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A FREE SERVICE
BY THE GOVERNMENT

NATUREGUIDE FIELD TRIPS

8 A. M. Daily from Camp Curry.

4 P. M. Daily from Camp Curry
9:30 A. M. Daily from Yosemite L
4 P. M. Daily from Yosemite Lodge

SPECIAL TRIPS FOR CHILDRE

8 A. M. Daily from Yosemite Lodge.
4 P. M. Monday, Wednesday and Friday from Camp C

An Early Mature Guide Program.
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In this day of staggering troavel
Wwoords we are prone o be so con-
ed with current problems as to
irget some of the strugale and suc-
g of the past, Generally, this is g
rtue. However, an anniversary oc-

s this year which should be mark-

Forty years ago the "Nature Guide”
ea was introduced inle the Na-

bme o distinctive inferprative pro-
ram which last year served some
l million pecple in the national
rks ond hisforical areas and o
il bigger total in slate parks. It is
ard]y necessary to explain that this
fork has its good effects upon pub-
¢ appreciation of parks and the
roteciion of our national heritage.
The man responsible for bringing
@ Noture Guide idea to Americo
| Charles M. Goathe of Sacramento,

Simce 1922, the monthly publication of the
National Park Service and the Yosemite Natural
History Association in Yosemite National Park,

John €. Presion, Fark Superintendent
Douglass H Hubbard, Park Naluralist
Aobert F. Upton, Associole Park Maoturalist
Paul F. McCrary, Asaistanl Park Netusalist
Herbert D, Comell, Junior Park Naturalis!

Keith A Trexler, Park Naluralist Trames
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A 40th ANNIVERSARY

Dr. Carl Russell
Former Superintendent, Yosemite National Park

who with the late Mrs. Geethe prior
ta World War [ observed nature
guiding being done at Switzerland's
"Lake of the FPour Forest Cantons”,
Regarding this Mr. Goethe writes,
"Repeated visits to Europe, following
the Swiss experience, vielded maore
facts. In Norwoy, summer resorts
found it profitable to maintain a staif
of Mature Guides lo serve their
guesiz. In Britein tield trips wers
called 'Schocl Treais’. In Holland
intelligent thinking about profits fram
bulbs and hethouse fruits was based
on the grower's youthful nature
studies, Bul more and more | am
convinced that the continued urge
to conduct our overseas studies grew
out of that which first irnpressed us—
the Swiss concept of indoctrination of
loyalty—'what one knows best, cne
loves best,' "

Immediately after the War the
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Goethes used thelr personal funds
in orgonizing o nature guide pro-
gram ot Lake Tahoe. Again quoting
Mr. Goethe, "Six resorts ringed the
laks. At one, Fallen Leal, the owner
was o longtime friend, the late W.
W. Price, who had moicred in biolo-
gy ol Stanford. He immediately saw
the possibility of what Mrs. Goethe
and | were attempting, He converted
reluctemt owners of the other five
resoris to the idea of extending hos-
pitality to the two naturalists who
conducted the Taheoe nature walks.,
So these noturalists covered the six
resorts, one o doy, seach wesk."”
The noturalists relerred to wers
Hareld Bryant, then with the Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Commission,
emd Love Holmes Miller, University
of California, Los Angeles, This was
in the summer of 1919, and by great
good fortune the work was cbserved
by Director Mather. "Going to reqis-
ter, at Fellen Leaf, he passed the
crowded ocuditorium - and missed
supper. It happened that that eve-
ning's lecturing naturalist was Dr.
Miller. He had rare akility 1o call wild
birds. His talks on their music
packed Fallen Leal cuditorium thet
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night. Folks siood culside the wil
dows. Sesing this popular culpoul
ing induced Stephen Mather o ol
tranafer of our experiment 1o Y&
semite National Park.” Regarding e
transfer Dr. Miller writes, "Mr. M@

ther asked me to confer with him o8
the subiject of MNature Guids work 8
Yosemite and urged me o come @

once to the Valley. It was late in i
season ond [ had spent most of g
frae time lor the vear .. . ] them|
urged Mr, Mather to wait unti| |8
tor the inougurction of an ol
Noature Guide Servics, He aogn
and we parted with o definite ply
for 1920,

The definile plan for 1920 »8
Harcld Bryont first on the ol |
Miller arrived scon afterward
tweean them they offered the firs
lic interpretive work of the Nalion
Park SBervice. In 1921, Miller o
Bryan! again combined their oo
Enid Michael joined them as rang
noturalist. Ansel Hall, o vear-crou
ranger In Yosemite, had been b
assemkbling the collections for o
semite Museum which was opon
to visitors ot this time. By 1922 o |
Maturalist Department was {ormal
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led with Hall in charge, - a fore-
jiher of o program which quickly
wead (o all major scenic parks with

Macently Ronald F. Lee reported,
by the total park staff of per-
jnent interpreters numbers over
and our seasconal staff over

lion visitors heard talks by these
lerpreters or look conducted walks
ith them.” Lse reminded his lis-
flers that the Mational Park phil-
hy is still challenged by those
o advocate the use of park lands
commercial purposes. "These
ts will grow as ocur multiplying
lation presses ever harder. To

Ansel F. Hall demonstrating snokes to Yosemite visitors in 1923,
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the parks requires ever
deepening understanding and ap
preciation  of their irreplaceakle
values. Toward this end a vital pro-
gram of park interpretation can con
fribule a great deal.”

It is timely to salute Mr. Goethe on
thig his 85th birthdeay (March 28) and
quite appropriate to recognize at the
same time that the interpretive pro-
gram launched by him and by M.
Goethe 40 years ogo has indeed
matured to become the highly sig-
rificant conservation force visualized
by them. May he take joy in witness-
ing the evidences that a young gen-
eration ol inlerpreters is prepored to
make the work everlasting:

presarve
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NATURE STUDY IN NATIONAL PARKS INTERPRETIVE MOVEMENT

Dr. C. M. Goethe

Ag io Nationol Parks’ Nature
Study’s rools, o couple of observe-
tions may first be worth refleciion.
This, hecouse such interests moy
begin in wvery early childhood.
Writer's Australian-born father had
2 wvears with his family's black-fel-
lews in the Newver-WNever. The party,
no lirearms, lived by boomerangs.
This nature-contact gave him deep
nature-insight. Mother's  influsnce
was colored by her Huguenot an-
cestry., These deeply religious folk
really live such biblical texts as
Solomon’s "Go to the ant, thou slug-
gard”, also Jesus' "Consider the
lilies." Thus writer's bovhood, even
earliesl vears, were saturated with
MNature lore.

Followed volunteering of us-2* with
Sacramente Orpheancage Ferm  Ne-
ture Study classes. These |8 years’
actual teaching made us receptive to
what then haoppened in Switzerland:-
We planned to climb, roped to Swiss
guides, Ur Rotstock. Enroule, on a
Four Forest Cantons lake's steamer’s
deck was o teacher. Her class had
some 20 children. They were to make
a minor ascent. This to inculcate love
of country by lsarning about its
birds, wildflowers, the Why of scen-
ery. Fortunately, we both spoke all
Switzerland's three longuoges. We
became fascinated with this teach-
ers skill. We were invited to join
their Rigl Kulm climb. Impressed, we
asked for lurther particulars.

Wa were told of an organized
Swiss movement, weare given Its
President's address. He received us
very kindly, gove us numsrous com-
ny suggestions. One was fo make

*[r, Goethe refers to himself and wife as us-2".
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zeparate studies of the nature study
technicques of some 5 European no
tions. He sald eoch was celored by
ils peculiar national psychology. Ha
advised our returning to America be
tween each study, Otherwise, o
leqst, o considerakle intervel. Tha
tor digest what we saw.

|. Germany., He commented (8
noture study education was ted a
overwhelming German ambition @
deminate world markets, He 50
"You will find its industrialisis doop
in biological resecrch. They «olse
know the boy that can cateh the
color flash and identify, say, o bull
finch from a greenfinch or o chol
finch is one to be sent to some com
mercially strategie Oriental pon
Yokohama, Shanghi, Singapors

2. Norway., Here again, nolum
study was linked lo increass of o
fits, l.e. to attract British tourists

3. Holland. Here he declared Hal
land's worlds foremost  posiliofn
breeding "Dutch bulbs" was Lo
upen their knowledge of wheal
now call "Genetics'’,

4. Britain. With much of wor
leadership in both Life and Eou
Sciences, we found a deepssal
children's desire for "school irean
An outof-door's picnic of a not
study lield excursion was mads
incentive for good hemewark.

5. Denmoark was, however, |
most convincing of all this sern
educcior's suggestions. Deeply 1
pressive was their teaching bl
children wild kird music. We acow
panied them on expeditions to Hoy
Deer Park, Klampenborg, Deop
dent, however, was testimony



genish teachers working for higher
grees. Their examinalions were
ol based upon answering questions.
ey were on what they had suc
eded in importing as evidenced
y their pupils’ subsequeni compo-
Hons.
LAlter these field studies, made
sufficient intervals 4o didest
idings, we noted that in every case
observed country was o mon-
jehy. Thus, certain foctors unsuit-
le for o republic like U.5.A. We
ibored several years trying to adapt
Bove to American youngsters, We
multaneously started saving money
f what later became dubbed our
ohoe Laboratory.”

We asked University of California
| recommend two scientists  for
ime. Fortunately, Fallen Leaf's
er, the late W. W. Price wos co-
grative, Majored in biclogy at
ford, he sow the possibilities.

Mature Guides of 1926, L to R - Rett, Harwood, Ruhle, Michoel, MclLean, Russell, Bryant,

We haod selected 5 other resoris
ringing Lake Tohoe. Those five
others dubbed the scheme as '"non-
sense’’. Mr. Price persisted until he
convinced them that here was more
than o contribution to Americen cul-
ture, It actually was commercially
an advaniage for their Lake Tahoa
resoris,

Our strategy wos once weekly at
euach resort o daytime Nature Study
tield excursicn. This was to be iol-
lowed by o lecture. Returns were o
follow each succeeding week, The
University recommended to us-2, Dr.
Harold Bryant, Dr. Love Miller. This
advice seemed Providential. Each
enfered heartily in the plan, Dr. Bry-
ant had invented nature gemes such
as barkfeeling, flowersmelling for
his children. Dr. Miller, veteran
paleccornithologist, combined his pro-
fessional  knowledge in  zooclogy
with a remarkable ability in music,




He was amazingly skilllu] in ealling
wild birds.

The incident that later resulted in
moving our “Tohos Loboratory’ io
Yosemile bscame intertwined with
plons of the late Stephen Mather for
a MNational Park Systern. He icld
writer story of his borax investments,
These sold, he =aid he had some
5,000,000, He had gone to writer's
friend, then President Woodrow Wil-
son. He told him he dreamed of a
Mational Park System, estimoted
cost 30,000,000, Mr. Mather said
"Congress at first will be appalled.
It would require some $5,000,000
private money "pumppriming’’. Pres-
ident Wilson, himsell o former col-
lege presideni, with rare wision,
agreed,

Everything ran smoothly until
Manhatian's Commercialized  Vice
exploiters found thet the Mather plan
would destroy their scherme to utilize
Yosemita's backaround for a gigantic
Monte Carle, Fought out in Con-
gressional committee, Mather finally
triumphed. This, only to learn thet
his enemies had sufficient power fo
hamstring him by deleting future
appropriations.

Mr. Mather told writer he was very
depressed when soid news finally
came to Yosemite, He felt his dream
was ended. He said he, on his trips
from San Francisco over the Tioga
to hiz borax properties, had learmed
to adore Yosemite, He declared i,
to him, was s sacred o cathedral as
Chaortres, Canterbury, Cologne. He
declared he then felt so completely
defected, he felt physically unakla
to make his overland train connec.
fions, Bacramento to New York, He
decided o go o Sacramento vic the
Tioga by way of Tahoe, Reaching
latter point ot dusk, he stopped for
overnight ot Fallen Leaf Lake.

At its little auditorium, just before
he reached their office, he noticed

an assemblage. The meeting hall
was so crowded, folks trying to listen
stood oulszside doors, windows., Dr.
Loys Miller was lecturing on how
he called wild birds. Mr. Mather saoid
thart, with his own knowledge of poll
tice af Congres, he immediately sow
here was a way of victory over hin
Opposition. With it he still could
translate his National Pork Syslen
dream inte actuality,

This, in midsummer 1919, In Oc
tober, writer recelved o telegran
from Mr. Mather, then a complew
stranger. [t invited him to a Chnsl
mas Party he was giving his Ui
versily of California class, It was o
class reunion, Writer, not a mambir
of that class, decided o wastebasko
the telegram. Mrs. Goethe said "You
cerlainly must atiend. There is some
thing important in this." When lato
writer met Mr, Mather, latler soid
"Ferget our testivities. Take the tel.
graph key. Do not leave it until M
Bryant, Dr. Miller both pledge 1
come to Yosemite in 1920, Thet we
the beginning of National Parks' |1
terpretation.

The Mather politica] strategy wo
"When folks, after 1920 field o
cursion, of of any complfire talk, ox
press apprecigtion, the Ranger No
turalist was lo explain Washington
happenings. Then he was to say: |
yvou want o part In this war, send
ever os litlle o8 a postcard to ball
your Senators, your Represeniative
These poured inte Washington cinch
ing the victory.

For o few yecrs the Yosemite ali o
was privately supported by M
Mather, Mrs. Goethe, and wiii
Later it, taken over by Governmon!
has continued ever to expand. Al
Mr. Mather's passing, fortunately M
Hargee Albright became Director N
ocne else then had such insight i
Mr. Mather's plans.



I is difficult sometimes, to sov
asl whers, when or how o great
pvament began. As a small bay, 1
gyned from my big "joggerfy book”
ol the Mississippl Biver began in
o emall Lake ltasca up in the north
untry and that was OK. with me
the little dessrl schoclhouse of
verside Co, It satisfied the teacher
o wos very busy with all eight
facdes in one small schoolroom. But
¢ mental horizon grew as well a=
¥ bones ond muscles so [ cams
| knicow of the Chio River, the Mis.
uri, the Yellowstons, the Cana-
an, the Bed — all parts of the Mis-
@lppi. Just becouse some fellow
il thet the little trickle of water
inlg out of lake llasca was Missis.
pl to the exclusion of all those
or strecms, we seem fo have oc-
plted the dictum of one moccosin-
bled traveler and ruled ouwt all
Bee wide raonging Mountain Men
p pushed their way to the ulti-
passes of the Rockles, The Mis-
Bippi in my notal Louisiona was
definitely the Mississippi—bul
jere it began, I'm not so sure.
amething like the beginning of a
jat river systemn is the beginning
the Noture Guide Movement. Did
gin in Yosemite forty years ago?
pihe hod become interested years
tlier while traveling in Europe.
pant had ben deoing comparable
k in Berkeley and the Bay Re-
fi: while 1 had done the same in
Angeles, the San Bernardine
untoins, in Berkeley, Yosemite
the Tahoe Arec since 1898 To
ure we met in Yosemite in 1920,
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THE NATURE GUIDE MOVEMENT IN NATIONAL PARKS

Dr. Loye H. Miller

Professor (Emeritus)
University of Calilornia at Loz Angeles

Yesz But john Muir was there o gen-
eration belore us {see Russell’'s "One
Hundred Years in Yoszemite”, pp 138-
140 and 1 know nol how many
others came along in batween.

Bryant and | reported for duty in
the summer of 1320 but there was no
such thing as o Park MNaturalist. We
ware merely appointed as tempor-
ary Rangsrs and assignsd to special
duty o= Naturalistz for which wa
wers best suited, though o times we
were anttuzied with the responsi-
bility of “Traltic Cope” when things
became congested oul in front of the
ald headguarters ot Sentinel Village
fond they did even in those daoys).
The bread-minded Director ''Steve”
Mather wos a great lover of Yosem-
ite and strove valiantly to prevent
the bagutiful valley frem becoming
the "Coney Island” thal some com-
mercial interests were trying fo make
of it. He threw all hizs weight (inspired
partially by Gosgthe) inte a counter
movement of emphasis upen the na-
turatl beauties of the park. | strongly
suspect thoat the medest salaries of
twe Ulempordary rangers” cames out
of his own pocket.

[ know not how long it took bul
the pressure continued and ultimate-
Iy the budget provided for “'Park Na-
turalists” oz such and their appoint-
ment was extended lo provide o year
round ssrvice. Better still, g new of-
fice was created in Washingion and
Bryant was ploced thers in charae
of Nature Eduecation to be extended
az rapidly as possible fo all ths
parks. [ salute my former collaggues



Mather, Goethe and Bryani
Fork Naturalisis in al
)

p

1 a small |
of o great m




The summer of 1920 marks the be-
ginning of the now well-known oro-
ol helping the visitor to find
ind understand the chief features of
the National Porks.

. Firat attempts ol stirring the in-
frest of people in the wonder of no-

s had been by teachers, Audubon
jeties; museums; botanical and
pological societies and hiking clubs
put vacationists in the National
arks hod to go home without haw-
Ing their questions answered, A few

ywnar in Rockvy Mountain National
ark, found his guests enthusiastic
pver his attempt to help them know
decks, wild flowers, birds and ani-
nals ond he coined the word "Na-
Ure Guide’ and wrote magazine
rticles ond o bock about the ad.
feniures. encountered in such guid-
Then, in 1919, came an experiment
8 test the reaction of vacationists to
ature talks and trips, conducted at
ake Tahoe resorts, which cought
e attention of Director of Naotional

: and, C. M. Goethe of Sacramenio
fged thatl a like program be started
i Yosemite National Park. As o re-

@riment, were secured to organize
program in Yosemite in the sum-
fer of 1920. Housed in tfents and
pith o table in the Chiel Rangers
Miice, bul armad with enthusiosm,
fese two men organized o full pro-
_ of ghort ond long fleld trips,
vening camplire talks, and cffice
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THE BEGINNING OF YOSEMITE'S EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Harold C. Bryant
Former Superintendent, Grand Canyon National Park

hours for answering questions, By
the end of the summer, there was no
dould thal the park visitor was en-
thused over an opportunity o learn
first hond aboul his surroundings., A
report on the results was published
in the 1920 Report of the Direcior of
the Natlonal Park Service. Adwvo-
coted was a trained naturalist on the
staff of every Mational Park to od-
minister an educational program.

During the winter of 1921, the Di.
rector of the Mational Park Service
arranged a speaking tour 1o include
the large sastern cities as a means of
publicizing Yosemite's new proaram,

Thase who lound profit and enioy-
ment in following nature guides told
their friends and soon there devel
oped an incregsing group who re-
turned to Yosemite vear after year.
Because o whole family could se-
cure useful knowledge of founa and
flora, wvocations were planned o
maoke use of the opportunities aof-
forded. Well remembered, is the
architect Johnson family of San
Diego who caomped regularly in Yoo
semile becouse of iis nafure progrom.
Many vears later, one daughter 1e-
turned to graduate from the Yosem-
ite School of Field Natura]l History
and is now the wile of a park na-
turatlist,

One of the first innovations was o
display of wild flowers presented in
tin cons and bottles obtalned from
the dump, carsfully lobeled with
both common and scientific name.
Thiz display quickly aftrocted many
pecple whe recorded newly discov-
ered ones so as to check with those
found along the troil sides.



It was scon apparent that chil
dren's interest could he caught by
making a separate children's trip o
game full of competition and explor-
ation. Identification of plants by
fesling and smelling ond identifica-
ticn of birds and animals by voice
sounds became popular, The Junior
Renger Program ond Neture Center
now covers this specialized field
more adequately.

When it was discovered that a
general field trip was basic but that
the porticiponts scon chose o field
of special interest, such as geology,
insects, wild flowers and birds, and
falt they wanted instruction on these
specialties, some trips were designed
to be helpful in this respect. Such
tield tripz were led by men with ad-
venced training in thess fields, This
afforded veariety in the program and
an opportunity for advanced train-
ing,

A trip that gained great popularity
was one to walch poarent waler
ouzels feed thair young This was
possible becouse o nest could near-
ly always be locatad either on lowsr
Tenaya Cresk or beneath Seniinel
Bridge. When more than fifty would
show up on such a trip the leader
discovered he needed a helper io
take care of the stragglers, or one o
take halt of the crowd on a separate
basis,

Charles Michoel, who wasz a pest-
office employves and his wife, Enid,
were among the early enthusiasis
and soon he, with an inlerest in
birds, was donating his service on
bird frips and she, o field botanist,
on wild flower trips. Loter Mrs
Michaoel was enpleyed as a natural-
ist ond still later developed o native
wildflower garden behind the mu-

SEUIT.

An office hour was advertsed and
visitors found they could get sotis-

factory ecmswers about geology
plant and animal life. Typical of the
questions were these: Whal bird
steals butter from our camp table?
What is the plant that looks like o
giant red asparagus tip? What is the
name of the bird with a red head
vallow breast and black winaa!?
What lizard has o red head and o
Elue tail? Is it poisonous? Wi
about rattlesnakes? Deoes the o
gqueoia grow  in Yosemite Valley?
Sometimes more than fitty questions
were answered per hour by actiugl
count!

In tryving fo reach park wvisitoms
with naoture inlormation, operaton
were approached with the proposal
that their guests would enjoy reod
ing briel nolure notes if they wite
presented on the back of menus
They agreed and for several yeom
guests could read about flowers c
rently in bloom, where o sequon
could be seen on the floor of e
valley, become informed about thae
sugar pine, most beautiful of ol
pine trees, and about the weston
fanager, the bird with the red head
yellow breast and black wings,
an explonation of the plumey 1l
of the gray squirrel and the jumping
ability of the pine squirrel (chik
aree), the animal made famous by
John Muir, Scon o mimeograpliod
Yosemite "Nature Nofes” was [ro
duced which a little later becam: o
printed monthly maogazine, now |
its 39th volume.

As an agid to those who prele
studying trailside features quistly by
themselves, noture trails were dovo
oped with rocks, trees and ploo
labsled. Such self-guiding troils |«
came popular as on accessory o
were found to have certain Hrit
tions that cannot be overcoma: oy
ing animals cannot be labeled, and
success of the trail is largely depon
dent on the content and attroctiv




g8 of the marker; contogious en-
usiosm  furnished by o naolure
e is lacking.
srtisfying was the early evidence
the contacts with wvisitors eould
lasting effect and influence at-
des and interests of individuals.
1921, a retired mon became in-
Wrested in wild flowers as o result
il the scheduled field trips. Return-
g in the summer of 1922, he re.
ported that previously he thought
polanizing a suitable pursuit for
women but his experisnces had
hanged his point of view and he
decided to choose it as his hob-
3. During the winter season he had
ected 387 different species of
slants, labeled and meounied them.
e then asked to be assigned to
ome sort of work that might aid him
hiz studies. He was given o jab af
pllecting, arronging cnd labeling
he plonis exhibited in the flower
jeplay, His donated services im-
proved the prograom ond stirred his
fiterest to the extent that he reported
nlarging  his herbarium by 200
pecimens during the following vear.
[his man was lounched on a serious
tmeer as an amatetur botanist and
iay even have become a profes-
onal eventually! One of the trip
‘dars passing through o town in
jouthern California was approached
W o lady who said: “"You do not
icw who [ am, but I was out with
fou on field excursions in Yosemite
summer. With the start these
e gave, | have become intenssly
lerested in the study of birds. | live
il Laguna where many shore birds
e fo be sesen along the beach.
What bird is it that cmswers this des-
ieription?” Her corefu]l description
i color and mannerism lefl to doubt
ot the bird was the Western Willaet.
his lody had successfully moved
ler interest in Yosemite birds to those
ose of home and left no doubt that
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bird study would become o life in-
terest.

By 1925 il become evideni thal
tield troined noturalists to fill park
positions were hard io find, that most
university trained botanists oand zo-
clogiats lacked field experience and
found noture guiding difficult. In or-
der to Hll the garowing demand for
better trained naturalists, o summer
school was eslablished te give the
nesded additional fraoining, In order
to rewveal its oim, it was named the
Yosemite School of Fisld Notural
History. Emphasiz wos placed on
gaining experience in the fisld, with
lectures and textbooks toking secaond
place. Field observation and identifi-
cation occcupied most of the student's
time. So it was "Knowledge never
learned of schools . . " of the wild-
flowers time and place . . . "of the
tenomts of the woed . . . "how nature
does her work.” Thers wers daily
trail trips and high country trail trips
for studying geclogy, plant and ani-
mal distribution, life zones and eccl-
ogy. No college credit was offered
but teachers found that a certificate
indicating completion of the course
was useful in sscuring credit for ad-
vanced training, Students found that
by taking this course, taught largely
by employved pork naturalists, theat
then could qualify for Civil Service
nofuralisi positions, teachers of ne-
lure study, and boy scout and girl
scout comp  positions, For many
vears this training school furnished
the mon power needed and had
much to do with the hisgh standard
educational services rendered visi-
tors o the Natlonal arks. Part eof its
function is now wgssumed by the
MNational Park Service Training Cen-
ter in Yeosemile, which indocirinates
many new employess with thres
menths of intensive ‘training on ob-
ieclives, methods, equipment used In
park operation.
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By 1928, there was nsed lor a
group of educators to evaulate ac-
complishments and ocutline improve-
ments. The Secretary of Interior ap-
pointed a Committee on Study of
Educational Problems in the National
Parks, to do this. Appointed to this
commillee were Doctors [ohn C. Mer-
riom, Chalrman, Wallace W. At
wood, Hareld C. Bryant, Herbert C.
Bumpus, Vernon Kelloag, Frank H
Qastler, and Clark Wissler. In re-
porting, the committes outlined some
basic principles s guides, made
some specific recommendations on
argomization and listed the steps to
be token in the development of pro-
grams where no programs existed.
Also pointed out were the special
responsibililes  invelved and the
special opportunities presented for
education and research in the fields
ol history and science. Laoter, this
commiltee waos merged into a per-
manent Advisory Board on National
Parks, Historic Sites, Bulldings and
Monuments, established by  law,
which continues to advise the Sec-
retary.

Foriy vears aller the beginning of
an experimental educational pro-
gram in Yosemile we find o greatly
enlarged and improved project
throughout the park system. We lind
similor programs expanded into slate
ond municipal parks. We find that
the words historion and naturalist
have a new meaning because such
positions are now professionalized.
With but a few major changes the
objectives have remained the same,
There still remains o be dccomp-
lished, howewver, original aims ex-
pressed in the words “appreciation”
and “inspiration.”

Examine a Yosemite naturalist
program today. and o remarkable
growth in size is evident. Five per-
maneni and more than twenty seo-
sonal naturalisis are employed. Full

programs are offered al several ae
tivity centers, Instead of just one |
Museum talks now number [ow

datly. In 1920 the Natural Parks

Fortiolio was the only sales publ

cation, now it takes four pages W |
list them. Most are now illustrated Ik
color. There is o central museum
with attroctive exhibils to explon
meain features and act as headoguom
ters for aclivities, o nature cenler of
Happy I=les, and o Pionser History
Canter is being installed at Wawana
The count of a few hundred vistiom
served in 1920 hazs mounted (nie
hundreds of thousands annuaolly

In addition lo the ergeomized odu
cational program in every maior Na
tional Park and Monument, such
programs are now found in Stole
Prarks which have followed the [nad
of National Parks ond appainted
park  naturalists and  hiztorione
Many a metropolitan and city pork
system mus!t now be credited wilh
like programs. Officials of parks n
foreign countries visiting ours g0
home enthusiastic over the interpee
tive prograoms offered in Amerncon
parks.

Apparently the basic princigples
adopted in 1920 have proved so aok
isfoctory that there have been low
changes found necessary. Sevoral
features were fried out ond abn
dened. Onece o Pageant Master we
aopointed, o Yosemite Zoo loul
only a few years, once popular nu
caravans had 1o be abondoned whe
hecrry traffic presented loo many dil
ficulties, guided saddle horse trips
did not work eut emd story lelling
and childrens' ballet dances on
camplire programs scon became o
thing of the past. The greotos
chonges in program have resulind
from Improved {ociliies such o
museums, campfire circles, troilside
exhihits, nature trails, and such use
ful tools on the job as audic-visual




faratus. The early objective of
moximum of understanding and
iation of chief features by
visitor” remains the same.
} present day use of the term
Brpretation” is o fine step for

a direct result of the National
Educational Program, there is
meaning to the terms historian
il noturalist. Individuals so des-
filed find they have o profession
heir own, seporate from that of
¢ or teocher. The public knows
W what an historion and notural.
and does and there cre hun-
Ml of permonent established po-
ons ol good salaries.

Suided trips as o superlative
lhod of bringing about aocquaint-
g cind appreciation of nature has
effectively demonstrated by
progrom.

e cducators who planned the
ational program in the National

"lh- could see that there were
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higher goals that should be attained
eventually. The dispersing of know-
ledge abou! park fectures waos a
goal, impertant and useful, but it weas
hoped the park wvisitor could be
taught to think great thoughis, could
be sent home full of new ideas, ac-
tually inspired. Based on what was
szen and heard a visitor could be
arcused to contemplate the origin
ond evaluation of the werld we live
in, the laws which control it and the
interrelations. of its parls. If Crater
Lake presenls an  oulstandingly
beautiful landscape, how can the
visitor be helped to cppreciate 117
In the lields of esthetics, of art and
neiture apprecialion there is much to
be accomplished. And probobly in
the word "inspiration” is found a
goal which, if not entirely lorgotien,
is seldom stressed, probably becouse
it is 8o diffteult to altain, The teaching
methods to be successtully employed
to reach this goal care probably vet
to. be found and put into action.

lButo coravan in Yosemite Walley in 1932, This popular activity hod to be discontinued
o traffic joms being created by the many cars on the tour,

—Anrderson, NPS
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