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THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE MARIPOSA INDIAN WAR
Ne. 2)

By Carl P. Russell, Park Superiniendent

s. The Second Expedition of the Maripoza Battalion into Yosemite Valley

WOn May 9, 1851, Captain John
hling cngd one compony of the
Miriposa Battalion mode a second
WMilry into Yosemite Valley., The Yo
pimnite Indians who had been as
snbled s o result of the first ex-
Pidition hod faded into the moun-
lﬁln fastneszses: the Yosemites had
ver b=en represented among the
Wibe= held o the Freans ressrvation.
i reciching the valley for the secund
flin= Beling [ellowed the saome route
pltmcered by Sovoge and his bai-
i_:ﬂl-:‘-ll. in March,

Boling's  first Yosamite
Wellev on thiz occcasion was nedar
e present Sentins] Bridge. It wos
diiring this military invasion that the
frst [etter was dispatched from Yo
peiile Valley, On Moy 15, 1851,
Capiain Boling wrots to Major Sav-
wge ol his expsriences ond the lst-
fr was published in the Afta Cali-
fornis on Junes 12, 1851 Boling ex-
plained thot he had scoured the val-
@y on both sides of the Merosd
River cmd that five Indions had been
laken into custody. "Cmne of them
proved to be the son of the old
Yoscmety chisl. 1 informed them i
they would come down from the
mountaing ond go with me to the
B 5. Indion Commissioners, they

camp I

Capimin Jabin Baling

would net be hurl: bul if they would
not, [ would remain in their neigh-
borhood oz long as there wos a
fresh track to be found; infcrming
him |[Tenaya's son| at the some
time thot all the Indicns except his
father's people cmd the Chouchillas
hod tregted . . . . He then informed



Fhude Dy Ansel Adawes Trom Y wemite aed B Sierrs Meveda,” Reproductios by kind permisian of Floughton Mifilln {

The Three Brothers. Thiz promineni londmark oo the norh side ol Yosemite Vallsy was
nomed by the Morposa Battallon o May 1851, becouss (he |hrese sons of ofd Chief Tenay
eee] n captured by the scldlers near s baes. In Driscarery ol thi Tosmnide Dr, L. H Bunn
wrifes: “The Indian nome for the three rocky peaks near which this capiure was mode was 1
then known 1o any of our battolion. bot from the simnge colncidence of three brothers bedb
made priscners o near hem, We desionated the peaks as the "Three Brothers.” | econ learne
that thev were called by the Indians Kom-po-pal-zes,’ rom a fancied resemblance of the pea
to the heads of froge when eliting up rmdy to leap. A lanciful injerpraiation has been glven t
Indion name s meaning ‘mouniaine playing leaplrog,” " The highest of the tria iz colle
Eagle Peak.




thert . . . i T would let him locss,
b another Indian, he would bring
g lather and all his pecple by
s o' elock the next day.”
this emissary to Chisl
wver Hod been sent oul, the other
captives aftempted a  get-
and one did make good his
gre. While this one was being
wehed for, two others still in

ine Indions were shot and killed
their guards—the first blood 1o be
Wl in Yosemite Valley in the

ge of this Mariposa Indian War.

a's men then pursued a small
by of Indions which had left
et troil up the north wall of the
lev. The white men pressed on
5 the mountains and were led by
_ IIldiE[I'l tracks to the shores of
pova Laoke where the Yosemltes
& surprised in camp. The Indicns
rendered without o struggle, This
the first expadition made into
’ Yl:use:zﬂie high country from the
e {md this time the elugive In-
fins were successhully escorled to

B reservation on the Fresno River.
Enr:rvcr and his followers, how-
vor, refused to adapt themselves to
| 8 conditions under which they

iz forced to live on the ploins.
sy begged to be permitted by the

alitheititieg 1o return to the mouniains,
and upon obtatning  his  solemn
promise lo behave, the commission-
ers permittad Tenaya and the mem-
bers of his immediate [omily to
leawve the reservation, Shortly there
after otherz of the Yosemite bond
slipped awoy from the confines of
the reservaton ond joined their chiet
in the mountains. No attempt was
made to bring them back.

On July 1, 1851, the Mariposa Bat-
talicn woas mustered out of service.
Maojer Savage resumed his trading
operaiions ond conducted o sub-
stantial I not phenomenal business
with the Indions and the miners
along the Fresno River. Of this trade
Savage said to his friend L. H.
Bunnell:

It | can make good my lossea by the In-
dianz ool of the Indians, 1 om goleg 1o do it
[ wes the best iriend the Indions hod, ond
they would hove destroyed mae. Now thal

they once more call me “Chist” they shall
bl me up,

The dispersal of the Mariposa
Ballalion, however, did not end the
"war." The Yosemite Indians could
nol restroin their desire to lake re-
venge upon the whites for the inva-
sicms of their home, and as will be
told in o suceeeding note more kill-
ings in the Incomparable Valley
weare to follow,

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS OF WILDERNESS CREATURES
By Od'n S. [ohnson, District Park Ranger

Sitting in a parked car at the north
nd of the Pohono Bridge in Yoo
amite Valley ot down one Januory
prming, | wos woiting for ancther
uncer to join me. Presently | saw o
taay fox frotting down the road. He
qme onio the bridae ot the for end
md kept coming for several feel be-
Mire he became awars of the parked
sur. He stopped sherl, hesitated,
rned tail, end ran back to the end

of the bridge where he paused o
turn cround and lock. He stoed that
wety for o minute or so, and then
started to cross the bridose again,
After procesding several feet, per-
haps a few fest more than the first
lime, ogain he stopped, turned, and
ran back. After two or three more
atempts were made to cross, the fox
returned to the end of the bridge and
disappearsd over the side of the



rogd. It was evident thal he wvery
much wanted to get on the other side
of the river, perhaps to get to his
home, or for some other reason, Bul
there was thot foreign object stomd-
ing in his way. Just when [ remarked,
"Too bad he didn't make il," the fox
showed up aogain, this time advane-
ing rapidly cmd in o more determined
way, As he approdched the center of
the bridae [ could sse his fronl fest
and head starting 1o turn o times,
but he kept coming on.

From experisnce, ne doubt, the
sly old fox knew that at any moment
from this block monster would emo
nate the most feartul noises o be
followed by swift movement. But he
kept daring o come on navertheless,
passed the car, and ran up into the
terlus slope. This was just one more
instanes, “or exampls, where even
animals, including crofty foxes, find
the need for bullding up determing-
tion and courage, and then put these
virtizes Into practice,

This reminds me of an experience

a lady had with a bear one autumn
on the foclpath o the lop of Vemal
Fall, She was coming down the e
and in a very narrow place met the
bear coming up. Both stood logking
al each other, each petrified wiih
feer and net knowing what to do
While stiomding thus o man hiker
coming down the trall cought up
with the lady.

Sizing up the situation, and sesing
the predicaoment both the bear ond
the lady were in, he said calmly,
"I think, lady, if we'll squeeze off the
path as much gz we can, we will I
the bear go by." So they did, ana
before they could think, the becs
swooshed by them and kept going |-
wheat he thought was g sofe dis
tance, then tumed around and
stopped, locking at them as if io
say, "My, I'm glad you two let m=
by =o thod 1 wouldn't hove 1o go ur
the long trail.” Apparently all thot
bear wanted was o get up into th=
hills, pethaps for his winter hiba
notion.

THE JACK McGURK REVOLVER
By Marshall B. Evans, District Park Ranger

In matsrials recently donated to
the YWosemite Museum by Mr. and
Mrs. E. T. Schaller pertaining to the
life of Jack McGurk, Yosemite pio-
neer, was o Smith and Wesson re-
valver., It was recognized oz cne of
the rare models of sarly Smith and
Weszon history.

Examination of the arm showed il
to be a 44 caliber, single-action,
model No, 3. It was maonufactured
between 1868 and 1870, There is no
tecord of the number memufoactured
pul it i known thal the U35, Army
ordered 1,000 ond that they were
subsequently deliversd in [871. Due
to the [act that this arm fired the
firat successful centerdfire cartridge

and was the first revelver with aute
matle efectlon it weas a highly prized
Wedpon.

This arm was followed “by the
made] Neo 3 (improved). It was ol
thizs time that 250,000 were ordersd
by  Russig through the Russion
Grond Duke's association with Wil
limm Cody who possessed this
model. For 3 years Smith and Wes
son  monulactured  the "d4"  for
Bussia. At this time the Wasl wa:
being developed in  tremendou:
strides, Call had  developed  his
Frontier model in 1871 ond enjoyerl
unlimited sales in America, This
model placed Colt's reputation very
high ond also put the Colt busines:




| Jack . MoGurk
| on Its fzet. However, the Coll
ntler, clthough o wonderhul orm
il remains so today, was and is
paldered by mony cuthorifies to

inierior 1o the Smith and Wesson
Proved model No. 3. Had Russia
M placed its order with Smith and
bpson undoubtedly their 44 would
Bive been very popular in America
il would hove had o larger share
L wictories in winning the West,
The McGurk gun bears the serial
mber 21503, which possibly would

-
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indicate that o conatderable number
of Smith cnmd Wessons hod been
manulactured previously., However,
recorded  history ond arms collec-
tions do not indicate this cnd the
early models of Smith and Wesson
IEIVC.'-]'UG'!'S are not COImITon,

Cloge examinotion when  disos-
sembling and cleaning the MceGurk
gun discloged thot up untll a few
vearz ago it had received good care,
Extreme exposure had coused the
shallow oxidation or rusting. The
arm did not have noticeakle holster
weaar  marks.  Subsequent  findings
showed that MdGurk, ‘a cattleman
who cnoe grozed loands now in the
park, as o rule did net carry g gun
previous 1o his low enforcement
work, fis o deputy sherilf of Madera
County the gun was wormn and used.

Thiz old 2mith cnd Wesson 44 de-
serves lhe security and attention thot
it will raceive in the Yosemite No-
tonal Park Museum. It not only rep-
resents an important step in the
progress of firearms but also is one
of the very few items laft by the
early pionesrs which indicales soms-
thing of [rontier life and activity in
the development o the Wesl. The
MoGurk gun is a fine addition to the
Yosemite collection of historic ob-
jects which have special  local
zigniticonoe.

The MeGurk revalver, exhibiled In History Ream of Yosemite Museum



BRUIN OPENS BEAR SEASON AT GLACIER POINT

By Dorothy R. Mavyer!

[t wos Maorch 1B ond spring had
definitely arrived, Thal doy we
stepped out the door ond olmost
tell over o huge black bear. He was
busily cccupied, with his nose buried
in the snow, trying lo get al o gor-
bage can which had been covered
since the sarly part of the season.
He did not nofice us os we crept
closer to get a gosd phetograph of
his huge block bulk silhoustted
against the snow. His fur was in ex-
cellent condition and he didn't look
as though he had just emerged from
hibernation. Perhaps he had besn
below in the valley for some time,
bt we were asfonished o see a
bear at this elevation so sarly, with
g0 much snow still on the ground.
We loter noticed his trmil coming
giraighi up the mountoinside be-
neath the hotsl.

Suddenly sensing our presence,
our becr lified his snow-bedecked
nese to the wind, his small squinting
eyes finally focused on us, cnd he
turned away ambling off in the
snocw, up to his shoulders ot every
gler, He circled the house end meade
straight for the holel where he aob-
vipusly knew his way around, for
he wenl directly lo the storercom
door, possing up all others. No doubt
he remembsred it from previous
yeors and he may have been the
saome one who moved in on one
occasten, taking up residence in the
storercom, hoving o glorious Hme
before he was [inally discovered
and evicled as o non-paying guesst,

Afler o {ulile affempt ot the siore-
room door he next tumsd o a

I, i3sorge ond Dorothy Mayer were in charge of the Glocler Point holst propartics during the
winters al 1949 and 1950 and ware fealated mast af the time—Ed,

boarded-up door at the rear of 1I.-nl
hotsl, whers he [nally mode an en
trance, pulling out nailed boards o0
il they wsre straws., George oome
upon hitm in the rear hall cmd, #o
wishing to argue the gueston of pre
cedence with one who was so of
viously ol home, he made plans o
goare the bear off before he became
too wall established in the neighbo
hoed. Knowing the effectiveness o
noize in such a situation, George
pulled the fire glarm, expecting o
moderate whistle or siren. At firs!
there was no response, and thinking
the alarm waos nol working, he
wialked oway planning onother af
tack. A few minutes later, Just as he
reached the porch steps, o blood
curdling cocophony of sound el
logse upon lhe stll cir, reverberat
ing from peak to peak, lonsening o
dozen avalomches and vibrating the
entire houss, George, token com
pletely by surprize, missed his ster
and went sprawling in the snow,
while the bear shot outl from unde
the porch and maode a very undig
nified exit, wallowing through the
drifts aecross the mounlaintop, His
great  lumbering form appeared
briefly on the horizen and vanished,
leaving mommoth foctprints in his
Witk

On and on went the blast of seuncd
and  we felt something like the
"gorcerer's apprentice’” who could
not stop hiz magic once it was
started, I |here were ony hibernal-
ing animals still asleep belfore this
rock-spliting din, they must surely
be arcused by now, and the poot




Fhote oy Ralph Andoriun

Glarier Point interprafive lockout slation, Half Dome in the distonce

must have heen shocked oul
L& year's arowth.

¥esumed on our mountoin. It owas

) ate that the =iren could not be
jecrd in the valley below or thers
s ht have been some repercusaions.
iGhir bear, bowesver, woas ncl so
Wosily  discouraged oz we  hod
mogined. He evidently had pleos
Wt memories of this place and was
3 '1E~1'mine-i:| to have another try be-
Wire roturning to the valley. [t hed
berrted to snow again and, wishing
A& spend the night up here, he sought
$heller In the Inlerpretive lockout
Siotion nearby. Here he showed re-
norkable ingenuity oand cleverness
moking the best poszsible use of
whatever wos available, The ook
it ocffered protection irom the wind
nd snow, but the floor was covered
pith drifts and was too wel and cold
& lic on. Looking about, there was
1o siagn of vegelalion above the snow

with which o make o bed. The only
promising thing he could lind was
an old broom siomding in the comer
of the shelter. With greal patlence
and care he removed the snow from
the floor, tore the broom apart, and
then, stroew by straw, built a perfec
had of a proporiion one could hardly
fmogine could be provided by a
single broom., No broom was ever
pat o better use, ond no ane but o
bear, perhops, would ever think of
using it lor a mattress.




YOSEMITE'S EARTH-5TARS
By O. L, Wallis, Park Ranger

A Yosemite plant which serves aa
Maoture's hygrometer is the edarth
star, Astracns  bygrometvicns (Pers)
Meorg: By itz gction it roughly indi-
cates the humidity, the cmount of
maoisture in the atmosphere. For this
reason the earth-stor (s sometimes
known o the "poor man's weather-
glasa.”

The earthstar is a specialized
form of pultball which has a thick
lzathery covering, When the plant is
mature the outer wall splils into
pointed segmenls, exposing  the
puffbcd],

In wel wecther the lining of the
wall bacomes soll cnd pliable and
the segmenis spread out in o star-
like poitern, Dry conditions. oouse
the lining to become hord and rigid
and the ssamenls o curl inward into
a Hoht ball. This ball rolls readily
in the wind, spreading the spores
from the opening in the puffball.

Loate lost summer while [ was

walking over an epen sandy spot

cihove Big Creek, | came across the
first earth-stars 1 have lound In Y
semite, In  December,  additiono
specimens were discovered on
ridge near the South Entrance Rorng
gr Station and in the Maripos
Grove., More were collected olo
the Miror Lake traill on Februaos
LE, 1851,

Thiz is tha firsl recording of earth
stara being found in Yosemite Nao
tional FPark, Cther apecimens are no
preszenl in the museum's study col
lection: It is obwvious that th
funous, which is world-wide in dis
tribution, can be expacted on scndy
soils of fizlds ond woods in othe
Imcations in the park.

The Yosemile specimens possed
on averads of 13 seamants. Whe
wet, they open oul to a breadih
2 1o 3 inches. Une of them, on un
usually large one, expanded
nearly 7 Inches when placed in o
dish af water for 25 minutes. It lock
gaveral days for it to dry out oo
completely close ggain.

Cither  puffballs which are foune
in Yosemite ond representedsin the
museum collections  include:  Peor
shaped  puftball  (Lyeoperdon e
forme ) sculptured  pullball fCulearin
selptup; corved puffball  (Caleedi
vaelata )7 giant putthall (Calvutia gl
ganted ) ond leaden-colored bovisty
{Bopista  plambea). Pulloalls of ke
geniis Cafvatia are the [orgest know:
ond have a breadth up to 2 feel.

Editor's noter Idanlifleolion of the Yasemil
earfh-atars was warlfisd by Herborlum Botar
(gt Phyliis 3. MeMillan, Univeraity of Calitormis
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