
A JOURNAL FOR MEMBERS OF THE YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION  Spring/Summer 2009 |  Volume 71 | Number 2

2008 ANNUAL REPORTANNUAL REPORT



Dear Friends of Yosemite National Park,

As we embark on our 87th year serving Yosemite National 
Park, the Yosemite Association continues to be a vital link 
connecting people to this majestic landscape. With the 
support of our members and friends, the Association this 
past year provided nearly $2.3 million in financial aid and 
program services to the National Park Service while pro-
moting park stewardship and enriching visitor experiences. 
Approximately 84 cents of every dollar the Association 
earned was returned to Yosemite�one of the highest fig-
ures in the country for similar organizations. In carrying 
out our important mission, we interacted with more than 200,000 visitors, many of whom have described their experi-
ence in Yosemite as life-shaping.  

We are proud to be associated with Yosemite and all of the passionate people who make this place special. This annual 
report is designed to thank you for your dedication to our mission, and to showcase the many ways in which the 
Association builds on your support to enrich visitor experiences and conserve Yosemite for future generations. We all 
know Yosemite to be a magnificent landscape. Yet the real magic of Yosemite lies in the singular way it brings families 
and friends together for many great memories. The vignettes among these pages are your stories. They reveal the power-
ful connection between people and Yosemite, the Sierra Nevada and our National Parks.  

�America�s Best Idea,� Ken Burns� new documentary on our National Parks, will air starting September 27 on public 
television. Yosemite takes her due as one of the program�s stars. What you learn will make you proud and serve as a deep 
reminder of the role our parks play in preserving our national heritage. The story begins as follows: �On this vast conti-
nent with its extraordinary landscapes a democracy was born. And very early in its history people had the vision to set 
aside these heritage landscapes not for royalty, nobility or the wealthy but for everyone.� As we know, our National Parks 
embody our shared history and values and this series will connect with you in a powerful and personal way. Don�t miss it! 
 
We thank you for your continued devotion and generosity helping us share the wonders of this special place. Together, 
we are building more personal stories with connections to the natural world and Yosemite. See you in the park!

Christy Holloway, Chair, Board of Trustees David Guy, Chief Executive Officer

Cover, clockwise from upper left: Dogwood; Michael Ross conducting an Outdoor Adventure course, “The Nature of Writing Children’s 
Books”; Kolana Rock, Hetch Hetchy ; Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne. 
PHOTOS:  YOSEMITE ASSOCIATION, COURTESY OF MICHAEL ROSS, BOB CAMPAGNA, MAX EISSLER

From the Board Chair and CEO
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T he Association continues to 
operate the bookstores in 
visitor centers throughout 

Yosemite National Park under a 
cooperating agreement with the 
National Park Service. More than 
110,000 transactions with park 
visitors were conducted at our ten 
stores last year, including the Valley 
Visitor Center and the Museum 
Store, which are open year-round, 
as well as our seasonal stores at 
Tuolumne Meadows, the Wawona 
Visitor Center at Hills Studio, 
Big Oak Flat, Happy Isles Nature 
Center and Mariposa Grove. The 
Association continues to offer 
quality educational products and 
services to ensure that visitors can 
both learn about and enjoy the park. 

All proceeds are reinvested to make 
Yosemite a better place. We added 
several new products to our inven-
tory this past year, including the 
books Above All: Mount Whitney and 
California’s Highest Peaks, Luminous 
Mountains and Norman Clyde: 
Legendary Mountaineer of the Sierra 
Nevada, in addition to several inter-
active tools for park visitors. The 
Valley Visitor Center store has been 
expanded into the lobby to give a 
more spacious feel to our retail area 
and help integrate our store with the 
Park Service to better serve visitors. 
In partnership with the Yosemite 
Fund and NPS, the Association con-
verted the Happy Isles Nature Center 

into the Junior Ranger Center, which 
features educational books and 
products for families and children. 
All of our products are also available 
on our newly redesigned website, 
www.yosemite.org.   

Bookstores and Junior Ranger Center Expand
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In 2008, the Association increased both revenue and 
participation in its education programs, with the most 
significant growth being in Custom Adventures.  
In numerical terms, we have much to be pleased with. 

The Association�s education programs connected with 
3,600 people last year. We enrolled 570 people in our field 
institute program, the Yosemite Outdoor Adventures.  
Association naturalists led 770 people on a Custom 
Adventure; almost half of these visitors came to us through 
our new relationship with the highly regarded Backroads 
travel company.  Our walk-in Naturalist Walks in Yosemite 
Valley gave hundreds of people closer looks at Yosemite�s 
birds and waterfalls, and the Yosemite Art and Education 
Center hosted 2,000 people in its free art classes.  

We tried to touch on all of the park�s interpretive 
themes in our courses and spontaneous programs.  The 
year started off well with an article in Sunset magazine 
boosting enrollments in our winter snowshoe natural 
history courses.  Other popular Outdoor Adventures 
included Lucy Parker�s Miwok-Paiute basketry course, the 
incredible natural history program taught by Jack Laws 

and David Lukas, and Jeff Maurer�s raptor seminar.  We 
were pleased to conduct our first �A Park for All People� 
field seminar series: four courses that bring to light 
Yosemite�s American Indian, Latino, Chinese and African-
American heritage.  

Our plans to conduct a trip to visit Yosemite�s two 
sister parks in China made solid progress.  In January, 
Yosemite hosted a month-long visit by two personnel 
from Huangshan National Park that provided us with 
valuable connections. I had a chance to visit both Chinese 
parks last fall and was astonished at what I found: deep 
history amid profoundly beautiful mountains.  People 
who love Yosemite need to see these parks.  

The ten students who participated in UC Merced�s 
Yosemite Leadership Program internships brought great 
energy to their work. They were assigned to tasks in 
interpretation, invasive plant management, air quality 
monitoring, search and rescue, archeology and wilder-
ness functions.  We look forward to continued growth in 
this program thanks to help from the Yosemite Fund and 
Toyota U.S.A.

Connecting to Yosemite through Education Programs
PETE DEVINE   EDUCATION COORDINATOR

TODD KING   RETAIL DIRECTOR

Inspired Stewardship

Helping visitors at the Valley Visitor 
Center Bookstore.
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Munjoat Singh Hothi may sound a little funny 
here in America, but it is a common name for 
boys in India. That�s my name, although I go by 

my nickname of Money, and India is where my parents 
were born and raised. As for me, I was born and raised in 
Lodi, California, after my parents married and chose to 
move to the States to start the rest of their lives together 
in the land of opportunities. Fast forward two decades, 
and I�m dribbling two basketballs, one in each hand, up 
the hill road at UC Merced to get to my morning class. 
A guy dressed in a funny uniform walks up from behind 
and starts a conversation with me. He introduces him-
self as Harry and at some point manages to sneak into 
my heart a burning desire to spend an entire summer in 
Yosemite National Park.

I haven�t stopped talking since I�ve been in the park, 
and that�s because my job doesn�t really allow me to. I�m 
in the field of interpretation, and I�m only partly kid-
ding. The majority of my job description is answering 
visitors� questions, and what visitor doesn�t always have 
some questions in their mind? Another part of my job is 
preparing and giving a one-hour Junior Ranger program 
as a fun way to educate aspiring kids and their parents 

about the park. I do two of these programs a week. The 
rest of my work time I�m in the Visitor Center or walking 
around answering visitors� questions. The Visitor Center 
is usually very busy, but it never gets tough or old. It�s hot 
outside, and there�s an AC in the VC, so that�s a plus. Not 
to mention, people from all walks of life come here so 
there�s something to learn every day. 

There�s nothing in the job description that says you 
can�t ask the visitor a question so I do so. I talked to one 
man yesterday with tattoos all over his body. I was fasci-
nated as he walked me through the meaning of each one. 
When not asking questions, I�m answering visitor ques-
tions. To be able to do so, I obviously must be educated 
about the park. A handful of books were loaned to us at 
the beginning of summer. Also, the first three weeks were 
training. On one training day, all of us interns drove up to 
Glacier Point and listened to a Park Ranger yell at the top 
of his lungs �Let the fire fall!!!� He was telling the story of 
half a century ago when people would gather wood and 
start a fire at the top of Glacier Point every night. They 
would then �let the fire fall!� down the mountainside 
towards the valley meadow where thousands gathered to 
observe the spectacle. 

Long story short, learning is fun in Yosemite. I love it 
here. I�ve talked to so many people about so many differ-
ent topics. I now look at life a lot differently. In the past 
I�ve taken it seriously, but I just want to enjoy the rest of 
it. This was a great getaway. It wasn�t a job; it was a vaca-
tion and I got paid! I am enhancing visitors� experiences 
by being nice and respectful, by answering their ques-
tions and by sharing stories. I feel that I am important to 
every visitor I come across. As I become more and more 
experienced, I become better able to enhance the visi-
tors� experience, and the camaraderie in turn enhances 
my experience. Lesson learned: if others are having fun, 
I�m having fun. And if I�m having fun, that puts me in 
a great state of mind to accomplish anything I wish to 
accomplish. Working in Yosemite gave me such a sense of 
accomplishment, and now I feel like I can tackle anything 
I come across in life.

MUNJOAT SINGH HOTHI

A Day in the Life of a Yosemite Intern

Munjoat “Money” Singh Hothi (in green shirt below sign) 
alongside fellow 2008 Yosemite Leadership Program interns.N
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A Great Publishing Tradition

T he Yosemite Association has had a long, glori-
ous, even exuberant tradition of publishing great 
books�books of sparkling beauty such as Obata’s 

Yosemite; magisterial books such as the monumental 
Illustrated Flora of Yosemite National Park by Stephen 
Botti; books of intelligent and playful practicality such 
as Steve Medley�s Complete Guidebook to Yosemite; books 
of history such as William Alsup�s riveting Missing in 
the Minarets; books celebrating the arts and culture of 
Yosemite�s native people such as Legends of the Yosemite 
Miwok; books for children such as Two Bear Cubs by the 
San Souci brothers; books of gentle, quirky delight such 
as cartoonist Phil Frank�s Fur and Loafing in Yosemite; and 
books that bring freshness to the human spirit such as Lee 
Stetson�s Wild Muir. What a rich and splendid heritage!

In 2008, the Association and Heyday Books reached an 
agreement for Heyday to distribute its titles to bookstores 
around the country and to work with the Association 
to develop new titles. In 2008 our collaborative efforts 
resulted in three books:

Luminous Mountains: The Sierra Nevada of California 
by photographer and 
nature writer Tim 
Palmer. Climber and 
founder of Patagonia 
sportswear Yvon 
Chouinard has said 
that Tim �embodies 
the spirit of the Sierra 
Nevada.� The book 
served as a platform 
for a huge educational 

outreach effort. Tim gave slide shows at fifteen different 
venues and informed people about crucial conservation 
issues in the Sierra.

Above All: Mount Whitney and California’s Highest 
Peaks with photos by David Stark Wilson, text by Steve 
Roper and foreword by Ken Brower. This magnificent 
tribute to mountains in 
California above fourteen 
thousand feet got stunning 
reviews in places like the 
San Francisco Chronicle and 
the Sacramento Bee, and was 
the subject of a �California 
Report� on National Public 
Radio.

Norman Clyde: Legendary 
Mountaineer of California’s 
Sierra Nevada by Robert Pavlik 
with a foreword by Steve Roper. 
Robert has been graciously tour-
ing the state giving presentations 
on a man everyone agrees was 
an extraordinary presence in the 
mountains.

We spent much of 2008 rig-
ging the ship, so to speak, for 
future voyages. We secured a generous grant of $150,000 
from the Stephen Bechtel, Jr. Foundation to develop a 
line of books aimed at youngsters, and secured further 
funding from the Yosemite Fund to enlarge our Junior 
Ranger offerings. With such an intense focus on books for 
youngsters, Kate Brumage of Heyday convened a confer-
ence of leaders in environmental education to share their 
thoughts and experiences with Heyday, the Association 
and National Park Service personnel on how best to 
reach younger readers with humor and effectiveness.

What�s in the pipeline?  We have three books sched-
uled for 2009: Flowering Shrubs of Yosemite and the Sierra 
Nevada, watercolors with botanical descriptions by 
Shirley Spencer; Granite, Water, and Light: The Waterfalls 
of Yosemite Valley with photographs and text by Mike 
Osborne; and First Light: Five Photographers Explore 
Yosemite’s Backcountry by Charles Cramer, Karl Kroeber, 
Scot Miller, Mike Osborne and Keith Walklet with an 
introduction by Bob Hansen. First Light is a project sup-
ported by the Yosemite Fund.

When I spread out before me the books that Yosemite 
Association has published over the years, I feel a mix of 
wonder, pride and gratification. But a successful pub-
lishing enterprise is more than a collection of physical 
objects. It takes a community to make books�authors, 
editors, designers, printers, sales reps, bookstore work-
ers, warehouse personnel, order clerks, merchandise 
managers, funders, reviewers and readers. Books create 

and hold together communities. On a personal 
note, I want to thank the board and staff of the 
Yosemite Association, National Park Service, 
Yosemite Fund, DNC Parks & Resorts, The 
Ansel Adams Gallery, and especially you the 
members of the Association for your support as 
we continue the tradition of producing great, 
beautiful and at times even transformative 
books under the Yosemite Association imprint.

MALCOLM MARGOLIN   HEYDAY BOOKS PUBLISHER
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New Grants Support Association Programs

Yosemite Association programs provide unique 
opportunities to learn about and experience 
Yosemite. We are fortunate to receive additional 

funding from valued partners to continue and expand 
these programs in 2009.  

We are delighted by a new partnership with the 
Yosemite Fund, which is generously funding Yosemite 
Association Volunteer programs this year.  With the 
support of the Fund, Association members will be able 
to continue contributing their time and energy on park 
restoration crews and as visitor information specialists.

Our Outdoor Classroom received a grant from 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company to expand our 
outreach efforts. The funds, which complement Ken 
Burns� upcoming series on National Parks (�America�s 
Best Idea�), will be used to build media tools to share 
the diverse cultural history of Yosemite with a broader 
audience. The Chapman and Associates Charitable 
Foundation provided a grant to sustain youth activities 
in Yosemite by creating a bridge between the programs 
of the Association and those of our partner the Yosemite 
Institute.

Thank you for your vision and generous support.

T he Yosemite Association has been a vibrant part 
of the Yosemite community since 1923. Every 
year the Association makes a concerted effort to 

connect people with this world-renowned feature in 
their backyard. This past year we hosted nine months 
of �Experience your Yosemite,� a National Park Service 
program that brought leaders from Yosemite�s neighbor-
ing communities for a day in the park. The program gave 
local leaders a forum to learn about current park issues, 
develop relationships and discuss park concerns relevant 
to the surrounding area. The Association also works 
with the Yosemite Superintendent to host public events 
and facilitate dialogue with the region. We continue to 
be active participants in such partnership meetings and 
help link gateway communities with Yosemite and its 
visitors. The Association lends support to local organiza-
tions, helps sponsor numerous events such as Earth Day, 
National Parks Week, National Junior Ranger Day and the 
successful National Parks Family Day around the region, 
and we make our locally-published books available to 
bookstores throughout the area.

A Part of the Yosemite Community Since 1923

Above Right: Famed documentary filmmaker Ken Burns with 
Association Board Chair Christy Holloway and CEO David Guy. 

Below Right: Yosemite Association volunteers offer helpful informa-
tion to hundreds of park visitors every year.

Below: Yosemite Association Board members and Staff pull cheat 
grass at Happy Isles with the NPS.
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Yosemite encompasses a vast wilderness that covers more than 95 percent and 1,100 square miles of this national 
park. Whether people are seeking solace, refuge or a sublime place to experience nature with family and friends, 
there are many outstanding opportunities for solitude and beauty in the Yosemite backcountry.

The Association works very closely with the National Park Service (NPS) to provide opportunities for people to expe-
rience the Yosemite wilderness in all seasons, including:

Experience Wilderness in All Seasons

�  Operating the wilderness reserva-
tion system to help educate visi-
tors about the wilderness, reduce 
impacts to the natural world and 
avoid overcrowding. In 2008 the 
Association and the NPS issued 
more than 16,546 wilderness per-
mits to help people safely enjoy the 
Yosemite wilderness.  

�  Renting more than 8,500 bear 
canisters this past year at afford-
able prices so backpackers could 
keep their food safe and reduce 
human impacts to �Keep Bears 
Wild.� 

�  Continuing to operate the 
Ostrander Back country Ski Hut 
under an MOU with the NPS. 
This snowy retreat provides a 
magical opportunity to experience 
Yosemite wilderness during winter. 
More than 1,000 visitors stayed 
in the hut this past year, which 
has a fire burning in the evening 
and is completely surrounded by 
wonderful backcountry skiing and 
snowshoeing opportunities dur-
ing the day. A partnership between 
the Association, the NPS and 
the Yosemite Fund led to signifi-
cant hut improvements this past 
year, including a new roof and 
improved kitchen facilities to pro-
vide a more comfortable setting 
for visitors.  
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LAURIE STOWE   WILDERNESS MANAGER
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KATHY FAIRBANKS  Board Member and Half Dome Member since 2007

Kathy is from Sacramento, California. She joined because she wanted to be part of a group making a positive and lasting impact on 

Yosemite National Park. She supports the Association because it works with the National Park Service on programs that directly 

help to preserve and protect the park. 

She also enjoys the educational and outdoor programs provided by the Association (outdoor 

adventure hikes, classes, seminars, interpretive programs) that give participants a deeper 

understanding and connection with Yosemite. 

To her, the most meaningful thing about being a board member is providing input on 

Association operations and programs that help people make a personal connection to 

Yosemite. She believes that unique connection, whatever it may be, motivates people to 

protect Yosemite so they can share that positive feeling with others.

What Kathy enjoys most about being an Association board member is not restricted to board 

members, but open to all. She feels the Outdoor Adventure Classes are excellent, especially 

since the instructors can tailor an Outdoor Adventure to suit an individual. Kathy has taken 

many excursions, including the moonlight snowshoeing trip, and has also climbed Half Dome 

on an Outdoor Adventures tour. Kathy supports the Outdoor Adventure programs because 

they appeal to every type of Yosemite visitor.

Volunteers Make it Happen
Yosemite Association members contribute to Yosemite the park in so many ways.  Working as members of our Board of 
Trustees, laborers on Cooperative Work Weeks restoration projects, instructors at the Yosemite Art & Education Center, 
visitor information specialists and Yosemite Museum Gallery docents, volunteers provide vital support to the Association 
and the park each year. We thank the following volunteers for their work on behalf of the Association and Yosemite:

Board of Trustees
Linda Angle
June Bailey
RoxAnne Borean
RJ Bragg & Paula 
McNerney
Jim & Helen Brohm
Mary & Mike 
Burchmore
Tom & Kris Byde
Gladys & Gordon 
Callander
Gary Childs
Cheryl Cleeves
Alexandra Cole
Beverly & Bob Combs
Samuel Devore
John & Maureen Eaton
Bill & Marion Eggers
Donna Engleman
Alice Ensley

Jim Gibson
Paul & Karen Gierlach
Nancy Gilmore
Amanda Goldstein
Anne Gomes
Jack & Sue Hansen
Ann Hardeman
Carol Harris
Debbie Henz
Doug Hitchingham
Ted Hoesman,
Kathy Hopkins
Loretta Hunker
Peggy Jester
MaryJane & Vern 
Johnson
Adrienne Kalmick
Kathleen Keller
Sanders & Pat Lamont
Chris & Jeff Lashmet

Wiliam Love
Joanne Mandel
Laurie & Jim May
John McCaffrey
John McClary
Bob McConnell
Jill Metz
Lou & Carole Meylan
Russ Mills
Harriet Novakovich
Ken Olivier
Johanna Olson
John Orlowski
Nancy Ornee
Warren & Jennifer 
Patten
Kent Pettey, Dave Pistole
Joyce Rasmussen
Phillip Rocha
Charles Ryan

George Sakelarios
Roger & Kathleen 
Schneider
Julie Schuller
Richard Schuman
Nancy Sexton
Dawn Sherertz
Charles & Susan 
Speyerer
Mary & George Sutliff
Lynn Taylor
Jackie Wagoner
Jo Wamser
Jan Webster
Ron Williams
Julice Winter
Brad Wojcik
Pat Zuccaro

LAURA BEARDSLEY

Keith Alley
Brad Anderholm
Rod Attebery
Barbara Boucke
David Bowman
Thomas Bowman
Nené Casares
Suzanne Corkins
Hal Cranston 
Kathy Fairbanks
Gerald Haslam
Christy Holloway

Dan Jensen 
Vince Kehoe
Walt Lemmerman
Arnita Multani Proffitt
Angie Rios
Lennie Roberts
Anne Schneider
Thomas Shephard
Jonathan Spaulding
Nancy Sutley
Phyllis Weber

Visitor Information Volunteers

M E E T  O U R  B OA R D

Partner Organizations
Ansel Adams Gallery
DNC Parks & Resorts
National Park Service
Yosemite Fund
Yosemite Institute 


































































