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DOES IT PAY TO VISIT YO SEMITE?
By Olive Logan

ITOR'S WOTE: Probaobly the teadsr will be puzzled by the abovs fitla, We hasten to explatn
* it wos written B4 years ago, when this story wos eriginolly published in the magozing
axy for Oelober 1B70. It I8 o normaotive—aiten humoraus, often biter—ielling of the sxerueiai
g experlences that o viell 1o Yosemite entoifed o the doys belore any roods wers Buill inso
famed valley, The artlcle is o remorkobla account whoae reprlating here serves fo reming
=l thot sarlyday sentimen| regarding a dread journey beset with perils and hardshipa. For 23
re oiter the discovery of Yossmite Vailey in 1851, thare was no way fo enter Ui ancapt |y
seetrail, and the vieilor had fo sion his trip inte the mounioine by o wiid siagecaach side ovar
‘mitive roods. Today's traveler, bleseed with modern roods and eonveyances, ean soarcely ap-
=cioie the rigors of o pioneer lrip o Yeozemite, (hough he mey think he 18 ancouniering them
“lle driving ever the ald Tlsga Road. In lellewing this alory aof long aga, whose length requirss

¢ we present {1 in thres Inslallments in Yoremite Natire Note, we balisve our readsrs may
inclined to feel sympathy for the author ard her trgveling companions, and lo wonder i,
hat fime, it really did "pay to wisit Yo Semite."”

Part I

Lumoties hod nol yel recched such depth
ol imbecility as lo ride of (helc own free will
B Colilomio slages—=Bret Harde in "The
Wack of Rewring Camp™ ebc, p.o 121,

| can imagine with what o shout

of derision my oudaclous guestion
will be received by those waliont
trovellers who have never been to
the celebrated Valley: but az [ have
tust returned from my trip de rigrenr
‘o Yo Semite, and am now, thonk
fortune, comfortably quortered in o
civilized hotel, | think it not unwise
2 tell a plain, unvernished tole of
what awdgits the Yo Semite pilgrim;
for of the dozens of persons who
hove written about Yo Semite,
have never known ons who gove
anything lilke en accurate descrip-
tion of the perils ond tortures at-
tendant upon the journsy thither.

I have said the trip was de riguenr.
No sooner do you omnounce to your
frlend=z in New York that you ars
going to Californio them they im-
mediately cry cut, "Ah, then you
will sse the Yo Semitel” It reminds
one of the old story of the Irish
peasant: ls {t going to the United
States ve are? Then would ye mind
taking a parcel to me brother in Rio
Janeira?”

I have known Callfornians who
went fo New York, ond returned
home without sesing the Adiron-
dacks; but wo betide the wandering
Easterner if he segk the Pacific
without bringing a trip to Yo Semite
back with himl All dlong the ratl-
road westwoard he s badgered with
inquirles as to the probable data



of his Jourmney to Yo Semile; and
whetl, after the long ride across the
continent, he is received ot lost
within the hospitable walls of one
ol Ban Francisco's arand hotels, the
first thing he receives is the card of
the agent for Yo Semite, who en-
cloges o small mop showing the
three different modes of recching
the =ame. The newspapers in
chronicling vour crrival speck of
your intention of visiting Yo Semite,
and the first question asked by per-
sons o whom you have broughi
lefters of introduction is—os the
reader will naturally  suppose—
"When do you leave for Yo Semite?"
B may couse you some surprise,
perhaps, when vou discover that
they who live here have themselves
never pesn to Yo Semite: but vou
naturglly  imaogine thot this iz be
cause they do not feesl that grect
love for the becutiful which dis-
tinguishes vour noble self; perhaps
they heove not the time, nor the
money; in fact, vou frame o thou-
sand excuses for them, and it never
once enters yvour head that it iz be-
cause they don't care to go, Of the
scores of people | met in San Fran-
claco only two or three had besn 1o
Yo Semite. But then there must heve
been insuperable chstocles in the
way of their going, or they certaginly
would all have rushed in a body.
Thrice happier 11 Thrice luckier !
Mothing slood in my woay. Would
scmething hod!

1 must confess it was rother
apalling to dizscover that of the three
rodds leading to the Valley, even
the shortesl required twe days of
staging ond one whaole day on
horseback — before  reaching  the
Earthly Poradise. The Mariposa
road is cdmitied to have fitty miles
of horsebock trail; the Coulierville
twenty-five; thet via Hardin's ond
Chinese Coamp only eighteen. I
chose the lust.
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I chose the lasl, being the shortest
becouse at Salt Lake Clty 1 had med
Mra. B., of Combridge, Meassa
chusatts. & Mrs., B. of Combridge
Ma=zsachusetis! hawving told me =c
much, why did you net tell me
mare? "l cried bitter tears'’ soid
ghe with ¢ shudder: "but then I anl
not at all used to horsshack exer
clse: are vou?” "'l ride as well o
the generality of American women,”
replied I, with om air. “Then per
haps yeu'll net suffer so lerribly o3
I did. Toe me it was dreadful.” "Bul
does it pay vou lor the trouble—
the Yo Semite?’ '"Yes,'" sald she|
falteringly, "'I—l—think—it doesl" ]

Now Mrs. B. of Cambridge, Mas
serchusetts, i you hod  fremkly)
told me whot | am now sure voul
felt—omd that is that vou “thought'|
it "didn't" — wyou would have sio-
cerely obliged the wnter of this
article, who, if the whole truth—aor
aven part of t—hod heen told her,
would have vigorously broved pub-
lic opinion, the proud man's con-
tumely, the finger of scorn, the as
ionishment ol her mother, the dis
gust of her ortist cousin, and stayerd
severely away from the Yo Semite
Valley. You cre an honcrable lady
Mrs. B.; but the mistaken enthusiasim
which led vou to exaggsrote the
good omed lessen the il of this Yo
Semite journey iz the =zome with
vou s with mony other persons
who have gone there cnd wrlllen
or talked abeul the spot.

| was informed by one of the few
ladies who hod been to the Valley,
whom [ met in Scn Francisco, thal
it was nexl o an impossibility o
occomplish the journey without or-
raying myseli in o Bloomer costume.
Pardan me that [ recciled ot this. |
feel that my choarms are not so
numercus thot | con afferd to lessen
them by the adoption of this most
unagraceiul and unbecoming of dres-
ses: but when she ossured me
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Il was almost a necessary pre-
lon against being thrown from
horse {0 ride astride, 1 saw al
% thett my time hod come, and a
wmer costume | must weor. The
wmaker to whom I applied hed
@ others, and needed no instruc-
i when I told her | was going to
B Yo Semiie. She corved me out
etEtrme: bul poardon me once
fo it [ shrink from the task of
peribing 1t It was simply hideous.
he larger the hat the better,” said
Wy frend; and 1 remembersd o
" which I bought last year for
iy Bramch, but never used much

jder 1t and carrying it oway. |
e il cut of my trunk, and she
proncunced [t just the thing, It stuck
Wt in front and poked cut behind,

o ribbon. Cotlon gloves, which
Moo os colion gloves alone can
i, complsted the outfit

Jound that travellers cannot take
Bgoose to Yo Semite. The stages
g full of possengers, and have
nall  oocommodation for super-
pus frelght; and when vou leave
g zigge and loke 1o horses, the
portation of baggage is next to
sible. Everything is carried

g the Valley on pack-mules, omd

ellers are trankly told by ths

ent that a small hand-bag s all
gnccm be taken, "What, no linen—

%Lﬂeun dress? Nothing in the

rld for two weeks in summer, but
4 comb and a footh-brush?” Even so.

At my last breakfast at the Grand
2] in Son Fromeisco, prior 1o
aving by rail for Smcktcm omd

hence to Yo Semile, there entered

he dining room and sat down
lBpposite our party a wvery dis-
mautehed-looking Englishman, who,

ing us talking about Yo Semite,
goed our pardons and wanted fo

fluous euestion! Dosan't evervbody
go there? "A terrible trip.'" said this
English gentleman, when [ answerad
in the affirmative, "especially for
ladies; and you may lake my word
tor it, it's a trip that dow’t pay.”

Now wasn't it absurd and offen-
sive in that Englishman to talk in
this disparaging monner chout ona
of our counfry's grondest skghts?
Might as well say that Bunker Hill
Monument didn pay, or that Niag-
ara was only fit to run o saw-mill.
Like s not one of those mean Eng-
lishmen whe go home omd write
books aboul this "blarsted country”
after Squire Jonss hos done them the
honor te ask them to dinner with
him: Should we allow this prejudiced
crecture too influsnee our judgment,
upsel pur well-laid plon, and cast g
slur upon the naotional honor, rep-
resenied in this instance by the Yo
Semite Valley? No. Potriotism for-
bade it Besides, our fickets were
bought and poid for, and the ogent
wouldn't hove taken them back ot
any price,

We carrived at Stockton in the
evening, and stolled out for a walke
Stockton, you will chserve, is the
sfarting point for the Yo Semite. If
you don't know that before you agst
there, you will scon discover it. Tha
leading hotel iz the Yo Semite
House. Be very sure [ stopped
there. | was stricken with the Yo
Semite fever, | was enthusicstic over
the prospect of what was betore me.
1 wanted to commune with Nealure.

A shart walk in the lown revealed
the foct that there was on Insans
Asvium there. Can this have any
conneclion with its being the 1e-
lurning point for Yo Semite tourists?
There were also o large number of
runnerz for the different siage lines.
These persons asked gquestons with
on easy fomiliarity which was de-
lightful; end recommended different



routes with nolse and persistency
encuah to disgust o New York heck-
driver,

The stages all leaving ot 6 o'clock,
we were pounded aweake ot 4 and
summoned o breckfast, What the
fliea left of the meal was very dirty
and disgusting. Sick at the very out-
set, mysell and the other idiots went
outside. The air there was swest
emd refreshing, While we walted,
the rival stoge drew up. It was al-
ready full of Chinese, Irish, [talicms,
o Mexicans, who were going—not
te Yo Semite—but to different sto-
fions in the mountains—io mines, to
fruit romches, to vineyards, wine
shops, omd other queer places up in
the wonderful Sierraz. They all
seemed jolly; the Chinese with their
platails wrapped around their heods
and their queer shoes dangling on
their feet, tucked lhemsslves away
in incredibly small places; the
Ttalians swearing Per Baceo emd the
Mexicanz  Carambe, their driver’s
whip-losh snaps like o pistol-shot;
and so good-by to them:

Chir own stage comes ratiling up
a minuie loter. It iz soon full of
tourisis—not a  business person
among us. Oh, what fun we are go-
ing to havel Here is a young coupls
from Chicogo; a pretty girl is the
voung wife, with dreamy eves and
raven hair eked out with o mon-
sirous chignon that begins of her
very hrow and ends somewhere be-
tween her shoulder-blodes, She will
hawve trouble with that before she
gets to Yo Semite; even the least ex-
perlencsd of us con ses that but
nothing can be ssrious with us. Ws
are all youngish persons, goy,
healthful, ond bound for the Yo
Semite WVallay,

Pretty soon the sun's rays begin
o fall hecvily. There is not a breath
of air stirring. The road is level as
vel, bul the dust is dreadiul. 1 had
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heard of the dust of California roads
bul this surposses bellef. Tt would
be an imposszibility for any road in
an Eastern State fo be so dusty, i
az it might, for itz soll is nowhers
parched with o six months' drought.
Colifornia ladies have 1old me thal
they have ssen their husbands coms
home aofter sioge rides =0 be
grimed with dust thet neither ths
wives of their bosoms nor ths
mothers who bore them could recon
nize the wonderers. | tried to talk
te my compomion in the stoge; 1 was
choked by the dust. Conversotion
was imposaible, A fence six feat from
lhe stoge window was invisible be
hind the dust cloud, 1 put my head
gasping out of the window to se:
the driver. He was gone; so werr
the horses. The crack of the whis
wis still heard, and some locomotiva
power was impelling us forweard; but
through the dust who should soy
what it was? The featurss of my
comparions grew indistinguishabls
through the lovers upon lavers
which gothered upon their once
ruddy foces; the jetblock welerfoll
of the Chicaogo bride miraculously
turned white after the fashion of the
prisener of Chillon; and more than
thet— it began to wobble. But i the
wobbling had been confined fo
waterfalls alene, never, oh newver,
should thig plaint have been penned.
The wobbling very scon became
general, universal, annoying, pair
ful, intolerable; maddening! We had
laft the few miles of level rood which
beguile the traveller on  leaving
Stockion, and were now ascending
the focot-hills. And our troubles wer=
but bagun., At Chinese Comp soms
of our passengers got dut to go b
another routa. We also gol oul, o
hera we changed stages. We laft the
decent cogch which fook us up ol
Stockton, emd were now ensconced
in o hord, lumbering, soringless, w

ok
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inled fiend (I am satlsfed this
Bgon was a thing of feeling, and
Mickled in evary one of it rusty
wlis cnd crecked in all s ugly
inls ot the pain it coused us), and
W thumped along at the pace of
lnatics over the stony ascent. Past
Weertcd mining towns with thelr
dtlec-up slulces and ruined huts;
sl Chinese and Chingse and vet
f Chinese, and after that Chi-

:r,mUnq cnd planting, and finally

wh, would it be believed in the
lestinl Kingdom?—poast  Chinesa
B horsebock.

And we picked up o iclly little
&icm with his wife and bobiss, He
':p:m chalty and merry, and smell of
ﬂﬂns and wore gold rings in his

rs. He had been in California ten

weors, he fold us, omd had besa
back to ltaly twice. We dropped him
@l his ranch, a dirty place, bul run-
ing wild with luscious grapes. His
Bables were lifted down by an

liorn youth of olive skin and mid-
might eyes, who wos clad in pic
Muresque tatters, ond grested the
'_ﬁ&w-comers with o musical hollal A
neighbor of the same nationality
dlevotes his fime and acres to rais-
;1_;; oniong—md such onionsl  As
e o3 a myuskmelon, cnd with an

odor propartioneote (o thelr zize, May
they never make the trip eastweord,
by sea or overland.

We try ocur best to enjov IHa
Along the road we slop at ranches
and buy delicious fruit at moderats
pricez, The scenery iz wild and
gremd; the alr is pure ond sweet: ths
fruit we buy iz so ripe ond juicy
that it feirly meliz in the mouth. lan'l
this a delightful picture? This is
whal all tourtsts write about, Mow
the truth is, that the possession ol
these things—even no further than
this on our journey—is scorcely
ncoticed. After the Yo Semite trip is
cll cver, cnd you try to find some
excuse for yourself for having been
such o ninny as to run sheep-like
where the other sheep bells tinkled,

then wou remember that those
ranches where the frull was sold
were luxurient, the fruit was de-

licious, the view of the mountaing
grand. At present you are coated
with dust, your eves are smarting,
your tangue s clogged, yvour halr is
caoked, vour limbs are sore, your
flash iz inflamed, you wont to go
home. And this iz only the first doy,
aver the best part of the road, and
in the sigge. What will it be when
it comes to the "trail” and the “pock”
cnd the "horseback' part of it?
{Ta be continued in April lssual

The Yomemite stoge ot Priest’s Hatel on the Big Oak Flat Road,
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BOMBS AWAY

By George Von der Lippe, Ranger Naturalist

i iz without the usual cdr-raid
weorning that the small Sierra chick-
aree cuis loose a Jeffrev pine cone,
After o whistling descent frem a
high bronch of the the cone
hits the ground with o resounding
thump. Fortunately the target of the
chickoaree's bomboardment, so far os
1 know, has not been the humon
posser-hy,

free,

Parraii

Sierra chickaree

Erout the beginning of Augusl
thiz small sguirre]l moy begin his
preparations for winter by spending
his entire dav collecting wvarious
kinds of cones for the seeds they
confgin, Around Glacler Point the
cone of the Jetrey pine seems to be
preferred as his source of supply.
This cone measures belweesn 5 and
10 inches in length, and in its un:
ripened state weighs 2 pounds or
meare. The heighl from which they
are dropped, together with their

weight, maoke them potential abfects
of damoge. At Glacier Point they
have occasionally follen on porked
cars, cousing good-sized dents.

Nat all the efforts of the chickores
to harvesl his winter food supply
prove to be fruitful. The Sierra
ground sguirrsl has been aohserved
gitting at the base of a Jeffrey pine
waiting for the cones to fall. Then
betore the chickarse con gel oul of
the tree to realize his prize the
lorger eround sguirre]l easily picks
it up cmd escapes with it

When the chickaree does recover
his pine cone "bombs" he either
houls them off o storoge or eats the
seeds from them immedialely, To
gat at the seeds, he hondles the
cone much as we would an ear of
corn, and gnaws s scales off o
their point of attaochment.

As a resull of the chickares’s din-
ing, o small heap of cone scoles 1=
laft on the forest Hoor, resembling
a carpenter’'s pile of woed shavings.
What remains of the oxis of the
pine cone is something that looks
wvery much like o cormn cob, These
accumulations of litter are common-
ly known as "kitchen middens,”

cnd when they are found they are
good evidence of the presence of
the chickaree bombardier.

Chickaree's kitchen midden
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A VISIT TO YOSEMITE'S MATTERHORN COUNTRY

By John R. Haller, Yosemite Field School, 1952

noriheastern
of  Yosemite Nalional
rk iz the Sawtooth Ridge, which
Ulminotes in the summil of Matter
Peak, 12,281 feel in elevation,
plember 185] a group of ssven
Wnd=s decided to explore soms
the spectocular, seldom-visited
juntry near the Sowtooth Ridgs,
Afler thres pleasan! doya of back-
king from the Virginia Lakes on
east side of the Siemra, we lound
greelves ot the summit of Burro
i within the park, about 10,650
in elsvalion, From hers we
lock bock down  becuatitul
terhorn Canvon, up which we
come. Directly in front of us
[ the magnificent Sawtooih
dge, with ifs wvertical walls, fluf-
s,  cmd spires. In this ridge the
ferran crest attains a ruggedness
ind impressiveness not to be found
irther north.  All the peaks and
prominences of the ridge have apt
;--‘ ‘colorlu]l namss, many of them
i’ by Siemg Clubk cdlimbers.

Pe ', the Saowblade, t‘ne Thres
'."th. the Doodad, the Drogtooth,
and finally the Maotterhom iisell
I_'_'.u ing along the bose of the
fldge wag the litle valley formed
i the upper end of Slide Conyon—

.: small streams cascading down ils
ides: to the meodowy floor. At our
pet, just a few hundred fest below
e pass and overlocking the volley,
Wos o boulder-strewn, grassy bench,
perhaps a guarter of a mile wide.
Jn this bench were two small tarns
: locked very cool cnd Inviting
a hot day on the trail, so we
mmbled down eagerly to invest-
their swimming possibilities.

We found the woter surprisingly
warm for high Slerran  lakelets,
After a most refreshing swim wes ba-
gon o look around for o campaite,
Thiz wes to be our exploration bases.
We didn't hewve o logk far. A few
vords downstream  from the outlet
of the lower lakelst sloed a group
of small, windswept mountaln herm-
locks and whiiebark pines. The area
arcund these trees made a perlect
camping place. It was sheltered
from the wind, cushioned with ssv-
eral inches of springy pine needles;
provided with on gbundant natural
supply of firewoed, end commanded
a striking view of the Sowiootn
Ridge.

The bkench on which we were
comped proved to be on exceed-
ingly interssting spet. Being at an
elevation of 10300 fest, it was al-
most at timberline, and the itrees
ware twisted ond windblown ints
many picturesque  shopes.  The
mountain hemlocks pleased us par-
ticularly. They tock on some of the
fascinating growth forms so typical
of the dwearfed whitebark pine of
the high country, but ot the =zame
time they retoined all of their usual
charm ond elegaonce. The drooping
bremehlets ond groceful cones of
these miniature mountdin hemlocks
weare o constont scurce of enjoy-
ment to us ag wa traveled about our
bench, One whitebark pine near our
camp atiracted ocur speacial interest,
It had grown up from the base of a
large boulder, ond becouse of the
woarmth ond  protection  Irom  the
elementz thal the reck provided, the
tree hod been tained along the
gide of the boulder and over the
top, much Ilke cn espolier iree or
wine,
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Anderiou

Matterhorn Canyon, with Burro Pass and Sawtooth Ridge in distance,

Cn the second day of our Sow-
footh visil, some of us headed down
Slide Canyon to see the tremandous
rockslide which had  given the
gorge its name. For about iis Hrst
two miles, Slide Conven runs direct-
ly west, then turns abruptly to the
southwest. Just heyond this turn,
Slide Mountain towers nearly 2,000
fest above the canyon [oor. In falrly
recent times, possibly around o
hundred yeors age ond before the
first white man hod explored there,
a huge portion of the mountoin
broke off and crashed down ints the
comyon, To us the slide appeared
almost as fresh ig if it hod occurred
only o few days belore. The lace of
the mountain showed a great naked
scar, down which the slide hod
coms. The canyen floor, which was
about o guarter of a mile wide, had
been filled with enormeous boulders
for aboul half a mile of its length.
It was impossible for us fo crozs the
slide, =ince mony of the gromite
blocks were the size of small houses,
and all of them were piled in com-

plete chass. In order o get below
the slide, it wos necessary for us fo
climb geveral hundred fest up the
opposite wall of the conyon and de-
tour above the rocky confusion. The
alide had also dammed the stream,
so that a shallow loke or marsh had
been lormed. From all the evidence
around usg, it was not difficult to
imaging what o stupendous thrill it
would have been to wilmess the
owesome speclacle of o whoels
mouniainside breaking logse, and,
with a violence seldom matched in
Naotura, thundering down into the
SOy Or.,

A few members of our group were
experienced rock climbers. They
hod a superb time scaling some cf
the pinnacles of the Sowtooth
Ridge, a climbers’ poradise: From
our ¢amp we could somelimes ses
the finy figures of ocur friends, al
most a mile away, working along
the face of the diffs or ouflingd
ogainst the sky. The oscent of the
Matterhorn Peck itself wos not dif-
fleult. Tt was less work than Moun|
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Dina, for example, and involved
Ml on interesting amount of boul-
g scrombling. Frem the summit
Wir view extended into the heart
ol the Yosemite high country. The
Wity peaks of Conness, Dana, Lyell,
aned Maclure were all clearly wisibls,
wich of them with its north-side ala-
s, Chur view to the north included
e peacetullocking Bridoasport Val-
Wy tnd the Twin Lokes area. Direci-
Iy ot our f=et, the sheer northeost
e of the Maotterhorn Iell oway.
Neatling at the base of this precipics
way the Matterhorn Gloacier, ons of
e four glociers which lle along
e north side of the Sowtooth Ridge,
Those are the most northerly in the
Werra Nevado, We were impressed
with the unusual azpect of the view
Wom the Matterhern, which results
Wom iz position so far to the north,

Memny welldknown Yosemile suunmits
were in sight, all of them lined up
like s=sentinels aolong the southemn
horizon,

After three daoys of intensely en-
jovohble and foscinating experiences,
it wez time for us lo push on. With
reluctonce we left our {imberline
comp ameng the meountgin hem-
locks., It hod beesn ocne of the best
compsites that any of us could re
member, and cerlginly had zerved
ug well. We regrelled going from the
valley of upper Slide Canvon and
the Soawlooth Ridge. Although the
teatures of the ridge were sharp and
forbidding, they possessed at the
same tme o chorm which is rare
for such tugged country, We all
agreed thol, as soon as possible, wa
would return for another wizil to
Yeosamilte's Matlerhorn country.,

Amderion

A portion of the Sawtlooth Ridge.
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