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All EXTINCT WATERFALL OF YOSEMITE

Have you heard of Eagle Pesk Fallg? Probably not, for they ceased pouring
‘their waters into the Yosemite some twenty thousand years agoe. ¥r, F.E.Matthes
of the U,3. Ceological Burvey, in his epoch-meking study of the Yosemite region,
‘noted certein charseters on the Valley rim thet surcested to him en extinet
seterfall., These characters were In the form of = deep recess in the cliff wells,
tlocated just east of Bapgls Penk. If you have climbed the treil to Yosemite Falls,
Jou have zig-zegged up & izlus slope that occupies the wery amphitheatre sxeaveted
by the extinet falls,

The deep ecul in the cznyon walls end the debris glope within the out are
tsugcestive, indeed, of a fall-pite, but the conelusive yrocf that Tosemite once
iboasted of one more great ws_”evr&l" ther it doeg todey 1s found upon the top of
ithe c¢liff. There, leading to tle hrink of a 1500-Toct preciplce, are seversl
stream chennels carved desp in the solid rock., If we trece these ancisnt stream
edg, we find that they originate on & ridge but a shert distance back from the
Velley rim. The place is todey dry and barren. Where then did the water come
Prom? L. Mettheg has demonstrated that a great ice tongne onee pushed out fram
the glacisr that cceupied the bed of Yosamite Creek. Btrange es it msy sesm,
ithis ice tongue pushed out from the mighty gleeier end up the slopes towsrd
i Zerle Peak and fyom veriocus places along its froot it poured forth the stresms
$hat cut the channels and formed the group of falls, Wlth the melting of the
iglaciers came the exterminetion of these falls - and there we had the passing
'of a beauty no race of man has seen.

PIARL ISIADS TN THE MERCED RIVER

The flood of icy waters fram the melting snows has long since found the
see snd the Merced River dey by dey slips deeper into its summer mood. In
meny places in the river plents have taken root end green masses of leeves rise
'almost to the surface of the weter. And floeting on the surface of the water
ebove the gresn mets are the pearl islends. These islands are made up of hund-
veds of flowers of the Water Butterewp. Throughout the spring this buttercup
{Benunculus eguatilis) mekes meny a false start only to be swept eway by the
great flow of snow water. But when at last the river becomea quiet =md the
weter shines treanguil and green under the summer sun the Water Buttereup makes
mte of her fern-like leaves and pushes her white flowers into the warm sir.
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CALIFORNIA'S BIUEBIRDS

California has two bluebirds. The Western Bluebird, with almost ultra-
perine blue plumege, is usually seen in the lower foothills o¥ in the valleys
dn winter. The other bluehird, less zenerelly geen, is the Yountein or Avetic
Bluebird, whose plumsge is & wonderful light blue, never to be forgotten after
is omee Been, It might be suppossd thet sueh brilliant ecolors womld madc
puebirds for sarly extinetion. 4As & metier of Ffaet, their colors are Teally
rotective. Flying ageinst the sky, & flock of bluebimds, even gquite near at
gnd ; are often slnmest lost with their Blue agsinst the blus of The aky. © The
Arctic Blusbird nests in ouwr high moumtain uplends, It iz to be seen in the
Tuolumne leadows &t this time of yvesr.

SHEEZEWEED

Henlenium biglovil, commonly known =8 Sneezeweed, iz the flower that is
now meking & beautiful displey along the sheded henks of the Merced River.

This flower ig & member of the great sumflower group, -8, like most sunflowers,
4t hes yellow reys and brown pin cushion center. Now ‘hhat the river is low 1t
pften caste pretty roflections in the still pools.

CCLOR CAMOUFLAGE II IIRDS

The Evening Crosbeak, whieh will soon sppeer in the Velley to feed on
Coffee berries, furnishes s splendid exemple of protective coloring in birds.

It is brillisnily colored white, yellow, black, end olive. If would seem to be
one of the most conspicucus of high Sierran birds. Yet its brightest coler 1s
mlmost identiesl *with the lamon color of the lichens found throughout our high
Bierrs, Any bird lover seeing the Evening Grosbesk for the first time is sure
to be thrilled. In later sumer il comes occasionally dowm to the floor of
Yozemite Velley, but it iz seen more frecuemily in the high Sierra in that yet
1ittle dmown pert of Yosemite Mational Park lying back of the Velley proper. It
Will probably be seen occasgionslly on the longer Fature Guide field trips.

A VISITCR FRCL THE "RIM".

The O6}ive-sided Flycateher is the largest flycetcher comonly found In
the Park. He usuelly inhahits the grest forests above the "rim", Hers, perched
high on some dead hpeneh, he watehes for passing insecta., While waiting zq;g a
‘shoice morsel o dpift his wey he often utters three weird-sounding notes. '
.dnr:l.ne; hesvy stomms in spring, he drops into the Valley to gzain tha prateutiﬂn
[01' the great walls.

TUntil the sesson of 1923 he was not noted nestling on the floor of the
Welley. This year during the month of July his voice wes often heard in the
Yosemite, and on August lst he was seen feeding two young birds. Such new
'records e8 this often reward the bird student in the Tosemite Velley.
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LATE BLOOMING FLOWERS.

f There ere several late-blooming flowers in the Yosemite thet show a pref-
erence for the werm sendy stretehss. t ig well for the besuty of Yosemite

| that some flowers choose such a habitet. The buckwhests and Lessingia spread
pérpets of color over what would otherwlse be & sendy waste.

i THE GREAT BIUE HERON.:

The Great Blue Heron 1z a rere hird in the Yosemite Tellsey. He iz ah ar-
retic wanderer, though, and is apt t0 be seen at any season. One is present
pow and his making this resion his home does not seem remarkehle, To see one
of thess grest birds flepping his wey ascross the frozen snow fields in mid-
winter, howefer, is & strange snd unezpected sicht.
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A TEACHERS TRATNIMNG SCHOCL.

School teachers teking thelr vecations in Yosemite this yesr ere turning
the Fature Cuide Service into & regular swmer school. They ask &ll kinds of
‘auestions eoncerning neturel history. The information which they receive they
gxpeet to carry back to their schools and to pass on to their pupils in the
‘months to come. Partieulsrly frequent are the teachers' requests for lists of
books relaeting to nature study suiteble for California conditions, The objection
‘made by meny teschers before going to Tosemite was that most bocks related 1o
Bestern life, which is wery different from that of California. The nature guides
area now systematically supplying such inguirers with lists of Californis Nature
books.

' SEA GULLS

Ceeasionally, on seme of the larger mountein lekes, a California Gull
is seen, It is rare indeed, however, to see one in the Tosemite Valley. On
M=y 28th of this year one of these gulls in full plumage was seen on the bank
of the Meroed River just above Sentinel Bridge. After resting and preening
ite feathers for gbout twenty minutes the bird flew away and wes not seen again,
This was & new record for the Yosemlte Valley mpd brought the total of birds
noted in the Yogemite Talley up to 115 aspecies.
I Cn Angnst lst a Celifornia Gull wes seen swimming down the river. It
wes evident that the gull had & broken wing and there was a great desl of con-
jeeture as to whether or not it could be the handsome gull that was here *;Ia
months sarlier in the seazon,

b

r

L o | )






	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4

