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101 Wildflowers of Yosemite

By M. E. Beatty, C. A. Harwell, and J. E. Cole
IHlustrations by Mary V. Hood

This bulletin has been pre
pared fo supply the need for o
small publication dealing with
the more commeon flowesrs of
the Park. The illustroilons were
all drawn by Mis. Mawy V.
Hood, through whose untiring
effortz this  publication  has
been mods possible: The draw-
ings, all from living specimens,
Iepresent several summers
work, thersfore she has copy-
righted them.

The text has been mode: sim-
pie ond non-dechnical, Scien-
tific names hove been added
becguss common NOmMes Vary
=0 much in different localities.
Sub-specific names (those
aiven for varietles within a spe-
cies! hove been omilted: The
"Manual of the Flowering
Plonts of California™ by Br. W.
L. Jepson, hoz been followed
for scientific names and for the
arder in which the plants are
treated, Descripiions are of ne-
cessity brief and the reader Is

wrged to consult stondord flow-
ar texts for more detalled in-
formation, A number of theses
books may be read in the Yo
semite Museum Library or may
be purchased at the Mussum
sales counier.

The reader will undeoubledly
discover a greal number of
flowering plants in the field
that are not described in this
bulletin, az over 400 species
hoave been recorded for the
Park. Pleaze do not pick flow-
er specimens gz this iz sirictly
prohibiled by poark regulaticns.
For identification of any plant
vou don't recognize; wrile o
thorough descripion. gnd the
naturalist on duty at the Mu-
seurmn will gladly help vou de-
terming i, Or visit the Mussum
Wildflower Garden where
these 101 Wildflowers. togethsr
with several hundred other
species ore growing, all cof
them plainly labelled,
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LHY FAMILY

DEATH CAMAS
Zyvgadenus venenosus Wats,

S

Flowers small, numerous;
greenish-white. Stems 3 1o 2
feat high. Leoves grozsliks;
moslly bosal; often eaten by
sheep with {atol results, hence
the name Death Comas. Ven-
enceug iz Lotin for poifonous.
Grows in moist meadows as in
Little Yosemite ond Yosemite
Valleys, but nowhere cbund-
ani.

CORN LILY or
FALSE HELLEBOHRE
Verairum californicum Durand

Flowers ﬂm]]. numercus, dull-
whiter, Siems very =tout, 3 to B
feet high, ond lealy like o corn
stalk: Leowes large, € to 12
inches long, ond brood, coorse-
v veined. Often mistaken for
Bkunk Caobbage which bae-
longs to o differsnt family.
Blooms mideummer in  moist
meadows obove Valley rim.
Best seen along Glacisr Paint
Road in July.

BLUE CAMAS
Camaszia quamash Groone.

Flowers blus, loosaly clustared
al top of stems which are 1 1o
214 fest high, Lecves gross.
like. PBulbs were extensively
used by Indiemes for food. Scien-
tifte nome taken from Chinook
Indicn words meoning sweet,
Bast zeen in boggy meadows
dalong the: Glacier Point Road
where the conspicucus flowers
torm moss effects of blue,
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LILY FAMILY

SOAP PLANT
Chlorogalum pomeridicnum
Kunih,

Flowers few, soattersd, white
with purple weins, cpen only
in late afterncon. Stems almost
leafless, 2 to 5 feat high. Leaves
numerous, often 2 feet long,
marging wavy, unusually lying
flat upon the ground. Indians
used the bulbe for foed, {ish
taking, end the fiber for brush-
25, Abundant around Wawena.

SWAMP ONION
Allium validum Wats.

Flowers many, rosepurpls, in
denge umbrellelike hMEds,
Stemz stout, 1 to 3 feet high,
two edaged. Leaves | to 2 fest
leng, arasslike. Plant has
gitong gorlic odor ag signified
by itz Latin nome Alllum. The
bulbe ore used for food emd
Eluvr:nring."‘ Fairly common in
wet meadows ot elevations be-
tween 4000 and 9000 feet.

GOLDEN BRODIAEA
Brodigea ixioides Wols.

Tlowers golden-yellow, weined
with brown, sixpointed omd
star shaped, in open clusters
on stems ¥ to 11 fest tall
Leaves fow omd arasslike.
Bulbs used by Indicms for food.
Common in sendy arecs up to
B500 feet where if is replaced
by o similar species
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LILY FAMILY

HARVEST BRODIAEA
Brodicea coronaria [epscon.

Flowers 3 to 11, wvicletblue,
radiating umbrella-like from
the end of the main stems,
which are from 6 1o 18 inches
high. The leaves die before the
plant bleoms in lote spring or
early summer. The bulbs were
eaten by the Indians. Best seen
in Siermra  foothills,. Yosemits
Valley, Wowono and cccosion-
ally higher.

COMMON BRODIAEA
Brodigea capitata Benth.

Flowers many, in« headliks
clusters of desp blue. Stems B
te 18 inches high. Leaves grass-
like, disappearing ecrly. Bulbs
eaten raw by Indions and the
earlier settlers, Capitata means
head. This the commonest bro-
dicgea of the Sierra foothills i=
alzo found in Yosemite Valley
and Wawena in early summer.,

"

MARIPOSA LILY
Calochortus leichilinii Hook,

Flowers erect, oup-shaped,
petals white with vellow bose
emd a dork spot obove the
hairy glond. Stems siiff, erect,
from a few inches to o foot or
more in height. This or other
related species may be found
threughout the region cmd in o
variety of shades. Maripesa is
Bpanish for butterfly,
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LILY FAMILY

WASHINGTON LILY
Lilium washinglonionum Kell

Flowers pure whils, tuming
purple: with cge, very large
cnd fragremt. Stems 2 to 5 fest
high. Lecaves 3 to § inches long,
L to 1Y inches wide. Grows
on dry chaparral covered
slopes, its Easter Lily-like flow-
ers projecting above the pro-
tective thickets. Nowhere com-
meon but found from elevations
of BODD ta 7500 fest.

LITTLE LEOPARD LILY
Lilium parvam Kell.

Flowers 2 to many, orange-
vellow spotled with purple,
1 to 145 inches long. Stems 1
to 6 feet high: Leaves whorled,
3 to 4 inches long, 1 inch or
less broad. Found commonly in
moist situations up to 9000 feet.
Best seen in Yosemite Valley
near Happy Isles.

. FALSE SOLOMON'S SEAL
Smilacina amplexicaulis Nuit.

Flowers very small, white and
in close clusters, Stems leafy,
1 to 3 fe=t high. Leaves 310 514
inches long, many - nerved
Stems and under sides of the
leaves usually rough with short
hairs. Grows sporingly in
shady woods, This cnd o relat-
ed species may be seen up to
elevations of 7000 feet

79
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IRIS FAMILY
WESTERN BLUE FLAG

Iris missouriensis MNutt
Flowers lorge, 2 1o 21% inches
leng, petals paole blue to white,
Stem= 10 to 24 inches high,
necrly noked except ai bose
Leoves abeut Uy inch wide,
mostly shorter than the stem,
Best seen in El Copilen mea-
dews in early summer.

BLUE.EYED GRASS
Sisyrinchium bellum Wats.

Flowers small, about % inch
wide, blus with vellow at base,
3 to 7 per stern. Stems two-
edged, 4 to 2 feet high, Leaves
grass-like, very narow and
long, bt sherter than the stams,
Plentifill in Yesemite Valley
meodows, blossoming in lale
spring,

ORCHID FAMILY

SIERRA REIN-ORCHIS
Habenaria leucostachys Wats,

Flowers white, in a long denss
spike. Stems robust; 1 10 3 teet
high, lealy throughout. Leaves
long; 1 inch or less wids; upper
ones shorter. This showy orchid
ia olten encountered in wet
baggy places around Yosemite
Valley and the Mariposa Grove
af Big Treea,
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ORCHID FAMILY

SPOTTED CORAL-ROOT
Corallorrhiza maculata Hol.

Flowers brownish, spotted with
purple: Stems | to 2 fest high.
Leaves reduced 1o papery
sheaths. This plant is o sapro-
phyte or rootpoarasite, hence is
without green herboge. Grows
among ping nesdles and other
decaving  vegetation through-
out the Yeosemile region but no-
where common.

BIRTHWORT FAMILY

WILD GINGER
Azarum hartwegi Wats.

Flowers brownish, hairy, gen-
erally hidden by the clumps of
broad, strikingly mottled, heart-
shaped leaves. Stems appear
lacking, the rootsialks, or sub-
terramium prostrale stems, are
hidden cmong the dry leaves
or duff. The rootsialks, although
highly aromate, aore not used
commerciclly,, © om m on
throughout the Yellow Pine belt
in Yosemite.

BUCKWHEAT FAMILY

ENOTWEED
Polygonum bistortoides Pursh.

Flowers while, in compact
roundish or oylindrical termi-
nal heads: Stems 14 to 2 feet
high. Basal leaves 3 to § inches
long, ¥ to 1 Inch wide. upper
leaves smaoller. Common s
showy spackling of white flow-
ers topping the green arass in
wet meadows of moderais alti-
tuda.
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YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

BUCKWHEAT FAMILY

NUDE BUCEWHEAT
Eriogonum nudum Doual.

Flowers small, dull white to
pink, crowded in ballshaped
heads In forks ond on ends of
stema. Slems | to 3 feet high,
slender, without leaves {nud-
um). Leaves 1 to 2 Inches long
in o basal clusier, Common in
dry areas throughout Park.

SULPHUR FLOWER
Eriogonum umbellatum Torr.

Flowera sulphur-yellow, numer-
ous, forming dense umbrella-
like heads. Stems 3 to 12 inches
high, momy branched. Leaves
small, white-woolly underneath
and smodth above. Common ol
middle elevations on dry,
rocky, open slopes, o8 on Sen-
tinel Dome.

‘PURSLANE FAMILY

PUSSY PAWS
Calypiridium umbellatum
Grecne.

Flowers rosecolored, in dense
clusters at ends of stems, Slems
erect Of more commonly somi-
proteate, 4 to 12 inches long,
nearly bare of legves. Leaves
meirnly basgl, 1 to 4 nches
long. Common in Valley and
throughout Park in dry, open
OIS,
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PURSLANE FAMILY

MINER'S LETTUCE
Montia perioliata Howall

Flowers tiny, white o pinkish.
Stems Y to 1 {oot high, bare
except for o pair of united
leaves just below flowers
through which stems appecr to
penetrate; Other leaves basal.
The succulent basal leaves
cmd stems were egten by In-
dions ond miners oa greens,
Commoen in Yosemits Valley in
shady spots.

PINK FAMILY

INDIAN PINK
Silene californica [Dur.

Flowers brilliant scarlet, owver
an inch acrogs, with deeply
cleft petals. Stems 15 to 1 foot
high. Lecves | 1o 3 inches long.
The common name "pink’ re-
fers not to the coler but to the
pinking (serraled edgea) of the
pefals. Best seen in cpen wood-

ed oregs along the Wowona
Bead.

BUTTERCUP FAMILY

MARSH MARIGOLD
Caltha biflora DC.

Flowers showy, white or blu-
ish on back. Stems erect, 4 to
12 inches high, naked. Leaves
1 to 4 inches wide, basal
Grows in moist places at high-
er elevations such as  wet

meadows along Glacier Point
Road.
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BUTTERCUP FAMILY

RED COLUMBINE
Aquilegia truncata F. & M.

Flowers red, with vellow cen-
ters, uzually nedding, Slems 1
to 3 fest high, slender. Basal
leaflets deeply lobed. Hum-
mingbirds enjoy the nectar
in the long flowerspurs, Com-
mon at all elevations in Park up
to near timberline where it is
replaced by the blue High
Mountain Columbine.

LARESPUR
Delphinium decorum F. & M.

Flowers deep blue, in a looze
cluster along stern. Stems slen-
der, 14 1o 2 feat hish. Leaves
few, lower ones desply lobed.
Best zeen in meadows ond
open spaces of pine forosts.
Many species of native lark-
spurs are known {o be poison-
ous to cattle and horses.

MONESHOOD
Aconitum columbionum Nutt.

Flowers blus, often mixed with
white; helmetshaped hoods
distinctive, Stems 14 to 3 fest
high. Lower leaves [ivelched,
2 to 3 inches wide: Found in
moist places at 4000 o B00O it
This particular species of
monkshood is believed io be
poisonous to cattle.
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BUTTERCUF FAMILY

COMMON EBUTTERCUP
Ranunculus californicus Benth.

Flowers severdl, vellow, £ o
1 inch wide, Stems leoossly
branched, | to 2 fest high. Up-
per leaves amall ond few, low-
er ones parted, the lobes tooth-
ad, Common in dry mecadows
of Yosemite Valley and Weawo-
e

POPPY FAMILY

CALIFORNIA POPPY
Eschscholtzria californica
Chom.

Flowers oronge to pale vellow,
14 10 2 inches wide. Stems ersct,
lealy, 3 to 2 fest high. Leaves
much dissected into segments
| to B inches long. Found only
at lower elevations such cs
Wawena and a few plagss in
Yosemite Valley. Our state
flower.

FUMITORY FAMILY

BLEEDING HEART
Dicentra formosa DC.

Flowers rosepuple, heart
ghoped, clustered near end of
stomes: Stems naked, 8 to 18
inches high. Leaves with mary
lobes, all from creeping ook
gialks, Grows in shaded woods
in Yosemite Velley cmd up o
6000 feet in the Park,
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MUSTARD FAMILY

SHIELD LEAF
Streptanthus tortuosus Kall.

Flowers small, rosepurple ar
whitish with purpla veins
Stemns % to 3 feet high, memy
bramched. Leaves coblong 1o
roundish, the upper ones clasp-
ing the stems. Pods slendes, 2
lo 6 inches long., Common in
Yosemite throughoui the pine
belt.

WESTERN WALL-FLOWER
Erysimum asperum DC.

Flowers bright oronge, in fer
minal clusiers. Stems estect, 1
to 244 feet high, Leaves narrow,
3 to b inches long, edges ol
times ioothed. Common from
the foothills up o about 000 f

STONECROP FAMILY

STONECROP
Sedum obtusatum Gray.

Flowers oronge-yellow, small
Stems 4 to B inches high with
few leaves. Leaves thick end
succulent, in bosal -Tosettes.
Plomt ‘spreading omd mgiied.
Common at higher elevations
in the Paork, particularly in
rocky areas. Formerly commeon
on Sentinel Dome.
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SAXIFRAGE FAMILY

ALUM-ROOT
Heuchera micrantha Dougl.

Flowers minute, numerous,
white. Flowering stems 1 to 2
feet high. Leaves mostly basal,
roughly heartshaped, 1 to 31
inches wide, more or less
tocthed cmd lobed. The folicoe
ig more gttractive than the flgywe-
ers and forms a lovely decora-
tion on shady slopes surround-
ing Yosemite Valley.

ROEE FAMILY

SPIREA
Spircea densziflora MNuit

Flowers small, numerous, rose-
colored, forming compact round
termingl clusters 4 fo 114
inches across. Stems woody,
leafy, lorming dense clumps
up to 2 ieet high. Leaves 1 o
144 inches long, edges focthed.
A common low shrub best seen
at Yosemite Falls, Tenaya Lake
and Merced Lake,

WILD STRAWBERRY
Fragaria californica C. & 5.

Flowers white, % to 1 inch
wide, in imregular cluslers,
Nearly leafless stems 4 to §
inches high. Leogves in threes,
thin, edges toothed. Berries red
omd small. Found commonly
up to 6500 foot elevation
throughout Park. Berries eaten
by chipmunks, birds ond tour-
ists.
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ROSE FAMILY

YELLOW CINQUEFOIL
Potentilla glandulosa Lindl

Flowers vellow, solllary on
ends of meny branched siems
which are ¥ to 2 fest high.
Lecves with notched edoes,
mainly beasal. This plant with
a similar sub-=pecles cccurs
throughout the Yosemits re-
gion.

MOUSE-TAILS
Potentilla saniolinocides
(Greene.

Flowers small, whiis, numsr-
ous, spreading widely from the
maoin stems. Stems thin, nearly
nalad, 14 to ] foot high, widely
branched aohbove. Legves main-
Iy besal, resembling worms or
mouss-icdls, Falrly common ot
higher elevations on tops of
domes and other open sandy
places,

CALIFORNIA WILD ROSE
Resa californica C. & 5.

Flowers rogepink, %% fo 2
inches wide, Stems erect; 1 o B
feet high, with stout prickies.
Leaves 5 to ¥, sharply toothed.
This shrub fa commeon in Yo
semite up to elevations of 7000
feet. The flowers cxe both
abundont end freorant:
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ROSE FAMILY

MOUNTAIN MISERY
Chamaebatia foliclosa Benth,

Flowers whits, % inch wide, in
loose terminal cluslers. Slems
low, woody ond shrublike,
Leaves lacy, composed of tiny
crowded lobes. Plants have a
pungent, witch-hazellike odor.
Kitkitdizes ond Bear Clover
are other commoeon names. Bast
sesn  along Wawong Hoad
where it forms scolid carpets
undsr pines.

PEA FAMILY

MEADOW LUPINE
Lupinus confertus Kell,

Flowers blue or pinkish, about
Lt inch long, crowded ond
whaorled around upper part of
alem, Sterms 6 to 15 inches tall.
Leoves gray, consisiing of 5 {e
B ledilets. Common in droy
meadows throughout the Yoo
semils region. There are over
a dozen other species of hu-
pines in the Park,

MEADOW HOSACEKIA
Lotus oblongifolius Gresns

. Flowers vyellow with some
white parts, % inch long, Siema
1 te 2 feet hich, weak and slen-
der but erect. Pods flat.  Ledal-
lets: 5 to 11 in pairs. Common
in gnoist, grossy places below
J000 feet. Best seen on borders
of meadows in Yeosemite Vel

lay,
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GERANIUM FAMILY

WILD GERANIUM
Geranium incisum Mutt,

Flowers pink to white; peials
with deep red veins. GSlems
eract, 1 to 2 {eet high. Leaves 2
o 4 inches wide, roundish and
divided Intc 5 or 7 lobed seg-
ments. Grows throughout the
Yallow Pins bBell in Yosemifs,

MALLOW FAMILY

WILD HOLLYHOCK
Sidalcea malvaeilora Groy

Flowers rosepink to purple, 14
b 14 inches long. Stema 1 1o 3
feet high, rough with shorl
hairs. Lecores wariable, the low-
er cnes blunily lobed cnd the
upper ones divided and tooth-
ed. Generally associated with
Wild Geranium in Yellow- Pine
forasts.

ST. JOHNE-WORT FAMILY

ST. JOHNS-WORT
Hypericum formosum HEE.

Flowers yellow, petals 1 inch
long, in loose termingl clusters.
Stema erect, 1 to 3 fest high.
Leaves 1 to | inch long, the
morging  block-dolled, Forms
showy maszes in meadows
and along streams at middle
aliitudes throughout Park.



101 WILDFLOWERS OF YOBSEMITE

VIOLET FAMILY

WESTEEN DOG VIOLET
Viola adunca Sm.

Flowers blusvislet, petals 14
inch long, apurs nearly as long.
Stems leady emd up to 4 inches
long. Leaves round-oval, 14 fo
2 inches long, Found in mead-
ows up to 9500 fest. Best seen
moist meadows in Yosemile
Valley.

EVENING PRIMEROEE FAMILY
CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA
Zauschneria latifolia Greene.
Flowers scarlet, 1 to 114 inches
long, tubular, stamens project-
ing. Stemes 14 to 215 fest high.
Leaves gray ond hairy, ¥ io
1% inches long, Much fervored
by hummingbirds. Grows on
roclky slopes up to 6500 fest.

Blooms in lote summer,

FIRE-WEED
Epilobium angustifolium L.

Flowers lilaepurple, lorge and
numercus. oStems erect, 2 to B
feat high. Leaves 3 to 6 inches
long, necxrly entire, narow.
Widely distributed in meadows
and dlong strecm bonks.

Especially heouricmt cnd showy
in bumed-over oreds, hence
the common name "Flreweed.”

a1
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EVENING PRIMROSE FAMILY

CLAREIA
Clarkia rhomboidea Dougl.

Flowers rose - purple, petals 14
to ¥ Inch long. Sterns eract. 1
to 3 fest high. Leaves 14 to 114
inches; long, Y% to 3 inches
wide. Nowhers abundemt but
widaely distributed throughout
the lower part of the Yellow
Pine helt.

FAREWELL TO SPRING
Godelia viminea Spach.

Flowers purplish or crimson,
with a larges purple sploich in
center of pelals, the base yel-
lowish; petals 1 to 3§ inches
long. Stems erect, from a few
inches to 2 feet hich. Loaaves 14
to 1% inches long; norrow.
Common in' Yogemite Valley'
during suminer.

EVENING PRIMROSE
Oenothera hookeri T, & G.

Flowers yvellow and large; pet
als 1 to 2 inches long. Stems
stout, erect, 3 to B feet high
Lecoves 4 to 10 inches long
Onece common in Yosemite Val
ley but eogerly sought by des
Best seen in Museum Wildflow-
er Garden in early ewvening
when it rapidly bursts into full
bloom from the bud. Ewvening
Prinirose Walks are scheduled
saveral times weekly during
July and August.
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EVENING PRIMROSE FAMILY

GAYOPHYTUM
Gayophytum diffusum T. & G

Flowers small, white, tuming
pink with age, loossly dispos-
ed alohg branches. Stems are
widsely bronched, % io 2 fest
high. Leaves up to 2 inches
long ond wvery necrrow. Com-
meon in dry cpen places up to
Hudeonion Zone. Blooms In
late summer.

PARSLEY FAMILY

QUEEN ANNE'S LACE
Eulophus bolanderi C. & H.

Flowsrs small, white, numer
ous, in flat heads or umbels
which have a distinctly lacy
gppearonce, Stems nedarly no-
ked. T {0 2 fest high. Leoves 3
to & inches long. Best seen in
meadows clong Glacier Point
Rood in Tuly.

COW PARSNIP
Heracleum lanatum Michix,

Flowers whits, amall, inmumer-
able, forming umbrells-like
heads 6 to 10 inches wide.
Stems course cnd heavy, 4 to
6 feet high. Leaflstz in thress,
deeply lobed cnd tosthed. 3 1o
12 inches across. Common in
moist places of middle olti-
tudes ds in Yosemile Vallay.

93
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HEATH FAMILY

WHITE-VEINED SHIN-LEAF
Pirola picta Sm.

Flowers greenish-white, nod-
dirier, Sterns Biio 15 inches hish,
without lscaves, Leaves basal,
shiny green with white veins,
1 fo 2 inches long. Picta
means painled or omamented.
Found in shody pine forests
In Yosemile Volley aond ot
higsher elevations.

PINE DROPS
Pterospora andromeda Nutt.

Flowers white, bell-shaped
nodding, =small. Siems ersct,
fleshy bt rother slendsr, very
sticky, | to 4 feet high. Leaves
reduced io Teddish - brown
scales. Grows in rich humus of
forest floor.: Best seen in Yoo
semite Valley clong the Lost
Arrow Troil,

SNOW PLANT
Sarcodes sanguinea Torr.

Flowars red, feshy, bellshop
ed, 14 to 3 inches long. closely
crowded cround moin  stern.
Stems erect, ziout end fleshy,
8 o 18 inches high, 1 inch or
more  thick. Bedas reddish
scoles insteagd of lecves. This
beoutiful and unusugl sapre-
phytic plont blooms early, gen-
erally along the edge of a

melfing snow bank. Besl seen

in the Mariposa Grove of Big
Treess in June and July.

L
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HEATH FAMILY

RED HEATHER
Phyllodoce breweri Heller

Flowers rose-purple, cup-shap-
ed, in termingl clusters. Stems
erect, lealy, 6 to 12 inches high,
Leaves wery narrow, shorl,
thickly crowded arcund stems.
Grows only at higher eleva
tlons where they form exten-
sive, showy stonds. Alse
known as Bryanthus.

WHITE HEATHER
Cassiope mertensiana Don.

Flowers pure white, bell-shap-
ed, nodding, with tiny red caps.
Stems rigid, 1 foot or lesa high,
densely leafy. Leaves very
ghort, closely overlapped in 4
rows. Found along rocky
ridges ocnd under ledges near
timber-line; Occasionally found
as low as Tuolumne Meadows.

PRIMROSE FAMILY

SIERRA SHOOTING STARS
Dodecatheon jeffreyi Moore

Flowers ¥ to | inch long, rose-
pink, boase yellowish with dis-
tinct purple bond. Stems naked,
o to 18 inches high, bearing o
cluster of 5 {o 15 nodding flow-
erg. Leaves 2 1o 15 ihches long
from base. This and other re
lated species are found com:
monly throughout the Yosem-
ite Teglon In wst meadows.
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GENTIAN FAMILY

GENTIAN
Gentiana holopetala Holm.

Flowers blus, tubular, 1 to 2
inches long. Stems 3 to 15 inch-
es high, each bearing o single,
ereci terminal flower. Leaves
short cnd narrow, Found in
meadows ranging from 5000 to
10,000 feet elevation. Ancther
species lfairly commoeon at lower
altitudes has fringed-edges o
the petals,

DOGBANE FAMILY

INDIAN HEMP
Apocynum cannabinum L.

Flowers small, greesnish-white
to pinkish-white, in short termi-
nal clusiers: Stems erect, 2 104
ieet high. Legves pale areen, 1
ta 3 inches long. The Yosemite
Indioms had meony uses for the
strong stem fbers. Best seen
near Bridaiveil Fall,

MILKWEED FAMILY

SHOWY MILEWEED
Asclepias speciosa Torr.

Flewers pink to reddish-purple,
guite showy in full bloom.
Stems stout, 2 to 5 feel high
Leaves gray, woolly, cblong, 3
io B inches long, opposite on
stems. The stems of milkweed
also fumished a strong flber
much used by the Indions. Best
zeen in Yosemite Vallev.
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GILIA FAMILY

DOUGLAS PHLOX
Phlox douglasii Hocok.

Flowers wory from neorly
white to pink or Bluish-purple,
termincl on short branchlets,
Stems very lealy, forming stiff
mats 3 to 4 inches high. Leaves
densely crowded, nearly awl-
shoped, shorply pointed, wery
shert, Grows on gravelly slopes
and summits above 5000 feet

SCARLET GILIA
Gilia aggregata Spreng.

Flewers scarlet or reddish, | o
114 inches lona stemens pro-
truding from tube: Stems erech,
1 to 214 inches high. Leaves di-
vided Into long norrow sec
tlons. This, the most showy of
our many gilias, moy be found
growing in logse, gravelly soil
al inlermadiale elevalions.

GLOBE GILIA
Gilia capitata Dougl.

Flowers pale blue to whits,
numerous in dense terminal
heads, Stems ¥ to 2 fest high,
bremched abowve, Looves di-
vided into neorow, deeply
notched lobes, 1 to 4 inches
leng. Beszt seen in Yosemite
Valley cnd at Wawaona.
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PHACELIA FAMILY

BABY BLUE-EYES
Nemophila menziesii H. & A.

Flowers ¥ to 1 inch wide,
light to deep blus, or whitish,
offten veined with purple cnd

dotted foword cenler. Stems

bromching, 4 to 12 inches high.
leaves 14 to 3 inches long,
deeply lobed, the upper leaves
less divided. Commoen foothill
species reaching Yosemite Val-
ley ond Waowona.

DRAPERIA
Draperia systyla Torr.

Flowers pale lovender, tubu-
lar, about ¥ inch leng. Stems
up lo 14 fest high. Leaves op-
posits, entite, 1102 Inches long,
silk-hairy, Grows throughout
the Yellow Pine beli. Best seen
glong trails to rim of Valley.

CATERPILLAR PLANT
Phacelia heterophylla Pursh.

Flowers whitish or pale blue,

corowded in collsd terminal

clusters resembling catergil-
lors; stamens halry and pro-
truding. Stems 1 to 2 feet high,
erect, Leoves groyish, mostly
basal, 1 1o B inches long, Vori-
agiions of this plont may be
found from the foothills to Te-
gions above timberline:
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BORAGE FAMILY

SIERRA FORGET-ME-NOT
Lappula velutina Piper,

Flowers blue, sometimes pink,
about ¥  inch wide. Stems
erect, 1 to 2 feet high, Leaves |

to 8 inches leng, smooth end

velvaty. Grows between 5000
cnd: 8500 foot elevation. Best
seen near Glacier Point.

MOUNTAIN BLUEBELL
Mertensia ciliala Don.

Flowears light blue, tubular,
with distinet white erests in the
openings. otems emect, | o 5
feet high, leafy. Leaves 21 to
6 inches long, 3% to 1 inches
wide. The handsome blue flow-
era, which are usually nedding,
are pink in the bud, forming a
lowvely mass contrast, Grows ot
=lacier Point and higher.

MINT FAMILY

GIANT HYSSOP
Agostache urticifolia Kize.

Flowers lavender and white,
numersas, in crowded  {ermi-
nal spikes 2 1o & inches long.
Stems 3 to 5 feel high, Leavas 1
lo & inches long, toothed., All
mints have scuare siems ond
opposite leoves Grows
throughout Park ot moderale
alfitudes. Common ol Wowona
end in Yosemite Valley.
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MINT FAMILY

SELF-HEAL
Brunella vulgaris L.

Flowers pinkish to muple, in
densza terminal clusters. Stems
sguare, 4 to, 12 Inches high.
Legves copposite, | to 3 inches
lang. Found in mountain medad-
ows up to 6000 fest. Naolural-
ized from Europe where it was
used as o curdgtive herb,

WESTERN PENNYROYAL
Monardella lanceolata Grory.

Flowers reddish-viclet, m com-
poct heads 1 inch wide, Stems
erect, 14 to £ feat high, squore.
Lecaves few, opposite, 1 to 214
inches long, This showy fras-
rant mint is comman ot lower
elevations being replaced high
er by Mi, Pennyroyal.

NIGHTSHADE FAMILY

NIGHTSHADE
Solonum xantii Gray,

Flowere omure-blue, soucer
shaped, 14 to 3 inches ocross.
Stems several, shrublike,
ceprecding, 1 to 8 fest high.
Lecrvas 1 to 114 Inches long,
entire. Berries light gresn, cher-
Iy zive, considerad poiscnois,
Easily recognized by the yel-
low emthers standine fogether
in the center of the blue flow-
ers. Grows up to 8500 foct ele-
votion.
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FIGWORT FAMILY

COMMON MULLEIN
Verbascum thapsus L.

Flowers vellow, crowded In a
long, dense spike | 1o 3 fest
long, 11 inches thick. Slems
stout, densely woolly, 3 1o 6
feet high. Leaves B to 12 inches
long; cblong-=shaoped, opposile.
An intreduced Europeon weed
now commen in Yosemite Val
ley and ot Wawona,

INNOCENCE
Collinsia tinctoria Horbwa.
Flowers white to vellowish,
purple: maorked in throat; in
successive whorls around slem.
Stems erect, ¥ 1o 2 feet high.
Leaves opposite, 1Y% to 24
inches long, coursely toothed.
Tinctoric refera to the brownish
stain imparted by hondling the
herbage. Found in warm areas
of Woawona and Yosemite Val-

ley.

LITTLE COLLINSIA
Collinsia torreyi Grooy

Flowers deep blue or wiolet,
amdll, 3 o B in whorls around
main stem. Stems erect, branch-
ing, & inches or less high.
Leaves narrow, seldem over
2 inches long. This small dalnty
plant is common in the pine
belt up to 6000 feet
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FIGWORT FAMILY

PRIDE OF THE MOUNTAINS
Penisiemon newberryi Gray,

Flowers bright red, tubular; 1
to 114 inches long. Stems num-
erous, 1 foot or less high.
Leaves ¥ to | inch long, upper
ones smaller. This, and a sim-
flar high mountoin  species
may be found throughout the
Park. Best seen on tocky ladaes
around Yosemite Vallesy,

YAWNING PENTSTEMON
Pentstemon breviflorus Lindl

Flowers white to {lesh-colored
with pinkish mearkings, upper
lip arched, lower lip curved
downward, agiving lower ap-
pearance ol yowning. Stems 3
o B feet high, much bremched,
Leaves opposite, 1 inch or
more long, Pentstemon meons
five: stamens. Dry hot hillsides
up ta 6500 feel.

WHORLED PENTSTEMON
Pentstemon confertus Dougl.

Flowers blue, tubular, % inch
or less long, in Successive
whorls. Stems erect, 3 inches to
2 ieet high. Leaves 1 to 4 inches
long. Plants varichle in size
and oppearance according o
elevation. Oeocurs In meadows
thronghout Park.




101 WILDFLOWERS OF YOSEMITE

FIGWORT FAMILY

LITTLE RED MIMULUS
Mimulus torreyi Grooy.

Flowers pinkpumple, & fo #
inches long. Stems from o few
inches to 1 fogt high, bremch-
ing. Lecves entire, 1 1o 1 inch
long. This dainty Little mimulug
forms red carpets in dry, open
places. Several other species of
little mimulas are to be found
in the area.

COMMON MONEEY FLOWER
Mimulus gutiatus DC.

“Flowers bright vellow, with
brownish spots in throat, 1 inch
or. more leng. Stems -erect
loaty, 1 to 2 feet high., Lecrves
sharply tocthed, % to 1Y
inches long., This species to-
gether with ather varicties mary
be found at all elevations in
the Sierra.

SCARLET MIMULUS
Mimulus cardinalis Dougl,

Flowers scarlet, 114 to 2 inches
lotia, decidedly  two - lipped,
stamens protuding. Siems
stout, mony bremehed, up to 4
fest high. Leaves coursely
tocthed, 2 to 4 inches long. In
SWaOmps Of Near running weoater
at middle elevations. Best seen
in Yosemite Valley and at Wa
wona. M. lewisii, g pink flower-
ed species arows at higher ele
vations.
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FIGWORT FAMILY

INDIAN PAINT BRUSH
Castillela miniata Dougl .

Flowers 1ed, 1 io 14 inches
long, clustered in dense termi-
nal spikes. Stems eract, 2 to 4
feat high, Leaves entire, 1 1o 3
inches long. Commen in moist
meadows from 3000 to 10,000 f
Closaly related to Owl's Clover
from which it is ot times dith-
cult to distinguish,

OWL'S CLOVER
Orthocarpus purpurascens
Benth.

Flowers crimson to purplish, 1
to 114 inches long. Stems erect,
6 to 12 inches high. Lecrves
parted inte moany norrow Seg-
ments, Abundont in fooihills
and lower elevations of Park.
Best seen ot Wowona, Similar
species common i higher ele-
wotions,

ELEPHANT HEADS
Pedicularis groenlandica Hetz

Flowers pink to red, in dense
gpikes 2 to 6 inches long. The
upturned beoks resenible ele-
phont trunks. Stema ¥ to 14
foel high. Leaves finely divided
and {featherlike, lorger ond
more numerous ot base of
stems. They mavy be found
growing in wet ploces ot high
elevations such as Tuclumne
Meadows.
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MADDER FAMILY

SWEET-SCENTED BEDSTRAW
Galium friflorum Michz

Flowesrs tiny, gresnish-white
on  threeforked flowersialks.
Stems branching, Tough, slen
der, 1 to 2 fest'hich. Leaves ¥
b 114 Inches long, mostly six
{o-each circle: The: flowers are
followad by tiny, prickly balls.
They grow in damp. shady
placss i1 Yeossmite Vallay,

SUNFLOWER FAMILY

GOLDENWEED
Aplopappus bloomeri Gray

Flowerheads vellow, small,
numerous. . Stems 1 o 3 fest
high, shruk-like. Leaves wvery
nerrow;: Y to 2 inches long,
grean and somewhal sticky or
somelimes white-woely, A low
shrub which grows in sandy
sail from 6000 to 9500 {=et in oc-
casional clumps. Best seen on
Glasier Point and Tioga Roads
in midsummer.

GOLDENROD
Sclidago elongata Fuit,

Flowers yellow, tiny, in small
compac! heads forming o py-
ramidal mass 3 to 7 inches
long. Stems 1 to 4 [esl high,
lealy 1o the top. Leaves 2 tood
inches long; shorply notched
except at base. Common in
meadows ot middle elsvations
such as Yasemile Valley.
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SUNFLOWER FAMILY

LESSINGIA
Lessingia leptoclada Groy.

Flower-heads llae, on slender
stalks bronching from erect
stems 1 1o 2 feet high. Leaves
woolly, 114 Inches or leas in
length. Abundant up to 5080
{aet. Best seen in Yosemita Val,
ley in late summer.

YOSEMITE ASTER
Aster adscendens Lindl.

Disk-tlowera vellow, roy-flow-
ers violet, heads Y fo % inches
wide. Stems slendar, lealy, | 1o
2 fest high. Leaves entire, 2 fo
4 inches long. One of the most
showy asters found in Yosem-
ite. Best seen In Yosemile Val-
ley but similar appearing
asiere arow ot higher eleve:
lions,

DAISY FLEABANE
Erigeron romeosus B.S.F.

Flower-heads small, numerois,
with mony white rays. Heads
3 to ] inch across. Stems erect,
1% to 4 fest high, branching
above. leaves 2 o 4 inches
long, roughhairy. Common in
Yosemite Valley., Plomt not
uralized from Eastern United
States.
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SUNFLOWER FAMILY

BLACE-EYED SUSAN
Rudbeckia hirta 1.
Digks brownish, broadly coni-
cal but not over 3 inch high.
Bays ocrangs - yvellow. Stems
arect, leafy, 1% to 4 feel high,
often ending in several Hower-
heads. Leaves nearly entite, 2
fo 4 inches long, Herbage
rough-hairy, Introduced from
the Mississippi region, now be-
coming common in Yosemite
Valley, blooming in July and
August.

CONE FLOWER
Rudbeckia californica Grav.

Heads large, the brown or pur-
plish diskflowers form o cone
1 to 2 inches high, the long ray-
tlowers yellow. Stems erect,
leady, 2 to 4 feet high ferminat-
ing in single ilowers. Leaves 4
to 12 inches long, | to 5 inches
wide, rough-hairy. Grows be
tween 5000 cnd 7000 feet ele-
vation, Best seen at Creme Flat,

NARROW MULE-EARS
Wyethia angustifolia Nutt.

Rays about 1 inch long, yvellow.
Digks vellow, slighily smaller,
stiff omd hairy. Stems 1 to 2
fest high, rough-heairy. Lecves
4 1012 inches long, % 1o 2
inches wide. Common in the
Tellow Pine belt,
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SUNFLOWER FAMILY

TARWEED
Madia elegans Don.

Hzads about 114 inches across,
disks vellow, the 12 to 15 roys
about ¥4 inch long, vellow with
red spot ot base, Stems 6 to 18
inches high, white - hairy,
Looves noarrow, 1 to 4 inches
lang, Abundent in fosthills,
recching to middle slevations
such gz near Wawona,

SNEEZEWEED
Helenium bigelovii Groy.

Rays vellow, drocping, about
% inch long. Disles vellow, %
to 1 inch across, Stems bronch-
ing, 2 to 4 feet high. Leoves
agreen, 4 to 10 inches lona;
about ¥4 inch wids:. Common
in meadows and along sireams
at mederate altitudes.

WHITE YARROW or MILFOIL
Achillgea millefolium L.

Heads 1 inch high in fatiop-
ped tfermined clusters, with 4 fo
6 whilte roys, disks yellow.
Stems erect, leaty;, [ to 3 fest
high. Leoves finely cut into
momy {mildail) feathery leaflets.
Abundant ol most elevatinns.
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SUNFLOWER FAMILY

SENECIO
Senecio lugens Rich.

Flowers wellow in clustered
terminc] heads, with or without
Tovs.  Stems stout, 1 to 3 fest
high, Lecves momnly bhosal,
sociitered, 2 to 8 inches long.
This ia the most common spec-
ies of the many senscios found
throughout the Yosemite region.

SIERRA THISTLE
Cirsium californicum Gray.

Heads lorge, 1% to 2 inches
high, cream<colored or pur-
plish, outer brocts  prickly.
Btems 2 to § feet high, white-
woolly, Leaves narrow, 1 to 8
inches long, white - woolly,
deeply notched, prickly. Com-
mon o warm slopes up fo
6000 feet as on Wawona Road.
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Index to Common MNames

Alumroot 87
BA=ter, Yosemite 106

Boby Blueeyes 98
Bear Clover BY
Bedstrow, Sweelscented 105
Birthwort Family 81
Black-eved Suscm 107
Bleeding Heart 95
EBlusbell, Mountain 99
Blue Camas 76
Blus-eyed Grass 80
Blue Flag, Western 80
Borage Foamily 80

Brodigeo, Common 78
EBrodigea, Golden 77
Brodiaea, Harvest 78

Buckwheat Family 81-82

Buckwheaat, Muds 82
Buttercup, Commaon 85
Buttercup, Family 83-85

Californic Puchsia 91
Calitornia Poppy 85
Callfornia Wild Rose B8
Camas, Blue 76
Camos, Death 76
Caterpillar Plent 98
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Cinguefoll, Yellow 88
Clarkia 92

Collin=ia, Little 101
Columbine, Red 84
Cone Flower 107
Coralrool, Spotted &1
Corn Lily 76

Cow Parsnip 93

Datay Fleabane 108
Death Cameas 76
Ciogbone Fomily 96
Douglas Phlox 97
Draperia 98

Elephiomt Heods 104
Evening Primroze. 92

Evening Primrose Family 91-83

False Solomon’s Seal 79

Farewell-io-Spring 92
Figwor! Family 101-104
Fireoweed 91

Flag, Western Blue B0
Fleabane, Daisy 108
Forgetme-not, Sierra 89
Fuchsia, Californic 91
Fumitory Formnily 85

Goyophytum 93
Gention Family 96
Gentian, Fringed 96
Geronium Family 90
Garonium,; Wild 90
Ziliex Femily 97
Gilia, Globe 87
Gilia, Scarlet 97
Ginger, Wild 8]
Globe Gllia 57
Golden Brodiosa 77
Goldenrod 105
Gross, Blue-eved 80

Hervest Brodioeg 78
Heath Family 84-95
Heather, Red 85
Heather, White 95
Hellebore, Falze 76

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES

Hemp, Indian 96
Hallyheck, Wild 90
Hogackia, Meadow 83
Hyrsaop, Giont 98

Indian Hemp 96
Indicn Paint Brush 104
Indion Pink 83
Innocence 101

Iriz Family 80

Kit-kitdizze 89
Knotweed 81

Larkspur 84

Lessingia 106

Lettuce, Miner's 83
Lily, Corn 76

Lily Foamily 7678
Lily, Little Leopard 79
Lilv, Mariposa 78
Lils, Washington 79
Little Leopard Lily 79
Lupine, Meodow 89

Madder Fomily 105
Mellew Family 90
Marigeld, Marsh 83
Mariposa Lily 78
Marsh Marlgold 83
Milfail 108

Milkweed Family 95
Milkweed, Showy 36
Mimulus, Common 103
Mimulus, Litle Red 103
Mimulus, Scarlst 103
Miner's Lethace 83
Mint Family 83100
Meonkey Flowsr 103
Menkshood 84
Mountain Misery 52
Mouse-ails B8
Mulesaars, Ndrrow 107
Mullsin, Common 101
Mustard Fermnily 86

Nightsherds 100
Mightshade Femily 100
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Onion, Swomp 77
Orehid Farnily 80-81
Orchis, Rein B0
Owl's Clover 104

Faint Brush, Indian 104
Parsley Family 93
Barsnip, Cow 93

Pea Family 83
Pennyroyal, Western 100
FPentstemon, Whorled 102
Pentstemon, Yoawning 102
Phacelia Foamily 88
Phlox, Douglos 97

Pine Drops 94

Pink Family 83

Pink, Indion 83

Poppy, California 85
Poppy Family 85

Pride of the Mountains 102
Primrose, Fvening 92
Primrose Family 95
Purslone Family 82-83
Pusay Pows 82

Dhieen Anne's Lace 893

Rebhbit Brush 105
Rein-archis, Sierra 80
Rese, Californic Wild 88
Hose Fomily 87-89

Bt Johns-wort 80
&t. Iohns-wort Family 90

Screifrage Family 87
Soarlet Gilia 87

Scarlet Mimulus 103
Sall-heal 100

Senecio 109

Shisld Ledof 86

Shindead, White-veined 24
Shooling Star, Sierra 85
Soap Plant 77

Sclomon's Seal, False 79
Spirec 87

Sneezewsed 108

Snow Plant 94

Slonecrop 86

Stonecrop Family 86
Strawberry, Wild 87
Sulphur Flower 82
Sunflower Family 105-108
Susan, Black-eyed 107
Swamp Onion 77

Tarweesd 108
Thiatle, Sierra 108

Viclet Family 91
Viclet, Western Dog 81

Wallflower, Westarn 86
Washington Lily 79
Whiteveined Shin-leaf 94

Yorrow, White 108
Yeowning Pentstemon 102

Index to Scientific NMames

Achilloea millefolium 108
Aconitum columbicnum 84
Agestachs urliciiclia 99
Allium validum 77 :
BApocynum comnabinum 96
Aquilegia truncata 84
Asarum hortwegi 81
Asclepias speclosa 96
Aster adscendens 106

Brodigea capitata 78
Brodicea coronaria 78

Brodicea ixiodes 77
Brunella vulgariz 100
Bryanthus brewerl 95

Calochortus leichtlinii 78
Calthe biflora 83

Calyptridiom umbellgtum 82
Camassia quamash 76
Cassiope mertensianea 895
Castilleia miniata 104
Chamaebatia foliolosa 89
Chlorogalum pomeridiomum 77
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Chrysothamus bloomeri 105
Cirsium coliforndenm 103
Clorkia rhomboldea 92
Collinsta tinctoria 101
Collinsia torreyi 101
Corallorrhiza meteulata 81

Delphintum decorum 84
Dhicentra formosa 85
Dodecatheon jeffrayi 95
Draperia sistyla 98

Epilobium engustifolium 91
Eriogonum nudum 82
Erigeron ramosus 106
Eriogonum umbellatum 82
Erysimum asperum B6
Eschacholizia colifornica B85
Eulophus bolonderl 83

Fragarla californica 87

Galium triflerum 105
Goyophyium diffusum 93
Gentiana holopetala 56
Gercmium meisum 90
Gilia aggredgata 97

Gilla capitata 97
Godetia viminea 92

Habenaria leucostachys 80
Helenium bigelovii 108
Heraclsum lanedum 93
Heuchera micramtho 87
Hypericum formosum 80

Iris missouriensis 80
Lappula veluting 89
Lessingio leptoclade 106
Lilium parvum 79

Lilium woshingionicnum 79

Lotus eblongifolius 83
Lupinus confertus 89

Media elegans 108
Mertensicr ciliota 99
Mimmulus cordinglis 103

Mimulus guitatug 103
Mimulus torreyi 103
Menardella lanceclata 100
Moniia perfoliata 83

Nemophilo menziesii 98

Oencthera hookeri 92
Orthocarpus purpurascens 104

Pedicularis groenlemdioa 104
Penistemeon breviflorus 102
Pentsipmon conferius 102
Pentstemon newberryi 102
Fhacelia heterophylla 98
Phlox douglasil 97
Phyllodoce breweri 85
Pirola picta 94
Polygonum historicides 81
Potentilla glandulosa B3
Potantilla santolinaides 88
Pleroapora cndromedea 94

S

Remuneulus californicus 85
RBosa californica 88
Rudbeckia californica 107
Rudbeckia hirta 107

Sareodes sanguinea 94
Sedum obiusatum 86
Senecio lugens 109
Gidalecea malvaeflora 80
oilene californdea 83
Sisyrinchium bellum 80
Smitlocing amplexicaulis 79
Solanum xantit 100
Solidoge elongata 105
Epirmea densiflora 87
Sheptanthus tortucsus BG

Veralrum callfornicum 76
Verbascum thopsus 101
Viola aduncg 91

Wyethic ongustifolia 107

Zeruschneria latifolio 91
fyoodenus venonosus: 76



- -d;'-"'br'I-Irﬂ-‘—'_-_-—f'\l!TP'!“‘-m

—p—— 1

e S PR =

i |

.“,\“\‘,"'\‘ A EE A A E A A E A A A A A A A EEE E A E R E A A EE T T AR A E A EAE AT R R T R R R - T T O R R R TR R

Relive

ffadeam'fe
EACH MONTH
THROUGH

Yodemile

$1.50

A ﬂﬂr subscription will bring you the
Yosemite story accurately and interestingly told
eleven times a year. In addition you will receive
the Special Number containing a detailed article

on one of the fascinating phases of the Yosemite
scene.

+ Revenue derived from the activities of the
Yosemite Natural History Association is devoted
entirely to assisting the park naturalist division
in the furtherance of research and the interpreta-
tion of significant interests in Yosemite National
Park.

Address subscriptions to
Yosemite Natural History Association, Inc.
Box 545, Yosemite National Park, California

CROWN PRAMTING & ENOHEAVING OO, ‘%5

YOUR VISIT TO

Nature Noled

T T T

T T, T T T T T T, T T T T T T RO T TR R

“““““ A AL AR A AR A AR R R Ry

_ e e i B






