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: Misg 1151__::-:10 of a series of bulletins 1531.:-961 fr;:rmhtilmle to time for the
information of thpnl interested in the natural history and soientific features
of the park smd the education=l opportunities the park affords Ifur the stbdy of
e S -

Ht:limttnn u;‘ these bulletins by those receiving them to the end that
thﬂ information contained t.herein might he as extensively 4di strihuteﬂ as posgi-
ble will be appreciated. ' | '
e o W. B. Lewis, Superintendent

. ’JEE TUOLUMNE m HIERE‘ caup

 For John “‘l.tir, Tunlwnra Meadows hald the beat of. 311 the Eiem wondes
that were as food and drink to him. DPresent day Nature lovers agres that the
wealth of high country atsractions acoesssible from here oall for an extonded
visit. The hiker visiting Yosemite's Hilkars' Camps will find Tuolume Meadows
10 be the center of a region unexcelled for varied beauty and grandeur. '

The preceding one of this series of notes on the Hikers' Cam ps brief
ly described the trail between lMerced Lake and Boothe lake Camp. Leaving Boot
Lake for Tuolume Meadows, the traveler may choose between two routes. The
longar of the tiails ascends the five hvndred foot ridie east of Boothe lake to
Fletcher Lake, where heads the stream paralleled by the Babcock lake Trail, 4
few of the rire gu'l.d.an trout are here attempting to hold their own against the
eager fishermen who have learned of their presence. Climbing afain a shurt d!.
tange above Fletcher Iake, one’reaches the erest of the Cathedral Range,
trail is seen skirting 2ittle Evelyn lake and winding to obscurity ovsr a Ernt
platean: covered with White-bark Pine. The altitude here is 10,500 - feet, and
the ploturesque trees well show the effect of the adverse norﬂitiunu u:nder whic

they attempt to grow.
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For about two miles tha trail traverses this stunted forest near tim-
ber line and then descends by a series of zigzags to the flat floor of the gla-
¢iated Ly-1l Canyon. Here the trail intersects the Iyell Canyon Trail., A faw
miles up Lno canyon is the living Lyell Glacier, evidence of whose activiiy /s
s86n even at this intersection of irails in the milky appearance of the strsam,
e abradiug ice constanily adds glacisr dust to the water which flows frouw it,
Turning Is<t at this wrail jozetion, a very sasy wallk down the fiat floorod oan-
yon brings one to Twoluime lisadows,. Neayr the point whers Rafferty Creek flows
into the iyell Fork, fhg hiker should ford the latger stroam, climb over the low
divida, and then ford the Dena Fovk. This brings one direetly to the Tuolumnme
Hik!:-'lrs‘ Jamp and saves several miles of walking, necsssitated if a foot bridie
is ‘cored for. The other altarnative in the way of trails between Boothe Lake
ard Tunlumne leadows 1s the route down Rafferty Greek. This is a more direct
trail and should be ysed if time is of prime consideration. 4

FINOHES OF THE MOUNTAIN SUMMITS

: Most mountain climbers are acquainted with the unique Leucostiote or
Rosy Finch, which they meet on the bare, rocky passes above timber line. Rer-
haps fewer olimbers recognize the fiach found at the ed.e of the timber belt
in the hichest of the vhite bark pines. The Cassin Purple -Pinch is the largest
of the three Sierra finches with strawberry colored heads, and it is found at
higher altitudes than the other two. :

. At ths present time, little groups of the birds are to-be ssen at Dama
lisadows and the Tioga Pass at an altitude of 10,000 feet. The male birds have
bright crimson erowns, that are apparently more '"squared off" than are the
erowns of male California Purple Finches. The breast and rump also are pale
pink, The femalss ars dark brown above, and the under parts are dirty white
with brown streaks, The Tioga Pass birds were feeding on grass seeds when ob-
served on Aujusi 10.

DO DADDYLONGLEGS DRINK?

The gsason is certainly dry when the dsddylonglegs are put to drink-
ing red ink! :

: Every ni ht after the lantern is lighted, I am visited by half a dozen
or more of these long les;ped striders, who s2om to be attracted by the laniern
and appear to enjoy rmimning over everything in =ipht,

Several nijhts ago, I noticed a "daddy" strolling around mear my red
ink well. Be nearly ran into one gorner of it and then, reaching.up, he pulled
himself up on top and straddled the inky pool with his 9iphé slender less. He
carefully bagan to lower his body toward the orimson surface, pawing meanwhile
at the air with his feelars. Finally he struck "Water" anl broucht his fealens
up into his mouth, evidently "licking !.ls chops" to see how he liked it. The
rasult ssomed satisfactory, for he lowerad his body down o that it barsly
touched the surface and remained in thia position for several minutes.

ﬁhi;l.a_pa_ was thus engaged, another of the same spnuiea- came along and
bumped into him. Now there were two! Tha new arrival was bent on "jumping the
claim”; so the original discoverer rather meekly withdrew to ons corner of the
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back and forth as thomm had a napikin and was wiping his mouth. _ﬁﬁ. ha Aidn
appaar to” gat drunk nor -:l’id: he curl up .anﬂ die.

;- he follnwing night no ad.vantmrs clirhed tha wall to aample my inle,
and I thoucht it best not to record the incident - it does sound rather stretch
but the noxt m;aht broy.ht the whole tribe back aﬁ&_ln. No less’ than five daddy
ltm:;t&gs #limfed.dp on §0p and with their total forty Iéﬁ,s all tangled up %risd
ta dfink all at onea. ‘Ong legwould move~slichtly and that wodPd:stimnlate the

: P- thirty-nige 4o actidnl 'ﬁhree of theifive fi:nally manazed &5 Monepnlize: .

_h_ﬁthé'mll-., while the other two tried vail y to break in. Whether the ink prin-
‘eiple' is harmful, neutral, or bYeneficial is still a mystery.-Thm. M. Harlow, Ram

EXCEPTICNAL AUGUST BIRD R’EC{EBE
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4 Ak ‘.J:m nonth of A.ugast i“n the Yosamite "Ihlley is usually a pnur buﬂ. no
in i-agard to the number of spdcies noted. This year,, Howdter, - just the opposit
“i8 thé case. Every two-hour §iining wallsduring: the ‘#ibst twelve days of ‘the
month brought to ‘our attention at least thirty d.iﬂarent sp&cms of birds. Tu
Guriny these morning walks over furt:,r species were noted. Forty different spe
of birds im 3 two-hour walk is as’ ‘miany 46 ‘ond eduld exphet to-seevin the very

= Jhﬂiﬁht ef the bird .season. Differﬂ t morning walks hﬂrou,z_;ht different specias
el by awust 1273 miany ad#¥xty-three had been recorded. Sixty-th

 H-a remari=ble mhar,,ﬁwn it is considered  thit. £ifty-five was the best pre

.Vious- record for -the full month of Augvst. £ ‘study of the birds listed wopld
~at,once convince the bird student that the long strétch of dry weather was in
_.r':nst part rsspﬂnszhla vfur the axcartioml mmbar of birﬂu this month.
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SEDUR. E‘lan’ta may alsp meet :ifr;r si#uations by storing watsr in fle's}m leaves.
..-Ga,_..e ﬁb& reprasentative of this ‘gamus is Sed unidcre, the Eﬂssy*ﬁt&naarnp. The
- -.Iuspnﬂ.iqa counterpart is Sedum obtusatum. ‘ Both species spread mos&-like on the
L b;mum with thick 13&1:&5 ami yallow. blassum. '.Eha. siar:a furm is common on 0

. ARTEMISIA or Vormwood is %I@ﬁﬂ ‘bﬂ:ter, arc-ﬁtic pLgmt. “The- typical western
.. HPﬂmtatl“ is .H_QME\ T ﬁb,g.ata. of. Saggbrush, and the Prevailing Beach
. Vormwood on Cape Cod is commonly kndvm as” Dusty. Mil'l.ar vArtemisia stellerianal
b __!Ihe dense . £33 woopl which .,oviai-s* these ;ﬂemts as-a:.ats in rataining moisture s

H'H-‘Elﬁ thew to grow in a,x-::aat"ingly dry situations. The Dusty Miller is often
= uaad, ag.a. hq;ﬂaz plant in.Capgq Cod gardenms and, a'lt.hnu@ introduced from Asia,
- has taker naturally to. shnd Besches: These peT renpuials are dominint wherever :
-, grow and sttract. uore afs nﬁnﬁ"q& their whitened fouage than they do by thedl
"*, . less shbwy yellowish 'flu-wgrs, Bitter cuncuctmns wére made frnm these plants
by ths settlers. e

ROBINIA PﬁEHDD—.&G.&Hn. iha Gmmn Incust, or False cacia s nama& for Jehn

Robin and~his son Vespasian, who first ‘cuttivated the “locust trea in-Burops. |
o anlumst ‘.l,-:ﬂrad. the. trﬂﬂfﬁg! *ﬂ;a fra.;raﬁﬁ white flowers and its value as an orn
mental tred. - This may be the reason that it was. carrisd to Yosamite and also
Cape .Cod. Ta find it growing in both places wherever the early-homesteaders
cated and since thoaa times it has est=blished 1tself in‘waste flaces. 1t pre
to be durable as a fence post. Ome 0ld farmer saiff that it would last a hunds
years. He knew that it would as he had. tried it’ ssﬂr::al times. The coast el

found it usafnl in ship. building.
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ULLUS AMERICANA. Xf we think of the Common Locust as a homsstead tree, we can
think of the Elm as a street tres. The American Elm was introduced as a villags
shade tree both in Yosemite and on Caps Cod. Its wide-spreading branches make
it particularly suitabls for this Purposs, and it seems to thrive in its new home.
Why the troe did not find these localities of its own aceord is rather pazzling.
Possibly these glaciated areas were so remote that the tres had not had time to
get there. BSuch trees as the hickories, beeches, birches, and the chestnut (Cas-
lanes dentata) are not mative to the Yosemite or Cape Cod, and with the exception
0f the Gray Birch on Cape Cod have not found their way to these regloms. Is it
because they will not grow there or because they have not been introduced? It

-’}a eertainly not bvecause they are shy of the mountainé or of the lowlands nor is
it because they are not of general distributions

WIND BLOWN TREES. Ome example in the Yosemite is the Jeffrey Pine (Pinus ponder-
Q8a var. jeffreyi Vasey] on top of Sentinel Dome. It grows at a higher and
bleaker altitude than the true Western Yellow Fine.- The typical Cape Cod ever-
kreen, and only pine, is the Pitch Pine (Pinus ripida): It also is able to yrow
in dry, exposed areas and responds to the wind by wrowing to the leeward and at
- Other times forms deep carpets. Both of these pines are three nesdled with
scales of the conés bearing a short prickle. It is the same force at work that
distorts them. The prevailing wind blows up the Sah Joaguin, and a southwester
prevails from the Atlantic, Near timber line in Yosemite the Sierra Juniyer
(Jumipsrus occidentalis) becomes much gnarled and stubby. The only Juniper on
Capye Cod 1s ths Red Cedar (Juniperus wiriiniana), which occurs occasionally near
. 0ld dwellings and was probably introduced to the lower part of the Cspe. Unlike
. Ats western namesaka, it does not venture into exposed situations but simulates
1t by never growing into a forest, instead remaining alone and independent. (It
dogs form thickets in other parts of Massachusetts and New England, especially in
old, abandoned pastures].

POFULUS TREMULOIDES. The Quaking As en is onme of the first broad-leaved trees to
march out into the open meadows of the Yosemite rim. Its trim greenish-whi te
bark and leaves, which tremble in the slightest breeze ars sure to attract atten-
tion. The tree is not found in the Valley yet grows in light, open areas on Cape
Cod. Is the fact that so many Cape Cod plants are found in the High Sierras amd
not in the Valley where the elevation is about 4000 feet due to the latitude? Is
It is doubtful if such an explanation is sufficient, as this species ran_.es from
‘Hudson Bay to Mexico. The tw other poplars of Cape Cod grow around ol! houses
and were brought in by the settlers, the Silver-lsaved Poplar (Populus 2lba) be-
ing introduced. for its shade and the Balm of Gilead {g;yuiug balsamifoara) for the
medicinal qualities of its sticky buds. The Silver Poplar is the mot wide-apread
of the Cape Poplars and has spread widely by its roots about old house lots: The
Blagk Cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa) is the most conspiduous poplar along the
rivers in the Yosemite and neighboring valleys. It has a slight varnish on its
. buds, which reminds one of the fragrance of the Balm of Gilead. Black Cottonwood
thickets are guite similar to ths Silver Poplar yroves of the Lane, sxcept shat
the latter grow in dry situations.

ALDER. 'The common Alder of Case Cod b Alnus rlcosa of the Sudoth ildet. e Yo
semite relative is Alnus rhombifolig or the White-alder, The interestin, sUrpriss
to a New Englander is to find an Alder which is a tres 30-80 fect hich, for Yo
him all alders ars shrubs. However, in the yards of Dr. Fred Canady and Captain
Howe at Wellfleet on Cape Cod there are Alder Trees. Thees trees are not Dajive
but ¢ame ashore in the wreck of the British ship Franklin about 1870.

OTHER PLANTS common to both localities are Brome Crass,which grows in axgesdingly
dry situations; the Eagla Fern or Erachen (Ateris agquilina} being commonsst ip

both places; certain Bur-reeds (Sparpanium] and Pond weeds (Potamoreton)of undg.
towminad s—mrian- Pire Weed [Epilobium aurustifoliwn) y and ShHadbush.







