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Mr. and Mrs. Goethe have been called "The {ather and mother of the
National Park Service's interpretive program,”

As a result of their participation in nature programs conducted in Europs
they began conducting similar programs in the Lake Tohoe arsa of Cali
fornia.

Stephen Mather, the first Director of the Natlonal Park Service, was o
impressed by their program that he asked them to apply their ideas and
programs in Yosemite. This arlicle is reprinted through the kindness ol
Nature Magazine,
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THE WORLD'S LARGEST SUMMER CAMP
By C. M. Goethe

is a saluie to Micky Kellyl
y? Grandad, who was a college

os not know how much his stu-
g learn. He does know he him-

Mickey wasz on example of not
v Grandad’s observation but of
W MNature guiding in the National
tks came to be. Mickey's ecrigin
48 o broken home in New England.
im there he set out on o cross-
fry hitch-hike toward o Cali-

oranges from the tres. On the

'.r.-r_ ed g train to gst a life-saving
f . The writer begged his cusiody

was taken io our home for cbser-
ficn. There, he could pick cranges

en was to route him to Sacro-
pnte Orphonage Farm, of which
sndmaother, in Gold Rush days,
@ founder.

desert en routs, he had

Mickey was an Ishmaelite. He
fought evervbody frem the matron
to the smallest kid. They fought back,
Even [ could not find that minimum
of goed I had insisted was in every
boy.

Onee, with o circle of some twenty
lads, 1 was squatted on the ground
under the Hg tree. The Naoture yamn
that day was FPhilippine bumble-
bees. Mickey always had refused to
join the story-telling circle. Bumble-
bess, however, awoke something in
Mickey. He stood ot a distonce, ears
alert. 1 happenad to mention that 1
never could find o California bum-
blsbee's nest. Thal electrified Mick-
ey. "I'll show you one righl now!"
How he did ickes too long to tell
hare, Mickey, however, became on
excellent assistant noturalist.

Then the day coames when he said,
“"Mr. Goethe, I'm almest the age Tl
herve to lesave the Orphanage Farm.
As long as | can boss the kids, I'm
OF. When I'm out in the world
again, I'm gons. Plegse get me inio
the Nowy — and on one of thosa



newfomaled submerines.”

Mickey saw World Wear 1. He had
risen gs high as possible without an
Annopolis education. He volunteered
o Iead o raid which, they icld him
in advance, meant the supreme sac.
rifice. The last letter he wrote said,
"Want vou to know [ do this because
of Orphonage Farm bumblebees. |
crm ot good altizsn,”

So, again, here is a saute o
Mickey Kelly, junior naturalist, hero
on g perilous mission and good citi-
zen. A salule because he was, per-
haps, foremost in a notebook of Or-
phenage cases that prepared me to
know what 1 had accidentally dis-
covered on Switzerland’s Lake-of-the
Four Forest Cantons! It was on a
stecmer there I mel a young teacher

with a score of enthusiostic young
sters. | climbed Rigl Kulm with them
After the descent, ] vowed [ would
carry to the United States the ideo of
Wandervoegling — the Nalure study
field excursion.

That teacher infroduced me lo the
leader of the Swiss movement, wha
advised a series of trips to Europe
This he proposed in order to undes
stend clearly the worled nalion:
techtilgques of taking children, under
biclogist leadership, to study Nature
It was really the Agassiz theory of
"nol beoks, but living things."”

Repeated wvisits to Burope, follow
Ing the Swiss leaders’ advice, yisl
ed everaccumulating facts, In Mor
way, where patronage by Naoiurn
congcious Britons loomed cansider

The Yosemite Museum, gilt of |he Loura Spelmon Hockefeller Memorial,




bly, summer resorts found it profit-
ble to staff Nature guides. Geology
Bacns wers everywhers in the fjord-
lmshed coast. In the central snow-
alds wos an alpine flora adiusted {o
h environment almost as severe as
orts of Greenland. In Britain itself,
gld trip participation sometimes had
flavor of prizes for good school
iork. In fact, in parts of Scotland the
ltings were called “"School Treats.”

M Holland, the grower from whom
 bought narcissi for our home

len led the world bacause producers
od  schoolboy backgrounds from
ese Moture study field tripa. This
as volced, too, In the testimony of
fiterers from whom we purchased
pfhouse arapes aond hothouse
eaches, It was evident that intelli-
thinking about Hollond's com-
cicl profits was based on earlier
puthiful studies of such things; for
fample, as insect contro] by birds.
i one canal boat trip, (so slow one
puld often get off cnd walk) a
cher aond her wooden-sheed pu-
ls, out on o Nature study fleld ex-
frzion; welcomed this Amerioan.

by edur:ati:}n under mon-
_' al governments,

some adiustment was required to
| the concept into our American
emocracy. Then, too, our Natlve
alifornic was only recently emerg-
o from the abnormality of aold rush
oys. Most folks still were dominated
¥ o plonsering philosophy that, of
Bressity, had litlle time for "long-
mired professors.” That was why
firs. Goethe and I sslected Lake
ghoo for our "Laboratory,” ‘Six re-
gris ringed the lake. Al one, Fallen
' the owner was a longlime
d, the lcde W. W. Price, who had
bajored in blology at Stonford. I

)
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was jokingly alleged he had a chip-
munk, a rattlesnake, and a moesqguita
named for him. He immediately saw
the possibilities of what Mrs. Gosthe
and | were attempting, inspired by
our experiences overseas. He con-
verted reluctant owners of the other
five rescrts to the idea of extending
hospitality to the two naturalists who
conducted the Tohoe Nature walks.
So these naturalists covered the six
resorts, one a day, each week.

Popular imagination was electri-
fied. Confirmed anglers abandoned
trout fishing for Noture study. One
[ather came to my tent one morning
at daybreck. "Here are a half-dozen
twigs: [ hardly know a cabbage from
a pinecons. My sons think me all-
wise, I don't wont to wreck their
dreams - at least, not now. Plea=se
help me identify what they brought
in yesterdary.” I did, and | also joined
in some of the daytime Nature walks,
and the evening addressed ol camp-
fires, or indocrs. This was principally
o try to add o bit of geographieal
glamor, from our having joined the
European wandervecgling. The ques
tion box after such talks strengthened
the conviction derived from my after-
banking - hours  character - bullding
work with problem boys. [ came to
appreciate the professor-sagacity of
Gromdad, [ constantly leagrned more
from my listeners, and I became in-
creasingly convinced, among othar
things, that perhaps half of juvenils
delinquency was dus to inheritance,
[ felt, howevar, that perhaps the olher

half wes environmental, as with
Mickey Kelly, who had o bright
mind.

However, the halfdozen spaced
irips to BEurope were lollowed by the
"Tahoe Laboratery,” to creats which
Mrs. Goethe and [ banked enough to
cover expense of the summer "Tab-



Stephen T, Mather, first directer of the National Park Service.

oratory test.” We then told the Uni-
versity of Callfornia we would cover
expenses of two scientists they
would recommend. This brought Dr,
Herold Bryoant and Dr. Loye Millar
into our experiment.

Then cne day came o tired man -
Slephen Mather, He had sold his
Death Valley holdings to Londom,
He had offered my frend, Weodrow
Wilson, whe had become President,
his borax profits to "pump-prime’’ o
National Perle chain. This $5,000,000,
he hoped, would stimulate Congresa
lo budasi, over some vears, the
$50,000,000 he envizioned as the most
of a Natlonal Parks System. He alier-
ward told me he fslt he had bzen
beaten in Congress: this, despite the
fact he had defsaled nlotings to con-
vert Yosemile into g vast gombling
casing, like present-day Heno or Los
Vegas, He said he knew their inler-
ests were powerful enough to gain

revenage by blocking his pst Co
gressional Mational Parks aproprio
Hon, He feared that his dream woas |
ended, Fesling too exhousted to
te Sacramento for his Pullman, he m
furned owver the Ticga to think thina
cut, This meant overnighf soms
where.. Twilight brought him to Fo
len Leaf. Going to register, he pas=ad
the crowded ouditorium - and misssd
supper thet night,

It hoppened that that evening
lecturing naturalist was Dr. Miller |
He had rare ability to call wild birds
to him. His talk on their music|
packed Fallon Leal ouditorium
the doors. Folks even stood at win ‘

|
|

dows to hear. Seeing this popular
outpouring induced Stephen Mather
to ask tronster of our experimenl |

Yosemite National Park, This he en

visioned as oan effective backiina]
agoins! those who sought to profitesr)
cn thiz park. :



Mather plagues grace almeat every National Pork.

en came Mather's invitation to
his Christmes 1919 university
s reunion In Yosemite, although
'_:a not a member of that class. He
ild his troubles, then said “Take
psemite’s telearaph kev. Do not re-
2 until you con repert your Tahos
gboratory will be moved here next
irnmer.” Later Mather added "Mrs.

gthe emd you dlready hove in-
egted much in this. Now, as political
rateqy, let's alve it o geographical
gvor. I'll finance some, you the rest:
ng:@s.;. thus will sense the move-

. ,_s methods, One device, (now no
nger possible), was a ranger-natur-
izt sugestion to enthustastie partici-
ants in the field trips, "If you feel
0, why niot write your two Senators

cnd vour Congressmon?” Among
National Parks visitors were some
folks of influence. Soon came Yo-
semite Training School. Eventual
gifts of millions provided mussums.
Support spread from park o park.
Additional national parks were de-
memded by an enlightened cltizenry.
It was several vears, however, bafore
Congress wos convinced they ware
worth tox payer's dollars, Formsr
Regional Chisf of Interpretation later
commented, "This hos developed in-
to the warld's loragest summer schooi
with a 25,000,000 core compus and
an enrallment of 18901,244." Now
the "enrollment” iz four times greot-
er — as is the nead|

S0 here once more is a salute to
Mickey Kelly, submearine aob, war
hero, and "Good Citizen," via beet-
les, bugs, and bumblebess!”
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THE OLD VILLAGE CHURCH IN YOSEMITE
By M. C. Fitzgerald

Ones in awhile on warm spring

momings thoughts go back a good

. many vears; back to the Old Villags
Church in Yosemits. It is the same

 today as it was forty years ago, and
1 suppose it is still being used, as it
was then, by all denominations un-
der some kind of Sunday Armistice.
Eoch pastor sorl of dusted the place
out after the praceding group with a
few carefully chosen prayers.

To litile boys, trapped for om hour
batween fother and mother on a good
behavier or elss () basis, o service
in the Old Village Church was - as
churches go - quite tolerable and the
memory of it now has becoms= ons
of those cherishad memeories of hap-
py bovhood vacations. The sun
strecmed through the open windows
and brought with it the warmth of
the arassy meadow across the rcad
and the chirping sounds of busy
birds oculside. One ires, which nudg-
ad the windows, became o resort for
nearby bzes and an occasional ex-
ploring bes would come in and buzz
the place, going round emd reund
before alighting en o flowered hat.
Thiz mystery he would sxplors afoot
and ot some length before buzzing
out ths windew again, no doubt con-
fused,

The chores around the building
were performed by the elderly and
methedical Mr, Degnan from the
bakery next door. He took core of
everything. His handle bor mous-

tache and the littls patches of hair
above each ear fascinated us, and

we thought he truly eamed his niche
in Heaven, for he rang the bsll,
passad thz plals, and even swept
out the placs for thz Protestants,

Late arrivals were intsresting too,
for every board in the floor squeaked
ond shricked to the softest and mosl
careful fcotsteps, causing heads to
turn like Jersevs when o Hereford
comes into the field. And for the
same reasons nobedy dared to leave
early.

There was a little rsed organ in
the church too, which wheezed and
quaversed through the hymns, and
well it might, for it had been through
everyvthing from "There Are No Spois
Omn Jesus” 1o "Te Loudamus” during
the purple crepe of Lant, Truly it was
a sweetly sacred place, and the var-
ious pastors found it easy io preach
thera for God seemed very closs in
Yosemite, and the church was quits
small. Then too, it had shored with
generations of happy pecple a few of
the most delightiul ond coreires
moments of their lives, Each pilgrim
to the Old Village Church took with
him from there a memory of @ com-
forting warmth and seranity of spirit
ond a good fesling of going forth
frem its doors and across the mead-
ow contented and happy In contem-
plation of the beauty of a world new
again in Springtime.

Reprinted by courtesy of The Fig Leal, bulletin of the Rotary Club of Merced, California.
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FROM THE BAST
By Hoy Christion, Ranger-Naturalist

Do vou ever dream?

It was hol, down in thet gromite
gorge, just west of Arch Rock, as |
scrambled through the brush bor
dering the river. The river was
| slowed to an August gurgle; the foam
and spray of spring was reduced to
quiet green pools bstween great
white boulders, Thers was o shim-
mer of heat radiotng from the oak-
coverad slopes.

Rounding o turn, thers not more
than 100 vards before me on the
slope above the river, was the car-
cass of a deer lying on the ground.
But it was not the sight of the dead
animal that brought me to o breath-
less stop, frozen in the very process
of taking o step. For there alongside
the dead animal I saw three great
srown-black birds, and ocround their
necks o ruff of feathers setting off the
aw-orangs  colored heads. There
could be no doubt, Here was the
California Condor, eqting coarrion
glong the Merced Rlver on a hot
California afternoon.

Twao of the birds foced me, expres-
slonless but noble. The thitd fore at
the entrails for a moment, but then
¢ oo, sensing o strangsr on the
s-=na, slowly straightensd up ond

srned o woich me. Slowly the three
irds begon to walk cway from the
oss. They started to run; Thelir
ings partly unfolded, they bounded
wn the rocky slope and launched
mselves into the air, almost si-
ultomecusly, stretching their dark
ings out, dropping downward fo-
ds the river. Then these gregl
ds all stroked downwaord ond their

wing tips flared out, and they gained
height gbove the river, flving down-
siream away from me.

Everything seemed slow, almost
as Il the heat had slewed down the
process?s of life, The birds worked
laboriously, slowly. Then all togeth-
er the condors stopped flapping and
veerad, wings outstretched, ond
went soaring up into the hlue Cali-
forniz sky. The white potches under-
wing contrasted with the black wing
tips, sach feather distinct and point-
ing finger-like, They circled up and
up, following the invisible currents,

I waltched, oblivioua of the hsat,
oblivious of my poor footing, watch-
ed them circling forever upward and
then they bore 1o the south and in an
instont disappeared behind the cak-
coverad wall far abeove.

The red talus of Mt Dana was in
sharp conirast to the bright snow as
[ ascended the north ridge. To my
left | could look down into the cirgue
cut by powerful glacters, now occu-
pied by a weak remnant of lce. To
the right the panorama of the Sierra
Nevada stretched cut; Mt Lyell, the
Cathedral Roange, Bonner Peak on
the horizen — names thet ars famil-
tar and memaory-provoking to the
lover of Yozemite.

Then o movement down bslow on
the sloping shoulder of Dana cought
my eye. Prospective is lost above
timberline. Was it o mormot? Cr
would o deer ba up here at 12,0007
| ripped info my pack, brought ou!
my bingoculars, found the moving
cbiect again, and brought the glasses
to my eyes,
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A mummified sheap was found in Lyel|
glacier in 1933,

The enimal moved rapidly and
purposstully across the slope.
Tarwny brown i color, its white rump
showed distinetly. but even more dis.
tinct and exciting was iis head lifted
high, carrving heavy curled homs.
A mountain shespl Within a moment
the enimal crested o rise and stop
ped for an instemt, locking ower his
shoulder at me, silhouetled aaainst o
Sierra sky, the massive horns curling
around and outward and ending in
blunt points on either side,

But the pouse was only momen-
tary. Those telescopic eyes sized up
the situation. instantly and the Tam
Was gone.

Only as [ lowered the glasses was
[ aware of a dull ache around my
eyes from the pressure of the glasses
pressed too firmly against my head.

The early morning sun slanted in-
to the unnomed meadow just north
of Lukens Lake. The trees fillered the
light and allowed only occasional
shafts to reach the meoist meadow

Ruthless huntng exterminated the grizzly n Califernie.
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arass. It was cool and [ lolled in my
sleeping bag at the lorest's edage,
locking out over the meadow. The
knoll I was on gave me a good vomt-
age point,

As T watched, out of the shadowy
forest on the other side of the mea-
dow, a bear nossd into view, Head
down, the anlmal seemed to sniff his
way into the grass, [ was immediate-
Iy siruck by the bear's size. Although
I viewed the =cene os o whele, the
head of the animal ssemed io dom-
inate. It wos massive. He swung it
from side fo side, burrowing his snout
nto the ground. His shagay coat was
o arayish brown, tanaled emd mett-
=d, and rising over his shoulders was
hump, the hair on it falling away
n all sides almost as if it were
mbed. His hugs head, tawny color
d heavy set shoulders added up
only cne thing in my racing mind
a grizzly, A orizzly bear hunting
r rocts at the meadow's edge in the
rly morning!

At the very moment that I realized
was o grizely o breeze began to
low, gently, rustling the fr omd
es, cool and peaceful in charocter.
The round heovy head came up
om the grass and he started direct-
at me across the meadow, There
a grunt, and then the arizly
med up, hoisting himself onto his
d legs ond stending o full eight
t above the meadow floor, his
nt paws draped on his barrel

100

chest, Even from this distemes [ eould
se= the powerful curled nails. His
eves seemed ridiculously small omd
close together, set deep in the round
foce. He atood there for [ know not
how long — time has no value at o
rare moment such as this, Then he
dropped to his forefeet, there was
another brief growl, md I saw the
gray-brown body disgppear into the
surrounding frees,

It wos mid-morning before [ left
that small unnamed meadow, just
north of Lukens Lake.

Dreams, true enough. Na grizzly
will grace o Yosemite meadow
agein: the rams of Yogemite may be
gone forever; the olont condors,
verging extinctlon, are pushed into
limited mountain area of California.
These cnimals, like the Indicms, are
victims of civilization.

But grizzlies are still found in the
mountaing of Yellowstone National
Park, mountain sheep still scramble
up the talus slopes of Kings Canyon
National Park, end only lost vear
two condors were seen in the Diablo
hills, for from their home (mow a
guarded sanctucry). Vigilemes s
neaded to maintain the remnants of
our once spectacular wildlife heri-
toge, now shrunken by the works of
man. The National Parks ars essen-
tial links between the world of nature
and the world of men. They are a
barrier to the ever-apreading kbiclog-
ical desert of pavement and roofs.
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OUT OF YOSEMITE'S PAST
A One Piciure Slory

The: beginning of interpretation in our Natlonal Parks. Dr. Loye Miller with o
group of nature enthusiasts in Yosemite Valley in 1320,
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