caroline 
Workman 

MeMbers who hAve reneweD 
At A higher level
We thank the following members, who by recently 
upgrading their membership level, have enhanced 
our ability to provide key educational and other 
programs in Yosemite.

Patron Members:
Michael Berger, Patricia Kirk 

sustaining Members:
Pete Arnaudo, Tom & Betty Bissell, Dave & Lara 
Daetz, John De Rouen, Janie Estep, Leslie & 
Sandeep Gupta, Sara Harrington, Peter Hoss, 
Mark & Bonnie Hudak, Janice Ikeda & Gary 
Anderson, Robert Jansen, Randall Kaufmann, 
Aaron, Leslie, Rachel & Shira Kern, Darrell & 
Marilynn Manderscheid, Kathy Mitchell, James 
Robinson, Tom Wendel & Jules Ditirro, Ashley & 
Ivy White, Stefan & Tess Williams 

contributing Members:
Barbara & Marcus Aaron, Dinah Bear, Bonnie 
Bunker, Ed Bussa, Mort & Jan Cohen, George 
Dies, Kim Dines, Mary Edwards, Robert Finch, 
Linda Franz, Ann Franzen-Roha, Norman Garrick 
& James Hanley, Harrison Gill, Marshall & Linda 
Glenn, Roger & Connie Graeber, Maggie Granero, 
D. & C. Hartesveldt, William & Norma Hollowell, 
Rita & Stanley Jacques, Joerg Kaduk & Susanne 
Hoche, James Kauffman & Lucy Baw, K. Kearney 
& J. Grube, Ronald & Jean Kiser, John & Susan 
Knapp, Barbara McBroom, Roberta McCoy, 
Joseph R. Mixer, Lucy Narr, Deborah & Ted 
Nitasaka, Dave Olson, David Paul, John L & Elrose 
B. Pearson Trust, Robert Peck, Lois S. Rainwater, 
Anne-Jeannette Rankin, Charles Rennie & T. 
Nakashima, Renee Rivera, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Robles, 
Kevin Sawchuk, Paul Schaich & Irene Jones, Jackie 
& Bob Scheibel, Jerry Smith, Leslie Strayer, Jay 
Taylor & Judith Pifer, Pam Vandercook, Jacqueline 
& David Wade, Dick Wiesner, Janice Wimberly, 
Stephen Yeatman & Janet King 

supporting Members:
Jon Ahnberg, Laura Andresen, Don & Jean 
Arndt, Stuart Bacon, Pamela Barker, Jim Bauder 
& Betsy Massie, Mony Bauer, Michael Beckage, 
Bob Bickers, Joe & Joan Boodman, Gary & 
Laura Cardin, John W. Carson, Alan Clendenen, 
Robert Cormack, Pamela & Wayne Cowens, 
Leslie Davidson, Thomas H. Dykeman, David 
Eichorn & Jeanette Larsen, Glen & Dorothy 
Elfers, Lynn Ferrin, Ruth Fischbacher, Michael 
Forshee, Susan & Ray Gaitan, Vicki Groff, Richard 
J. Hall, William & Linda Harris, P. Henshaw & 
H. Harper, Charleen S. Holder, Kenneth Horton, 
Bonnie Hummel, Joan & Robert Jack, John Muir 
Center, June Jones, Tom Kahl, Ron Kirby, Len 
& Mary Kuhn, Robert Marshall, Marty Martin 
& Family, Amy & Jack McKittrick, Malcolm 
McLeod, Barbara Moberley, Susan Munson & 
Wanda McCargar, Rick Nelson, Frank Olvera, 
Dale Peterson, Kent & Leslie Pettey, Suzan Polzine, 
Andrea Rematore, Suzanne Reynolds, Nancy 
Reynolds, Jim Roche, Sylvia Rose, Mr. & Mrs. 
Lawrence Rosenblum, Behnan Rostami, Robert & 
Karen Serrett, Mark Sicner, Richard Spangler, Ken 
& Sheri Stutzman, Linda Tindall, Frank & Mary 
Ann Tortorich, Rod Viens & Carolyn Sprague, 
Larry Wydro, Thomas & Jeanne Marie Yohe 

AnnuAl cAMPAign DonAtions
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the donors 
who have recently responded to our goal to raise 
$105,000 in 2005 to help us expand our volunteer 
programs, as well as to deliver the many other edu-
cational programs an services we provide that pro-
mote stewardship of Yosemite National Park. Our 
success depends on you!

$1,000 or more
Thomas J. Alexander, Susan Anstrand, Carol 
Luksemburg, Steven & Kim Rizzuto, Robert 
Stephens, James F. Wagner, Bill Wissell 

$250 to $999
Robert Abrams, Susanah Aguilera, Rodney & 
Gayle Baker, Mauro Botta, Jan Breidenbach, Mr. 
& Mrs. Thomas Callan, John & Patricia Carbone, 
Wm. & Nancy Cleary, Dr. & Mrs. D. Decristofaro, 
Paul & Joan DuBow, Carl Feldman, Fred Fisher 
& Joe Lattuada, Rosemary & Doug Gamblin, 
John & Carol Garand, Ann L. Hardeman, Susan 
Hillyard, Gary Holland, James & Sandra Holst, 
John Howard, Anthony Janelli, William & Nancy 
Jones, Patricia Jones, Eric & “E” Juline, James 
Kaiser, Eugene Kodani, Young Geun Lee, Robert 
& Shirley McConnell, Mike Nicholson & A.B. 
Jefferson, Steve and Elizabeth O’Brien, Erwin 
Ordeman, B. Ostrander & J. Johnson, Barbara 
Renshaw, Denis Rice, John Rowe, Gordon 
Seligson & David White, Warren Sinsheimer, 
Anita Staubach & Gary Vogt, John Staudinger 
& Debra Morrison, Ken & Lynn Stutz, Sandra & 
Ted Surber, Keith & Judy Swayne, Barbara Tucker, 
Peter & Virginia Van Kuran, John Wagner, Mary & 
Robert Wasik, Mary L. Watt 

$100 to $249
Christine Angeles, Claude & Patricia Anger, Bob 
Baer, Stan Barnes, Gary & Katalin Bassett, Michael 
& Jacquelin Baugh, Linda B. Bender, Claude & 
Carol Benedix, Mike & Jan Bigelow, Griffin & 
Penny Bloodhart, Barbara L. Boucke, David & 
Mary Brick, Doris Brown, Elaine Burn, Joseph 
Cain, Mary Ciotti, William Cornell, Audrey & Bob 
Cowan, Doug & Eloise Gobin Crary, Madeline 
Cripe, F. W. Cropp, Glen & Ginny Cureton, 
Bill Currie, Dr. & Mrs. Ron Dalzell, William 
Danielson, Tony DeMaio, Paul Devereaux, John 
T. Dill, Herb & Doralee Dohnel, Mark Dowling, 
Dempster & Sylvia Drowley, David Duncan, 
La Verne & Mary Eng, James Erbes, Marcia C. 
Faulkner, Pamela D. Flynn, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 
W. Foote, Flossie Fowlkes, Rex & Rita Gardiner, 
Yvonne Gaydon, Harrison Gill, Lowell Glover, 
Seth Goldsmith, Wayne & Zoe Grossman, Linda 
Hackler, John Halbur, Ron & Joan Hare, Doug 
Harnsberger, Anne & Perry Harris, Mary Beth 
Hennessy, Mark & Cindy Hoffman, Michael 
Hogan, Christy & Charles Holloway, Heidi 
Hopkins, Peter Hoss, David Hough, Doug & Fran 
Hubbard, Michael Huffer, Fred W. Hull, John 
Hynes, IBM International Foundation, Preston 
& Beverley James, Ken & Janet Johnson, Andrew 
& Christine Johnston, Ann Jorgensen, Linda 
& Kent Kaiser, Michael Kane, James P. Kenney, 
Alice & Richard Kulka, Mr. & Mrs. Louis Lanzer 
& Elizabeth Lanzer, Philip Lathrap, Janice & Bill 
Lellis, Mr. & Mrs. Dave Luders, Walter C. Lusk, 
Victor & Patricia Macko, Jay & Susan Mandell, 
Jimmy Marmack, Don McCarthy, Hugh & Debbie 
McDevitt, Rich Meiklejohn, Karen Merritt, John 
Merten, Charlynne & John Murphy, Andrew 
Naegeli, John & Irva Neff, Roger Nelson, John & 
Connie Nielsen, Thomas G. & Zita D. Nielsen, 
William R. Normark, Bill & Linda Northway, 
Carey Olson, Joann M. Orovitz, Diana D. & Noel 
E. Park, William & Deborah Patrick, Larry Patten, 
Rebecca Patton, Jacquelin Perry, Bev Phillips, Beth 
Pratt, John & Stephanie Reimer, Laurel Rematore, 
Carol & Barry Richlin, Elizabeth Roemer, James 
Ross, Susan Russell, Mark & Merry Saifer, Mr. & 
Mrs. A. J. Sarment, Donald L. Schaafsma, Patricia 
Schulz, Alan B. & Ruth W. Scott, Kandis Scott, 
Brenda & Warren Seek, Dr. Elliot Shubin, David 
Slater, Cheri Smith, Helene & Bill Spencer, Ken 
& Pat Stackhouse, Bruce & Teresa Steele, Judy 
& Mark Stockwell, Michael & Patricia Stubbs, 
Robert F. Sullivan, Rod & Connie Swanson, UBS 
Foundation, Julia Wada, John & Laura Wade, 
Nancy K. Waki, Nancy Walters, Cornelia B. 
Wattley, Elizabeth Weston, R. M. White, Mrs. A. 
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Witter, Dr. Chuck & Marian Woessner, Paulette & 
Herbert Zebrack 

up to $99
Jae Abel, Michael Adams, Laura Agakanian, 
Madeleine Alder, Stan & Nancy Aldrich, Donald 
Allari, Irene Andersen, Candi Anderson, Dan 
Anderson, anonymous, Marilyn & Bob Aston, 
Ron & Virginia Atkinson, Eugene & Lois Ballock, 
Dorothea Bamford, Adrienne Bass, Philip Bates, 
Alan & Janet Baumann, Diane Beach, Deanne 
Beard, Robert N. Beck, Darla & Bryce Beck, 
Troy Bellomy, Robert Berghaier, David Beymer, 
Josh Bigelow & Patricia Jones, James & Linda 
Bily, Robert & Virginia Blewett, Miriam & Leon 
Bloomberg, Claire Boddy, Charles Bond, Marjorie 
Boyle, Marek & Frances Bozdech, Bonnie, Evan 
& Chad Bradbury, Ann & John Brinker, Richard 
Briscoe, Edwin & Claire Brown, Joan & Harold 
Brownstein, Nathaniel & Gloryanne Bryant, 
The Campbells, Debbie Caudill, Ronald D. 
Chandler, Ron & Fran Chilcote, Carl & Anne 
Christensen, Jean Cinader, Alan S. Cleland, 
Vahl & Pamela Clemensen, Clouds Rest Cabin, 
Steven Collier, Robert L. Coon, Maxine Cottrill, 
Barbara Creighton, Jim Creighton, Richard 
Cropper, Sylvia Darr, William Davis, Herbert 
and Margaret De Staebler, Deb Dotters, Mr. & 
Mrs. Ronald Douglass, Judy Dowdy, Mary L. 
Dubbs, J. Calvin Duncan, Francesca Eastman, 
Robert Erdmann, Mr. & Mrs. John Erickson, 
Dennis Escola, Glynis Evans, Beth Fennell, Paul 
Fernandez & Helen Harris, Dayme Fitzpatrick, 
Bob Fletcher, Cyndy Flores & Pat van Mullem, 
Eliot Folickman, Cynthia Fong, Marlene Frankiel, 
Edith Freeman, Archer Futch, Robert Gale, 
Pat Garner, Neil Gehrels, Sharon Ghere, Stan 
Goodman, Susan Greef, Stephen Gregory, Arnold 
A. Grossman, Jack Gyer, Peter Hagon, Robert 
A. Haight, Kerry Hamana, Tim & Sue Hamill, 
Ellen & Dan Hartford, Tom Hebrank, Kenneth 
Heilshorn, William & Claudia Heinlein, Norman 
Hill, Mary & Dick Hobson, Don Hockensmith, 
William & Bonnie Hodge, Hollister-Binker 
Family, John Holloway, Russell Hora, Katherine 
Horikoshi, Arch Horst, Isabelle Hunter, Monte & 
Beth Ikemire, Roger Ikert & Katie McRae, Wayne 
Isaeff, Freddie Jordan, Jacklyn Joyo, Susan Kanfer, 
Bruce & Adair Kelly, Robert & Fay Kennedy, 
Robert A. Kerr, Kieserman Family, Kenneth E. 
Kimiecik, Lynne Kirk, Robert Knepper, Mary 
Jo Knipe Family, Paul & Suzanne Koehl, Sam 
Konyn, Charles Krueger & Mildred Krueger, 
Mike & Katherine Kunz, Robert Kutner, Leota 
Kuzma, Mrs. Robert J Lapham, Steve & Teri 
Laugenour, George Leal, Rich Leamon, Russell 
Lee, Robert & Pat Lindquist, Targe Lindsay, Mary 
Linton, R. Burton Litton, Andrea Lyman, Esther 
Magee, Joanne Mandel, Paul Mann & Jennifer 
Corey, Sharon Marangoni, Keith Marks, Thomas 
Marrs, Phillip Marsden, Rick & Pat Mason, Ford 
Mastick, Robert S. & Loretta Mateik, Donna 
Mather, Kenneth H. & Doris McClain, Roger 
McCluney, Allen & Laureen McGowan, Shannon 
McNeely, Robert Medearis, Harry Meyer, Martha 
Miller, Macky Miller, Nadene Minear, Michael E. 
Mitelman, Stewart & Gerrie Mohr, Gene Momyer, 
Shirley Morano, Ric Munds, Mike & Susan Muse, 
Johanna Olson, Jean Olson, Hilarie Orman, Dan 
Parr, Leslie Pedrioli, Linda K. Persson, Mr. & Mrs. 
John H. Pfautz, Susan Phillips, Jack Phinney, Edw. 
J. Polainer, Sandra Polk, Nancy & Larry Pollard, 
Lori Provo, Gloria Raffo, Betty Jane Rank, Nancy 
Ransom, Gizella & Gary Raymond, Douglas & 
Alma Raymond, George Reams, John Reger, 
David Rhodes, Professor Nicholas Robinson, Phila 
Rogers, Steve Roper, Naomi Rosen, George & 
Claudie Ruby, Jean Ryan, Richard & Doris Ryon, 
G. M. Sain, Lorene Sakamoto, Jolin Salazar-Kish, 

Gordon Salter, Stephen Salveter, Janice Sandy, 
William & Jeanne Sanford, Richard L. Schadt, 
Tom & Lynn Schaefer, Anthony D. Schilling, 
Laverne Schnare, Janet & Charles Seim, Richard 
Shavelson, David Shipnuk, Peter Simmons, Edith 
Simonson, Peggy Simpson, Chris Sloan, Frank 
& Lark Smith, Marie B. Smith, James Snitzer, 
James Snyder, John Squeri, Patricia & Martin 
St.John, Tess & Jud Stevens, S. O. & Helga Strong, 
Sunset Inn/The Nickells, Jeffrey Tipton, Garth 
Tissol, Sandra Tonstad, Margery Trevorrow, 
Chuang Chuang Tsai, Cynthia Ulman, Beverly & 
Earl Underwood, Robert Vestal, Timothy & Pat 
Vickers, Verle Waters, Jim Watters, Julius & Ruth 
Weigh, Kathy & Jon Weiner, Charles Weinstein, 
Robin Weiss & Mark Leeper, Janet Westbrook, 
Suzanne C. & Stephen Whitaker, Noel Wickham, 
Howard Winsauer, Jeff Wolk, George Wright, 
Kenneth Wurtemberg, Cathy Yatch, Steve & Helen 
Yates, Keith Young, Irwin D. Zim 

recent generAl DonAtions
We thank the following generous donors for their 
gifts, which will allow us to continue to offer our 
vital educational programs and services in Yosemite.

$1,000 or more
American Park Network, Ardea Fund, Mr. & Mrs. 
H. L. Kinney, Chris & Jeff Lashmet, Jeannie Tasker

$250 to $999
Cherie Beavon, Jim & Kathy Brown, Mary Gallo, 
Shora Haydari, Marlin Kipp, L. Maynard Moe, 
John Rawlings, Chris Van Winkle 

$100 to $249
Jeanne Cooper, Edison International, Suzann 
Fassnacht, Fred Fisher & Joe Lattuada, Glenn & 
Zona Grupe, Mark & Cindy Hoffman Fund of the 
Jewish Community Foundation, Robert Johnson, 
Al & Judy Lachman, Brian McCutcheon & Family, 
Karen Mills & David Savellano, Larry Pageler & 
Katie Freeman, Carole Shawver & John McCarthy, 
Jim & Kathie Sims, Kaye Walster 

up to $99
Jacquelyn André, anonymous, Elizabeth Bade 
Bacon, David & Louise Beesley, Tony Blain, 
Thomas & Susan Brown, Rudolph Bustamante, 
Peggy Dean, Joan Edwards, Jon & Meg Enlow, 
George & Pat Farley, Cliff & Mary Lou Gardner, 
Fred and Margaret Grolle, Viora Grunewald, Steve 
Harrison, Bob & Debbie Hess, D. & D. Johansen, 
Gary, Paula, and Megan Jordan, Kathleen M. 
Kennedy, John Kodumal, Jeff Lahr, Robert 
and Wanda Leveque, Denise Matsuoka, Carol 
McCarthy, Patricia McGaa, Denise McMillan, 
Sarah McWilliams, Linnea Reames-Weimer, Jan 
Robinson, Robert H. & Jean Rupkey, Nick Simos, 
Hubert Sparks, Lothlorien Stewart, Wallace 
Umber, United Way of the Bay Area, Michael 
Whatley 

DesignAteD gifts
 For Bear Canisters: Dorothea F. Bamford, Lenore 
Barbata, Doug & Eloise Gobin Crary

For the Cooperative Student Intern Program: Kathy 
Dimont, Lennie & Mike Roberts

For the Mountain Safety Fund: Kathleen Lee, 
Gordon & Jeanne Schorr

For the Oakhurst High School Intern Program: 
Shora Haydari

For the Ostrander Lake Ski Hut: Gary & Ingrid 
Apter, Craig Dahl, Larry Myers, Leanne Schy, 
Bruce & Teresa Steele

For the Pioneer Yosemite History Center: John J. 
Clark

For the Volunteer Program: Jeff & Chris Lashmet

In-kind donations: American Park Network, 
Fernando Peñalosa, John Rawlings, Chris van 
Winkle

tribute gifts
We extend our gratitude to our donors who have 
recently made gifts to the association to mark a 
loved one’s passing or honor a special friend or occa-
sion. These contributions are a thoughtful way to 
ensure that others will enjoy the beauty and solace 
of Yosemite for years to come. 

In honor of Barbara Boucke: Joan & Harold 
Brownstein

In honor of Ricky Enlow: Jon & Meg Enlow

In honor of Bob and Audrey Inker: Patricia McGaa

In honor of Don Jordan and Jean Anderson: Gary, 
Paula, & Megan Jordan

In honor of Matt and Roxanne Molenar: Sarah 
McWilliams

For Bear Canisters in honor of Pam, Debbie & 
Richard, Shauna & Bill, Laura & Dave, Linda & 
Doug, Shannon, and Bill ‘The Younger’: Emmi & 
Dick Felberg

In honor of Dennis Wassmann and Judy Murphy: 
Thomas & Susan Brown

In honor of Gabrielle Wong-Parodi: John Kodumal

In memory of Carolyn Adams: Suzann Fassnacht

In memory of James A. Adams: Sharon Adams

In memory of David K. Beavon: Cherie Beavon

In memory of Noemi Bertola: Larry Pageler

In memory of Mr. Victor Birnberg: Al & Judy 
Lachman

In memory of Robert Borge: Fred & Margaret 
Grolle

In memory of Jeff Cobb: Steve & Donna Harrison

In memory of Paul E. Conroy: Denise McMillan

In memory of John C. Finnell: Nick Simos

In memory of Alice Freeman: Linnea & Phil 
Weimer

In memory of L. Tim Gill: Carole Shawver & John 
McCarthy

In memory of Muriel V. Hess: Bob & Debbie Hess 

In memory of Aline Kendrick: Kathleen Brown

In memory of Jon Kinney: Betsie & Herb Kinney

For Yosemite Art Center Programs in memory of 
Ben Kudo: Karen Mills & David Savellano

In memory of Ellie Nishkian: Elizabeth Bade 
Bacon, Mary J. Robinson

For the Julia Parker basket catalog in memory of 
Ellie Nishkian: Peggy Dean

In memory of Corinne O’Rourke: Jacquelyn M. 
André

In memory of Florence M. Palmer: Dr. Robert & 
Sharon Johnson

In memory of Joseph M. Patty: Dr. David Slater

In memory of Scott Smith: Kaye & Johnny Luke & 
families

In memory of Paul Spivey: Jim & Kathie Sims

In memory of Jaclyn Mae Terry: Kathleen Navarra

In memory of Jack Tullis: Jeff Lahr
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MeMber benefits
As a member of the Yosemite Association, you will enjoy  
the following benefits and much more:
•  Yosemite, the quarterly Association journal;
•  15% discount on all books, products, and tuition for 

Outdoor Adventures offered by the Association;
•  Discounts on lodging rates at properties in and around  

the park;
•  10% discount at The Ansel Adams Gallery in Yosemite 

Valley (some restrictions apply);
•  Opportunity to attend member events and to volunteer  

in the park;
•  Know that your support is helping us make a difference  

in Yosemite National Park.

When you join at one of the following levels, you  
will receive a special membership gift:

Supporting: Spirit of Yosemite, the video version of the 
award-winning park orientation film

Contributing: The Yosemite by John Muir, with photographs 
and annotations by Galen Rowell

Sustaining: Yosemite Once Removed—Portraits of the 
Backcountry, a book of photos by Claude Fiddler paired with 
essays about Yosemite’s wilderness, plus invitations to  special 
gatherings throughout the year

Patron: “Aspen Leaves and Half Dome,” a matted 11” x 14” 
color photograph by Howard Weamer, plus invitations to 
special gatherings throughout the year

Benefactor: “El Capitan,” a matted 8” x 10” Ansel Adams 
Special Edition Photograph, plus invitations to special gath-
erings throughout the year, including an elegant evening 
reception at the Ahwahnee Meadow

Join the Yosemite Association
The Yosemite Association initiates and supports 

interpretive, educational, research, scientific, and 

environmental programs in Yosemite National 

Park, in cooperation with the National Park 

Service. Authorized by Congress, the Association 

provides services and direct financial support in 

order to promote park stewardship and enrich the 

visitor experience.

  Besides publishing and selling books, maps,  

and other materials, YA operates an outdoor 

adventure program, the Yosemite Art Center, the 

bear canister rental program, and the Wilderness 

Permit Reservation system. Revenues generated 

by these activities fund a variety of National Park 

Service programs in Yosemite. 

  You can help us be successful by becoming a 

member. Individuals, families, and businesses 

throughout the country have long supported the 

Yosemite Association with their dues and partici-

pation in our programs. 

  Won’t you join us in our efforts to make 

Yosemite an even better place?

Moving?
If you are moving or have recently moved, don’t forget  
to notify us. You are a valued member of the Association, 
and we’d like to keep in touch with you.

YoseMite AssociAtion 

$35 Individual Member

$40 Joint/Family Member

$60 Supporting Member

$125 Contributing Member

$250 Sustaining Member

$500 Patron Member

$1,000 Benefactor Member

$50 International Member

Please enroll me in the Yosemite Association as a . . .

Mail to: Yosemite Association, PO Box 230, El Portal, CA 95318.  209/379-2646

Mr. Ms. Mrs. Other      

Name (please print): 

Address:

City: State/Zip:

Daytime phone number: E-mail address:

Enclosed is a check for: 

Or charge credit card #: expires:

Board of Trustees
Christina A. Holloway,  
 Chair 
Suzanne Corkins,  
  Vice Chair
Barbara Boucke,  
 Treasurer 
Keith E. Alley
Thomas E. Bowman 
Gabriella “Nené”  
 Casares
Jeani Ferrari
Phil Frank 

Gerald Haslam
Kimi Kodani Hill 
Malcolm Margolin
Lennie Roberts 
Thomas J. Shephard
Gina Tan 
Phyllis Weber
Bradley Anderholm,  
 Ex officio 
Chris Stein,  
 NPS Representative
Mike Tollefson,  
 NPS Representative

Staff
Steven P. Medley, President
Beth Pratt, Vice President & Chief Financial Officer
Pete Devine, Educational Programs Director
Laurel Rematore, Membership & Development Director
Michelle Hansen, Sales Operations Manager
Tom Arfsten, Sales Station Coordinator
Christian Barton, Sales Station Coordinator
Lou Carter, Fulfillment Coordinator
Laura Beardsley, Membership Coordinator
Nicole Brocchini, Sales Station Coordinator
Jill Harter, Bookkeeper
Holly Kuehn, Shipping/Receiving Assistant
Sharron Law, Cashier Supervisor
Denise Ludington, Cashier Assistant
Megan Pardini, Administrative Coordinator
Shelly Stephens, Sales Administrative Coordinator
Pat Wight, Buying & Distribution Coordinator


