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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO YOSEMITE
By C. Frank Brockman, Par - Naturalist

Part Il — The Era of Wheels

During the initicl years of Yosem-
ite's lame I was not only diffieult to
reach the Valley from ony one of
ihe several "goleway' towns in the
nearby foothills but the achievement
of these preliminary destinations was
aisg o task with which to be reck-
oned. Until about 1870 Yosemite
travelers left San Francisco lor Stock-
fon via steamboatl at 4 pm., arriving
at the latter city early the [ollowing
morning. By 1871 the two cities were

| Enked by railroad so, lor those pre-
ferring it, a tour-hour train trip eould
te substituted lor the overmight jour-
rey oy boat. Nevertheless, until zev-
eral vears later, when the Central Pa-
ehic Railrood had exiended its San
Beaouin division to Merced and had
;n:-:'.-strun:ted the Oakdale and Cop-

ropolis bronches, Stockton served
I: the center of distribution for Yo-
semite travel, horse-drown  stages
ing boarded there for such towns
Mariposa, Coulterville and Big
b Flat, where the last lap of the
urney to Yosemite began. In re-
rd 1o the nature of travel in these
"The Yosemile Guide

nveyances

Book," (1869 and 1871), scunds an
cminous warning, as fallows:

“Those whe can afford it will do wall
to hire private conveyances al Stock-
ton, as the astoges are oflen over-
crowded and uncomforlable, the ar-
rangements on the route not having
been hitherte made with relerence 1o
the comfort of pledsure iravaelers.”

A more peinted relerence to the
inconveniences o! such a journey
will be found in "Terssina in Amer-
ice,” (1875), by Therese Yelverton.
Her impressions of her stoge journey
from Stockion to Mariposa are as

tollows:

“"The cooch is constructed to corry
four ingide, but nine are thrus! uncere-
moniously into i1 Three ore wedged
cn each aedt, and then o narrew plank
ia placed between the two doors—
which had to be tgken up when the
doors are opened —on which plank
three more . . . are sgueezed. . . This
state ol things you must endure for
lileen hours, with the thermometer at
ninaty, and omid clouds of fine dusl,
which insinuates itzell inte mouth,
noae and ears, and even under lhe
evalida, , . . If your neighbers are gen-
flemen, they enliven proceedings by
chewing, spitting copiously out of the
window, and—unless some lady pro-
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{esta-—amoking in o mos! cloud com
pelling atyle”
Such conditions were characteris-
tic af what early visitors could ex-
peci when they undertook o journay

o Yosemite.

With the passing of the years trav-
gl focilities noturally improved but
it was not until the development of
the automobile and improved mo-
tor highways to this region that there
was developed the degree ol com-
{orl expected by modern wvisitors,
Until 1917 the mojority of visitors
reached Yosemite National Park by

carrier, In thal year th
trend changed and the maojority o
rived in their own cars. Today ove
95 per cent of park visiters rea

Yosemite Mational Park by means |
private ocutomolkile

COMmImaon

First Boads te Yosemite Valley

Visitors who =zought the wond
of Tosemile via the long, carduc
journey in the saddle increased
such propertions by the late 60°s thi
the need for better transpertation @
cilities was readily apparent.

Enterprising citizens in the tow o
along the various routes, as well 1
residenia of the Valley itsell, wi
active in promoting this need so th
wagon roads were gradually
tended, thus substituting te a lar
exient travel on wheels tor travel
the saddle. In 1871 a wagon ool
had been extended 21 miles In
Big Cak Flat to Hardin's' Ranch, ¢
proximeotely 25 miles from the Vo
ley, and before the end of thal ve o
it hod been completed io the ed
of the Yosemite Grant (*} at Genh
Stage trovel wos also avalable
the Coulterville Rood io Bloack
about 32 miles from the Valley, aiil
in addition o rood hod keen oo
pleted from Mariposa to Clarl
(Wowono), about 25 miles south
the Valley by trail,

The years 1874 and 1875, ho
ever, wera among the most memo:
able nsclar oz transporiation
Yozemite was concerned for durin

* k&

(%) Care and adminlstration of Yozemita Valley and the Moripesa Grove ol Big Teo

were enfrugled fo

1hee Stede of Calilormia By the Federal Gevernment in 1864
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hat period the Coulterville, Big Oak
ot and Waweona roads were com-
Bleted. Later, continued extension of
fhe Central Pacific Railrood made
sossible  additional  terminals  for
jorse-drawn  stoges and by 1886
en different routes to Yosemite
yere bidding for the lourist. Those
foules which approcched the Valley
rom the south originoted ot Merced,
feymond ond Madera, all of which
onverged at Wawona (the former
o Mariposa), from which point they
ichieved their destination by means
il the Wawona Road. From the north
sitors boarded stages at either Mil-
or Oakdale for travel over one
| two routes which converged at
hinese Camp and followed the Big
Dk Flat Road to the Valley: or
ose the Coulterville route, which
sriginated at the town ol the same
ame, and which was reached by
age from the railrood of either
lerced or Maodesto,

The Coulterville Road
' Plans for a stage road to Yogsemite
: ley took delinite lorm in 1867
then the Yosemite Turnpike Road
., projectors of the Big Oak Flat
ute, were given permission to un-
riake their project by the Park
mmissioners, Although it was the
ginal plon to complete this road
¢ July 1871 it was still several miles
ort of its goal in 1872, largerly due
lack of funds, Consequently in
t veor the efferts of Dr. John T
ean and his associates, who in
had orgemized the Coulterville
Yosemite Turnpike Read Co,

ware rewarded since they gave as-
surance of early completion of their
plan. The original intention was to
bring the Coulterville Road through
Crane Flat but during the initial sur-
vey of the route the Merced Grove
of Big Trees was locoted ond, be-
cause ol the abvious appeal of these
gredat (rees to prospective visitors,
the route was altered so that it
would pass through that crea. A
short spur road was also constructed
from Hazel Green to Crane Flat,
jolning the Big Oak Flat Rood ot
that point, On June 17, 1874, the first
horse-drown stages entered Yosem-
ite Valley via the Coulterville Road.
Thus to Dr. McClean and his assc-
ciates goes the honor of pioneering
the "era of wheels” in Yosemite his-
lory

The criginal cost of this road from
Bower Cave to Yosemite Valley was
$71.000.00.The four-mile section with-
in the Yosemite Granl was pur-
chased by the Stale in 1886 lor
$10,000.00. It originally boosted a
width of from eight to twenty feet,
turnouts being provided at norrow
sections so that teams could pass,
Being a toll rood the rates which
varied little lrom year to year were
as tollows:

For passenger tecims, per persen 5100

Fer horse and rider.. ... 100,
For ireight teamsz. looded, iy
per animal : |00
For lreight teams. emply,

per animeal PRpe—— S0
For pack onimals, each: way. .. o
For onlmals, loose, each way.—. 37
For sheep and hogs, each.......—. 10

For bicycle and rider, ench..,.... .50
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Through 1899 1oll collections
amounted to $33.932.71, or about
$2000.00 annually. It was normally
open from April to November, slightly
longer than itz principal competing
route, since it utilized the woarmer
southern exposures of the mountains
in reaching its objective,

The Big Oak Flat Hoad

With the activity on the Couler-
ville route those connected with the
original plans for the Big Odak Flat
Boad were spurred to activity. As
this rood had previously been ex-
tended to Gentry at the boundary
of the Yosemite Grant, permission 1o
complete the project was requested
of the Park Commissicners. Although
denied by that body, who [elt that
but one road was needed from the
north side and that the Coulterville
Rood satisfied thal requirement, this
decizsion was reversed by the Stoie
Legislature and the difficult three-
mile section {rom Gentry to the Val-
ley [loor was 'r:::::rmpléted on July 17,
1874. Being entirely within the Yo-
semite Gromt, this portion of the read
wes purchased by the State in 1886,

The original cost of the Big Oak
‘Flat Road from its point of origin to
‘Gentry was $4500000. It was ap-
proximately 13 feet wide and had
maximum grades of 16 per cent
Normally cpen to travel from May
15 to November | some idea ol the
travel over this rouie can be ob-
tained from the foct that 8500 people
reached Yosemite Valley during the
period of 1895-1899 by means of this
road. Toll collections, up to 1839,
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averaged approximately H1800.00
annually and were at the lollowing
rates—31.00 for each person each
way: lor one two-horse team, $3.1)
each way,; for each additional oo
mel, 50e; for ecch footman, S0c each
way: loose coitle and horses, 1lle
per head, sheep and hags, 5S¢ por
head. !

Thus two competing roules wern
available from the north-side of th«
Valley, a fact that mdterially affect
the revenue of both. Considerallo
litigetion resulted but the claims
the Coulterville company were di;
allowed and the two rogds canli
wed in operation

The Wawona Road
Road metivity on the north spurred
similar interests in a route from the
south. In 1874 a group of men unitod

‘with Washburn, Chapman and

Maoore, who were operating W
wona at the lime, in the formation
of a company to build and opercio
a toll road from Wawona to the Vol
ley. This organization was lat
(1877) incorporated as the Yosemio
Stage and Turnpike Company. Con
struction began on  December

1874. The initiation. ol the work cn
this date indicates the interest mon
ilesl in the completion of this rouln
—a1 lact that was lurther complical
ed by the unusual severity of the
winter of that year. Starting at Ald:
Creek the construction crew origi
ally composed of 50 men ond lat
increased to 300, was divided inio
two groups, the second going to th:
Valley 1o undertake construction o
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B opposite direction. By April 18 of
he [ollowing the
d was complete with the excep-
n ol about 300 yards in the vicin-
of Inspiration Point and until the
B was closed stages from Wa-
no arriving ot that point would
dismaontled, carried over the un-
ighed section by hand, and re-
mbled. Possengers negotialed
gshart distance on loot. Appar-
tly the unu=sual nature of this out-
ighed ifs inconvenience lor it was
imed that many visitors selected
l& route becouse of this novelty.
wever, on July 22, 1875, amid
ch celebration, the Wawona Road
¢is completed and the first wheeled
hicles began to arrive without the
essity of being dismantled al In-
jration Point. The Wowona Reoad
originally 16 leet wide. Con-
ction of the section from Wawo-

Y ear Waowaona

na to the Yalley required an expen-
diture ef $35000.00. The cost of the
total svstermn, including sections from
Baymond to Wawona, the route to
the Maoriposa Grove, ond the unif
from Chingquapin 1o Glacier Point
(completed in 1BBZ) was §76,750.00.
As a rule it was open 1o travel rom
March 1o December. From 1883 to
1859 gver 10,000 people entered Yo-
gsemite Valley over this rood. The
seven-mile section within the orig-
incl Yosemile Grant was purchased
by the Steate in 1886, In 1817 the toll
system from Wowena to the South
rim of the Valley, including the Gla-
cier Point read, was turned over to
the Federal Government and tolls
were obolished.

Adventures of Stage Travel
With the development of more
modern and comlortable means of
travel which we enjoy today, much

Celebration of Completion of the Wawona Road, July 22, 1875.
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ol the romance and adventure char
acteristic of the early days has keen
eliminated. [n Hutchinos “In the
Heart of the Sierras” {(18868) we catch
a few glimpsss ol those times, as
fellows:

bl . aa everyone knows the meost
all places on o stage
coach ia thot known s the ‘box seat’
This is with the eocachman; for, il he
i intelligent, and In o good humsr, he
con tall you of dll the sights by the

desirable of

way; with the personal history of
nearly evary man ond woman you
meet; the gqualities and ‘'points’ of

avary horse on the road; with all the
adventures, jokes, ond other good
things that he hos eseen and heard
during his thousond and one firips,
under all kinds ol circumstonces, ond
in ol sorts of weather. In sheri he iz
a living road encyclopedia, to be read
and studied at intervals by the occu-
pant of the ‘box seat.”
One may well imagine these sages
ol the dashboard spinning, tall, but
nevertheless inleresling yarns, such

oz the one about the precocious dog
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at Priest's, a lunch stop on the

Oak Flat Road. This

unusual

mal, so it was claimed, would oo

tully size up the number in the @

upon the arrival af each stage, 1lioen

tesh off o the chicken yard b

viliich he would return at intervodls

veith e plump fewl in his mouth

the required number of hens wo

available for the provision of a bo
tecus repast, Or perhaps the stos

would ‘be of o maore lactual varne
such as o description af the met!
ol tronsporting stages or wag o

over the snow, ot which time

horses would often be equipped + |
“snowshoes" of ash planks, 13 inclios

leng and 11 inches wide, faster

to their hools by wide bands of i 0
have been mony

Yes, there must
compensations lor the dust and o
inconveniences of travel by st
coach in the early days!

On one or two ocecasions the

o Yosemile via stage wos enliver

The Old Village, center of activities, in the 80's

(i
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holdup. As late as July 6, 1908,
such episode occurred at the

@l the old Chowchilla grade on

Raymend-Wawena tun, An oe-

count of this, originally printed in
|. B Faoley's "Yosemite Tourist” of
Juby 10, 1906, will be tound in Rus-
sell'=s 100 Years in Yosemite,”

{Continued in next month’s issue. )

AN EMBLEM OF VICTORY
By John H. Wegner. Assistant Chief Ranger

I8 chservation concerns a lesson
Il delense administered “the
way'' by a lull grown covole
young, frightened, vet courage-
| deer—a -iawn of the previous
ler, Although it has been o little
i year since it eccurred, the
| was sulliciently unusual, and
rasult of the final ecutcome =0
ing cind interesting, that the
e remeains clear in mind.
Wweotkened early one winter morn-
by a sudden commeotion just out-
my bedroom window, | wit-
d what at first glonce appeared
io be the linal chapter of this
young deer's’ emstence. In an
1 ellort to escape through flight,
i either fallen or had been
Wwn to the ground ond, bleating
y, was pawing the air with
¢ haots in a frenzied, last-ditch
Surprisingly, its efforts were
ded for suddenly it regained
t and in desperation parried
allack of its pursuer by rising
its hind legs ond striking oul
the shorp hoofs of its fore fest
coyole was undoubtedly dis-
at this sudden turn ol avenis
nonplused by the unexpected

display of courage on the part of its
mtended vietim.

In the ensuing actions of both, o
battle of wits seemed to be in prog-
ress with ecach planning its own best
method ol attack and delense, The
coyole demonstrated ils cunning by
endecvoring 1o hide itsell behind
cdicgcent bushes in the apparent
hope that the intended prey would
turn and again run. Then, by ham-
stringing its victim from o rear at-
tack, it could cut it dewn with much

leas likelihood of having to take o
severe beating in the process
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By itz alert watchfulness of every
move of its hungry snemy, the deer
seemed to realize thot headlong
ilight was of little avail and elected
to stand itz ground. [i continued fo
bleat excitedly lor aid, glancing
about occasionally in an eftfort to
determine whether these vain cries
for help were to be rewarded Cn
ecach of these ococasions when the
attention of the deer wos momen-
tarily diverted, the coyote charged
in, only to be met and diverted by
another barrage of ilailing hools.
Thus, the coyete could neither close
with its leas experienced foe nor put
it to flight, Five or six times these
rushes were beaten off by the deer,
with diminishing pleas for reinforce
ments depicting o growing self-con-
fidence, and, as if in ocknowledg-
ment of a superior courage, the coy-
ote linally left the field

But then the most amusing feature
of the encounter took place. As the
distance between the coyote and the
deer increased, the seli-respect of the
loitter mounted as indicoted by the

glevation of its tail. At first, standing
in lear of another charge which
might conceivably be the end, the
tail of the deer drooped despoiringly
at the prospect. Then, with each siep
ol the retreating coyote, the tip of
the young deer's tail increcsed in
elovation until, with the coyote's’ in-
clination to retreat, il stood erect and
proud-—literally o banner of victory,

When lost seen some fiteen min-
utes later, the entire situction was
in complete reverse with the coyote
being the pursued, this with appar- |
ent recklessness and thorough con-
temmt lor o creeturs that would not
stop and light.

Older deer make polent use of the
sharp hools on their fore feet and
hove often besn ohserved success
tully combetting attacks by o coyote

in o like monner, But on this ocoas

sion the deer was a veritable young

ster, and it was evident from it
bearing, as the coyote retreated, th

it was aware of the fact that it hea

liguratively won ils spurs
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