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VISET THE YOSENITE SWALIPS

Those who wish to see sspecislly exguisite pardena should wiszit the
Yocemite swsmpss Thors is one Just beyoud Camp 9, ons nesr the l-mn Srring
rgld several betiween Gawp Curry and Happy feles. . The wet spungy earth of the
amps phaded oy Dogwoud, Cottonwood and Aldexr is the favoriie home of a

ihhpﬂ, company of plants.

! Here ths graceful lady Fern has wunfolded thousands of frands. High
above the ferns the Cow Parscnip waves a gigentie wnbes of waite flowers. The
Alpine Lily 1ifts its clustexrs of promising buds $hat row shiw chades of
orange. .The slesader whits spilkes {hrast up through the ferms are the spring
gontribution of the Siarra Rein-orchis, the first of fls i1nssmize orchids to
blocm,. Crowding in among the ferns and along the pat™ i5 the Inchanter's
Wighishads, Circasa, She is ever ready with sacral spell tu discomfort those
Wwho mar the tranquil beauty of the marsh. ;

LIVE REPTILES ATTIRACT MUSEWE VISITORS, |

The exhibits of living snakes are atiracting many visitors to the
‘Yosemite Museum. Probatly the most interesting speciien in the collsction

iig the Rubber Boa or "Double-Ended SBnake." This is 3 northern representative
tha noted Boa family, and it has been given eredit for constricting its
iprey as does its tropical relatives. It has the habit, when disturbed, of
goiling into an intricate knot, hiding its head in its body folds and pre-
genting its blunt tail which may be easily mistaken for the head. This

ake never attempts to protect itself by biting.

TRAILL FLYCATCHER REBUILDS WEAR OLD WEST

Three summers in succession a pair of Traill Flyocaichers have built their

est in scme wild rose bushes near Stoneman Bridge. This year the nest is

ierdly six inches above the old last year's nest which is still in place on
lower branch of the same rose hush. This Flynatecher, unlike its nesr relatives

builds its nest near the ground of rootlets and fiters, other speciss of the

ame genus utilizing cottony material,
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THE LAPGE BROWN ANIMAL OF HALF DOIE

Hikers to Half Dome revort a larvge brown enimal in the rocks well up
\the Dome where vegetation is snzrce. This is a Yarmot which has consisiently
made its home on the Dome £or several years, The sare animal is often called
(Woodohuck or Ground Hog. I% is in reallty a large kind of ground sguirrel
‘Which inhabits the higher cumiry, [ater, when the Tioza Road is Dpen, one
of the commonest questions scled the Nature Guids will be: "what animal did
‘We sge scampering over the rouks nsar Tioga Psss?®  Kven though one knows
that Mormots feed on roohe ard hertare, yet it 3z difficult to explaln how
the one on Half Dome ekes 0§ an existences Judzing Ly his avoirdupois he
does, in fact, more than eke cub an existence.

FOLZOUCYS MUSHROOME FOUND.

’ 4 namber of fine spasimens of the deadly vcoiscnons muaskroom,

| Aranita Phalloides, have beon Zouwnd ln Yosemite during vhe past weeks The

| most poisoncus of our muchroems beleong bo this ganua.  They may he recognized

| by having a cup at the bace of the stallk; & ring abont the epialik, and white
spores. The color of the spores may Lest be detsrmined by rluacing the caps

of tlhe mushrooms gills downward on a pices of payer, covering with an inverted

glass fo keep oul the air currants. Ths ripe srores drop downvards, leaving

an imprint in the exact forr 07 tag gilis.

BABY BIRDS

The actual nesting season of the birds oa the ficar of the Valley is
nearly over and family parsies are now the rula, DPa~ea% birds hove come from
seclusion and may be seen busily foraging for food and rarsying it to the
young birds hidden in nearby foliage, With the young birds out of the nest
new chattering food calls are heard. The baby black-headsd grosbeak has a
peculiar call resembling the mewing of a lost kiiten, Many a bivd student
thinks he has discovered a hrond new bird when first hearing a haby grostealk
and he is disillusioned only when he espies the characteristis head atripes
and large bill which aiso mark the aduli femala.

HEN AND CHICEENS

The tourists upon the ctage, driving in from E) Portal, are often at-
tracted by an orange and red flower growing upcn the Tocky bDanks along the
road or upon the steep cliffs of the Yosemite. When the PESEENEETS eXamine
the plant and see its rosette of thick leaves &rd fleshy stem they are in-
clired to pronounce it a kind of czetus. This ecactus lile rlant is commonly

*cailed Hen and Chickens and it is 2 member cf tha Stonecrop family. It
thrives upon the steep walls of Yosemita., Here it pusiies a root into a crack
in the rock and drinks freely of ithe water that ceeps down from the snow-
fields above. Much of this water is sigrsd in the fleshy leaves. During the
long summer, after the snow banis are gone, the Stoaecrop draws vpon the
moisture and food stored in its leaves.
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THE MOUNTAIN WEASEL

One of the smallezt of ths predatory or carmivorous animals was caught

brought to the IMuseum rfuring the past week, This lithe and active

fnimal , the Mountain Wezsel, has on its bill-oi-fara & large sssoriment of

pther animals, some of thes mach Jarger than itself. The Weasel is very

' essive and is a delitereie aurderer; 0ften x'lling for no other roason

_ the pleasure of daing en. Ont in the ovex, &woy Iroa men's ponliry
buses, the Weasel is to D= oveditied wiith doing scma good; here its food

bnsists largely of the Californias Grouaud Squarval and other harmiul rodents.

RED-SHAFTED FLICEER HZARS BROOD NEAR SENTINEL ERIDGE.

Many passerspy have ntcoopsd i{o weich a pair of Bed-shafied Flickers
eding their young in an o.d stub av the pide of the road nezr Sensinel
Bridgs. For a wesk.pas®t a oouple of the baty birds have bteen ola eucugh

spond most of their timz locking oul the from® douwe and theis ofi-given
2lls have attractied attention. The flicksr, alshouzh a woolvecker, feeds
1gely on the grovnd, ants being the favorite food; btut in nesting hahits
this bird imitates his relatives, Awcther psir of llickere built their
home in sz old stub in the moadeow beloy the villags.

CALIP ROBBERS,

gince the gray squirrsl dissppeared from Yosemitas Valley two years ago,
the California Cround Saulrrel is bocoming excesdinzly congpicuons, much
to the comcarn of some of %he campers. Several campt have beea robbed by
these little animals of late. A seck of six pouncs uf waiuuis was stolen
from a tent in Canp 19 by one family of these aggressive rodents.

THE ELUE RACER.

A Bixth species of snake, a blue racer, is ncw to be fournd in the
terrarium at the Yosemits lfsaum. Usually, a flach of greenish olive and
gowe wiggling grass and shis snaxs is gone, for it is a tracsr." Ius
uniform color atove and ita smnobth sralos make this harmless snalte especially
attractive to thoso who are willing to make a pet of a reptile.

(THE YOSENITE MCOLE

A common wammal of the Vailey aeldam seen is the Yosemite Mole., This
little baryower hag given an is iife ahove geounnd and dives by incessant
gearch fon eerth~woraz and 2sesis teueath the sarface of the scil. As a re=-
Ealt of this exiecenes in shb-%errunsen daxkmess ths anima’ kes los% its eyes,
rudiments of those crgans belng found bersath She skin. To msle 12p “or what
it canuot see a rewarizbus develoyrent of the crzans of srell enablees the
mole %o ltcem aseuryataly in toush with i%s sprroundings. A specinen eaptured
while burrcwirg maar a tent in Camrz 19 lived hut a2 fow days in confinement at
the Yosemite Mussum. Thae Iola's appetl+e is almost inzatiable. A gusmtity
of food nearly equal to its owm weight is required every tweaty-four hours.
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