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DEVELOFMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO YOSEMITE
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist
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Part Ill—Transportation Facilities in the Park

It was inevitable thet, cnee Yo-
s=mite Valley was made dccessible,
numerous individuals would seek to
secome more intimately aocguainted
with features thal had previcusly
Feen viewed only from o distance,
So almost immediately after the first
wisitors began coming to Yosemite
on horseback via the MWariposao,
Coulterville, and Big Oak Flat trails
which, by 1858, had been developed
o= stondard routes of approach o
e valley, public interest in the area
pointed the way lo many poin's
which had been known only casual-
Yy Such activity continued through-
out the years, resulling eventually in
the development of more than 700
miles of trails which today make ac-
cessible most of the 1189 square
miles ol rugged Yozemite terrain. In
laddition, 235 miles of roads not only
Bring certain speciacul ar arens
within easy rexch of park wvisitors
But, more importantly, serve = bring
rospective hikers lo "key" localions
o the treil svstem lfrom which ad-

onal and more extensive explor-
ﬁ.-cms may be meode.

Original Trail System in Yosemite
Valley

Attention was naturally first di-
rected to the valley itsell and those
who were first privileged to see and
explore it [ound their way daboul
without benefit of trails, The level
and comparatively open valley {loor,
coupled with its rugged, conlining
walls, ploced specific emphasis on
the more dramatic features thot
could be easily reached without toco
much difficulty. In that moanner cer-
tain generally used routes to points
of nearby intersst on the valley
floor came to be recognized at an
early date. Thus, in the vears that
intervened between the visit by the
first "tourist” party (1855) and the
time when the State of California
undertook the protection and admin-
istration of Yosemite Valley (1864)
tresils to Mirror Loke ond Verneal Fall
hod developed. Although there is no
indication of how or by whom these
first trails were constructed one ch-
tains the first authentic documentary
picture of these [acilities from the
pages ol "The Yosemite Book” pub-
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lished by the Calilornmia Geclogical
Survey in 1868, which was the im-
mediate outgrowth of surveys con-
ducted from 1864-1867 in connection
with the determination of *he boun-
dary ol the Yosemite Grani
very excellent maps included in that
publication—ane ol the valley, and
crnother of the surrounding High Si-
erra regicn-—disclese the extent of
the meager trail system of that day.

Two hotels were then available in
the wvolley—the "Lower Haotel,"”
which occupied o site near the pres-
ent terminus of the present Four-
Mile Trail, and the "Upper Hotel"
which stocd near the present Senti-
nel Bridge. These pioneer hostelries
were the notural cbhjectives of the
Mariposa and Coulterville trails, the
two routes by which early visitors
reached the valley floor. After de-
scending from the rim, these trails
followed up the valley on opposite
sides of the Merced Hiver to their
junction below the “Lower Hotel™
riders using the Coulterville trail be-
ing required to ford or ferry the river
near the point now pepularly known
as Yellow Pine Beach. At the "Upper
Hotel” the frail ogain divided. Cne
brarich crossed the Merced and fol-
lowed up the north side of the valley
to Tenaya Canyon, ending at Mirror
Lake. The other brunch continued
along the south bank of the river io
a point above Hoppy Isles where ii
crossed liloustte Creek and ascend
ed along the south side of the nar-
rowing canvon to Vernal Fall. The
present Mist Troil lellows o portion

ol
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this route and 'ar o number of
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years o small cabin, serving a

toll staticn, was located at "Regio o

Rock” near the gresent Lral junctio
the

a short distonce above
bridge below Vernal Fall

Since Vernal Fall i= a popu o
present day objective for hikers
relerence to that route which
pears in "The Yosemite Book'
be of interest.

"Leaving the Yosemite Valley prog

we -lollow up the Merced soo
crassing the [llilouette . |, Rising rog
idly, en o trail which runs along ne:
the river, over the talus ol great ar
gular masses lallen Irom above, w
ride a litile less than a mile,
naarly lo. the bose of the first of tw:
great lalls made by the Merced o
coming <down from the level of th
plateou obove inte Yosemite  Valles

The path up the side of the canm
near the ol winds around and alon
o steeply sloping mountain side, al

er

arn
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Woys wet with spray, ond conse-
juently rather slippery in  ploces.
badies, however, lind no great diffi-
ulty in possing, with the ald of
flendly arms, and protected by stout
boots and india rubker clothing
prought from the hotel. The perpendic-
part of the ascent i surmounted
the aid of ladders From the
Vernal Fall upstream, for the distonce
aboul one mile, the river may be
llnwed, and it presenis o succession

B caoscades and riplds of greoat
heouty.”

In spite of the lfact that "The Yo-
mite Book™' states that Liberty Cap
id already been climbed, thus re-
ording the activities of a lew un-
pown adventurous souls, the top of
mvada Fall was generally inacces-
ble since no bridoe was available
sross the tempestuous Merced.
ost visitors were conlent with a
lew af the latter cataract from van-
ife points on the south side of the
ver above Vernal..As to Hall Dome
[he Yosemite Book™ states that i

i.

perlecily inaccessible, being

prnhuh]y the only one ol the promi-
_Ftnt points above the Yosemite which
never has keen, and never will be
frodden by humean foor”

Although this pradiction was to be
ieproved in 1875, modern wisitors
fiewing this distinctive granife mass
or the [irst time generally feel the
fime way,

From "The Yosemils Book” we
lsc learn that, with thz exception
i the Mariposa and Coulterville
rails, no prepared routes gave dc-
g5 to points along the rim of the
lle';. although a number of early
Hsitors cccasionally climbed up In
Canyen to the head of Yosem-

ite Fall and also up the gorge beside
Sentinel Rock to getl at its summit
and to the crest of Eentinel Dome.
Such activity indicotes the interest
that was manifest in these points at
that early time, and paved the way
for the development of means by
which they would be maode more
readily accessible.

Trail Construction During Regime of
Yosemite Valley Commission

In 1864 the responsibility for the
care of the Yosemite Valley and the
Mariposa Grove was accepted by
the State of Califernicr frem the Fed-
eral Government, and o commission
for the administration of these areas
was established by the California
Legislature. The members of that
body guickly recognized that cerlain
improvements needed to be made
as soon o possible. Units of the
meager trail system had been con-
structed by private individusls and
aperated as toll routes and, in addi-
tion, loll was charged on the ferry
that operaled on the Merced River,
Thiz was a source of considerable
nuisance and complaint on the peart
ol early wisitors,

The Commissioners tock the first
step toward the alleviation of this
conditien in 1866 when, with the
emall allotment of $2,000.00 granted
by the Legisloture in itz session of
18B5-668, they not anly paid the very
medest salary of Galen Clark, the
first guardian of Yesemite Valley,
but also improved certain trails on
the valley floor and constructed twao
bridges across ‘he Merced. One of
lhese spanned the river on the val-
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ley floor et the Coulterville trail
crossing and enabled visitors fo
avoid the expense and delay of the
ferry; the other was built above Ver-
nal Fall in order to make the top of
Newvada Fall accessikle. Ir, the meaon-
time, since no tunds were provided
for irall construction, the Commis-
zipners: embarked vnon o program
aof cranting toll privileoes 'sr a spe-
cified lennth of time to cerloin re-
sponsible individuals in return for
the construction of some of the more
difficult trails. In the rerort of the
Commizssion for 1877 we lind the fol-
lowing zlea—

"With regard lo frails within the
grant - the Commissioners having
no lunds at their command, have al-
ways been ready to granl grivileges
lor their construclion when desmed
advizable coupled with the right 1o
collect @ moderate toll during o period
of ten veors, or unfil such tfime as the
Legislature saw fit 1o make the appro-
priction necessary for their purchase,
[n the opinion of the Commissioners,
the time has now come when this
should be done, and they would, with
thia ebject in view, respeciluliy request
an appropriaticn for this special pur-
pose of zeven thousand five hundred
dollarz, a3 well a5 one thouzand dol-
loirs additional for keeping them in re-
palr during two years”

Further remarks in & similar vein
were included in subsenuent re-
ports. These sugoestions bore fruit
in 1882 when the "Four-Mile troil” teo
Glacier Point and the ladders which
gove occess o Vernal Fall were
purchased from their respective
owners and made free. In addition
rights to a number of the other ax-
isting trails reverted o the Sta'e at
that time through the expiration of

their lemses. By 1886, rights to all
remaining trails as wall as the por
tions of the Coultervillear d Bio Ool
Flat rocds which, in the meantine
e been completed tc the walloy
loor, and which were within e
houndary of the Yosemite Grool
were likewize purchases and mo le
free to the public. Thus, 1886 wo o
memarable year in tha! it mark o
the final termination ol all toll privi
leges on roads and trons within e
Yosemite Gromt. )

Early Trails in the Yosemite High
Sierra

Although the Geslogical Survy
of Californic had roughly rec
neitred the Yosemite High Sierro
1863, they made a more careful
vestigation of this grea in 1886 <l
1867, The interests and beauty
hodied in this region are ohoo
tively ireated in "The Yoseooin
Book” which «ives us an excell
picture of trail [acilities in the oo
at that ime, That publication pla oo
rarticulor emphasis on the possi |
ity of a pack trip through this regr
which figuratively raises the curt oy
on the High Sierra hiking and sad [»
parties of the present day. The roio
suggested, traversing practically 110
entire trail system in exstence
that time, followed the Coultervilo
trail from the valley [oor o the ne
rim whera if joined the Mong tr
This route, originally used by
Indians and improved in 1857
those interested in mining possi |
ities in the Sierra, ran east throw
the heart of what is now Yosemi:
MNetional Park, closely approximat o
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present Tioga Hood, to Tenaya
ke and Tuolumne Meadows. From
§ poinl the return westward to
original Mariposa-Yosemite Val-
trail (constructed by the Mann
bos. in 1856) was occomplished by
pans of a branch of the Mono trail,
o an original Indion route, which
Wosced Caothedral Pass and passed
roucth Little Yosemile Valley and
jono Meadows to Ostrander's in the
inity of Peregoy Meadows on the
pesent Glacier Point road. An im-
ved itroil, which lollows the same
te, and which iz famous for its
boctocular seenery ond  sunrises
B Cathedral Pass, is in use at the
fasent time,

The map included in "The Yosem-
Book" also calls attention 1o the
te from Ostroander's to Sentinel
dume which was blazed by the State
Seclogical Survey porty in 1864, It
lso indicates that the Mariposa
prove of Big Trees wos accessible
trail trom Clark's (Wawona)
Hich followed a route that is ap-
roximotely the same o3 that utilined
the presont
Hetch Hetcliy Valler was cocessible
trail from a point on the Big Cak
et route letwesn Sprague’s and
Hordin's, ronches which were o
gled west ol the present Big Oak
it entrance of the park

time, and notes that

Eﬁ'ul]e]r Trail Davelopment in the

: Seventies

[ Returning to o consideration of
ey trail development, we lind
at the foundotion of o major part
our present system was laid in
@ 70's, largely through the policy

of the Commissicners in granting toll
privileges for trail construction. In
1870 Albert Snow constructed a
horse trail from "Begister Rock,” at
the start of the Mist trail, over the
rugged shoulder which Clark Point
is located, to the flat between Vernal
and Nevada lalls, Here he construct-
"La Casa Ne-
The fellowing vear John Con-
way built o trail which ascended
frem "La Cosa Nevada' to the top
of Nevada Fall and Little Yosemite

ed o hotel known as
wader”

Nevada Fall
from site of La Casa Nevada,
Velley, Hikers who use the route to-
day will hove couse to apprecicte
the labors in the onginal construc-

tion while ascending the numerous,
sisep and rocky switchbocks below
Liberty Cap. John Conway contrib-
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ved further to trail development in
the Valley. Under the cuspices of
James McCauley, who later (1878)
built and operated the Mountain
House ol Glacier Point, he began
construction of the Four-mile troil
from the base of Sentinel Rock to
Glacier Point in 1871, completing this
project in the foilowing year

Cniginal notes made by [ohn Con-
way (contained in the historical files
of Yosemite Museum) state that o
trail between Little Yosemite Valley,
above Nevada Fall and Glocier
Poinl was constructed by Washburn
cmd MeCready in 1872, It followed
the old Mono trail meost of the waoy
cnd thus mode possible o loop trip
from the walley by way of Vernal
and Nevada Fall, Ghicier Point anz
the Four-mile trail. This route iz in-
cluded on o map contained in “The
Yosemite Guide Book” of 1874 (pub-
lished by the State Geological Sur-
vey and successor to "The Yosemite
Bogk") Howewver, indications are
that this loop route was only occa-
sionally followed until it was im-
proved and shortened by the Yo-
zemite Valley Commissioners in 1885
In thet year the Merced River was
bridged just gbove Nevada Fall and
o new trail {colled the Echo Wall
trail) was built along the top of Pan-
orama Cliff to the brink of Nliloustts
Fall, This route to Glacier Paoint,
known for many years as the Eleven-
mile troil, was further shorternied 1o
BlY miles af a later date.

In 1874 James Huichings had a
trail constructed up Indian Carnyon |
This not only shortened the distanoe
from the valley to the Mono troil by
which Tuolumne Meadows and 'he
High Sierra region wos reached, [l
also provided a route to Yosenle
Point and the brink of Yesemite | (|
Criginally o horse trail it had, oy
1877, lallen into disrepair and o
then being used only by hikers. [ w
traces of its existence can now be
lound.

In 1873 john Conway constru. ed
the first unit of the Yosemite | gl
tradl, suitakle for horse travel, | a2
noint near the base of the upper il
where the majesty of that impres (ve
speciacle could be viewed at o
range. As this point was the prin i1y
ohjective of most visitors at that |6
it was not projected beyond Lol
point tor a numbker of years. H w
ever, Hutchings' “"Tourist Guide [
1877 states that visitors ocoasion lly
scrambled up the draw to the v ol
ol Yosemite Fall to reach the nonih
rim, the brink of the falls and Vo
semite Point, from which they ciun
raturned to the valley. floor by oy
of Indian Conyon,

In 1877 Conway completed o
Yosemite Fall trail to the north 1m
and, in addition, projected it to e
summit of Eogle Peak, highes: ol
the Three Brothers, It was a toll 1o te
vntil 1886 when it was purche od
from its builder and owner by e
Yosemite Valley Commissioners

1

{(Continued in next month’s issue.)
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A NEW BIRD RECORD FOR YOSEMITE VALLEY
By Assistant Park Naturalist B. K. Grater

rd walks in Yosemite Valley are
lly somewhat of a routine mai-
. All aleng the way one can fore-
| with some degree ol certainty
it birds will be encountered,
sre they will be seen and even
t they will be deing. Thus, the
walk of June 3, 1943, began in
usual monner with the custom-
¢ woodpeckers seen in the dead
cnwoods at the edge of Sentinel

g
the Sparrow Hawk
enstrating how our commonest
on pehaves. In this meadow is
a low, marshy area where the
Red-wings congreqgate in large
jmbers io nest, ond the party
ved slowly along the path to pay
isit to this colony. Suddenly, a
rt distonee  ahead, twa small

chicken-like birds moved quickly
across the patch, [ollowed closely
by four tiny black and white young-
sters. Here was something definitely
not "routine,” cnd there was a very
disorgonized scramble by members
of the party to see what these birds
were, Portunately, the birds had dis-
appedred in grasses that were nat
so very tall, but which prevented the
young birds from moving very fast,
and so we were able to still see the
arasses shaking and bending as the
birds moved into the shallow woters
ol the marsh. Leaving my group
lined up along the edge of the
marsh, | circled bheyond the birds
and waded slowly along, forcing the
voung dahead toward my waiting
riroitp. The old birds were alarmed,
hut retused to desert their chicks,
and, so bit ot o time, the enlire
formily wos moved back into view,
ond my party got the tirst view ever
recorded of Virginia Boil aond its
young in Yosemite MNedionol Park,
For some time the luzzy litile chicks
scurried about, at times almost run-
ning over my leet and those of my
party, while the worried parents
would often come within live leet of
riembers of my group. Finally they
were allowed to drft on into the
marsh, leaving behind a very much
elated party of bird enthusiasts and
o Naturalist with a very bedraggled
pair of shoes that never lully recov-
ered from the soaking they received.

In going through the records, |
tind thet the Virginiao Rail {(Rallus
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virginianus] has been seen in Yo
semite on cnly one previous cceoa-
sion. On September 30, 1334, Mr.
Joseph Dixen observed one of these
shy marsh birds near Rocky Paoint in
Yosemite Valley, thus obtaining the
tirst record for the park. Until our
party saw this fine liltle family of
zix birds, none had been reported in

the park for over eight years.

This nesting recerd is of unusual
importanece in that it definitely es-
tablishes the Virginia Rail os o sum-
mer resident in the park, and sug-
rests that perhaps we may expect
this species to become a regular feo-
ture of the interesting bird lile of
Yosemite Valley.

LESSINGIA

Sweet summer lavender—
A myrictl of siars

In the sun-scorched gress,
Like o veil enchanting

On a prairie lass.

Sweetl summer lavender
Adorning the withered

Like a spring bouguet—
Flattering posse’ grasses,

Making them young and gay.

—Elizabeth H. Godiraey.
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