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A SHORT SNOW SURVEY TRIP
By Ralph Anderson, Park Photographer

There is something intensely las-
ringting about o snow survey trip.
lust to spend a tew days and nights
on skiis or snowshoes in the white
wilderness is to visit onother warld
—a waorld full of adventure and un-
expected happenings,

In the first place, you are truly “"on
vour own,” and obliged to make
yoursell physically ond mentally
comfortable regardless of  storm,
sleet, wind or gloring penetrating
sun. If you lose the trail, you must
pe prepared to pay the penalty in
extra energy, or even the discom-
fort of staying out overnight withont
iood or shelter. (It has kbeen dons
successiully mony times)!

But the greatest satisiaction comes
with overcoming the many little ob-
stacles to one's camiort rather than
snduring uncomplainingly  those
minor inconveniences, To keep blis-
ters from forming, te have conecen-
rated sweets to corry over the fo-
tiguing climb over a steep ndge, to
have warm comloriable gear and
proper protection against the sun's
glare—all add much 1o the enjoy-
ment and proper appreciation of the
extraordinary  aesthetic wvalues of
such o trip.

Among the most intriguing things
to see on a snow survey trip are the
many trocks of animals and birds in
the new-fallen snow—vital written
records of their activities. Here are
spread lor all to see, their intimats
promks and encounters with other
animals, occosional battles, «nd
sometimes—their tragic endsl

lLeaving Yosemite Valley one crisp
morning in early February, Sterling
Cramer, Douglas Whiteside and |
tromeed through the shallow snow
that lay on the road between the
Company Stables and Mirror Loke,
carrying snowshoes which had been
decided upon as perhaps the most
practieal for this particular trip.

A few people hod hiked the same
route belore us, and their trocks in
the snow were literally covered with
the iracks of coyotes, going ond
coming, <rossing ond  recressing.
Since it haod been several days since
the last snow, it might hove been
only o tew individuals. But among
the tracks was cne that challenged
altention—only slightly larger thaom
that ef a coyote but without the toe-
nail marks end more round in ap-
pearance. This was guite likely o
young mountain lion or cougar.
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Climbing the zig zags of the Ten-
cya Trail ahead of us went two coy-
otes, irclicking here ond there from
one side of the troil lo another, oo
casionally culling ocross corners,
but generally following the trail all
the way to the rim. There it was no
longer necessary for them to follow
man-made frails, and we sow the
tracks no more until on our return

trip.

Along Snow Creek were momy
tracks of chickarees and an oceca-
ziongl pine marten, but around the
sSnow Creek cabin there was no sign
of life, With the welcome shovel un-
der the eaves of the deeply coversd
cabin, we dug a "cellar” to get io
the decr, and opened up the stove-
pipes on the rool that were all bul
lost from sight

Into the dammy cold interior we
went, buill up [ires in two stoves,
and tock down the heavy canvas
bags containing on abundant sup-
ply of blankets lor the coldest nights
Here thers was everything for the
comiort of a tired snow gauger
Even a gasoline lamp graced the liv-
ing room table along with several
kerosene lamps, Food supplies wers
intact, and contained the sort of food
required after loeng hours on the
snow fields.

After a hearty supper we read the
magazines and newspapers daied
cround 1940, We reod to our amoze-
ment that peace had finally come o
a troubled Europe, and that at Mun-
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ich one Adelph Hitler had capitula

ed ard promised not to invade Cae
cho-Slovakia aiter all, that ever
thing from then on would be to n
store amicable trade relations wi

the entire world and thus o greo

crisiz had been passed)

Snow sifted down gently durin
the night. Morning came with dar

skies, a foot of new soft snow, o

fast and ample lunch prepared, w

sel off for Snow Flat—a beoutit
litile meadow along the Tioga Roo
in summer, but a cold spot in wi

ter where the heaviest snow deptl

are olen found.

All distant landmarks were eras:
by the hovering snow clouds, and
stecdy silting of muiet flakes contii
ued without intermission. High c
the ridge leading to Snow Flat w
walched our tracks carefully, wor
rlering if there would ke any trace «
them eon our return. The snow we
soft and deep, and we were oblige
to toke turns breaking the trail, Fo

Inately, we were able to keep o

the marked route and locote the ne
OSSOrY SNowW Course.

The sky lightened in the afternoo
cnd the snow stopped falling some
what. But in the hall-light of a wu
ter day we saw no sign of wildlife-

no trace of any animal whatsgeve:

At one place where we stopped |
cet water from a  snowed-ove

stream, we were startled by th

sound of mony small birds in

clump of hemlocks, It wos imposs
ble to get a good look at them in th

dense folioge, but they appeared 1
be kinglets or chickadeas
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Back 1o the cabin sately, bul tired,
vee  thoroughly enioyed another
now - gaouger meal. Feaninr  the
eavy snow load on the rool with
he cdditional snow of February,
might overtax the cabin, we worked
peveral hours removing tons of it.
This would ihsure the next snow
easuring party o comforiable place
o stay, at least, and the clearinT of
now around the stove pipes mighl
moake them easier to find

To bed, and how one sleeps atter
1 hard day's trudging throuoh the
'I:'mw.f The next morning we ex-
nlored the cabin more carefully for
rnv sign of animal life. There were
omp'e evidences that mice wers
‘plentiiul earlier in the season, but
not one recent trace of o mouse
icould he found—even though our
butter was left uncoverad.

In an adjcining leanto were the
mnants of a large box of individ-
wal cakes of soap. Practically all of
the soap had been ealen, leaving the
loose papers partially chewed

Around the oabin had stalked o
‘hob-cat during the night, looking in
‘ot the windows and sniffing around
‘the ontside of the kitchen. In addi-
tion, there were trocks which op-
peared o be that of o pine marten
‘hopping around the cabin areq,
with more purpose than did the bob-
cat with his aimless strides.

The sky was cloudless. The tall red
| firs stood magnificently in  their
white robes.

A= we approached Snow Creek,
‘the glistening snowboanks were al-
ready o maze of tracks in many

places. I must hove been a guay
morning for all animaldom, for there
were large tracks end small tracks—
tracks of a marten leisurely locking
for breakiast, while other trocks re-
vealed the spirit of the chase. In ad-
clition there were o number of tracks
of white-footed mice. We did not see
o single animal, but they must have
watched us from every side, Only a
few hours since the snow stopped
falling, and the crectures were all
out and around

Celow the Snow Creek Bridge we
caw the covole tracks again—per-
haps the same two animals who pre-
caded us up the Tenaya zig zogs
We followed their tracks back to the
Valley, and noticed how they used
enr tracks to moke the going easier

Mear WMirror Lake there were
tracks resembling those of a gray
souirre], ond along the traoil in one
ploce we sow the only tracks of a
hird on the trip— probably two
mountain gudil

r

Back to warm bothrooms and n-
ner-spring  mattresses, we Were
pleased with modern conveniences,
However, we were instilled with o
renewed apprectation for the inspir-
ing keauty of the high country in
winter, ond for a more thorough
knowledge of the many outdoor
creatures who call it home

The tnp, as described in loregoing
paragraphs, was made in February.
in accordance with the regular win-
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ter snow survey schedule 11 was re
pecied one month later, In this in
stance the party returned to the Val
ley in o blinding snowstorm and the
descent from the north rim, via the
Tenaya zig-zags, was replete with
interest. A blanket of salt snow hod
fallen during the night and a high
wind filled
sel the trees to swaying in cadence
with its force. Fog and elouds
choked the Valley ond hid even
nearky chiects rom view, ond the
thunder of avalanches which swept
intermittently over the precipitous

the air with snow ond

canyon  walls from  the rugged
heights  about Half Dome " and
Cloud’'s Rest, made the relurn a
memarable occasion. The heavy

snow made it necessary for us 1o
guard our descent aleng the zig-
zags carefully lest we miss the (rail
and inadvertently find ourselves
upon some  dangerous,  inhospito-
ble ledge. The inlermittent thunder
ing of the avalanches, ag someone
remarked, was not unlike the peri-
edic rumble and roar of the Chicaga
elevated, All in all it waos an expe-
rience that merited the gilted pen
of Jehn Muir. (C.F.B.)

The final snow survey of the year
was madse during the lost of March
and covered o lorger territory than
any ol the trips.  Snow
courses were megsured al
Flat, Tenoya Lake, Tuclumne Mea.
dows, Tioga Pass and Vogelsang,

In contrast to previous trips, the

earlier
Snow

weather was perlect with continuosus
sunshine during the enlire seven

days, As a result each. participan|
refurned with o bodly sunburned
face, which was partially compen
saled lor by countless photogroph:
the weather mode possikble.

Bul little wildlilte was observed
although obscure tracks in the snow
testified to the presence of anime
life. Fresh trocks of a large bea
probably just emerging Irom hibe:
nation, were chserved at the top
the Tenaya zig-zags.

Frobably the meost thrilling expe

the entire trip waos te

crossing of Tengya Lake on skis. Th

ricnee ol

confinuous  warm  weother  ho
caused the 1ce o start breaking ug
30 no time was lost in getting across
particalarly as the iee underfoo
vrould occasionally crack and grind

On the whaole, the trip was o ricl
exnerience offering a startling con
trost 1o the usual summer scene

(M.E.B.)
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By Elizabeth [. Godirey, NPS Staff
ALBERT BIERSTADT

Ot the group of artists who by
heir paintings revealed the spectoc-
ulor scenery of the West, none was
more financially successiul or
achieved greater international fame
during his lifetime than Albert Bier-
gtiadt. He introduced inte the morket

Western landscape, but portrayed
it= Indions, buffalo, and other wild-
ife as well. At the height of his pop-
ularity, he received from 35000 to
$35,000 apiece lor his pointings.

| Born near Dusseldorf, Germany,
1829, Bierstadt was brought to
New Bedford, Mass, by his porents
fwhen two vears old, When 23, he
went 1o Europe where he spent lour
vaors in prepannyg tor his career os
an crtist — thres years at the Ger-
man  Arl Academy in Dusseldord
from where he maode itinerant sum-
'- ar sketching tours, and one year in
'Rome. From Rome, the capital of
the art world, Blerstadt toured
'through the Apennine Mounlains,
through Switzerland, and along the
Rhine. When he returned to New
Badford in 1857, he hod with him
many skelches indicative of these
travels.

In 1848, gz a member of General
Lander s Government Surveying
Party, and traveling in a covered
wagon, Bierstadt had an opportun-
ity to contrast the majesty of the
Hockiss with the mountains of Swit-
zerland and Italy. He was o lover of
adventure, and heartily joined into
ithe spirit of hunting game for dinner
and in sleeping in blankets under
the conopy of stars,

After spending three months with
the Londer party, Bierstadt wos
eager to return to his studio and to
develop his many sketches Leaving
the party, he started back with two
companions  through dense forest
country inhabited by Indians. Cne
morning while on this journey, his
companions encountered a herd of
bultalo. Bierstadt was away skeich-
ing, and in order that he might have
scecimens of these line animals to
paint, one or two of them were shat,
A large maole, though vitally
wounded, was feebly chorging his
enemies  when Blerstadt arrived,
Hastily he made o sketch of the bul-
lalo, ond then the lile of the suifer-
ing onimal was ended by another
shot, This incident added cnother
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valuable skeich o Biersiadl's collec-
fion.

Later, Bierztadt's "Rocky Moun-
jains—Lander's Peak,” painted from
a sketch made while with the Lon-
der party, brought him the hand-
some price of F25,000, The painting
created o great stir of enthusicsm,
and iz now exhibited in the [ames
MeHenry collection in Seattle.

Bierstodt's mamage in 1866, 1o
beoutiful Rosalie Osborme of Water-
ville, New Yaork, contributed further
to his =uccessful, happy lile. The
Bierstodiz were a handsome couple
with mutual education, culture, and
intaresting personalities, which
made them welcome visitors wher-
ever they went In their beautiful
home at Irvington-on-the-Hudson,
"Malkasten,” {(The Painter's Box),
they entertoined many celebrities

ond members ol English nobility

Bigrstadt visited Yosemite on nun
erous occasions, two of which beo
record on the “sands of time.” [emes
M. Hutchings' In the Heart of the
Sierras, on Page 441, speaks of 1l
inscription "Camped here Augusi !
1863. A Bierstod!,” on Register Roo |
{near Vernal Fall). In the old Pe
goy register from the Mountain V.o
House, once situated al Pereg
Meadows off the Glacier Point Ror |
there appears A Bierstadt . M
24, 1872 On another occasion, M
Bierstodt accompanied her husheio !
or a trip to Yosemite Valley and
to Heich Hetchy, where Bierstol
painted the valley that is now a
erveir

Bierstadt made three trips to |
rope alter his student days, In |
studic in Rome in 1868, he exhibit
his "Yosemite Valley,” "The Sentu
Rock,” and “El Capitan.” Of the o
tire collection, "Yosemite Valle
was credited as the main attract:
At an exhibition of paintings by |
Arl Association in San Francisco
lune 1872, a critic said of this pai
ing, "Yosemite Valley is a marvel
the brush, a sense of snowdrilt ou
mouniain blost thot is magnilicen
This pointing is now in the Jam
Lenox collection in the New Yeou
FPublic Library,

The Yosemite Museum Art Colle
fioh hae one painling. by Bierstol
hung in the foyer to the left of th
museum entrance door. This pain
ing was a gift from the Charleti
Bowditeh estate.

Congress, impressed with Bier
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t's work and wide recognition,
gid $10,000 each for his pictures,
e londing of Hendrik Hudson at
anhattan  [sland” ond “Entrance
to Monterey” for the MNational
itol at Washington,

As an indication of Bierstadt's
ularity abroad, he had special
nors conterred upon him by the
zar of Russia and the Sullan of
key., He received live medals

from foreign countries and held hon-
crary memberships in several ort
societies. Becouse he was the first
artist to bring the Rocky Mountains
into prominence as paintings, one of
their lolty peaks bears his name,
Bierstadt had a second marriage
in 1885 {0 a Mrs, Stewart, following
the death of his lirst wile in 1893
His death come in New York at the
age of 72 on February 19, 1902,

[{Next Thumbneil Sketch, "Thomas Meoran™)

OBSERVATIONS ON YOSEMITE MAMMALS
By Jackson Dan Webster

Because the furry denizens of the
rest are not as vocal nor s diur-
al as are the leathersd residents,
ctual observations are mere diffi-
It Mammalegists have to get
much of their information from
racks, pellets, and other clues. How-
ever, one con see many of them face
foce on Yosemite trails if he hikes
far enough and keeps his eyes open.
. On August 14, 1942, my brother
David and | saw a Mink (Mustela
.L-a.fisan energumenos). It ran down a
log and into a brush pile beside the
Merced River, about a mile down-
stream from Merced Lake.

' On August 4, 1943, David and I
{watched a Sierra Marten (Martes
lcaurina sierrae), We came around a
bend in the trail just west of Wash-
k‘:}urn Lake, to see the graceful,

owny hunter bound across o

stretch of woodland, then out of
gight up a brushy hillside. He wos
carrying a small mammal, which
looked like o Microtus, but the load
bothered him not at all as he jumped
casually from cone fallen log te an-
other.

Twa California Ground Squirrels
(Citellus b, beecheyi) ran across the
top of Rancheria Mountain (29000
feet) on August 12, 1941, then scold-
ed from one of the lava promon-
tories lifty yords to the east. [t
seemed a paradeox to lind this So-
noran rodent only a lew feet from
Western White Pine and Western
Juniper trees growing in typical
dwarfed Hudsonion foshion. So far
o | ecan ascertain, thiz represents
the highest altitude at which the
California Ground Scuirrel has been
seen in the park,
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TUG OF WAR
By Frank Ewing. Employment
Manager

In meny years of residence in the
Sierra | have naver chserved a more
unusual encounter between o deer
ond o coyote thoan the near-ifotal
"“tug of war” which occurred just
outside my home g short time ago.

Farly one Sundoy morning
(March 5, 1944) my attention was at-
tracted by the unusual octions of o
deer which was wisible through the
dining room window. Its heod,
which was just out of sight, was
lowered ond its neck extended as,
with feet firmly braced, its body see-
sawed back and forth. The entire
animal was brought into view as |
approached the window and thus
the reason lor its strange actions was
immediately perceived. The deer
wos indeed in an unlortunate pre-
dicament for a large coyote had a
firm grip upon its snout and wos
viciously tugging ot its prey. This
was the couse of s peculiar see-
sawing motion and its effect, as the
coyote tugged, pulled &nd twisted
the deer's head, was not unlike that
ol a cowpuncher bulldegging o
steer.

So uncrthodox was this encounter
that several minutes elapsed befors
I realized that the deer was benin-
ning io lose ground in the peculiar
struggle. Then, as I stepped from
the house, the coyote released ils
hold cmd doshed ocross the mea-
dow. The deer, guite spent from iis
elfort to pull free of its tormentaor,
staggered to the wall of a nearby
residence, cgainst which il leaned,

ranting and trembling, as il slowly
recuperated from its bizarre experi-
ance.

JANUARY WILDLIFE AT BADGER
PASS
By Park Ranger M. B. (Buck) Evans

A set of Fisher tracks were seen
on January 2nd near Chinguapin
Rangesr Stotion. Fisher tracks were
alzo seen at this location lost year.

Two Blue-fronted Stellar Joays are
wintering here, It iz rather unusuel
for joys to winter at this elevation.
Their food is scraps of meat ond
bread discarded by skiers from their
lunches. They do their feeding early
in the morning an the porch of the
Ski Lodoe and spend the rest of the
day in the nearby irees, | have never
seen them come to rest on the snow

Marten sign is common dnd sev-
eral have been seen in this vicinity.
Until disturbed, one of these interest-
ing animals made its homs in o
woodpile.

Believe it or not, we have tadpoles
and frogs in a small, nearby s'recm.
However, the water is from the Ski
lodre and is guile warm, which
proboably accounts for the lact that
the irogs have apporently got their
Sensons mixed up.

Covotes foroge in the parking area
evary night looking for seraps of
food. Each day they trovel up the
road from below Chinguapin Ranger
Siction where the deer winter, re-
turning aller checking over the pos-
sibilities in the Bodger Poss parking
cirea. {From Evans' monthly wildlife
report.)

* + i
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