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View toward MY, Flovence fram Glacicr Point after swowrtorm
—Ansel Adams
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THE FIRST TELEGRAPH WIRE LAID TO YOSEMITE VALLEY
By W. M. Sell

the wyear 1870 there lived in
three men who conceived the
pa of building o telegraph line
fom lhere to Yosemite Valley, o
slance of 60 miles. These men
pore named Levi Street, an atlorney-
i-lcw, his brother Haorlow Strest,
watmaoster and proprietor of a book
flore, ond Charlie Strest, a son of
g lalier, who was the Wesiern Un-
i telegraph operator at Scnora at
jert fime.

0 looking for meaterial with which
) construct this proposed line, these
v ntlemen found near Garrote (now
alled Groveland) o lot of heavy
it coble, formerly used for sup-
g a woter flume: over a deep
anyon. Believing this would an-
yer their purpose, they purchased
6 cable, unwound the strands of
melled the =single wires inm
glls convenient for hemdling, and
glributed this material between

i 187] octuol construction com-
anced from Sonora, the wire being
Ng to trees almost the entire dis-
2. When the wire was completed

| CiR'S NOTER This interesling account of sarly-day communicationa tn Yosemlte is 1aken
i o old newspaper clipping deposited in the Yosemite Museum Research Library. The name
the newspeper and the dole of crigingl publicotion of this story are unknown. The amplify-
i stolomonts oppearing of the end of the gricls were compiled by Mr. Homer W, Haobinson,
acting superintendent of Miileron Lake MNational Racreotion Ared.

to Georrote, a distance of about 20
miles, an olfice was opened there
for commercial business, with B. L.
Savery, the hotel proprietor of that
town, as operater. Constructicn con-
tinued, until ‘in the fall of 1871 the
wire was complete to Black's Hotel,
al the foot of Sentinel Rock in Yo
semite Valley., A set of telegraph
instruments in position on a table
was left in the office of Black's Hotel,
but az no opergior accomponibed the
construction outfil, the Iinstruments
were nol connected to the main line.

In the early part of 1872 the
Streets started o crew from Sonorg,
with Instructions o commence ot
Garrote and repair this wire to Yoo
semite, and to extend il from Black's
Hotel to Hutchings's Hotel, move the
instruments;, ocnd set up the office
in Hutchings's Hotel. This crew wos
compesed of Harlow Street Jr., Scott
Wrckoff, myself, and o driver whe
ocled as setter up of comp and
cook. 1 had been engaged to remein
in Yosemite as operaior,

Arriving at Black's Hotel we found
thet Mr, Black was absent. We com-
municated our moving Instructions



to Mra. Black who vigorously ob-
jected to our taking the instruments
from the hotel office. However, we
carried out our instructions, and that
svening os ws were about o con-
nect the instruments to the main line,
four men came into the office, which
was the office of Hutchings's Hotel.
At this ime Mr. ]. M. Hutchings, wha
was also justice of the peace, was
present, walching ecur work, The
leader of these four men was A. G.
Black, proprister of Black's Hotel,
who started the following conver-
action:

Black—"Good evening, gentle-
men.”

Crew—"Goed evening, sir.’’

Black "By what cuthority do you
move this telegraph office?”

Street—"By authority of my
father.”

Black—"Show me vyour author-
ity

Street—"l have none except by
word of mouth.”

Black—'"Werd of mouth won't go
with me. Mr. Hutchings, arrest these
mern."”

Hutchings—"Be calm Mr. Block,
be calm. What hove these boys
dona?”

Black—"They have stolen this tele-
groph office.”

The crew giggled cmd this mods
Black furicus.

Black {in o ragel—"T hove come
here to take this office. Peocechly
if I can, but foreibly if T must, end
herg are the men to de " making
a sweep of his hond toward his
three large liolion companions.

Street—"Take i1 Mr. Black, take
|
Block—"] am going to Bull Creek
tomorrew, will be back on Meyr 3rd,
and if this ctfice iz not back in my
hotel then, somebody will gt hurt.”

And then Mr Black and his army
merched out, and forgot to return:
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As scon as we could recover our
balance we were hard at work con- |
necting up that set of instraments. |
We were delighted when my first
call for Sonora (So) was prompily
cmswered, cmd we were soon tele-
graphing our experience with Mr
Black t= Mr. Horlow Strest. He
cheersed us up by saving, "Don’t pory
any attention to what Black soys; he
is running a bluff and trying to score
vou boys.”

And thua it was that the first tele
graph signal ever semt out of Yo
semite Valley was sent by W. M
Sell, on the first day of May 1872.°

All business was sent throuch Sc
norat as our repeating office. It is in-
teresting to know thot ot that time
the least charge for o telegram of
10 weords or less to Sonora was §1.00
to Ban Francisco, $2.00, and to any
of the eastern citizs, $6.00.

Although there were no waogon
roads into the valley «at thet time,
guite a lot of tourists vistted it, =l
of whom came on foot or on horss
back, and remained for doays instead
of for hours as at the present time
The telegraph office enjoved o good
business, and the Indians, of whon
there were mony, sagerly watched
the wire to see the messags passing
over, only 1o be disappointed. They
called me "Telegraph,” and 1
ways thought they considersd me a:
ci sort of superior being.

Druring that summer Mro Cyras W
Field, president of the Western Union
Telegraph Company, wos o gues!
cait Hulchings's Haotel, He was taken
1l while there, ond I did what |
could o make him comfortable: I
appreciaficn he coused his lines
be connected up so that I was given
the distinction of working direct with
hiz Mew York office, that hovino
been one of the very lengsst tele
graph clrowlts worked owver at that
Himea.

*Mote that |hle date doss nol agies with thess in the recorde clled on poge 55 —FEd,



Biack's Hotel, Yosemite Valley, in the 1870's.

The following extracts which have o bearing on this
history were assembled by Homer W, Bokinson.—Ed.

g fssues of The Uwion Democral,
weekly newspaper published in
Bnora, under dates of May 11, 18,
i 25, 1872, as filed in the office of
county recorder of Tuolumne
Iy, these significant items op-

I +

ey 11, 1872—
Yo Semite Telegraph. H. L. Strest,
topristor of the lelearaph line be-
Mben this place and Yo Semite Val-
W, slarted oul with a force this
ek o put the line in order be
an Garrote and the Valley., That
el of the line was not in use dur-
g the winter and in memy places
B8 blown and broken down. It is
tpected it will be in waorking order

Mthe 20th inst.”

.« 18, 1872—

“The travel by stage to Yo Semite
glley, via Oak Flat and Garrote,
il commence next week and the
leoroph wires leading from  this
Bite tc the Valley will be in work-
§ order in a few days.”

May 25, 1872—

"Yo Semite Telegraph. The wires
connectng Yo Semite Valley with
the outer world are now in working
order, and felegrams can be sent
from the Vaolley to telegraph sta-
tiona on thiz cogst, the eqstern States,
and Europe."

From ]. M, Hutchings, In fhe Heari
of the Sierras, p. 358:

"For memy vears the Valley was
in telegraphic communication with
the cutside world, via Scnora and
Grovelond: but as it was not suf-
ficlently patronized after 1874 to pay
for repairing the lne ond running
the office, in o few yeors thereafter
it went unrepaired, and was conse-
quently unused, In 1882, however,
a new ocne was constructed, by the
Western Union Company, which is
still maintained, wvia Berenda,
Grant's Sulphur Springs, and Wa-
wona to Yo Semite; so that now tele-
grams can be sent thence to every
nock and corner of civilization.”
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THE FLOWER “GARDEN" OF PARKER CREEK
By Harry L. Buckalew, Fresno

There are so many natural glories
in ¥Yosemite National Park that thers
ig at least one to appeal fo the par-
ticuler interest of every odmirer of
Mature, Certainly not the least of
these atiractions s that marvelous
series of natural flower gordens”
extending from the low canyon bot-
terns to the high mounlgin slopes. In
s0 wide a range of altitude—2,000 to
13,000 fest—there is g correspond-
ingly wide variely in the composition
of the gordens. The hundreds of
gpecies found in the area are so
grouped that, despite inevilable over-
lapping, every garden has [is own
. unigue maksup and choracter, Even
amid this wealth of floral beauty,
there is, to your autheor, a special
charm about the plants oszsocialed
with the conioct zone between the
usual gromitic tocks and the over-
lying reddish metamorphic  rocks
that ococur as remnants near the
Sierran crest,

Car]l Sharsmith, pork ronger nat
uralist, has described in Yosemite
Nature Notes the timberline gardens
of Mount Dana.® Lying a few miles
to the south of Doma ond jist out-
gide the eastern boundary of the
park is the very unusucl garden ol
Parker Creek. We refer here to the
glacier fork of Parker Cresk, fed by
the melting lce and snow of the Par-
ker Creek Glacier on the north flemk
of the saddle between Kolp and
Parker Peaks. All of the plants men-
tioned below oare to be found with-
in 300 fzet of the creek along the
Porker Pass Trail. At the trail cross-
ing, the creek is spread widely and
shallowly, so that by mid-July it is
cnly 1 to 3 inches deep. It flows

*Yosemite Natwre Notes 3105043435 Moy 1952,

over flattish, highly colored mela
meorphic shals.

Growing in chimps around the
rocks, with their rocts in most cases
directly submerged in the cold wa
ter, cre hundreds of plants of the
dwarf or alpine lewisia. Al the peak
of the flowering seascn, about mid-
July, thiz spot {8 a veritable fairy
land. Peeking out shyly from the
dark green clusters of rather succu-
lent leaves are myriads of white
blogsoms, more or less suffused with
roge pink. The plants are only 2
inches high but make up in den
sity what they lack in heighi. Close:
examination shows g very thick tap-
root and sharply toothed sepals with
conspicucus dark glands on these
marginal tseth. In scientiic nomen
clature thiz plant is Lewisia prygmaes
var, plandulose, the genus named In
henor of Capt. Meriwsther Lowis, o
the Lewis and Clark Expedition fc
the Pacific Northwest,

On a gentle rocky slope not oven
50 feet north of the streamcrossing
grows what is probably the showles!
ol cur wild buckwheats—gromite eri
ogonum {Erﬁ{ignﬂum fobt). The sofl
gray-green leaves lie in an atirac
tively regular rosette on the ground,
their blades ressembling tiny ping
pong paddles. Radioting out from
the center, like somewhat irregular
spokes of g wheel, are the {lowering
sterns which also lie on the ground.
They are two lo thres times as long
s the leaves and terminate In o
dense moss of blossoms, which are
deep rose In color, byl from o dis
tance take on a red-brown cast. Liks
all buckwheats they lack true petals,
for the calyx possesses the celor, the
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Meadwaters of Paorker Creek, outside eastern boundary of Yosemire Mational Pork. Parker
Lreek Glacier ond Koip Pass ot left, Koip Peak ot center, Kuna Glacier and Peak at right,
Parker Pass ot bottom right.

popals appearing llke petals. The

Bonirast in color between the gray-

green of the leaves and the rose of
the flowers, together with the sym-
metry of the rosstte, make them
uly handsome plants.

Growing intermingled with the
Ptevious species, in the southern-
most stotion vet discovered, is the
Ballbead or many-flowered gilia
WGilie congesta). This little plant grows
I [oirly dense massss only 2 to 3
lehes high. The lecves are cul inlo
Nerrow segments, ond stems, leaves,
Bind calyces are covered with o loose
pobwebby hairiness, The pure white
Hlowers are gathered in denss heads
ke balls ot the ends of the erect
BlEms. The flowers do not fall quickly
But tum brown and reman on the
plomt for o considerable time. These
plents cre closely related to the

Pphloxes, which are much more com-
mienty found in the park.

Just south of the strecmcrossing,
where the trail beging its long and
winding ascent to Eoip Pass, ore
other interesting plomts. There the
brightly colored metameorphic rock
is unstable and slidy, hence the
plomis must hove sturdy roots (o
ancher them. One rugged little no-
tive s the Slerra oreccorya (Oreo-
carye nubigena), the name from the
Greek meoning mountoin  nutlet.
The plants are solitary and widely
socattered, for woter is scarce in this
rocky surface. The plants grow 4
to B inches high and are stocky, witn
often three or four spikes of densely
clustered white flowers. All visible
parts of the plant except the petlals
are clothed with rather stiff bristles.
The throats of the corella tubes on
the flowers ore practically clessd
by a circle of prominent bright
vellow cresis, moking a pleasing
contrast with the white of the pelals.
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Interspersed omong the former
are the alpine pussypaws (Spragueca
wmbellata var, cendiciferal. This high-
land variety i= sufficiently similar to
it lowland cousin as to be recog-
nizoble, EBut Is still distinct, The
roat is very long and siout, bronch-
ing at its top, The plant is less srect
cnd the basal roselte of leaves not
so regular, The papery bracts separ-
ating  the blossoms are much less
conspicucus and the petals ore
paler in: color:

Lass frequent, but quite interesting,
iz a small plant of the mustard fami-
v which limits its growth to shaly
alpine slopes—broad-podded ansl-
sonict (Awelsonia puryearpe), Only 2 1o
3 inches high, lts leaves are densaly
crowded, ond the flowering stalk
with its little group of yellow blos-
soms scarcely exceeds the leaves in
helaht. The petals last very briefly,
and between them rapidly grows the
broodly oblong seed-pod which is
the most conspicuous fsaturs of the
plant, pointing stroight upward to-
ward the heavens.

It remains for the sunflower fami-
ly, however, io display the three
largest cnd most prominent plants in
aur garden.

The woolly groundsel (Sewecio
canus) grows in the clefts and ot the
base of & rock buttress on the edst
side of the trall. The scientiic name
comes from the Latin "senex’” mean-
ing ''old man”; the pappus or downy
umbrella which flocts the seed away
on the bresze is very abundont and
snowy whits on this plant, reminding
some fomciful botomist of an old
man's hair. This groundsel reaches
a1 height of hall o foot or o little more
and groups its plants in compact
little bunches, The feltlike leaves ars
intriguing, for eoch has o long
pelicle that suddenly swells oul into
e broad elliptica! blade which is
often notched about three times at

e

the apex. The flowering stalks aro
terminated by bright yellew heads
horving five to eight rays.

Standing maojestically alosf from
other kinds of plants and even from
their own brothers, on the west of
the trail are fine specimens of whal
ig probably the most robust herk in
the Sisrra ot elevations abhove 11,000
feet —Hulwa alpids, A wonderful ex
ample seen on Kolp Pass (12,350 fes)
was 10 inches tall and had 14 hesads
in flower simultonecusly, all about
an inch and a hali in breadth, Simo
lar plants are found on the Echa
Peaks, the shores of Saddlsbag
Lake, and on nearly every high peak
and pass down to Mt Whiey in
the =outhermn Sierra, where ths
species extends up to 14,000 feet. All
poris of the plant except the petals
are glondular-sticky to the touch and
glve off a pleagsaml balsomic scent
when crushed. At the end of each
stout stalk is just one broad flowe:
hoad with a large number of clear
yellow ravs ringed around on even
larger number of disk florets,

By far the star of the show is ths
very rare wandering daisy (Erigeron
vagus), Betore Ronaer Naturalist Shor
amith had completed his detective
work, the nearest to us that these
plomts were known was in southern
Utah, By patient sleuthing he firs
found them on Excelsior Mountain,
north of Saddlebog Lake. Then leter
o good colony was discovered high
up on Parker Peak at about 12,000
feet, 8o for s he knows, your au-
thor is the first to report them neor
Parker Creek. Although this site is
over o thousand feet lower than that
on the peak, the aroup of plants
there is probably cm offshoot of tha
higher altitude colony. This daisy
has the altribule—unusual amonag
members of the sunflower family
—uol zending out underground run-
ners which generate new plants,




i probably this trail which ae:
hits for the fact that the species
gund only in loose sliding rock
moderately steep slopes. The
il grow in litlle clumps, separ-
#l by a few inches to a couple of
), often with several of them
el underground by little run-
W aboul the diameter of a pisce
apping string. The {lowsrs are
B similar to those of the zeveral
it Erigerons found in the high
Mides of the park, but are o little
In color. They siond gbout 3
Inches high, Stems and lsaves
@ o very erect while hairiness,
# the tips of the leaves ars
otched. Despite the proximity
e Parker Creek colony io the
iMdoriez of Yosemite Notional
there Is still not one specimen
s rare plant known lo ocour in-
the park. This group fails by
I a little over a mile, for it les
il for south of bleak, windswept
far Pass.

If thiz description of o rather un-
usuctl goarden has owakened vour
interest sufficlently that vou would
like to =se it for yoursell, you com
de it in o day with an eorly start
Six o'dlock in the meorning i= a {ine,
clear, brisk time af Tunlumne Meqd-
cws Mid-Tuly is o good szeason o
catch it in its prime. Park vour car
where the Mono Pass Trail takes off
from the Tiogg Road and follow the
trail up to Porker Pass. Proceed o
couple of miles farther toweard Kolp
Pozs cnd you hove arrived. A little
over 7 miles each wey, it is. And if
vou like ornithologay along with bot
ony, sit down guietly ot the Parker
Creek trail crossing and watch the
rosy finch dort up from o rock along
the stream, caich on insect on the
wing, and then alight upon ancther
rock io enjoy his tasty tidbii, Mery-
be yvou'll alss =es o cony, a Yo
semite load, and o marmot or two.
Allin ail, it will probakly be o glori-
ous day.

Aniferran

1 lumne Meodows seene! Lembert Dome ar left, Mounts Dana and Gibbs in distance.

BT
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AN ANIMAL FOOD CHAIN

By Doreen Lindsay. Yosemite Field School, 1853

The varied types of wildlife in Yo-
semite National Pork ond other wil-
dermness oareas dre of immeasurabls
value for observation and enjoy-
ment. Few of us, though, realize the
importcmee of these different forms
of wildlife o the cnimals themselves.
Eoch kind eats different focd. This
works to the acdvontaoge of all, for
if all onimals in g haobltat ate the
same food they would =oon devour
the entire supply and thus starve
themselves to death. Frequently an
onimal will feed on a creature
smealler than itself, ond then in turn
will be eaten by an onimal lorger
than itself. The feeding of one
species on ancther in such o series
iz called a food chain, and is an
importan! process in keeping Nature
balemeed.

A simple but typical food chain
can be described and s implico-
tions appreciated, The living things
involved in this example are coyotes,
gophers, and grossy or meadowy
plants.

A meadow is a place where many
different cnimals live—some so
lowly that they sscope ocur notice,
It alae has vearious kindsz of grasses,
sedges, ond other flowering planis
growing in it. Food for great num-
bers of cregtures is thus found in a
well-kept meadow. If erosion or cer-
tain weeds such as thistle and klam-
ath weed are allowed to limit the
development of native plants, the
animals which depend on them will
die or move to g more fovorable
place becouse of lack of food,

One of the more common resi-
dents in meadows iz the pockst
gopher. This rodent subsists mainly

on the rootas of plants, In order io be
protected while feeding ond also for
most of the rest of his time, he digs
many complex underground  tun-
nelas and chombers, Some of these
are used for storage of vegetation
for o time when focd is not so
abundant.

A description of the pocket gopher |
will help to identily his role in the |
meadow community. He has special
adaptations of body structure whici
contribute to survival in his under
ground world. To aid In digging his
tunnels he has long, powerful claws
o the forefest. Without these effec
tive tools the gophsr would have
difficulty making headway throuagl
the often hard soil in which he lives
He sometimes uses his large inclsor
teeth to assist in the burrowing
These chisellike teeth, like those ol
other rodents, are always sharp be
cause they are constontly  growindg
cnd hove enamel on the front =id-
only; this couses the soft back sid-
to wear down on a bevel while th:
fronl edge 15 muointained ot razos
sharpness. On the outside of the
gopher's lace are two cheel
pouches, one on each side of ths
head. These furlined “'pocksts
(from which he gets hiz name) ar=
used to corry food or nesting mo
tericls. The tmil iz another interest
ing feature. It is short and has a very
zensitive tip. Should an  enemy
such os a gopher snake come dow
the gopher's burrow, the latter does|
not hove to waste time turning
ground before fleeing, bul con feel
for obstructions with the tip of his)
tail and run bockward olmost o
easily as forward.
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[hia gopher is & useful animal. Ha
- perhaps be called "nature's
low,” for these creatures turn over
gy ccres of soil annually, help-
ng o aerate it and mix it with plant
Wimus, They alsc make draoinoge

ll and increase water storage with-
the scil, Without the innumerable
enerations of gophers, many beo-
il meadows might not exist today.
One of the enemies of the gopher
whe hos eormed an undeserved bad
e is the covote, This hemdsome
rodalor normally feeds on small ro-
ts- such as the gopher. In mony
rming areqs, howewver, thess ro-
onis have been decimated by
Blscned grain, shooting, and trap-
ping, leaving litfle natural food for
e coyote to eal. The coyote is clev-
b, though, so instead of starving to

Despite their beneficial activities,
tthere is danger of gophers becoming
oo numerous in o given areqa. They
fire prolific, and they may destroy
wood meodow lands when ther

numbers Increase beyond the ceory-
Ing capacity of the area. Also, when
burrowing rodents hecome too
crowded, diseases and porasites
flourish, some of which are hazard-
ous te humons, [ covoles are al-
lowed to live without hindranes they
tend to keep the numbers of gophers
down so that the threais attending
cverpopulation will nol orise, yet
enough gophers are lsft o work
their beneficial effects,

In some agricultural regions coy-
otes, more them the gophers, are ex-
terminated unrecsonably, When this
happens the meadows and pastures
mcy become pock-marked with
holes and mounds of earth and soon
good land is rulned. In reality it
would often be to the advantages of
persons who kil indiseriminately
all animeals which they designate as
harmful o leave them alone cnd let
Mature toke her course.

MNature has been in delicaie bal-
ance  for countless  thousemds of

veorz in undisturbed areas like the
notional porks cand seems to have
done very well for herself without
mean's interference. We con  profit
by encouraging this balanee else-
where.







