Maripots Grove of giawd sequoias
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Hermann Herzag's oil painting of Cosmopalitan Saloon and Sentinel Rock, 1874
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HERZOG'S PAINTING OF THE COSMOPOLITAN SALOON

By Laurence V., Degnan

k.

tlona of the Yosemile Museum.

John Howell's bockstore in San
ncizco, on @ boord about 15 by
Inches, ls a striking oil painting
| the noted landscape artist, the
Hermonn Herzog. The scene is
portion of the south wall of Yo
plte Valley, showing Sentinsl
k cnd the adjacent cliffs, tower-
above the meadow at the present
Village. In the foreground near
penter appears what wos per-
i the most famous Yosemite re-
L of itz day, Johnny Smith's “"Cos-
palilcn Scloon.” This became o
i y known inetitution, o tradition,
plaasze, thot promised to dval
valley's scenic features and to
d intc the background the sto-
Cauthentic or otherwise, of Yo-
¢ ond itz Indions. Herzog's
ing, dated 1874, shows this
b legendary establishment at the
il of ils glory,

general picture of the atmos
@ ol this lobulous place, and of
fitroduction to a person to whom
horticd word s-1--n was anath:

OR'S MOTE: Visitors 1o Yosemite Valley since 1884 have known the name of Degnan,
Ahe litle store and bakery thal Mr. and Mra. John Degnon founded in thal year in the Old
age hove evelved into the cldest continuing business in the park, fs one of ssveral ehil
i bomn te (his pioneer couple, Laurence V. Degron grew up in Yosemite, later 1o beooms
prominent civil engineer In Son Francisco, while retaining o deep intereal in the studying
il recording of human evenis in thiz region. The following article is ane of tha mony fine
iributions of historicol knowledge and materlals he hos made ta lhe ressarch Library ond

ema, may be obtained frem Helen
Hunt Jackson's Bifs of Travel at Home,
published in 1878 by Roberis
Brothers, of Boston. Miss Hunt (she
did not become Mrs. Jackson until
18735) visited Yosemite in June 1872,
2 vears belore the first wagon road
was completed to the wvalley—a
time when modss of travel and lw-
ing accommeodations were very dif-
ferent from those of today. Alter o
horseback ride of 8 or 9 miles from
the end of the stage read ot Gentry,
she ammives ot Hulchingzs' hotsl,
where she finds that her bedroom
floor is rough pine beoards, and the
bedroom walle are thin laths covered
with cotton clath: that there is neither
chair nor table nor pitcher, thot the
washbowl is a shallow tinpom, ond
thel the water must be dipped from
a barrel in the haoll,

Her discovery of the Cosmopaliion
Saloon, atter a long, fatiguing sight-
sgeing trip on horseback, may be
described in her own words, quoted
frotn hor book, beginning on page



137. Her quide {s John Lucas Murphy,
a native of Virginia and an old-
time gulde of Yosemite. (Later on he
was a grecal friend of my iather's,
and | remember him as o lean,
wrinkled, sondy-whiskered old fsl-
low, in o blue jumper cnd Levi
Strauss’ copperriveted overalls.)

Bul here is Helen Hunt Jackson's
account of the saloon:

As Murphy lifted me from my harse, ha
locked at me closely, and said, with a littls
nesitalion of manner:

"Fael & ltlle stif, don't ye?"

Pride raballed ot the suggesiion: but con-
dor conquered, and | replied;

“Yes, Mr. Murphy, 1 must own theat T de.
So many heurs on horssback |s a praty
severe (hing to one unoccustomed 1o riding.”

"1 anly wonder the ladies siond it 5o well's
they do,"” eaid Murphy courteoualy, detect
ing, I have ne doubt, my foclizh pride. “But, if
you was 1o lake a good long hebbath do-
night, you'd {eel as gaad as new fomarrow.”

“A long hotbeth,” exclaimed [, remember-
ing the  shallew milk-pan which sarved me
for wosh-bowl, “Are any cornars of tha Mar
ced healed?”

"Yea," replied Murphy, with perfect grav-
ity. "A good deal of the Marced 1z kepl het
all the lime.”

It was my twm to slare now, Murphy
twinkled, bul did not speak i1l 1 said:

"Whaot de you mean, Mr. Murphy?"

“leet what [ say.” he replied, elowly, en-
laylng my bewildorment, "There's a goad deal
of the Merced kepl hot all the Hme in the
both-tuba in Mr. Smith's saloon. And, what's
more, you won'l find any nicer both-roomz
anywhera, not even in San Franclsen."

This sounded Incredible, Tha fourh [sic] of
the threa bulldings in tha litle plaza was =
lemg, low, deark-brown houss. with a piozza
ot iwo sides, which | knew was oalled
saloon, and at which, for that reasan, T had
looked withoul ‘inerest. Bul [ was soon o
discover that il wos one of the wonders of
Ah-wah-ne”

Thiz long, low, dark-brown house, oalied
the "Cosmcpolitzn Salocn” and kepl by a
Mr. Smitk, canzialz of nine raoms, A billiard-
room, whare are (wa fine billiorddghles: o
reqding-roem, where ame the Calilornia news:
papsrs, and o long writing-able, with  ste-
lionery ready to ane’s hond; o small sitting-
raoam, furpizshed with aolos ond comloriabls
aasy-chairs, ond intended exclusively for the
use of ladies; and five amall bath-rooms, per-
fectly appainied In all respecis and kept
wilh the mos! marvellous neciness, A small
store-room ot the end completes the list of
ithe rooma.

*Node: Mrs, Jackson refuses lo accert the name Yosemite, and adheres o the ariginal [ooo
nome, Ahwahnes (85 of Travel af Home, page 87).

Thio bath-tubs shine; the floors of the bah
roomi e carpatad; Turklsh towels hang on
the recks; soapa. beltles of ealogne, and by
rum are keapl In eoch meam; a ploneushion
stands under sach glass, and on the pin
cushion are not enly pins,  but  scissors
nesdles, thread, and butlons of several kinds
Has anybody ever sesn public bath-racms o
thiz order? And Mr.o Smith mentions, apol
ogetically, thal the buttcn-hooks for which
he hae sent hava not yet arrivad.

A all and portly black mon, with thet L
palish of civility of which the well-teain«d
Africon servant is the only master cn (s
coptinent, atands 1o ewvery requirsment o
Mr. Smith's cuslomers, and exhibils (he o
tablishmerl maoy . limes o day, with o«
pardonable pride.

Mrs. Jackson's description of the
building, as far as it goss, tallis:
with the structure as | knew it, long
after it had been "demoted” oo
its glories of Johnny Smith's day.

John . Smith wos bormn in Cin
cinnati, Thio, and came W S
Francisco by way of Panama i
1850. After o period of mining anu
saloon-keeping ot dilferenl places
he come to Yosemile from Sonoio
Tuolumne County, California, and o
1870 started the construction of the
Cosmoepolitan. The enterprise wos
hailed as the supplying of a gren
civic need, with the promise of o
more abundant life for Yosemie
visitors and residents alike. The [
lowing remarks are quoted from 1w
Uwion Democrat of Sonora, 1ssus
November 5, 1870:

One of the great necessiliss of Yo Ser!
Valley durlng the pasl ten yeors has b
a saloon such as will ke owned and oo
ductad thers by Mr John G, Smith o
opsned on or before the lst of May next
the recepticn of wisilors. Eoch vyeor we h
of the complaginis of traovellers with tegon
to the accommadalions and the absence
thosa relinements which are insepambls |
|aie] celebroted wolering  places, .
medn building is B0 feet by 25 with o po
I0 fest wids extending sntirely cround
Connected with the sglocn will be bath o
furnished in the most gpprovad and coml o
abla style with het ond o2ld baths for lad
and genflamarn, olso a Genl's Asading B
whare files of lhe lalest papers oan ahay
be seen. Lounges, hommeocks, ond ey
cheira will be scaltered arcund the poil
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The Cosmapalitan Soloon during its heyday in the 1870's

ol paloon. A ladies parler will also be

#ched. The bar will be lurnished with the

Bl cnd finest styles of gloss ond silver

e, ond the bar toom will contain wo

b Lilliord tables manufoctured of Cali-

m: laural, Swingsa, shulile boords, quoits

el o shocting gallery wiil aficrd amuse-

| | lor those whose lime hangs heavily on

§# hands. The entire oppoinimenis and

ol the saloon will be unsurpossed by

Y soicon in the State. The cigora, liguors

Wl wines will be of fhe Hrel guality, ond oo

m or expense will be spared fo render it

ol the most attroclive plases ouiside af

Francizco. To thoss who are oogqualnied

Mr. Smith, It iz unnecessary o slate [hat

poscasses the taste and cther qualifica-

necessary o carry on such a edgloon

B monner (0 give entite satiefoction o
who wielt the valley.

The Cosmopoliton started operat
B In 1B71, cmd oppears 1o have
Blllllled every one of the mouth-
Walering expectations with which the

lect was launched. Smith was a
:h type of man personally, and
Widucted his establishment with
rurum. The Mariposa Comnnty Gazelfe

Jun= 12, 1873, has this to say
@bout Johnny Smith and his saloon:

‘hlm . Smith, on lsoloted membar of the

§ Smith fomily, and who has wen the
[E:-H;:n of being the most tastelul and

{ salcon-keeper and bardender in Cali

fornia, is now localed at Yo Semite, ond has
estoblished there the brag saleon of the
State, The Governor of the Stale, and
other nolables, somefime since, visited Yo
Semite, ond on their return, in recogniticn
of his enlerprise in this line, @pd ol his
power to please, sent him a complele service
af silver ware, comprehending every arilcle
used in o saloon. . ., "See Parlas and dis”
hos possed inlo o proverb, bul @ beller one
s, "Vigit Yo Semite and ioke ¢ drink ot
[ehnny Smith's Saloon.'

When the place was established,
it must be remembered, much of tha
material and all of the squipment
cmd furnishings for the saloon had o
be camied inlc the wvalley on the
bocks of pockmules. Doors, mirrors,
and the like, to say nothing of the
bulkier and heavier items, all con-
tributed their own special problems
and demanded their own special
“hitches,” gnd no doubt sometimes
taxed the ingenuity of the pockers.
The front of the building consisted
of thres pairs of large glass doors,
six in all, and one of the cldtimers
of Yozemite told me that these doors,
after assembly at the mill, were dis-
memtled for transporfdation  plece-
meal, on muleback.



On November 18, 1874, Smith
married Miss Suson E. Hoves, at the
home of the bride's parents in Oak-
Iond, California. The siory is that the
two met in Yosemite Valley, where
Miss Haves hod been employed as
a telegraph operator. In the summes
of 1875 Mrs. Smith wos badly
burned by the explosion of a kero-
gene lamp, and the following Morch.
when she was able to travel, her
husband tock her to Merced, where
they made their home thereatter, On
the first part of the trip Mrs. Smith
was transported on a sled houled by
men.

They had two children (born after
the Smiths had left Yosemits), a son
John {dececsed), whom [ knew in
Merced as a prominent dentist, ond
o1 demaghier Edith, who, gs Mrs, Edith
Semith Harrell, lives in Oaklond.

Smith was resourcetul ond enar-
getiz, bouncing back after reverses,
losses by fire, and other ill fortune.
He was highly respected, and his
good nome helped him In getting
riew starts,

The Cosmopoliton was operated
for a time by Smith and his brother-
in-law, Ben Haves, as a partnership,
under the nome of Smith & Haves.
After Smith left Yozemite his brother-
in-lew  conducted  the  business,
which subsegquently passed into
other hands, operations finally ceas-
ing some time arcund the middls
eighties. One of the later owners was
Capt. Ellakim Stemneords Utter, who
married Elizabeth Coffman, the step-
demghter of Williom Coffman, cnce
o1 well-known pelitical figure of Mari-
posa County, and in my time o
pariner in the firm of Coffmon &
Kenney, stable operalers in Yoo
semite.

Bn interesting ond voaluakle fea-
ture of the Cosmopolitan was a mas-
give register, in which Smith and his
successors in intersst invited wisitors

Crurtiir of Mreio Fidith Saeitd Hae

Johrny Smith, proprietor of the famous
Cosmopolitan Saloon

o slgn their nomes, and which ©
now o cherlshed item m the Y
somite Museum. As might be ex
pected, the book contains a wond:«
tal ossortment of names, great o
necr-great, and also a lew nots
great,

In 1874, whether by cccident or d=
glon, o view of the famous saloon
was preserved in Herzog's palnting
referred to al the beginning of
arlicle, The hbeautiful scens, frc
some point north ond east of |
present porvilion in the Old Villag
shows Jehnny Smith's saloon fron
the rear, with its windmill and
bathhouse appurtenances, as the <
tablishmenl must have appear
when it was going full blast,

Hermonn Herzog was born
Bremen, Germcny, on November
1832, emd studied of the Dusseld
Academy. He visited Norway, Italy
Switzerland, ond the Pyrenees, anl
in 1860 he came to the United Stat




flling in Philadelphia. He was pri-
Hly o landscape painter, and his
tks include numerous mouniain
s, among which are views in
jermite Valley. He exhibited often
ferlin, even aller his departure
i Europe. He won mony medals
d owords, and his patrons in-
od Queen  Victoria ond  the
ancd Duke Alexondsr of Russia.
feog lived to be almost 100 vears
y dving ot his home in West
midelphia on Februory 6, 193Z.

W 1890, or perhaps a year or two
lier, the ouxilicry buildings thot
o in Herrog's painting hod
jished, but the main structure was
wlontially as the artist shows it

emember wandering out to the
prnopolitem bullding ene day as
ol youngster, and watching my
ier and three or four other men
mpleting some demolition work
d cleaning up the area. Among
rubbish that they removed wos
double barrel of @ muzzeload-
| shotgun, o type of weapon that
much used ot thoat Hme. This
rel, though rusty and full of mud,
still intact, even to the tiny
les for the percussion caps—a
Wiy plaything lor a kid like me,
d it broke my heart to zee it
bwn inlo the wagon to be houled
iy io =ome remote, unknown

\nother relic vislded by the de-
shed stucture wos a lady's
lle, in perfect condition. (Stricily
king, this item could scorcely be
led a relic, as we were then very
th in the "bustle era.’) A fellow
izer of mine was a small woolly
} named Scloman, belonging to
irley Atkinson, one of the men
e group. Atkinson or one of his
ipomions tied the bustle length-
B by its own sirings on top of the
‘s back, where it fit perfectly, and
delight the dog trotted cround

for a while wearing the bustle with
the groce and aplomb of the original
cwner, whoever she might be.

In 1885 the windmill ond bath-
house equipment of the Cosmopali-
tan were acquired by John K. Bornard
cnd installed ot his hotel. | remem-
ber Bornard's bathhouse and
woodet water temks, the general o
rangement and functioning of which
presumably copled that of the Cos-
mopolitan, The water wos haated by
circulating in iron pipes through a
firebox which was stoked with wood.
But as | recall the bathrooms, they
were a hit on the rough-comd-ready
side, without the delicate luxuries
that are attributed to Smith's estob-
lishment.

After the Cosmopoliton as such
had ceased to operate, the premises
continued for mémy yeors to be used
for various purposss. The front part
of the building became the office and
living quertsrs of the administrative
officer, or gquardicm, of Yosemite
Valley, which was then still g Cali-
fornia State park. The facilities wers
eccupied in tamn by Guardions
Walter E. Denniscon (who gove my
father his first employment in the
valley), Mak L McCord, Galen
Clark, and Miles Wallace. The last
two guordicms under the State 1e-
gime, John F. Stevens ond George
T. Harlow, in the period from 1839
to 1906, were assigned o new struc-
ture srected a short distomce east of
the site of the present Old Village
general store.

Thring Galen Clark’s second term
as guardion, frem 1889 1o 1897, his
office, In the lorge, bright, cheery
front rocm of the deporied saloon,
with its gloass doors, became a sort
of eclub, or lounging rtoom, well
patronized by the men of the village
emd by visitors. Clark had a large
toble there, coversd with news-
papers and magazines, while a huge



stove in the middle of the reom was
a popular attraction on cold winter
evanings.

In oddition o the guordion's of-
fice, 1 recall, althocugh indisiinctly,
another large room, near the center
of the building It ssems o me, thal
served on occusion s o place of
assembly. Thiz was the scene of g
very ambitious school entertoin-
ment {of which ! still have the pro-
gram, in the teacher’s handwriting)
during one of the terms of Miss
Annle Kerrins, who taught the Yo
semite school in the summers of 1891
and 1892. Here also was held. in one
of those some vears or near theat
fime, a community Christmas pooty,
attended by every one of the 30 or
35 permonent winter residenis of the
valley, with the unforgetiable thrill
of a huge Christmas ires, the first
| had ever seen.

Al any rtate, even in Johnny
Smith's time, the Cosmopoliton Sa-
loon was the locale of meetings of
one sort or another—Ior instance, a
meesting o crgonize a celebration 1o
honor the complstion of the Coulter-
ville Rood, the first woagon road ino

the valley, which was opened |
June 17, 1874. The room that | see
to picture in my memory might wa
have been the place of these gathar
ings.

The excess space in the Cosn
politer, not neseded by the guardion
was used lor slesping quarters, g
erally in connection with the hoil
emd ot tlimes housed the hotel bar
room cmd the barbershop. Part of th
rear of the building waz remodel-
inte a small bunkhouse for wor
men, and the enssmble—bunkhou:
barroom, cmd barbershop—wets
a while known as the "Collar oo
Elbow." After the guardian's offi
and living quarters had been move
tc the new headguarters buildir
the front part of the Cosmopolii
thereby wvacated woas used at 0
ferent times lor the post office,
express office, and similar servics,

Thus, like o retired racehors
drogging o milk wagon while drecn
ing of post alories, the famous Cos
mopolitan cantinued in s proso
anticlimax, although with an aur
of its romantic past, until its destr.
tion by fire in December 1932,

—

WHO'S THAT?
By Charles G. Danforth. Ranger Naturalist

One dofternoon in the Yosemite
Museumn wildflower garden, while
waiching an cargument between o
joy ond a chickaree, | heard a
rustling near ot hand. & black cak
leaf lying on the ground was mov-
ing sposmodically, as though a
trapped grasshopper werse under-
necith: but the black, beady eve thet
suddenly appeared from under the
leaf was certainly not that of en in-
sect, After the cther sye and on in-

quisitive intervening nose had free
themselves from the leaf, there wa
no question. A pocket gopher b
come up for lunch

His big incisors locked ludl
erously oul of place in the flatten:
head, and his small eyes were
inefficient that he had o depend 11l
marily upon his sense of smell |
detect the presence of an enemy

Apporently assured that no danao
waos imminent, he retreated into ihe
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Pocket gopher

hole, only to return pushing o lood
of .the freshly dug earth. Thiz con-
tinued until the tunnel was cleared,
end then it was time to eat. With
frequent pouses to recheck for pos-
zible enemies, the gopher essayed
several trips of the magnitude of 3
or 4 inches away from the burrow,
mking a quick bite at almost anv
green growih nearby. Alter pulling
his "fodder” back into the burrow
with the stealth of a shoplifter, he
tecame more brave, On one irip
ne ocotually completely lefl the bur-
row, cnd at that time the sensitive,
matchstick-like tail could be seen.
Since hiz tail iz a wonderful tactile
organ, he ecould use it in bocking

Parkir

E=rth mourd at entronce te gopher burrow

up—and back up he did. Having
glther seen me or gotten downwind,
he threw himself into reverse so fast
that there would have been on cowtul
wrack if he hod missed the holel

In a moment the noss reappearad,
but this Hme [ was spotted. Almost
at once a pile of dirt was pushed up
fo fill the tunnel opening, end Mr.
Gopher had apparently retired with
a bad case of shock.

As I turned to lsave, | was sur-
rrized to see him or his twin brother
watching me from the vantage point
of another pile of dirt some 6 feet
away. Since this promised to be in-
lzresting, and because my friend
seemed to be more curious than
scored, | declded to study his next
moves, Az soon s he was certain
thet the big thing watching him
might be an enemy, he immedialely
filled up that burrow entrance. This
time I slected lo try some gopher
psychology, and moved to where [
thought he might recppecr. Sure
enough, his curiosity gol the better
of him, ond out he popped just at
the tip of my shoe.

Walt Disney couldn't hove drown
this rodent cmy betler—the eves
seemed o bulge oul, the halr to
stomd on end, and he straightened
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up as though he had sat on a hot
stove. One moment he was thers,
and the next moment there was a
territic scurrying as dirt was piled
up to close this llHated choice of
burrows.

As 1 stood laughing and wonder-
ing why he thought g pile of lonse
dirt was sufficient protection, lo and
behold he dug cut a new tunnesl to
my left. Never dounted, he becaome
more brove, ond began pulling in
long runners of the vellow-flowered
Douglas deervetch. Even though he
was underaround, [ could hear the
chewing as he loaded his subter-
ranean storehouse. While o humem
might have trouble using his teeth
both for eating end as digging
chisels, our little gopher's lips close
behind his Incisors, thus allowing
their usze in digging without his
gettlng a mouthful of dirt, And this
means his incisors always show,

Next time he came up | purposely
moved, and the some routine was
repeated—a pile of dirt now plugaed
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the tunnel, and all was quist agat;
But he just fud to see what the b
thing was, so up he came agal
this time among the roots of a smnl
sequoia. Bince [ didn't spot him
once, he must have had plenty
chenes o train his myepic orbs o
me, but it just wasn't enough. In of
apporent frenzy of suspense, he do
his way up in a grond total of seve
different places, in each case gettin
a good view and then rushing o
for &t new perspective. As long o
I was quiet, he went frem one o
servalion point to another; but whef
I moved toward o burrow, he in
mediately plugged it up.

From a gopher's point of view
must have been very frustrating—af
cbiect that moved, bul that did
try to calch him. And cerlainly f
big for bim to trv to catch.

So as [ left the gerden 1 place
a1 little pile of graoss near cne n:'l-::-.'-l
burrow, in the hope that | would 1
pay the little fellow for his lost ti
in trying to find out—"Wha's that?

-

LYELL GLACIER'S MYSTERIOUS "ICE WORMS"

By Fran Hubbard*

Lyvell Glacier is the lorgest rem-
armt of the so-called "little ice cga”
rematning today within the bound-
aries of Yosemite MNational Park, As
the park naturalists of the 1953 gla-
cler-survey tield party were mecas-
urineg the suriace of Lyell's west lobe
on the aftermoon of Seplember 28,
their attention was drawn to o lorge
number of shollow, worm-shaped
grooves in the thin crust of 2-day-old
snow. At the end of each wigaly
groove was o minute object, but no

*From Natwral Hidory BI2R64.5 Fu]-ru-‘lr? 1954,

win ol Natural History.—Ed,

two weres the same, Of the =200
examined, three were bitz of |
twa, small pieces of dirt, and
smcrl]l dead’ insects. Colers ran i
from black (the dirt) to almost w il
ithe insestz). The groowves felloow
no set pottern but ran in all oo
tions, uphill and down. They vl
in length frem 2 to more lho
inches. The only constant factor «
the presence of the small for
body ot one end, as shown i
accompoanying pholegraph.

meprinied through eourtesy el Amerdean M
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8 the wind respon-
Mor the formation of
Wiee worma'? If a0,
fdid 1o two of them
1 the same direc
Arele of the slope
Bd to have no ap-
bearing on the
i, Was the sun the
87 If so, why didn't
ticles melt down
ol sicht, 0= lorger
8 hove done on the
5 surface?  Por-
il woas a combine-
the two. Or per-
hiz will prove to be

unexplained mMYS-  The small stone at lower right coused this “lee worm®
movernent. to form in fresh snow on the surfoce of Lyell Glacier

Hulilared

“worm tracks’ were found widely distributed over much of the Lyell Glocier's
surfaoce at upper right






