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THUMENAIL SKETCHES OF YOSEMITE ARTISTS
By Elizabeth H. Godirey

Introduction

"Painting is a music and a melody which the intellect only
con appreciate, and that with difficulty,”—Michael Angelo,

Whether in the glory of spring's awakening, the dryness of August sun,
the golden spell of late October days, or the fairyland aspect of o perfect
winter's day, Yosemite MNational Park has some charm for even those
mortals who dre least appreciative of its vast mountain splendeor. But for
thoge true worshippers of scenic grandeur who climb to mountain tops for
a rendezvous with luminous clouds and sky above, and « panoramea of
boundless, breathtaking view below, it is an approach to a visioned Para-
dise. There glone, they may leel and commune with the spirit of the infinite
as expressed ond revealed in noture,

Cthers hove experienced o similar uplift of soul when raising their eyes
o woterfalls cascading ond booming in rockets, or unfolding like misty
veils over massive granite walls, or, when beholding o regal haze of deep
purple, blue, mauve, or rosy alpenglow on domes and clifs and spires.
For some the distant snow-copped mountoin peoks have besn o personi-
fication of utier Purity, and maszsive El Capitan and Hall Dome in meenlight
have commanded awe and reverence in the heart of man whe, when gazing
in their agelsss [orms, comprehends his own meager and transitory
axistence.

Such spiritual and psychic exaltation experienced through an intimate
cssociation with the bequty of the out-ol-doors is common to mony, bud
the ability to capture that leeling or emoction on canvas by reproduction
of the scene heheld belongs only to an arfist:

In the "thumbnail sketches" in this and succeeding 1ssues of Yosemite
Noture Notes no attermnpt will be made to criticize or praise the technique of
the various Yosemite artisis. Neither will it be possible to include all artists
who have painted the Yosemite scenery, since moeny have doubtless come
and gone without leaving record ol their visits. The brief, biographical
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sketches to be presented are merely lo serve as o guide lor those interest d
persons who may wish to delve deeper into the work and lives of the arli-
who have attempted to reproduce and interprel the beauty of Yosemile

Mational Park on their canvases

THOMAS A. AYERS
(First Yosemite Artist)

On August 8, 1849, there arrived in
San Francisco aboard the "Panoma”
a group of early gold seekers,
among whom wos o young artist by
the name of Thomos A Ayers—a
notive of New |ersey,

Western libraries contain no his-
tory of Avers' early life, but many
of his drawings of Calilornia scenery
bear record today of his tours to
gold rush lowns cnd mining coun-
try. They tell us also that he was a
man of courage and determination,
whe did not hesitate to suffer the
hardships and physical discomiorts
docompanying early-day modes ol
transportation in order io find "gold-
en nuggets” of scenic beauty, ond
tc reproduce them on paper with
his croyons. This characteristic mery
well have heen a contributing toctor
in rewarding him with the enviable
place of “first” artist in the great
“valley” of fame--Yosemite.

It takes no stretch of imogination
to visualize Ayers in San Francisco
in the spring of 1855, being inter-
viewed by [ M. Hutchings, on ar-
dent nature lover and odventurer,
and full of enthusiasm in contemplart-
ing the publication of hisz California
Maonthly Magaozine. Hutchings asked
Avers to cccompany him and two
others intoe Yosemite Valley—which

wos entered’ only four years ¢
viously by the Mariposa Battali o
in seeking oul the native Indico
Hutchings explained the rumor
vnusual scenery — ol a waterl
1000 teet high, six times higher thon
Miggara, and what a sensation
article it would make in his new
magazing, especiclly if illustrated |
some of Avers sketches.

Briefly, Avers agreed 1o ocoo
pany Hutchings into the wilderne:
in search of this vaguely reporte |
weaterfall As has been recounted o
mamny occdsions, the party arrive |
ct the south rim of the valley in Jun
1855, after an orducus three-da
journey via approximately the sam
route of the Maoriposa Batialio
There they got o first overwhelmin
view ol the valley with its magnil
cent cliffs, spires, and waterfall. Th
scenery far eclipsed their wildes
imagination, and Ayers and Huteh
ings were as eager to tell the work
ol this practically unknown scenu
lreasure as were the gold secker
to proclaim their discoveries of gols
in the foothills around Mariposa,

Records indicate that Avyers de
cided then and there to make hi
skelch of the drowing {now exhibit
e2d in the History Boom of the Yo
samite Museum) entitled, & Gen
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| View ol the Great Yosemits
alley,” In the foreground we note
at might well have been the
npsite ol their party _
The first sketch finished, the men
Bent on down to the valley floor

to hewve a close-up view ol beouti-
[ul Bridolveil Fall, Huichings gives
Ayvers ond himsell credit for the
nerme Bridalveil,” but other author-
itiee dispute him on this point,

The following morning they viewed

Pk

L
o
:

;

Ayres' first sketch: - A General View of the [reat Yosemite Valley,
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with equal delight unsurpassed Yo
semite Falls—not a mere drop of
1.000 leet, but two falls of magnili-
cent splendor with an intervening
cascades, having a total drop ol
2,452 feet, and embellished by a
massive, granite wall over which
they plunged n a mad passion of
springtime release personifying
Power, Beauty, Forcel Booming with
rockets, the falls resounded their
deep, ceaseless, mighty tones, akin
to thunder.

With sketches ol Bridalveil, Yo-
semite Falls, and the panoramic
view as seen from Inspiration Point,
the party continued on up as lar as
Mirror Lake, which Hutchings also
claims was so named by this group.

Avers mode o number of other
skeiches including "The Domes of
Yosemite," alss exhibited in the Yo-
semite Museurn History Room, “the
domes" being Half Dome, Basket
Dome, Morth Dome, ond the Royal
Arches,

"We zpent five glorious days"”
atates Hutchings: in his book; In the
Heart of the Sierra,” in luxurious scenle
banqueling . We left reluctantly
evan when our zkelch and note books
were full to repletion with elevating
fregaures.”

In g later passoge of the some
bock, Hutchings gives this interest-
ing statement, proving that he ac-
complished the purpose of his trip
inte the Yosemite:

"In October, 1883, wos published o
lithograph  view of Yosemite Falle
{then callad Yo-Ham-i-te) the
sketch taken by Thomas Avers, in the
precading June, and which waos the

from

fiesl pictorial representation ol any

goene in the greal valley ever gives

iz the public”

In 1856, Avyers cgoin visited Y
semile Valley with another gron
one of whom was Dr. L. H. Bunpoll
lever to be remembered as |
member of the “discovery porl,
who suggested naming lhe wvall
"Yosemite.”) On this trip Ay
made other pencil drowings whi |
included [llilouette, Vemal, and |+
vada Falls, In his book Discovery
Yosemite, Dr. Bunnell says of Aye
"Hiz ingenuity and adaptability
circurastances, with his uniform kic |
nezs and good nature, made him 1 o
very soul of the party.”

The drawings made on his seco:
trip 1nto the walley were exhibit |
in 1B57, at the Art Union in New
York, and some of them evenluaoll,
went to England. Avyers' work w
broughi o the attention of Horpo
cnd Bros,, who engaged him to illu
trate o series of articles on Southe:
Caolifornia. It was in connection wii
the completion of this commizsio
that he set sail in stormy weath
from Som Fedro, California, lor Soi
Buenaveniurd on the schoone
“Laura Bevon.”

On the night of April 26, 185
there were woshed cshore ot Me
lego Roncheo, 40 miles nerthweard ol
San  Pedro, some hatches whic
were identified as belonging to th
"Lenara Bevan.” Thus, there i= n
doubt that talented Ayers met an
untimely death, and perished in th
ghipwreck. With him wasz lost th
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rl[ﬂhr_'r of skeiches he haod maode
or Horper and Bros. An article in
ie Son Francisco Alta Calilornia,
foy 27, 1BSE8, stoted: "Mr, Avyers
paves two orphem children in this
fity, to whose support his unremit-
ing exertions were devoled, His care
8f them; while it endeared them mu-
pially to each other, was o model
8l tender atfection and sclicitude tor
heir weliare. Mr. Avers was aged
gibout forty years.”

The round-obout manner in which
he Yosemite M useum come into
nossession of ten original Yosemite
drawings by Avers and one litho-
graph, some 70 years abter the art-
5i's sketching trips to Yosemite No-
fional Park in 1855 and 1856, is in-
deed paradoxical. The inception of
the story dales bock to 1B33, {(Yo-
semite Nature Notes Vol V., Septem-
ker 30, 1926) when one James Alden
come lo California as a commander
in the U. 5. Navy to serve on o com-
ission to seftle the boundary be-
voan Mexico and California. Some-
fime belween 1856 and 1860, James
Alden (laler commissioned Admiral)
visited Yosemite Valley and the Mar-
iposa Grove ol Big Trees, Upon re-
turning to San Francisco, he pur-
chased a number of the Avers’ drow-
ings menlicned, as momentos of the

marvelous scenery he hod  owit-
nessed,
Years possed, and the Avyers

drawings in frames were handed

{Mext month’s Thumbnail Sketch,
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down in the Alden family as prized
possessions. In 1926, one of these
descendants, Mrs. Ernest Bowditch
of Milton, Massachusetts, was a vis-
itor to the Yosemite Museum, and
sought Dr, Carl P. Russell, then park
naturalist, to tell him of the cherished
pencil drowings of the Yosemite
landscape inherited by herself, her
sister, Mrs, G W, Hubbard, and her
daughter, Mrs. A, Eastis, trom her
great uncle, Admiral Alden.

Upon returning home, Mrs. Bow-
ditch removed the drawings from
{lieir frames, and discovered the sig-
nature, "Thomas Avyers, Del 1855
Nealizing their significancs, Mrs
Bowditch asked Mrs. Hubbard and
Mrs. Eustis lo join her in making o
gift to the Yosemite Mussum of ten
Avers' drawings and one lithograph
—-all thot were in their entire pos-
session. Thus, through the gensros-
ity of these three women, Yosemite
Museum visitars have the opporiun-
ity of seeing on exhibition a line rep-
resentation of the work of the first
Yosemite artist, Thomas Ayers.

Avers' drawings, which are typ-
ical in technigue to that done during
the middle of the 19th century, con-
iributed immeosurably to owaken-
ing interes! in the spectaculor scen-
ery of Yosemite Valley, ond in luring
thousands: of people to come and
see for themselves what no tongue,
pen, or brush has ever been able to
citlequertely deline or inierpret.

"Thomas Hill"})
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NEW BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE MUSEMUM
Guide to the John Muir Trail and the High Sierra Region—Waller A,

Starr, Jr., 1943, 145 pp., | map... . B M et g2.00
The Yosemite— |chn Muir, 1938, 28-’3 PR, B Nlas e ions .. s i 4.
Meeting the Mammals—Victor H. Cahalane, 15943, 133 pr., 52 illustra-

fions. ..o . e A
Manual of Ski Muunimneanng——ﬁc:lmnul Skl Assoc c:i Amen::u:: 19112

135 pp., T4 ilstrotionss st e S Ll
Handbook of American Mountaineering—American Alpine Club, 1942

230 pp ESDANSE AR . i o T A T

SPECIAL NUMBERS OF YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES
Fishes of Yosemite National Park—Willis A Evans, Jonuary, 1944, 20

B T e i L S SR R 502!
Brief Story of the Gauluq«,r nf Yosenutu ‘Jull-a}r M E Eeﬂtty April,
1943. B pp.. 12 lustratioris.......... R S L
Bears of Yosemite . E Beatty, IDIDL:I-:'.‘[TY 1943, 16 pp., 12 illustra-
Hons............ . §
Birds of Yosemite-—M. E. Beaity and T, A, Harwell, 4th editicn, revised _
and reprinted March, 1942, 36 pp., 31 illustraiions. ... e 025
Self-guiding Aute Tour of Yosemite Valley—M. E. Beatty and C A
Harwell, Tonuary, 1942, 16 pp., 18 lustrations e B0
101 Wildflowers of Yosemite—Beatty, Harwell and Cole. Revised and
reprinted [onuary, 1342 40 pp,, 101 ilustretions . B0.2E
Yosemite Indians, Yesierday and Today—-Elizaketh H, Godirey, July,
1941, 24 pp., 15 illustrations._... SRR - 1

Cone-bearing Trees of Yaﬂ'ﬂm]te_]-ameq.l F' CDLE lu'lu:f, 19‘39 40 pp.,
O SO I b e i e S R R B e B0.25
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JEFFECT OF THE WAR AND GAS RATIONING ON PARK TRAVEL
By M. E. Beatty, Associate Park Naturalist

The contribution of the national
rks during war time in supplying
gt, relaxation and inspiration for
th civilians and military personnel
ns been adequotely covered in o
revious article by Dr, Carl Russell,
ief, Woturalist Division (See Yo-
mite Mature Notes, Cctober, 1942)
e purpose ol this article is to rec-
rcl the eftect of the war ond gas a-
oning on travel o Yosemite Na-
al Park as indicated by the travel
jeport for 1943,

In the pre-war yvears travel to Yo-
somite hod increcsed yearly unti!
lor the travel year of 1941 a peak of
4 062 wisitors hod been reoched.
With our entry into the war and re-
ictions on travel, o tremendous
drop was anticipated for the war
years. No abrupt drop in pork
Aravel tock place, however, as the
Pacific Coast arsa was the lost o
[leel the tightening restrictions of
[gos rationing. During the tavel
year ending September 30, 1942, a
total of 332,550 people were able io
sl the park.

The full ettect of gas rationing was
evident in the travel ligures for the
current travel vear ending Septem-

| ber 3], 1943, when the total of park
rigitors droped to 127,643, a loss ol
BEl.E7% over the previous year, This
{liqure represents but little more than
twenty per cent of the normal pre-
war count vet with the shearp reduc-
tion of bath park personnel and
hunds, tacilities omd personnel were

taxed to the utmeost to care for the
visitors.

Out-ol-sterle  travel showed  the
greatest drop while in-siate travel
remained high, More people ufilized
irain and bus ftransportation  with
the result that transportation by
stage showed a 50% gain for the
year,

Probably the most outstanding
trend in park trovel this last year
heas been the large increcse in the
ese of the park by members of the
armed services. A total of 28057
military men in uniform visited the
park, nearly hall of whom came in
organized army convoys. These
groups were given special attention
by rongers and noaturalists through
special museum omd campground
talks, conducted hikes on trails, and
conducted tours to Glacier Point and
the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees.

Forty-live diflerent military groups
with a total of 5182 men used the
public compgrounds with an aver-
cige slay of 3l dovs, These groups
were undergoing training in convoy
operations and field camping while
ot the some time leasting on the
beauties ol the scenery. One hat-
talion ol negro scldiers hiked all the
woty in from Merced by the all vear
highway, returning lo their bosge by
an alternate route, thus conditioning
their men to long continuous
marches.

In oddition to civilion and mili-
tary visitors, the park was used in
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other ways. The Ahwahnee Hotel
was laken over by the Navy as g
convalescent heospital and  altero-
tions have now been completed so
that they will be able to accomme-
date more than 500 patients. The

Army utilized two areas, one at Wa-
wona and the other at Badger Poss
tor training Signal Corp groups and
it iz possible that even greater use
will be mode of the park area as the
war continues

SAGE HEN—A NEW BIRD RECORD FOR THE PARK
By Marshall E. Evans, Wildlife Ranger

Several times during the past
summer fishermen who had been in
the Gaylor Lakes ond Groanite Lake
vicinity repcorted seeing large birds
on the ground resembling small
turkeys. On September 17, 1943,
Arthur Gallison, NPS  Purchasing
Clerk, reported seeing a group of
zeven sage hens at least 300 vards
within the park bounderies in this
vicinity and another group of about
forty just ouiside the boundary.

On September 27, Bonger Carl
Donner and [ went to this same lo-
cation and found o group of seven
birds that were immediately iden-
lified as the sage hens commeonly
seen from Inyo County north on the
east side of the Sierra. The birds had
the characteristic dark underparts
and long tails with sharp-pointed
leathers that spread somewhat in
flight. They flushed ot about lorty
yards and flew farther into the park
and were not seen again, 1 was naot
rossible 1o tell the proportion of
rales and females nor whether the
group consisted of o single fomily.

The notural ecover in this location
consisted of a lew small White-bark

Pines, Apparently the birds had
spent most of their time in the small
drainage which led into the upper
Gaylor Lake and which contoined
a considerable quantity of green
graszs, To the west is a flat of decom-
rosed granife containing some sage
of stunted growth which would pro-
vide suitable forage for the birds
The elevation here is 10,600 fee!

It i= supposed thot the birds
worked up to the crest by way of
Leevining Canyon as they are ordi-
narily seen at much lower elavations
in the Mono Lake region alony high-
wery 395 Undoubtedly, thev will re-
turn to their normal elevation ran~e
for the winter,

As this is the first record of Sare
Hen (Centrocercus urophasiconus) in
Yozemite Mational Park, our eastern
boundary will be watched for more
oocurrences in future vears. These

hirds cre protected at oll times and
should
numbers, Future observations at this

elevation might

therelere be increasing in
well indicgte o
change in foad habits and Tanoge
that will be warthy of special study
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