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PIFE WUT HARVEST

then Kajor Savage and his Mariposa Battalion entered Yosemite Valley
: l.ﬂ.hmrﬂ".l., 1851, they found but one decrepit sguaw, too f2able to more than
grawl undsr a "mbe siab of granite. However, nuserous regently r;rvauuated.
Intizn ledges were evident, and with tham Were large ezches of Indian prnvl—
‘gions. In Bunnell's "Discovery of the Yosemite" we find the first degorip-
tions of Yosemite Indian foods as they were before the Yosemite tribe was in-
fluenged by white men.

: Most important uf thaca EU-DIJ.E,‘LIIE]. foods was the acorm of the Blopk
ﬂ.d._., which has alrsady been considered in "Hature Wotes". But another product
of loosl trees made up 2 big part of the Indisn stores, i. e., Plnon pine matis,

- o tie invading white men,if not to the Yosemites, the pine nuts wers of great-

&Y dmpoitance than were tbe georns, The acorn jelly, even after laboricns
Indian methods of preparation, was unpslatable to the discoverers of Togemita,

while the pine mats, on the other hand, were rich snd deliecious und only =

quired eracking so be ready for consumpiion, . S
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These nuts were of two kindz: +hose cuming from the Pinon Ploe
{Pirus monoukylla), vhich grows on the cact eidge of the Sierrss, and the
somewhat larger aubs from $he Dleser Ping (Bipns cabtinisns). Thic last
named pive grows comaonly fn the foothills wost of ‘he Sierras and iz fopnd
hara ena taers as high as 4,000 feel above ssa leveli. Ino the gzeyon gf the
Notood % speciss is last seenm at T3 Porgsl. It is usually noted by Toromite
vieitors, for it is the first conifer mah in coming o Yoremite from ths w2zt
155 hasit of growth is remarkable in that the brunk usnaliy divides into soves
al ssoondary trinks about twenty feet frem the sround. These secordary trurks
&% Tirst grow away from one arother and toen extend upward, formming individual
CTomms arnd giving 2 broom~shapsd sfvuciurve to-the tren, The nocdles are long
aid slandar and gray=grgan in edlor. It is ussless for the traveler to sook
4 ©20l resting spot on the sim-baled Slopes vpon which Digeer Pines grow, for
the sun's rays strike through the necdle tufos as bhough no resistsnce were
offered by them, The shaso of & Digger Pine ig rgf at a3l indulpent, Tha -~
“Gones ars Jarge and extremely heavy with pitch. Woo unts the pate tpon whiah
one of these leadan projectiles may £all. Bach soale terminatos-in & morden
ous down~-curying hook of flinty consistenay.
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< °AF the time of harvest, the Indiians climbed the trees and beat the
congs from their svpporiing ifwbs, of perhapy cut off entire limba, if thsy.
chanced t0 be especiaily fruitful, Squaws then picked thom 9p aud roasted
thesm until the soalas wonld spread so thal the muts could be beaion oubs. Digs
ger Pine puts dve hard sheiled, ’ A4 heimer' stond was aeedsd t07orack thom, gnd
for that reason they were less deésirable then the Pimon Pife mt of the east
ﬂlﬂ]}&- ur . .

fajen Clark, who best Imew the habits and methods of the Indians of

the Yosemiie region of the pericd before the hourista game, is subhority for
tha statement that the Pincn Pine nut was imported from the oast sids of tha
Sierras. Acoording to Clarle, these nuts formed an imhortant arviscie of barter
between the trites of the lono Loke region ard the ¥osemitss. To vhe writeris
knowledge no pine tree of the specles Einus monowhella grows on the west side

— Of the Bierras in the region of Toselite, wifth the exzeption 0f = sinzle spaui-
men found in Pate Villey on the Tuoiumne. Tt is believed that ‘Pate Valley was
anmually oscapled by Piutes from the Great Basin country. “Possiely this single
tree was iubroduced by their hands. Gince this tree will grow theré, it suems
remarkabie Ghat other Spscimens Wave mot Spront up 3n other sechions of the
wasiern slops ‘to which the séeds wers introduced through inter—tribal barjer.

The desert ranges of the Grest Busin are liuverally clothed with Pingn
Pines. As one approaches a forest of these dminutive trees, one is impresssd
Weith the idea that the hillside has beesn blackensd by buwming. ©loser soprcach
Teveals the black mass to be aa unbroksn growth of Pincns. Adgain, as in tha
Gase of Diggsr Pines, if ors hopss to £ind refrashing shals in suoh = foreat,
diseppointment is keen. The ground under the tress is naked, and the sun bests
thxﬂugh-tha.thiﬂ-fuliaga,'its dessrt severity all upatsaied. The nsedles occur
Singly, which fact has given the spegific neme monophylla, The wegetation,

— as 2 vhole, is gray.green, throueh which the blaci trak and the limps shaw



readily enoughs 4 full-grown tree is sbout fiflesa feet "igh awid pnr
govers an ares, the dismeter of wiich eguals the height. The comes are hut
o inches 1ong, but the nuts contained in them are o0 Epod sizs The small
gize of the treg makwes it possibile to gathar the cones without ﬂluﬂhlng the
tree. The cones are beaben with poles from the trees, gathered in heaps.
and govered with brush. The brush cover is thea fired, and ths oones thus
sufficiently rossted to rerove the heavy pitsh which seals cavities between
the soales in which the nuts are containad, Affer roasting, the cones are
sunbaked, and then the nuts are threshed out. They sse atoul ope-half an
ineh long and a guarber of an inch in diameter. The shells are thinm, ard
it is not difficult %o remove them with the finzers. Tha kernels are very
white {(brown after theoroush roasting) end most deliciousg. At the praseni
time, the ruis msy be purchased in every cendy store in Nevada, oSmall
rnpder thai early explorers fell upon the Indian storss of this particiular
food with avidity.

John Muir in "Steep Trails™ has described the Indisn harvesy of
pine rmts as he witnessed it in Nevada in 187E. The Piuse harvest in fhat
Tegion 18 not unmlike the harvest of the lono Piutes, and a part of Mair's
desoripvion is here quotad:

"hen the croo is ripe the Indians make ready their long beating-
poles; baskets, bags, rags, mats, are gotien together, The squaws gui among
the setilers at service, washing and érudging, assemble at the family buisj
the men leave their ranmh works all, old amd young, are mwounted cn ponies,
and set off in great glee to the nuf lands, forming cavalcades cuslously
picturesgue. Flaming scarfs and calico skirts siream loosely over the ymot-
ty ponies, usually ftwo squawe gstride of each, with the gmall baby midgess
bandazed in baskebs lung on their backs, or balanced upon the saddle-low,
vhile the nut-baskets and water-jars project from either side, apd the long
beating-poles, like old~fashioned lances, argle out in every direciion.

mirrived at some central vpoint already fized upon, whers water and
grass is found, the squaws with basksls, the men with poles, asuend the ridies
t0 The laden trees, icllowef by the children; beating Legins wiih Loul moise
erd chatter; the burs fiy right =nd ieft, lodging againsi sliones and sage-
brush: the scoaws and children gather them with fine matural giadness; smole-
aplonms speedily mark the joyful scsne of their labors as tne roagtinm-fires
are kindled; and, at night, sssembled in circles, garrulous as jays, the firss
grand nui feast begins., Safficien’ gusntities are thus obtalred in a few woeks
to last all winfar."

WIHTER ROBIWS FROi THE NORTH

Since the second w&ek of October mamerous robin-like birds have
cansed Tosemite visitors and residents $o make inguiry a5 1o thg.ﬁnenum¥y of
the newcomers. They are seen singly or in small flocks about fe wilizge
street, in the oeccupisd camps, aad throughout the anﬂm—blan?eﬁ#i wvalles Tn
ganaral appearance. they remind e of=the deparsed robins; Hoierer, fh&y ate
gitite obvicusly different from the familisr robins, First of sil, vhere is
& unigus shyness sbout them., Ewven with the hardicap of the snomy cover that
clothes the trees and covers the ground, these birds have a way of silently
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disappearing befors your very eves. Thsn, too, when one chtains a clear view
of tham, it is spparent that the markings and coloration are not like a robin's.
Their brassts are orange yeilow. Some have a hlack bard across vhe braass,
gsome a slaty tard, omd others apparently have no band at all. Those with the
very black sollar srs males, thoss with a slaty collar are famsles, =nd taose
a8 scem 40 izck the collar are young fem=les. 411 kave an orzngs sSripe be-
hind thegye. :

Four common rames have been given thsse winter wisitors: Winte™;Bobi
Alaska Robin, Oregon Robin, and Varied Throsh. &% this season tney ars -1301-‘_-.1"_'1
vom folifornia to Southern Alaska. They nest in the mountaing from nmoriaesn
Czlifornia to the extreme northern limits of the spruce foreshs of .lagka. - E-Ir.,
Fuertes, the aritist, says that tke spre he héeard ir _laska was: "mosy uxl‘.‘.qf'.i._ ard
Inysterious, apd may be hdard Sn tha deep, s%ill spruce forosts for a greal dlss
tauce, beirg very loud ang wonderfclly pematraliing. I% is a gingle long-aruwm.
ncte, attered in saversl diferenty keye, some of %he high pitched ones with a
strong vibrant trill, ZEach note grows okt of ncbhing, swells to & fu11 tore
then fades sway o nmothing, uniil one is carried swsy with the myssericus :i't::r:.g;.r
When heard nearby, as is seldem possible, the pore yed resonant gualisy of the
note makes cae thyill with g stracee feeling, ard is as periectly the woioe of
the eool, dark, peateful =oilivde which the bird chooses for its home as Sould
ba imsgined.?

VALITABLE HI.E'.-‘.‘DHI‘-’JAL RELICS TONATED 70 YOSEMITE

Waore ‘.rhml ope h-.mﬂreﬂ. articles of great historical ‘nmyerest were this
mopnth demated o the Tceemive Musswm Dy liro, Fannie Crippen Jones of Harced.
Urs. Jongs, a deughter of Mra. J. ¥, “nrnaLd, who with Mr, Barpard opsrated ¢
fomaug Bamarf";‘s Fnsemite Hatel In the 70%s amd 83%s. has for years Gherished
cared for innurerabla ohjects of interest to Yosemite enthusiactis. Leszase she
yet loves thz Yoremilte of her girlhood, Mrs, Junes has fieely given her prized
Keopaakes that visiicrs of 4his day af motor transporiation may visualize the
mmite of Fhe pilovesr peripd.

Ineladas in the B*:.r'n x4 nollselicn are a scors OF MOTE phcr ug‘,’*éph& of
Yosemite plonéers suck as James Lemon, J. M, Hntchings, lambark ot Dook, B,
and Mes, J. K, Jarrard, Mark L. Noford, Leldig. and many others who d @i, nr.!_.ﬂ_}". _
mare the Yosemite Ezm‘l.m. Cil paintings, pasiels, snd watel Gulor paintiage Ny
O« Da BAbinzon, fiy P, Borion Cumming, and C. Fasersloeen, wade 4n the-eariy
are highly pr:,znti beaause of their historisal iatsres’ ani trae arld 7alue,
Thers are 2lso meny photographs of Yossmide seenes by Spo noved photcgrapnens
Fizxe and Maber In the eoilsation. Garefully Kepk sorap trcrcms mﬁda by Hrsa
Barnerd and Mre, Crippen Jonss, meke 1% possible to filloeeriain gaps 21 the
history of YosemiSe. 4 dosen old wolumes pettaining o a-ﬂl.‘hf-}xnid i gewaral
and Yoesamite in varticular were ohiaired for the Mather Library In the Yosemite
Huseum, Fine specimens of Yosanite Indianm baskets, cbiained in the days of
Barnard!s activity, viere donsted by Miss Ieya Crippea Bell, In addision to the
Barnard oollecticr, other historical material was ohtained fzom irs. Ticlaite
Crippen Bell, Dr. J. O, Snith, Mz, .:.nd iire. Geg. Oommay, ‘811 of Merced: Walter
MeolLean, Caﬂltmi.lla and Bruac.-}u Bxuthars Cornlterviilie,

-nd4'|-| o s =






