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Mariposa Grove of Big Trees

By C. A

As you-enter the Mariposa Grove
of Big Trees yvou will find the trees
and exhibits pointed out to you by
specially designed redwood signs
with burned letters. This inscrip-
tion, written by Colonel Thomson,
superintendent of Yosemite Nation-
al Park, furnishes an excellent key
to the understanding of the trees:

These Sequoin Giganteae repre-
gent the only llving things that
bridge humanity back through
eons to the age of Reptiles.

Here llve wenerable forest kings
in reveries that earry back a
thousand years before Jesus
Christ walked the shores of
Galilee.

In their majestic shadows fret-
ting men may well pause to
ponder valuez—to consider the
Ironic limitations of thres-score
years and ten.

Here, through a compelling huo-
mility, men may achieve a finer
Integrity of soul,

Could these Sequoias but hand
down to us a few generations of
their history, each lasting from two
to four thousand years, what a
story they might tell, Present grow-
ing treea were flourishing in this

Harv ell, Park Naturalist

grove when Christ was born; the
solid wood of massive tree trunks
buried deep in the earth's surface
span back other thousandes of years,
while from nature's age-old history
written in fossils and In solld rock
we can trace their story back m'l-
lions of years.

FORMERELY WIDESFREAD

We know Sequolas once flourizh
ed and spread over all continesnts
of the northern hemisphers, They
grew in Greenland, in Europs, in
Asin, in Alagka, In Yellowstone and
east of the Missiszinpl river, More
than a dozen species of Seqguolas
were represented In thoge forests of
long ago. At the present time only
two species remain. The Redwonds
(Hequola sempervirens) grow in the
humid region from  southern Ore-
gon to Montersy county in Califor-
nia. The Big Tree (Sequola gigan-
tea) grows In some 71 groves along
the western slope of the Bierra in
Californla. They exténd from a
grove of six trees In Placer county
to the large and extensive forests
of Sequoia National Park and Se-
quoiz Natlonal Forest Three
groves are in Yozemite National
Park—the Merced., Tuolumne and
Mariposa grovea.
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Ligvipeaa Grove |3 one of the best
known of all the groves, It con-
talns approximately 200 trees mea-
suring owver 1 feet in diameter 10
feet from the ground. The grove
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covers one sguara mile, Tt was
“discovered” by Galen Clark in 1857
and was sef aside as a State park
in 1864 as part of Yoszemite State
Park.

WHAT TO SEE IN THE GROVE

TEXAS TREE—267 feet
204 feet base diameter.

'FALLEN MONARCH,

A veteran of other days ‘This
tree has been down for centuries,
vet itz wood i= solid though dark-
ened in color. Bequoia is almost
8% enduring as stone due to the
tannin whi¢h it comtzins, Decay
searcely affects more than the
outer rim of saspwood even in
buried treea.

The tree at the tip of Fallen Mon-
arch leans 48 feel,

high,

The Carrider Tree

CORRIDOR THEE — 214 feat
high, 21.6 feet base diameter,

A wonderful example of this
tree's self-healing powers. Fires of
long ago ate deeply into the heart-

THREE GRACES-—254 feet high,
18.9 feet base diameter; 258 feet
high, 13 feet base diameter, and 219
feet high, 16 feet diameter.

BACHELOR TEREE — 241 feet

high, 21.9 feet base diameter.
wood, leaving a shell of lttle more

than sapwood separated into six
piltars. A wide base has hbeen
builded by the root system and
new bark and new layers of trunk-

| wood are being supplied to repair

the great damage.

GRIZZLY GIANT—200 feet high,
30 feet base diameter.

The largest and best known tres
in the grove and surely one of the
oldest living things, With an esti-
mated age of over 3000 wyears It
was a sturdy sapling when Mozes
led the Israelites out of Epypt. A
Seguoiz never diez standing. Fire,
wind or man must cause itz down-
fall. The Grizzly Glant now leans
24 feet.

CALIFORNIA TREE—234 feaeat
high, 228 feet hase diameter.
A tunmel was cut through this

tree about 1885. There are now
four tunneled Sequnias — three in
Yosemite Mational Park, one in

Calaveras Grova,

ALABAMA TREE—231 feet high,
174 feet base diameter.

The most perfect and symmetri-
cal tree In the grove. It has fewar
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fire soars, best branch development
(and most perfect dome-shaped top.
. FATTHFUL COUPLE — 232 and
244 feet high, 30.5 feet base di-
ameter.

A thousand years ago these trees
fought each other for food and sun-
light. Now they stand united. A
thousand years from now the twao
frees across the road may also be
ane.

MATHER TREE—25 feet
‘approximate age 30 years.
Officially dedicated July 4, 1930,
to the late Director Stephen T.
Mather, organizer of the INational
ark Service, Compare the conleal
ftop of the young tree with the
lome-shaped top of the older Ala-
bama tree. MNote differences be-
!--.- Beguoia and wyellow pine,
mugar pine and white fir in this

high,

hilgn, 22.2 feet base diameter.
Tallegt tree in the grove. Very
rerely burned by filree of past
ganturics but not discouraged. The
op evidently died because of thiz
Jury. Thiz perhaps accounts for
Il dead Sequoia tops. Lightning
ma never to strike them while
tops are green, The heart-
d burned out to a height of T0

2 TREE — 245 feet
254 feet base diameter.

EPHANT'S FOOT—
A the age of about 10 years
# root growth of a Beqguola i
rnl only, Some roots reach mas-
o size. They seldom penetrate
o than slx or elght feet balow
| murface, A great system of
il feeding roots, but a few
hes below the surface, extend up
00 or 400 feet In every direction
) base of tree.
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~AMERICAN LEGION TREE—
250 feet high, 27.83 feet base di-
ameter.

The Clothespin Tree

WINDOW TREE—245 feet high,
26.2 feet basze diameter.

Clearly showe last stages of heal-
ing over an old fira wound,

HAVERFORD TREE — 266 feot
high, 20.3 feet base diameter,

One of the mest photographed
of fire-scarred trees. The three
great openings expose & cavity
meazuring 28 feet from east to
west and 36 feet from north to

south, As many as 15 horses have
hoen sholtered here during a sud-
k S :
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den storm of early days, hence it
ig also callad the Shelter tree.

LOG CAEIN MUSEUM — Hare
vou will find exhibited the story of
big trees. There is no admission
charge. @alen Clark's “Hospice™
once stood here. The State re-
placed if with a Iareer cahin, 1885,

This present reproduction was bulit
in 1830,

LAFAYETTE TREE — 267 lest
high, 306 feet base diameter.

COLUMBIA TREE — 280 feet
high, 25 feet base diameter.

This is the gecond tallest and
most beautiful nature tree in the
ETove.

MASSACHUSETTE TREE — 280
feet high, 28 feet base diameter.

Seguoias have never learned how
to die. They are remarkably free
from Insect pests and harmfal
fungi. Fire and man are their
greatest enemiez. When weakened,
slorms may blow them down, Fire
burned away two-thirds the great
bulk of the base of this tree, then
in the early '"Ti=s road-bullders eut
through the few remaining sachor-
ing roots. Gravity did the rest
Thiz great giant fall during the
early spring of 1827, No one heard
its mighty erash. It forms a won-
derful exhibit of the secret of the
Big Trees.

TELESCOPE TREE — 189 feet
high, 235 feet base diameter.

Fire, the arch enemy haz run his
black magic clear through this
tree's heart. Stand inside and as
if lookin through the small end of
a telegcope see the biue of the sky
and the green of new leafy
branches, Ax marks show where

. the road-bullders of the 370's start-

od to out m tunnel.
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MARK TWAIN TREE—ZT4 feet

WAWONA TREE—231 feet high,
7.5 feet base diameter.

One of the best known trees in
the world, The tunnel, more than
| foet wide and 27% feet long, was
put by two brothers In 1881 for the
semite Stage and Turnpike Com-
jany, at = cost of only £75

 VERMONT TREE — 258 fect :
iigh, 16.% feet base diameter.
T

| GALEN CLARK TREE—240 foet
b , 215 feet base diameter,

Galen Clark discovered and
named the Mariposa Grove in 1857,
ugh other whites had certainly
;'.I.ﬂ unrecgrded wvisits to these
5 at an earlier date. This Is
discovery tree. The ealrn
by waz bullt by him.
WAWDONA POINT — Elevation
B0 foet.

A marvelous view out over the
mnyon of the South Fork of the
:_." ed river. HEapecially fine for

MNCOLN TREE—240 feet high,
2 base diameter.

WASHINGTON TREE—2I8 feot
20.7 feet basze diameter.

HUNSET TREE—203 feet high,
| feat base diameter.

With top and branches torn away
¥ storms and base badly mutilated
¢ fire this tree gives mute evi-
pnee of Hegquola's stubborn reslat-

to misfortuna.
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. TUNNELED
By William

The mode of travel has changed
gince the firgt vehicle was driven
through & Califoruia Big Tree, and
the geveral popular Big Tree groves
are more accessible now than they
were during the days of the horse
athage

The experiences of those appre-
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BIG TREES

. Godfrey

ciative people whose good fortune
permitted them to travel fromy all
parta of the civilized worid to wvisit
these natural wonders have been
recarded in bopoks to be found b
day on the shelves of llbraries
throughout the country.

Among the authors of =uch
volumes is W, G. Marshall, who in
1BT8 wvigited the RBig Tree groves
and the Yosemite valley In his
book entitled “Through America,
or Mine Months in the 1Inited
Btates,” he refers to Lis Journeay
Inte the Sierra during the month
of June. 1878

From a chapter of his book we
guote the following:

“After remaining a couple of
days at the Calaveras grove, we
gel out on the eveningsof June 23
for Yosemite valley. We oblalnes
extenalve, glovious views over for-
est-clad valley and mountain; till
At lenglh we came to the Tuolumne
Big Tree grove, and at the same
time wpon 8 novelly such Az one
does nol come across every day
This is & tunnel through the stunp
of one of the largest seguoias in
the grove, through which the road
passes, and the stage coach 18
driven: The stump so standing—
the -trunk has been severed about
ninety feet from the ground--15
entirely barked and measures 30
foet B inches in diameter; but, the
diameter of the trunk with its bark
Is said to have been over 40 feet,
In height, the tunnel measures 12
feet, and it is 10% fest wide at

the top. When we reached the
middle of i, we pulled up, of
course, for here we weta with



YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

ach and four horses standing in-
de one of the mammoth tress of
difornia. We walted & consider-
ble time within the tree. The tun-
| had only been completed a week
sfore our visit to the grove, the
B eonchful having passed
rough the stump on the after-
pon of Tuesday, June 18"

! of Them Now

Bince that time three living trees
iwe had tunnels chopped through
@ir hearts, making a total of four
pnel trees in the grovea of

fquoia gigantea throughout their |

nge In the Sierra, Of these four
inne! trees, three are within the
jundaries of Yosemite National
prk namely The Dead Giant in
i Tuoclumne grove and the Call-
il and Wawona trees in the
Ariposa grove.

The other tunnel tree, known as
¢ Pioneer, is in the Calaveras
rove. It iz located near the cenm-
it of the grove, and measures
irty two feet in diameter near
I base

t section of the Mariposa
¢ loeated mbout ome hundred

east of the ancient Grizzly
s to be found the California
A tunnel was cut through
@ heari of this tree about 1895
A roadway was built so that pas
igers of the horse stages might
| gurried through a big teee in the
rlposa grove during that part

the road in a condition pre
ting travel into the upper grove
i through the famous Wawona

s the Publicity

The Wawona tree is the most
plouous of all the big trees of

 mpecies; It I8 the most perfect
dmen of the Sequola giganten
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through which a tunnel has been
eut, and is probably the most fa-
mous tree in the world today, as it
hag had wider publicity than any
other Individual treae.

The tunnel was ocut through the
Wawona tree by two brothers
named Scribner, who were pald §75
for their labor by the Yosemite
Btage and Turnpike Company
shortly after completion of the first
road Into the Maripoan grove.

The California Tree
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Frank $Straungser of Ban Diego,
Culil.. 1n a letter Lo Chief Natural-
ist Hall, clalms to have entered the
Movipoga grove with a party of
Kinight Templarse from Philadel-
phia during the month of August,
‘R0, Upon arriving at the Wawe
ng tree, the stage upon which he
was riding waz held untll the work-
men removed the blocks of freshiy
shopped heartwoed from the road-
way 80 that this stage might be tha
flrst wvehiele to pass through the
rew  tunnel tree, Mr Strausser
states further that he remained
vith the deives on the stapge, after
the other passengers had alighted,
#nd as the stage was moved core

Filly through the new upeaicg on
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a test, he claims the distinction of
belng the first passenger to have
ridden through the Wawona tres

Photographs of this tree with a
troop of cavalry, four horses
abreast, passing through ita aper-
ture, or the old coach and six
horses drawn up-at the exit to be
photographed, are found displayed
throughout the civilized world. It
has been painted by the foremosi
artists, and in some cases these
paintings have been used com-
merciaily In advertising.

The name “Wawona" was appro-
priately selected from the languagy
of the Miwok Indians— Wah-wo-nahb
—meaning Big Tree.

An

Old Cabin In The Mariposa

Grove

In 1930 2 replica of the original cabin was built on the
same eite, and now houses the b ariposa Grove Museum.






	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8
	page 9
	page 10

