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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO YOSEMITE
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

Part | — The Era of Trails

The scenic mastarpiecs of Yosem-
ite ztands cs an outstanding, dro-
matic illustration of the ercsive pow-
ers of woter and glacier ice; powers
that were made possible by dynamic
earth movements which encom-
rassed wide areas throughout this
part of the West, and which go back
through geological perieds to the
vme when the area now occupied
&y the Sierra Nevado lay beneath
the sea— nearly 200,000,000 years
ool No wonder the awe-inspiring
grandeur of this rugged mountain
fpegion and the solemnity of the gi-
gontic gramite walls of the Valley se
profoundly affected many of its first
wisitors. No wander their accounts of
what they had seen so stirred the in-
Serest ond imogination of the unini-
Sated, that others were willing to en-
ure long doys of tedious trovel
rouch on almost unknown moun-
in region in order that they, too,
iaht enjoy similar experiences.
rom such o meager beginning de-
loped the lirst trails, to be followed
the comparative comfort of stage
vel over dusly mountain roads,
finclly by the luxury of present-

day modern motor highways, This,
then, iz a brisl cecount of the means
by which visitors reached Yosemite
trom the time when its varied inter-
ests were bul little known down to
the present deoy.

Initial Journeys of Exploration
and Discovery

Tourist fravel to Yosemite is con-
sidered @s beginning in 1855, when
James M. Hutchings, Thomas Ayers,
Wesley Millard, and Alexander Steir,
together with two Indian guidss,
“"spent five days in luxurious scenic
bongueting” in the Valley. Hutch-
ings was, at the time, contemplating
the publication of the California
Monthly Magazine and hod engoged
Avers, a well-known San Francisco
artist, for the purpose ol preparing
sketches of what they hoped to zse.

True, these first "tourisls" were not
the first to enter the region now
encompassed by the boundaries of
Yosemile National Park, but they
were the lirst to be attracted to the
areq lor reasons bassd solely upon
interest In its scenic grondeur, '

As early o= 1833, [oseph R Walker
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and o party of trappers {from Sall
Lake, seeking o route o the Pacilic
and a broader held [or their enter-
prise, crossed the crest of the Sierra
Mevada, and lollowed the old Mono
Indian Trail along the highland ke-
and  Heich
they passed

whet iz now

tween the Yosemils
Hetchy wvalleys, Thus
throuah the center of
Yosemite Mational Park, Ewvidence
poinis to the lact thal members of
this group were the [irst 1o see Yo-
semile Valley, observing it from a
point on the north rim

However, the Mariposa Battalion,
which enlered the Valley in 1851, i=
generclly credited with the discov-
ery. Yet these men were primarily
interssted in a speedy consumma-
fion of their missiors—the capturing

ol Chiel Tenaya and his band

[ndianz. With the exceplion of L

Bunnell, who waos protoundly ofte
ed by the moyesty ol the Valley ar
wos responsible for ils name, the
wers little concermed with the o
theiic values of the area ond o
them little attention. Likewise, ad
tional military lorays inle the regi o
later in 1B31 and 1852, and wvisits |y
prospectors in 1852 and 1853, we o
prompied by utilitarian motives. B

cause of this,
made of ils wonders by those wlo
first hoad the privilege of szeai
them. Yet the expedition led by Lie
tenant Moore in the summer of 13!
against Chiel Tenaya and the V
somites, is of particular importan:
[n o wvain attempt io capture Tenay

Miniature Diorama Tvpifving Early Yosemite Indian Village

little mention won




pre's cuest brought him net only
Nogemite Valley, but also to the
jelumne Meadows area and to the
brio Lake region ecst of the Sierra
yada. His report of this journey,
@ther with subsequent newspaper
pounts, although dealing primar-
with the principal purpose of the
adlition, wos of great importance
Iwo subsidiary respects; lirst, the
rest of J. M. Hutchings waos
pused, which resulted in the first
t to the Valley by "tourists” in
85 second, public interest in min-
ppportunities east of the Sierro
8 kindlad, resulting in the devel-
ment and use of g trail in 1857,
im Big Oak Flat through the Te-
va Loake-Tuclumne Meadows re-
n. Thiz approximoted the cld
ne Indion Trail, and was for
iy years the principal avenue to
'_t is now on importont and fo-
ad section of Yosemite National
k. It also served as the [orerun-
ol the present Tioga Road. Bun-
Il in his "Discovery of Yosemite”
tes that Lieutenant Moore
ppught inte prominent notice the
ptence of the Yosemile, and of
percls in paying gquantities upon
Eostern Slope.” In oddition he
g, "'To Lieutenont Moore belongs
| credit of being the [irst to at-
T uttentmn ol the scientilic and
, world, cond 'The Press' to the
pnders of Yosemite Valley "

it “Tourists™ te Yosemite Valley
futchings was particularly im-
ssed with the report of a "water-
| 1,000 feet high,” for as a literary
ih and publisher he could readily
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appreciate the possibilities embod-
ied in such a phenomencn, il prop-
erly described emd illustrated in the
page: of his prospective journal
Conseguently, notwithstanding  the
fact thet this fobulous waterfall ex-
imted in o remole mountoin region;
that it could be reached only by
mony doys of arducus trovel over
little-known, meager Indian traoils,
and thot even the prespect of an
Indian atiack could not be entfirely
ruled out, Hutchings and his three
companions arrived at Mariposa
late in June, 1835, in search of some-
one who could guide them 1o this
scenic bonanza,

Many men who had been mem-
bers of the lomed Mariposa Battal-
ion were residents of this locality ot
thiz time, but interest in and knowl-
edge of the route to Yozemite was
surprisingly  limited. Considerable
ditficulty wos experienced in obtain-
ing a guide, but finally twe Yosem-
ite Indions were secured at Hunt's
Store on the Fresne River, some dis-
tonce south of Mariposa, From this
point they approached the Volley
over an Indicn trail to the South
Fork of the Merced, and linally,
along a route appreximating thal of
the present Wawona Road to the
south rim. At times the troil was
scarcely visible, but alter four days
travel Hutchings ond his compan-
ions darrived near what is now
known as Inspiration Point, Here
they beheld the Vaolley for the first
fime.

Of this moment Hutchings, in his
book "In the Heart of the Sierras '
says:



[+ o
"The inapprehensible, the uninler-

pretable protound, wos al losl opened

up belore us ., Meither the languoge

of longue or pen, nor the moal per-

lect suocesses ol arl can approxi-
mately prezent thal picture”

Ayers immediately busied himsel|
with his pencil and sketch pad-—an
aclivity which continued unobated
during the live days spent in Yo
semite Valley, Thus were prepored

the lirst pictures of Yosemite

In their exploration of Yosemite
Valley, Huichings not enly wveritied
the existence of the phencmenal
waterfall, but deduced its height to
be from 1500 to 1800 feet. Later ac-
curate mecsurements show that Yo
semite Creek drops in three steps
over a cliff toigling 2425 feel in
height—the upper fall being 1,430
feet— the lower fall, 320 feet, and
the coscodes betwean 675 fonl
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Interest in Yosemite Prompted by
Hutchings' Visil

On their return to Mariposa, the
accounts of what they hod seen, e
gether with the sketches made b
Avears, excited considerable interes
and ot the reguest of L, A, Holme
then editor of the Mariposa Gaozett
Hutchings prepared a briel dige:
of the tnip for the poper. The article
published [uly 12, 1855, was widel
copied by leading papers of the day
and together with later articles b
Hutchings and the illustrations b
Ayers, quickly owakened the publi
to an igterest in this areg

Cn the strenglh of Hutchings' tri
several parties were organized |
cnd abeul Maripoea for the purpos:
ol further investigation. Early in Au
gusl, 1855, a party of 17 men fren
Moriposa, and a group of ten mes
from the nearby mining camp o
Sherleck’'s Creek, visited Yosemite
Still later in the summer of 1855, thei
inlerest aroused by Hutchings' spok
en and written accounts of the Ve
ley, Rev, W. A. Scott, of San Fran
cisce, togeiher with a party o
friends, also journeyed over thr
vague Indian trail to Yosemite, s

First Improved Trzil to Yosemile
Valley

The trails by which these hirst vis
itors reached Yosemite Valley werc
but lortuous Indicm poths  hordlv
conducive (o zafe and comioriable
passage wilh horses, even by the
standards of pioneer times. It wos
inevitable thot somecne would rec
ognize in the Valley the commelling
inlerest thot would be maonilest in
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the uninitiated, ond the opportunity
lor linancial remuneration if o more
satislactory trail, suitable lor horse-
back travel by the ordinary person,
could be oftered os an inducement
Milton ond Houston Mann, whao
thad been in the Sherlock's Creek
party o 1855, were the lirst to take
positive action olong this line. They
undertoak the construction of a tall
‘trail from Mariposa to Yosemite Val-
ey olmost immediately alter their
initial wisit, compleiing the projec
in August of the lollowing year
{1856). Existing Indian trails were
tilized cz much ds proctical, portic-
ularly as lar as the point now known
les Wowona on the South Fork of
ithe Merced, which they bridged. The
foll route started approximately 12
miles from Mariposa, from o peoint

from the old Indian reute, climbing
wleadily 1o the highlond betwsen this
point and Yosemite Valley by fol-

itlevation of over 7000 leet to the
drainage ol Bridalveil Creek where
it traversed o number of lush meo-
‘dows, gradually making a second
‘oecent over a series ol low ridges,
o the highest point en the route,
‘belore dropping to the south nm ol
he Valley at Old Inspiration Poinl,
From here o quick descenl to the
loor of the Valley near the boze ol
Bridalveil Fall was made. This route
s essenlially the same as the pres-
ent combination of the Alder Creek-
Pohono Trails.

Undoubtadly, the presence of the

meadows along this route with their
abundant stock-feed was the com-
pelling motive lor locating the tredl
in this momner. The old Indian
Trail which fellowed a lower eleva-
tiem through the timber did not oiter
this advantoge, which any horse-
man will recognize as an important
faetor. Several years laler two sheep
comps, known as Westlall’s and Os-
tronder's, were set up in the vicin-
ity of these meadows and the crude
shellers which were then available
served occosionolly as a hospice
tor those whe desired a respite from
the long ride. An interesting refer-
ence to this section of the route will
be found in "The Yosemite Book,"
{Geclogical Survey ol Cdlifornia,
1868), as= [cliows:

“Here two houses, Westlall's ond
Cetronder’s somatimes ecoupied dur-
ine the summer by herders of sheap,
ollen allorded a kind of shelter, poor,
bul belter than none, to persons over-
taken by night or toos much fatigued
1o go larther. Usually, however, this is
the |unch place, or hall-waoy house

as will be eaaily recognized

Iram the number ol empty fin cans

lving aboui”

The vagaries of human nature,
even ot that early time, were pro-
ductive of problems concerned with
good manners in the wilderness.

In 1857, shortly after the Irail was
opened, Golen Clark—whe was a
member of one of the parties thaot
visited Yosemite in 1855 and wheo
wos io become a prominent fligure
in  Yosemite history — estahlished
himself ot the meadow where the
trail crossed the South Fork, where
Wowona is now located. Here he
ministered to the overnight require-
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ments of many travelers on their
way to Yosemite. Still later, Charles
Peregoy, lor whom Peregoy Meod-
ows is noamed, established o “"pub-
lic house” midwoy along the trail
between Clark's and the Valley Il
wos operaled by Charles Peregoy
and his wile until 1875, when the
stage road constructed between Wao-
wore and the Valley diverted travel
from the trail.

and made available to the publ

without charge.

First Women Visit Yosemite
Valley

In passing it may be of interest |
note that the first white woman |
vizsit Yosemite Valley was Madan
Goutier of Mariposa, who made th

long journey on horseback in tho

summer of 1856, An account of th
irip was recorded in the Maripo
Democrat of August 5, 1856, Short

'.;_.-_'c:ite:'wc:rd, Mrs. John MNeil, also

Maoriposa, and Mra. Thompson

Sherlock's Creek visited the wvalle .

Still later Mr. James Denman, wl
was, in o 1856, Superintendent

Schools in San Francisco, conduct
a party to the Valley. Included

this group were a number of wome |

independent spirit and resourcel

B ness of these members of il

Wawona - midway point - Mariposa 7 rail

The total trail distance from Mari-
posa to Yosemite Valley was slight-
by less than 50 miles, and those who
were hirst attracted to Yosemite nec-
essarily made the entire distance in
the saddle.

Seven hundred dollars was ex-
pended by the Maonn brothers in
their enterprise bul, while their ef-
forts were successful in encouraging
early travel to this region, their proj-
ect proved to be somewhat ahead
ol its time from o proctical point of
view, and was not an outstanding
financial success, Some vears after
s construction the frail was pur
chosed by Mariposa County tor $200,

"weaker sex’ further stimulate
travel to this areq. Yel, from an o

# school teachers. Undoubtedly, the

count o the apparel of one lady

who made the trip in the early do
as neted in “"Terising in Americo
(1875} by Therese Yelverton, o
wonders how they ever maonoged

get astride o horse much less ric
the 30 miles to the Valley. This lad

cuoting from the book mentione

was attired in o costume consistin

ol

a yery dull palr o knicker-
bockers, over which was to go o
wide, shorl pstticoat or kilt reaching
lo the knes, and the jockst o basgue
lo correspondl It was of blue alpaca:
elaborately broided ond  Iringed  in
vellow, with o quantity of vellow but-
tons distribuled prolusely in marvel-
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nly awkward ploces. To weoar with
fhis, she had red siriped stockings and
highicws! Ehe inaisted, oo, on
Wearing o green veil tied tightly over
har foce o preserve her complexion,
wind onother (a bBlue one it chaneed 1o
bw) over her chignon, o prevant the
dunl from spoiling her preclous bird's
ut, and en lop of that she weore har
husband's wide-aowake; and on iop of
lhat, o lacge wet sponge to zave har
Mrom sunstrokel”

terville and Big Oak Flat Trails
With increcsing public interest in
swemite, the enterprising commu-
fles of Coulterville and Big Oak
il, on the north side of the Valley,
jeome aware of their strategic lo-
flion in relation to this scenic at-
fction, Accordingly, in 1856, L. H
Unnell, joined with George W.
lter and others of thet commu-
in the construction of the "Coul-
lle Free Trail” Thiz route did
benefit materially from any pre-
ously existing Indicn trail, as did
0 one pioneared by the Mann broth-
, for horses had apparently never
i taken into the Valley from the
orih side, and the foct troils that
lsled were unsuited o conversion
) horse travel. It started from Bull
pek, to which a wagon rcad hod
jeedy been construcied. The total
once from Coulterville to the Val-
was 48 miles, of which 17 miles
1 be traversed by road. From
Wl Creek 1t passzed through
woidow areas al Deer Flal, Hazel
reen, cnd Crome Flat, then to Tam-
._ k Flat—linally crossing Cas-
iies Creek to the point now known
4 Centry Irom which the descent
leng the north rim was made to

the Valley floor

A third, the Big Oak Flat Trail
had its origin at the town of that
namea, locoted six miles nerth af
Coulterville. It followed a route north
af the Coulterville Trail through Gar-
rote to Hardin's Ranch on the Scuth
Fork of the Tuclumne River, thence
to its junction with the Coulterville
Trail between Crane Flat and Tame-
rack Flat.

During the eary days of trail
travel to Yosemile the latler ap-
proach was not so generally used as
were the Maripose or Coulterville
trails, although the adventages of its
more direct route fram  Stockion
{which then served generally as o
cenler of distribution of travel to Yo-
semite] were pointed out in the early
cuide books.

Need for a Trail Up the Merced
Canyon Recognized

Ecch of the three routes described
bod an identical discdvaniage in
that they passed over high eleva-
tions through a portion of the dis-
tance which, due to lingering snow-
drifts in the spring and the peossibil-
ity of early lall snowstorms, pre-
vented their use except during a rel-
atively short seascen. A roule directly
up the Merced would hove maode
Yosemite Valley aceessible for a
much longer part of sach vear due
to its lewer elevation, but the ex-
pense necessary in the construction
of o trail through the norrow,
crocked conyon with ifs precipi-
tous sides and iempestucus stream
dizcouraged such a venture for some
time.
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Yetl thought of o lower Toute per-
sisled in spite ol thess apparent dis-
advantages. The Hite's Cove route,
which appedars to have been in use
in 1872, aond 1873, was al least a
partial answer to this need. No men-
tion ol this approoch to the Valley
is to be found in “The Yosemite
Guide Book" [Calilornia Geological
Survey) of [87], but the issue for
1874, states that it "was considerably
used of late years' Hite's Cove,
where was located the rich mine
discovered by John Hite in 18681, was
an the South Fork of the Merced
some distance above its junction
with the main Merced River. By 1874,
it was accessible by wogon rood
from Mariposa, 18 miles distant, to
which point visitors were transported
by stage. After an overnight stop at
Hite's Cove the Valley was reached
after a 20 mile journey on horseback,
up the Merced.

Another route having similar ad-
vantages wos made ovailable from
the north side of the Merced Canyen
by 1877, Befors this time wogon
roads had been completed to the
Valley from Coulterville (June 1874),
Big Oak Flat (July 1874), cnd Meri-
posa (July 1875), and much of the
hardship of a leng journey in the
saddle was unnecessary. Yel some
visitors, presumably because of per-
sonal preferences or the seasondal
condition of the roods, chonged
slages at Dudley’'s, an overnight
stopping place aleng the Coulter-
ville Route. From Dudley's they con-
tinued their journey to Jenkin's Hill,

over-looking the desp canyon of the
Merced Here, horses were mounted
lor a 30-mile ride to Yosemite Val-
ley, the trail first dropping into the
conyon of the Merced River, then as-
cending along that stream to its des-
tire; ion. This portion of the trip re-
quired on overnight stop 'at Hennes-
zey's located a short distonce below
the present community of El Portal

Tenava Lake named for Chief Tenava

The report of the Yosemite Valley
Commission for 1880 indicates that
belore the completion of roods int
the WValley, 12,000 people reach
this point via horseback. The first t
penetrate to this creg had to pic
their way carsfully aclong obscur
Indicn trails, comping out along th
way, Later years brought improv
facilities—petter trails ond comior
able overnight stopping points. |
evitably, the trails gradually g
way to the wagon roads os Y
semite’'s tame spread, ond increa
public demand made stoge trovel
the area o proctieal venture, A
when travel to Yosemite by trail sis
cumbed to travel by road, Yosem
entered a new era.

(Part 11 - “The Era of Hoads'' will appear in next month’s issue)
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