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OSCAR A. SEDERGREN, NEW CHIEF RANGER OF YOSEMITE
NATIONAL PARK
By C. Frank Brockman, Park Naturalist

The most recent oddition to the
National Park Service organization
in Yogemite National Park is Oscar
A, Sedergren, until recently Chiel
Honger of Mount Rainier National
Park, Washington, who has been as-
signed to duties of a similar nature
in this orea. He relieves John H
‘Wegner, recently ossigned o the
cosition of Chiet Ranger of Sequoia-
Eings Conyon National Porks, who
has been direcling the work of the
locol protection staff as Acting Chiet
Honger since the death of Forest 5
Townsley last August (See Yozemite
Mature Notes, September, 1943, and
March, 1944.)

Sedergren's appointment ta Yo-
semite comes as the most recent de-
velopment in his mony vears of
steady progress with the MNational
Park Service, beginning in the sum-
mer of 1920, at which time he worked
on trail maintenance in Mount Rai-
nier Netional Park For several years
Eollowing this imifial Baplism in No-
tional Parck ootivities he woas en-
oaged in engineering work, assisting
o road surveys in both Mount Res-
mier ond Sequoiwt National Porks

During the summers of 1924-26 he
sarved as seazonal park ranger in
the Mount Rainier orgonization, re-
ceiving his permanent appointment
as park ranger in March, 1827 Much
ol his early experience, both as park
ronger and later as district ronger,
was obtgined in the rugged and hea-
vily lorested west and northern sec-
tiens af that area, notakle tor their
lire hazard. In 1931, as district ranger
of the White River district, his re-
zponsibilities were broodened upon
the completion of the new highway
by means of which thet areq rapidly
assumed the place ol one of the most
popular and important sections af
Mount Rainier National Park, In 1935
he was made Assistant Chief Ranger
and three years later was elevated
to Chief Ranger, in which capacity
he plonned and directed the activi-
tieg of o large lorce of permanent
and seasonal pork rongers s well
as a highly efficient fire detection
argoanizaticn, —
Thareughly experienced and high-
Iy copable in matters pertaining 1o
{orest lire protection, he is weall
known in the Pacilic Ncrthwes!
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—threugh his activilies in connection
with such work, as well as for his
cooperation in the development of
fire training schools in thal area. He
has also been activaely interested in
matters periaining {o the winter use
of national park areas through co-
operation with numercus northwest-
ern ski clubs, where he has o wide
circle of friends. Not the least of his
cecomplishments is his ability with
a fryingpan (or reaszcnable locsim-
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ile}) and the ingredients required
the development of a batch af Lo
“cokes — which the writer hos hiod
cppertunity to enjoy on more oo
one occasion when occompanyig
Sedercren on kack couniry pa:
Irips.

The entire Yosemite orgonizat
welcomes Oscor, his wile, Floren
and their doughter, Sandra, to 10
arec and wishes them the best |
success in their new home

THUMENAIL SEETCHES OF YOSEMITE ARTISTS
By Elizabeth H. Godfrey, NPS Staf

CHARLES DOEMAN ROEINSON

By birth, Charles Dorman Rebin-
son was a New Englander. He was
barrt ot Mammoeouth, Me., July 17,
1847 When only a few weeks old,
his parents moved to Newpeort, Ver-
ment, and though their siay wos
comparatively briel, Robinson called
himself a Vermonter.
© At the age of 3, his folks tock
him to San Francisco, where the
little boy delighted his parents with
the clever sketches he made af
‘passing. ships on San Francisco Bay,

At 13, he was oulstanding in crt
at the Union Grammear School which
he attended In San Froncisco—aol-
tested by his ‘being owarded a di-
plema by the Mechonics Institute
for "the hest specimen of marine
drawing in the juvenile ..depart-
ment,”

At 15 and 16, he was bock on the
Ecst coost again, studying lor briel
pericds under Williom Bradford, the

great marine and arclic  paind
George Innes, M. F. H. De Haas,
later under 5. W, Griggs, a Bost o
pointer, Endless hours in outdo o
sketching supplemented this limit |
background, At 19, he studied o 1
e the artist Boudin
astrengthen his weakness in com
gition and design.

VWhen Robinson was 27, he mo
riedd Miss Eate Evelyn Wright, o
o year later the young ortist ol
his wife moved te Soan Francis
Thereatter they were Californic
sove for the period 1899 to 19
when Baobinson went to Po
France, to study the technigque
Segantini, the French master

[In 1880, when Yosemile was
i's slagecocch period, Robinson w
urged by [0 M. Hutchings to wvii
Yosemile Valley., Hebinson was
once enthralled with the scene:
and engoged a studio in the veally

under
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ch he kept for the ensuing ten
ers, Al that time snow removal
i park roads was unheard of, and
| erder to aveid being snowbound,
pbinson would plan to return to
San Froncisco studio by Ne-
gmber 10 each fall
l The period 1880 to 1890, was one
much British globe trotting. As
i@ Canodian Pacilic Roilrood hod
it vel been completed, British
ghtseers traveled by Paciiic Mail
Heomship Compony boais between
e United States and the Orient,
pith often much time to spend be-
ween sailings. Yosemite waos one
i the popular attractions, and great
mbers of the mest influential and
ighest titled people of the Empire
fisited the park. In this monner at
post ninety ol Robinson's pointings
were purchased and faken back to
England aleone, including the one
which hangs in Buckingham Palace.
Others went to India, Holland, and
sleewhere in Europe.
Robinson constantly tramped the
gh Sierra ond accumulated a vost
smount of sketching material for his
saintings. On cne of these sketching
' itions to Mt Lyell, he unfor-
notely slipped and sprained  his
nkle, and was cbliged to walk ten
iles belore he came to o trapper's
bin. As a result of this accident,
carried a large cyst on hiz onkle
r the rest of hiz life,
In appearance FRobinson was of
medium height, square-shouldered,
uscular, with fine blue eyes that
could pierce like steel when he was

croused, Becouse of his conversa-
tional powers, that held others spell-
bound, he was accustomed lo being
the center of interest ot many gath-
erings. His full head of hair did not
groy until he was 80

Robinson was a man whe voiced
his beliels and convictions. Cne of
his typical comments was, "It tokes
a crank to move the world, and 1
would rather be g crank than a
nonentity.” Thett bit of philosophy
wos procticed by him on several oo-
cosions, when, os o valley resident
he vigorously objected to ony tend-
ency on the part of the Boord of
Commissioners to infroduce a spirit
ol commercialism inte park policies.
In such controversies he had the
support af John Muir, . M. Hutch-

ings, The Sierra Club, Frederick
Lerw Olmisted, cnd Robert Under-
wood Jehnson.

On rare cccasions Rebinson would
divert his talent for painting into a
more practical outlet. For example,
in 1882, when the Yosemite Hotel
{the Old Sentinel) was being redec-
orated, he was engaged 1o super-
vise the work. On another cocasion
in 1835, he agreed to pain! the lloor
and skylight of “the cldest artist's
studio in San Froncisco,” at 611
Clay Street, as advance payment for
lodging. When he hod practically
completed the skylight, he accident-
ally fell through it; simultanecusly
using a "menth's lodging
perate from the iall

Robinson was not satislied ta paint
small scenes of Yosemite. Ower o

" 16 recu-
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period of years he dreamed of paint-
ing the "Yosemite Ponorama' as
viewed from Inspiration Point on a
magnanimous soale In September,
1892, he realized this desire. A group
ai genllemen from Stockion ogreed
to supply the necessary funds for
the purchase of a convas 50 . wide
and 380 i. long, weighing two tons,
ag well as for the three tons of
color 1o be used in the painting,
The "Yosemite Panorama'” proved
lo be a stupendous task, invelving
untold labor—one week being re-
guired lo stretch the convas. Mrs.
Cosie Hutchings Mills—daughter of
lames M. Hutchings and the second
white girl born in Yosemite Valley
—recently told o writer that many
years ago she viewed this painting
in San Francisco in a building which
hod been erecled to house o cyc-
lerama nomed "The Battle of Get-
tysburg.” Mrs. Mills recalls this work
of Robinson’'s as having been very
well executed. A recent letter irom
Miss Lillion M. Robinson, the arlist's
daughter, who now lives ot San
Ralael, Cadlifernia, conlained many
interesting focts regarding Robin-
son's lile which have been incor-
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porated in this sketch, and among
them the statement, "The Yosemin
‘eyclorama’ was taken to Pan
France, in 1900 for the exposiliin
being held at that time, bul owing
to moany circumstances was not o
en Irom France, It is no longe:
oxislence.”

In 15%89, Robinson made the i
artist’s trip into the Kings River Co
von country. In 1891, he was co
mizsioned by Hobert Underwe
Johnson for the Century Magazi
{o return there with Jehn Muir o
abtein material lor a feature arhe
for the Century Magazine, whu i
was published that year, Robins
also wrote an illustrated pamphl
entitted  the "Waowona Hotel”
which were many of his sketches
the scenery in the Mariposa Grov

Another ol Robinson's Yosem:
npaintings was presented to Secr
tary of the Interior Franklin ¥. Lan
at a banguet given him during
visit to Son Franclsco,

Abter o tull and interesting Lk
Bobinson possed away ot his hom
in Ban Rafael,” California, on Mo

g, 1933, at the oge of BB,

{Next Thumbnail Sketch. "Albert Bierstadt.”)

NOTES ON YOSEMITE EIRDS
By Jackson Dan Webster

Tweo summers in Yosemile Na-
fional Park flled twe pockel nole-
books of bird notes. As | read over
thase briel lines [ oan see and hear
again that scolding wren, or thot

speeding swilt

Califernia Blue Heren (Ardsa her
odias)—One of these professiona
fishermen stood guietlly in the shal
lows of Merced Lake (7150 {eet) an
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The locality

mer 5, 1942
s unusually high ond far into

s mountains tor this lowlond resi-
Bl ;
‘Pacific Nighthawk (Chordeiles
fiinor) — Cne was  reiterating  his
wzzing call from a tall Ponderosa
ine on the nerth shoulder of
icncheria Mountain (6400 Izet) on
o evening of August 11, 1941 A
ow days later, August 26, | saw two
lighthowks near Sentinel Bridge, in
fosemite Valley, flying over the
pecdow at 530 in the morning.
Black-sared Nuthiatch (Sitta pyg-
mcen) — Two o fhese busybodies
were alternately loraging and feed-
g young on July 11, 1942 The nest
iole was 20 feet from the oround in
i Fonderoso Fine stub at 4900 feet
on the unnomed mountain just nerth
bf Arch Rock. So far as [ can gscer-
crin, this is o new breeding record
oy ne pork

San Joaguin Wren (Thryomanes
bewicki)—Twice [ saw this species
sell up in the Tronsition Zone, on
bBrushy south-focing slopes. On June
27, 1942, two were scolding from a
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Green Monzanita thicket at 8300 feet
an the Snow Creek trail cut of Ten-
aya Conyen, On July 29, 1942 two
were vociferous in a Ceanothus
thicket ot 8400 feel near Lost Valley
in Tenoaya Conyaon,

Western House Wren (Troglodytes
cedon) — 1 saw one on the Tenaya
Lake troil (above Hidden Lake at
8300 feet) on August 5, 1942, anoth-
ar n a Ceanothus bush on top af
Roncheria Mountain (9000 feet) on
August 12, 1841, These instances in-
dicate that House Wrens in Yosem-
ite, like some Hock Wrens, perform
a vertical post-nesting migration,

Common Rock Wren (Salpinctes
obsoletus)—A pair was [litting from
Foulder to boulder atop Ranchéria
Mountein (9000 feet) on August 12,
1941

Hutton Viree [Virso huttoni)—One
of these shy little vireos was singing
from the lop of o Golden-cupped
Dok at 4300 feet beside the Couller-
ville road on fuly 11, 1842,

Lawrence Goldiinch (Spinus loaw-
rencei)—July L1, 1942, almosl on the
border of Yosemite National Pork

{on the crast, 5000 feet, north of Arch
Heck) | saw o flock of about thirty
goldlinches lseding in the weeds at
the margin of the burned area, Most
ol the birds were Green-backed
Goldfinches (Spinus psaltria), with
Llack and white wing bars, but two
L:zxd the broad yellow wing bars and
ather markings the Lowrence
Goldlinch,

of
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TEAMWOREK BY COYOTES

By William Stevenson, Powerhouse
Operator

The wily covote is capable of many
tricks in securing its prey, as was
made evident on several coccosions
last February.

One morning ﬁ‘ly attention was
called by my wife to the lrantic el-
lorts of o deer to escape from two
coyotes that had crowded it intc o
vary precarious situation in the Mer-
ced Hiver, In this locotion the waters
of the Merced formed a deep hole.
Seeking escape, the deer had al-
templed to ¢ross the river but hod
been cutflanked and chased into the
aforementioned pool where it was
loreed ta swim bock and {arth in the

T ANIMALS
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icy weater, One of the pursuing oc
otes remained upon the higher bane
guarding one avenue of escape Tl
second sountered from one side

the pool 1o the other as the swn
ming deer reversed direction. Thi
rogardless of its efforts the deer w
constantly faced with one or o

other of its tormentars. Each time f o

coyote upon the lewer bank wou
step into the water just lar enoud
to cause the deer to swim in aneth
direction af which time it saunters
to the cther side of the pool to aga
lace the swimming animal The cov
ote on the higher ground mere!y
tock it easy, anticipating a frenzi
dosh by the deer at which time, tire |
by swimming, it could be eaqs
ovartaken
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Ithough we drove the coyoles
peay and thus permitted the deer
| ggoape, s relegse from s en-
fles was but temporary. Within a
ort time the same desc hod again
an jockeved into the same unten-
g position in the Merced. This
me, however, when we went to its
d it fled in onother direchon and
eoded in making s sscape.

ait this same siroategy on the part
the coyotes was not unusual was
founht ocut on o similar cccasion
ime time later. In this latter in-
once o deer, fleeing down river
fith o covote at its heels, attemple:l
croes the river but the covote,
pparently using a pre-determined
eurze of action, slipped through
e timber to confront its prey and
ventuclly crowd it inio the desep
ool of the river where it would have
oid  difficulty extricoting itsell haod
We not come to its oid,

A FRUSTRATED BORBCAT
Wiliom Stevenson, Powerhouse
Operator

Bobeots are not an uncommon
hi to residents of the Cascades
on whose work is concemed with
& operation ol the nearby power-
iouse. This is attested to by the fact
i the nomes of Wildeat Creek and
Wildcat Falls, which are found in the
_' cinity. These animols have been
ted on mony oceasions and sotne-
mes they have been bold enough
approach close to our homes, as
as the cose on the merning of Feh-

ruary 10, 1944,

Sometime during the previous
night we were startled by o series
of loud "sgquawks” in the back yard
which seemed to come from the di-
rection of the garboge incinerator,
but in the darkness 1t was not pos-
sible to ascertain its nature. Howe-
ever, the next memning Mrs, Steven-
=zon noticed a large bobeal lying be-
side  the ihcinerator, appoarently
asleep. Heoring again the strange
noise of the previous night she de-
cided to investigate, [irst enlisting
the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Art Freeman,
our neighbors, The three cautiously
approached to within a short dis-
tence of the big oot which was still
intent upon something in the incin-
erator. Finally it arose, hopped to
the top of the incinerotor and tned
ta pry the lid off but was prevented
from doing so by its cwn weight
Then, ‘as the three people continued
to acdvance slowly, the cat gave
ground, finally running a short dis-
tonce away o a vantage point pro-
vided by o small shed, Interest in
contenis ol on incinerator being
highly irregular lor this predotor, an
investigation of the reascn seemed 1o
be indicoied and the incineralor was
tipped upon itz side, thus releasing
the lid, and at the some time, o ring-
lailed ecol. The ring-tailed oot hod
apparently got in the night belore:
As the latter charged from iz com-
bined prison and refuge toword the
nearby timber it suddenly gove o
slartled ery which was exactly like
the sound which had disturbed my
wite and | the night belors
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5till interested in the whereabouts
ot the bebogt my wite and our neigh-
pors soon located him peering from
the door of the shed to which he had
However,

fled upon their approoch

undoubtedly disconsolate at the loss
af his breakliast he soon retreated,
dashing from the shed ond over the
nearby rocks into the zurrounding
larest

BOBCATS AT ARCH ROCK
By Odin 5. Johnson. Park Ranger

[ gt @ real pleasure the other
day (Feb 15, 1944} when o medium
sized bobcot came strolling by the
Arch Reck Entrance Stotion. It no
doubt would hove continued its e
surely pace down the highway, bui
tor -an approaching car. Instead il
meraly turned olf the road and inta
the brush without aquickening o
geait. It acted like o domesticated oot
ar like the hbear and deer of the

Valley that have become accus
tomed to culomobiles, Visilors and
residents have reported seeing bob-
cals crossing the road in this vicinity
on - numerous occasions in Tecent
weeks. One was seen sunning him-
self on a rock beside the highwoay
The freguency with which these ani
mals have been seen recently mey
le due 1o the lact that automachbile
traffic to the park has shown a ma-

lerndl decrecss
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