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BIRD RECORDS OF THE 1943 SEASON
By Assistant Park Naturalist R, K. Grater

Throughout the year bird records
of more thon passing interest and
importance are constantly being oec-
cumulated. The following observa-
tions, obtained during the summer
=f 1943, throw new light upon the
stotiis of some of our bird species.

On April 25, o WESTERN MARSH
WHEN (Telmatodytes palustris ple-
szl waos observed in o swompy
‘orea near El Capitan. This bird has
mormally been considered an un-
mmon post-nesting migrant
$rough Yosemite Valley with rec
erds from August to October, [ts
esence in the Valley during the
e spring, plus the fact that an im-
ture was collected in the Valley
ring October, 1914, suggests the
ibility that this species moy be
ting in fovorable localities in the
er reaches of the park.

On May 16, a Cassin's Vireo nest
found in the Museum Wildflow-
Garden, In the nest was an egg
the DWARF COWEIRD (Molothrus
r obscurus). In 1934 the cowhbird
ie its first recorded cppearance
Yosemite, and in Moy of that year
of itz eqggs was discovered in o
in's Vireo nest. Again in June,

1940, a Cassin's Vireo was observed
feeding a young cowbird ot Mirror
Lake. Mo other records have been
obtoined from this region showing
any other bird spscies other thon
the Vireo acting as a loster-parent
to the cowbird, although others un-
doubtedly occur.

On June 5, a DUCK HAWK (Falco
peregrinus anatum) was cbserved
below Yosemite Point. This is such
an unusually rare hawk in the park
that its presencs iz worthy ol note.
The record is alse of importance in
that this species was known to nest
near Yosemite Point in 1939, and
this may indicate that the same area
iz being used as a nesting site again
thiz year.

On June 16, o TURKEY VULTURE
(Cathartes aurg septentnionalis) was
seen near the Scuth Entrance Han-
ger Siation. Since 1919 there has
been only eight recorded instoances
of this bird cccurring within the
park, ond these observations range
from May to October. However, in
Tuly, 1933, two were obsarved ot the
Mariposa Grove and on May 6, 1942,
eleven were seen ot the Scuth En-
tranee. With summer records from
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this one sector ranging from May (o
July, it is highly possible that these
birds nest somewhere in ‘hat part of
the park or in the immedicte region.
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Turkey Voliure

The year [94] sow the first record
of the WOOD DUCK (Aix sponsa)
nesting in Yosemite. Again *his year
the Wood Duck visited Yosemite Val-
ley omd is known to have hotched
five young in the Leidig Meadow re-
gion. When ohserved on [une 30 the
young ducks were strong, sturdy
and extremely capable in the art of
disoppedaring into the salety of the
marshes.

For several vyeors the BLACK
SWIFT (Mephoecetes niger borealis)
has been the ohiject of much study
in the park, Some seqasons it ogours
in sufficient numbers to be noted
with more or less regularity; othe:
seasons it is almost entirely lacking.
The nesting sites of these birds in
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the region are still not well know

This summer these birds hove o
peared over the Yosemite Valley 1

gion in large numbers, Nor was |
agbundance {ransitory, bul w

maintained all through Moy, Ju

cnd July, On July 15 they were
served in

seen {o disoppear in the crevices
the rock on the cliffs of Liberty C
This suggests that probably b
areas were being used s nest

sites, and that young were likely |

ing fed
On July 22, a large howk was

served to drop the remains of o po

tially eaten bird near Rocky Fr
in Yosemite Valley. An examino
ol the dead bird showed it to W
second  year
(Torus  ealifarnicus), makinog i

seventh record of this gqull from
semite Valley cand the firs
1940, The howk, insofar as could

Sl

determinad, was o WESTERN GO0

HAWE {Astur atricapillus striatul

NEW BIRD RECORD FOR
YOSEMITE

In going over the bird study s

collection in the Yeosemite Muse:
it was discovered that a Hutchi
CGioose {Branta conadensis hutchir
collected in Yosemite Valley

abundance cround (e
Nevada Falls crea and several worn

CALIFORNIA G

Lowell Adams on February 27, 19
has net previously been reported o
Nature Notes, This record constitu

the tirst ol its kind for this species
the park—H. K. Grater,
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CHIET RANGER TOWNSLEY DIES
By Frank A. Kittredge, Superintendent

It iz with regret that we inform our
ders af the sudden death of Chief
ftrger Forestl Sanford Townsley,
pular old-timer and head of the
osemite ranger force lor the past
yvears, Death resulied from o heart
lesck on August 11, while on a pack
p with ifriends at the lake locolly
frmed in his honor near Vogelsang

Chief Townsley was born at Gree-
Cernler, Nebraska, on August 24,
B2 He moved to Oklohomea with
picneer parents at the age of
and rode a horse in the great
e rush at the cpening of the Cher-
pe Sirip, where his lather served
Deputy U. 3. Marshal

Townsley started his national park
carser in June, 1904, in what was
leater known as Platt Naticnal Park,
serving lirst oz patrolman ond later
as park ranger. He came to Yosemite
as park ronger in 1913 and was pro-
moied to Chief Ranger of Yosemite
Mational Park in 1916 following es-
taklishment of the National Park
Service,. His skill aos o toxidermist
brought special recognition from
Stephen T. Mather, first Director of
the National Parks, ond his bird and
mammal specimens were the nucleus
of an exhibit which was the be-
rminning of the [irst Wational Park
Museum. These were originally pre-
rored ond displayed by Mr. Towns-
loy in the old romger office in the
T Villoge in 1915 Later, in 1920,
ey were moved to the old Jorgen-
con Studio, which served as the park
ruscum until the copening of the
present modern museum in Govern-
ment Center in 1926 A number of
those sludy skins ore still in splendid
condition ond are preserved in the
scientific study collections of the Yo-
somite Museum,

Az Chiel Ronger of Yosemite Na-
tional Park, Mr. Townsley has wel-
comed visitors {rom all pariz of the
world and from all stations in lije
The crowned heads of Europe as
well ms the mest humble have re-
sponded to his ingratioting smile,
and shared with him his love of the
wilderness.
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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO YOSEMITE
By C. Frank Brockman. Park Naturalist

Part [ — The Era of Wheels

(Continued from last month's issue, )

Completion of the All-Year Highway

The tast growing popularity of the
automebile cs a means of transpor-
tation was paralleled by a consid-
ercble amount of road improvement
in the park, resulling first in the re-
vamping of the early stage roods so
that they could be utilized by auto-
mobiles, Many wvisitors of the pres-
ent day will recall the system of
highway controls by which automo-
bile trovel was regulated for sev-
eral years on the narrow, torturous
sections between the rim and the
valley [locr. Increase in automekile
travel also revived interest in a rood
up the Merced Canyon. As early as
1913 such a highway was advocated
and a survey completed which indi-
cated its practicability. By 192] the
initial portion of this route between
Merced and Mariposa was com-
pleted, from which town it was ex-
tended to Briceburg in 1823, Means
of surmounting the great difficulties
and terrilic expense presented by
the Merced Canyon had been under
consideration for some time so by
fall of that yeor o plan hod been
warked out whereby convict lahor

from San Quentin and Folsom pos
ons could be used to complete i
section of the highway. The plan
was o success both from o gocic)
ical as well as engineering pain ol
view and on July 31, 1926, amid © n
siderable festivity the now fam s
"All-Year Highway” was formolly
opened to the public. This event will
probably remain the high poini
Yosemite transporiation history o
some time, although the cpeninc ol
the Wawona Tunnel in 1933 marlod
the completion of the present /o
wona Hoad, and 1941 witnessed Lo
completion of the first section of he
new Big Oak Flat highway betwion
the Valley and Crane Flat,

The Tioga Read

Until 1883 the Tuolumne Mead: vy
regicn ol Yosemite National Fork
today frequented by mony visitor
was accessible only by troil The
present Tioga Boad over the pua
of the same naome, which exteids
through the heart of Yosemite i
tional Park to Mono Lake to the coul
ol the crest of the Sierra is the oul
cirowth  of the mining excifem i
which centered in the area aloog
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| Blerra crest in the 70's and 80's.
g time one of the most active
porations in this section was the
bt Sierra Consolidated  Silver
ing: Company, whose claims
o located just east of the present
lern boundary ol Yosemite Neo-
el Park. A trail hod been con-
ucted from the west to this looo-
i in 1857 over which most of their
ssary  supplies ond  moterials
s transporied. In the winter of
2 over 16,000 pounds of machin-
|, Including an engine, compres-
and hboiler, were laboriously
aked'” over the rugged terrain on
ssleds from the east. This labor-
osk together with plons for in-
aeed activity no doubt prompted
niial construction of the Tioga
el by the company mentioned. 1t
ginaled at Crockers, a point on
Big Oak Flat Road, and extended
Wward for over 56 miles, passing
gh Carl Inn, Aspen Valley, and
te Woll: skirting Tenaya Lake
| crosaing Tuolumne Meadows, to
nettville or Tioga just sast of the
of the same name. Construc-
tcross the areo, then public do-
in, was undertaken in 1882 and
ipleled on December 27, 1883, at
st of $64,000.00. Although eon-
ieled primarily to transport ma-

terials and supplies, it =oon came
into use by the general public and
the corporation applied for a fran-
chize permitting the collection of
tolls, o privilege that wos granted
by the commissioners of both Mari-
posa and Tuclumne Counties through
which the rood passed, The high
hopes for this mining development,
however, were short lived as work
ceased in 1885, Collection of tolls
was discontinued and the rood fell
into dis-repair, [t remoined in that
state, ownad by private individuals
but lying within a naticnal park (*)
until 1915 when it was purchased
by Stephen T. Mather (**) and a
group of associotes who, In turn,
presented il to the Federol Govern-
merl. The road was immedicately re-
opened and made passable and,
since the State had previously con-
structed a road up Leevining Can-
yvon from Mono Lake, passage was
thus provided across the Sierra
through Yosemite National Park
The road was hardly suited to
medern motor travel, however, and
in 1931 the MNational Park Service
undertook its re-location and re-con-
struction, The seclion from Ticga
Pass westward through Tuoclumne
Meadows to Cathedral Creek was
completed in 1937 while theat portion

) Yozemite Mational Park, embodying an area ol “reserved forest lands” surrcunding
imite Valley was estoblished by Ceongress on October 1, 1890. The Yosemite Valley
| the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, originally enirusted o the State by the Federal
nment in 1364, waos incerporaled inte the area In 1906,

*) Then Assistant to the Secreiary of the Interior. In 1917 he wos appointed Director
¢ Notional Pork Service, established in the previous year.
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Irom Crane Flat to McSwain Meo-
dows [near White Woll) was com-
pleted in 1941, Thus visitors travel-
ing this highway must still traverse
about 20 miles of the old Tiogo Road
which, although modernized, still re-
tains o semblance of its former rug-
ged character,

First Airplane to Land in Yosemite
Valley

In variance with present-day modes
ol travel is the pioneer trip by air
to this region. On the morning of

May 27, 1919, Lieut. Krull of the U
Army, alter a previous inspection ol
the Valley in which he possed upon
the procticability of the flight, hove
into siaght over Sentinel Bock at
elevation of 7000 feet. Followir:
reries of descending turns to
feel he swept down the valley {1
the vicinity of Washington Colu
to lond in Leidig Meadow. Wity
a few vears one or two planes
peated  this performance but 110
mode of transportation is not
proved by the National Park Servi o

BRIEFED TRAVEL STATISTICS — YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
(Based on travel year period, Cclober | to September 30)

Year Visitors
ABS5-1864 653
VBB 147
1865 369
FABE iiiopvmsmnemaime s enpans 438
R e 502
VBB s, 623
P8BS (F) o 1,122
VB70 . 1,735
1871 .. 2,137
1872 2,354
TR sty 2,530
LB s 2,711
VATE ooy e 2423
D e R e i 1.917
1BTT e 1,392
1878 ... 1,183
1879 o, 1,385

(1) Owverland Railrood completed.

Year Wigitor
T3 e nmensisa e Z,
I T R E R e 2.
L e R ey 2,
5 Vet A - -
188 2.5

}886:190] (no records avatlable)

1902 . B,
1903 ... 8./
2 11 E 2500
LS. s g,

VOB {2k s iz AN
1211 e NS vt s SR 8 £ L
TA0B e . L
1909 SR .- 9
1910 i 13,

15 11 (RPN S 12,57

{2} San Francisco earthquake and fire; Yosemite Valley receded to Fede: |
Government and incorporaied inte Yosemite Mational Park
13) Yosemite Valley Railroad opened to travel,
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| [}, 554
(4} i 12,255
15,154
31,546
33,396
34,510

91,513
100,506
130,046
146,070
............................................ 209,186
I 274,209
[ A R AR [

lermerly included in totals,
World War Il emergency.

2 11 - (A ———— e 460,619
B2 PSSP 451,257
1] R N o e e 458,588
e e e e e 461,855
VHa% i 498,289
1933 7)o e 296,088
R . 308,431
LE3S e 372,317
[ | ——— .o 431,192
1 Ll Lo s S LT
LA3E rsansa i 4435388
O s B | 111
PO s haisaias 506,781
194) .. 994 062
LAAZ (Bt 332,550

Automobiles first permitted to enter the park (over Coullerville Road—
August 23, 1913); administration of park by U. 5. Army ends

Wowona and Big Oak Flatl roads first opened to automaobiles,
Increase due to availability of All-Year Highway, opened in 1926,
Waowona area added to park; decrease in travel due to elimination from
travel records of all intrapark travel and travel to Mariposa Grove,

mﬂﬁﬂ EGHET—A NEW BIRD RECORD FOR YOSEMITE VALLEY
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

Although the summer season of
3 was charocterized by several
bird records, among the most
resting was the first report of the
rican Egret (Casmerodius albus
retta) for Yosemite Valley.

ring early August several park
ltors reported the presence of "a
e white bird" along the Merced
ver. However, descriptions by the
eral people whe made these ob-
tions did not tally in several
rtant respects and we were un’

able to include it in our records,
since its true identity could not be
delinitely established, Whenever op-
portunity offered we watched the
shores of the Merced River but it
was not until the morning of August
16th that cur elforts were rewarded.
At that time Park Ranger Buck
Evans, driving along the road which
parallels the stream between the
Sentinel Bridge and Comp 16, noted
the bird along the river bank and
immediately called the museum
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FPark Photogropher Ralph Anderson
and the writer hurried to the area
as directed and within o few min-
utes not only established the iden-
tity of the bird but also secured
some kodachrome slides and motion
pictures as well,

The Great Blue Heron
A resident bird closely related to
the American Egret.

The egret proved to be an apt
subject for ocur comeras lt= pure
snowy white roiment contrasted
shorply with the dark water of the
river and the deep green iclinge
alang the bank of the stream. En-
grossed in its own activities of lood
gathering, the bird paid us little heed
and we were able to make g close
approach. [t stood almost motienless
for long perieds in the shallow pools
aleng the river's edge, as if sconned
the waters for some unsuspecting
irog, occasionally stepping coutious-
Iy about upon ‘itz stilt-like legs. Mow
and then its long neck would dart
ocut suddenly ond an unwoary om-
phibian held fost in the long vellow
beak would be lifted struggling from
its hiding place.

The beauty of the bird, together

with ite highly interesting food gath-
ering activities, guickly aitracted the
attention of many park visitors whe
lined the edge of the rood overlogk-
ing the river. The interest was so
great that there was little disturb-
ance of the bird's activities =zo0 all
had ample opportunity to enjoy the
unusual spectacle. Finally the object
of our attention decided io transter
its attention elsewhers. It rose sud-
denly from river's edge and flew
with long flapping strokes of its greca:
white wings out of sight about the
kend of the rmver,

American Egrets are often seen in
the swamps and marshes along the
San Joaguin but this is the first an-
thenticated record of its presence in
Yosemite Valley,

PACIFIC FISHER'
By Gecrgie Ware

Mear mid-day of June 23, 1943
while standing near the creek in the
Bridalveil Creek Campground along
the Glacier Paint Road, mv attention
was aitracted to the oppesile bank
where an animal, new 1o my expe-
riencs, tod poused in the apen for
esl pear the unoccupied ranqer
cabin. Alter brielly surveying its sur-
roundings, the animal continued leis|
surely on its way up the creek|
Later, consulting Grinnell and Stor
er's "Animal Life in the Yosemite, " [
found that my cbservetions of thal
animal tallied with their description|
of the Pacific Fisher (Martes per.*]
nantl pacitica)
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