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R'S NOTE: As the iathar”

Editors af the Eveming Past:

the early completion of the

ikt thet the Park estoblished by
bl Congress as a place of hree
artion for the people of the
Siates cnd their guests for-
b, will be resorted to from all
8 of the civilized world. Many
pligen! men, nevertheless, have
dly vet heard of it, and hence
wifort to give om occount of the
ding cualities of ils scenery moy
bardoned, however inodequate it
lire lo ba,
he main featurs of the Yo Semite
28l indicoled in one word as o
gm. i i= o chosm nearly a mile
tverage  width, however, ond
them ten miles in length. The
cand broaoder part of this
m iz occupied al the bottom by
jeries of groves of mognificent
and meadows of the most
luxurieant, ond exquisite
through which meonders
stream of the clecrest wa
ing over a pebbly bottom,
dying among banks of ferns

THE GREAT AMERICAN PARE OF THE YO SEMITE
By Frederick Law Olmsted

i of Americon . londecape archilécture, Frederck Law  Olm-

pooompiisiments led 1o bz sppointment I 1864 e choirmon of the Hrst commission
nage Tosemlle Valley and Moriposa Grove (the Tosemite Granl by act of Congress, 1864
| Caltfornin siale park. Thue he wos Yosamite's ficst administrojar, The (ollowing brillicnt
Nt presented fo the Yosemite Museum Library by his scn, Frederlck Low Olmsted, Ir,
ferainally publishad in the New York Evenivg Post in 1865,

and rushes; sometlimes noamrowed
into sparkling ropids and sometimes
expending into placid pools which
refllect the wondrous heights on
either side. The walls of the chasm
are generally halt o mile, sometimes
nearly a mils in height above thess
meadows, and where most lofty and
nearly perpendicular, sometimes
overjutting. Al frequent intervals,
however, they are clefl, broken, ter-
raced, ond sloped, and in these
places, as well as everywhere upon
the summit, they cre overgrown by
thick cluslers of trees,

There is nothing sirange or exolic
In the character of the vegetation:
most of the iress and plomts, es
peciclly these of the meadows and
walsrside, are closely allisd to and
are not readily distinguished from
those most commen In the landscape
of the Eastern States or the midlemd
counties of England. The stream is
such o one as Shakespeare delighted
in, ond brings pleasing reminis-
cences o the troveller of the Avon
of the upper Thames.



Bonks of hearteease and bedsa of
cowslips omd daiszies are frequent,
emnd thickets of dogwood, alder, and
willow often [ringe the shores. At
several pointz strerms of water flow
into the chosm, descending at one
learp fron five hundred o lourteen
hundred feet. One small stream falls,
in three clossly consecutive pitches,
a distance of two thousond =six hun-
dred feet, which is more than fif-
teen times the height of the fulis
of Niagara, In the spray of thess
folls superb rainbows are seen.

At certain points the walls of rock
are ploughsd in polished horizontal
furrows, ot others moraines of boul-
ders and pehbbles are found, both
evincing the terrific force with which
in past ages of the earth's history a
glacier has moved dewn the chasm
from among the adicining peaks of
the Slerras. Beyond the lofty walls
still lofter mountains rlse, some
crowned by forests, others In simple
rounded cones of light, gray granite.
The climate of the region i never
dry like that of the lower parts of the
State of California; even when, for
geveral months, not a drop of raln
has fallen twenty miles to the west-
weard, ond the couniry there is
parched, and all wvegetation
withered, the Yo Semite continues
to receive frequent soft showers, and
to he dressed throughout in living
gIeen.

After midsummer a light, tromspar-
ent harze generally pervades the at-
mosphere, alving an indescribakla
softness and exguisite dreamy
chorm to the scenery, like that pro-
cured by the Indian summer of the
East. Clouds gathering at this season
upon the snowy pecks which rise
within forty miles on each side of the
chasm to o height of over twelve
thousand fest somelimes moll down
over the cliffzs in the afternoon, and,
under the influence of the rays of
the setting sun, form the most gor-

geoug and mogniiicent thunder.
heads. The average elevation of the
ground Iz higher than that of the
highest peak of the White Moun
terins, or the Alleghenies, cnd the air
iz rare ond brocing: yet, its fem
perature is never uncomfortably cool
in summeT, hor severs in winter.
Flowering shrubs of sweet o
grance cnd balmy herbs abound |
the meadows, and there ls every:
where o delicate odor of the pre-
vailing  folicee In the pines and
cadars., The water of the strecms
is soft and limpid, as clear as crysial
abounds with trout ond, except neor
its scurces, is;, during the heat ol
the summer, of an agreecble tem-
perature for bothing, In the lower
part of the valley there are copious
mineral springs, the water of one
of which is regarded by the aboris-
inal inhabifonts as hoving remark
able curatlve properties. A basin
still exists to which weck and sickly
persons were brought for bathing,
The water has not besn ancalyzed,
but that 1t possesses highly tonle os
woll as other medical qualities con
be readily seen. In the nsighboring
mountains there are alse aprings
strongly cherged with carbenic acid
gers, and said o resemble in tasle
the Empire Springs of Saratoga.
The ather district, ossociated with
this by the act of Congress, consists
of four sections of land, about thirly
miles distont from i, on whicn
stand, in the midst of a forest com-
posed of the usual trees omd shrubs
of the western alope of the Slerra Ne
vada, obout six hundred matura
trees of the glont sequoic. Amon
them is one known through namer
ous paintings cnd photographs s
the Grizzly Glant, which prebobly i
the noblest tree in the world. Beside:
this, there are hundreds of such
beauty and stateliness that, to onae
who moves among them In the rev
erent mood to which they =0 atrong




incite the mind, It will not sesm
iga  that Intelligent travellers
@ declared that they would
her have passed by Niagora it
than have missed visiling this

N the region Intermediate between
b lwo districts the scesnery gener-
¥ i of o grand character, consiat-
| of granite mountaing end a forest
fipcsed mainly of coniferous trees
Sfrectt zire, vet often more perfedt,
porcus, ond luxuriant than trees of
I the sire are ever found on the
fmntic side of the continent. It is
b however, in its grondeur or in
Horest becuty that the attraction
g8 intermediate realon consists,
much as in the more secluded
wrms of some of its glens, formed
P mountain torrents fed from the
w bonks of the higher Sierras.

wecue channels in the graomite
ks, and in the moist shadows of
f recesses grow lender plants
g ond peculiar lovelingzs. The
parachute-like leaves of the
e saxilrage, delicate ferns, soft
bases, and the most brilliont
hens abound, and in following up
rovines, cohinet pictlures open
every turn, which, while com-
pod of moterials mainly new fo
artist, constantly recall the most
wed sketches of Calaome in the
and Apenniness.

Ihe difference in the elevation of
rent parts of the disttict amounts
onsiderably more than o mile.
g to this difference and the
variety of exposure and other
sumstances there is a larger num-
f of species of plonts within the
! than probably can be found
a similar space anywhers
@ on the continent. Professor Tor-
b who hoas given the recelved
al names to several hundred
is of California, stoates thet on
‘wpace of a few acres of meadow

Fredarick Low Olmsted, S, Yosemite's first
administrator

lemd he found ohout three hundred
species, and that within sight of the
trail usually followed by visitors, o
lecat six hundred may be cbserved,
most of them being small and deli-
cate flowering plants.

By no statement of the elements
of the scenery can any idea of thert
scenery be given, any mere thon
a true impression con be conveyed
of o humean foce by o measured ac-
count of its fectures. 1t is conceivable
thel emy one or all of the cliffs of
the Yo Semite might be changed in
form ond color, without lessening the
enjoyment which is now obtained
frem the scenery. Mor is this enjoy-
ment any more essentially derived
from itz meodows, ils irees, its
streams; least of oll can it be at-
tributed to the cascodes. Thess, in-
deed, care scarcely to be named
ameong the elements of the scenery.
They are mere incidents, of far less
consequence any doy of the summer
then the imperceptible humidity of
the atmosphere and the socil. The
chosm remains when they are dry,



and the scenery may be, and cften
is, mare effective, by reason of some
temporary conditien of the air, of
clouds, of moonlight, or of sunlight
through mist or smoke, in the ssqson
when the cascades attract the leost
cittention, thoan when their velume of
water is lorgest and their roor liks
constant thunder,

There are falls of woter elsewhers
finer, there are more stupendous
rocks, more beetling cliffs, there are
desper and more awiul chasms,
there maoy be as beautiful streams,
as lovely meadows, there are larger
trees. It is in no =cene or scenes the
charm consists, but in the miles of
scenery with cliis of awiful helght
and rocks of vast mognitude ond
of varied and exquisite coloring, and
banked ond fringed and draped emd
shadowed by the tender foliage of
noble and lovely trees and bushes,
reflected from the mest placid pocls,
cnd associated with the most tran-
gquil meadows, the most playiul
slreams, and every variety of soft
and peaceful pastoral beouty.

The unlon of the despest sublmity
with the despest beauty of naturs,
not in one fegture or another, not in
one poart of one scene or ancther
noet any landscaope that com b
framed by itself, but all around and
wherever the visitor goes, consti-
tutes the Yo Semite the greatest
glory of nature. No pholearaph o
series of photographs, no painting:
ever prepare o visitor so thot he iz
not taken by surprise, for could the
soenss be faithfully represented the
visitor 18 affected not only by thal
upon which hizs eve is at ony mo-
ment fixed, but by all thal with which
on avery side it is associoted, and
of which it is seen only as an in-
herent part. For the same reason no
description, no measurements, no
comparisons are of much volue, In-
deed, the ottention called by thess
to points in some definite way 1o
markable, by fixing the mind on
mere rmatters of wonder or curlosity,
pravents the true and far more ex-
traordinary character of the scenery
from being appraciated.
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ADDITIONAL FACTS ON THE GIANT SEQUOIAS
By Gayle 5. Alden, Ranger Naturalist

@ magnificent giont  segquoias
s largest and oldest tress in
world. Thelr age is attributed
gly to the natural protections
¥ hove against the enemies fire,
jote, cnd disease. Although the
M are resistant to these foes, they
uently suffer from their weaken-
| effects. The reaction of the se
las to such Injuries and o few
heir other litleknown character-
8 are of interest,
‘sequoia seversly injured ot its
& by tire will increase its growth
8 area in an evident attempt
pegoin the support needed, If o
} begins to lean as o result of the
Hruction of a portion of its base,
reqact in several ways in ad-
lo increased growth. It may
erate the enlargement of the
mches on the opposite side from
leem. This tends to re-establish
center of gravity directly gbove
Btse. Bromches on the side toward
leh the free is leaning may drop
decrensing the weight on that
®. All of these reactions occur
fly. Thus the survival of the tree
depend upon the time it is
i in which to regot ond upon
vention of further destruction by
T agencies.

Britfleness of sequoic wood also
seemns to serve as g protective chear-
ccteristic. Being  britfle, the wood
breaks easily and has litfls struchiral
strength compared to that of other
building meaterials. This meecns thet
it is not often scught for construction
purposes though its other qualities
make it valuable. When a sequoia
falls, its trunk usually shatters into
many relatively small sections with
the tremendous impact of striking the
ground. As much as 80 percent of the
tree may be lost for use as lumber.
Strangely, then, the giont ssguoics
appear to have o delense even
against man, their greatest potential
enemy. However, mon hos now be-
come the trees’ strongest ally, for
most of the sequoia groves hove
been included in the Sierran noatonal
parks where protection is offorded
thetm. In Yosemite's Mariposa Grove,
major fires have been avoided for
soma 90 years. By eliminating fire
—the trees’ grovest natural threat—
man is giding these giant meotare
specimens fo live longer, and the
voung frees, whose thinner bark
renders them mors vulnerable, to
recch full stature. Moy men con-
linue io be the giont sequoics’
greatest friend.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

It is a pleasuve to announce that the August 1954 issue of Yosemite
ature MNotes will be a completely revised edition of our booklet, *Birds of

ife National Park.” We feel that the new edition, awith wtany additional
seriftions and illustrations and o beantiful colored cover, will be welcomed
i valuable, up-to-date reference, Subscribers will veceive the wew Booblet in
of the usual monthly fssue, at no additional cost.—Fd,
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HIKING IN TUOLUMNE'S WONDERLAND
By Merrie Jo Warne, Yosemite Field School. 1953

A thunderous rear] Clouds of mist
and spray! Then in o very short dis-
tomee all 15 quist and still. Deep,
blue-gresen peols horbor lazy troul
cmd reveal derk shadows coused by
overhanging limbs, When [ollowing
the course of the Tuolumne River
through the high Sierra of Yosemite
National Pook, one discovers that the
character and mood of the waler are
constantly changing,

The river forms many glorious
spectacies, but descriptive worda fail
te convey the [ull strength and
pequty which the hiker ohserves
along the trail to Waterwheel Falls,
It iz about 9 miles of easy walking
from Sodao Springs in the western
end of Tuolumne Meadows to this
fermed water displery, The going s all
downhill en route to the falls, 80 ex-
tra fime should be allowed for the
much more difticult return rip.

Cne Saturdoy in mid-Bugust last
veaar [ took the trail to Waterwhesl
with three other Field Scheolers. It
was a wondertul hike, the kind that
leaves a pleasant lingering memery
which iz sure to crop up ot unsx-
pected moments for yvears o come.
1 hove seen spectoculor mountoin
landscopes before, but never have
| been more impressed thom by the
power ond sound of this plunging
torrent,. Wherever we loocked clong
tha way there was wild, unmerred
natural hecuty choracterized by
shorp contraste in color, gound, and
miotion.

The scene varied continually. In
oneg area the sky wos bright, an in-
tenge cloudless blue. The canyon
was relatively norrow and deep, The
hues of its sheer granite walls were
somber gray, blue, while, and pur-
ple. Here the river roared like o de-
miructive tvront as it crashed over a

precipitous ledae, to bound up again
in clouds of boiling white fooam and
swirling sproy. Around the next
band the canyon broadened and the
wotars were clear ond calm, for
there in deep pocls flanked by o
forest of quoking gspen the river
flowed slowly as if to rest belore it
ogain thundered downward fo beat
the gicnt rounded boulders with Hs
ruthless fury.

But let me get back to our hike
We laft Soda Springs about seven
in the moming and walked at a com-
fortable poce. [t was quist, and the
night's frost still cogted the shor
grosses and sedges. For the first port
of the journey the trail did not {ollow
the river, but cut gcress meodow and
forest. A mile or so to the west n
herd of 15 to 20 deer wsre grazing
peacefully. They formmed a pichure
thet locked for all the world as i i
had been token from a storvbook,
Every few minutes we heord the
high, piercing whistle of the "picke!
pin” or Belding ground aquirrel, and
s we walked along we noticed
these tiny ocnimals siting erect 1o
have a look at us. There were nu-
merous lupines, shootingstors, and
ather flowers which offered brillian!
gplashes of color, ond a flack o
mountain  bluebirds odded move
ment to the setfting,

After a while the ftrail entered
a lodgepole pine forest and then
came upon a large, faitly lavel grom:
ite expanse. Here were mony glacinl
erratics, or great boulders which hod
been left scattered about as o glacla
of long ago melted away, A fow
gnarled lodgepoles grew out
cracks in the white rock, Near thi
place the tredl for the first time o
procched the river, which flowed |
g smooth, rapld curve oand eddis
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olumne, and from there down io
Walerwhee] the scensry becoome
more impregsive with each step. The
cemyon began lo lake shape as the
tradl led us rapidly downward, Socon
we noticed low cliffs on either sida
cf the normaw gorge,

Tust above Glen Aulin High Sierra
Camp the river next vaulled over a
serles of steps to form White Cas-
cade. Here again o great romble
greeted us as the water went boil-
ing down the stesp slope into the
large emerald pocl at iis baose., A
amall, shallow  strecm eniered the
Tuolumne necr the bridge at Glen
Aulin and iis slow-moving water
was lost in the turbulent rush of the
river,

In the quaking aspen grove below
Glen Aulin were a few scallersd
lodgepole pines lending a touch of
reality to an othsrwise mogic foresl
The aspens were slender cnd groce-
ful. Their small round leaves danced
and trembled in the slightest breeze
and their greenish-white frunks with
bBold bBlack scoars added o ghesily
note. The sunlight was sprinkled in
tiny moving paiches on the soft
green grasses ond fsrms. There was
a jumbled meass of eolor, for the en-
tire forest floor was blanketed with
wildtlowers. An enchoamting growth
af a toll sky-blue lupine and o shert-
stemmed larkspur was  scattered
among the vellow-green folioge of
corn lilies. Dead wood lay decaying
among Mariposa lilies, The river
wos peaceful here and o high bloack-
and-brown-sireaked cliff was visible
through the itrees.

1 wos sure there could be no
soemes more lovely thon those we
hod possed, but s the trall con-
Hnued downword the conyeon be-
came narrower and the cliffs
towered higher overhead. The Tu-
olumne again became o roging,
foaming mass s it hurlled down to

form California Falls, £ miles below
Soda Springs. A short distance
forther the tumultucus woter once
more plunged over a ledge ol Le-
Conte Falls,

Then ofter countless awitchbacks
we suddenly got our first view ol
Waterwhesl Falls, We walked oul
on the steep, groay-while aronite in
cline to cobscrh the splendor dis-
played before us. The slope was
broswn and slick where the river
dashed over it.  As the waler sbruch
the hollowed depressions in the in-
clins, il was hurled up and bock
some 25 feet In a molestic wheal
like motion, The spray was whit
emd glistening. Droplets sparkled I
the sun and preduced tiny rainbows.

Sitting near the top of the catarac,
I surveved the conyon below and
the imposing cliffs flanking it. Thers
were venerabls, anarled junipers
with reddish bark and lightaresn
folicge. Propped by a young junipe
a dead incensecedar trunk leoned
far oul over the torrent—aoa glaring
gray specter surroundesd by rushing
living water. Ancther grizzled cedao
probably injured in past ages, hod
four glant lmbs forming a rounded
crown. About ten feet lower, thren
bremches jutted off to the left to give
the tree a grotesque outline, Below
the main slope aond waterwhesls, o
huge boulder cast o faint shadow
Although the gradient was meors
genlle thers, I ecould see churning
green pools flecked with white, The
rocks and boulders were brown near
the water, but were streaked hlack
by innumerable lichens.

After watching and listening lor
an hour or so we retumned to the
paih cmd followed it down the steen,
dry cemyonside, Plants of the chopers
ral tvpe grew among the enormoi
boulders — chincqueapin, hucklebarn
oak, and contorted, stunted manzan
Iter. Near the base o the great ram
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tiny tratl bremched off to the leht
wemdered down through the
:ﬁliﬂ{{llﬂpin. Cm a flat shell some
‘guarter of a mile below Waterwheel
|m was an initiguing campsils,
Westled among tall, masterly coni-
s, The river bent sharply and en-
Wred o deep, green pool lined with
\White scnd. Benecth the willows and

aspens olong this quiet sietch were
numerous deer ftracks, and poaw
marks which we were unable to
identify, There on a grassy boank we
stopped o lost to eat our irail
lunches, and to rest beifore starting
the long climb out of the wonder-
land which is the Grand Canvon of
the Tuclumne.

—

LATE-BLOOMING SNOWPLANTS
By Richard |, Hartesveldi, Ranger Naturalist

On August 21, 1952, while sesk-
my way to the top of a high
fte hill west of Soda Springs
dow in Devils Postpile National
nument, | was considerably sur-
to ses o snowplant (Sarcodes
Wininea) in the prime of bloom.
heavy snow of the previous
ler and the topography of the
wete together loroely respon-
for the late appearance of this
ather nearby specimens of the
king scorlet plant, Meost of them

were locoted desp in a north-south.
runhing netch in granite, where the
lostl of the glaciers had plucked out
fractured rock, The notch was at
least o guarter of a mile long, nar-
row, cnd about 30 fo 40 feet deep,
The sun shong on the bottom of it
tor cnly o brief time sach dery, pro-
viding so little warmth that the snow
still lay unmelted on the ground. It
was not foo unusual, then, thot
where spring was two months late,
snowplants were still blooming.






