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YOSEMITE TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION
IN THE GAY NINETIES
By Homer W. Wood, Publisher

Porterville Evening Recorder
Porterville, California

y "GE-[ thera or bust" was the pop-

flor expression of people golng to
fosemile Valley in the gay nineties,

: heﬂler by heorsebock, "lootback,"

goy, WOgon, of st-:::qecnclch

warly everyene ond the road then
Ahrough Mariposa and Wawona was
| distonece of 125 miles. By stage-
-:',r::r:rch it woa 2% doys, Wawona be-
Ing the principal overnight stopping
| point and stoge station where stages
ware kept in repair and horses well
fed. By horse and buggy or wagon
the time wos gbout the some or a
| littls more with different parties. By
horseback or foot it depended on the
‘amount of reduction of mileage by
the use of trails.

. No obnoxicus cutomobile homs
Wwere hecrd In those days. Freight
woz houled by four., six-, elght-, or
len-norse teams or mule teams, with
plenty of dust, The lead horses wore
belle to warn travelsrs coming the
other wery of the donger of passing
ot different points. The bells were
muaic for all.

While: "Yosemite or bust” was
frequently heard among  travelers,
there was also o populer song of
ihe gay nineties applicable to thoss
who fraveled on foot, some of the
wards of which were:

“"He hasn't awing
And he can't even sing
But he geis there
Just the same,”

Yes, the going on fool was tough
but highly enjoyvable jusi the same.
It woz my plecsure when gulte
voung to wolk from Merced o Yoo
semite cmd back In August and
September 1595, With me was a
voung man in his sarly twenties who
had been raised in Mariposa County,
Ed H. Gresn. Accomponving us and
doing the work of carrving the camp
equipags was o donkey, the same
noble type which helped the sarly-
day miners find the geld that made
meony rich, We walked it from Mer-
ced in 4% dovs by reducing the
mileage to perhaps 100 miles by the
use of troils, or just shortculting
through the mountains. Signal Peak
was used to good advantoge in
keeping our bearings. From Mari-
posa we went to the old famonz gold
mine known as Hite's Cove, on the
South Fork of the Merced River, From
there it was by trail or no trall cwer
the high dividing ridge to the moin
tork of the Merced River. Following
up the river as far as we could we
found it impossible to confinue by
that route into the valley, so we
climbed the mountains where thers



m I a mmmmlv di-
rottian, coming inte the old Wawona
road near Forl Monroe,

There wers no noational park super-
intendenis, noturalists, or tongers
in Yosemite in 1895, They coms
later. In the mecntime, one or more
componies of cavalry esoldiers
quarded the natlonol pork since
1891, the wvear following itz esiob-
lishment, They came from the Pres-
idic ot San Francisco ocnd made
hecdquarters af Wawong, then not
o part of the park.

Since the "davs of gold,” the peo-
ple of Mariposo County and others
had made Yosemite Valley and the
surrounding mountoing their summer
playground. When in 1890 the pork
wirs created by act of Congress and
cifter the soldiers come; there wos
sirong ressntment, People felt as
though liberties were lost, since hunt-
ing grounds were taken cway, fish-
ing restricted, ond dogs not allowed,
While it did not seem right to the
people who mode their homes in
Mariposa ond  adiacsnt  countles,
they gradudlly become used to it
later redlizing that the park meont
conservabon ond plaovarounds for
all, resulting in cn asset to the near-
by countizs and allowing millions of
people under proper rules and regu-
lations to see the gorgsous, beautiful
handiwark of God.

The "roaring camps’ of the placer
gold mines made famous by Mark
Twain, Bret Horte and others, grod-
ually disappeared in the esightles
and ninelizs, whils quortz mining de-
clined to o large extent as some
mines "petered out"" Others are still
running, however, and it looks as
though dzep mining of gold-bearing
quartz rock always will continue.
Ghost towns are lasting monuments
o the acld rush days.

It was =il the old West in the gay
nineties, but the new Wast was

ushered in with the turn of the cen-
tury cnd during the “noughly
noughis."” With the new West came
olled roads, cement highways, aulo-
mabiles, outo stages, and trucks as
we se2 them today.

While horses were preferred, walk-
ing with o donkey waos not uncom-
men during the first few yecrs of
the existence of Yosemite Neotlonal
Pork. Then eome bloveles in increas-
ing numbers. When money was
scarce it was easy o borrow o don-
kev. These onimals haod many
friends. They were even honored by
Mark Twain., He named o hill near
his cabin not far from Sonora Jack-
ass Hill."

A donkey con corry comp equip-
age for two in the mountains. He is
easier cared for thon horse or mule
cnd is not so particular about his
diet.

Indicms were maore numarc:-us in
Yosemile Valley in the ninelies than
now. We were reminded of it when
they stole our bacon and flour fram
our camp near Bridalvel]l Fall on the
dery we went to Glacier Point.

With o little monev to buy more
bacon we continued fravel {0 polnis
of interest in the pork and back to
Weorwono We had te travel on short
rations because hunting wos not al-
lowsd in the park, the seme then as
now, From Glacier Polnt we went to
Crescent Lake where h=shing was



necar Glacier Polnl there was al
time a trall south for o few miles
. From there we had to pick our
py through the wilds, From dilter
‘high point= we could sse Signal
; As long oz this wos: possible
was na dangsr of being lost,
gh if took us 4Y% davs to get lo
small lake. From Crescent Lake
8 13 miles almost entirely down-

hill to Weawona. ot
Ta have had a tip to Yosemite
Valley or Lake Tahoe in the ninetiss
was o mark of distinelion in these
doys. At leasl it wos something to
tolk about. And now, thonke to graot
progreas n tronsportation and rogda,
we are (hookiul that so0 many hun-
dreds of thousands of people com
enjoy these beguty spotz each year,

YOSEMITE BEAVERS AS OF TODAY
By Orthello L. Wallis, Park Ranger

£z the rays of the =eiting sun
glowed on the beaver's back, I real-
fwad how appropriately it haod been
nomed gelden beaver” The ani-
mal's fur shone with brilliont geld-
gn brown—a contrast to the lbright
summer green of streamside vegela-
tion cmd the skyaeflected hlue of
pond waters,

A medium-zized begver hod just
emerged [rom its bonk burrow and,
silently, wos swimming bock and
ferth when [ approached itz pond on
Big Creek, near the park’'s southern
boundary, during the summer ol
1850, Chmbing up onto the boank, it
snipped off o green sprig and noisily
began to ect an svening meal. A
sudden movement on my part
caused the beaver to slide into the
woter, slap its tall on the surfoce
with @ resounding "pop,” and disap-
pecr beneath the surface.

This experlence was the begmning

of an associotion with  these Yo-
szmite mammals that wos tor con-
tinua throughcout the summer omd
fall menths. I had am apportunity to
study the beavers in their early eve-
ning activitles, lo map thelr work-
ings and te record results of the dom-
aging November flocds which swept
awery all of their dams and covered
other workings deep in sond and
debris.

Beaver aclivily along Big Cresk
within Yosemite National Park was
first reporled to the naturalist stall on
February 3, 1948, by o former park
ranger — Carrie  Jocksen —of Fish
Camp. On February 20 Ralph An-
derson, adminisirative asatsteml, and
Robert Mcelntyre, then octing assist
emt pork noturalist, investgoted and
found one lorge and two smoller
dams within the pork. They wers
lesated between the boundary fence
and the confluence of the first 4ribus
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population was estlmated to conalat
of one pair of adults and young of
the 1947 seasan.

Park Forester Emil FErnst discov-
agred beaver workings in the W
wong Meadow on March 11, 1948,
Upon locking over this arec Mo
Intyre locaied two smaoll dams just
cheve the culvert on the Chowchilla
Mountoin Rood directly across the
Werwona highwery from the Weawone
Hetal (Mclntyre, 1948),

The beavers present in Yossmite
are the golden beover (Casior cana-
densds  subawratns Toaylor) which s
tvpically a bank dweller at sleva-
tions below 1,000 fset in the Son
Jomguin Valley, These rodents are
not members of the native faung of
Yosemite National Park but have
moved into the area from plantings
made outside the boundary, Accord-
ing to Grinnell, Dixon, and Linsdale
(1937:635) cmd Tappe (1942:13) there
appear o be no records of beavers
occurring on the western slopes of
the Bierra Nevada excepl where in-
troduced by mon.

Golden beovier photogrophsd immediotely aflar relecss

May 9, 1947,

Nine baavers wete planted in Big
Creek noar Flah Comp in 1844 by
the Calitormia Division of Fladh omd
Game (Melnlyre). The natural in-
crecse of these individuals resulted
in’ their sprecd into the park whers
they appear to be firmly established,

The source of the Waowona Meod-
ow beavers is unknown. They moy
have migrated down Big Cresk to the
South Fork of the Merced River and
thence upstream o the Wawona
Meadew. They may have crossed
over the hill from Big Creek to their
present location. Beavers hawve not
been discoversd slsewhers in Yoo
semite National Park.

Having received reports acnd
rumors that the beavers along Big
Cresk haod grectly increosed thei
activity cnd extended their rangs
still further down the stream, [ initi-
ated cm Investigation in July 14950,
The purposes of this study were to
determine the number ond loceation
of dams and colonies, the opprox
imole number of beavers, and to
make observations of them and their|
activities. | went also to the Wawaone |

Cowrfesy Califorwie Divition of Pk aud Gawe
in Higgine Creek, Los Padres Forest,



} Cresk enters the park al the
:"buundr:m( ot an elevaton of
irh a level mEE‘EdGW far the [irst

¥orn. The rest of iis course fol-
@ through steep granite-bound
an  or boulderstrewn canyons
et for soveral small meadows
ite the stream has leveled off for

Bl comparound. Prior lo the No-

i

miber tlocd [ plotted the locotions

it additional dams and intermil-
it ‘workings were located in the
ftlered smaller meadow areas. Ne
wer signs were noted beyond o
b park. A total of approximately 22
avers appeared o be living in
ocenters of octivity along Big

t wpstream from the conflusnce
7 Tree Cresk, o Sfoot dom cre-
an "L" shaped pond 115 yards
At this location 1 was akle to
ve the beavers on several oc-
5. Here amid on abundont
supply the animals hod dug
homes—burrows in the stream-

g ochvity usually hegon about
p.m. (dayvlight-saving time) when
L medium-sized  individual weould
merge quistly from the burrow and

e back and forth in the area.
ared this beaver to a military
nete ool ldoking over the sihis-
before informing the others that
1 I8 well.” On cccasions when we
o quiat, it would submergs short-
after appearing, Within o few mo-
ents other beavers would appear

 tho Boavers” activ- from the burrow eiiicn

nearby camal, Some anim
swim downsirecm, ofhers waﬂt up-
siream, and o few would stay n the
immedicte vicinity, but none lefl the
region of this pond.

The mumber of beovers cbserved
on each ocoasion varied slighty, By
coreful watching I was able 1o keep
track of the Individucls most of the
Hme. Beven was the largesl number
I counted at any one time: Composis
tion of this group consisled of three
large, one small, and three medium
beavers.

On August 17 two medium-sized
beavers spent considerable time ap-
parsntly Hoking the fur of sach
other's back. I was not close enough
to determine if they were merely
cleaning the other's fur or if they
were searching for parasites;

On the same evening the kit
beaver, [ollowed by a medium-
sized Individual, came cut of the
burrgw and began to awim upsirecir,
The larger beaver swom up along-
side the kit. Immediately the baby
arabbed hold of the adult's tail. It
appeared to be riding on the tail
holding on close to the bose.

The meost conspicucus products of
beaver aclivily are the dams. Along
Big Creek these had been increased
in number from the 3 ohserved in
1548 (Mclntyre) to 19,

Although it was evident that the
current hod affeclted the shape of
gome dams, the presence of lorge
boulders or islands in the creek ap-
peared to be an even greater deder-
mining focter. The beavers are guick
to utilize notural enchor points,

The longest dam, locoted [683
vards within the park, was 171 fesl
long. It congisted of three sections—
30, 39, and 102 feet long. The fHrsl
two geclioma were 5 fest high and
6 feet thick. This dam wos the larg-
est ohaerved by Mcelntvre, cisa. Wil-



low 3 feet high, Mimwiws;, mint, and
goldenrod were among the plonts
arowing out of the top of this dam,
The third section woas o low, shallow
extenslon of the other portions.

The présence of submeraed bur-
row enirances was discovered by
evidence of fan-shaped dirt mounds
which spread out under the water
from the bank into the stream. These
piles consisted of malerials dumped
ol during the excavation of the bur-
rows. Affer extendinag below the
water leve| [or a short disionce, the
burrows curved upward under the
kemk end branched into dry living
quorters and connecting subterran-
eqn posscagewoys. Thesse buarrow
syslems usually had several en-
trameces. (olden beavers rarely build
lodaes of rocks, sticks, ond mud
which are gso chorocteristic of thelr
northérn  rslatives, When burrows
cove in, the openings are covered
with guontitiss of twias and sticks,
giving the superficial oppeorance
of a begver lodge. Examples of this
adoptotion were present along Big
Cresk;

Pladp by Ralph Adernio
Begver dam on Blg Cresk, approximataly 1,000 feet inside perk boundary, Februcry 20, 1945

Although #I was impossible o
trace the course of the burmows, the
surfoce runways were readily fol
lowed. The beavers consistently
used runways through the high
herbaceous vegetation as weall as the
underaraund passages. These runs
led from. one pond to another o
from a feeding orea to the next,
Those thoat were constructed ot o
low level ssrved as woterdilled
canals during portions of the year,
Runways ofien terminoted ot the
watsr's edge as o “slide," down
which the beavers could escape
cuickly inlo the waoter, .
Wawona Meadow Beaver Activity

Six dams were found in the W
wona Meadow during the summer,
Two small ones were located be-
low the Chowchilla Mountain Road
culvert, and itwo other small ones
were situafed between the culvert
and the fcolbridge, directly across
from the Wawona Hotel, The larg-
est dam was 25 feet up from the foal
bridge. The structure wasz 15 fesl
wide cmd 3 feel high. All of thls ae-
tivity was found just a few feet off



" Hbﬂd batwaan e
and the golf cotirse, As oneg
by, he can see the largest
' the base of two young pine
. Further up the watercourse
heor small dam was discovered,
minimum omount of aotivity in
Pvicinity indicated that probably
| more than three begvers cocu-
i the area.

Flood Damage to Yosemite

; Beaver Activily

irat domage of the segson to the
; dams came as o result of the
d inches ol rain which f&ll on the
t of October 27, Several of the
e hiad breaks created in them by
§ resultemt high water, For the most
il (He damaooe was of small ex-

fit, The becvers did oot attempt to
pnd the holes in the dams.

A trace of snow fell on November
| followed by 8 inches on Novem-
ot 14, 1.5 inches on November 15,
e | inch on November 16, totaling
(6 inches of equivalent liquld pre-
'iuaticn up to the afterncon of No-
@mber 17. During the next 36 hours
u il 4:00 am. on Movember 19,
[1:34 inches of rain felll These fig-

obeervation post at the
South Entrance Ranger Station. This

'j in varving amounts extended
Upw to  approximately 10,000
t glovation in some portions of
the park, cousing much of the ear-
'.-i“ znow pack to melt and add to
the volume of run-off. The flow of
Big Creek increased approximately
6 fest, allowing the stream to corve
chemnels emd overflow  the
side meadows.

Bitinnell, 7, Dixen, §: S, and Linadale, |.M.
Melntyre, B, N.

::’ appe, BT,

N et ———

Shnrlhr after the creat had passed,
[ went down along Bly Creek and
discovarad that oll of the doms Bod
been woshed out completaly. Litlle
new sign of beavers was apparent
aleng the strecmbanks. A few tracks
were ohserved within the park, al-
though no new cutlings were sesn.
In the Summerdale compground,
just outside the boundary, o large
cottonwaod  had  fallen during the
storm, Beavers had already cut
bromches from it emd had drogoed
them to the streamside, On Novem-
ber 23 little recent sign appearsd in
the park, However, on November 29
some new cuttings were found near
cne of the dams. Fresh drag marks
in the sand indicated that branches
hod been cut ol some distance from
the stream. & beaver slide showed
current uss. There was no evidence
af repair or replasement of the doms:
In the Summerdale area, several col-
lonwoods exhibited fresh gnowings
and eat least two smaller ones hed
heen felled during the preceding
few davs.

In the Wawona Meadow, also, the
November deluge took out all of the
dama. Shortly after the waters: had
receded, the rebuilding of the lorg-
est daoam was commenced. Fresh
stick cuttings were found at ond
above thiz section. Other dams
showed no sign of repeir,

The flood phase of the beaver n-
vestigations will be conlinued for
several moenths fo determine the
emount of rehobilitation by the
Yosemite beavers, which had be-
come established within the park
boundarizs,
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Porcuplnes do nol always eol only
the inner bark of trees. At noon on
Tuly 16, 1950, when [ was on Leham-
ite Creek above the Valley rim at
cibout 6,900 feet, 1 observed an adull
vellow-haired porcupine {Erethizou
dovatum ¢pivantbhnm) as it browsed o
—supplement its diei,

Waddling baarlike, its feet flat and
siroddled far gpart, it went along the
streambonk. It sniffed ot azalea
leaves  (Rbododendron  occideniale)
and passed them by, but stopped to
eat the leaves and petioles of o
Sterta gooseberry  (Ribes roezli). 11
nibbled off fronds of brocken fem
(Pteridinm  aquilinwm}, On a domp
sod-bomk of yellow monkey fower
and other Tow herbs It foraged about,
browsing on a semiprostrate legume
—whitetip  clover (Trifoliem  vari-
cpatym var.,  pacifloram), Once i
sogged o o lyinodown poattion

while it continued to browses the il
lobed leaves,

In general its roule was a sirefah!
lina, without reaord {for ferrain, down
timber, or opolea thickets, Ite =il
arched loward the ground. It used o
forepow to bend stems inle i
mouth, When the ground sloped 1
the leit, it used ils right forepow |
feed in the plants, ond vice verso

Though Grinnell and Storer iy
Animal Life in the Yosemite (1924) de
scribe only the eating of bark by
yellow-haired porcupines, Lloy <
Ingles notes in Mammals of Californiv
(1947) that "the rodenis fesd o
herbaceous food in the spring o
summer.” In Awimal Life of Yellow
stome  Natiowal  Park (1930) Vermnon
Bailey mentions that towerd evenin:
individuals of this species nilble
green plonts in open meadows.

1350 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT IN YOSEMITE VALLEY
By W. ]. and Erma Fitzpairick

The onnual Christmas bird count
laken in Yosemite Valley between
Mirror Lake, elevation 4,000 feet, and
El Portal, elevation 2.000 feet, was
conducted on December 27 under the
most cuspicious circumstonices: The
day was clear, windless, and relo-
tively mild, with temperatures rono-
Ing from 33° to 56°% nor was there
snow on the ground to impede the
counters in their work, As o resuit
the thirleen peartciponts, working in
four parties, recorded 44 species and
1.050 individuals, the most success-
ful count token since the work wos

resumed following the last wor

The detailed count follows: Celi-
fornia heron, 1; western red-tailed
hawk, 6; edstern sparrow howlk, 1:
California Pyamy owl, 1: westermn
belted kingfisher, 7; red-shafied flick-
er, 11; western pilected woodpecker
2; Califernio woodpecker, 57; south-
ern red-breasted sapsucker, 1; Medac
woodpecker, 3; willow woodpecker,
l; Nuttall's woodpacker, 2: norithern
white-heoded woodpecker, 7; block
phoebe; 1; Say's phosbe, 1: blue.
fronted jay, 209; long-tailed jay, 26;
shortailed chitkades, 142; plain
titmouse, 84; California bush-it, 50,

slender-hilled nuthateh, 2; red-



nuthatel, 20: Slerra creep
pallid wren+tit, 1; dipper, 5;
n house wren, 1; dotted wran,
lern robin, 3; northern varied
. 7 wastern  golden-crowned
. 42: western ruby-crownad
o B Audubon's wearbler, 1:
sparrow, 2; Cassin's purple
10; commen house finch, 28;

northern  pine  siskin, 25: green-
brecked goldfinch, 1l; Socromento
towhee, 16; Sacramento brown
lowhee, 77; slote-colored junce, 1;
Thurber's junco, 86; golden-crowned
sparrow, 29; lox sparrow, 6; Modog
song sparrow, B,

In 1849, 37 specles and 552 in-
dividuals were counted,

\e

From drawimg by R. Frace Hurrfall

Azctic Threetoed Woodpechkera.
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H YOSEMITE
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(]

t; Yosemite National Park, California

\

INCDHPDRATED for the purpess of
'I:; cooperating with the National Fark Service by assisting the
N Naturalist Deportment of Yosemite' National Park in the
::: development of o broad public understanding of the geclogy,
"n plant and emimal life, history, Indions and related interests
‘LJ‘ in Yosemite National Park and nsarby reglons. It aids in the
{ development of the Yosemite Mussum ond library, fosters
N scientific investigations along lines of greatest popular inter-
:‘\, est, offers books on natural history applicable to this area for
A sale to the public, and cooperaies in the publicotion of

iy

? .

| Y osemite Nature Notes

o

% $1.00 per year

g Subscription includes all

N reqular and special numbers.

E Hevenue derived from the activitles

ﬁ of the Yosemite Natural History Asas-

W ciation iz devoted entirely to further-

. ing the pregress of research and in-

E‘ terpretation of significant interests in

N Yosemite Natlonal Park.
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