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Utilization of these bulletins by those receiving them to the end that
the information contained thersin might be as extensively distributed as possi-
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NATURE STUDY PARTY CLIMBS MT. DaNa

Leaving Happy I:les at six thirty on the morning of .vgust fourth, a
party of twelve hikers led by a nature-guide walked twenty-five miles and
climbed six thousand feset on their way to Boothe Lake Hikers! Camp, where they
spent ths first night.

The following morning they explored the chain of bsautiful lakes tha?t
lie along = bench some two hundre® feet above the hikers' eamp. In the afternont
they followed down the Irsland Cresk Trail to the Tuolumne Mesadows where the
segond night was spent. By this time some of the hikers thought that they had
earned a rest; however, & party of eight on the following morning (0t an early
start from the Tuolumne Hikers® Camp and climbed Mt. Dana, the second hichest
peak in the park, The first five wiles were along the dusty stage road. The
party turned off at the Mono Pass Trail. A quarter of a mile through the Tamaras
Forsst brought them to a little stream, following which they soon found themsely
on the saddle between Mount Dang and Mpunt (ibbs.

From the top of ths saddls a thousand-foot climb brought the party to
the sumnit of Dana., Here a delighitful hour was spent enjoying ome of the most
glorious outlnoks to be had in the national vpark,




It was all down hill going home, and the party arrived in the Meadows
plezsed with the knowledie ihat they had been the first nature guided party to
rogach the alevation of 13,050 foet.

WHaT 1T “BULL PINE?

The naturs ,uides are uften asked the guestion, "What is Bull Fine?"
"Pull Ping" is a term applied in variocus 1 221° iics by woodaiion ené lumbermen %o
rather widely different trees. Imuature Testerr Yollrw fines fPir:s pordazogal
in which the bork has not yet assused the alligator-skin-like characfer of Ghad
of the nature trees is usnaliy czlled by this name. .in other localities the Dig-
ger Fina !Pinus ssbinizna) is desi.nated by the name of "Bull Piua', while in a%lll
othev looxlities the term is applied to the Bishop Pire (Einus raricatsl. In ofoss
e2ses the verm is apparently applied to any pine lumber of inferior qualitys

WESTERN KINGBIAD VISITS YOBEMITE

To the bird stndent August has one compensation, This month needs soms
bright spots, for this is the momth when birds moult. GCorsequently, bird horizome
drop from the thirty mark to around fiftsen, for birds ¢szse G0 sing and hide away
in the folisns to such an extent that their prassnce is difficult %o astablish,
The compers=‘ion in the month of August ie to be found in the post nesting season
migrants, iragglers from the lower alevations that have completed their nesting
and have spread out searching a betier food supiiy. @he first bird of this ohar-
acter t0 pe noted by the wrilter this year was a Vestern Klugiimd seen Aurust 6
in lower Sentinel Meadcw. Its dark wings and t2il and yellowish breast ars atirac-
tivs, and this flyoatcher is graceful on the wing. One ceases to sdmire, however.,
whnen tho moisy chattering csll is given., To many this bird is kmown as the Pee
Msrsin, for it sometimes feeds about beehives. As an insect catcher it has fow
equals, aaud its pugnacity dis;layed against birds even as large as a hawk is well
knowi.

A FLYCATCHER WEEK

The first week in August was “"Flyeaticher week" in the Yosemite Valley.
Never were nore kinds of flyeatchers noted in a sirgle week before. The dry season
was perkars responsible for this condition, as *hree specles that kabitually spend
thoir time =t lower elevations were present in tha Vall'!ny. And peculisrly one
spacies that really belongs above the rim of the Valley was al-.o Jresent. Easides
these four specises, thers were the two common nesting speclies of the Valley and one
specles that is believed to nest hars very sparingly.

The following parasraphs give the status of the seven specles noted:

Western Kingbird (Tyranmus vertiocslis) Nests at lowsr slevations, 8 rars visitor
to the Valley in early spring before the nesting seasom. liot previously noted

during the month of August.

Ash-throated flyocatcher (Myiarclius ginerascens ginerascen) 4 bird of lower esleva-
tions. The single bird that was twice noted curing the month established a new

record for the Vallay.



Blaek Phoebe (Savornis nigricans) Nests at lowsr elevations but is usually to be
found ln the Valley before and after the nosting season.

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Nuttallornis borsalis) 4 common nesting bird above the
rim of the Vallay. For the past two years a single pair have nested on the floo®
of tha Valley. +

Western Wood Pewes (Myiochanes richardsoni richardsoni) The most common flycatet
er in the Valley during the nestiny season.

Traill Fleatuasy (Empidonax traiili trailli) A common nesting bird on the floor
of the Valley but not so numeronus as the Wood Pawse.

Western Fiveatcher (Empidonax difficilis difficilis) 4 rare bird in the Yosomite
but it is .believed that one or two pair nest each year in the densely wooded sad

tion above Mirror Laks,
THE FLORA OF YOSEMITE iND CAPE COD

It would ssem that if ona start with a fair knowledge of the plants in
his bacigrard he would find either the same species or their oounterparts the
world ovor. Such at least is the sxperience of a nature guide venturing from the
sand dunss of Cape Cod on lmssachusatts Bay to the Sierras of the Yosomite Nabioms
al Park, The marked similaritics have awakened so many pleasant surprises - o
many trains of reminiscences aleng the trailside - the writer has been tempted 1t
put his reniom notes down as a permanent reminder.

Cur story must date back to the end of the placizl periocd, scme 20,000
yeats ago, when both Yosemita and Cape Cod startad with a elean slzte. The s0il
in both places is of granite origin - in Yosemite from the granite mountains of
the Sierras and on Cape Cod from the granite coast of Cape Aun. The glacial
streams sorted out and deposited some of the materials in lowlands but left larse
massas of unsorted gravel in hills, those pushed up at the end of the slacier
being known as terminal moraines and those parallel to its course as lateral mo-
raines. If the terminal moraine dammed a river course, lakes were formed in baock
of its There woere often ice masses left in the moraine material: as they melted
they left kettle holes which now hold lakes. The shallower ice basins becameé
sphagnum bi4s without” inlets to cover the plant growth with sand. The vegetation
in both Yosedmite axl Cape Cod is mostly on this moraine materisl, the cliffs amil
domes of Yisemite and the cliffs and dunes of Cape Cod beiin scarcely planted as

yot.

The distribution of plants on the moraine doposits is detarmined by
the moisture. Both regions have fine glacial meadow gardens. The dry sand ar:sss
of ancient lake bottoms and the recent talus slopes ars populated by drousht re-
sistant plants. The polished domes and wind swept dunes soarcely hold moistura
enough for pionser plants. The comparison of ulants in thess similar arsas mera-
1y scratchses the surface of possibilities. These introductory notes may serve o
remind others of how they have renewsd plant acquaintances as they traveled from
gast to west or weat to sast., If the chain of evidences can scme day be gatheresd
into one story, 1t may maks & fascinating chapter in plant ammals,
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ARCTOSTIHYLOS: Arctostaphylos Uva-u si oy the Bsarberry of Caps Cod cowers
vholg hilZaidcs ard indoed serves as the lawn for many summer homes. It was ale
nost & $hril. to meet what at firs=t appeared to be the same spgscies at a 7000 fooh
slevation oo tha rim of the Yeemite, e now Jmow thut the Sierra form is Aratos
gtaphylos lsvadensis or the Dwarf lanzanita, Both plants form loose mats in dy
sunry opet. jround. Thay are eversraens with zigzeg branches and peeling red ba::.,
el arbutis-like blossoms coma early in the season and mature into red acid bei-
Fleg, which sve scarcely edible :tscanse of their many large seeds. Af%er sonding
lora fape (4 speoinmen, wo wore s3l1l impresscd by the similarities rather than
ro difFerincass The leaves of beo'h are thiok, eniire, 2 glabrous. The maia
iifferance 1 seaves is the pressnta of a rinmute tocth on the spex of the Marsanif
Roafe it d- alsp ;;]:'*oadqr in proporidon to its lemgih, baing on the averags shcud
bna-eighin fuch lovser than it: Atlantio cousin. The Manzanita berry is sbout
pra~uighth irah smaller in dismetsr, the persistent sepals being acubs rather vhan
puats a3 “n the Dearbsrzy. The cifferences in thess two memhers of ths Heath
amily ere guits minute when ws thinit of ore erowing within ten feet of cea level
Lasn suddenly apposring from ¥300 fest ¢ timberling soms 3000 miles away,
heva Esan Barberry  n the Uhite Mountains growing urder similar condiilers.

8 to8 dppalachizns ars oldsr, I am wordering i Arctostaphyios appeared thera
LreR? If 16 did, how did it get to the high Sierras? Did it come by a granife
jollie ox by a mogedine road? Uhers is it found in betwesn, and what are its wvariz.-
fLC BT 02 we lisw all about Dearbeary, we might be able to answer cthar enigras
wha plant world,

TROEFPA ROTINDIPOLIA, Hare is another plaont that r_cruws near sea lsyel on Caj.
d =zd is fourd in Teneya Caryon at an elevation of ancat L 000 feeb. Here 1t
FORE on “Ha mosih wall of the govge i wiae seawm of A moisy g-aniie oliff some

iffsrance iv leaves, The alpine giant has a rotwxnd blade avaraszing about one-
usth dnen ia diaweter, wheress the leaf .7 th: coast plain piagt is broadly el-
p“ﬂﬂ beiag transversely 11/16 inchea wide an& 7/16 iszshes in length. An sxam-
niation of fha flowers of the %wo plants may show them to be ceparate species.
bare 18 1o omsistent difference in the heigh® of ths, flower stalk or in the nuws.
or of floviii. A study of this plant accodli#ds to its geogravhic range across

e Creat .l reciom and Montana to Califormia might give inierssting data in
arfation. hen the glaciers swept it south, how did it march baok?

HEATHE- 1.0 PLAYTS. We have bosn speaking of :lants that are most closely re-
iteds J1 18 also possible to have totally unrelated plants meet the sams condi-
ong in a li<e manner., On Pape 3¢d there are two heath-like plarts sovered with
rl-ghaped leaves - Hudeonia ericoides and Eudsonia tcmeniosa. They are locally
newrh as Poverty Gresa as théw oin grow on dry sandy hills, These low shrubs ars

ts, above 6,000 fest, is founi the hsosutiful Alpins Phlox L@.;.Ll’.ﬂ_g‘m'tp*lae;__l_l

mber of the Gilia Family {Polormoniuceas). Thass homclogous plauts of the Est

id Yest form demse mats in dry open situaticuna snd tear flpwers on the upper parts
rly in the season before the soil is completely dried out, The reiuced awi-
haiad lemves pravent excessive loss of moisturs, and the rmatving of the leaves may
to hold the dampness in the soil.

(To be continued)
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pirty fasi azove the river hed. A cump&rison 7f thi iwo planys shows a persisten®

gribers of the Roolrross Family (Cisiaceas). On ths granite rocks of the ::ierra Bl






