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A WOICRACKER OF THE SIERRAS

A nuteraclker, not made for human honds, is well kaowa to lovers of the
Sierras. It is a bird. It is called Clarka's Uxow or Clarcike's lnicracker.
is one criminal the mcuatainee: cannot help buat iove. Thls nuicracker emlts
t is usually the first scund ons hears after a cold night in & sleeping bag
above the timber line. The first bit of dswn brings forth his call note.

s seems to cry out his business in life, for the mutcracker's note is al-

st the word "crack®., HReduced to letters it is = repatition of "k'rack-
‘rack".

Clarke's Watcracker is a black, white, aund groy crow, handsome as well as
irladly sociable. He i3 ihe Basu Brummeil of the Crow £ iiy. He enjoys
ng .to your camp and investigating how much you h&ve leit for him in your
staway food cans. Both ths Clarks's Mutcracker and his relative, the hand-
: 1y crested Stellar Jay, ars froquently scon ou nstere sindy hikes in
osemite National Park. These hikss arc offered free 1o Togemive visitors

ough the cooperation of the Federal Governmeni with the State Fish and Game
missi 0Nl

L

PRIMITIVE RODENT LIVES IN SYEGTAD.

When camping in the high Sisrra with pack frals baggage limltations,

mountaineers frequently Exhsust their supoly of cniens. Tney know then how

to flavor their veniscn or lLuar sieek with the wild swimp onica of the boggy
‘Sierran meadows. ‘hen lamnting for this relish which nsiare has so genercusly
provided, they often find (hs burrow of the mountain beavor. This strangs
animal is not a true beaver, tut is ome of the muet primilive tyvpes of mammals
‘now existing, having no closo affinlty with any oiher livang animal. To see
| @ mountain beaver is one of the thrillm of high Sierran life. This mama L
Iwnrka in its burrow at night, 2nd its piles of cut vegetation are more often
_sesn than the animal itself. OSkilled trappers sametimes catch them.

A NEW FLOWER FOR THE YOSEMITE NATTCNAL PARK

There have been meny hotanisets ia the Yosemite Natlomal Fark, from tima
to time, but they seldom c¢limbed the £liffs, ami It i= fvom the clifis that
we occacionally find & new flowai. The chimmay that leads from the Four Mile
Ixail up on to the Sentiaal Rock is ,j.xst now 4 yondariul flower gardsr. At

! the top of thic chnmay, its rooves imbedded in a clump of fernz, mas & gingle
plant of Vhite~heart, Dicenirs Fauciflora. The large heart..shaped {flowers

| are white tinted with laverder and the petals that atanﬂ. out on eithaor side

| of the heart are lined with purple. This beautiful flower has Tteen found be-
 fore only in the Selmon Alps and T:rinit:,r lMountains, and also in the Saw Tooth
Itan,@a Tulare uountsr. The specimen is mounted in the lMuseum, and v-a hope to

|f:|.mi more plants in the Farks
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RUBY-CROVNED KINGLET TAKES A BATH.

Some of those on the M= tura Guide exzcursion tc Glazier Point and

5.San$inal Dome had the unusual experience of eseeiny & Ruby-srpwned Kinglet
take & bath, One of these %iny birds with its ruby-red crown flew dovm to

& little stream, took a bath, ard thsn flew %o a oy brorch of & fir tree.

From & distance less than ten fest it was watehed while proening its feathers.

This was done twice and the Pird seemcd emtirely obllvious of *hose around

Bim. These little birds spend most of their time reav the %ops of the tall

| firs; so those who had this cpportunity were very fortunate indeed.

THE DIGGER PINE

Not infrequently visitors at the Yosemite lluseum ask about the singular
broom shaped, gray-greea pine trees to be seen Just atove EI Portal. Early
Californians dubbed this lree the "Digeer Pine". The origin of the name is
easily understpod by thore vho know the white man’s impaitial name for sll the
native Indian tribes, This vine furnished a faverite artinle of food for the
Indian. and it is small wonder that he was disiurled whenr the white man de-
gtroyed his orchards., The spacies produces a lavge heavy cone in which ave
found the 'muts" or geadi. The *mnis" ars haprd~chelled ani cast be pounded to
be cracked. The sof} cire of gresh donss was slun esion, vnenckad, snd young
tuls may also have besen used for food. On the wncle. no more useful tree,

' 8ave tho oaks, grew for the indiasn.

PIGEON'S FAMILY LIFE OBSERVED.

Cn the Ledge Trail to Clacier Poin% a party of raivwre gruide hikers had
the uningue ezperisnce of walening a Band Tailed Pigeru feeding its young,
This pigecn is the only wild nigeon found in the Uaited E%atss. It ralses
but one young a yaar.

TOBEMITE'S "WATER SHAREG, M

i During the past week the ;nak& collection at the Yosemite Museum has
bagn augmeated by numernus gauer snakss, (ne specimen, nof mash more than
two feet lorg, was captured ty a tourist Just after thy reptils bhud been ob=
L gorved to swallow a five inoh Rainbow Trous., Whsa She snaks was droppad into
L?: cagk it dissorged-iis.pray, The tousigs bundlaq ap-Fhe f£ish ard -=nake end
breught them in the seme beg vo the Iuseum. What was his sururiss on dumping
the sontents of the beg intc a ready cage o find that no trout appeseredld

e dizaprpsarance wos explained shovtly efterward wasa the srske &zain dis—
gorgad the tront. Me mede no furthar atitempi to swallow it.

Thess enakas sra not triz wmtepr snplkes, bur some 3F themars so aguatio
in thelr hablte thet they heve received the name, INewvetslogisis know them
by the nmems fharabyhlid oy Gerucy (nales, and the one soon mogh often in
Yossnita 1s ths glant Garter Snake,
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CALIFORVIA NUTMEG

Have you noticed the dark green conifers growing along the Merced River
near Arch Rock? The leaves are sharp needles and so twisted as to lie flat.
The fruit thet swings gaily from the branches of some of the trees looks like
green plums. California Nutmeg we call this tree, and people often ask if it
is Fir, Pine, or Spruce? The california Nutmeg is a Yew tree; the botanist's
namg for it is Torreya Californica. All yew trees bear stamens on one tree and
pistils on another.

Torreya Californica is one of our ovm trees, for it is native to (alif-
ornia and to no other place. This tree is nowhere abundant and the scattered
trees along the Merced are as fine specimens 3s may be seen anywhere.

A BEAUTY FROM EUROFE HAS COME T0 YOSEMITE

For many years the Fleabane Daisy has had her ovm way in the meadows
of Yosemite. From the vantage point of her tall stems she looks over the
grass and most of the flowers. When cut dovm by the mowing machine, the
‘eabane blooms again on a shert stem. Today in the mesdow the Ox«eye Daisy
locks proudly sround for the first time. Now this Ox-eye is a native of
Europe. Long ago, finding Eurcpe too small, she journeyed to America. The
Oz-eye Daisy must live in the cpen fisld or meadow and daring her sojemrn in
brerica she hes smoosssfully Yovets the Fasmey who wouid drive Pes out.
Finld, meadow, and roadaide one covess with & ancwy ldoen so antrencing thgt
North Carolina, in spite of the amgry farmer, has mede her the state flower.

Now the Fleabane Daisy had best lock out for herself for the Ox-eye
Dalsy knows all the tricks of the trade, and, while today there is but ome
pient of Ox-eye Daisy, tomorrow tem thousand may whiten the meadow,

MANY YOUNG BIRDS SEEN.
Those who accompanied the Wature Cuids on the field trip lbnday morning
| scw the following birds feeding their youngs= Western Robin, Russet-backed
Tirush, Sierra Creeper, and Calliope Hurming Bird. This is only one of the
meny interesting things which are seen on these excursions.
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