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DR. HERMAN CAREY BUMPUS
1862-1943

By Carl P. Russell. Chief Naturalist, National Park Service*

On an Auoril day in 1924, Super-
ntendent W. B. Lewis of Yosemite
Hlationml  Fork  telephoned to the
Park Werturalist at work in the then
makechift park museum to impart
the good news that $50,000.00 hod
Fean obtained by the American As-
ciation of Museums with which {o
uild & new Yosemite museum. This
news was exciting to the workers
ho had pioneered in the assem-
ling of Yosemite educational ma-
nal, but, actually, it was but part
i the story; it aave nno hint of the
=t that the gift to Yosemite Na-
cnal Fark  waz to be notably
rerer them $50,000.00, nor did it in-
corte that with it would come a
ide ond mentor whose inspiring
dership would extend through
o decades of park mussum work
wd embrace the entire national
e syatem,

Socon after the tunds were ob-
ned for the development of the
csemite museum, Ansesl P, Hall,
n Chief Naturalist of the Nao-

tional Paork Service, drove into Yo-
semite Valley cccompanied by Dr
H. C. Bumpus, representative of
the American Asseciation of Muo-
seums, under whose =supervision
ond control the educational demon-
stration wos fo be made. Dr. Bum-
pus hod besn mode Chairman of
the Asscciation's committee on
outdoor education and from the
beginning of the Yosemite Museum
project, he tock o deep personal in
terest in every detml of construction
and exhibit plonning. His was o
true leadership, enhanced by his
greai copacity lor [riendships, and,
although he did not remdin in resi-
dence in Yosemite, ar even in Cali-
fornia, the work on the Yosemite
Museum, which began in 1924 and
continued through 1925, bore his un-
mistakakle impress.

The new museum library ond of-
fices functioned in the fall of 1925,
and the exhibit rooms were opened
to the public in May, 1926, In the
mecntime, Dr. Bumpus and his com-

itar's MNote, Dr. Russell served as Park Maturalist of Yogemite National Poark irom

1923 15 1929, It waos during this period that the Yeosemife Museum was bullt and

equipped.
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mittee  had accomplished very
practical results in building  trail-
side mussums at Bear Moun‘ain In-
terstate Park, Mew York and in
Gremd Canyen National Park, The
evidences of public aonreciation
and use of these experimental in-
terpretive devices ouickly  con
vineced the Secratary of the Interior,
the MNational Park Service, the
American Association of Museums,
and officials of the Laura Spelman
Rocketeller Memorial that park mu-
seums are effective instruments of
delinite value to the couse of con-
servation. On the strength of these
results, additional funds were ob-
tained by the American Association
af Museums with which to develon
a1 #ystemn of trailside museums in
Yellowstone National Park. Dr, Bum-
pus continued to direct the plan
mng and development of the ex
panding program. Four small focal
poinl museums, o system of trail-
gide exhibits, and exlensive
provemenis in the central museum
at park headouarters were finished
under Dr Bumpus' direction. His in
terest extended beyond the mu
seums and trailside exhibits to -
clude all phoses of the interpretive
program,  The unigque  "Trailside
Motes for the Motorist” were o prod-
uct of his original thinking.
Although the direcl linancial sup-
port ol the Americom Association nl
Muszeums in MNational Pork Service
interpretive work was discontinued
in 1934, the active interest of Dr
Bumpus in the brood program of
the entire Service continued He

Lrmi-

NOTES

1931 of 1l

Pars

become chairman in
Board to Advise the Natwonal
Service on all Educational Mati
ond in 1936 was mace chairmci
the newly crecied Advisory Bo
on MNational Parks, Historic Sin
Buildings amd Menuments. In tl

he played a promin
role in putling into effect the |
visions of the Historie Sites Ac
1836, His hackground of rich exp

capacity

in  educotion, conservat
practice, and administrative  w
enabled him to act with degs|
and utmost fairness {o public int
ests and government alike. In 1Y
for reasons of health, Dr. Bum
resigned from the Advisory Be
bul continued active as a memt
at the Wational Parks Council of {10
American Planning and Civie Az

Snce
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Pr. Bumpus was born in Buck-
ld, Maine, May 5, 1862 He died
| June 21, 1943, in Pasadena, Cali-
nic, where for some months he
il resided with his son, Dr. Her-
on Corey Bumpus, Jr. Obituary
ppreciations have mnﬁeqred in the
_ 1943;
Bmning cmd C.‘rlnr: Gommsnt Tuly,
43; ond in the records of the Ad-
gory Board on National Porks,
me 21 and 22, 1943. His occom-
ishments in the educational field
ore many, and his activity in sci-
itific organizations won for him a
lace of international leadership in
jgecrch. He was one of the found-
i of the American Association of
liseums and was its first worest
mt in 1906-1907, atter which pe-
[ he was conlinuously active
th the organiration cs on o'ficer
council member to the time of
s death.

‘Such other ormonirations and
Fencies as the Marine Bislogical
.' cratory, Weoods Hole, Massa-
hrcetts, the Internationcl Fishery
onrress, the American Society of
polomsts, the American Society of
rehisteric Research, the labkora-
ol Anthrepology, Santa Fe,
el the Mt Desert Biological Lab-
fatory benelited from their incep-
on through his initictive and far-
"'htedness. He distinguished him-
pli in administrative work as Di-
ctor of the Americon Museum,
2-]91]; Business Manager of the
Iniversity of Wisconsin, 1911-1914;
pesident of Tufts College, 1914-1918;

Consulting Direclor of the Buflalo
Museum, 1925-1930; cnd as Secre-
tary aof the Corporation, Brown Uni-
versity, 1924-1929.

For memy years Dr. Bumpus was
an honorary member of the ﬁmer-
icon Scenic ond Historic Preserva-
tion Scclety, which society in
April, 1941, awarded to him the
Pugsley Gold Medal "for outstand-
ing service in the field of notional
park education . . . the creation
and popularization of the trailzide
museum, an institution of which he
may be zaid to be one of the origi-
nators.” In 1941, too, he received
the Distinguished Service Award of
the American Association of Mu-
geums in recognition of hiz leader-
ship in the brood field of mussum
work and particularly of his achieve-
ments as chairman of the Associc-
fien's Committee on Outdoor Edu-
cation in which role he had di-
rected the development of museums
in Yosemite, Grand Canyon, and
Yellowstone Neational Peorks,

Fioneer museums in Mesa Verde,
Yosemite, and Yellowstone Nao-
ticnal  Parks existed lor  several
yvears prior to 1924 when the
American Association of Museums
extended itz lirst support to the Yo-
semite Museum program. [t was in
fact these sarlier efforts which first
cwakened the interest of C. |. Ham-
lin, President of the American, fs-
sociation of Museums and Mr. John
D, BRockeleller, Ir. The demeonstra-
tion made in 1924-1934 by the As-
sociation under the direction of Dr,
Bumpus waos a direct step toward
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the lederal support for park mu-
seums, which hbegan in the early
1830°s; and during a ten-year period
resulted in the development of
more than one hundred tfroilside
museums and historic house mu-
seums throughout the HMNational

Park System. Approximately seven
million dollars have been invested
i

i
[
i

this educoticnal endeaveor since

e

the Yosemite Museum waos opened
to the public in 1926, The existing
program of research and education
in national parks is based sguarely
upen the firm foundation provided
by these structures, for they pro-
vide the physical plant from which
emanates the general pregram of
park interpretive werk. During the
five-year period; 193B-1342, the av-
erage -number of wvisitors o the
areas of the MNationol Pork System
has been 17 million each year, The
great majority of these visitors have
made use of the park museum and
the progroms of lectures and guided
trips which center upon them. In
the werds of Dr. Bumpus, “the con-
tralling fact governing the develop-
ment of educational work in the no-
tional parks is thal within these
reseryations multitudes are brought
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directly in contact with striking
amples o nature's handicrali
The real museum i=s outside

i
1 )

11
walls of the building dnd the | s

pose of the museum work is to

der the out-of-doors intelligible
The ecommitiée desires to en
the tourist to weave into a conn

fabric what he reads in his guile

book, what he hears from the ran
naturalist, what he picks up |
{fellow tourists, and what he se
the museums." This was his ou
in 1930 and it continues to ks
objective of national park offi
Dr. Bumpus was always =zel
locing in recording the progre
his personal underickings. A:
ample of his foimess in cred
the work of others is to be seo
hizs appraisal ol his committes”
tivity in the Yosemite Museum
dertaking. In his report of 192
stated  (the Yosemite project)
one of several pieces of cons
tive work which the Associotion
daone, but it has involved the co
ation of other crganizations an

individuals, both within and out:

ocur membership. The Yosemite
tural History Association has

operated most zealously, the Sioo

Club has lent its hond, the Suj
intendent of Yosemite, and ofhe

ficers througheout the National P

Service have helped most uno

fishly cond most effictently. We b

merely had a hend in bringin
completion a cooperative proje
Consistent with this modesty
claim iz the text on the plagu:
the doar of the Yosemite Museun

!

il
]

i
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Bullt end Equipped
Individuals aond Orgoanizations
Intereated in Nature's Handiwork
THE YOSEMITE MUSEUM
was glven to the public
Cerder thot all visiting this mojestic
Valley may know the slory of its
Creation ond Native Life.

1925

was the great
v naturalista, historians, and
utives of the Nationgl Park
wice to work closely with Dr
pus throughout the period ol
activity in national parks. His
ly muiidance, moture judgment,
ess, brilliant learning, ond con-
t friendliness meant much to
gse associated with him, To o very

privilege  af

1al

large number of museum workers,
university officials, and conserva-
tionists throughout the land he was
known a8 intimotely ond affection-
ately as he was to the National
Park Service lamily. The genercus
friendzhip for fellow workers and
unselfish devotion to the couse of
congervation which he always ex-
tended endeared him to o veritable
host of Americans. His work and his
idealz live on tor all whe appre-
ciate the nation's notural beouty
spots and  its  cultural heritage.
These notive values hove been
made larever richer and more pre-
cicus through his "common fabric
of understanding.”

DEVELOFMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO YOSEMITE
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

Pert [[I—Transporiation Facilities in the Park
(Continued from last month's issue.)

Gabnel Sevulewski
Any history of the trails in Yosem-
recion would be incomplete i
activities of Gabriel Sovulewsk
moined unmentioned. Mr, Sovu-
wakl, who served two live-vear en-
ents in Troop K, Fourth U S
alry, first come to the pork in
5 os o sergecnt with the U 5
v, serving under Coplain Alex.
gers and Lieut. Col 5. B M.
‘oung who were the acting super-
tendents of the park in 1895, 1896
d 1897 With the exception of the

summer of 1899, when he served as
pocker for troops, his association
with the park was severed unti] 1906
when he began o leng and illustri-
ous perjod of service in the area em-
bracing both military ond civilicn
cdministrations, Shertly after his re-
turn in 1906, as o civilion employee
of the U. S5 Army, he wos mode
supervisor of all trail construction
and rood maintencnce, He contin-
ued in a similar capacity, following
the close ol the period of militory
adminisiration, until his refirement
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in Aumqust 1936, Col, H. C. Benson,
who served in Yosemile as a Lieu-
tenant from 1895-1837 and whao later,
as Captain and Maojor, was acting
superintendent from [905-1908, calls
cHention to Sovulewski's activities
in a letter, {copy in the Yozemite
Museum file) dated June 23, 1524,
outlining early history of the mili-
tery administration of the park, as
follows: :

. The successful working out of
the irails and the continuation of de-
veloping them iz due largely to the
loyalty ond hard work of Mr. Gaobriel
Sovulewski. Too much credit cannot be
glven 1o this man, for the develop-
men! of Yosemite MNational Park; a
faithful worker, @ man whe knew no
hours and wha' never apored himaelf
He, for years, faithfully carried out the
wishes ond ldeos of the officers under
whose command he wasz serving and
made it possible for the later building
of frailzs when the Government saw [it
to oppropriate money lor that pur-
posa.”

Those of the Yosemite orocnization
who worked with this man, and
who hod the pleasure of knowing
him intimately, will all agree that
Col. Benson's {ribute was justly de-
served. Further indicaticn of his abil-
ity, farsightedness cnd interest in
Yosemile is evident by the fagt that
en several cocosions he served as
acting superintendent of the pork
(See "The Story of Trgil Building in
Yosemite National Park™ by Gabriel
Favulewski; Yosemite Nature Notes,
April 1928)

More Recent Trail Development
Beginning in 1905 the Interior De-
rartmeni of the Pederal Government
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appropriated specal allotments |
trail” development and an  active
program of trail construction, re o
cation and improvement was uncdon

tokern. This was continued in sued|

ceading vears until by the end o
1910 the troil system of the port

with certoin exceptions—was eas 1
tilly as= it is at the present i
Noteworthy new trails construciod
ih motre receni yecrs cofisist of ha
lomots Tenaye zig-zags, consfr ol
ed in 1911, and the route down e
Tuclumne River from Glen Aulin 1o
Dete Valley which mokes acces: e
one ol the most rugged and pio o
esque sections in the park, inclod
ing the spectocular Muir Gorge. THin
work was begun in 1917 when (e
first segment of the route from G o0
Bulin 1o Waterwhesl Falls was o

pleted. Work continued from time 10
time asz hunds were available uonl
the connection with Pate Valley v
effected in 1925 In 1918 the Babo ok
Lotke Trail fram Merced Lake to
crelsomg Poss was constructed, 1l
providing an aliermale rouls 1o e
letler point which is often used |y
hikers dunng those pericds early i1
the secson when Voaelsang Paso s
blocked with snow. The Ten Loio
grea wos alse mode aceessiole
from the Tioga Rood at Yosems
Treek in the same yeor but perhos
the most noteworthy oocompliol
ment, as lar as trails are concern
was the construction of the foame s
Ledge Trail from Camp Curry o
Glacier Point, Previous to 1918 v
tors had scrambled up the ledge ©

narrow chule, followed by thiz ool
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ansiderable hazard to themselves
the completion al this route
finated much of the danger con-
fled with that effort. In 1919 Har-
i Lake nenr the Tioga Boad wes
inected with Pa'e Valley, this trail
ing extended up Piule Cresk o
geant Valley in 1920, thus pro-
ing o north-south route across the
ed Tuolumne Canyon above
tch Hetchyv. The most recent addi-
i to our trail system occurred in
| when o fine modern trail was
mpleted from Otteway Lakes over
el Peck Poss to Washburn Lake
| the upper Merced River, thus
tkinT possible an extended hiking
perck trip through the scenic splen-
in the southern section of the
birk Ronge to the south of Yosam-
Valley

High Sierra Camps

ne of the most important aids to
enjaymeni of the Yosemite "hack
intry” are the High Sierra camps
se camps, where one may obtain
mnfortakle gcocommedations and
rishing meals in tune with the
I-of-doors, are located at strateaic
rvals along the fameous 75-mille
h Sierra Loop trail from Yosemite
ley While the caomp at Mearced
e wos in operation as early as
15, the lamous loop of the present
1y dates from [924, by which time

eral other camps hod been estab-
ed. The program was first advo.

Icy

cated in 1923 by W. B. Lewis, then
superintendent of Yosemite National
FPark. In the [oll of that saome year
C, P Russell, then park noturdalist,
made ¢ reconnaissance of the pro-
posed route for the purpose of Tec-
cmmending siles lor the necessary
comps. In addition, T. &, Farrow of
the Yosemite Park and Curry Com-
pany projected preliminary plans for
the establishment of the necessary
comp lacilities and the project was
undertaken in the lollowing year. (*)
Facilities have been constantly im-
proved since that dote until ot the
present time, with comps at Merced
Lake, Vogelsang, Tuclumne Mea-
dows, Glen Aulin and Moy Leke,
hikers and riders are provided with
lacilities by means ol which a rep-
resenfative section of the rugged Yo-
semite high country may be easily
cpen and enjoyed

In closing, the activities of the
Sierra Club of Califernia in connec-
ticn with trail development in Yo-
semite should also be noted, This
organization, composed of men and
women who are devoted to the out-
ol-doors, with a particular interest in
the High Sierra region, and among
who are numbered many individuals
who have hod a considerable influ-
ence on Nalional Park policies, hos
Been o vital facter in the develop-
ment of trails in Yeosemite and the
encouragement of their use and en-
joyment by the general public.

See Bulletin No. 1, Yosemite Notural History Ascociation, 1925 "Hikers' Camps ol
emite National Park, & Guide With Maps” by C. P, Russal]

" Also see “100 Years in Yossmite” by C. P. Russell: page 123
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TO SEQUOIAS AT CHRISTMAS
By Elizabeth H. Godirey. NPS Stali

Ministers of peoce and strength and calmness:
Huge candles in rays of setting sun
Detying all the scorge of elements,
And Homing tongues, that lighining fires spun
Amid their stolwart ranks, and left them scarred.
Whila lesser trees fell grocming ot their side
The great survivors, as il lorevermore
Lived on serene, unmindful of the chard
Until like gignts of the earth are they;
And man, a passing pigmy in their stride,
Comes 1o their shrine fo learn a sacred lore
Ta breathe within his soul; and takes away
B pecce and strength unknown to him belore
Menarchs of poise, endurance, beauty;
Deep-mantled ond hushed in the fdling snow,
Whizsper the secrets of their peace
Proclaimed by the angels long ago
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