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Flgure |. The Camp Fremon| Treaty. Mariposa Creek. March 18, 1881 (Cherel band an moy
"Callfornia 1," 18th Anmiad Repoet, Burean American Eibnology, Par) 3, 18884

(BRIDGEPORT I8

A
MARIPOSMA CREEH
STORE

This ireaty was signed on the same day thal the Maripesa Baflalion set out upon the expedl
tlon which resulted in the discavery of Yozemile Valley, By ils lerms six tribes gove up lainh
which e¥lended lrom the coasl eastward to the crast of the Sisrro [No. 274 of chartl. In ihe
region of the present Yosemite National Park the Mercad drainage basin constituled the southem
limits of the ceded londs ond the Tuolumne River eyatem formed the northern boundary. A
"ragervation”’ lo be occupied by these Irbes wos deslonoled en lands necth aond Acrlbes
ol the present clty of Merced which included the sites of lhe present towns of Snelling an
Mercad Falls (Mo, 273 of charll. George Belt, as Balt and Company, obioined exclusive righis 1
frade with the |ribes Involved in this treagly. Two of the tribes or bands, the Sivan-e and the
Poste-yan-t, esiablished their rancherio in the vicinily of Belt's place af business near the
prasent-day Merced Falle. The athers, the Co-conpon, A-pongosss, Ap-lo-cha, and A-walo-che
sol themselves up on the Tuclumne River at a locality abowe Dickersan's Ferry whers o seeand
Belt and Co. store was eparated by Wiliam [, Howord, a parner in the company. One of the
few Hiercary irecsures which stem from the hrief Wading post ero in California history is (b
bock, Sam Ward in the Gold Resh, Stantord Universily Press, 1949, Ward, an employes of Bl
and Ce., spent 2 years aomong the Podeyandi as storekeeper and trader, His account of hi
expriences on the "Mercedes Indian Reservation” provides o very wandariul link with the pos

The Camp Frament irealy wes never ratitied ond the “Mercedes Reservation” was of shon
duralion. Under authority granied by the Indion agent, Bell and Co. contracted 1o supply 1
beef and flour ollowed by the Camp Fremoni tresty for the yeors 1850 and 1852, Regarding
this business Sam Ward wrote; “Uncle Sam, theugh good for what he puls his name fo, is a9
dilafory omd scrubinizing of all bills not yel accepted as the verlesl Behamian that sver que
Honed the Hems or posiponed the poyment ol a fallor's acecunt, In our case, the supplies wer
honestly furnished, the accounts mode out with serupulous exoctitude by thal most prodish,
squeamish, and methodical of honest bock-keepers, Judge Stokes, whilom of San Antonio
Toxos, and since of Steckten, Catifornia: they wers all certitied by Col Adam [chnsten, fhe
Indian sub-agent referred o, and yel af this day |Ward's arlicles lirst oppeared in  Portes
Spirit of the Times. New York, 1861] all the ellaris of the parties interested have only reached
the threshold of fhat throne of mercy bul not of groce, the Courr of Claims.” Carvel Callies
editor of the Sam Ward arilcles, 1949, explains thal the amount dus Belt and Co. with 57,890
and thaot the company's elaim was rejected by ithe Courl of Cloims in 1859, Afjar 27 years al
legal struggle (1878) Ball's widow collected the amount dua,

It is understandable that the cumbersome machinery sel up by the U. 5. Government iof
the purpose of mesting the Indion problem in Catilornia sheuld hove deterred hones| men from
aitempting to solve the preblam. Even compelent emplovess af the Government become dis
guated with the prescribed procedures ond oflempted short cuts to lover their Indian werds,
Carvel Colling obearves (p. 54) "Because of the plight of the Indians on their nearly slerils
reservalions, Johnston supplisd them with mere beel and flour then the treaties stipulated, Hi
aclion in thus increasing the Indiane' subaisience—as well aa hls arranging, withowt outhority,
for the voccination of those under his care—recsived the complals approval of the aeting Indion
commissicner in Washinglon. Bul Cangrass did not appropriale monay fo pay the dabis, Johnstan
was discharged early In 18527

Cover Photo: Merced Laks, Yosemile National Park. By Ansel Adaoms lrom “Yosemite and the
Sierra Mevada," text by John Mulr, 84 pholographs by Ansel Adams. Reproduction by kind
permizsion of Houghton Milin Company.
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By Carl P. Russell, Park Superintendent
V1. Politics in Early California Indian Affairs

® was indicated in the precaeding
e ent ot the present series of
ples military actlon was not suf-
i untc itselt in bringing to a
the sirife between while set-
cnd the natives of the Sierra
waca, The weaker or more troact
8 trihes were sufficiently Im-
weed by show of military force
i by the bloody punishment
gl cut by volunteers omd the
nlar Army to cause them to bow
e demaonds of treaty maokers.
flly even the hostile and spunky
rchillas  cnd  Chockchonces
B induced to treat as described
lhe porographs which follow.
y the Yosemiles held lo their
I determination to aveid the de-
of th= white man, Inevitably it
demonstrated that only the Yo-
es hod the right ldeq; proc-
lly all ol the tribes and bonds
b rested thelr foith in trecties
“taken in” by poliicians ond
ers. The tfrecties were never
led and the U. 5. Government
Lot moke good on the promises
lo by its agents. Public opin-
end the: ballot swept conscien-
men out of ollice, and murder of
i Indians and white men who be-

lisved that o sone procedurs head
been devised by the lrealy makers
was o lairly usugl action i the polls
fmiled to clear opposition from the
path of the states-righters.

The first treaty to be negoticled
in the Yosemile region was the docu-
ment of March 19, 1851, signed at
Coamp Fremont near the Little Mari-
posa River, and already referred io
in the Hrst installment of this =eries
(Yosemite Nature Notes, March 1951,
p. 25), The Si-yan-te, Podto-yan-ti, Co-
conoon, A-pangasse, Aploche,
and A-walache were unwilling
signers of this instrument. By the
terms of the ireaty these Indicms
gave up lands which extended from
the Paciiic to the crest of the Sierra.
This territory was bounded on the
north by the Tuclumne River and on
the south by the Merced, Yosemile
Valley and the northern part of the
present  Yosemlte MNational Park
were included and, of course, the
Yosemite Indions were affected, It
was intended that the Yozemites like
their nelghkbors should "cede clalm
to all other country” and for ever
after reside upon the designeted res-
arvation just north and northeast of
the presant city of Marced.



The lands invalved n this tremece
lion are shiown in the accompanying
chart, figure [. Roughly, the "ceded’”
territory  referred to i the Central
Miwok home-lands recognized by
Kroeber in his Hawdbuok of the ln-
dians of Califorsia, Washington, 1825,
plus a sirip of hiz Northern Valley
Yokuts lands and a porlion of the
Costomoan south of San Francisco
Bay. Of the =ix tribes or bands identi-
fied by the freaty makers one hun-
dred years ago only the Co-conigon
is mentioned by Kroeber. Thess In-
diana are classed by him as Yokuts.
Recent ethnolegists have not at-
tempted to reconcile the clossifico-
tion of the treaty mokers with the
findings of present-day acholars and
generally the history of the early
treagtiee  in  California  has  besn
avoided m. published worke.

O the same day (March 18, 1851)
thert this Hrst treaty was signed, Mo,
I. D. Servage and two companies of
the Mariposa Battalion =et oul o find
Yosemite Valley and the uncoopera
tive Yosemite Indimns. Thiz expedi-
tion hos been described in the first
installment (Yosemite Natwre Notes,
March 1951, pp. 26-28), and the sub-
sequeni forays against the Yozemites
were coversd in the second and
third installments (Yosemite Nature
Nofes, April 1951, pp. 3335 June
1951, pp. 593:56). Tt will sullice 1o
slate here thal the Yosemite Indians
were expected ond =ought for in
connection with subseguent trealies,
bui the wily Chisf Tenoyo never
became o party to any of the so-
called agreements.

On April 28, 1851, the Indion com-
missioners with the help of J. D
Savage and his followers succeeded
in assembling chieis cnd other rep-
reseniatives of 16 tribes or bands ot
Camp Barbour, on the site of which
Fart Miller was built very soon affer
the conclave broke up. The bands

Involved wore. the How-schso

Cheok-chan-ce, Chowchil-les, Po-h

neechee, and Nook-cheo (all placed
lor the convenience of the treciy
makers under the chiel, Nawvok
gual; Pil-cat-chee, Cas-son, Toeom-na
Tallin-chea, and Pos-ke-=a (gl 1incm
the chief, Tom-guith and Wo-cha-of
lta-chee, Choenem-nes, Cho-ki-m=n
a, Wemalche, ond No-lo-no-to (40
under the chief, Pos-gquall Soms of
the details of this treaty are given
in the preceding installment (Yo
semite Natare Notes, June 1951, p. 54
The lands invaolved are indicated in
the accomponying chearl, figurs U
Nos. 279 gnd 275,

By this tirme the treaty tmoken
hod decided that the Yosemite [n
dions weare legically a unit withis
this assemblage of bands and they
wrote into the treaty: "When the '/
sem-i-te’ Tribe come in they shall i
like manner, be asscciated with !
Tribes or Bands, under the authonib
or control of ‘Nal-yak-quao.” " In ether
wards the Yosemites were to
grouped with their nearest and mos
intimate neighbors — Po-hones-ches
and Mook-cheoo, both Miwok,
Chook-chonce and Chow-chil-len
Yokute—a grouping which sesn
natural  enough, bat the circun
stonce of "under the authorlty
control of Nabyak-gua” probakbly
made no strong oppeal 1o the proud
Tenava. Nai-vak-gua howeve
friendly to the whites had not wo
for himsell high place among th
Indigna.

An impressive list of properti=
and supplies to be provided by th
Government was stipulated in the
treaty, Five hundred head of hed
cattle, averaging 500 pounds each,
ond 260 sacks of flour wers to o
divided among the Indicns by the
agent during each of the years 185
and 1852, After ratification of ih
treaty eoch man and boy in th



waa to gel two pairs of strong
loons and twe red flannel
, Eoch woman and girl was to
ve one lingey gown. The prom-
supplies included 3,000 wvards
| talico ond of brown shesting, 30
nds of Scoich thread, & dozen
te of assoried scissors, | aross of
mbles, assoried needles, one 2%
{ blanket for sach mon and
bt over 15, 3,000 pound of iron,
il 500 pounda of steal,
ing the first vear livestock and
ltural sguipment was to con-
ol 75 brood mares, 3 stallions,
) milch cows, 3 bulls, 12 voke of
fx cattle with yokes ond chains,
‘work mules or horses, 30 plows
Jarge, 20 small), 30 sets of har-
g8 {or plow horses or mules, saed
2l proper kinds for planting, 100
pping axes, 100 hatchets, 30 mat-
or picks, 300 garden or com
w, 100 spades, |5 grindstones,
g 3 U. S. flags (one for each prin-
kil chief).
Jrie former ond two ossistants,
¢ carpenter, one blacksmith, and
@ principal schocl leachers with
Bistcnts were lo be emploved by
Govaernment. Schoolhouses,
ops, and dwellings were o be

poted as needed,

plion into the wavs of the white
i1, 56 Indian leaders bound them-
wes to refroin from hostilities and
le toke no private revenge
Indian or whiie man; the white
ert was to adjust all personal dif-
ltigz, "Il there be violence civil
Whcrities will try cases.” The tribes
illy and severally quilclaimed all
hts to lond or seil, other than the
tonoted ressrvation.

Wrents known to the present writer.

To this agresment Redick McKes,
G, W, Barbour, and ©. M. Wozen-
craft affixed their signatures as rep-
resenting the U, 8. Government. The
document was "Signed, Sealed and
delivered” in the presence of nine
white winesses who also signed:
John McKee, secretary; John Hamil-
ten,  interpreter;  Adom  Jehnston,
agent; E. D. Keyes, captain, 3rd Ar
tillery, commanding escort; W. 5.
King, assistant surgeon, U. 5. Army:
I. H. Lindrum omd H. G. | Gibson,
second leutencmts, 3rd Artillery; N.
H. Meclean, second lisutenant, 2nd
Intantry; and T. H. A. Mars. The
signature of . D, Savage does not
appear, but it is well known that in
the negotiating of this treaty he func-
tioned in important way as adviser
ta the commissioners, medicddor he-
tween the chisfe, interpreter and
shaper of policy, as well gz military
chief in commemd of the State forces
then activaly engaged in policing
the region.

A third great council was organ-
ized at Camp Belt! on the Kings
River on May 13, 1851, The Indions
involved—the Ta-<che, Coh-wia, Yo-
kol, Ta-lum-ne, Wic-chum-ne, Hol-ou-
mea, To-ensche, Tu-huc-mache, In-
tim-pa-a-che, and Chol-nuck—
claimsd parts of the territory al-
racdy  surrenderad o the United
States under the terms of the Camp
Barbour treaty of April 23, area No.
279, described above and shown on
the chart, figure 2; however, o zep-
arate 'reservation,” No. 278, was
designated as depicted an the zame
charl, For reasons not explained in
known records the We-mal-che and
No-to-nete who participated in emd
were provided for in the Comp Bar-

crvel Calling, editor of Sem Waed in the Crold Rush, Stanlord University Preas, 1949, slafes:
et threw Unlled Stales commissionsrs arrlved 1o treat with the Indians [on Moriposa Cresk,
feh 19, 1851], Geoege Bell visited them and mads such o geed impresaion thot they named
I next comp after him.” Acteally, their next comp was Camp Barbour: b was thelr thicd
I which received the nome, Bali. Its exact Jocafion on the Eings River iz nol revealed in the
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Flgure 2. The Comp Borbour Treaty, Son Joaquin River. April 28, 1081 (Chan based on m
“Ealllormia LY 1R Asnuad Repert, Baroun Ameroan thowishisggy, Praet 2. 1060

w(0AKLAND) {‘.'-::usi—.n--.'-- 3 .
& --,w.«‘r';c-.v.o.l_ﬁ’/" ’77/ > ;.

The 16 teibes allected by the Comp Barbour treaty were natives of the lerritery Indicoe
az Mo, 279, ohove, Within this aren wers the tribee or bonds with which the studest
Yomemite history is best aoqualnted: the Cheook-chon-ce, Chow-chilles, Fo-honee<che, an
Mack-choo, These Indions, like the Yesemites, regularly eccupied lands in or neor the southo
parlion of the presenl Yosemile Natlonal Park. They are the peoples firsl thowghl of wh
mentlen i maode of the Mardpoaa lndien War: the Chock-chan-se and Chow-chil-lee, like
Yosemiles, were doughly [fghlers ond guile delermined to kesp thelf independence, Unik
the Yosemltes, however, they coplluloted in the matter of ogresing fo the terms of this trech
The frealy In full oppears in the lest edition (1831} of C. F. Ruseell's One Hunelred  Yours o
Yosemilte, pp. 176182

The “ressryolion’’ specified is indicaled os Ne. 275 on the chart above. 1l hes beso d
soribed in oo preceding inetallment {Yosemite Nature Notes, Juna 1851, pp. 53-56), ond it la anl
necessary 1o repenl hers that the best known pertion of it wae the comparatively small @
on the Fresne Hiver o which the commissicners and the Maorposa Bollalion tock the me
tractahie bonds in the early spring of 1851, H waos commeonly teferred to os the “Fraan
Resarvation” ond on the "Olficicl Map, the Stote of Califerniz, By an Act of the Laglalann
passed Morch 75, 18537 it appsars as the only remnant of the larger reservation. Even this
small plece of riverbotiom lands wos snalched from Indian ownershlp before momy me
months passed. Many yeats afterward these londs became the property of Mr. ], G, Sttt T/
areq was pamed the “Adobe Ranch,” o designafion which s still in use on the nome plof
over the sntremee lo the tanch, 1 s bul @ few miles downstream from the . D. Bavage tradis
poet eite on the Fresno River, o place of businesa which by Savoge's own testimony wo
egtablished on October &, 1850 (Hussell, 1931, p. 183 Because of the sianiflcones of the trodin
post alte in Yosemile history if hos received o good deal of atlention in connestion with |
currenl shaervance of the Yosemile Centennial, Some enlighiening stotements ragarding g
graphis relatienships and the physical choracter of the "stors” appear Lo the June 1951 numb
of the Mistaricnl Bulletin, Tulare County Historieal Soclsly, The plan to moke this alte mos
acoessible 1o wisitars ond to give it sfotus as o county or Siole park ia loudable; there reat o
benes of [ 0, Sovage interred upen the spot whers transpined @ number of the avents whicl
lad to the Moriposa Indien War, ond there olso the postwar business focused in large degi
as hanest men oflempted to thwor the moves of designing individuals whe could net tolard!
{he thought of any bequest io Indions. A further argument for park stotus s found o the fod
that the site and the country which eurrounde it ars {rés [tem ranch developments or oth:
Improvements: It is fruly o dalightful relle of the faothill couniry as il was when Indians were (U
claimanta: It ie possessed of natural beauty, blalogical Interest, ond great historieal significano

The Comp Belt Treaty, Kings River. May 13, 1851

The 12 tribas or bands affecied by this, the third trealy negoticled in the general viclnily
of Yosemite, cloimed ports of the large ferrifory, No, 279 above—londs which had already bee
surrendered by the nolives who signed the Comp Barbeur treaty. In order that these pecpla




realy were also included in
Einge River treaty,

ther attention was glven to the
wis of the Tuolumne-Stomislaus
on on May 28, 185], when the
polum-ne, We-chilla, Su-co-oh,
Bplonsmi, Chaprohsim, and
wor-ne sent delegates to o
Bl councll called by the comimis-
re at Dent's ond Vantine's
ng (Knights Ferry) on the Stan-
E.wﬂr The lands taken by the
ment on this ceocasion are
in the gccompanying chart,
3, No. 281, The designaled
prvation” for these tribes also
beirs @s Mo, 280. The treaty was
gigned and there is evidence
pome of the Indians Invelved
B escorted o the confines of
prescribed new home, but the
tveition dropped out of reckon-
al o very ecrly date and thers
0 known history of authorized
¢ and physical develepmenis,

m Moy 30, 1851, o treaty of par-
ar zignificance and interes| was
Hated at Coamp Kevez on the
River. The Indicms involved

n this ecession of lands weéra the

Kavyote, Wo-la-s1, Nuchowws,
Wack-socha, Pal-wizsh-o, Poken-weal:
le, ond Yo-wilchine The lomds

taken frem them are shown on the
aoocompanying chart, figure 2, Ne.
279, a= arz the two reservations Noa
277 and 278, sel up to cccommodae
these seven iribes. It was in connec-
tlem with the settlement of Indions
upon these reservations that the bit-
ter resentment of white settlers cama
te a head.

Only o very few bong fide white
residents were in the Kings Riwver
region in 1B51, but the superlative
agricultural gualities of the locality
weare known to many of the miners
of Mariposa and vicinity, Il was the
intention of these informed pionesrs
to esiagblish @ new county in the
southern paorl of Mariposa County,
In April 1832 the Staote legislature
authorized |he creation of the new
county — "The southern portion of
Maripoza County so cuf off, shall s
called Tulare Couniy.” The same act
named James D. Savags, John Bol
ing, M. B. Lewis, and W. W. Mc-
Millen as a board ol commissionars

§ one of the rivers of the Sierra the

ndicma upen their "resecvation,”

“Wimmelche,”
bar the MNutunutu, The present Honford and Kingeburg locolities were their homs
. Ciher tribes Heted in the treaty are nal identifiable with fribes or bands under recsnt
e, History does not record the procedurs of the commissicners (il any) in settling

\be requlorly assigned to o designated home, the elongoied reservation Nao. 278 extending
he Chowchitlo River fo the Koweah waos sel up,

j¢ Tache were a Tulare Lake tribe and were coce one of the larger Yokuls peoples. The
ol the lrealy maokers are the Kowio or Koweah of the sthnologists, They gove their
| pame 1o the Kaweah River and to the foothill town, Kaweah, near Sequoia Nalional Park.
¥orkol hed their principal willoge on the south slde of the Koweoh River neor the pressot
&l Exster, The Hol-cu-ma of the treaty mokers wers the Holkomo of present-dey ethnologiata:
were western Moncs who resided en the upper reaches ol the Kings River system. The
a-che were in ail llkslihood a Yokuts bond called by Kroeber Indimbich, residents of
Wesent-day Dunlop lecality, The Chal-nuck or Choinak lived south of the present lawn of
W and below Farmersville. The We-malche or Wimilchi lived on the lowsr Kings River
o reamembared becouse Jededich Smith encountered them in 1827 and in his journols

The Neodo-nedo of the trealy are called

The Camp Esyes Treaty, Kaweah River, May 30, 1851
wen additional tribes of the southern San Jooguin Valley wers alfected by the cession

i lands, Mo, 273 gbove. They were broughl te lerms on May 30, 1851, and provided with

arvations, MNos. 277 ond 278. Hot mesentment of the whiie settlsrs on the Kings resulted
5 further ollofment of lands fo [ndions and there lollowed murderaus oitacks upan
i the Indions who believed in the word of the freoty makera. I was 1. D, Sovaga’s
cfion of the bloodthirsty and unprincipled politlclems invelved in these murders whick
ht obout the fight in which Sovage wae killad,



to conduet an election for county of-
ficars, On July 10, 1852, the slection
wes held and Walter H. Harvey was
plected county judge, a position

which outomatically made  him
president of a new board of com-
missioners. Harvey reflected the

feeling of many of his neighkors in
the matter of lands for Indians. "The
government of the United States has
no right to select the territory of a
sovereign Slale to establish reserva-
tions for the Indians, nor for any
other purpose, without the consent
of the State,” The State lagislature of
1851-52 mstruciad the California
Senators and Reprssenlatives in the
1. 5, Congress to use their influsncs
to have the Indians removed he-
veond the limits of the State? The in-
flusnce of the Califormia delegation
in Washington was at least suffi-
clent to frustrate the plans of the In-
dion commissioners and the 1851
trealies mode in such earnesiness in
Califormio were “thrown oul the
window' in Washingion.?

By July 1852 I. D. Savage had no
otficial status in either State or Fed-
eral government other than his
cuthority to trade with Indians and
a guasi title as subagent for the com-
missioners. In this business he was
active en the Fresno ond he had
plans for o store on the Kings, where
his influence with the natives was
quite of potent as it was to the
north. Becouse he hod been a party
io most of the treaty making de-
scriced in the preceding pages he
seemingly felt constrained to upheld
the rights of the Indicns a= pre-

scribed by the Tormal agresmnients
signed by the Indlon commissiconera
To some of his friends among the [n
dion chiels he gawve written tes
monials regarding his knowledge of
promises made. To Watoka, chist ol
the Cho=anemne, who had treatsd
at Camp Barbour, he had given ihe
iollowing written notice:

GREETINGS: Know all men by thess pou
anta, that the holder of thiz, Wolaka, iz 1he
echial of the Chopemne tribe, and has feeated
with the Commizsicners for the lands whioh
he now accuples, which said land, he, the
sojd Waloka, Iz resalved to hold and accupg
with his paople, aparl and alone, entiooly
[rae from while men and their setlements, He
the said Watcka, desires me to say thaol o
malestation or hindronce will be given
white men troveling through this country, L
that he iz determined 1o pravent ol oo

croachments o his people’s land, Jaomes
Savage, Frezne River, Tune 17, 1852,

Walcka's band lived on the Kings
River within the guthorized reser o
tion, No. 273, figure 2, Camphb-ll
Poole, and Co. aestablished ranch
headquariers and a ferry a few mile:
below the Cho-s-nem-ne villags, bul
within the limits of the designoisd
reservation. On July 1, 1852, Walcko
emd o party of his followesrs aocostad
Mr. Edmunds, one of the owners of
Camphbell, Pocle, and Co., at ik
ferry. Watoka ordered Edmunds |
gatl out of the Indian reservation and
honded him a copy of the "grest
ings” slgned by Savage.

Edmunds and Campbell immed
ately spread the word regarding
threats made by the Indicns. B
July 3 o party of about 20 men
headed by Walter H. Harvey wo
orgunized for the purpose of prov
ing to Watoka that the Indian com

2, "Thate was alac a lagal barrier lo successful reafy-making b Collfornia. Neither Spain oo
Mexico hed recognized the uvsufructuary rlght of the Indions tc the lund. Therelore, i wa
held thot when Maxies ceded the land to ths United Stoles, the government oblained an abs
Tute title, Thars was thus no legal necessity for trectics with the Indians for their land.” (1)

Rale of the Iscdion in ."'\rrJHrmnI Espansim, by John

O, C., 1938, p. 1154

4, On Meorch 3,

. Pwerg, NMahcnal Park Sarvice, Washingtn

1853, the Indion Appropriotion Bill outhorized the President to ssiabllsh

mere than five mesrvations in California, not 1o eeeeed 25,000 acres sach.



% 1. The Swnlslous Hiver Treaty. Knights Ferry, May 28, 1851 (Chatl based on mog.

aba 1" 18Eh Annual Report, Baroas American Ethnology, Part 2, 1899,

@ #ix tribes aifecied by this teoly ccoupied jands which ore classified Ly ethnologists

enging 1o Northern and Central Miwok, Nerthern Valley Yokuts, ond Cosloncan. How-
Ul fribol nomes as given by the treaty makers are not to be found in Ereeber's Hondhaal
lians of Californie, Even ihe Tou-olum-ne, one of the six tribes listed-—a goup whish

e nome 1o prominent California ploces—recelves no treatmentl.

foners' promises meant nothing,
¥ iraveled to the Choenemne
end bearded Waicka in his
‘I was Harvey's declared in-
Bh to sscort Walcka and two
“oifending'’ Indians as prison-
boack to Campbell, Poole, and
panch. The Indians refused to
th before their captors and a
il fight was precipitated. The
ns in the villoge had no arms
{ thaon bows and arrows, but
the crowd of bucks, squaws, and
.; the white men poured thelr
White men who pariicipated in
by stated  "there were nine
Wl ond g mony more badly
fided, . . . Under any cnd ail
mstances, we hold oursslves
adiness to defend our country
our friends from any foe of
jever kind they may be.” (San
Republican, July 24, 1852}

place of mesting for Irealy purposes wog “Dent ond Vantine's Crossing” of the
River, o sefllemsnt which very pcon alter the ecnclove become known as Knights
..- @ ploce nome which persists todoy, The lands given up by the Indions cn this ocoasion
i fiom San Francisco Boy to the mouniginlops west of Bridgeport Valley and include tha
galta Jonds of the San joaquin ond Sacromento Rivers—Neo, 281 on the chart abowve.
designoted reservation extended from the Sianisious Alver on the norh to the Tuolumne
formed itz scuthern boundary—No, 280 above. No record hos been found regarding
Bpments which may have 1oken ploce on the reservalicn after the commissioners crderad
: 8 lo accupy their new and restricied rongs,

To the wriler |t seems undersiand-
able enough that ] D Savage
should have assumed shligation to
uphold the Indion in his defined
rights. Sovage had become ao-
guainted wiih the Indions of the
Kings-Tulare regicn while serving
with them in Fremont's batialion in
1846-47, and his contacts with them
in succeeding yeors haod been con-
stan!, albelt sometimes s military
foe. Yet, evidences now available
would indicate that there was al-
ways a sincerity of purpose in what
wos done by Savage, and that al-
though he had a business interest in
Indion offgirs he was honest in his
endeavor to bring about an under-
standing between white men and In-
dicms which would makes for good of
country. Hiz reaction to the news of
the murderous attack upon Watoka's
villoge was quick and sharp, He de-



neunced the action teken by Harvey
and his followers and spearheadead
the opposition to the Indion-hatling
taction in the two counties, Mariposa
and Tulare, The cutcome of the elac-
tion already mentionsd would indi-
cate thai Horvey had a gregier fol-
lowing aimong the settlers than did
Scrvage, vet it 18 o maoiter of record
thet Savage wenl about ameng the
Indion villages and used his best
offices in quisting the uprising which
threatened because of the attack
upon the Cho-enem-nes.

In August 1852 Sovoge wos re-
guested by the U, 5. Indion commis-
sioners o attend the grand council
which had been scheduled for the
irices of the KingsKaweah region:
En route from hiz Fresno store Sov-
age croszed lhe Kings ot the Camp-
kell, Poole,and Co. ferry an August
16. He siopped at the public house
for breakifost and encountersd Har-
vey, In the fight which ensusd Sav-
cage dropped his revolver but with
his fists knocked Harvey to the floar,
twice. "They were again separctad
by gentlemen present. As Harvey
straightened himself onto his {est, he
pregented o six-zshooter and  shot
Maior Savage through the heart
Savage tell without saying anything,
It wos supposed that Harvey shot
him twice after he was dead, every
ball iaking effect in his heart,” (T, P,
Russell, Owe Hundred Years in Yo
semife, first edition, 1931, p. 42}

It is hordly to be expected that this
deed by Judge Harvey brought any
punishment upon the killer-maagis-
, fraie. Harvey appointed ons Joel H.
Brocks justice of the peoce for the
gole purpose of investigating his
eoze. "Of course Harvey wos ac
cquitted by Brocks—was not even
held to answer belore the Grand
Jurg."” (W. W, Elliott, History of Fresno
County; - Bem  Francisco, 1881). The
trend toward repudiation of the In-

dicm trociion progressed and wmw.n1
a few yoears no [ndian of the Y

semite region dored to cloim ony
rights whatever. In 1858 Judge Hu
vey married Miss Helen Downey,
daughter of John Downsy whe ba
came Governor of California in 1800
On  January 25, 1868l, Gowverna
Downey aoppointed Harvey o (e
position of superintendent of imm

arafion, Port of San Francisco o
position ke held until his death
BAugust 1861 (Annie H. Miichall
King of the Tulares, Wisalia, 1941, |
226).

The commissioner of Indian
fairs, Washington, D.C., stgled o
hiz annual report of 1861 "If ever (he
secrel histary of the late disturbanca
| Californice] i wrilten, we hove
no doubt hut ninstesn oul of avan
twanty will be found to have hod
thelr origin in direct aggression on
the part of unprincipled white me
or failure on their part to supply (he
Indians with beef and Hour as ih
promized reward for their labors
(Mitchell, p. 226). To this the con
missioner might have added—"an:
refusal on the part of the Conagress
fo resoanize obligations incurred by
the agents of U, 5. Government.”

The “secret freaties” relerred |
ahove have not hesn secret since (1
appearance in 1899 of the work, "lu
dicn Lond Cessions in the Wnited
Stetes,” complled by Charles
Royce and published in two parls I+
the Bureau of Americon Ethnolooy
in its Eighteenth Anwnal Repord, 1890
§7. The tregties themselves are now
readily chiagined from the Notiono
Archives where the originals oo
preserved. Micrclilm copies of th
interesting documents moy be e
amined in the library of the Yoo
mite Mussum. Nevertheless, it s o
fact that the sordid story whicol
hovers obout these works of th
treaty makers has been hushed quits




b St bk TR B b A RE R WA ke AR L Pk

Ingly. Al Hirst {I must have de-
determination omd  the
Bl spirit of hord-heartedness
paits of some of the thoughi-
warly Californians to ignore this
i of Pasqual's, lop man of the
nem-ne and signer of the
p Boarbour frecty (Sew [eequin
carr, July 21, 1B5Z, quoted by
thell, p. 2111 "What shall we do?
Iry 1o live on the land the Com-
ners gove us in friendly rela-
with the whites, but they kill our
n cmd children, and if we fles
mountaing, then they hunt us
kil us, and we have no peace

on the londs the Commissioners
give us, or in {he mountains. Where
shall we go and what shall we do?
When the Commissioners gave us
the Uniled GStates Flag and our
popers, they told us thai it would
protect us, but now the Flag is all
stained with our blood, ond our
papers are all bloody, the whiles
are rich and strong, and we pray for
mercy., Our mountain home  has
been taken from us, and we live on
the londs the Great Father gave us,
but how con we live hers, and be
innocently killed? . . . Interceds and
protect us thal we meay live.”
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