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The Diary of a Robin Family
By Elizabeth H. Godfrey

Over the week-end of April 24
and 25, a mother Robin commenced
building her mnest on the north-
west drafting room window ledge
of the Park Service Adminisiration
Bul.ding, facing the Cirls' Club,—
a wise bird keeping company with
the enginesrs,

On Monday, April 26, when the
ne:t was discovered by Fancis Ed-
ward, a CCOC enrollee assigned to
he drafting room, construction was
well underway. Engineering Drafis-
man E C. Smith, realizing the mar-
veloud opportunity for observing
the nesting ac'ivities from start to
finish, asked Francis 1o keep a
diazy, or daily progress repost.
This diary, which was continued
by the writer when Francis was
‘ransferred to the Strawberry Can-
yon CCC camp at Berkeley, Cali-
fornia on May 13 reveals some in-
teresting facts ahout Robing, and
it guoted werba*im,

Monday, April 26. - Nest is well

underway, All day mother Hobin
works ceaselessly, making round
trips to the meadow grass lawn at
the north end of the building for
beak loads of snow-faded grass. In
arranging it in the nest, she uses
the touch system: viz., she doesn’t
seem to be looking at what she is
doing, This afterncon, she's apply-
in plaster, or mud . . ., Hasn't re-
twned for sometime now, and is
apparen’ly giving the mud a chanee
o dry out. She's very tame, and
tetally indifferent to “snoopers.”
April 27. - She hasn't appeared
gl morning. MNow, almost noon,
she's back, continuing her plaster-
ing. The nest is gaining in size, As
there is plenty of precipitation, she
has only to drop to the ground be-
lew the window for loads of mud.
Henee, her trips are wvery rapid
She just made a forced landine
with a heavy load of straw and
mud, On the second attempt, she
reached the sill, dropped her build-
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ing material into the pest, and is
pushing it in place apparently with
her breast, but possibly employ-
ing her feet ‘also, From the size of
her burdens, she might logically be
in for a stiff neck Occasionally she
stops to eat raizins, We are keep-
in a cong‘ant supply of them strewn
along the window ledge. Here's a
Blue-fronted Jay, who has invited
himeelf in for raizsins. But no. He's
ot welcome, Our Robin is chasing
him of n a most inhospiable
fashion, and if he has any sense of
delicacy, he won't come back,

April 28, - This morning she is
lining her nest with grass, which
is the finishing touch. The grass s
of a finer gquality than that used
in the puter consiruction. It iz a
good-looking nest, about four in-
ches wide by three inches in depth,
with smooth, well rounded interior
sides, and a clever exterior combin-
stion of mud and meadow grass, It
has taken her approximately four
snd one-half Robin-days to com-
plete her project.

E. C. Smith, who has chosen him-
gelf to be podfather to the Robin
family, is taking up penny contri-
butione from interested friends for
a Robin Raisin Fund. In all he col-
lected  thirty cenls—enough for
three boxes of raisins.

April 29, - Our Robin returned
to her nest only three times today
to make sure that all is well, and
io have some raizins

April 30, May 1, May 2. - No
Rohin,

May 3. = She's back, and is ignor-
ing the raisins. Spenl some time
sitling on the nest. Saw her hunt-
ing worms in lawn at north end of
busilding,

May 4, - No bird his morning,
nor as yet has a male hird shown
vp, Maybe he's hen-pecked, and
doesn't live at home much,

Noon. - Have seen her from time
tc time hopping around on  the
lawn below the window. O-ho! The
Father Robin and the Mother are
Loth on the ledge eating heartily
of raisins. They're a good-looking
pair, alim, young, and well-groom-
ed, There he is now on the Oak
tree opposite and only several feet
in  joyful,
clear, sweet noles, as though to

from the nest, singing

exp:ess his delight in the nest and
in his mate. We're all glad he has
oppeared on the scene, and have
pronounced him all right.

May 5, 6 and 7. - Mother Robin
cn the nest at intervals., She does
a lot of seratching, making
beak-reaches under wings
“gomething” that is tormenting her.
Relaxed, she's a study on the nest,
with head, back and tail ot a severe,
swooping angle.

May B. - 9:30 A. M. Exciternent in
the air, There is one .blug egg in
the mnest. This iz the tenth day
since its completion, Father Robin
sings often throughout the dzy. We
raised the window about six inches
tor f{uture photographic purposes
#0 as to accustom the Robins to
having it up. Park Photographer

long
far
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Holph Anderson has also partition-
wd off the nest from the drafting
room by placing a curtain about a
foot from the window. Observers
may look over the top of the cur-
tain, which conceals about half of
the lower sash, and down on the
st

May 9. - Second egg.

May 10. - Third ege.

May 11. = Fourth egg

It haz tlaken the Mother Robin
four days to lay her Ffour egos,
Meanwhile Fa her Robin has been
keeping close to her, bringing her
worms  in his beak and feeding
them to her, For entertainment he
sings solos, When observers slip
up ‘o the nest too quiety, the
Mother Rohin flics off sta-tled, but
if audible steps snnounecing thelr
presence are made, she sis tight
end still inoam alert attitude.

May 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. - Daily
incuba‘ion. Mother Robin leaves
the nest only occasionaly for food
pnid exercize, never going far away,
Often she perches on the Oak op-
posite wi'h a wary eye on the nest,
When she returns, she snuggles
down on the eggs gently with a
fain® chirp, as though talking to
them,

May 17. - Mother Robin is photo-
g aphed on the nest for the first
{ime by Park Photographer Ander-
son. She poses as well az a Robin
might, ‘ilting her head from one
side to the other in praizeworthy
nonchalance,

May 18 - Continued incuba‘ion,

May 19, - Mother Robn is look-
ing over her eggs wisely this morn-
ing, and making a gueer chirping
sound. She evidently knows that
some hing  exeiting & about to
happen,

Four Little Robins Are Huaiched

May 20. - Robin No. 1L

May 21. - Hobin No, 2.

May 23. - Robin No. i,

May 24. - Robin No. 4,

A comparison  with the dates
when the eggs were laid shows that
the incubation period was twelve
days Godfather Smith is receiving
conpgratulations, but doesn't  think
much of the suggestion that he
migh! pass around some cigars

The babies are pink, palpitating,
featherless, fledglings with only
suggestions of down on their bony
frames, heads, and wings. Their
eyes, of course, are tightly closed.
When the pavent hirds approach
‘he nest with a “tuck-tuek, half
cluck™  sound, the long, skinny
necks of the fledglings fairly spring
up oul of the nest instantaneodshy
With mouths wide open, they wail
perfectly poised for a . ration of
woims to be ‘hrust far down their
gullets; It is noticed that the bahy
Robins are fed almost exclusively
on premasticated, pale green worms
about an inch [ong for the first [ew
days of life.

The parent hirds keep the nest
serupulously colean, carrying away
the excreta, which is a white, sticky
subslance, in their beaks, and some-
times devouring It. Meither is there
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a particle of egg shell remaining
in the nest,

May 25. - Valley bird lovers keep
iripping In and out to walch the
Robins, The {eeding process goes on
eontinuously all day., The parent
bird stands on the edge of the nest
and thrusts live, wiggling worms
far down the throatz of the babies
Often after having fed the worms
te ome hungry mouth, the parent
Hobin thrusts an empty beak down
other empty throats, as a consola-
tion pgesture. The older birds are
light brown

now having  some

WIUTTTLE,

May 26. - Today the older birvds
are almost covered with soft, davk
grayish down, A few feathers are
The
father Robin ls ceitainly doing his
share in providing worms, We know

eculcropping on Cheir wings,

him instantly, not only by his
darker breast, but because there is
an unruly fea'her out of plage on
hiz weﬂ-grr_;umud back., We hear
the young omes chirping for the
first time, thiz af'erncon, The o dest
Robin is six days old

May 27. - A few more feathers
have appeared, and the nest is be-
ginning to be just a bit crowded.
One of the babies iz delermined to
poke itz head out from under the
mother's breast, as though for a
breath The others don't
seem to mind  bheing smothered,
When the mother is not on the nest,
the hirds
gether,

of air.

cuddle up snugly lo-

May 28. - Babies are very active
today. Down is being replaced with
gray and while feathers, especially
un the wings. Park Photographer
Ralph Anderson took some more
pictures today,

May 28, - One Robin, undoubted -
ly Mo, 1, who is nine days old, has
is eyes parlly open.

DMay 30 and 31st - Sunday and &
holiday.

June 1, - The fledglings are well
covered now with feathers. Hobin
No. 1 05 very restless, and is making
a depera‘e effort to get out of the
After a bit, gives up, and
slumps back inte the nest. It's a
ploture little ERohins
alecp with their throals re-ting
cn he edge of the nest for a pillow,
them

ne-t,

‘o see four

while the Father szings to
neat by,

June 2. - All the Robin chi.dren
have opened their eyes. Bven No.
4 iz well-fea'hered with only a
patch of down on its little head.
This zticks up through ‘he feathers,
“P. M, - Mr. Seott of the Interior
Depar ment Motion Picture Divi-
sion took some movies of the Ro-
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bin family, One of the bables posed
with its mouth open, while the
pthers seratched. The nest seems
over-liowing with Hobins. God-
fa. her Smith deems it advisable to
install a =mall {ree limb from the
window ledge to the Oak, just in
case this very daring Robin No. 1
stails to {ly before it should,

Juné 3. = The limb decided upon
yesterday is installed, and the par-
en: Robins are regarding it warily
ns though to say, “How did this
grow over night In addition, a
wire basket hasz been placed di-
rectly under the nest, It is an old
desk basket found over in the
warehouse, and still has an appro-
priate card with “out-going” print-
ed on it

June 4. - You would never recog-

FEl

nize the young Robins as the home-
Iy fledglings Their
feathers have far more white in

they were.

them ‘kan the mature Robins,
their hreasts are speckled with or-
unge, black and white. Rohins Nos.
1 and 2 have the courage to get
oul on the window ledge, and flap
their wings in eager anticipa ion.
We're glad that mailing baske: is
there,

P. M. - Flazh - FILING BASKET
SAVES ROBIN NO. 1 FROM
FALLING, Alas! We hold our
breath, and watch that fearless,
young rascal only two weeks old
make a second Fight attempt. This
time he misses the basket and falls
smack on the ground. Hurrah! It

get'ing up. The parent birds are

near now, and, we hope, giving
Robin Ne, 1 some necessary flying
advice. We can't help bul admire
its pluck and courage anyway.

June 5 - Robin No. 2 wanfs to
take flight, but he hesitates, It's
out on the window ledge, flapping
its wings. Robins & and 4 are much
more comfortable in the nest and
just fifl it. Imagine how they like
it when Robin No. 2 crowds back
in, Godfather Smith is mighty dis-
gusted, and says as he turms away,
“You great hig sissy.”

June 6. - Sunday.

June 7. - Monday., The nest is
empiy.

From this diary we find that it
takes a Robin four and one-half
days to build her nesi; the male
doesi't help build the nest except
‘o sing his encouragement; that ten
days after completion of the nest
the first ege iz laid; that it takes
four days for a Robin to lay her
eggs; that the incubation period 1s
twelve dayz; that Robins commence
cheeping at six days' old; that their
eyes gpen on the ninth day; that
they take flight when two weeks
old; that female does all the incu-
bating; that he sometimes feeds her
an nest and that he helps feed
wvoung on the nest,

After the flight of the Robins the
father often brought them to the
Oak tree opposite the window. At
three weeks' old they looked as
arge s he, with soft, fluffy feath-
ers. He waz still feeding them,
and would fly from the ledge to
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the Oak with raisins, Later he
taught them to fly to the ledge and
how to eat raisins. After the raisin
supply pave out the latter part of
June, we decided to stop this sup-
plemental feeding, and bought no
more, For several days, two of the
young Hobins sat for hours in the
Oak tree walting for the raisins.

Mow they do not come near,

It was noticed that the Father
Hobin seemed to have almost total
charge of feeding the young after
they had taken flight, and the
mother bird was zeldom seen, As
robins often nest fwice in a season,
it is presumed she was busy with
new nesting activitiez elsewhere,

Bears Vocabulary
By Ranger Lon Garrison

Many old timers have told me
that mother bears communicate
with their cubs by elicking their
teeth, How extensively this is dona,
I do not knew, but it iz definitely
true of commands to the yvoung-
stera to go up trees, and with vari-
ations  for them {o reverse the
process, Al Glacier Point last sum-
mer ihere was very prominently
in evidence a mother bear with

three cubs.  While

feeding near B 5
Washburn Turn, she was disturbed

them  farther up.
About  ten

danger apparently being over, she

minutes  later, the
called them back down by andther
cound that was more like, "Clunpk.
cungk, clungk!" It was a dullee,

by a higger, ugy, rusty, old fellow B

who chased her
area, Tagging the three cubs, she

was pursuing her, she spanked the

last cub, to get it to move ahead

vut of the way, and then very dis-, "

tictly clicked her teeth twice—
“Click, elick.” It was a clear open
sound like it was made in the for-
ward part of the mouth. The cubs
elimbed up a nearhy tree but scon
stopped. Another pair of clicks sent

away from thef

more muffled syllable from far-
ther back in the throal and sounded
like it might be a comb nation of
tooth champing and a grunt. Obe-

dient'y, the three youngters des-
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ponded and joined her at the fool
of the tree, Suddenly the other bear
ptuck its head around the corner
of a nearby rock,

“Click,

cick!” With no hesita-

tion the cubs went back up the
Again a wait of about ten
minutes, and “Clungk, Clungk,
Clungk, Clungk!” The cubs were on
their way down apain as I left.

tree,

Destinctive Behavior of Many Yosemite Birds

HAWES and BEAGLES with long
alrong wings are most often seen
in air ereling and soaring.

OWLS more often heard than seen
ps most of them forlapge at night
Have large eyves, brownish colora-
tion, flight noizeless,

SEWIFIS are swiftest fliers  which
dart h'gh in air about cliff walls
eapturing insects on wing.

HUMMINGEBIRDS are the smallest
of birds with irridescent plumage
which buzz about
traciing nectar and liny insects
with their lonz needle-shapad
hills,

flowers ex-

e

(atliope
(LIS T,

EINCFISHERS fly or perch above
waler (o plunge beneath surface
to capture small fish in their long
bills.

WOODPECKERS with long, strong
bills, climb-sup and down the
trunks of trees bracing with their
tals and tapping the bark wvig-
arously,

FLYCATCHERS sit with
drooping, teetering tails, watching
alertly for insect prey upom which

erect

they pounce in  mid-air, after-

wards returning to their perch.
SWALLOWS  with
wings, skim through the air in
long

long pointed

graceful and sustained

flights.

WWhile Mmsarteg _\_‘;mrr

Wialel-greendwallaw

JAYS are good-zized blue birds,
with raveous call and bold be-
havior, inhabiting open fields and
wooded areas. Very commeon ab-
out camps.

CHICEADEES and TITMICE are
small, noisy, active, restless birds
feeding largely in foliage or on
inner limbs. They have fuffy, gray
ish plumage straight
bills, with which they often ham-
mer seeds with woodpecker-like
blows while holding them with
their feet.

NUTHATCHES are smaller than
woodpeckers and have much the
swme habit of elimbing up and

and short
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down tree-trunks but with a freer
wig-wagping motion, often des-
cending head downward.

Rud-breasfad
Muthatch

CREEPERS as the name implies
ereep upward on the trunks of
trees and the larger limbs, search-
ing for insects in the crevices of
the bark,

DIPFPERS, (Water Ouzels), of dark
slaty gray plumage are seen dip-
ping into rushing streams for
food or bobbing up and down on
mid-stream rocks.

THRUSHES, with the exception of
the ROBIN amd BLUEBIRD, are
very plainly dressed and have
spotted breasts. They run about

on the ground stopping suddenly
in listening attitudes,

KINGLETS, tiny, chubby birds with
large eyes, move restlesly about
in foliage, ever keeping on the
TOVE,

VIREOS are chubby, large-eved
hirds, the color of foliage, They
gre at home in the boughs of trees
and sing freely as they glide in
and out among the leaves to feed,

WARBLERS are tireless,
gaily-colored explorers of  the
twigs of trees and bushes. A
few exhibit flveatcher-like hahbits,

BLACKE'RDS have bright plum
age and inhsbit open
fields. The sexes differ in colora-
tion. Winter flocking is the rule.

TANAGERS the
brilliant plumage of the males,
are birds of the coniferous (orests
during the summer,

SPARROWS and FINCHES have
stout seed-cracking hills, feed on
or near the ground, seldom fly
high or far at a time, and are for

amall,

usually

remarkable for

the most part fine songsters, Jun-

cos and Grosbeaks belong in this
group.
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