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THE ORIGIN OF YOt'LMI`C'E V L 'I,Ey.

Prior to 191.E fully feurteec various thacr es c•f the or ; g n o f Yo semi t e
had been ad- nood by different eoi3nt;ist .s . In the tatcrest of proving he.
facts ini . she geneeis of "The Valley Incomparable" the ? erna Clt4b, acting
in the name of the people of California, in the t year requested the United
States Geological Survey to .a atake the ultimate selotion of the Yosemite
p_,'o blemu
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nasterpie+c'o the Y o eT 1te Valley Special Sheet, a s r • T `~ ,' . ma' e f quality .
the t has nee-et before or since been equaled. in t'
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the task of cre rt1n.
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the early-. .
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~, .L21_ . . . of t '.11

	

and
with the s e daca i hand it Yeeo e evident ' ; a Zoeeriie __ '.,"1 }_ er'._n slatjeeted to
two or mere glacial invas : r,ox s,. The findings al .ee '.:`r'_ a

	

oat the faet tha t
Yosemite Valley was more than 2,000 feet de on beZeno these ?

	

.rs ever
entered it . Mr . Iviat. by is -and his follow geJ+' t. .' .l; ~3ci;ci Veer_ S-•? i` ;,t3rt .
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Years' task •,• the workag cut of the

	

nisteu of veee,itC •• a
story that goes back 50,000,OOO years to the upheaval of the . . :terra ilevada
The complete story of the formation of Yosemite as preyed by these studies is
now being printed_ in a nontechnical bulletin by the Goologie a .t. ir,ruo,, and
in a condensed form by Er. Mattheis personally . Both puolioa' tens should be
available for next season.

Lectures on the origin of Yosemite Valley are g .yen daily at 10 :50 A.M.
at the Yosemite Museum . Here, by the aid of a large nelief model of the
Valley, the geological problems can be easily explained;

YOSEMITE'S FLOWERING SEASON.

One of the most interesting features of the Yosemite National Park is
its long flowering season . Approaching the Park by the way of 'lanced Canyon
one crosses the park-line at an altitude of about 25OO feet . Al; this elevation
flowers are blooming profusely by the first of April . The spring' season
climbs slowly up the slopes and it is not until the middle of June that it
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ches the Yosemite Valley-- 4000 feet elevation . Throe thousand feet
ve the Valley the spring Is two months later . Here ,,he meadows are in
1 bloom during July and. August . The alpine gardens reserve their display

r the hardy mountaineer who alrt . es in Septe ter.° to explore the region
ve timber line . Thus the flower lover might swend sisc mon ths of con-
ual delight in Yosemite rational _'ark associattng with freshly bloomed
ters, at the different elevations .

freshly
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Those who took advantage of the :nature Guide Service field trip last

sday morning were fortunate in observing a pair of Land . tailed Pigeons
lding their nest in an oak among t^e cabins of Yosemite Lodge . Tie male
e frequent short trips to near-by trees, so1-3 ;ed, twigs from the upper

	

aches and hurried back

	

them. to the nesting site . TS'~e female received
building material any. de'aro? sly adjusted and readjusted tie twigs until
y forir d a ?ar of the loo ely constructed rest, Such a nest is on elibit
the ry,atural history oorm f file Yosem i to Triuseum,

Band-tailed pigeons habesa th rec̀ ~::ened 'tits'_ :he fate of t~ :eir near rel -
ves, the Passenger Pigeon, no extinct . Fert.u._ately ; both State and Federal
ernnient now give full protection to the b ord.

Stir: THE YCSEFi .T..T'E TINT ' LIODEL.

Before taking any of the road or 'bra .l 'Tips f c h Y C se Ate visitor
uJd e:>:.mi!p?oo~y the tea-foot mrdel of the T alie~, ht h is t a ../bitcd. / in the

Semite Meeum. This i t or i n ;ricate e;e •nhe ha s been ' liar od lced in
niature from engineering aae ad is accura :. : to

	

1!3 of n inch at
ery point . here than a year wes spent in its Coy:,._' 'ucti.00.

Th mode). is built on arch a largo scale (9 inchos to the mile) that one
n follow the exact route on any of the roads or trails of the region.
teal views of all scenic feat u res can be obtained by sighting over the
rious points one e t ects to visit.
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On one of the Nature Guide field excursions a group l tehecr. a fertile
rthern violet green swaliew gather nesting aaterial on the ground and carry

I
to an old wood'pecker's cavity in a dead tree stub . This is the most beauti-
l of the swallows, having violet and Greenish reflections on the back and a
tch of white at the base of the tail on each side . This lover of the forest
It of our mountains not only nets in trees but also in anevi.eee in the

Although thee swallows circ .l.e about over the meado.sthey are not
abzndaet as are the white ..th oated swifts which usually fly about high

one the Valley floor,
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PGRCUPIrES IN YOSEdITE VALLEY

A porcupine or "quill . ptg", not often found on. the floor of Yosemite
Valley * has recently left hie unrntstakeablo mark on certain small yellow
pines on the rock talus elepee near Yosemite Lealgo In winter the animal
seats himself in some comfoetaYee crotch of a small pine tree and proceeds
to devour all of thebark-wohin reaeh. Shculd there be, a comfortable seat
on the opposite side of the tree he is apt to occupy it in turn and thus
girdle the trunk and cause ete death of the top c2 the tree . Porcupines
do not shoot their barbed sptnee . An incautioue eeemy must ems) in contact
with the body or the vigerouely lashed tail if ho is to suffer,

THE SHOOTING STAR

In the marshy meadows of the Yosemite Volley the Shooting Star
(Dodocatheon jeffreyi

	

ie one of the most attraeti7e flowere . It. can be
soon now in the Sentinel and Curry meadows, but the finest snow is - to be
found in a little meadow on the north stde of the Valley neat' the Iron
Spring. Here the flowers are so abundant that the place ie often spoken of
as "Shooting Star Ileadow ." The Shooting Star is one of the firet spring
flowers, This year it is pareicularly fine, with its large oluetere of pink
flowers borne ornetemc two feet

	

The

	

obeenver at once notes a
resemblanae to the potted Cyola'ten of the fleniet windewe, In fact, the,
Shooting Star is often called "Wild 0yelamen ." The Sheetng Star ocours in
many parts of California but nottInre are more beautiful . spoeilens found than
here in the Yosemite.

Ll
SIE2RA CROUSE FOUND TESTING A!! la p mATTeIT POINT.

The "drumming" of the Sierra grouse so eenmia:Ly heard along thn higher
trans has-for sometime reminded us that the neeting season ic on, Parties
entering the Valley via Inepjration Point recently repented finding a nest
containing Ogga . Unfortunately this splendid game bird appears to be rapid-
ly decreasing in numbers in meet mountain sections . The additional protection
afforded by a national park seems to allow the birds to hold their own in
this section for the species is certain to be eneountered in the red fir
forests of the higher altitudes.

THE "COPPEEHEAD"

' The attractively colored. "hipmunk" to be seen near the hotel at Glacier
Point is properly called the Sierra golden-mantled ground. qnirrel, but is
often. dubbed ' "ed-headed chipmunk" or "copperhead ." le is a eommon inhabitant
of the forested region abode the rim, finding shelter in a burrow, The more
slender chipmunks are not so vividly colored .
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PACIFIC RATTLER ON E HIBITIOI J AT .ius:u i.

A small Pacific rattlesnake now graces the reptile room in the Yosemite
Museum,.vhere it is attracting great interest . Rattlesnakes are the only
poisonous snakes found in California that one need fear and they are dis-
tinct enough so that they need not be confused with the non-poisonous ones.
Rattlesnakes are not often found in Yosemite for everyone kills them on sight.
The danger of being bitten is very slight for this snake does not move about
attacking people but usually hunts a safe retreat when approached . One is in
much less danger when in the foothill district where rattlers are abundant
than in a city or in an automobile but people persist in magnifying the first
and minimizing the second . Rattlesnakes should be respected but not feared:

THE INDIAN PINK

The travelers who appneaeh the Yosemite by ray of the Big Oak Flat Road
are delighted with the b r it . iant red fiewers that grow along; the roadside,
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across and the . .-urged petals ggive i.t a. Haan y _Leek. The common name is
Indian Pink, The Indian Pink (Shane oalif'ornice was very beautiful at
El Portal three months ago, but now it is found only at places of higher
elevation.

MITE-HEADED WOODPECKER NESTS AT G~:"'-CIl POINT

As in past years those tramping to Glacier Point under instruction of a
Nature Guide were rewarded with a visit to a thite-headed woodpecker's nest.
This uniquely colored mountain woodpecker stirs the interest of everyone who
sees it . Its habit of nesting close to the ground affords an unusual op-
portunity to study nesting habits .
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