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IN MUIR'S FOOTSTEPS
By Ranger-Naturalist Lee Haines

"This moming 1 rolled some breod
and tea in o pair of bloankets with
some sugar and o tin cup and zet off
tor my favorile Sunnyside Coamp on
the first bench of the north wall, eqast
of the head of the lower Yosemite
Fall, about five hundred fest ahove
the level of the valley. It is g charm-
ing spot with abundance of water
close at hand, a wild vineyard, fem-
cry, and flower garden with pictur-
esque groves of live-oak, Libocedrus
and pines, and views up and down
the walley, while the interesting
gorge between the upper and lower
talls iz near encugh for sauntering
to at one's leisure , . . "

Thus recds the journal of John
Muir for March 10, 1873, Sixty-seven
vears later, anyone of twenty-eight
Yosemiie hikers might hove made
the following entry in his journal for
Tuly 11, 1940:

Frepared o large knapsack lunch
of sandwiches, fresh fruit and candy,
and zet off with o ranger noturalist
for em "All-doy Roughing Hike" to
the base of the upper Yosemite Falls
via John Muir's Sunnyside Bench,
Our party made its way over the
boulders of a steep talus slope in

the rear of the Government Mugeum
until we hod ascended about 450
leet above the valley flaor. There
we were laced with a high vertical
clift of granite, Working our way
under this clilf, we passed beneath
o tew scattered Conyon Live Oaks
and through the bronches of a
sturdy monzonita bush which over-
hung a small bul precipitous chif,
We now reached the eostern end of
a sloping, ook-covered ledge that
was to lead us to the brink of lower
Yosemite Fall, Keeping along the up-
ward slope of the ledge, we {ollowed
ihe foint outlines of an old deer trodl
un'il we came to an exiensive area
that waos completely overgrovwn by
Calitornic wild grape. Descending
through the waist-high, natural vine-
vard, we slipped on the moist
ground and stumbled over the hid-
den stems, A short distance to the
west, the ledge pinched out against
the canyon wall amidst a wild tangle
of manzanita.

Ten feet below us was o beautitul
green plattorm mantled with o car-
pet of Harvest Brodiaea, Western
Pennyroyal, Larkspur, Soap Plant,
and Innocence. Dropping down
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amidsi the flowers, we crossed to
the outer edge of the platform and
looked down to the brink of the low-
er Yosemite Fall. Above us we could
see o large lall of o hundred feet.
The face of the rock over which it
pours iz not vertical, but, owing to
the impetus already received from
the steepness of its upper channel, it
iz enabled to bound forth with all
the freedom of motion which a strict-
ly wertical fall would enjoy. After
feasting upon the fluidity of this
middle fall, our goze rested upon a
becutiful fringe of ferns which John
Muir described as being “kept fresh
with spray and pulsing in unison
with every movement of the fall, reg-
istering each socund ond motion could
we but read the record, The maiden-
herir fern of feathery lightness is par-
ticularly compliont to the fointer im-
pulses from the waters, fairly Hloating
its fronds on soft wavelets of sound,
moving each division separately at
times, fingering the music delicately
as if playing on invizsible keys"
We found o comfortable resting
place under the shade of two low-
spreading live oaks, which cccupied
the center of the small platiorm. Here
the noturalist gove us a brief sketeh
of John Muir's early lile and of his
aciivities in Yosemite.

We pictured ourselves sitting upon
the exact spot, that mony years ago
was occupied by Muir's comp when
he wrote, "My camp is glorious in
sounds, for not only is the lower lall
near, but the upper also. And all the
folls and coscodes between are
klended into o massy roar like the
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seq in storm on a rockbound coast,
and marked by thunderous explo
sions of air edught against ledge
and pavement, with innumerable
under-and - over-tones corried pas!
on the varying currents of wind. |
seem to be in the heart of the grea
Yosemite organ, and the scunds an

songs flow past in surging ooscade

like water, interrupted now ond then
by stormwinds, but kept well i

cether in the main, not dissipaie

like spray or smoke.

"Though | am thus in a kind ©
instrument, a lountain of music,
comnot rest much, for masses of wind
from the lall ccecasionally come tum
bling down on me with so sudden
and heavy a pressure, and are sc
suddenly removed, that [ am lefl
vibrating on the elastic branches of
riy bed, while all about me is mo-
ticnless. Mow and then a small air
berg drops plump in my direction. . .
These air masses are of a wide va-
riety of form and size and tempera-
ture; almost all are rugged in out-
line and angular more like rocks
than air would be thought capable
al becoming.”

In order that our party might get
above Sunnyside Bench and proceed
to the base of the upper fall, it was
necessary to ascend the broken foce
of a thirty-foot shelf of granite. This
obstacle was surmounted by the use
ol a rope that had been brought
easpecially or thiz purpose.

With our party all above the shel!
and the rope drown up, we pro-
ceeded in a northeastwardly direc-
tion along an oblique fracture in the
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Glley wall that brought us oul upon
steep slope of bare granite. It waos
this time that we realized why
had been told to wear rubber-
led shoes. Although o few shoking
ess were in evidence, we trov-
d this two hundred vords of
jranite without mishap and clam-
red over a pile of large boulders
get our first view of the magnifi-
nt upper loll Aler o tifteen minute
amble among brush and talus, we
ched g large granite apron ot the

base of the upper lall. Lunches were
hastily unpocked and then slowly
ecten while we leaned back and
gozed ot the 1430-foot column of
snow-white waler that seemingly
dropped from a hole in the blue
sky to leap lorever downward and
alight not more than 150 yards from
where we satb,

Refreshed by the cooling spray
ond lulled by the pulsing sounds of
the foll o= the woter would be al-
ternately amoshed against the cliff
ond znatched free by the wind, our
eves [ollowed the descending “com-
zis” of water os they unexpectedly
broke into eddying nebulaes of fine
mist that would drilt slowly down-
ward to again join the main column
of water where it sploshed upon a
narrow projecting ledge. This partic-
ular ledge is defined by a horizontal
master joint that extends westward
doross the lace to and slightly be-
yond the path of the fall, about 430
feet above the bose On logking up
at thiz ledge we marveled at John
Muir's daring midnight climb behind
the fall which he recorded in the

following words;

"1 thought it would be a fine thing
o get back of the down-rushing

waters and see them in all their
glory with the moonlight sifting
through them. 1 got out safely,

though the ledge iz only cbout six
inches wide in one place, and was
gazing up and out through the thin
hali-tronslucent edge of the [all,
when some heavy splashes striking
the wall above me cought my at-
tention; then suddenly all was dark,
and down came a dash ol outside
gouze tissue made of spent comets,
thin and harmless to look at a mile
off, but desperately sclid and stony
when they strike cne's shoulders. It
seemed as if [ was being pelted with
o mixture of choking spray ond
gravel, | grasped an angle of the
ledge and held hard with my knees
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and submitted to my frighthul bap-
tism with but little faith. When |
dared to look up after the pelling
had nearly ceased, and the column
swaying bock admitted the light, [
hastily pounced back of a block of
ice that was frozen to the ledge,
squeezing mysell in between the ice
and the wall, and no longer leared
being washed off,

"When the moonbeams again
slanted past the ever-changing edoe
of the torrent, 1 took courage to make
a dash for lreedom and escaped,
mode a fire and partially wormed
my benumbed limbs, then ran down
home o my cabin {on the Hloor of
Yosemite Valley), reached it some
time toward morning, changed my
clothing, got an hour or twao of sleep
cnd awoke sane and comfortakle,
some of the earthiness washed out
of me and Yosemite virtue washed
in, better, not wotrse for my wild
bath in luinar bows, spent comet-
tails, ige, drizzle, and meonshine. ..

During our three-hour sojourn at
ithe baose of the upper igll, each of
us had some of Yosemite's "virtue
washed in" but | om alraid that the
“earthiness” was not washed out of
us. For instead of running back to
the walley floor in the fooisteps of
[ohn Muir, we spent two and a half
hours 1n making the descent.

NOTES ON SPRING
By Ranger-Naturalist Enid Michael

In this year of 1941, spring came
late to the flowering plonts of Yo-
semite Valley, The dogwoods haod

not regeched the full perfection of
flowery whiteness until the middle of
tay, and s late as this memy aza
lec thickets in different sections o
the valley were still quite leatless. A
few shooting-stars were beginnin
to appear in the meadows, and un
der the pine and ooaks little Nemeph
licx exilis wos making o broave show
There were other bhlooming thino:

tiny plants that my old ifriend My
Bourne used to clogs under the gen
eral  description as microscopico!
plants, and the violeis that alweorys
bloom early, five different species-

three yellows, a blue and a white
one. The only large-flowered plani
that came into bloom on iis early
schedule was o member of the sun
flower tribe, Balsamorhiza deltiodea
The delicate green, arrow-shaped
leaves eight and ten inches long
bunch close together and apparent.
ly spring directly from the ground,
the sunfllower-like flowers each on
itz own stalk rise but o few inches
above the leaves. The closgely
bunched bilossoms and leave give to
the plant a potted appearonce, ond
alicgether it is one of the most
showy of the early blossoming
plants. A colony of yellow-flowered,
low-growing  tarweed spreads o
sheet of color in o certain section
near Hoppy Isles.

In spite of the late season far [low-
ering planits, most of the summer
nesting birds arrived on schedule—
only the Traill Flycoichers were late.
The Black Swifts were four or five
days anead of time. Strange about
the Traill Flycatchers, for the last
twenty years they arrived in the val
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oy during the second week in May;
hiz vear they did not appear until
Moy 30,

Including a domestic pigecn, six-
v-nine species of birds were seen
guring the month, The domestic pig-
port is included because it is o very
kird in the walley, none having
been seen for many years.

. Moy had no freezing nights, no re-

d a number of days on which no
pcin fell. The =storm of May 23
reached cloudbursl proportions dur-
ing mid-afterncon, bringing o great
fall of heavy hail which no doubt
‘brought disaster to many nesting
;Ijrdﬁ. The ouzel's nest on Tenaya
Creek was woshed away by the
downpour, and floed waters comina
‘down the Merced River swept away
ithe ocuzel nest under the Sentinel
'Bridoe, The Black Phoebes also lost
‘o nest under the Seniinel Bridge. On
the night of this storm, Yosemite
‘Cresk recched its peak flow at an
unusually late date, cnd the hinhent
water of the =season came o both
the river and Yosemite Falls,

A NEW SNAKE FOR YOSEMITE
By Park Forester Emil Ernst

During an  inspection of Ribes
eradication work near the Merced
Grove of Big Trees, one of the work-
ers brought to my attention a small
sncke in his possession. As the nat-
uralist department was interssted in
obtaining live spscimens for sum-
mer display ot the museum, this
small snake was taken to the muse-

umn preparater. It soon developed
that this snake represented a genus
not previcusly reported for the park

According 1o available literature,
the snoke appears 1o belong to the
genus Contia or Sharp-tailed Snake.
MNatural coler Kedachrome pictures
were taken of the specimen, and
sent to Mr. L. M. Klauber of the Nat-
ural History Museum of Son [iego
tor identification. Mr. Klauber identi-
fied the snake as Contia tenuis, dus
to the dark cross morks on eoch
seale of the ventral surface, which is
cruite charocteristic of the species.

This species has been taken else-
where in the Sierra Nevada, but this
appears to be the first record for Yo-
samite MNational Park, and also the
firgt orinted record for Mariposa and
Tuolumne Counties. The specimen
vras collected on Moy 28, 1941, at an
elevation of 6,000 feet on o westerly
fracing slope of cutover land near the
lormer location of the Yoasemite Lum-
ber Company’s Camp 15,

NATURE NOTELET
On the morning of May 15, 1941
a rather small coyote was observed
by Roanger-Neturalist Sweeney and
mysell just south of the buildings at
Government Center. It was traveling
west down the wvalley among the
Elock Oak trees, Suddenly, it stopped
short, and charged off to the left in
not pursuit of o California Ground
Sguirrel. With squeals of mortal fear,
the ground squirrel luckily made his
burraw, and the disappeinted coyote

trotted off down the valley.

—Willis A. Evoms
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A YOUNG RED-SHAFTED FLICKER LEAVES HOME
By Ranger-Naturalist Lloyd P. Parratt

Park Photographer Ralph Ander-
son heard the cries of young Red-
shalted Flickers (Colaptez cafer col-
laris) while taking pictures of the
quto caravan from above the Wa-
wona Tunnel on the aftermoon of
Tuly 17, 1940, In compony with the
writer the nesting hole was discov-
ered some 30 feet up in o dead snag
or stub, which was located about 100
vards up the slope from the east end
of the tunnel. As we arrived «a
young bird was sticking its head out
of the hole and squeaking lor food.
Fed at 3:40 p. m., it became very im-
patient alter thirty minutes had
elapsed, and called repeatedly wih
a whining note. Every [ew minules
it stuck itz head out of the hole, and

ducked back again. After fifty min-
utes the lemale adult arrived, but
flewr from tree to tree belore leeding.
The young tlicker had added o stag-
cate note to the whining, and on
sighting its mother called vocifer-
cusly. The female fed the voung
again al 4:35 and 4:40, fitty-five and
sixty minutes since the last feeding,
which afforded o splendid chance
for coler photography.

The wyoung was quite mature,
showing the lomilior black crescent
and having a brown siripe on the
side of the head, which indicated it

was a female. By now it wes evi
dent that there was only one youn
left in the nest,

Heturning to the nest the next afl
ernoon, os the sun was best in the
afternoen for this west-facing nes!
we set up the telephoto lens. Afte
waiting for some time, we could hea
the call of adults and of the youno
uttering its juvenile note in response
Locking up, I saw the young ons
suddenly leave the nesting site. |
had been perching unnoticed on th:
end of o limb not far from the nes
cnd of thal moment flew off in pur
suit of the adult calling in the dis
tance. The young flicker was apmar
ently leaving its home site, as the
rest of the brood had prebably done
before, and all was quiet and sill
in the old dead snag so recently re
verberating with life.

NATURE NOTELET

While on a nature walk just abave
Mirror Lake on June 4, 1941, our
group was able to watch the court-
ship antics of the Dwarl Cowhird
The male, who had been singing
from o perch in a Black Oak flew
down on the ground beside the fe-
male. With back arched, wings ex-
tended and fecthers fluffed out, he
sfrutted back and forth before the
temale, The female did not appreci-
ate his ardent efforts ot aftraction,
and pecked ot him whenever he
came within reach. Finally the male
flew up in the tree once more and
continued singing —Willis A. Evans
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MIGRATION OF WHITE PELICANS
By Ranger-Naturalist Verlin G. Baysinger

Routine of duty often dulls an in-
fvidual's sense of observation and
Minitely limits the chances for such
ndeavor. However, the occasional
sunt into the open brings surprising
psulls.
On the afterncon of June 19, 1941,
thile making o wisit to Wowono
lnint, a flock of White Pelicoms (Pel-
joarius erythrorhynchos) was ob-
gerved in flight.

Past observation and reporis have
been made of these migration flights,
pserrule Moture Motes, Oclober,
833, records the okservation by Mr.
R, H. O'Neal This writing tells
shout the flight of the birds on June
30, 1933, through Yosemite Valley,
8,000 feet below the observer, who
was on Glacier Point. Yosemite Na-
ure Notes, July, 1940, records anoth-
er ocbservation made from Glacier
Point by Mrs. Bess Hoffman, on June
B, 1940, On that same date, 1 saw
and reported the same flock of peli-
coms flying over Mariposa Grove of
Big Trees in the early alterncen sun-
light—spiraling in flight, gaining al-
titude, then taking formation and fly-
ing northeastward.

My cbservation this year, on June
9 1941, was made in the company
of & number of park visitors who
‘marveled at the beauty of the sight.
‘These large white birds came into
view at 2:25 P. M., as they llew from
the San Jeaguin Valley over the crest
of the Chowchilla Mountains, direct-
ly west of Wawana Point and south
lof Signal Peck at an estimated ele-

vation of 6500 fzet. From the time of
thiz first observation until they dis-
appeared in the northeastern sky we
enjoved a grand study of the flock,
vsin both the undgided eye and the
bincculars.

Apparently as the pelicans ap-
proached the crest of the Chowchilla
Mountains, they took advaniage of
the ascending air currents and be-
gan their spiral flight in order that
they might gain altitude and direc-
tion, flashing snow-while in the
bright sunlight and disploying their
black wing primaries. Then, as they
wheeled in irregular formation, the
birds would pass through the sha-
dow ond light aliernately and indi
vidually, This flight maneuver lasted
tor about ten minutes until they
gained an altitude of about 10,000
feet or more, then suddenly a single
bird led cut of the [lock and in sev-
eral irregular V-formations, the en-
tire flock of pelicons, which num-
bered over 100 birds, followed,

The course set was M. NE., and in
the short time of about three minutes
the large white birds disoppeared in
tha bigh cumuluz couds forming
over the Sierra Nevada northeast of
Yeozemite Valley.

Thiz flight should have been cb-
sarved elsewhers; yel, due to the
high silent course ol the pelicoms, it
is very likely ithat few people
chanced to sight these beauliful
birds, Evidently, this migration
flight tock the pelicoms to the Mono
Lake country, or farther north for the
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nesting season, Cbservations such
oz these noted are of impertancs to
our knowledge of the natural his-
tary of this area.

A SECOND RECORD FOR LARUS
DELEWARENSIS IN YOSEMITE
By Ranger-Naturalist Enid Micheel

Gulls are rare wvisitors to Yosemite
Valley; however, California Gulls
(Larus californicus) breed on the
rocky islands of Mono Lake, and in
moving from the California beaches
where they spehd the winter, many
pass over Yosemite National Park on
their woy to their summer nesting
arounds. A few loafers stop ower in
the higher sections of the park, and
follow the fishermen from loke to
lake to share in the loot. A fisherman
cleaning fish on any of the larger
lakes is likely to be visited by a qgull
or two. On rare occasions o qull
may drop dewn inte the Yeosemite
Valley and be seen along the river.
| should say in the last twenty vears
there are perhops ten records of the
California Gull in the valley,

Ring-billed Gulls (Lorus delswar-
ensis), commonly associcted with
Califernia qulls on the beaches of
Southern California during the win-
ter manths, breed larther north than
do the California gulls, ond there-
fore are not to be expecied in Yo-
semite MNational Park:; nevertheless,
aboul ten years ago a lone Ring-
killed qgull was seen on the wide
river pocl in Yosemite Valley, and a
second record for this cull was es-
tablished on May 13, 1941, when a
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lone bird in mature plumage was
observed on this same body of wo
ter,

LONG LIVE THE TREES
By Park Forester Emil Ernst

Through the medium of noturn
ists, rangers, and government pukbll
cations, the public is fairly well ac
quainted with the greal ages esf
mated for some of the better known
oicmt Sequoias. These estimates an
bazed on ring counts made oo
stumps of fallen and felled trees
That the sugar and ponderose pine
reach great ages commensural
writh their size is a lact known main
lv to forest workers. In 1937, age
rornts were made of stumps on lum
ber company lands in the Carl Inn
crea adiacent to Yosemite Neationa
Park, ond in addition oges have
heen obtained from time to time
from the stumps of trees necessarily
fellad in insect control operations
within the peark.

The oreatest ages recorded in
these studies show for the sugar
pine 381 years, and for the ponder-
oo pine 320 years. There are numi-
erous lorger pondercea pines thon
these from which this dota was ab-
lained, and it is to be expected thot
a1 grecter age for pondercsa pine
will eventually be determined,

Of the fifty-one tree ages record-
ed, nine are from trees that were
living at the time of the discovery of
land in the Western Hemisphere by
Christepher Columbus in Ocioker
1492,
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