Yosemite Falls, Blowing tn fbe wind,
—Ansel Adams
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TEN DAYS IN THE HEART OF THE SIERRAS

By Williom S. Rice

S HOTE: The lallawing arlicte by Mr. Bloe, whose beautiful block prints grace the
ol the Yasemile Mussum, oppeared in Yoewny Peofle, published in Philodelphic in 1901
i confrust fo Olive Logans "Does It Pay To Visit Yo Semite” which we comied a8 o
jakt yoor We ore gratetul to Mr. Rlee and to his daughier, Mra, Dorothy Rice Armoio,
fiding the article ond the original llusteations for use in Yosemite Natwre Nofos

@ frain ol Stockton, where the
i paint for the walley iz gen-
P made. The ride by rail was
W across thot vost wheat-cov-
Blain, the Son Jooguin Valley,
ing as far aa the eye could
|, and bounded on the east by
ligate blue line of the moun-
lowerd which we care slecdily

SR | S

FROMIS- Char troin finally reached Chinesa
ED myself Stalion, among the molling foot-hills,
a tip to oghout five o'clock in the afterncon.
the Yose- A threeseated stoge was waiting to
mite: Val-  convey our porty ten miles to Priest's
ley but Hotel, where we were o stop ov-
nearly @ erfor the night: From here we were
vear el whirled ropidly over the hills and
apsed af through primitive mining towns,
ter my ar- climbing stesp mountoing ond geoz-
rival in ing breathlessly down inio deep
California,  conyons, where swiftflowing rivers,
before this  the Tuclumne and its branches, re-
i was reclized. Finclly, fected the grim hills and rayvs of the
fiot coy in July, I board-  aetbng sun, forming coler combine-

tionz of indescribable becnaty.

The hills became higher, ond oz
twrilight despened around us we
were climbing the steepest grade
{Priest's Grode) on the road to the
iop of Priest's Hill, 1 shall never for-
agat the beautiful moonrise scene that
here spread oul before us. First, the

moan wan observed creeplng over
PR T | el bl alrewtlines
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ravs just illumined the crests of the
hills io the north of us, leaving the
iotervening gops or canyons In
deepest black.

On alighting at the cheerful-lock-
ing hostelry on the summit, we were
met by a brigade of servants crmed
with feather dusters, who attacked
us ond gave us o sound beating,
much to our comiort and reltef, for
the duast iz one of the feciures of the
frip.

At six am. the start for the valley
wos made. We had now g distonce
of torty-dive miles to cover by stage
in one day. About o mile aobove
Priest's i{s the mining village of Big
Oak  Flot, known throughout the
world for the largs amount of gold
secured by the miners in the years
1849 cmd 1850, Prospectinig hos hesn
going  on everywhere, and not o
stone ssems to have been unturned
in the search for the precious metal.
The scenes of "the davs of old emd
doys of gold and days of 49" be-
come familiar o the traveler.

Winding along the summits of the
meountains, the road posses many
clricus trees, pines, caks with grect
bunches of mistletos, forming in
many plaoces a festconed archwoy
over the traveler os he drinks in the
aromatic pine and firladen oir. On-
wiard we proceedsd among pines,
firs, ond cedars ond ot noen reached
the little Inn known as Crocker's,
where we were met again by the
featherduster brigade. Alter din-

ner we resumed our journey, and
o few hours tound curselves possl
through the Tuolumne Grove of
trees,

These trees cre evergresns, koo
s Sequoia giganteq, ond are found
groves and foresl principally in
Sierrar Nevadas, They are shelter
by o cinnamon-colored bark, ned
forty inches thick, emd which
spongy in texture. Thess gionis
astimated as belng the oldest liv
things on earth, their oge haov
been reckoned from four thous
to six thousond vears, from the
centric circles of trees that h
been felled. Some of them towsa
the enormous heighi of two huri
and three hundred [eet and ore |
thirty 1o forly leet in dicmeter.

Une of them, the '"Dead Gia
has been hollowed out so that |
atorge drove right through il W
a peculoir sengation it was os
halied in the heart of the tres =iy
cnd gazed upward ot the perdtol
blue through the epening ot the |

This grove is one of the aldes
California, discoversed when min
were in segrch of precious mey
Here too are numercus other o
trees, sugor oand vellow pines,
and cedors, and a2 we reocch
higher altitude, silver firs emd Do
las spruce.

The wild flowers along the
wers resplendent in their hues
rose, purple, pirk, yellow and |
The Mariposa tullp, the becutiful |
fragrant Sheosta lily, syringas, |
cand white lupines, wild azdleas |
lilaes, all mingling with coun!l
thousands of unfomilicr  flow
formed one immense flower =
along cur poathway,

The tood now winds aboul
summit and we are owars, by ca
ing o glimpse of o snowy peak, |
the higest altitudes heve bao
reached; Pine-laden breezes aw
atar e orclad ear o tha | aEeeer



{6 high Sierros, and the ride
§ orade has commenced. Cur-
'_ml tustic rocks cre polmed oul

2 of a bold precipice, where
Whole ponoroma of the valley
out before us. Imme-
W cvery tourist exclaims, "Oh
EII'ld that is all he i= capable

15 known: a= "Oh my,

-. and fiftyv-seven fe::-t above
por of the vallay. Trees two
ped fect hich lock like toy trees
fized and horazes like mere pin-

lmy thread of the Bridal Veil
three hundred and thirty-six
i height, creamy in the golden
the selting sun. At our fest
g irace the windings of the

Merced, 'river of mercy,”
lly flowing ond reflecting
and trees and the on-locking

| sloge now spins along merri-
H we descend the slopes of the
b winding doangerous curves
trly make one hold in with
W crd moin’ Yet with all we
lent, for we are at o loas for
| caring only to let our eves
11 the ravishing beauty of the
and to goze upward o where
rple - stained, snow - copped
plerce inlensely blue skies.
floor of the valley iz reached
, and here, as we glide along
gtllop, fresh scenes awdit us,
left comes a silvery faoll,
rem the lop of the brow of the
guide informs us that,
I8 the Virgin's Tears.” "Why?"
one asked. "Becouse they're
L from the Bridal Vell," he re-
gloverly, As we rounded the
the roadway, a scene of un-
lavellirneas crealed ue ke
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Great Yosemile Falls, the larger one
leaping in steaming sprav from the
face of the cliff to lts frst terrocce,
over a thousand fest below, whers
it wanders about in o =eries of cas-
codes uniil it makes its fingl plunge
to the floor of the valley ond joins
the waters of the onrushing Mer-
cad. . .

Other curious rocks noticed along
the drive to cur camp were Thres
Brothers, Sentinel Rock and Dome
and Boyal Arches, and the beoati-
ful South or Hall Dome with its
brow curved with o cap of glittering
snow. Our siage finally halted ot
the camp that was to be our tempor-
ary home lor a week

The troil to Sentinel Dome ond
Glacier Point was one that waos
much enjoved by our party. The
point is the shell of rocks overhang-
ing the perpendicular face of a clift
three thousand three hundred feet
high. From this point to Sentinel
Dome was chout cne and o half
miles, cnd from the bare, rocky
slopes of this promontory we beheld
the grandsst view of the entire val-
ley., On the very crest of the dome
graw o siunted old pine, springing
out ol the crevice of o rock. How

ke e moneaad 1o axlatl there wos




a mystery o me. It muast hoove o
tained o great age, Ior vegelofion
advemees slowly ot such aliitudes,
From this point the whole chain of
snow-covered peaks of the high
Slerras ond their valleys are visikle,
and furnished to us the clue o the
source of the wonderful sfreama
which pour over the mounbain wealls
from such amaozing altitudes.

The valley from this point of view
was seen to divide into three differ-
ent convons, eoach containing ob-
jecis of great interest. There was the
Tenoya Conyon with Mirrer Loke,
that gem of the valley, nestling omid
the pines, the Little Yosemite with
its two falls — the Nevada and the
Vernal, and the [lillouste, or South
Corryori.

The view from the top of (Yose
mite} ioll i= one of the most impres-
give | have ever withessaed. The frodl
leading 1o the iop 15 very exhousting
to ascend, but the wiew from the
prink ol the flls amply repays the
sxertion. It was the last ploce |
visited belore leaving the wvallev.
Cmce there;, | crept along o norrew
shell, holding on o o iron rodling,
gat my heels well zet in the rocks
ond proceeded thus until [ reachsd
a shelf of overbonging rock ot o
point close to the over-plunging cur
rent. Here cne gets a perlecily fres

view aof the frothy while spray |
descends in rocket-likes strea
About two hundred feet balow
brink of the fall is o ledge th
brecks the foree of the woler |
countless streoms of spray, whi
when the lght iz just right, p
duces wonderful rainkow effocts,

Balomead rocks and owverhamal
ones core everywhere, One can
fain hairrgizing glimpses of rushit
thundering forrents and deep o
vons if orne has the nerve to v |
experiment. One place offordsd |
as thrilling a sight a8 anvy 1 ¢
nessed. We crept close lo the od
cnd Ioy down, peerng ovear th
sanids of feet into the yowning aby
straight below us. & drought of oo
mountain gir blew steadily in
foces from below, adding o thrll
terrar to the plage.

Two of the fealures of the voll
should never be missed. Those o
a trip to Mimor Lake ot stnrise o
io the Hoppy Isles, where |
streams from the different lalls me
In cascades;, forming nDumeral
wooded isles, a veritable bit of ioir
lemd. Chur wesk n the valley passi
all too quickly, cnd when the tn
came to bid odisu 1o these we
drous scenes, we did so with o
graaiest Teluctonce.
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YOSEMITE BEARS CHIP TEETH!

By Douglass H. Hubbard, Associate Park Naturalist

pers In Yosemite Notional
itk com tell vou that bears will eat
st anvthing, They also like o
Bw on wooden signs. But when
destruction of routed wooden
ionial slans clong the park's
lodd miles of frails began to run
hundreds of dellars, National
Dervice cofficiols decided that
high time that semething

Fhere is disogresment oz o what
ikes bears destroy aigns, I is not
bl hunger old fimers sory, but rath.
‘o rezentment of something mean-

place where, in the bear's opinion,
ihouldn’ be.

': o effort to leorn more of this
Btructive resentment o series of
perimenial signs were made in the
mite sign shop, using different
s of wood including redwonod,
¥, cnd even native pine gothered
the forest. Thess were finished in

a variety ef ways: some were ofled
ar painted different colors while oth-
ars were left natural.  Placed along
i bear tradl, gll were intoct one
morning, and agll were domoged or
destroyed lajer the same day, op-
parently through the efferiz of «
single passing bruin.  This lat the
alr out of the theory that it was a
specific thing such gz a paint smell,
a color, or a wood fextura theat
arcused the bear's cnger, if cnoger
it be,

The emswer ssemed to lie in con-
structing o type of sign which would
be hormonious with the surround-
ings, vet impervious o testh which
can-plerce o oo of beims ag casily
as though it were o tube of tooth-
paste,  Slonmaker Les Buzzinl and
Welder Bill Kirk of the Yosemile Na-
tional Park sioff put their heads to-
gether and come up with an idea—
why not cut the signs from shest
metal with on oxvacetyvlens toreh?



Experlmental zslons were made, hut
not without trial ond error, This in-
cluded the periecting by Mr. Buz-
zinl of a methed of laying them out
in guomtity, using o diomond-point
vibrating  marking meachine and o
sliding template for outlining the
letters on the Y-inch steel, which
was too smooth for adherance of the
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soapsione generally used lor mor
ing metals. Mr, Kirk is able to flam
cut the new, metal signs at the san
speed az the routed signs can |
made, and the final costs of mani
focturing the two types are procl
cally the same.

The metal signs become more 3
tractive a= they rust and rust o
vides o notural mointenonce by ol
literarting mon-made initials and ofl
er marks. To date not one has bao
damaged by bears; but there i= 0
woy of knowing the inner frusio
tiong the creaturss moy be sull

ing!
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FORESTA'S YESTERDAYS

By Donald E. McHenry,

Ediaie!v within the boundory
psemite Naticnal Pork, adiccent
g lMeodows omd somewhot
cnd north of the Arch Rock
ice Station is o 200 acre tract
feioclcmd which has been sub-
Bl into summer homesites. This
lopment s known as Foresta.
B except promotional material
Been written about it, vet the
# of events which hove token
¥ here over the intervening
justifies an  historical  foot-
ol more thom passing interest.
i November 20, 1884, o pareel of
ores of the public domain woas
fited to Thomas A, Rutherford.
ied the following yeor and was

then conveyed to Philllppe Pro-
N as recorded on  Jonuary 11
‘and was subsecquently sold to
b5 M. McCouley for $100. To this
fal 160 cores was added 40
i from the adicining MoeCauley
Balecd, thus completing the 200
B that comprise the Foresta sub-
on, . P. Snell emd V. W. Loth-
ereived title o these 200 acres
erbero MoCouley, whe had
ed o Jomes McCauley's
es through the settlenient of

B1913 Snell sold this property
. Davis who decided to make

6 1 summer resort. Apparently

finto existence. Mr. Dervis first
L the seven mile road from El
1l fo Foresta af o reported cost
g5, 000, Becouse of the need for

Crane Flat to connect with the

Chief Park Naturalist

cld Big Cak Flat Road, Mr.. Dovis
sold his mognesite mines for $20.000,
Fred McCouley wos engoged os his
BUrvevor,

With the completion of the ex
tended rogd, Mr, Davis begon build-
ing a small hotel, community housas,
37 tent houses, o swimming poal,
and bath houses. He developed
gprings and built reservolrs, piping
the water fo these buildings. This
iz the Mr. Dovis for whom the Davis
Road betwsen El Portal and Feoresta
cnd the Davis Cutoff between Crone
Flal and Big Meadows was named.
A pest office known as O-Pim was
already ovallable to the subdivi-
sion, having been established pre-
vicusly at the odiacent Meyer's
homestead in the 18705 or 1880s. It
iz not known it this post office was
stil]l active when Foresta came into
existence.

In the sarly slages of develop-
ment, Foresia had o sttong appeal
primarily to people of culture such
ors university professors, high school
tecchers ond educotors in general,
because it seemed to promise “szem-
ingr discussions under the peacs-
fully thought-preveking surroundings
of the primeval forests of Yosemite
National Pork.” This led to the or-
ganization of o gort of local summer
Choutaugqua known as Forester Sum-
mer Assembly, to which as many
as flve fo six hundred pecples are
gild to have come. Among: the
leaders of these meestings were such
persons os Dovid Storr Jordan, Jack
and Charmion London, George
Whaorton Jomes, Ellen Besch Yoaw,
Jocguin Miller, John Muir, Benjamin
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lde Whesler, then President of the
University of California, ond many
cther prominent people. In time the
asgembly idea failed miserably.

Transportation between El Porlal
chnd Foresic wes furnished in sight
geaing buses which met the visitors
at the train gt El Portal, The pass-
engers were driven over the "Foresta
Triongle” from El Portal to Foresto.
From there they trowveled through
the Merced and Tuclumne Groves
of "Big Trees" on to Creme Flat, Gin
Flat, down the old Gentry Grade to
Yozemite Valley and then back 1o
El Portal.

bince the Foresta project foiled to
pay off, Mr. Davis abondoned it in
1915 omnd retumed to his home in
New York. Three vears later on un-
known and mysterious character ap-
peared on the scene, This mom or-
rived- in El Portal by train ond
walked o the: McCauley romeh
where he inquired from Fred the way
to Foresta. That evening Fred noticed
smoke’ in the direction of Foresta
but did niof investigoate,

Az it was customery for Fred to
go down into’ Yosemite Valley ta de-
liver meat and vegetahles which he
rafiged on his ranch, he had agreed
to toke this man glong with him in
the moming, For this he used the old
Coulterville Road which rom past
Big Megdows and the adiocent For-
estx. As they rode towards the val-
lev the meom informed Fred that the
hotel at Foresta had burned the eve-
ning before. He said thet he had
built a fire in the kitchen ronge and
took o wealk up to the large reservolr,
He reported that when he had re-
turned the hotel was just smoulder-
Ing ashes. He thought that the stove
door had fellen open and had lst
the fire igll on the floor or somes
thing. Well, no one could fool o wise
bird like Fred with such o igle as
that, 8o when they reachsd Yesemite

Fm, S d i ek il e s s TR W gL T -

Village Fred reperted to Superl
tendent Lewls what this man h
said,. The mom wos arrested o
gquestionsd but he insisted thot h
telling the tuth. Since nof
ing could be proved against his
after thres dovs he was allowed
g free. Thers are some wha hei
asaerted that this wos o premed
tated act invelving ulterlor motive

In the meantime the Mever boy
ot Bilg Meadows, having noticed th
smoke of the buming hotel, war
over to investigote,. When the
reachad it they found the hatel oo
pletely burned and the fire alma
ouf, but the surrounding frees wan
on fire and the fire, creeping alon
the needles, hod reached the pon
of the cobin then owned by o M
Swift. Horace ond George succesd
in extinguishing oll fires, That tha
was not a serious forest fire was du
to a total lack of ony breess,

One of the lots of the Forestg sl
divigion which, by generous don
Hon of Professor W, A Setchell ¢
the University of California, iz no
in the title of the United Stats
stomdes an historical structure of (b
Yosemita scene. This cabin was oo
structed in 1874 by George Ande
son on land now part of Big Meo
ows, property of Horoce Meya
(George Anderson is noted for ih
first successtul oscent of Half Dom
in 1875, Professor Setchell purches
the Anderson cabin from Georg
Mever and hod it removed to ih
site it now odcupies in the Fores
subdivision. The cabin i= one of h
oldest man-made structures in ¥
semite.t!

Not long aofter the hotel burne
I. 1. Michaelson of San Francis
acauired ownership of Forssta, 1ol
ing in W. 5. Wright, also of 5o
Fromecisco, as pariner. Mr, Wright b
come the monoger of the Foresl
Lond Compemy cnd sole owner
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L As the project prospered less cidedly less pretentious them origin-
lees, the Foresta Land Company  ally conceived.

P out of existence to be followed =
¥ series of cperators of one sort  Editor's Note: Part of the above in-
gnother, None realized enough formation was furnished by Mrs.
982 to establish the Foresta un- N. M, Goodrich of Sonta Barbara,
akirg os o profitabls venture.  and o longdime summer resident of

Foresta stemds os amonument  Foresta,

et dreams laroely unrealized,
rested orea with o scatlering af (1) See also "The Historie Anderson Cabin™ by

- S 3 Emil Ernst, Yoiemide Natwre Nodes, vol. 33, no.
imer cottoges, o subdivizion de 10, October 1994,

— Anderion

Indlan mortor holes nesar Big Meadeow in the Foresla reglon.






