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By Carl P. Russell, Park Superintendent

Meoreh 25, 1951, there will be
Werved the 100th emniversary of
W effective discovery ol "The Val-
¥ Incomparable.” There will be no
mecnt other than the usual beouti-

pled ot Mirror Lake by the Rev-
pend Alfred Glass: no jubiles of an
Wtimers doy; no rodec—mone of
 celebration of a gala day. The
rthdory” warrants celebration, but
w physical limitatiens imposed by
econditions, restricted parking
. lack of early spring camping
5 and the noturgl confines of the

cmices in which no Vextra-special’
ligrt i= expended In an attempt to
fliract large crowds of visitors on
Yy particular day or daye. The
Centennial celebrotion will be a con-
Inuous affair throughout the coming
jummer cnd the appropridte spesial
veris will be fitted into the regular
wrograms of interpretation conducted
W the Notional Park Service and
pulertainment conducted by the Yoo
gemiie Park and Curry Company.

The Presa has been invited to give
e il attention to the history of the
plonesrs who discovered Yosemite,

“'rtlnjvera.itr of Califermls Preas.

te the far-sighled stotesmen who
guarcnteed that it should be pre
servad for public sniovyment, to the
men and women who built and op-
erated the facilities for visitor occom-
modaotions, to the plonners wha de-
fined standards for prolection and
use, and to those officials who up-
held the stondards emd enforced the
protective lows pertaining to the
reservation. Press relegses oand his-
toric photographs are zent out from
the park to newspopers and period-
icals all over the country in order
that this type of publicity may be
widespread ond timely. The public
schoola of the counties (Mena, Inyo,
Fresne, Madera, Mariposa, Meroed,
omd  Tuolumne) immediotely  ad-
jocent fo or near the park are arrang-
ing special programs, and spedkers
from Yeosemite are telling the slory
of the Yossmite pionesrs to these
school audiences, Commercial clubs,
conservallon groups, and historical
societlss are sponscring  Yosemite
programs ot luncheon mestings and
on other occgslons, ond the Yeo
semite Mussum is fecturing special
historlen] exhibits, An especially de-
termined effort is being made this
yvear by Yosemite personnel o in-
terview the few remaining old-timers

*he skeiches en poges 27 and 28 are fram Mr Russell's book, One Hundred Yeers in Yosemita,



af the Yosamile reglon In order thal
thelr Hrst-hand acoounts of the hu
mean affairs of an earlier day in' the
park may be recorded, and the Yo
semite Mussum Library is aoguiring
especially pertinent documents
which hove been locking m ils

collections,

During the coming months Yesemite
Nature Notes will publisl a series of
short articles on certain  Important
aspecte of Yosemite history. The
preseni nole is the [rst of these. D
has to do with:

The Geography of the Mariposa Indion War
I. Events Which Led lo the Discovery of Yosemite Valley

Whean early in 15459 gold miners
began to swarm inlo the country
just wesi of the present Yosemite
MNational Park, they invadsed o tern-
tory which was fairly populous with
Indioms. Two of the great linguistic
groups of the stote, the Yokuts and
the Miwck, were represented by this
population of natives. The east-wes!
boundary line between the Yokuiz
and the Miweck possed just scuth of
Yosemile, and the two subiribes or
bands which were especially re-

sponsible for the precipitation of the
Mariposa Indian War, the Chow
chillas and the Yossmites, came ir
the first instance from the Yokuts and
in the second instomece from the
Miwok, On the San Jooadguin, Tuol
umne, Fresno, Merced, Kings, and
Eern  Rivers, and around Tulars
Lake, was aon Indion population
numbering same 23,000,

In the earliest stages of the gold
rush in the Yoszemile rfegion these
Indians gave bt little trouble. The

Yosemile Valley Indion Dicrome. In Yosemite Mussum



presence of white men in the mour.
leineg meant a supply of the white
man's food and clothing which could
@ had by trode, and the Indions
Were intrigued by the new order of
lile. However, as the while popula-
flon increased and every valley and
fiream course was taken over by
the miners, the Indians began to re-
gani the "squeeze.” On the night of
Jecember 17, 1850, the Chowchillas
amd some of the Yosemites attacked
the ]. D. Savage establishment on
e Fresno River and killed three of

A Sheriff's Posse Organized

The Chowchillas and the Yo
mites, at first, were not along in
aking war upon the miners. These
Irst depredations which resulted in
eagths among the whites brought
ick retaligHen, ond when the
niticl  volunteer posse under com-
nand of Sherifl Burney hunted down
e guilty Indians, the hostile camp
was found to be moade up of mem-
sers of the Nootchu, Honoh-chee,
'o-to-en-cie, Po-heenoches, Koah-owa-

. and Chucchancie bonds, as
EE;H as Chowehillas and Yesemites

—all from the Yokuts group except
the Neot-Chu, Po-ho-nochee and Yoo
‘gemite, This was the first battle be-
tween om orgonized punitive party
of white men and the Indians of the
ﬁ riposa region. A number of first-
‘hend cccounts written by portici-
ponis in this offair hove been pre-
‘served, but the exact losation of the
‘battlearound is not described. Dr.
L. H. Bunnell states that it was "at a
‘point high up on the Fresno" and
that the first fight occurred on Jan-
‘aory 11, 1851, The Indians withdrew

from thin ploce ond o 19w ays omer
took o astand on high ground, "Baltle
Mountain,” above one of the tribu-
tariea of the Son Jooguin (Bunnell
called it the "Little San [oaguin™),
where the posse brought this initial
campaign to a close. The Indions
weare disparsed, but not whipped,
although the death of Joss Rey, Chisf
ol the Chowchillas and the most
hostile of the leaders, resulled from
this Hight.

The Mariposa Battalion

On January 13, 1851, the Governer
ol California outhorized Sheriff Bur-
n=y to enlist 100 men cs militia; o
aubsequent order of January 24 in-
creased the number to 200. This was
the beginning of the Mariposa Bat
talion. By February 10, 1851, the
unit was recruited to full strength,
egquipped, mounted, and in training
at the |. I Saovage store on Mari-
posa Creek near Agua Frig. Savage
was elacted to command the baital-
lon, emd John J. Kuvkendall, John
Boling, and Williom Dill were named
as captaing of the three componies
which composed the unit

The U. 5. Indign Commissioners
McKes, Barbour, cnd Woozencralt,
then in California, came to the Meard-
posa region for the purpose of mok-
ing treaties with oz maony iribes as
could be persuoded to quitclaim
thelr aneestral lomds, Their visit was
timed so as to lake advantoage of the
paychological effect created by the
axistence of the armed force. By
March 19, 1851, o number of the
tribes had sent their representotives
to talk lo the commissioners ond to
sign the agreement to live on desig-
nated reservations. The Yosemifes
and the Chowchillas were not among

these peaceful signers.



Moripeea in the 16508 {Fraen podating wumed by F, W, 5¢'r|I|:|1J!'I!I.'r1

The First Expedilion Against the
Yosemites

On Moareh 19, 1851, Mejor 10 L.
SBevage sst out rom battalion head-
quarters with the companles of Cap-
tains Boling and Dill on on expedi-
ticn which was to take them into
Yosamite Valley. The route followed
by the mounted party was o defined
Indion trail emd the expedition was
guided by an Indicm boy who knew
the couniry ond who was faithful to
Major Bavage, Bunnell describes the

route as one that ascended “the
Black Ridae . . . . a spur of the Sierra
Mevadas [which| separates the

Mariposa, Chow-chilla, Fresno and
San [oaquin rivers on the south from
the Merced on the north.” Quite evi-
dently “the Block Ridge' i the
presentday Chowchills Mountain,
and it is reasonables to conclude that
the old Indian trail followsd approxd-
maiely the same roule as does the

Chowchilla  Mountain  Bood  Inic
Wawarnea,

The party crossed the loresled top
of Chowchille Mountain and de
scended to the South Fork of the
Merced in the dork, stopping there
"about a mile below what is now
known as Clark's, or Wah-wona
This locality is the present-doy pub
lic campground (Camp A. E. Wood
and Cunninghom Flal) mainiainec
by the National Park Bervice. With-
out stopping for refreshment, Mojor
Sovage and a part of his commeand
proceeded downstream for a few
miles to a spot on the lait sids of the
South Fork known to the Indion
gquide as the camp of the Neot-Chu,
ene of the bonds sought by Savage
The Indians were taken completely
by surprize. One of Savoge's former
wives, Eeekeno, come from this
bend and when Savoge mode him-
sali known, the chiel, Pon-weat<chee,

surrendered quistly. Savage moved



Indicms across the South Fork to
Wt near the mouth of the stream
for known as Bishop Creek, named
[ cm emplovee of the U. & Indion
ncy who comped there in the
se of hia work for the commis-

the reat of the ballalion was
Wlered (o report there, This becams
Gdcucrters from  which runners
& zenl oul to notity the nearhv
fho-no-chees oand  Yosamites to
fiie in and surrender:

Porhono-chees who were in
ir winter comp somewhers west
Blshop Creck, came to battolion
Bdquarters . promptly and mode

no trouble, O the Yesemites only
Chiet Tenoyo reparted. Mojor Sav-
age insisted that the old mon oo
back to his villoges and bring his
pecple with him to the Scuth Fork,
Tenaya promised to do this and de-
parted. The next day he came back
to the South Fork camp and assured
Major Savage that his people were
delayved by desp snow but ware en
route, When two more days had
pazsed and no Yosemites had ap-
peared, it was declded that a part
of the commond should hunt them
out in their much-louted hiding place.
Tancrya was forced to accomparny
this cavalcade.

II. The White Man's First Entry into Yosemite Valley

The exact route followed by the
fiscovery party cannot be deter-
mined now, but Bunnell explains
ﬁ'l a labordous climb was mods
iu't ol the canyen of the South Fork
0 the top ol the dividing high lands
Which seporete the South Fork
ﬁenm from the Merced proper.

the snow was 2 to 5 feet deep
ang the horses had great difficulty
i plunging through it. After some
10 miles of travel 72 Yosemite In-
ﬁ‘kms were encountered making
their slow woy foword the South
erk. Mojor Bavoge was not con-
inced that this group represented

entire bond, ond in spite of

Tenaya's protestations that none of
his people would be found in the
vealley, Sevoge determined to push
on to the Yosembte stronghold.
Tenaya wos permitted to return to
the South Fork and cne of the young
men of the Yosamites turned ohout
and  accompanied the battalion.
Shortly  thereafter the white men
locked upon the awe-inspiring sight
of Yosemite Valley as viswed frem
“Mount Beatitude,” and from there
they dezcended 1o the valley where
thev comped near Bridalveil Fall. It
was here that the nome "Yosemita"
was agreed upon as the appellation
for the wondrous valley.



It 18 o loregone eoncluslon that the
Yosemite Indians were f{ollowing
their usugl winter troil southward
el thet Tenaya also guided Savage
along the Indians’ delined route to
Yosomite untl the southbound In-
dians were met. In later vears this
traril was the regulor saddle {rail for
the earlier Yosemite tourists and
sventually it became the Wawonao-
Yosemite wogon read. Bunnell's
"Mount Beatitude” became "Insplra-
ticn Paint,” o voantage which is =el-
dom wvisited by present-day tourisis.

Tenaya hod not told the truth e
garding the evacuation of Yosemite
Valley; evidences of Indions were
averywhere, but with the exception
of one ancient sguoaw who was oo
feeble o climb into the rocks, they
evaded the sxplorers. The wvalley
and the Merced Canvon as far eost
as Little Yosemite were explored by
the battalion and o second overnight
camp was made at the mouth of In-
dicn Caonyen. On the third day Sav-
age and his followers returned to the
South Fork of the Merced.

Captain Dill's company preceded
that part of the battalion which
escorted  the Moot-Chus, Poho-no-
chess, and Yosemites from the South
Fork 1o the Fresno River, While an
route to the Fresno, Dill was joined
by cbout 100 Indicms who had de-
cided o accompany him le the In-

diemt agency. Captodn Boling's com
pany and the Indlan “ecaptives” werd
several days en route fo the Fresno|
On the last day of their joumey
comp was mode but a few miled
from the commissioners’ camp. Only
Captoin Boling and nine of his men
remainad with the Indiems; Maijor
Savage and the rsat of the compan|
rade on to the agency. That night thd
Indians in Boling's custody stole
march on him ond refurned to thd
wilds, One lone Indian at Boling'
personal complire out of the somd
350 remained n comp ot dﬂ?brani;_f
It was a crestinllen Captain Bolind
who reported to Savage that day. |

Ullimately the Neot-Chus and Fo
ho-no-chees haod o change of hearl
omd gave themselves up to the con
missioners, bul no Yosemites sur
rendered,

The Fresno Indian Reservation
was sstablished o few miles east o
the present town of Madera en land:
that later hecame the property o
Mr. 1. G. 3titt, who called it the
"Adobe Ranch." Here were assem
bled all of the friendly Indions o
the Merced, Chowehilla, Fresno, an
the San Jooguin Rivers, and hers
the psacs trealy drafied by the com
missicners was signed by the sev
eral chiefs. Like the Yosemiles th
Chowehillas were conspicuocus by
their absence omong the signers.




1Il. Pursuit of the Chowchillas on the San Joaquin

From some of the friendly Indioms
the Fresno Rezervation Major Sav-
§ learned that delegates from the
swechillas had slipped inle Cop-
5 Boling's camp the night of the
rmpede’’ and by telling les as to
jat awalted them at the commis-
fers' camp induced the surrender-
4 Indicms to moke their getaway.
Woge proposed to go alter the
gwchillas for the purpose of
fpring them well. The commis-
gers agreed to his plan and Boi-
s and Dill's companies, with Scv-
B in cormmond, set out for o north-
tributary of the Son Jooguin
ver where the hostlles were be-
i to he in hiding. Bunnell
8, '"The route selected was by
aof 'Coarss Gold Gulch,' to the
bcdweaiers of the Fresno, and
:_ e to the North Fork of the Sem

cruin.” Probably this route ook
th :pmt:,r nerthedsterly up the Fresno

wer omd up Coorse Gold Gulch to
e vicinity of the present town of
Domrsegold, thence over the Goat
deuntcin heights to the presen| Bass
WekeNorth Fork  lecality, Bunnell
gintifies the place of rendezvous as

ear o double fall on the North Fork
ol the San Joaguin,” a feature which
§ close to the north end of the pres-
Bc:s-z Lake. 1t |s further identifi-

- fite obviously is the present Willow
feek cnd Bass Lake now occoupies
e grecter part of his Crang Valley.

Uoptain Boling was ploced in com-
mend. The party moved on up “the
: Fork'” {or Willow Creek) to the

mouth of o tributary which Bunmall
refers to as the Litlle San Joagquin (in
all likelihcod the present northern
exiremity of Willow Cresk), where
cemp wos made, The "Battle Moun-
tetin' of the Bumey fight, Jonucry
1851, was west of this caomp and
betore nighttall it was visited by
some members of the command. The
presentday Sivels Mountain ls in
the wvicinity described bv Bunnell.
Perhaps this 5800400l mountgin is
the site of that opening evenl in the
Mariposa Indian war,

Seouts working out of the Willow
Cresk camp reported that an [ndicm
pow-wow was in progress on the
"main San Joaguin” to the east. In
the early dawn of the following
morning, Captain Beling's command
struck eastward from the Crane Val-
lav camp. Bunnell writes, "A short
ride brought us in sight of the main
river.,' Tt ig difficult lo recencile this
emtry in the record with the topog-
raphy of the region referred to. [t is
14 miles, airline, rom Crane Valley
to the main stream of the Son Joa-
aquin River and in traveling between
the two ploces it would have been
necessary lor the mounted party to
follow o circuitous route owver or
caround the 8,000-fcct high Chiguito
Ridgea.

Af any rate Bunnell is dsfinite in
stating  that the party found the
Chowchilla Indions sncamped on
the east side of the Son Jooguin
River at the place where a lribulary
flows in from the easti He calls this
tributary “the South Fork."” Except
tor his “short ride” all. of the rest of
hiz description applles very well to
the physiography that exdsts at the
confluence of the river now known
as the South Fork with the Sen Joo-

quin proper. The Indiom camp was



on o point of tableland betwean the
two streams. Rugged canyons of the
two rivers debouched af thal place
end an opsn view ol the couniry
soulh and west was to be hod from
the caompsite. Behind il arose the
very sicep slopes of o mouniain. 1t
"could hove only been approoched
through the rugged conyons of the
torks.”

The Indians did not wall for the
batialion to cross the raging Som Joa-
quin. They decamped before the
crogsing wos mode and the whites
walked in to lind a deserted funeral
pyre  with manzonita bronds  still
blazing, Arcund the fire the ground
wes well frompled indicating that a
crowd hod been there. Examination
ol the coals revealed that a body
had been cremated. Incombustible
ockiects atuch as the remains of iron
implements omd weapons were
raked from the embers—'trinkets
and’ articles of various kinds, such
as arrow-heads of different shopes
and sizes, . ., ., a knife-blade, g metal
locking-glass fraome, beads ond ather
articles melted into a mass.” San-
dino, a friendly Indian with the bat-
talion, examined these things, de-
voutly  ecrossed himself and  ex
cloimed, "'Jose Rey, ahl he ls dead|”
Bunnell asked Sandine how he knew
therl the cremated body was that of
the Chowchilla Chief, Jose Rey, "He
said: (picking up the knife-blode)
‘This wos tha knile of Jose RHev,'"
and explained further " ‘that o chief's
property was known to all of
people and to many other ribes ., | ..
and enly a great chief would hoave
g0 many come to do honor to hiz re-
maing. " Sometime afterward  the
identity of the cremated remains wos
contirmed by the Chowchillas them-
selves.

Boling's men searched the can-
vong of the Son Jooquin and its
Scuth Fork for several miles above

his

Lalayatta H, Bumell

the Indian camp, but no Chowchillas
stocd to do hattle:. The whites de
stroved all Indlon food stores her

and dropped back south and wesl§

ward o alher tribuicries of the rive
but comght no Indioms. Beling o
dered his men fo return to their head

quarters. Bunnell explaing thal they |

ravsled wesmward 1o the hedadl
waters ol Fine Gold Cresk and fo!
lowed down that skheam course |
the SBan Jooaguin, ond thence to

point opposite Fort Miller, a regulorg

U. 5 Army post, which at*that mo
ment was under censtruction on th
south side of the Son Jooguin, Fron
hare the baltalion rsturned to th
Fresno Reservation ond it was bul
a short time belore the Chowchilla:
voluntarily came to thal gathering
place of the tibes. Sovage gave
them "“a grand feast, which lasted
several doys; during which time o
rangemsnts  were  completed fo
frecties with all of the remaining
bands of the Kah-weah tribe, ond
with the Chow-chillms."

(First I o serdes of artleles)
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