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The Thrill of Hunting With a Camera

By C. C. PRESNALL,

" Hunting with a eamers may
gound tame, but it is far more thrill-
ing and calls for much greater
akill than the old scatter-gun sport.
True, a camera makes no noise, nor
does [t Indicate hits or misses until
after a seszion in the dark room, yvet
no one can guestion its pre-emi-
nence in sport after having seen
such camera clasgics as those pro-
duced by the Johnsons, Buccessful
wild animal photography demands
wide knowledge and keen obgerva-
tion of animal habits, and the best
a man can muster in stealth, guick-
ness and nerve.

That's what I read in a book
once, only It forget to say that
camera-hunting also demands all of
a man's spare cash, judging by my
own amateur, film-wasting efforts,
It'zs guite a thrill, all right, to sit
thres hours in a snow bank walt-
ing for a bear who oppears to late
in the afterncon that an under-ex-
posed film is the result. When you
dizcover that your ears and toes
have been over-exposed, that's an-
other kind of a thrill; it must be—
nothing could tingle more,

DBRUINE SHY IN WINTER
¥osemite bears are supposed to

Junior Park Naturalist

be so0 tame that they will poss nice-
Iy for pictures, and then take the
camera apart In their eagerness to
sse the result. That is during the
open season for tourists. When win-
ter comes, the bears go. Then the
would-be photographer must bribe
the sleepy bruin with chicken hones
and bacon rinds to persuade them
to pose in the snow instead of hi-
bernating in caves as all respecta-
ble bears do. Those that accept the
bribe are not respectable. They first
allow their seducer to suffer slow
death by freezing, then dash out
for some bait, and as guickly run
away. The film shows an excellent
view of the north end of a bear
Eeing south. Or perhaps one big
black fellow stays in the woods un-
til dusk, and then comes out to
the balt line, secure in the knowl-
edge that the flashlight powder
hag been left in camp.

No, photographing wild animals
Isn't what it's cracked up to be.
Even the squirrels show their utter
lack of respect by climbing over the
camersa lens, and then retiring
rapldly to the tep of the higheat
tree with the proffered peanut, and
a8 for securing a good photograph
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of & bird—but why rave on? There
are some compensations, such as in
the caze of a certain coyote seen
near Kl Capitan one morning,
SNEARING UF ON COYOTE

I first spotted him 150 yards away,
a8 I descended the talus near Eagle
Creek. He was busy with something
in the snow and didn't seée me, B0
I ducked behind some rocks and
commenced a rapid detour to get
down wind from him. That maneun-
wor being successfully completed, I
gtarted a slow advance directly to-
ward him, moving cauticusly from
tree to tree. He remained occcupied
with what T later found to be & bone
retrieved from the bear feeding
platform nearby, but became sud-
danly alert when I advanced to
within B0 yards. A long walt was
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ment. Betting the shutter I slowly
roge to lock over the ridge—just
in time to see the covote whirl and
dash off to cover. Apparently the
slight click of the shutter had been
enough to warn him, and he had
undoubtedly sesn the top of my
head before I saw him. Although
failing to get a picture, I at least
had the Immense satisfuctlon of
slalking to within camera range of
& coyote, which is one of the most
sapueious  animals In  Yosemite
MNational Park.

Sierra Creeper

By ENID MICHAEL
Ranger-Naturallst

The Sierra creeper (Certhia {amil-
iaris zelotes) ls & little brown bird
| with & white throat and breast. Like
other small birds, he iz busy from
daylight until dark, apparently for
ever searching for food, Long have
1 wondered if this incessant search
for food wag necessary to keep the
appetite satisfied and the body
nourished,

As is well known, the vréeeper hus

M a2 peculinr method of feeding, and
il its activities are confined almost ex

L clusively to trea-trunks.
#! nuthatches, also trunk-feeding birds,
f| travel with equal ease aither up o
& down the tree-trunk, the creeper al-

While the

ways works upward, The croepe:

H(iz a deliberate and systematic glean-

er] he works up the tree-trunk by o

necesgary before it was safe to ven-
ture across the open space hetween
my sheltering tree trunk and a low
vidge that extended guartering to-
ward the coyote. Finally gaining
that cover, I erawled carefully to a
point opposite the animal and aboat
20 vards 'from whore he had been
lepst gean. Now for the critleal mio-

series of hitches, pausing often to

peer into a crevice in the rough
bark. His white hreast acts a3 a
reflector to throw light into  the
dark eracks. and his long, curveil
bill forms an officlent palr of twoes
ers to plek out mites of inscel e
Thut no morsel of food ba overlook-
ed, the creepor aften drops bock 1o

the hos=e of the free on which he
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iz working to slowlv work upward
agalin; often ne spirals the tree;
occasionally he drops back a few
inches, tall first, but head first
never His long tail, with stiff
pointed feathers, works wvery well
a4 o brace in his upward course, but
should he travel head downward,
thiz zame long tail would prove a
handicap, to tilt his body Into an
awhward position.

NOT BOTHERED BY COLD

The Sierra creeper, winter and
gsummer, ig found commonly in all

gections of the wvalley, During the
winter months bird life is concen-

trated about the warm alluvial fan
that spreads out at the mouth of

Trdlan Canyon. The Sierra creepers,
however, apparently take mo part

n the ecross-valley migration that
tokes most of the resident birds to
the warm side of the valley, Their
peculiar feeding habits assure them
sustenance in any glven section
throughout the vear, and they seem
immune to ¢cold. The shadow of the
great wall means no inconvenience
to them, for during the daylight
hours they actively tread up the
greaft tree trunks in search of food
rnd at night they tuck themsslves
warmly away in some snug-fitting

- "rrow of pine or cedar bark Like

‘%elkens, they come home each

"t to roosat.
¥ PAL WITH KINGLETS

While guite independent in their
nner of lving, the creepers are
not unsociable, and during the win-
tor months each little band of gold-
en-crowned kinglets Iz lkely to Lu
neeompanied by a ereeper or two, the
creopers feeding on the tree trunks
the kinglets feeding in the outer
foliage tufts, but all birds moving
In eompany through the forest.
Although the Slerra creeper Is
one of the more common birds of

the valloy, It Ie seldom seen by the
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casual observer, for fta ecolor
scheme so well matches the bark on
which it works that it is rendered
gquite inconspicuous. Besldes, it s
a small bird and its wiry notes are
pitched so high that they are likely
to escape the untrained ear.

The creeperz are early nesting
birds in Yosemite, and it iz believad
that they often rear two broods of
young in a season. A slab of bark
sprung loose from a dead or dying
tree offers a site suitable to the
nesting needs of a pair of ereepers,
To best cuit the creepers the crack
that leads behind the bark must be
narrow, and the space between bark
and troe trunk limited. Strips of
cedar bark and twigs are wedged
into the erack to form a foundation
for the nest praoper. The cup of the
nest is lined with soft materia,
such as shredded inner bark Cibes
and feathers. The shape of the
nest |s determined by the shape of
the crack, and, naturally it is near
Iy always flat with a crescent-
shaped hollow te cradle the eggs
The average height of the crespers
nest above the ground is probably
10 feet. They neat as low as two
feet above the grownd and as high
as 40 feet. The suitable crack de
termines the elevation and also the
species of tree, for the creepers
have & catholle taste in the matter
of nesting-sites. An unusual nesi
was noted this spring: The birds
had tucked thelr nest in a crevice
where the ba*% hung looze from a
horizontal branch. This nest was
4 feet above the ground, and, in-
stead of the usual narrow gravy
dizh type of architecture so favored
by the creepers, it had the cup
ghaped form common to so many
other species of birds. Young creep-
erg left this nest on June 12, which
ws rather late in the =season for
OrEERers,
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First Snow Gauging Trip Of Year.

The snow gauging patrols which
are made regularly each month dur-
ing the winter hy the Rangers of
Yosemite National Park, in cooper-
ation with State Snow Gaugers, of-
fer an excellent opportunity for ob-
serving a little known phase of the
natural history of the Park., Last
year the writer was privileged to
accompany one of these expeditions
to Twolumne Meadows and in Janu-
ary of this year he joined the party
that covered the southern patrol to
Chingquapin, Peregoy Meadows, Deer
Camp, Johnson and Crescent Lakes
Buck Camp and Moraine Meadows.
This regions seems to be especially
rich in bird and animal life, hence
many interesting observations were
made, some of which will be record-
ed in the March issue of Nature
Motes.

Observations throughout the trip
were made more complete by the

asgistance of my companions Assist-
ant Chief Ranger John Wegner and
Btate Snow Gauger Sam King., The
work of a snow gauger is arduos at
best and is so all absorbing that ma-
ny detaile would escape the attent-
ion of one man working alone.

Animal and bird life seemed to
be but little affected by this unusu-
ally severe winter with its except-
ipnal snowfall.  The region over
which we traveled, between 5000 and
9000 feet elevation, had been blank-
eted in snow gince November 14 and
at the time we visited it (Jan. 20-27)
we found in cortain spots over nine
feet of hard packed snow containing
an unusually high percentagpe of wat
er, one measurement showing the
equivalent of 45 inches of rainfall.
To date thiz iz the henviest snowall
in Yosemite since 1906, although the
total of both snow and rain was
honvier in 1018,
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The Yosemite School of Field Natural History
C. A, HARWELL, Park Naturalist

The Yosemite Behool of Fiald
Natural History 1z a summer school
for the training of naturalists, gov-
ernment ranger-naturalists, and
tenchers of natiral history, where
emphaszis la placed on the study of
living things in their natural envi-
ronment.

PURPOSE

Itz aim is to train students (o
study and interpret living nature,
that they may better enjoy life and
also lead others to similar profit
and enjoyment, thus making an ed-
ueational contribution to the con-
servation of natural resources,

The establishment of the Yosem-
ite Bchool of Field Natural History
resulted from a demand for a train-
ing In field studies and a desire on
the part of the National Park Serv-
ice and the Callfornia Fish and
Game Commission to establish a
tralning school for ranger-natural-
izts, teachers of natural history and
Boy Scout and Camp Fire Girl lead-
ers looking toward better knowl-
edge of wild life and its conserva-
tion, This school seemed a natural
outgrowth from the now well-estab-
lished Yosemile Ranger-MNaturalist
Service. Btudents of past seasons
have made good use of their train-
ing during succeeding years and
many have found places ag natural
ists or nature councilors in summer
camps and in Natlonal and state

parks.
LOCATION
With easy accessibility to its ex-
tensive fauna and flora, typical of
fivo life zones, and its unigue geal.
ogy, Yosemite National Park econ-
atitutés an Ideal location for =a
school of field natural history.
Hendguarters are malntained at
the Yomemite mussum, a Natlonal

Park Bervice institution, Its exten-
sive colleotions are available to stu-
dents, and its library, lecture room
and well eguipped laboratories af-
fora the haest facilitles for intemsive
work.

TERM- The sesgion will open

June 23 and will terminate August
10 thus coincidlng with the Univer-
sity of California summer seasion
at Berkeley. The high mountain
Tield trip beging Avgust & and ends
August 10, This matehlesa excursion
terminates the work of the seasan.

Thiz will be the eighth session of
this popular school in the moun-
taing.

REGISTRATION AND MA-
TRICULATION- The number of
atudents In each summer zession I8
limited to 20. Studenis are accept-
ed on the basis of written applica-
tion, showing training, experience
and other gualifications for this
course, Application blanks are zent
on request. Four years' college work
or the equivalent are required.

SMALL EQUIPMENT FEE- Text
bools, stationery, drawing ma-
terials and laboratory supplies are
provided by the school, Expense
ia thus limited to a $56 registration
fee to cover sundry materials, such
as reference books, collecting ap-
paratus, ete, and to the student's
transportation, food, housing and
clothing.

Further information will gladly
be supplied by the National Park
Service, Inguirles should be ad-
dresged to the Park Naturalist, Yo
semite National Park, California.

For the 1922 session 26 applications
have been received, but others are
asked to mpply since final selection
will be deferred until April 1.
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Feeding Habits of the Woodpeckers in the

Yosemite Valley
Enid Michael

Pileated Woodpecker (Phloeoto-
mus pileatus ableticola—The pileat-
ed woodpecker is a rare bird on
the floor of the Walley; in fact, at
the present time I believe that there
iz not a single bird here, However,
in times past we have had opporiu-
nity to study their feeding habits

In foraging the pileated wood-
poclérs hepg in the Valley show a
preference for cottonwoods — at
lepst we have dizcovered them at
work moat often in this species of
tree. They do, however, we have
learned, have a catholle taste and on
pocagion they may be found in any
sort of tree. In all trees, no matter
of what species, they usunlly work
in dead wood, although at times
they may be found working in the
boetle-infested bark of living trees
They use their powerful bills both
as a wedge and a chisel. In the
cottonwoods, using their bills as a
wedge or a pry, they often send
thudding down chunks af bark a
fool long. In the dead wooad they
chisel away with heavy and delib-
erate blows until they can wedge
the Bill to pry off a silab, When a
glabh of bark or wood iz pried off
exposed insects or larvae, licks up
the pileated exumines the azpot f'op
what iz to bé had, and onee more
sets to work., In a rich-paying sec-
tion of wood a pileated will oft
flg a cavity three inches deep and
a foot long. Ewverything that a
pileated woodpecker does Is done
on & large scale. He may be known
by the size of the chips he leaves
under the tree, or he may be known
by the sound of his heavy hammer
ing. And his drumming roll-call {i

louder and more deliberate than
that of any other woodpecker.

The daily forage beat of a palr of
pileated woodpeckers may cover a
distance of eight or ten miles. A
pair that formerly hunted together

{ T

(e

here In the Valley had a patrol that
led from Mirror Lake to the bear
pits; the round-trip distance is at
least eight miles. They would ar
rive at our camp before 9 in the
morning. Firat they would visit
the great yvellow pine with dead
spike erown, and then thev would
drop down into “our colttonwood
grove where they would whack
aboutl for 15 or 20 minutes. MNext

L they would probably wvisit the cot-

tonwood grove helow the willage, n
half-mile away. In this fashion on
they would go working thelr way
down the walley. Late in the aftes
noon we would hear their far-
shouted call notes, and looking up
we would ser them winging' thelr
horiewnrd way,  After thy o'd I
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lost his mate his habits were not
g0 regular. Hia forage lanes led
devious ways and we could never
tell where to find him.

One winter this lone male spent
nearly all of his time working In a
group of four dying Douglas firs.
Hera he did a prodigious work,
chiseling off bark from top to bot-
tom of all four trees. He did this
work neatly and by chiseling off
the ridges of the bark he left a
layer of Inner bark planed to a unl-
form smoothnesa.

Having a neck long in proportion
to his great body, the pileated
woodpecker gets 4 long swing and
he can strike a blow of amazing
force. A man swinging a geologist
pick through an arc of about eight
inchezs would perhaps fairly dupli-
cate the nolse and the strength -of
a hard-working pileated wood-
pecker.

The plieated woodpecker iz not
entirely a meat-eater, for he has
been seen to feast on the ripe ber-
ries of Cornus nuttallii

California Woodpecker
[Molanerpes Formicivorus Balrdl)

Tha feature that sets the Califor-
nin  woodpecker apart from all
other woodpeckers, and the feature
for which he is justly famous, is
his acorn storing habit.

Owing to their foresight the Cali-
fornia  woodpeckers have more
leisure than most birds. In the
fall of the year they gather and
fuek safely away a store of acorns
Lo tide them over the winter. When
the harvest days are over they have
time to play, or to loaf in the sun-
shine, which they frequently do.
Here in Yozemite valley these wise
nnd thrifty woodpeckeras have more
lelgure than ever now that they
have sdopted up to date storing
methods, Ia times pasl, before the
valley wang made blgger and bettor

7

by the promoters of the tourist
trade, the California woodpeckers
had certain “cupbosrd trees” where
holes were drilled to receive anugly
each single acorn that was to be
stored. To drill a hole for each’
individual scorn was & prodigious
tagk; a task that I8 not now neces-
sary under the present storing
methods.

O F ottt
WOOTFECRE

All the bulldings of the

are either roofed with shakes .
shingles. Where the shingles
shakes lap together along the edg
of the roofs or at the eaves these
are crevices which the woodpeck-
ers have learned to utilize as stor-
age bins for their winter supply of
acorng, It would be difficult to
store full round ucorns In the
cracks between the shingles but the
woodpeckers obviate the difficulty
by hulling the acorns and poking
them away half at a time Man
moves inte Yozemite valley and
cuts down the woodpecker's storage
trees; the woodpecker retaliates by
rounding meorns between  the
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shingles of man's dwellings.

The California woodpeckers are
not particularly shy, that is, they
may be approached closely when
busy among their beloved caks. But
they are suspicious birds by nature
and not inclined to respond to the
friendly overtures of man. We did,
however, manzge to gel on Bome-
what friendly terms with one palr
of Californian woodpeckers. These
birds came often to the feeding
tahle to eat suet, but never were
they able to guite overcome their
sugplelon, snd always did they ap-
proach cautiously, making many
falae starts before finally coming o
the feeding table. But once on the
table they would hold their own
againat all comers until they had
their fill of suet. =

In spring it is a pretty sight to
see  the Californla woodpeckers
leaving the orchard with cherries
in their bills. The cherries just
match in size and color their glori-
ous crown patches. Later in the
senzon they come to this same
archard to feast on apples.

If the flicker iz considered as an
omnlvorous feeder, how about Mai-
gnerpes? THe has a much more
varied diet. He not only eats more
kinds of fruit, but he also sucks
egEs and octcasionally eats ybung
nestlings. He s a great flycateher,
too, and he does not hesitate Lo
tackle big game. Once he was seen
to take on the wing a western
wood pewee,

In early spring when the snow
firat melts away the CQCalifornin
woodpecker Ia often seen feeding
on the ground in the manner of a
flicker. When feeding on the
ground he eats greens, bitz of shat-
tered acorns, ants, spiders and any
other sort of insect that happens
to come his way.
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OUR NEW ASSISTANT
PARK NATURALIST.

C. A. HARWELL
Park Naturalist

Mr. Matthew Edwin Beatty on
January 6, joined the National Park
Service family in Yozemite to take
the position of Assistant Park Nat-
uralist which wag vacated laat March
156 by the transfer of George Crowe
to be Custodian of Devils Tower
National Monument in Wyoming.
Mr. Beatty graduated from Oregon”
State College in 1924 with & B. 8.
degree in Mining Enginesering.
After graduation he represented the
Oregon State Chamber of Commerce
at Portland in their tourizt bureau.
For the past five years he has been
in the employ of the Bhell Oil Co.
at Loz Angeles, During most of
that time he had charge of from five
to twenty men in the field on peo-
logical work.

We in Yozemite are glad that
Mr. Beatty heard there wasz to be a
Civil Service examination for this
pozition; we are glad that he passed
and that he was willing to give up
his interesting mining career to ac-
cept thiz position. It is good that
his major field of interest is peclogy
because in Yozemite the understand-
ing of the story of the granite and
other geologic factors is of prime
importance to our Museum and Nat-
uralist progam.

Mr. Beatty's experience in print-
ing iz also to our advantage becauss
the Assistant Park MNaturalizt iz re-
sponzible for the publication of these
NATURE NOTES onee a month.
We hope that all our readers upon
their next journey to Yosemite will
vizit the Museum and become better
gequainted with our new Assistant.

E
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