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“WE WILL PITCH CAMP AT ERIDALVEIL!"
By Ralph H. Anderson, Administrative Assistont

Thiz was g simple, forceful state-
gnt made by President Theodors
josevelt az he sat on his horse in

oy 17, 1903, but-it marked o new
i in the history of conservation in
8 United Siates. But let's siori at
9 beginningl
‘Early in the spring of 1903, Presi-
jint Hoosevell wrole to his friend
ester Rowell of the San Francisco
onicle that he wanted to go
ping with the fomous nctaralist
Muir, whose writings had at-
nation-wide attention. The
ssary arrongemsnis were made
on Moy 15 the Presidential
rolled into the liftle lumber
of Raymond, Californic, the

s somewhal nonplussed to find o
grge crowd of cowpunchers, lum-
grjacks, miners, and prospeciors
githered at the little station. Even a

lhecdore Roosevelt waved to the
Wiiongs and quickly meounted the
l[ggecoach wailing o drive him to
Wervrona, the President and his party
well bulicrmed up in their linen
Hlistars,

The party drove fitat to the Wa-

wona. Hotel where it was met by
many  enthusiastic local residents.
Photos were made by Julius T. Boy-
sen in front of the hote] as the Presi-
dent mounted the stage, driven by
Tom Gordon, to confinue on to the
Mariposa Grove. Most of the group
stayed at the hotel thot night, but
plans had been made for Roosavalt
to have a 3-day camping trip with
John Muir, cccompanied by Rangers
Chaorles Leidia and Archie Leonard,
slarting with on overnight comp in
the Mariposa Grove and winding up
in Yosemite Valley,

As the President and his compan-
ions were about to pitch camp near
a coaol spring not far from the Sunset
Tree, Roosevell called for his "wahh
bog"—a small bag containing his
personal effects. Mo one could find
il Apporently it had been left af
Waweona by mistoke. "I womt my
wahh beagl” exclaimed the President
in no unecertgin ferms. So vetsran
slage driver Sam Owens jumped
into a buckboard and galloped his
horse o= fast as he could 1o
Weawona, picked up the bag, and
brought it to the President post haste.
Som Owens, who had the disting-
tion of being able to smoke a pipe
and chew fohaecco at the same lime,
loter drawled: "And he dido't even
lock into it when he got it



—

day, after a refreshing night's rest
among the gianl sequoidgs, Theodare
Roosevelt and his componions weare
up cnd In the saddle long before the
rest of the party, including Governor
Pardes, Beniomin Ide Wheeler, and
Private Secretary Loeb, were out of
bed at Wowona, As the San From-
ciaco Chronicle described the trip:
" Avoiding the main road, and long
before most of his gssociotes were up,
the President, filled with his usual en-
thusgicsm for odventure, passed rap-
idly down the namow defile known
s Lightning Trail and struck off for
Yeosemite Valley., An hour later the
main road was reached and the
stesp ascent 1o the top of Chinguo-
pin [should hove been Chilnualna
Falls] was begun. The party recched
the summit before noon and then the
difficult portion of the trip began.
Here the party not only had the
sleep ascents but the desp snow
well.”

Floundsring in snow that woas
often belly deep on their horses, cnd
furiher hindered by a blinding snow-
storm that continued all alterneon,
the weory porty pushed on to o
point “just back of Sentinel Dome”
where they pitched comp for the
night. Next morning they shook ssv-
eral inches of fresh snow off their
camp beds, hod breakfost, omd
started the l4-mile trek to Yosemile
Valley via Glacier Peint, Nevada
and Vernal Falls.

Mony are the stories told by those
who met or travelled with President
Roosewvelt on  this  history-meking
trip. Chorles Leidig recalled Rooze-
velt dressed in Norlelk cocl, baggy
bresches, leather puttees, and topped
with a large sombrero; Muir as usual
In business suit complete with vest
and heocry woalch chain emd wear-
Ing an old it hat. Those who knew
Muir well have commented on his

habit of wearing  ordincry strect
tlothes and an old felt hat when he
made trips into the mountaing. Mr.
Clay Gooding of San Francisco was
with Muir on one of the lirst Sierra
Club jaunts. Gooding said Muir
scoffed ot those hikers who hod 1o
have special clothes for going into
the mouniaine. Leidig recalled thaol
Muir and Roosevelt hod long talks
on the flowers, birds, ond animals
ol the park, and that Muir occasion
ally plucked a flower for the Presi-
dent's coat, sometimes o the dis
comfiture of Roosevelt,

At Glacier Point the Presidenticl
party paused to enjoy the superla
tive views. A photographer for Un-
derwood and Underwood was on
hond to moke pictures of John Muir
and the Fresident standing on Ower-
hanging Rack.

The distinguished group 1ods
down the long trail to Yosemite Val
ley cmd west toward the Cld Village,
where elaborate preparations had
been maode to honor the Presideni
with a big bonguet at the Sentinel
Heotgl. John Degnom said thers was
$400 worth of fireworks to shoot off
tor the occasion! Mrs. Degnan re
membered how Johm painted o
green sign reading “Welcome”
which was erected aver the Stone-
man PBridge, In doing so he gof a
drop of paint in his eve that bothered
him the rest of his lifel '

These plans were directly con
trerry to the wishes of the Presiden!
As the Scn Fromcisco Chronicle re
ported: “MNotwithstanding  the fac!
that the President, belore leaving
Weshington, outlined his programme
he was lo follow during his stay in
the Yosemite, the [State] Commis
gion decided thet he should ifollow
cnother programme, which  they
addpted without consulting him. This
latter pregramme provided for fire
works; the firing of dynomite to pro-
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v ald Sentinel Bridoa amid throngs of exciled visifors

taken on May 17, 1903, by Mazs Hatherine

Bexter, teocher in Yosomite Valley at the time of the President's viait

duce loud echoes and the participa-
ficr by the President in some sort of
public ceremony . . . . people came
into the Yosemite from hundreds of
miles away to ses him.”

Armriving at the Old Village the
porty stopped ot the Chris Jorgen-
§en studio, the Joraensens having
moved out of their picturesque log
house into the Sentinel Hotel so that
;ﬂie President could have their antire
Bome. Here he dismounted emd the
'-“g'mur; enioyed a drink; then, mount-
g their horses, they rode back
Bicross the bridge (see photo) to the
Bentinel Hotel but poused only brisf-
Iy when Roosevell's booming woice
Wiilled out to the others: "We will
pitch comp at Bridalvedl] ™
P While hundreds of wvisitors,
ficions, and residents steod by, the
Qittle group of riders disappearsd
;a-.’_\".n\.-'!'n the valley. John Degnon took

pali

2 bales of hay by buckboord to
Bridalvail Meadow [or the stock of
the Presidential party. There, on the
south side of the grassy meadow
near o small stream course, the
camp was made at a choles spot ot
the very base of towering cliff walls
near Bridalveil Fall. The camp pro-
vided a view of El Copitan ocross
the Merced River, Ribbon Fall then
thundering from one of the highest
honging valleys on the north rim.
Bereoording 1o Muir's journal, the
great noturalists  talked
into the night around the campfire.
There was much o be done towoard
safeguarding for fulure generations
the most superb exomples of Amer-
ica's wilderness, Muir f2lt this need
keenly, and imported his conser
tion ideas to the receptive Pre
The two talked about steps which
might be taken to preserve for pub-

two lona




ll& ude some of these greal notural
aregs. That meeting around the
campfire ot Bridalveil was of far
greater  importance o the United
Stotes than any banguet ot the Sen-
tinel Hotel. There, in ons of the most
Eeautiful settings in our country, two
great conservdtionists got together
on o constructive program for the
preservotion of parks and forests, of
fast disappearing natural habitals
for wildlife.

Following the Yosemite visil, Presi-
dent Roozevelt returned to Washing-
ton refreshed in mind and spiril. Be-
fore the end of his térm he had
assisted in odding 148 million acres
to the lorest reserves, created 16 nio-
fional monuments, and used his in-
fluence in the establishment of 5
neational parks. Among the national
monuments were Mulr Woods near
Som Francizco; Petrified Forest in
Arizong; Grand Conyon of the Cole-

rado, which was later converted by
Act of Congresa inte a national park.
It wos John Muir whe suggestad thet
Petrified Forest and the Grand Can
von be saved by Presidential order
as nationol monuments.

Wext day President Rocsevelt was
reluctant to leave his newly mode
[riends. He expressed great consider
ction ond opprecication for the guides
who had accomponied him, and ad
vised them to toke their time aboul
breaking camp, urging them to stay
in camp and rest up after their stren
uous 3-dav trip in the high countrv,
There were the usual farewells o=
the President rode off in a stoge o
the return trip to Woawona and RHov
mond. As the party disaoppearsd,
Archie Leonard made a dive for the
President's camp ked. "I'm going 1o
lake a nap right where the President
slept,” he said, as he pulled up the
COVErs.

WILDLIFE CONDITIONS IN THE MARIPOSA GROVE. SUMMER 1950
By Orthello L. Wallis, Park Ranger

Although the glant sequolas are
the primary objects of interest in the
Mariposa Grove, the wildlife forms
réceive the immediote oftenton of
momny visllors. The averags lourist
expects to see o bear, is excited by
the sight of the "tame deer,” and is
thrilled upon seeing the chipmunks,
golden-mantled ground  sguirrels,
chickaress, and gray squirrels;: The
appearance of a gray lox or covole
fs an experience long remembered.

Unfortunatsly there are some prob-
lems created by the relationship of
mean with the wildlifs. Thizs reporl
deals with a discussion of these
problems and the wildlife conditions
in the Mariposa Grove during the
summer of 1950, The area Included
extends from the Sentinels to Wo-
wona Point and from Blg Tree Creek

on the south to the Wawona Trall
cn the north.

California mule deer are the mos
conspleuous mammals in the grove.
Derly ohservations of the activilies
of these cnimals were recorded dur
ing the summer. By conster®t obser
vation one is ohle to recognize in
dividual deer. During the summe:
months [ saw 51 different individuals
and [ {esl confident thal few deer
escaped my cttention, This summe;
population is excessive for such o
small crea. The tendency of visltors
to feed the animals ccuses the desr
to gather at certain locations alono
the road where they are readily and
repedtedly observed,

Deer prowvide the No. 1 wildlifs
problem in the Mariposa Grove, This
problem is created, of course, by




tarn’ habit of teading the deer.
 pesull, the deer will gather ol
iplace wheare it is necessary for
fo slow up or stop, such s
Wono Point, the museum aond
area, Big Trees Lodas, the
Bparound, and any of the mosl
lcrr irecs.
favorable conditions coused by
concentration of deesr at these
I8 are numerous—iraffic conges-
overbrowsing of the small trees
phirubs in the Immediale vicin
the demger of wisitors gelling
ik by the flying hoofs of the
L tmd, of course, the adverse ef
gl the unnotural food (cigars,
pites, condy, pastriss, ete.) upen
P physical condition of the deer.
there is the dangsr and possi
By of disease spreading through
population when concenirated in

geveral persons received In

B8 from the deer. Fortunately, all
Mhe injuries were of a minor na
One or two of the does in the

museum picnie  area  habliually
siruck at visllors, especially young
children,

Approximately seven black hears
were observed In the agrove during
the summer. Eorly in July, Bomger
Maturalis! Wavne Bryanl sow a
bear with two smafl cubs in the
meadow on Ralllesnake Cresk over
the hill behind the campgaround. This
family group was not reported again,
One large and thres madium-sized
bears were sesn during the summer.,
Bagrs created no importomt problems
last year. Their activity, mainly, con-
sigted of infrequent garbage can
reids. Execept when discoversd on
these nocturnal wvisits, bears were
rarely seen by visitorz, The "Do Not
Feed the Bears' slans at the Grizely
Giant and the ledge ofien provoked
the question, "Whers cara ths bears?"
The situation at the Big Trees Lodge
improved wiih the insigllotion of
a "bear-prosf’ cabinst lor the gor-
boge cons ond the cooperalion of
the employes= i refroining from

Phodo Fy Herwell

Deer with [owns



encouraging the bears by [seding

them. No cases of bear [eeding were

encoumtered and no Injuries by
boars within the grove were re-
ported.

Parcupines did considerable dom-
age to the pitiype restrcoms by
gnawling ot the seats and platforms.
A slight amount of damage was
done to the bark of voung trees.
These mammals have gnowed at
the boses of mony prominent gicnt
gequolas, also. Their numbers do
not gppear to be sufficlently largs
to necessitate any conirol measures.

Covotes  hkequently were seen
aglong the rood. Their scots and
tracks were ohbserved on all the
trails. Several instances of evidence
of coyoles feeding on decd deer
were noted, Gray foxes were ob-
served on szeveral ocgasions,

During the summer, the checklist
ef mammals of the Mariposa Grove
was augmented by cbservation of
the following species: Siriped skunk,
ring-toiled cat, hobeat, long-tailed
meadow mouse, vagrant shrew, and
mountain lHon (1948 record).

Other mammals found within the
Mariposa Grove include; Gambel's
white-footed mouse, Sierra marmot,
Tahoe chipmunk, longeared chip-

R T e S T

munk, chickares, ray Tel,
Sterra Nevada pocket gopher, Slerra
ground scquirrel, golden-mantled
ground  squirrel, and raccoon.

Notes on the Fishes

Ne Hsh were found in Hattlesnaks
Creek. In Big Tree Cresk, both eas!
ern brook trout and roinbow trout
cre present. 1 fished in Big Tres
Creek several times but the resulls
of two irips will illustrate the compo
sition of the fish founa. Cn July 13
1950, I fished upstream from the
remager's cabin to the fre rood. |
caught 16 rainbows and 2 easter:
brooks. Only 4 of the 18 were owver
the B-dnch limit; the others wess
corefully released, The largest wos
8% inches long. On September 14
1950, I covered the stream from the
falls to a peint about Y2 mile above
the junction of Raltlesnake Creek
The cotch consisted of 8 rainbow:
and 5 eastern brooks. Of the 13 fish,
only one was aver the legal length.

The rainbows are more abundan!
than the egstern brook. The size o
both species is small in this streamn
Ample reproduction was evidenced.
omallneas of the trouts can be of

tributed to confinement of the en
vironment and overpopulation,

YOSEMITE IN SPRING
By Elizabeth Godirey Baker

The winler's past, the spring is in the making;
The sun is melting the frozen snows away.
In glad relsase gigontic folls are breaking,
And birdsong greets the dawn of a spring day.
Awake ye souls, ve mortals knowing sadness,
Behold the wonders of God's mighty hand,
Such joyous rapture in superb creation
I= like the strains from Heaven's borderland.
The winter's past, old orchards are ahlooming;
Ok leaves are lace agalnst o moonswepl sky;
Inceszcmtly, we hear (hose lorrents booming
Ag they burst from tombe a long Hime dry.



TINY BIVALVE w -
By Jene E. Pankow, Ranger Naturalist

: come to me by surprise;

ir them out of the seq off the
M of Maine, bolled them and
i them raw, vet 1 never ex-
el to find them here in Yo-
iile. One day a little boy brought
e Tnuseum some Hny things that
il about the size of & pencil
per, though nol as cireular, 1
leln't get the little boy's name,
I finally found the clam's—

widium is found in several areas
the Yosemite Valley floor where
‘glream isn't too rapid, even in
s that are apparently stagnomt,
h as ditches which are filled only
beriods of high waler. Several of
e areas lie between Sioneman
dge and Sentinel Bridge, and ony-
p wishing to delve into these vear-
ind pools will be rewarded with

observing an agbundance of minute-
animal life, including Pisidinm.

Like many of its larger relatives,
Pisidinm moves by means of a Hiny
muscle called a foot which con be
extended between itg shell halves or
valves, However, unlike some other
clams, Piidinm often moy be found
clinging to water plants close to the
surface, although it feeds not on the
plamis, but by ciliary action, sucking
in food-bearing water and straining
out the tiny pieces of edible matier.

At first Picidinnm seems lo be of no
use to man, though it should not be
condemned for this. It certalnly is
too small for mem to eat: however,
the stomechs of some of our Yo-
semite frout have been found to con-
tain parlly digested clams, so that
here again we find an apparently
ingignificant animal working for the
benefit and pleasure of man,

AN INSPIRING MESSAGE IN THE MARIPOSA GROVE
By Newton B. Drury, Former Director, National Park Service

giant trees among which we
are classed as wonders of the
d and this Mariposa Grove is
8 of the great possessions of our
ticn. Thal is why, in spite of the
my speeches [ have already mede
‘this gathering, | agreed, cn Re-
mal Director Allen's invilation, to
r another word te the Naotionmad
Ik Service family. Nowhere else
d it be mere appropriats to em-
ize the functon of the National
itk Service as frusiee or the great
bices of beauty and wonder ond
e sltes of scientific ond historie in-
rest in America,

L note: The [ollowing stiring address, spoken without advance preparabon by Mr Drucy
ber 18, 1950, in the majestic selling of the Mariposs Greve of glant sequolas, marked o
nt of the twenteth Mallenal Park Service Confersncs, held in Yesemile Naticoal Perk.

The legs one tries to put in words
the importonce of the sequolas,
whether it be the big trees of the
Slerra or the coast redwoods, the
more nearly one begins to succeed
in' recognizing their greatness. One
needs only to stand ameong them.
Cur own California peel, Edwin
Markhom, tried to express it when
he said: "These mighly trees be-
leng o the siletices and the milien-
niums. Many of them have seen o
hundred humean generations ss,
give off their little clamors, and
perish. They chide ocur pettinessa.
They rebuke cur impisty. They seem



indeed 1o be forms ol Immaoriality
standing here amaong the tranaitory
shopes of time."

That message of the blg lrees was
one of meaning to men like Joseph
LeConte and Dr. John C. Merriam,
who had such talent lor interpreting
the greainess of the national parks,
and Dr. John P. Buwalda, who is
here today oz o member of the Yo
semite Advisory Board, as well as o
countléss other men and women in
California and  throughowut the No-
tion, They have long recognized
that a great act was performad when
in 1884 President Abraham Linesln
signed the bkill which created, first
s a state pork, and later as Yo
semite National Park, this reservao
tion where we are loday, The story
s told by the historian of Yosemite,
Dr. Carl P. Russell.

Whatever Horace Albright elaim
as to the priorty of Yellowstone
and his claim s [Herally rue—we
Californions stand together in say
ing that the national park type, the
basic Ildea, originated in 1864 in
Yosemita.

]

1]

[ spoke of Edwin Matkham, and |
spoke of Abraham Linealn, My mind
goos back to an experlence thot |
had in Greenville, Tennesses, when
visiting the Andrew [ohnsen Na
tional Maonument, [t shows the many
ways in which the areas of the na
tional pork system are interrelated
As ] wenl upstairs in the old home
where Andrew Johnson spent his los
vears, there on the wall wers tw
laded phelographs and under ther
the caption: "Yo-Semite.” They wern
pictures of the valley where we me
today. My thoughts went back |
1864 when Andrew Johnson was pr
siding efficer of the Senate. [t iz 1
hard 1o believe that he had receivad
these pholographs of the incompa
able Yossmite oz part of the con
paign to induce the Congress to pass
the act which later received the sio
nature of Abraham Lineccln.. And
thinking aggin of Markham, ther
coame o mind the ending of his poen
on the death of Lincoln, described by
Alired MNoyes az "the most impres
zive climax in English pestry’":

“And when he 2]l in whirlwind, he went down
As when g lordly cedar, green with boughs,
Goes down with a great shout upon the hills,
And leaves a lonesome place against the sky."”




DIGEST OF THE PURPOSES OF THE

YOSEMITE
NATURAL HISTORY
ASSOCIATION

Yosemite National Park, California

INCDHPDRPLTED for the purpose of
cooperating with the National Park Service by ossisting the
Naturalist Department ol Yeosemite Mabonal Park in the
development of a broad public understanding of the geology,
plant and animal life, history, Indians and related inlerests
in Yosemite Notional Park and nearby regions. It gids in the
development of the Yosemite Museum and library, fosters
scientitic investigations along lines of greatest popular inter
est, offers bocks on natural history applicable o this area for
sale to the public, and cooperates in the publication of

Y osemite Nature Notes
$1.00 per year

Subseription includes all
regular and special numbers,

Revenue derived from the activities
of the Yosemite Natural History Asso-
ciation is devoted entirely to further-
ing the progress of research and in-
terpretation of =ignificant interests in
Yozemite National Park.
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