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THE ORIZIM OF TOBIMITE VALLEY

rior o 1918 fully fourtecn various thacries of %tha origin of Yosemite
B bedn advanced by different soisabists, In the inborsst of proving the
lacts in thd panesig of "Thg Valley IThoomparalbic® the Sisrse Clup, Sobting

an the name of the paople of Californin, in that yeer regassved the United
btates Geological Survey to wadastake the ultimate soletion of tha Yosomite
P oblam,

Francols E. Mattheis, geologist and topographsr, pad fast commlobed his
pstiorpiece, the Yosemite Valley Spscial ghest, a tepograrhic map of gqualidy
ithat hag ne*rar b#fgra or since hesn sgunled 141 ihis country. ana to hwim fell
B task of orgsnieing and carryiag oui bthe vronogsd stuly that has ocempisd
years sinra,

Two years were spent in mavping the meraings of the sarly glaciers, 2nd
With these da@ in hand i Lecame svident %t Tosmnise Zod Lern o wpjocted o
two or mere glacisl invasions. The firdings alas broagght oul the foot that
Xosemite Valley was rwre thaa 2,000 feet deap Lufira Sussi ALlZ0.érs over
entered it. Mr. Matthala zad his fellow geslogists thur gtaricd & several
i¥ears? task - the working cub of the pre-giacis] nistury of Yozomite - &
tnrgr that goes back BO_0OG, 000 years to the wpiezwal of tha Sierra devada,
The complete story of tha fr:rrrr,at: oo of Yoasemite as proved by thess studles is
tnow belng printed in & non--technical bulletin by toe Geologizal Survsy, and
in a condensed form by Mr. Maithels personally, Bolh publicabicns sghould be
ayailable for next season.

Tectures on the origin of Yosemite Velley are given daily at 10:30 A.I,
at the Yosemite iuseum. Here, by the aid of & large rallef model of the
Valley, the geological problems can be easily explained.

YOSEMITE'S FLOWERING SEAZON.

One of the most interesting features of the Yosomlte Hotiomal Fark is
its lopg flowering season. Approaching the Park by the way of Herced Canyon
one erosses the park-lire &t an 2ltitugs of about 260D Feed. A% this slevation
flowers are blooming profusely by the first of April. The spring ssason
1imbs slowly up the slopes apd it is not until the middle of Juns that it 25
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eg the Yosemite Talley-- 4000 feet slevation. Three thousend Teat

ve the Valley the syring is two months later. Heve the meadows are in
bloom durlng July and sugust. The alpine gsrdaus reserve thelr display

the hardy mounteinger who airrives in September to explore the region
timber line, Thus the flover lover might spead six months of cone-

1 Aelight in Yosemlte fatiopal Parik associating with freshly bloomed

erg, &t the different elevitions.

BAND-TAIIED TIGEOW'S IEST FOUND.

Thoga who took advantaps of bhe lature CGuids Servies fisld tripn last

¥ morniag were fortunste ipn observing & poir of Fand.tailel Figeons
lding their npest in sn ook sumong ire capins of Yosemite lodpe, The male
frequent ghort trips %o near«by troes, selesited twigs from the upper
ches and hurried baclk vwiea them to the nesting sits. The famzle received
building material ang devtarously adjusted and resdjusted the twigs until
forngd & parb of the loossly constructed pest., Such & aest is on exlilbit
the Tetwiral Blgtory Room nf the Yosenite Muzoum.

Band-tailed plecons hive bash theesztened with the fate of thelr pesr rol-
ves, the Paggenger Tigeon, oo extinet. Foriusately, boil State and Federal
rernment now give full protection to the bird.

» SEE THE YCSEMITE RELTET LICDEL.

Before taking any of the road or trail J-:ri;-s each Eugemite visitor
wld sxaoing the tan-"o6s wodel of the Valisy whizh is ovalbited in the
emite Museum. This bil of lntricate topograply has besn seproduced in
iature from enzinveviog duia ard 1s scouralts Lo witidn 1 u of an isch at
v polnt, Here Ynsn a UELY WAS sPeAl 14 159 00AStNUGTI0N.
Thﬂ modal ig Duili cn such & larps goals (9 iacheos bto the uila} that one
follow the exict rouile ca a7y of the roads or trails of the region.
tual wviews of all goenic features can be obtalned by sighting over the
ioue polnts oue simects to wisis.

HORTHEXI VIOLET (REFN SVALLOW IESTING Il LEIDIG IEATOW

On one of the FHeture Guide field excursions & group vatshed a ferale
thuorn violet gresn svallow gathor nesting raterizl on the ground and carry
to an old woodpesker's cAvity in a dead {ree stvt. This is the most beauti-
of whs swallaws, having violet and greenish reflections on the back and 8
toh of white at the base of the tall on each side. This lover of the forest
it of owr mount2ins not enly nests in trees but &lso in crevises in the
ks. Although thesge swallows eirels aboubt over the meadovs, they are rot
abundant sg are vhs vhits-theoated swifts whlech wsuslly £y about kigh
ve the Valley flvor.




Volume II, Ho.2 rage 3.

PORCUPINES I¥ YOSHIITE VAITEY

A porcupine or "guill pig", not cften found on the floor of Yosemite
Valley, has recentiy Lefh his wietakeabls novik op certein amall vallow
pines on the rock talus glovag pear Yosomite Tndge, I8 winter tho aninmel
Beats himself in some corfertanle ernteh of a small »ine troe and proceeds
to Gevour a1l of (o Yermce s Fohor Buctll tare o 8 comfortanla sent
on the opposite side of <he true he is aph %o ocoupy it 1n tueh and thus
‘girdle the frunk apd cause ths death of the top ¢ the tres, Iorcupines
do not shoot their barbed spinas. MAn ineausious wany wmst come in contact
With the body or the vigerovusiy lashed tail if ho is to suffer.

THE SHOOTING STAR

In the marshy meadows of vhe Yosemite Valley the Shooting Ster
(Dodecatheon Jeffroyi)l s cne of ths mosh attractive Fflowars. It cen be
feen noW in the Sentirel ana Curry meadows, bub the finsst saow 4s to be
found in a 1little meadsw od *he nurth side of tha Valler, noar the Iron
Spring, Here #he flowers are so abundon® that the place is often sooken of
8z "Shooting Star lieadow.! The Sheauing Star is cne of fthe Pirst soriag
flowers., This year it is parsicularly fine, with 1%s laras alusters of pink
flowers borne on ‘sYems Swo feet high. The oocusl obasrver &% coce noter a
ressmvlance to the rotted Cimlomen of the floviss windoa. In faot, the
Shucting Star iz often called "Wiia Cyoinmen. . The Shoellng Stayr goonrg in
‘BAny parts of California bus novhers are more benviiful suetideng found than
here in the Yosemite.

SLIEARA (HOUSE FOUND NESTING AT INEPIRAIIOM DPOINT,

The "drwmning" of the Slerrs grovse sc eormorly hesrd aiong the higher
traiis has for sometime reminded us that the nestlnge dacson 18 on, FPariiss
‘ensering the Valley via Inspiration FPoint recentiy reported £isding a nest
ontaining egge. Unforitunatsly this splendid game bird anpscrs 4o be rapid-
1y decreasing in numbers in most mountain sections, The additional protsction
afforded by & national park seems to allow the birds to hold their ovn ia
‘this section for the species is certein to be enjountered in the red fir
orests of the higher altitudes.

THZ "COPPIRHFADM

The attractively colored "shipmonk" %o ba soen near the notel at Glacier
Foint i3 proverly called the Sierra golden~mantied ground sguirwel, bub is
often dubbed “red-headed chipmuni® or "copperhezd." I¢ 13 a sommon inhabitant
oL the foresled region above the rim, finding shelter in &8 burrcw, The more
slender chipmanks &re not so vividly colored,
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PACIFIC RLTTLER OF EXHIBITION AT ILIUSIUM,

5 A small Pacific rattlesnake now graces the reptile room in the Yosemite
Huseum where it is attracting great interest. Rattlesnakes are the only
poisonous snakes found in Celifornia that one need fear and they are dis-
tin:rt enough 50 that they nied hnot be confused with the non-poisonous ones.
‘Rattlesnakes are not often fouud in Yosemite for everyone kills them on sight.
The danger of being bitten is very slight for this snalke does not move about
‘attacking people but usually hunts & safe retres’ when approached. One ig in
‘much less danger when in the foothill district vhers rattlers are abundant
than in a city or in an automobile but people persist in megnifying the first
ra.mi minimizing the second. Rattlesnakes should be respected but not fearedl

THE INDIAN PINK

The trevelers who approach the Yosemite by way of the Big 0sk Flat Road
are delighted with the briliizat red flowers that grov along the roedside,
Masses of these flowsrs ficurizh along the edge of ths wood and gy litile
SorraalEs oten =nder AN Snaal Phe wrweg. el flower 2s abowl 4o inch
dorgge aod the Tripged peialz give it 2 jaanly leok, ke commop nama 13
Indjan Pink, The*Indian Pink {Silene californiea) was very beautiful at

El Portal three months 2go, but now it i found only at places of higher
elavation.

VHITE-HEADED WOODPECKER NESTS AT GLACIFR POINT

As in past years thosa tramping to Glsecier Point under Instruction of a
Nature Guide were rewarded with & wvisit to a vhite-lieaded voodpecker's nest.
Thig unigquely colored mouatain wocdpecker stirs the interest of everyonme vho
seeg it, Its habit of nesting close to the ground affords &n unusual op-
‘portunity to study nesting habits,
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