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THE DRAMA OF THE NATIONAL PARES

By Carl P. Russell, Former Park Superintendent

-iD]TDR'S MNOTE: Dr. Buse=ll has bean on leave of absence from the National Park Servdoe
Mlnce November |, 1852, in order o occomplish his study and wrillng of o higlory of the
et fur Irads, threugh the gronting of o Guggenheim (ellowship, The fellowing article
zllﬂtu‘,eﬁ the malar portion of an address given by him on Maorch 16, 1953, 1o the Town &

wn Club in Berkeley, Colilomnio, We are

To me one of the dramatic things
about naticnal parks is the story of
oir noton's action in establishing
them. The concept did not spring
full-blown from any one mind. As
long ogo os 1833 George Catling
he who penetrated our westemn
wilds 1o study ond paint Indioms,
wrote of his hope that some of the
unspoiled realms of the Missouri
River country “might In Fulure be
geenn preserved |by some greot
protecting policy of government| in
their pristine beauty and wildness,
in o waguificent park, where the
world could see for oges lo coms,
the notive Indian in his classic at-
fire, galloping his wild horse . . .
amicd the fleeling herds of elks and
buffaloes, What o beautiful and
thrilling specimen for America to
preserve and hold up to the view
af her relined citzens and the
werld, in future oges! A wation’s
Park, confaining mon and  beast,
In all the wild and freshness of their
fature's beguty.”

So for as | know thers wos no
wocking of governmental ears when
; in's idea was expressed. How-

Indebted lo him for permission fo publish i

ever, i did get some publicity both
in the press ond in Catlin's cuite
impressive twowvolume work, The
Manners, Customs, and Conditions of
the North American Indign. 1t can be
truthfully stated that the idea of
presevves was first plemted in the
public mind by this earnest artist
from Philadelphia and Albeny long
before any action was taken by the
Government to establish cny type
of netural reservation for the use
of the public,

Whether or not Henry Thoreau
was one of Callin's recders 1 do
not know, but Catlin's earliest let
ters from the West, including the
1833 suggestion for a national park,
were printed in the newspapers of
both New York oand Boston, and it
iz quils possible that they did come
to the notice of the Yankee natural-
ist. At any rate, Thoreau, who weos
a student at Hoarvard when Cotlin’s
first lstters appeared in print, began
in the 1840's to advocate porks for
public "use and delight.” By 1858
hiz feelings in this connectiom hod
matured to o staote which caused
him to wrlte:



Why should tzt we . . . haove our notonsl
preparves . . . m  which' the begr | dnd
panther, ond some’ even of the hinier tos,
may sl exist, and nol be “clvillzed off the
fare of the sorth” . . . for insplration and
our fme recreation? Or should we, lke
willaing, grub them all up for pocching =n
our cwn notonal domains?

A Fiend of mine, Dr, Hans Huth,
curater in the Arl Institute of Chi-
cago, did o very fine job a lew
yvears ago in reviewing the history
of public appreciation of noharal
beouty spots in America: In o docou-
mented paper which he  titled
"Yosemite: The Slory of an [deg,"”
he froced meticulously the ewvi-
dences left by outhors, painters of
picturss, and photographers which
point to the fact that aboul 100
veors cgo there was the beginning
of a definite trend toward a public
consciousness of the need for parks
It iz intsresting to nots that it wos
the destruction in 1852 of the glont
sequoia, Mother of the Forest” in
the Calaveras Grove which crystal-
lized public spirit in the meatter of
prezerving represeniative stands of
this tree. Gleason's Pictorial, Atlantic
Munthly, Harper's Weekly, ond soms
other publications of the 1850'=
raised qulle a furor In profesting
such wvondalism. Oliver Wendell
Holmes stirred public concern tur-
ther by Including a "Talk on Trees’
in his Awfocrat of the Breakfase Table
in the late 1850's.

Bv the time that our eastern
stertes were ol all cognizant of the
digcovery of that phenomenal place,
Yosemite Valley, and itz companion
wonder, Mariposa Grove, there al-
ready existed omeng intelligent
Teaders of current journals quite o
widespread senfiment In favor of
nature appreciction. In spite of the
tact thot pioneer Colifomia waos so
for removed from the refinements

guccessfully  impracHeal—ILike
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of the cultured eastern seaboard, |
weas frem California that the  Hrsl
practical suggestion came for Con
gressicnal aclion in getting up o
arect scenic reservatlon,

If one wishes to split hairs he can
argue thal the adwvocoies of the
Yosemite bill did not use the words
"national park” in the loanguage o
the law which they propounded.
Mewverthelass, to all intent and pur
poses the Yosemite Act of 1864
created o noational park. This, the
world's first legislation enacted by
a ceniral governmentl for the pur
pose of creating a scenic reservo-
ticn for public use, was hondled in
the holls of Congress and signed
by President Abrgham Lincoln
while the United States was in the
throes of civil war., As Freemom
Tilden ohserves:

S0 novel In the history of civilized man, oo
one aof the
things thal connel happen, bul =da,

As 1 hinted earlier—here, ] think, iz
one of the truly dramatle things
ahout national parks,

Thiz heginning of national-park
leaislation in 1864 did not precipi-
tate  immediately o landslide of
similar lows either here or in foreian
lands. Eight vears elapsed before
Yellowsatone Naotional Park wes
cracted. Another 10 or 12 years
poaszed before the Belglans begom
gefling up their preserves in South
Africa. Soon thereafter the Muir in-
fluence begon to be felt and preseni-
Iy our American porks system be-
came o reality and scores of nation-
al parks come intoe being in mony
countries throughout the world.

[ do not want to move away from
the story of the Yosemite Gromi
without mentioning another signifl-
cant incident of that momenious

*In the Slrra Club Balletin 33(31:47-78, March 1948, Reprint avoilable lrom Yosemiles Matural

History Asaockolion, 30
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John Muir, the beloved noturalise

Yesemite ond other national parks

wecr, 1864, That yeor George P
Wersh published his Maw and Natwre

“the first book to present Americo's
ponzervation problem in anything
like scientiic momner. Subsequently
he revised his chapter on foresis of
the United Siates, saving:

and  aasily
should

thiat some  |arge
1 of Amerleon  aodl

U ls desiroble
accessikle  reai

fsmoin oe for on possible ln lla primitive
pondiicn, ot once o museum [or the instruc-
fon of the students, o goarden lor the recres
tén o the lovere of noturs, and an osylum
wheare indigencus  trees . ., plants

baaels may dwell and perpetudte thedr knd,

All of this review cf the doings of
men =o long dead may sirike vou

who did much e
dwaken the public consciousness to the reed for creating

]

as heing stremge  sun-
stomee for o tolk in 1953
I offer it becouse it is
praooi that the "national-
mrk idea” wos  bomo
and nurlured at on eor-
lizr dote thaon is usudally
stated, omd theat from the
beginning of the
national-park  movement
there were ‘some men
who held to idecls wvery
similar to ideals which
we today ore apt o edll
"new." Actually, “thers
iz nothing new under
the sun,” but there iz o
lendeney In some guar-
ters lo forgsl or lgnore
the rother mature pio-
posals cdvomeed by the
earliest workers In the
parks field.

I need bui state thot
the two original nation-
al porks, Yosemite and
Yellowstone, have multi-
plied o make o system
of 28 natlenal parks ond
152 additional oareas of
various classes—a totgl lond ared
of more thon 24,000,000 acres ad-
ministered by the MNationol Park
Service. Former Director Newton B.
Drury oppraised this great domain
as 'naot jusl locol romping grounds,
They are recreational creas in the
most lteral ond highsst sense .
on element In our culture and o
symbol of the Americon way of life

., ministering to the humean mind
and apirit. . . . [Knowledge of the
parks| leads people’s thoughts into
chomnels upon which proper mental
balanoe and perhaps even nationdgl
somity may depend.”

very

—
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THE FOLSOM BRIDGE

By Homer W. Robinson, Acling Superiniendent,
Millerton Lake National Recreation Area

The Meariposa County Boord of
Supervizors met in regular session
on August 4, 1868, to conduct rons-
tine business of the county, Among
the items presented to thal authorlty
was the application of one Philip
Coulter o operate a ferry on the
Merced River in Yosemite Valley,
ond i collect toll for is use,

Upen due considerotion of the
petition, the board issued o fran-
vhizge to Coulter for the manags-

ment of the lerry, and tfixed the
rotes of toll as follows:

Marseman and harse (ar mule) | $7.00
Footman : C S S 50
Loose haorse or. mule 25

Coulter opparently wasted no
time in constructing his leory and
placing It in service, lor the Marl-
posa County assessment roll for the
yecr 1868 showed him as the
owner of a ferry, ladders, cmd other
improvements in Yosemile Valley
with an approlsed valuation of
F300.

Business mus! hove been good
for him, but probably the operation
ol a ferry became somewhat pre-
carious al Hmes, or perhaps loo
slow, because by 1870 the ferry was
reploced by o bridoe. The ossess
ment roll for that vear listed Philip
Coulter oz the owner of the follow-
ing property: Toll bridge and resi-
dence on Merced Hiver in Yosemite
Valley, on the trail leading o
Coulterville and about onedourth
of g mile from Leidlg’'s Hotel, and
valued at §1,000; aqlso ladders ot
Vermnol Fall, valued at 5500,

It seems that Couller was o bit
ioo  oplimistic in his pregram cof
expansion, for we find that in 1872
the rolls corried the single word
"Morlguge” ofter his nome. How-

ever, Ira B. Folsom was enlersd os
the owner of the following: Bridae
and other improvements in Yosemite
Vallevy aboul onedourth of o mile
from Leidig's Hotel ond known as
Phil. Coulter's Bridge, wvalued ot
3500, mortgoge F100; merchondise,
$500; emd one horse, $50.

Irer Folzom's bridge was located
below the fomous giont vaellow pine.
It was a big, long, wooden stac
ture with o spon of 110 feel. The
level of the road leading to the
eagtern end of it was built up several
feet above the surrcunding ground,
cnd this ald road 1s-stll visible near
Yellow Pine Becch,

Folsom maintained hiz bridge and
alac kept a saleon for several yvears,
unti] the Stale of Calilornio pur-
chased all of the private clalms in
Yosemite Valley, Folsom was paoid
$6,000 for hizs developments and
business in 1874. .

The cld bridge ssemingly was
well constructed, oz #t was  still
gtanding in 1883, For that vear the
report of the bomd of commis-
sioners, who then manogesd Yosem-
ite Volley aond Mariposa Grovs
for the Siote, mentioned the bridge
with this comment: "Let me suggesl
building a new bridge ot or near
the site of the old Folsom Bridgs,
now impassable,” How long it con-
tinued o stomd we do not know,
but probably not loter thom 1890
or 1891. We deo have o record of o
spring Hood in one of those yedors,
which would have swept it away.
Thiz record is In the commission’s
report for the peried, and though
#t ‘dees not rafer to the Folsom
Bridge, it states that one of the iron
bridges across the Merced Bilver
wos destroved,
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THE FORMATION OF A GLACIER
By Richard E, Shurbert, Yosemite Field School, 1953

g ore many bomks of snow
| remain all year round in the
i country of Yosemite Notienal
tk. A few of the larger ones are
I meraly snow, but also provids
poring montles for glociers. A
gRelar 1= o body of {ce consisting
P recrystallized snow and  show-
W evidence of present or former
BVEnent,
e, we racognize, is both a miner-
gmd o rock. It [orms whenever
b lemperature 15 low enough o
eze waler, Il may occur in rivers
i lakes, in the aimosphere, end in
ill when the temperature has
wor below freszing for some time.
hese types of ice have their dis-
ictive characteristics,
The most distinctive and perhaps
the most remarkable of all ice is

i

true glacial les, It i unlike the ice
whirh most of us know, for it is not
chily o rock, but o metamorphic or
"changed" rock. It is ice that hos
been changed from snow—by melt-
ing, rtelrsezing, ond subkjection o
pressure,

The first stoge of the choangs
froem on occumulaton of soft, Hluffy
snow  inte  loose, groanular  ics
usually iakes plare within o singls
seaegon. Twa steps are necessary
compleie the changs, The first s
called sublimation, where the mols-
cules of water svaporate from the
edge of one snowilake and refreeze
on the centsr of an adicining flake,
still maintaining the six-sided crystal
which all snowllakes hove: Each of
these crystals when completely
formed is a tiny fraction of an inch

Mt. Lyefl ond the Lyel| Glacier
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in dicmetar. Belore this step comss
o om end the second step begins,
angd new crystals or gronules stord
lo melt where they come in contact
with one cmother, through the slight
pressure of their weight. The melt
water runs down oand reifreszes on
other gremules below. These gradu-
allv become lorger cnd near the snd
of o single year reach o size about
the thickness of adimes,

The third and final step in the
change ol snow to glacial lee re-
cuires mony seazons to accomplish,
As the vears poss, more snow and
ther meore gromules are deposited.
The weight of the moss increases
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gecordingly and causes a settling
and compaction of the granules
which slowly squeezes out the an
between them. Little by litle thess
ice gronules, once full of air pockets,
chonge to o solid form of ice. All
that remains of the gr gre small
entrapped bubbles, When the solid
ice reaches a depth of ghout 100
teat, it becomes glocial ice. Then as
its welght further increases, it
acquires o plastie noture,  stmilar
to that of thick, cold honey, and
iz capable of slow flowing. When
this flow begins, the mass ol ice i4
called o glacier—a powerful tool
of Jemd sculpture.

UNSCHEDULED CAMPFIRE EVENT
By Sol A. Earlin. Ranger Naturalist

It was a lypioal earlyv-summer's
evening in Yosemite Valley, and
all was going well ot the naturalist
campfire programm In Comp 7. We
hod successfully completed the
twilight music portion ond the com-
munity singing. There were 40
minutes remaining beiore firelall in
which to give the illustrated talk,
ts 1wopic to be the Indioms of
Yosemite. In fact the talk had al-
recdy started and the familiar part
ahout the discovery of Yosemiis
Valiey had just been mentonsd.
Suddenly a loud, clear voice rang
out from the bridge that leads iu
Camp 16—"There’s o bear In the
river!”

Immediately that hall of the
cudience neorest the bank of the
Merced River bolted from  their
seats omd  swormed  toward  the
werter, Nothing this speaker could
say of do would have guisted the
pandemonium theat hod burst forth,
Severgl directions were shouted io

the projectionist. The program wes
halted ocnd the lighis were turned
en. Al this precise momernl the lins
of persons along the rver guickly
parted. A split second loter a largs,
wat, bloack bear charged through
the crowd. Several children wears
pulled back from the bear's ap-
parent path. Then a acod-sized
throng of campers ran after the an-
imal with flashbulb cameras, flash-
lights,and sticks. The frightened bear
made it aoross the clearing in back
of the stoge and poused by a larg=
Black oak ires.

By now, the strong possibility of
injury lo some of these people wos
the chist concern of the rondger
naturalist, Since his role oz inter
preter of natural history was nc
longer effective, and since he was
tha only uniformed person then
averdlable, his responsibility for pro-
tection of park visitore became mos!
urgent. Therefore the microphons
on the stoge wos obondored. Dnl
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Treed bruin

the woay off the platlorm, a lorgs
flashlight was borrowed hom an
wlderly gentleman. Then came a
mad dash through the gathering to
e oak tree where the hear was
pomplately encircled. Imagineg  the
geene: a crowd, severdl persons in
depth, was milling about the bear
within touching distance of it. Tha
beor was standing on s hind legs
with its back to the tree It was an-
raged ond ready lo lash out ot any-
Qne,

It seems that fale was kind lo
those compers, Perhaps it was the
gngry cppearcnes of the beor thot
ponvinesd the crowd o heed the in-
giructions of this writer. Maost of the
people returned to their seats in the
pamplire circle whils o few re-
mained behind o walch the bear
climb the tree. The romger potrol
hoppened on the scene when the
bear was comifortably situated  in
lhe tree. The rangers took over tha
protective task ond relieved the nol-
wrcdist from further responsibility,

About 10 minutes hod elapsed
fram the time the program was inter-
rupled until the speaker aooin tock
up his post at the microphone. Befora
the pregram was resumed, howsver,
the audience was politely scolded
erous behavior regard-

ont their dearng
ing bears.

After mopping his  brow and
thanking his lucky stars thal noth-
ing serious  hod  happened, the
noturalist turmed his thoughts once
more to his lustroted talk. Meon-
while, the very wet bruin lowered
himsell from the tree and was quig-
ly chosed cut of sight by the rangey
patral.

The tolk on Yosamite Indians
was considerably  shorlened and
firefadl fell ag scheduled thot night
The compers applauded and lsft as
it nothing unusual had ocourred.
For perhaps the first time in the
recent hislory of Yosemite, no on=2
asked the speaker al the end of the
prograrm, Where con I go o see
a bear?”
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AN OUTPOST IN THE WILDERNESS

By Mary K. Ronaheim. Yosemite Field School. 1953

It was in the mid-1800°s that
Chorles Darwin first proposed his
idest of the survival of the fittest
Met enly ls this theory now genstal-
ly cccepted, but alse modern man
has been proving it in Yosemite
MNatienal Porlke. Tuclumne Meodows
iz the tesling ground.

Cnly the most hordy of our
hixury-minded soclety find  their
wiry over the old Tioga Road, which
is' roundly condemned by many
vizilors cnd stoully defended by
pthers, A Journey to Tuclumne
Meoadaows iz the 20th-century
version of o pioneer trip. Tuclumne
Meodows 1z o typieal, though
lorgest and most visited, edition cf
the high-mountain meadows found
throughout the Sierra Nevada,

There are quite a lew differences
between  the crowded Yosemils
Valley and the serene Tuclumns
Meadows., These differences extsnd
beyond accommodeations, and even
bevend the peopls who visit each
areq, There is an intangible aiituds
about the Meadows" which can be
telt and observed, but not defined.
The Tuolumne River and its tribu-
triries  mecander peaceifully  alony,
in no great hurry, Perhaps the river
sete the tone of iving for the areq,
for while there is much octivity,
there is none of the ssemingly
desperate haste to "gel places and
do lhings" that is apparent in the
valley.

One redsen that Tuolumne Mead:
ows is zuch o lavored place with =20
meny camperz s thot it s o con-
venient base for many varied pock
trips of one or more days’ duration.
Possibly one of the most popular
of all ldoy hikes iz the 17-mile
rounddrip  fount o Waterwheel
Falls. This irip is. actuglly not as
strenucus as it sounds, for most of

it is by easy trail. The "Wﬂ’[erl
wheels” are not the only bsautiil
falls or coscodes to be observed
agleng hers. There are Tuplumne
Falls, White Coscods, cnd Cali
fornier end LeConte Falls, which}
though not nearly so majestic a)
Vosemite Falls nor surrounded b
the alr of mystery of Bridedveil, haw |
e charm all their cwn, Hsre the
rivar iz nat a slow-moving strecm
but o torrent of swhite water. Ocd
cosionally  thers are inviting deer|
pocls where that foscinating bitd |
the woter cuzel, com be observed)
At Waterwheel Falls it s thrillinal
to watch the waler appear to defv!
the laws ol gravity emd spurt up
ward over the rocks. Although ths
river is highest and most spectacula
in July, these are [alls thoat news:
dry up completely, but continue il
gummer long,

Echo Peaks, Cothedral Loke
Mount Dong, Kuno Crest—thess
places ond mony others almeaf
literally invite and beg the meors
energetic campers {o come for o
all-day hike, It is hord ond arduyd
ous work to climb to the 1op of peaksd
that are 11,000, 12,000, or even|
13,000 fe=t high:; vet os one resty
cn the fop and gozes upon the view|
of mountaing, valleys, ond lokes
that greets the eve, weory muscles
are relaxed and the hiker's ensrgy
is resicred. It is with a lighter hear
and sased mental lood that on
climbs back down lo the meadows,

Accommodations: in the camp-
grounds al Tuolumne Meadows are,
no doubt, conaidered primitive by
many, It is true that some campers
sleep under the stars; it is true thal
complires are the usual meoms cf
cooking; and it is true that only
cold waler 8 availakle for the
public, and that it must be corried




BE FOMRLAYAL B ke AN L RS Ll &Lk WY

W ahort distonee, But these are the Tuolumne ls o le
G thol relresh one's apirdl, sororiti Mizsing from

The visitors of Tuolum Mead- ore the jongle of telephons
e Gre no better than those of Yoo loud blare ol radics, ond many ol
e Verlley,  But Tuolumneiles  the worries of a hurried world.
e rediscovered the wildernass Yes, the Tiogg Road is ¢ hard
thal at Americans have lost or  rood to drive. Bul the rewords olong
Baciten. Tl hove found anew  its winding grades are many. [f ons
o alihough a rainstorm moy be o iz caretul, there iz less danger on it
Wecomtort, the sun will again come  than on moany of our modern four-
Ml clothes and slesping bags will  lans hishways. In the some way,
Wy, ond lile will 9o on, They are camping in Tuolumne Mesadows iz
oud {o admit that Il takes o rigorous experiencs. But, aoain,
Willpower fo climb out of a worm  the rewords are many, The area
Bl bag when the thermometer offers a rch and vored wocotion,
Wainlers temperalures al or bhelow  but the tokser must give part of him-
Weezing, but they hove found oul  sell, so that the serenity of Tuslumne
W themselves that comping in can enlern

e oo o

Lyell Fork of the Tuwolumne River, Tuclumne Meadows, by Ansel Adoms from “Ya-
smite ond the Sierra Mevado,” reproduction by permission of Houghton Mifflin Co.
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