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This & one « 2 series of builetins igsued ﬂ'cm tire to time far the
inf&rmatiun of those interested in the natural his to v and scisntific features

of the park and the'educational opportunities the nark affords for the study of
these subjects.

Utilization of “hese ‘tulletins by thtse receiving them to the end
that the information contained therein mipght be as extensively distributed &8
possible will be appreciatud. : :

We B. lewis, Superintendent - = %0

YOSEMITT WUSEUL CORMERSIONE LAID

: " The new home of the Ym emite Nature Guide Service is under comstruc-
tion, ; ;

Cn Novanber 16, 1924 the Yosemite Village as formally dedicated and
the Yosemite Museum cornerstone laid. WNinety invited guests o tie Natiom1l
Fark Service and the Amerisan Assccis tion of Ms eums were present to witness
the advent of the nev Yosemite. Director Stephen T. Mather and Suserinten dsnt
Ws B Lewis in dedicstilon adéresses openad the ceremonies before tie completed
Administration Buildiag. The crowd then mow ed top the mearby site of the x.-usem,
whers Directar lMather introducer Chief Naturalist Ansei 7. Hall, whowith fitting
speech laid the cornerstone,

Mr, Hall, who is uxeputive agent for the Americsn Association of M. |
seums, welctmed the guests in the name of the association uwﬂ s;pre.:sad hig rew
gret that tle honor of laying the cornerstime o the firsi na%ionzl park mussum
ceuld not fsll upon one of the directa s of the Laura Spsllman Rocksfelley Mee
morial, since it was ihey who made passible the zapid development of <durca+onal
work in the parkss He toid how the Yosemite Museum has its beefnning ssrayal .
years ago 2nd how it was dsveloped through the enthusiastic cocparailon of Tisit-
ors. It should be said that Mr. Hall hinself was the guiding influence which
festered this .ublic interest.



In 1923 it became apperent that the collectims of the museum ware
much too valuaple to risk longer in tke old woodsn sfru¢ture in whisir ihey ave
displeyed, Fuarthermore, the educational work of the Yiremite Naturs Guide Sir=
vice rescred such proportions that added facilities wery essential to adegus .2
service to the pubiic., A lgrge fireproof structure was DEceSSST{.

A3d from-thefovernment vas out of the question, so tentative plams far
.such & permenent structure were dr-afted , snl vith these as & tafis 8 csurpaicn
for fusds were launshed. Substsniial donations were veciived from Mr, anl W8,
Harry Feencl: Kniecht, Mr. and Mrs., Edward 4, Oviatt, Mr, Ha' Evarts, tle Yosomite
National Park Company, arnd othrers., Then came tlie recognition frum the dmerican
Assosiation of Museums. Mr. Chauncey J. Hamlin, president of thedssomiatiicn,
brought the urgent nee¢ for national parks musevrs befae the Nationmal Raercatio
Conference, the National Park Service, and the Ex rd of Trusiees of tae Leura
Speliman Rockefeller Memoriasl. This last named .pdy of men saw £it to greaw
$75,000 for the purpose of constructing the Yoser ite Mussum to be ereotad under
ths direciion of the American Associstion of Muse zis, . To this generority tie
Naticnal Fark Service and the thousands of visitc s who come in ever linmereasing
numbers .marvel at and enjoy Yosemite's wonders sre indebted. The true message
of the Great National Park may now be delivered to all of the hundrede of thoi~
sands who will resort to the natural wonder of the Sisrras.

The new museum should bte ready for cceuprmnecy May 1, 1925.

"~ RARE BAT TAKEN IN YOSEMITR

Cn Fovember 12 Mr. William Reynann found & huge bat hanging from a low
1iub of a tree near the Merced River in Yosemite Valley, The animal was stiff in
death snd had apparently succumbed to the odd, At ttre Yosemite !luseum the speci-
men was identified as the California Mastiff Dat, Eumps gslifornicus,

The species was first found av Alhamvrs, Los Angelss County, Califarnia
and described by C. Hart Merriam in 1690. Apparently, it is a rare form, found
in California in winter only. To the writer's imowledge no record of tlhis bat's
seourrence at a point farther morth than Yosemite has beén made. & flying mam-
mal with s twenty-inch spread of wings is a remarksule criature, and only its
rarity can account for its being noted so ssldom. 5

A UNIQUE FOOD FROM MONO

“hile wa consider the attractlons and commodities ~hat induced the Yo-
gemite Indians and the Monos -to open avenues of trade between their opposed terri=-
tories so naturally separated by the great ridge of the Sierrts, we must not sli
 the entomological delicacy Ka-cha-vee.  This added article of ancient commerce
care from the saline waters of Mono Leke in the form of a pecuiiar insect pupa.
4 species of fly breecs in Mono lake in rrest numbers, Any late summer visitor
at the lake must be inpressed with the great dark ridpes zlong the shore, made up
of ‘irillions of bodies of the undeveloped insects, which kave hatched in tlke lske
and besn cast in windrows upon the sands by the waves.'

Early explorers in the Great Msin country noticed the abundance of the
unusual creatures in the several salty k ke: eszst of the Sierras snd, in ome in-
stances, chronicled their abservatlons in their journals. Gemeral J, C. Fremont
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in his "Report of the Second Exploring Eypedition to Oregon ard Northem Gals
fornia", 1843-1844, remarks on the abundance of thke insects and the siove BIrGd
that congregate to feed upon them. He gives this further information:

: Mhen traveling - - - - in company with Mr, Joseph Walxer, an 0ld
hunter, I wes informed by him that, waendering with a party of men in a moumtain
country east of the great Califarnis range, he surprised a party of several
Indian families encammd near a small sait lake, who abandcned their lodges at
his approach, lesving everything behind them. Zeing in a starving copdition,
they were delighted to find in the absndoned lodges a number o skin bags con=
taining a gquantity of what sppeared to be fish, dried and pouanded. On
this they made a heart pper &nd vere gathéring around an abundant breakfast
the nert morning when ir. Wal<er discovered that it was with these, or a similar
worm, that the bags had been filled. The stomachs of the stout trappers were
not prolf egainst their prejudices, and the repulsive food was suddenly re jecteds!

Galen Clark, who began studying the locazl Indians in 1857, knew of the
Indian trade that wss carried oa scm ss the surmit o thefierra and records EKa-
oha' ~vee, Mono Lake "Worms", as ons of the articles of trade., According %o Clark
the insects formed an important dish at every feast. :

In 1862 Sanuel Clemens disengaged himself from his Nevads mining enters
prises long enough to joummey to the weird Mono lake region to view for himself
the uscanny ghenomena described by the Comstockers who had visited the tlace.

In "Roughing -It" he sketches our subject in & style nearly as accurate as it is
humorous : : o

"There are no fish in ¥ono Lske, no frogs, no smakes, no pollivogs, -
ncthing, in fsct, that goes to maxe life cesirable. Millions of wild ducks am
gea gulls swim about thke surface, but no living thing exists under the surface
grcept a white, feathery sort of yorm one-half inch long, wrich looks lixs a bit
of wiite threcd frayed at the sides. If you dip up a gallon of water, youwill
get about 15,000 of these. They give to the vater a sort of grayish white appear-
snce. Then, there is a flywhich looks something like our huuse fly. These séet=
{le on the beach to eat the worms that wash ashore, and any time you can Sée
there a billion of flies an inch deep and six feet wide, ami this belt extends
clear arousd the lake, a velt of flies one hundred miles long. If you thxtw'a
store smong them, they swarm up so thick that they look dense like & cloud. You
can hold them under water as long as you please., Thsy do not mind it; they are
only proud of it. ‘hen you let them go they pop up to the surface as dry as a
petent office report aréd walk off as wconcernmedly as if they had bean educated
especially with & viev to afford an instructive antertainment to man in that
particuler way. Providence lesves nothing to go by chance. 411 things have thei 2
uses and their part and sropr place in Nature's economy. The ducks eat tha
flies, the flies eat the worms, and Indians eat all three."

The old files of newspapers of that once importsnt ci ty Bodie, Cali-
fornia can ue depended upon to yield accounts of any oarly day agtivities o DMono
Lake. The August 7, 1880 number of the Bodie Daily Free Fress contains an se-
gount of Fiuts sguaws harves+ing "grubs" at Monp. The wave washed pupa2 were
scooped into large piles vi th buskets, ard tie smelly mass alloved to dry tho-
roughly. 'hen dry, they vers rubbed, which procedurs removed heuds, tails, legs,
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. ete, After further drying, they were packed for winter use. Vhite miners of

the Mono reeton sometimes made use of them, grinding the tiny bd ies with flour
and frying the sskes so forzed.

e Mrs. Fannie Crippen Jones, once of the famed 3arnard's Yo emite HatEL
described to the writer a trip she made in 188z with 2 ladgr guest at Barmardis
Horsl to Mono for the express purpose of witnessipg the Mono Indiams harvest-
jinz-this strang-p'r_-'.rng of the lske, The journey was made in the saddie via the
old Mono Trail., Ax the ks murerous Momo squows were busy with basket 00008,

'trPn.:ft.—.r'mn- the white fosm ¢f the shoreline apd its coutained nlgrvae’ to platss

formg - built of strips of bark, Dn these. platfﬂrrm drying wss accanplished, pre-
lLiminary tc furtker preparstiion.

At the present time Yosemite visife s hear & this strange food tnrough
ratvers guides sud the Yosemite Imsemn, The Yosemite trive no longer exists fo

Amport the finished articls and but few of the Mono Indiens now prepasre 1t

Like many other primitive foods, Ka-cha'-vee is revlscec by came- goods f the
whita mena, snd even the sutomebile road to llono dues not make accessible the
sight of Indians pathering "worms",
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The month startec off as thwgh 8 heavy winter hed besun, ORedn and
snow fell on the fourth end fifth and again on the el ehth and minth., Yosemite
Falls sprang into life onos more, znd the Merced River tose a foobs After 1t
all clesrec sway, the re wire many golden isaves in the osks amd cutomﬂuds,
gnd meny days of fair westher. Ii seemec {hat there might remaln a shoy
gutumn colox &% the end of the months Then one of those rare winds from ﬁ'-e
north swept down Tensva Unmyon, aml tha polden lsaves alur.-g ri4h the green
lesves of the Arder were shoken to the zarih, -Even the plres. and oa thée hifher
levels the firs, cowered the forest floor with crisp browm noedi=zs, 4% the
gl Of the month all desciducus trees vore. leafless save for a few in shel tersed
situatlions; to these a few lesves still clung,.

Encouraged b the rain and warm u shine sveet wild grasses spread
8 fairy carpet under the osks on the no th side of the Valley. - There, t00,

millions of annuals have heard the false vt is_;.:ar of spring =md are subting forth
second lesves.

innuals and perennials on the grast *rallﬁsurrmﬁc‘img the Valley are '
slowing fresh green leavas. :

To the leafless #lder boughs delicate catkins sre hung, Hrds, bear,
et deer still pather fran the sarth the remsins of the bontiful acorn harvests
Ike pine trees heve openec their cones, and thevw inged seed hove foupd the
earth whers Futhatches, Clickedees, Furple Finches, znd Dousles Sguirrels search
for t}lﬂ‘r'-h-" Enid LH.G;’JE'B'C‘.;
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