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The Muir of

N umber_-g

the Nineties

{By Theodore 5. Solomons)

Wany people knew John Muir in
Itz old age, but there can be only
& lew living today who knew him
‘n his carly manhood. Betwsen the
iwo, thers iz a rapidly diminishing
numhber of persons that knew him
in his later prime, in h's ripened
Chief
smong these are Muir's younger as-
sociates of the Sierra Club, which
I joined very soon after its organi-
zation.

Muir had been the leading spiric
in th: founding of this splendidly
pzeful institution. He bhad realized
the inadeguacy of even his guick-
cning pen to widely sow the public
krnowledge and arouse the public

maturity—in the ninsties,

en husigsm about which no com-
rlets protection could be secured
for all that is humanly destructible
in ‘Fex fine movninins of ours.
Tha Sierra Club was to be a chief
instrumentality to that end.

I first saw John Muir one after-
noon at @ directors’ meeting of the
club in San Francisco over forty
vears ago. David Starr, head of
S.anford University, who also la-
bored for love of the same cause
was a director, and several other
eminent men from Berkeley.

The vivid picture T retain of Muir
iz that of & tall, spare man, in simple
dark gray, a wery plain shirt and
collar, a tie as long and spare and
wandering as himself, his slightly
curly hair uneombed, vet not at all
unkempt. He sat negligently in his
chair, his hlue, somewhat faded
eyes never—it seemed to me—real-
ly foeused on anything on which
their gaze seemed tn rest. He had
uzaally little to say on the leszer
or the fizeal concerns of the club,
seeming to feel that his worldly
wize associates could be trusted
with these, Yet whatever the sub-
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ject, whatever the talk, If his quick
mind discerned a bearing upon his
master passion of mountain preser-
vation, the eye came baok, and he
spoke. He spoke in
{viendly way, never with ostents-
tion of knowledge or superior ex-
perience, never with so much as 4
remindzr of the stylisi, of the fre-

a mnatural,

cuently ornais stylist, that was the

Muir wof literature, but rather in

ihe cmple, homely tachion of the

Wizeonzin farm lad—lo- in many

wiyd John Muir remainzd jusl Ut
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to the end of his' days. He spoke
simply, T way, vet very shrewdly,
as if he knew men by the same
intuitive penetration by which he
found sentiency in the forces of na-
ture, almost in her vesy rocks. But
even here—on the only “hbusiness”
for which hs was really [itted, the
grave concern of mountain protec-
tion=—he was usaally brief and in
manner exceed noly modest,

He was voluble only in his pue-
a5 mountain

Here he talked

ly porsonal sphere

man, nature sage.

“Climb the mountaina

and pet Lheir good tidings,

Mature's peace witl flow into you as sumshine flows

mbo trees,

into you and the storms their energy.

will drop off like autumn leaves, "'

The winds will blow their own freshnoss

While cares
John Muir
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willingly, easily, showing the gleam
of the fire of hiz unguenchable
loves and enthusiasms never in
manner——for he was
ever quiet—but in his eye, which
it like the tube of the radio, in @
different timber of the wvoive, and
in the length of his discourse—a
length, however, that was never
quite enough for his hearers. He
showed it, too, in the guaint touch-
ea of o trenchant Scottish humor,
and especially in an easy play of
the fancy in simile and metaphor,
a faculty ap native to him, so linked
w,th his interpretative genius, thal
il seemed an inseparable part of
his  thinking. Strangely enough,
the use of figures of spzech in his
writing he tound difficult, he told
me, He has recorded that all serious

woiting was {or him toil, and some-

in manner

Limes agony.

Though abundantly able,
to relax the austerity that for years
had been his way of living, Muir
ctill seemed the asceticc. Only in
hiz middle {ifties, he bore the marcks
ol self-imposed privation—of the
days and night of hard, mountain-
eering toil on the pitifully slender
artion of a little dried bread and =
pnch of tes. He was to live some
0 faivly active vears longer, vel
already  in and  manner—
though not in movement—there was
suggestion of premature old age.
Probably those that had known him
long did not see this It was a
thing for which youth has s guick

eye.

TRCAY,

face
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Muir was exceedingly pgenerous
in hiz encouragement of us younger
mountaineers, He pealized that it
must be by a younger generation
that the Sierra was to be [urther
explored and made known, though
the older could still fight, as fight
they did, lor & wider and better
preservation, He gave to us much
time, and was patient with our fool
No doubt [ asked him
many during my several wvisits to
the Martinez ranch where the lover
of pure wildness in nature made
himseli content for most of each
year with the guile tame pursuits
of the fiuit grower, A sunny, beau-
tiful place it was, with a roomy
farm house with a kind of attic
where Muir, in a comfortable con-
fusion of books and papers and
pamphlets and gueer sheaves of
notes, would stretch  his  length
slantwise in a plain chair, or ver-
tioally as he paced the room, and
dezeribe for us, in his really fas-
cinting way, the places he remem-
bered of the places we wished to

guestions,

explove,
A truly great mountaineer was
Muir, in the best and broadest

sens:, but by the standards of the
geographic world a very poor sort
of explorer, He could aptly de-
soribe every place he had seen, buot
you could seldom tell where it was,
tor he seldom oriented himsell in
his  excursions, us he modestly
toomed his great journeys. The
terrain was high and wild, and
much of it blank on the so-called
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maps and it was the normal thing
te feel detached from all the great-
er  landmarks the surveys
Doubtless Muir found himsell best
when, in a map sense, he wis mosl

of

completely lost.
He
hiz guiet, almost diffident way. For

was # determined man in
years the water ouzzl had balfled
him, ‘This sprite of the waterfails
spray had hidden her nests from
e had looked and svarched

maturally i trees whore, vatho

Tiim,

uniquely, they are not. He expecl-

wd, no doubt, to look for th mmany

SPRING COMES EARLY TO
YOSEMITE

M. E. Beatty
Assistant Park Naturalist,

The worm summer-liks wealho

duing March has had a promiconl

¢{Tect on hoth plant and animal e
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times more before he died, and
never to {ind one, But a youngster
might have fool's luck,

He accompanied me outl inlo the
driveway, adding a few more words
of advice and admonition about my
next plunge the wilderness.
Then for several moments he look-

ed

clos

into
{ar away. “Don’t waste pre-

time on it,” he said, “but
wh n vou s the water ouzels™-
herve was a kind of dignitied plead
Ing in his voiee—"do try ard [nd

nest!”



YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

to the extent that spring has arvived
several weeks earlier than usual
On March 21, the Western Red-bud
{Cercis occidentalis Torr.) was in
full Bloom in the vicinity of El Por-
tzl. Last year the height of bloom
cime around April 7 for this lovely
shrul,  Ancther
{lowering shrub in full bloom was
the Bucl-brush (Ceanothus cun-
eatuz Hoole) with its ball-like whitz
hilossoms,

In ¥osemite Valley, the Monzani-
tay i= pracl caly in full bloom, which

majenta-colored

g ovesy early record lov th's sheub,
Snow Plan's {(Sarcodes sanpuines
Terr) are reporled in sove sl placcs
in the Velley and B'g Moadows,
In the animal kngdom the hi-
bormators are mating carly azpea=
A Californ’s Ground Squir-
rel (Citsllus b, beechovi Kieh.) wes
phzerved on February 20 and they

ERICE,

have been gquife common thieu h-
out March, Bears have been pe-
ported in several loealities through-
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oul March. Reptiles are also ap-
pearing early. A rattlesnake was
killed wear Wawona on March 16,
and a Coral King Snake was ob-
served on the same date near Yo-
womite Falls, Blue-bellied Lizards
hive heen seen scampering over the
vocks in  the warm sunshine
throughout the month. Flocks of
Hobins and Red-winged Blackbirds
wre vomunon and these birds, to-
apther with Juncos and Chickadees,
are  busy practicing their spring
SOIES.

The iee cone at the base of the
Lpper Yosemite Fall has disappenr-
ed and the volume of water in the
fall iz increasing daily. All indiea-
Lions po'nt to an eavly summer pio-
vided the weather does not undergo
any great change.

MUSEUM SCIENTIFIC
COLLECTIONS

i (James E Cole, Mussum Preparator)

Edilor's Note:
Fral article on
eonlleclions of the Yosemite Muscum.
The article, appearing last
month, dealt with mammals, birds,
smphibians, repliles and fish, This

This is the second
and the scientilic

i.st

miticle deals with inzects, flowers,
tiess, iuagl and miscellansous ma-
te-inl,

‘the insect collection contains the
greatest number of specimens of any
ol the groups in the Yosemite BMu-
scum Scientific Collectiona, There
a.v over 4,000 specimens of butter-
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flies, beetles, ants, flies, ete, all
identified and most all mounted.
Three exhibit cases in the museum
foyer display nearly a third of the
aszemblage where interested visitors
have an opporiuity to examine more
closely the common forms seen in
the Valley, besides learning some-
thing about the raver kinds which
sre found at higher altitudes.

Practically all the
preserved dry. The majority
mounted on pins  with
wings and stored in  insect-proof
boxes, The material these
Schmidt boxes, as they are ealled,
is, in general, duplicates of species
or elosely allied species of those un
exhibition. Although not available
to the public because of their fro-
gility, the incects can be inspoctd
by anyone who applies at the mu-
seum office,

Some of the collection. such
water insects and spiders, are pre-
speri=
mens of the much dizcussed Black
Widow Spider {Lac.rodectus mee-
that have been collected in

insects  are
wre

oulspread

i

1

served in aleohol, Several

Tans)
Yosemite are thus presesved and
will be found displayed in the in-
sect collection. The Black Widow
Spider gets its name because of the
habit the female has of eatng the
male, which wsually is much small-
e¢r. For this resson not many males
ae seen.  Conscquently, Assistant
Park Naturalist Beatty was some-
what surprized when he found one
in the shop where Nature Notes are

printed, The male, however, when
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it has attained adult size, is not
dangerous, and so need not be fear-
ed, although when young it is said
to be as venomous as the same siz-
ed female.

Not all butterllies can be identi-
fied in the field, but anyone in Tu-
olumne Meadows region can guick-
ly learn the Behr's Sulphur (Eury-
mus behril) since it iz the only
greenish  eolored butterfly to  be
found there. The Behr's Sulphur
has considerable local history inter-
est, Previous to the opening of the
Tioga rvoad, practically all of the
Behi's Sulphur butterflies known to
scienge  were collected by Jbhn
Lembe 1, who homesteaded the Soda
Springs section in Tuolumne Mead-
ows, and after whom Lembert Dome
was named, He kept the locality
where he obiained these insects a
eecret, so probably made consider-
able side money hy supplying the
demand of what scientists consid-
crad 4 rare butterfly, There is an
unawih onticated but  interesting
story that Lembert was killed by
irate "ndian braves when he refus-
ed to purchase the hutterflies they
brought at his request, and that the
Indian squaws who buried him cov-
eced his grave with these supposed-
ly rave msects.

Whether or not the contention is
true that the nine-foot cross section
of a Big Tree (Sequola gigantea)
makes the most interesting museum
exhibit cannot easily be deiermin-
ed. Nevertheless, it does attracl a

good deal of attention, Few vizitnrs
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pass it by without examinimg it and  proximately 1300 different kinds of

reading the labels.

Another interesting tree exhibit
is to be found in the tree room on
the
Szctions of trunks of all

second floor of the museurr,

the

portant Yosemite trees are disploy-

ed showing the bark characteristics
and  wood  structure, In

the trees are shown.

vigitors to auickly learn the com-=
mon iree: they encounter arcund
thelr camps.

Hanging on the walls of the awdi

torium, which is just beyond the y
many &

tree poom, are mounts  of

common Yosemite flowers. Belore
ihe development of the Wi Flow-
vr Garden,
helped wisitors to identifly flowers
in the Park,

however, it is no longer necessary

ithey observe Naw,
to examine dried and fadsd speci-
mens for the arvea directly behind
the museum contains living repre-
sentatives of most flowers that are
w=en by wisitors.

The museum wildflower garden is
unigqua in that it is not merely a
floral display, but iz designed 1o
illustrate the various kinds of plant
communities found growing at dif-
ferent elevations throughout the
Fark. In order 1o be of direct ar-
slstemee 1o students of bolany aod
others, communities sre named and
labeled
with common and scientifie names,

It iz estimaled that there are ap-

the important plants are

- &

Riker i}
Mounis above each trunk, examples i
of the Eoliage, cones and fruits of g
A ghort study S
period in this room will enable park ¢

these pressed plants |

flowering plants in Yosemile Na-

t‘onal Fark. The only scientific

method of studying such a large as-

Sky Pilot

Polewonivm confertin vr. caipiiiom

This lovely azure-blue plant is an
alpine, prowing above timberline.

semblage of plants is by collecting

a number of speeimens of each.
When

mounied on standard size herbarium

dried the specimens are
sheets and stored away until a suf-
ficient number accumulate to war-
rant examination, of
tha same species from different ele-
vations and habitats often results
i interesling and worthwhile con=

Comparison

tributions to our knowledge,
Although not  belonging
pressed  flowey exhibit, part of the

to  the
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nevertheless,  is
The

mushrooms and toadstools exhibited

callection,
displayed in the same room.

Luangi

illustrate many of the common va-
near the
trails in and around Yosemite Val-

rieties frequently seeon

ley, Mo attempt is made to indi-
cate the edible kinds for some poi-
sopnous [ungi look so much like the
non-poizonous ones that it s oal-
ways unwise Lo eat any but those
known to be sale

O 1he many species found in the
Park, the Sierar S-ulptured Pufi-
ball {Calvatia sculpta) is certainly

the most strikinely formed.  Instead

vl having o smooth exterior like
most pulf-balls, the surlace is cov=
eved with long slendzr pyramids
wish cecurved tips. Ano hey speci-
men of dilflerent species 15 prob=
tha fargest of its knd ever
colleeted, It i superceeded in siee
by o pufl-ball found in Canada that

one-half [eetl in

vhly

WHS Over ong H.I'll:!
fiameter,  Our
inches across,

specimen is  fen

The principal problem that con-
[renls Yosemite Park Service per-
sonnel today involves meeting the
ithallenge given by Congress when

1hie area was set aside as Yosemnite
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Mational Park. Not only is this Park
fo be used and enjoyed by this
generation, but it is to be handed
on to the next and future pgenera-
fion unimpaired and in as near as
pozaible the same condition as when
given, Only by recording condi-
tions as they are now, can the pres-
ent Park guardians know whether
or net they have fulfilled their duty.
Thus, intensive ecological study on
avens 5ot aside for this purpose have
bren in progress for three years.
The resulting reports present de-
iniled  descriptions of present con-
dticne which can be checked any
fime in the future and our service
lowmnd either wanting or salisfactory,
Tha tha

Yosemile Museum, tox

callections  of
addition

hr scenlilic data and specimens

seientific

in

th v condain, are inventories of the
{lora and fauna as compiled by thi=
Mot only is it hoped
that they will be used and enjoyed

Eeneration.

by the visiting publie, bui that they
will sopye as evidence of our re-
gard for the preservation of the

valuez inherent in  these superb

wildernesses and scenic areas known

a3z National Parks.
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