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"RANGER. WHERE 1S ALL THE WILDLIFE?"
By Woodrow W. Smith, Ranger Naturalist

sughout the summer, walking
@r Point each doay, coming
\ the hill from the camparound
ings, noons, and evenings, the
lon never ocouwrred to me.
itheless the visitors asked con-
lly, “Where is the wildlife?" It
lo understond why so little
e is seen by so many. Con-
b the 6500 wvisitors to Glacier
| on the Fourth of July. Their av-
| length of stay could be esti-
il at no more than an hour: the
popular time of day for wisit
e area is betwesn 12 and 3 in
ilterncoon; the usual driving time
il on the road from the valley or
yona and back is 2 hours.

Wring the short visit what wild-
oes cne see? Our omnipresent,
recdy greeter here as in the
is the Steller's jay-—irrepress-
‘camp policeman, robber, vigi-
b, omd general nuisonee, vel
g commendable purpose in
mup and insect control. In good
pers the blus-bellied lizards in-
pt their sunning periods to skit-
fom the rocks into inaccessible
Hees or bushy hideouls, escaping
clulching hands of smallfry
fore. Tahoe chipmunks vie with
iE}'i' fovors from hotel patrons
toss crumbs from the perch,

White-collared ground sguirrels of
the Sierra tribe join the bangueters,
as do the more numerous golden-
meantled relatives.

But with the averoge day's 2,500
people climbing the paths to the east
and north overlooks, not many more
forest crecturss are o be noticed
by the glancing and hurried throng,
Ta mssure that Glacier Point is in-
deed inhabiled by wildlife the fal-
lowing incidenis are related,

On o gestocquainted mission
through the compoground on June 21
an interested camper showed me a
large log by his tent on which
thousands of big, black corpenter
cnfs were locked in baitle. They
were rearing and snapping, myTtiads
engoged in what appeared to be o
disorganized brawl. Perhaps it was
our lmagination, but it seemed we
could hear the clicking of their plier-
like maondibles as they would ssnse
the enemy close by, rise up on back
leqs, and chop at the negrest por-
tion of the cpponent in range. Using
thelr antennae the coarpenters were
oble to distinguish friend from foe
by touch or smell. For 4 days and
nights the Internecine fray con-
finued. Piles of heads were discov-
ered on the ground ol the base of
the log where smaller workers were
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Exhibit overlook at Glacier Point; Half Dome and Clouds Rest in distonce

busy odding to the discord heop.
Diminighing numbers of ants fought
through the fourth day, but the bottle
was ended on June 25, The couses
omd results were unknown io the
observers—we could only apply a
human interpretation: the onts head
returned to the sanity of peaceful
coexistence.

During the watch maintained over
the battle of the onts, the activities
of parent white-breasted nuthatches
were noliced. Despite intruders the
nestlings peeked out from a hole in
a large Jeffrey pine no more than
£ feet up the frunk which stood 15
teet from the ants’ battleground. The
mother and tather were adhering to
a fromtic feeding schedule to keep
their offspring from what, by their
actions, seemed the verge of starva-
tionn. The vyoung nuthatches were
large enough by June 24 lo josils
and shove each other almest out of
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the nest; evidently the necrest moull
to the food had the odvantage i
receiving It Poremtal trips to gst o
sects by scrambling down the tfrunk
of neighbering trees, picking her
cnd there in the bark cracks, tool|
each bird 3 minutes per flight on thi
avergge. This ''shuttle run of th
crrlift'" was continued. throughout thi
morning hours without much hesii
Hon, even when an obssrver comg
within 10 feet of the nest, Then th
cdult birda "henked" a hit as they
resented the intrusion. Playing hids
and-zéek they waould work down thi
tree on the side opposite the nes
peeking now from the lsft and thed
from the right, and then would =u
denly dart around into the entranc
hole. On June 26 the nuthatchas ha
apparently completed this cvele
family life, for the nest was emply
Scome white-breasted cmd more e
bredsed nuthatches wers: very o




in the forest around Glacier
P throughout July and August, A
Were seen among branches

img owver partially opened
‘eones, "henking” in such ro
woice that the first sight of the
ly birds who possessed these
lenes always caused surprise.
Jomily of sapsuckers wos less
inate thom the nuthatches. For
i nest these parents alsc chose
W hole, which some woodpecker
| mode in a white fir along the
i that leads to the hotel from the
paround, They were in the midst
poding cctivities the lost week
ine when a bear must hoave no-
| the cccessibility of their hole,
gne morning = | came down
path {or my doily duties no nest
gined—just a large white cav-

tree, and a lew sopsucker
hers were mixed with them, Claw
giches indicoted thot o moraud-
4 bear had dones the deed.

nother etfect of animal behavier
trees was found in the arowth

of ocur nocturndl visitemts, the
low-haired porcupine.  Porky”
 been seen several times in late
@rmocn on the- Fourmile Trail o

of the firs bear evidence of
| somewhat destructive appetite.
In a pine by the side of the old
hhu.m Point mud o grouse hen

igs in July. During the day she
ild be depended upon to show
with her chicks somewhers along
b upper lllilouette trail, pecking
g the pathwaoy like o domestic
i with her brocd, Hikers could
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pass within a dozen fest without
eausing undue alarm. Closer than
that the chicks would scurry and
“fresze’ under the shrubs of chin-
gquapin. end huckleberry ook: the
hen would walk away to draw at-
tention elsewhere, In addition to. the
grouse there were several fomilies
of mountaln quail, frequently heard
zoftwhistling their “bok-white' calls
to keep check on one emother.
Groups of people on naturewalk
fours in August were often pleased
by the appearance of the quail. On
one porticular afterncon o hen end
eight chicks tock turns crossing the
Glacier Point Read during o period
of heovy traffic. Each of the young
birds chose to make the crossing at
the most inopportune time—just ag
o car approached. As each bird ran
across In front of o ecar, it was
forced at the last second to flush
into flight to keep from being hil
Six cors scored narrow misses; the
suspense of wotching the sequence
ol nearaccidents was almost un-
bearable.

White-throated swifts maintained
their display of aerial momeuvers
over the Glacier Point precipices
daily throughout the summer. At
tmes wvigltors cought sight of pairs
of these sweptback-winged "jet
plomes” practicing sirafing skills on
scraps of liter cought in updrafi
gswirls of air. Several times the
romger noturalist's Stetson hat be-
cames the target ifor the darting,
swooping, twinkling little flyers. Red-
tailed ond Cooper's hawks would be
asen on occasion soaring and climb-
ing with sase in the alr currents rtis-
ing from the valley below. Raucous
Clark's nutcrackers flew over in
groups of {four or five in August ond
September. From the dozens of
winged pine seeds whirling down,
one could tell during the first wesk
of September that the nuterackers
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had found the Jellrey cones cpened
sufficiently for thelr harvesting ac-
tivities. Mot to be outdone, nut
hotches, chipmunks, jays, and chick-
arees all joinad the pine-nut festival,
It wos surprising io sse the Tohos
chipmunks clinging to half-opened
cones high up in g pine, honging
upside down al times in their effort
to dig oul the succulent seeds. Jays
would volplone down to catch an
errant  helicoptering  seed, turn in
midalr with the captured prize, cnd
fly to a limk where the meat could
be extrocted by pounding it free
from the shell held firmly in crozsed
claws,

Steller's jay

Golden sagles were sighted four
times in August. It may hove besen
colncidence, but on one of those
days when o pair of the largest
birds circled high above Sentinel
Dome cnd suddenly dived out of
sight westward toward  Sentinel
Bock, o hiker camried on injured
faown up to the point from midway
ohn the Ledge Trail where he had
found it lying stunned. Given lo the
ranger for care, the young cnimal
was examined and found to have
acralches an its back. Though no
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benea seemed to be broken, interncl
injuries were evident from the bleed
ing through the nostrils: it appearsd
that the fown, stil] spotted ond prob
ably less than o month eld, hod
fallen from some height. It died
within a few hours, Whether it would
have lived if left alone is difficull
to scy, but its choneces for survival
whare its mother could perhaps find
cmd protect it would have been
greater, Disturbing it and possibly
injuring it further by carryving it up
the Ledags Trail was ne help, thouagh
wellintentioned., Coniecture varied
in guessing the couse of the mis
fortune; could the fown have fallen
prey lo a golden eagle, bee:d
dropped, and the eagle interrupted
by hikers? Or was the fall the resull
of a frantic dash away from some=
other predater such oz o mountain
lion or covote? Sufficient evidencs
wes lacking, so no conclusions could
be drown.

Covotes were prevalent in ths
Glacier Point areq this summer, and
as the season progressed campers
became more and more gocus
tomed to the emboldensed mothe:
ond pup, the paoir that sounded
reveille with a serles of yelps ond
"ki-yl's" as they trotted through the
campground al sunup two mornings
in o row. One evening at sundown o
voung covole set up such a clamer
of vipping that we investigoled,
thinking o car on the Glacter Poinl
Hood had hit it and it was eryving in
pain. As we approached, the pup
discrestly trotted up the slope aboul
a hundred vards, sat down, and ke-
gon another series of wails. Whaen
we moved loward it once more, il
silently slipped inte the tree
shadows., Our fourith-grade daugh:
ter advanced the hypothesis that the
fellow had developed a bad case of
indigestion over the garbage diet he
had keen following.
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Sierra chickaree

A most popular topic of conver
fion among campers is that noc

e hite fhe "night spots’” on the
pbage-can circuit. About once o
@k beors siray from their usuol
nts fo cause the caraless camper
me onxiety—Iood left on picnic
8 discppears, food lockers are
! d open. Efforts to frighten the
bwlers away with fashlights,
g, and banglng pans avail little,
b camper gains in return for the
e & sensational story of the night
itk to tell the folks back home.
.- bears were seen during the
yiime. A 2-yvearold trying to steal
march on his elders appsared at
hotel one afterncon, a mother
i two cubs were in the camp-
ound several evenings, and now
gl then o bear was seen along
b road close to Washburn Point,
B mony as 28 bears hove been
fiiled in former years at the gar-
Be-disposal orea several miles

et

south of the hotel, This year o toial
of 12 bears were recognized as
"regulars” ot Glacier Peint, 9 adults
and 3 cubs.

Activities of the Sierra chickarse
help to make August and Seplem-
ber interesting months at the point.
We have leamed to watch for the
first telltale signs of this small sguir-
ral's work, the “kitchen middens” of
detached pine-cone scales scattered
around fresh cobs, For safety’s sake
one needs o recognize the warning
"bombs away'’ after a whizkbroom
twig parachutes dewn from the Jel-
frey or sugar pine; in just a few sec-
onds the sticky, heavy cone booms
down through the bronches, and
woe to ihe person standing in the
target areal Following the bomb-
ings, sometimes from above one will
hear excited chatter descending the
scale much like demoniac laughter.
Interrupt one of these vivacious ro-
dents while he is harvesting cmd you
will be given to understond that you
are trespassing. Stand 20 feet away
and the chickorse will usually ig-
nore you; he is in a hurry to com-
plete hiz meal. Eating the pine nuts
by peeling away the “pinecpple”
scales much as humans eat arti-
chokes, the sguirrel 1 watched fin-
ished o [effrey cone B inches long
and 4 inches wide at the boase in 8
minutes. Pockets in the cob indicated
that 260 seeds constituted his break-
foast,

With the rpening and opening
ot the cones, and the casting of the
winged nuts in o short period during
late summer, it is no wonder the
chickaree iz a frontic reaper. His
competitors for the nuis—the chip-
munks, nuthaiches, nutcrackers, and
javs—wera very much in evidence
during the closing days of the busy
vigitor secson. More wildlife than
ever, it seemed, as we reluctantl
packed to leave after Labor Do



1ou

TWUOEMITE INATUNE NOTERD

SALVAGE OF THE TIOGA MINE MACHINERY

"By Douglass H. Hubbard, Associcis Pork Naturolist

One of the most ambitious min-
ing ventures in western history was
that of the Great Sierra Consclidated
Silver Company, whose headguoar-
ters was ot Bennettville, now o de-
gerted ghost town about one mile
east of Tioga Pazs. To facilitale driv-
ing the tunnel to cut the Shesp-
herder and other ledges, supposedly
bearing ores of great valus, mo-
chinery was essential. In the ab-
gence of roads it was necessary to
snake this equipment up the nearly
vartical east face of the Sierra Ne-
vada range from Lundy., A visit to
this area will couge ocne o marvel
at the fortittde and perseverance of
the men who accomplizshed this
feat in 1882, taking from Mearch 4 1o
May 8 to move B tons a distance of
approximately 10 miles. The Howmer
Miéming Index of Lundy carrles a drae
matic account in its issue for March
4, 1882;

The transporfotion of 168000 pounds of ma-
chinery across cne of the highsst ond most
rugged branches of the Slerra Mevada moun-

lains in  midwinler, where ng roads exl
cwer wvost fields and huge embankments ¢
yvielding snow, and in the lace of furicus win
storms  laden  with defting  snow, ond ik
mercury dancing attendance on gera, i3
lask eoloulated 1o appat toe surdiesl moo
tafneet; and yal | L, Kemp, Mangger lor
Gregl Slerra Conaclidated  Silver Compan
of Ticga. is now engaged in such an undes
':l_',ﬂ:inq. and with avary prospect af FII:HE-
success ol an early doy—so complete |
bean (the arrangement of details o . 0 T
machinery will probably be holsied sieoial
up ta the summil of Mount Warren ridge |
om almost vertical rise of 2,160 feet. From il
summif the descen! will be mode 1o Bad:
baigs Loke, thence down fo and along
Vining cresk . . . and from that poind to b
pel, o distance of aboul cne mile , . T
mochinery consiats of an engine, boiler,
compreeser, Ingeraal] drills; iron pipe, =
for use in driving the Greal Sierra funis
It is being transported oo elx heavy sled
admlrably censtructed of  hardweod. |
pair of bob-sleds, gocomponiea the exprd
tion . . . laden  with bedding, provieion
cooking ulensils, ete, The heavieal lood
4,200 pounds. Ten or twelve men, two milos
4,500 fest of l-inch Manilla ropes. heavy do
ble bBlock and tackle and all the availa
trees  along the route are  employed
"snaking'' the mochinery up the mountain

W. A, Chaollfont, In Geld, Guus,
Ghost Towns, adds:

Celia Crackar Tl b

Bennettville in 1898, Mt Dana in distance
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peh copstian was reached, the apparatus
B dismantled and carried ferward 1o the
N Bidae, Tnch by Inch the trosten rope was
id in. . . The looded E.ledqas broke
ligh the snow again ond again, wedging
ives 3o thay hod 10 be pried out with
and crowbar, or block anmd  fackls

:'9'-.-: lo frees, or fo sleel arducusly est
rocke, Ewvery ounce of propulsive edfort
furnished by human muscla.
ing was recorded, to our

pwledge, of the suffering of the
f, but Mr. Kemp, ot the comple-
of the task, wos said to have

morked, "It's no wonder that men

Biw cldl”

:"= fcultiss such s these led the
construct the Great

‘_u pany o

a 21-mile portion of
h is in use todoy, fraversing
iine of Yosemite's most becutiful
Bt
Fincncial disaogresment among
stockholders coused om abrupt
jaing down of the mine on July 3,
84, The old machinery, brought in
t8uch great cost and effort, has

pBn. subjected to the ravages of
BT winters ond thoughtleas
ficdals since that date. Late in Sep-

ber this vear I was successiul
Peoniacting Mr. G. C. Wederlz,
Wacri cwner of the Tiega property.
band his son, Frank 5, Wedertz,
filizing the historie valus of the

Bryami
Wtoric ming machinery (compressor, left; blower, right) at entrance to Shespherder tunnel

machinery, readily gove their con-
sent to donating and moving it to the
Yosemite Musesum.

With the willing cooperation of
William Stevensen, Stenmley Costro,
and Ralph Parker of Yosemite road
maintenance, we visited Bennstl-
ville on September 30 and October
| and removed the air compressor,
blower, tomks, and two small air-
driven pumps. These were brought
to Yosemite Valley where they will
form the nucleus of an exhibit on
mining activities of the Yosemite
region, lo be placed In a hitherio
unused corner of the museum gar-
den. This particular machinery, with
its interesting story of seeminaly un-
surmountable difficulties and fedlure,
well deserves the protection it will
receive.

As the “cherry-picker” crane ef-
fortlessly lilted the heavy com-
pressor from its base and placed i
on a truck for itz last ride of some
60 miles to Yosemite Valley, to take
less than 3 hours, we could not help
but think of the sweating crew of
hardened miners who labored in the
snow for more than 2 months to
bring it a dislance of 10 miles up
the foce of the Slerra, and wonder if
they might not be watching us from
somewhere up on Tloga Hill,
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AUTUMN THOUGHTS
By William L. Neely. Ranger Naluralist

MORNING—

Those who live below comnot im-
aging cur Tuclumne Meadows cli-
mate. Their sweaty hours paoss by
while ours are inged with frost. Nor
con | imagine that summer still holds
on below in the wvallevs, so im-
mersed am [ in this arcic world.
These mornings the meadows before
the tent are crisp, cmd the templa-
tion is to walk among the grass
blades and kick frost crystals as one
might shuffle through autumn
leaves. | do not wander {ar but thet
my shoes look as though they had
traveled far across the northern tun-
dre.

Writes Thoreou:

Even the grasses in sxpoged fislds wera hung
with nnumerable digmend pendants, which
jingled merrily when brushed by the foot of
the travelsr, Tt was literally the wresk of
jewels and the crash of gems.

There is no time for contempla-
tive thoughi these mornings. I do my
midday chores in early hours—-the
drawing of water cnd the eternal
chopping of firewood. The axe is s
warming as the stove. Coldness
makes us owore ond shorpens the
outlines of our commonest actions,
An icy morning and even the tying
of shoes becomes painfully memer-
akle,

On such momings the cracks in
the granite are frost-wedged o hair's-
breadth wider. Nature goes about
her axe-work too, To what end is
she warming herself? For what fires
does she split kindling of the granite
slaba? | feel a =atisfoction when I
discover that my affgirs and those
of Noture are similar,

L3 L o
LATE AFTERNOON—

Even growth itself must emit

sound, for in midsummer one is sel-

dom aware of o completely silent
forest. The growing of one pin
needle may be inaudible but the
growing of a foreat full of them &
perceptible in some meanner. Bu
now cutumn has stopped all arowil
ond in this lole alterncon of Sep
tember the forest is at last truly
silent.

I walk home from a long ramble
atield. Alter leaving the glacial path
ways | cross through a solemn hem
lock forest. Even the strring of pro
toplasm in leat cells has apparent!y
slowed to a viscous flow. Unable o
peneslrate the thick foliage of hem
lock boughs during midday, the sun
now seiting on the mountain  rio
slides underneath the branches and
lights up the tree trunks and slanis
down the alsles, These wmountain
hemlock forests remind me «
Grimm's foiry fales, and in their
depths I am frequently on the lock:
out for houses made of gingsrbread
studded with cookies, or for littls
agnarled crecatures with red caps and
long beards, smoking long pipss
My science yields {0 older mythal
ogy and I fear that | moy step inic
some magic ring and change inlo
a squirrel or o pumpkin. The rou
cous, shattering ory of the Clarks
nutcrackers winging homeward
overhead brings me to my senses
but instead of altering only intens|
fieg the solitude.

* * *

NIGHT—

In the night beneath the trees whal
shadows con compare fo the fres
shadows, that even the pals, cold
starlight iz hidden! And there amidst
the darkness our tent aglows with
inner light like some huge convas
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ghode in these unlit moun-
B, The rumbling of the glaciers
il the rising of the Slerra hove
ieely subsided in such a night
[ anly stars mark our lime. |
lder i not in some woay the
has gone on by, spinning its
while [ am out In this awiul
gss. The tent is on islond of
[ return fe it ond find only
pents =lapsed and the stowve still
, How near we live 1o the edas
grnity! Rip Van Winkle wos but
PlbEling intant when he returned,
i only surprised thal we are rict
in our rototion obout the
gns. The earth turns and asis
clocks, while we connot turn
It but mus! rush perversely the
r woy, not counterclockwise but
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counterlimewise, and it 15 the wise
man who lets the earth do his travel-
ing for him. The Whirling Dervish
waos perhaps better ocoupled them
some of us, for al l=sast he came to
rest ot night ond oceosionally said
great things. And they say they
hoave seen the world and all s
wonders who travel over it in o sum-
mer vacation, trying to keep up with
the tlmes by the news, where it may
have been better had they come o
rast and elevated their minds to such
a height that the world could turn
beneath them. In these few mo-
ments ouiside the tent tonight |
found myself in the nebular regions,
cand was surprised at my homing
inslinct in finding again our planst
and golaxy after my wandering.







