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VACATIONLAND IN OUR HOMES
THRGUGHCIMT THE YEAR

Few of us are fortunate enough t-.:l;spend more than a short vacation each
vear in our mountain playgrounds, How many of us, as we stood upon the
heights and felt the thrill of fellowship that comes with first-hand acquaint-
ance with the hirds, the flowers, the trees and the mountains themselves,
have wished that the inspiring influence of these associations could be with
us throughout the year in our everyday life.

Our government is doing its part to help us to more thoroughly enjoy

and undetdtand our great plavgrounds, the National Parks. In Yosemite we
find a splendid museum and a corps of naturalists who conduc daily field
“trips along the trailsides and who deliver evemng campfire lectures on a
wide: variety of natural history subjects. But why should we be satisfied
with but an introduction to the trailsides of our beloved Sierra? Is there
" no way in which we may continue bur friendship with the Big Country
during each month and each week of the year?

There is 2 way! Lovers of the California mountains have organized to
interpret and present in popular form all of the manifestations of Nature
of the Sierras snd more particularly of Yosemite National Park. Primarily
the YOSEMITE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION concerns itself
with the living things of the Yosemite region; yet it musdt necessarily be
a factor in inspiring a regard for American Wild Life in general.

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES, which has been published in mimeo-
graphed form by the Park Naturalist for a number of years, his been adopted
as the official organ of the Association. Cooperating with the government,
- the Association prints ““Yosemite Nature Notes' weekly during June, July,

and August and monthly throughout the remainder of the year, each of
the twentyfour issues being sent to all members.

If you are one of the hundreds of thousands who love Yosemite, you
will wish to keep in touch with her through the Association. There are
hundreds of thousands of others who have no conception of the big message

. of the Out-of-doors. You will want those uninitiated to learn of what the
Park has to offer.
Act now! Fill out the enclosed application for membership and mail it with
a check or money order for $2.00 to The Park Naturalist, Yosemite National
Park, California. Every cent of the $5.00 will br. devoted to keeping you
in touch with your Yosemite,



A MYSTERIOUS FREAK

ylume IV September 8, 1925 Number 16

By C. P. Russell

Park MNaturalist, Yosemite MNational Park

HE ENGULFING tendency of frees has been dealt with in previous
grifclea in “'Yosemite Nature Notes” but we believe the prize in-
tunce of such tree behavior is here recorded.  What would yvou think
hould you come upon the massive antlers of o Roosevelt Bk protroad-
evenly from a2 growing forest tree? Probably yon would at firet
e doubtful, and like many Yosemlte Museum visitors who view the
wak, you would deciare, “It'a a fake” However, one look at the
t gide of the sectional tree trunk iz convineing. The elk skull itaslf
there revealed, completely imboedded In sound wood, No, It I8 no

lg of man's nature [aking.
S AR Indian woodohopper engaged pipra |I-I‘-= alivpsed aines the engulf-
the work aof [(elilng redwoods |
=2 ol i, Calir Tiarle L i
] o find, The tree in which anllers in the fork of the trec!?
” antlers wers imbiaddea was o The pokEilion of the skKuall ;li'llj_ Ly
Wrowing Modreona amd the hornd ceondition of the wond would indl-
Wiers wpeids down with the tips ©ate thot Lhis 2 hardly the ex-
pting on e ground, It is not plenation Beonuse  ihe . pnilers
||pptg_|-|-|r_| then that 2 portiom of wore found with the Lips resting
i poinie are decaved—rtather the upon the prenmd it seems  niore
wurptlse liva I'n the fack that so ress=ongble (o belleve that the Ma-
uph of the perishaiple =lructurca drona, as & =vedling, grow Trom a
# reninted fnteet (hrough the s=pot dircctly uwnder the skull,  As
wpdred or more vears slmee the 1t reached vpward It's leader found
1ee elnimed thom, Even  bad a hole sheough the bony obstruc-
et har fuiled in their deslruction. tionm and so oat {irst the =kull sur-
ne would befi=ve that gnawiné rognded the iree. AE ¥OATH pABSEA
rndentz  would have reduced thems omgd the Madrona added to 118 girth
o rageod stubs, at least. and height, ithe shkull was slowly
Phe tree was chopped down and Overgrovi.
|. gecticn af the trunk containing Threougl the Poelfle  Lumber
e Antlers wa= sawed oul, One Company the department of forest-
“,. nf The gection wis split off v of the Tinlversity of Californis
md the intact alull revealed in the eamne In poresseion ~f the onigus2
Fin's E+ ariwionil, faEnwthy rinea relie, Thi=z. inatitullon i_!f.r".-"r!'.lllﬂ'l_\"
pove thot mora than o hundred loaned it to the Yosemite hlusenm

pllc haki shlangl b=
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Slow Growing Oak Encompagses
Head of Swift Moving Elk

This buek thckled an oak. Woodsmen have pregented ta Yosemito
Natiopal Park Museum this curicaity, the skull and horns of a
Roosevell elk, completely eémbedded In an oak tree. The elk's skull
can be seen in the heart of the tree, the horns extending as If they
grew out of the tree. Park naturalists say the tree I8 almost 100 years
old. The elk must have tangled with it when it was a small sapling:
Heing unable to extricate himself, he died with his horna locked in s
tree, and as the decades passed the oak completaly surrounded the sl

—I. ¥, Lloyd photo.

A HALF MILLION TROUT PLANTED IN
YOSEMITE
By H. C. Bryant

N FRIDAY. July 17, a fish ear of the Californin Fish and Gomo

Commission eontaining a hglf million trout fingerlings arrived at
El Portal, this being the first shipment for this season te the park
The baby feh were in excellent condition and were guickly moved to
their new homes in Yosemite streams. Those claiming the prowd lin-
eage of the Rainbow specles were sent high Into the mountaing. East-
ern Brook also spent the night traveling by truck to high moeuntsin
meadows  More than half of the shipment was placed in the Merced
river to ears for the intenslve fishing to whioh It s subject. Loch
Leven and Brown Trout have helped to Improve fishing an the flacr of
the valley so that even the amateur is able to make worthwhile catches,
A visit to shallow water along the river since the plantings were made
shows numerous little fish, actlve and happy In thelr new home. The
dollar angling license contributed by the flsherman makes these re-
stocking projects possible, Another carload 18 expected later 4n the
BEAE0TL (R S




ke bottae).
reasons.
eting snakes called Boidae.

ut while their anmtomical char-
era clearly place them pmong
naturalists at the Yozemile
m wave never noted In them
bit of {esding that would indi-
jé a Foa relationship, Nelther
We we found a reference o ab-
fvatlons on their method of tak-
food. It was thin with consld-
Ie thrill that on August 4 the
k maturalist witneesed a small
bbey Bog swallow a lisard, (Gerr-
nntus palmaeri
number of the alligator Hzards
il been placed In the =ame cage
[th the Roas for the lizards weie
Feauch aine that it seemed Impos-
that the little snapkes could
Lhe How lthe caplure wis
fected remains  onknown, bt
n my attentlon wag calied to
e procesdinegs: a fourfean-inch Boa
id a ten.inch lizard, Tdfe In the
Inrd  was nob guite extinet, but
two loops of the snake's body
wn uround the lizard's middle
nog chance of sscape. apd no
ce of retalning 1ifs.  Conetriet-
Indesd! The muscular contrac-
& of Lthe snake's hody chiurad tho
int and hind enda of the llzard's
gy to puff out on elther side of
§ constriction ke rwa mRttached
ka of welner wurst
B I wniched tha snpke intro-
d the lizard's snout Into (ta
With muech mancuvering
Hon's jawa wers dislooated at
plr junction &nd the bones ~f the
r jaw alas dislocated nt their
BHES Than the Imposaible
The liznrd's head which
+ i the width of
canake's head waa engulfed, Cer-
iy it seemed utterly Impossible
it the swallowing rould procesd
for the lizard's body just
] the front legs was pulfed
to threg times the diameter ol
| Bmalke’s thront. But the sur-
e had only began The BRoa's
tricsing  folds  loosened thair
hing grip and the ouffinese of
Mzard's hody disappeared. With
it effort Charina further ex-
ed hir faws and drew In his
? the front legs dlanp-
With asionishing rapidity
body continuwed to move Inte
- little smake and In ten min-
1 the hind Jlegs disapnenred,
e them ramalined about g#ix
es of slender lzard iail to con-
ne. By gripping this clongated
mn with his jaws ithes Boa actu-
ecrawled up the tall and so
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For instance, they belong to that
They are, in Cacl, the most northern
esentatives of this remarkable anake family of the tropics; speci-
B have been found as far north as King coonty, Washington,
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DOES A RUBBER BOA CONSTRICT?
By C. P. Russer

.HY summer the Yoscmite Muoseum exhibits 8 number of the

i little anakes called rubber boas or “double ended snakea" (Chariba
1 They are of more than passing interest for a number

Ereat family of con-

A CONSTRICTOR

The Rubber lHoa's hend and oafl
lonk o mmeh glike that the repiile
haw been termed “Donble  Fnded
Smake."

fueked the other reptile fumher and
further imto his stomnch. He now
presented a stuflfed appearance, in=
deed.  The ontire awallowing pro-
cess was Accomplished In fifteen
minutes. With one-cighth of an
ineh of tell protruding from he-
tween hiaz jawa tha rubber BRoa
burrewed inte the sand of his cage
Aand thers I guppasae ha will remaln
until hieg heavy meal i digested,

Are yon ennvineod that eur Boa
af the Slerraa 18 as muech a con=
sirictor as Ara his enfrmous relp-
tlvea af the troploa?
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AFIELD WITH THE NATURE GUIDES

CINE GHOSHBHEHAK 18 STUIMED BY

SCHOOL GROUP
HShould a visitor Lo Yosemite MNa-
tlonal Park ask where a water

ougEel or g roey finch could be Found
4 palure guide could give directions
which would probably help in the
finding of the bird, Euch dll.l.-m-tl.c:nad
wonld nat be so oeasy should one
ank  for the pine grosbeak.  Only
orvaslonally Jo thia bivd found. A=
I 1= 4 nesting Bird of the timber
Tine belt i ig most Hkely to e
=ren i or near hemlork Torests
Thecanlonally one (s seen in the fan-

yoen hetween  Tuoiumme  Merdows
and  Glen  Anlin nesr Tunbumee
Fall=. iine war o young bird which

called Incessantly ns it fol owed ji=
parent. The coll wag a douhiie note
1he aecond higher nitchel than the
Firet, which had the guality of the
nite nf g bohy bBlack-leaded Eros-
heak. The fintterine winegs ax the
narent fed. asmirred fhe crnwd thot
it waz g voeong hivd  The pine Eros-
heakdm o heavv-get binl with ::ima-t.
heavy o hill and may, he ezl 490
tinguighed  from the Townsend soll-
fafrd, ‘A hlrd aften aeen in similar
sitnatinns, | The red head of Fhe
male b replaced hy yellew fn the
femnle and yonne,

Mowhere In the Siefrp |2 the pine
groshesk a comnton hird,  For vears
ceg rollectnrs view with esch other
in a_aAearch for the nest pnd-epes
Finalfv a Ban Froncigen man lneated
a neat in the Tahoe diztrict neas
Prram'd  Paak. Withant Eeally
=earching for thie Bird the =chont
I9"“"’”""" waz foartunate enonah ta findgd
t The tnnwn sarity nf the spoeios
mads Fhe axnerlences the more -
rEesiafed Mo marter how lone o
raratn mav ke oa astudent of natnure
thers are alwave mare varities 1o b
seprdhed aul and =endiad. Tven o
the mprafessinngl hird atnident  the
Eaht of a nine erasbeal bringe a
thrill, —H. C. BRYVANT.

I
NEARS PREPARING
FOR WINTER SLEEP

The zeasom of bear plemlahness has
sEain arrived. ‘Toorista hayve not
¢ ifficulty In viewing bears now for
they come in mumbers f0 1he hear
Tepdtng platform  und ta the ali
rarhage dump, Net only oat nigh
dn they make their foravs. BRarly
every aftormnnn thoewy eome out from
their retreatz in the 1rlux slopes
and: holdly make dkeir wavs o
Earhagze rang the medat mn rleet, Te-
sorte, camps  amd  Awellings,  Vis-
itor® whn make the irip 1o the
feeding platform are Invariahly ro-
warded in se«ing Aaudmbers of the
=nimala snd nit infreguently thay
wiineas twasels hetween the hensts,
which fiochis elencly deraonste™ e
thet 1t = no ordinary summer ape-
nelite thar caouaes them o Torged
thelr manners

Trremila bears  are EurElnT
themeelvaer In preparation fnr their
Inng winler fanst., Tarly in Decems
Fer mest nf them will petire to
snuE caves In our many rock pilea

end theres thay will
that snewy poeriol
Senrer.  Exeipt o the  casu of
T hers with gmall eoles, tley wiil
sleep alene. Tl it proden prEpIshi-
Niedx Fesnlls Ir their secwin L ing

Aleep I.IIN!“F“
wiken  Toad 1d

honvy loayer of far wad Qhes aol
lie “of gourishmeny rorves Lo thie
Fhetn  pver antil Lhey awaltk o
Feed—OC, B Rusgcell

B B
A MEFIVED CHIFPML AR
Many huminn beil& ddve LTRSS (1K

Lhul the walrs of o shada fuusian
pppenl seloly o them CPhdl o s
s opnl| elwesys Lhe emwme Wbl e
ced oped e mel obge IRTTIL (k0
B Wuoluwmne Meadows. A e

chipmumnl wais dcen Lo el edse iy
ra e edEe 0T g Bota BRTivg Theso
e slonped and rea ed Qown b e
water level bo dirink of the strong
Ngukd,  Afier 1Laking a few sHwol
Tnws he Ticked his moelh with G
Latend telish oosnd  ran away.-—N
Py Herdwood
[ R -

A dTRANE FLY TV A
In A S0na siPRIT

Three Mviag  eceane Ay Barves
wirrn Fatiid in op osodla sprince b
Tirelumrie Mendews  Thesy seonnd
to by Niealihy and wepe of 0 Inrae
spurles heing shout an Inch o and o
fonrih lrogr They wore ol om Henof
Frown eelar with (he segmentation
plearly adaflmed.  Tnoa neselte sackis
e qlend ence were Foumd. Whesin
the wider proved toxie or whetho
dizilly g Awe tn some slher cans
cunfd maf he detormined TE. wedtl
hee intepest e Tooosee Dok lvres
Pecnnee eowlbs, providing that eat
L LrotEht ahouwt —T T TTarwaeal

-+ A
THE GHAND CANYAY OF THE
TUNLEMNE RIVER

Nearly pll the visitors to Yozamli
Callov npe first imnressed with £
fiowerringe #1iffx which seem to hans
directly averhesd nnd which aeen
trn stand so clods together one forl
that they mizht fapple (down anil
ernch The whole valley, What wonlil
bo the Imorepssion if one were drtven
directlvy from the plalns to a goro
Teme fhAT & oauarter mile wide anid
plrher by o thoveand feer snpd meore
than Tasemite Valevte rlifts? The
Mufr forge in the Thoolummne rivo
igoapeh A wlaps Aand  Aven ofh
enendinEe myach Hme in spestaculin
seanery In the Blerre one {8 1410
nrenared for Fhe treal of sfandine
te the hottam there and Tooking up
The Cirangd Canven of the Tuanlumne
Fas 1te waterfallz and eliffa bhnt o
mesdowe, T is A thousand [or!
hizher than Yosemite and an Is 1he
nafnryl home af the Fugar nine
whirkh there erowsE to fremendog:
sive apds Beauly. Alza the ncefi
voeddar [a foond there abundantly In
laree specimens whirh seem o nd
tamnt fo £t themfelves nroportinn
rtelw Intn the magnitude of Theis
auprpoundings. Tt is noat far bhepand
TWaterwhee! falle whers these aiddl
tHompl wonders may ba fownd—Da
i Ty Keaok.




) develop and enlarge the Yosemite Museum (in co-
o with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-
W units, such as the Glacier Point lookout and branches of
dr nature.

To promote the educational work of the Yosemite Nature
Guide Service.

To bublish (in co-operation w;th the U. S. National Park
Service) “Tosemite Nature Notes™.

_' study living conditions, past and present, of the Indians
of the Tosemite region.

To maintain in Yosemite Valley a library of historical,
‘scientific, and popular interest.

To further scientific investigation along lines of greatest
popular interest and to publish, ‘from time to time, bulletins
; _f non-technical nature.

To strictly limit the activities of the association to purposes
‘which shall be scientific and educational, in-order that the
prganization shall not be npcmt.:d for profit.

JAY WE SEND YOU EACH ISSUE OF YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES?

bur check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturalist, Yosemite
onal Park, will help to pay the codt: of its publication for
year and make you a member of the Yosemite Natural
bry Association for the same period. .

i e NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OUT-DOOR
RECREATION

Called by Presipent CooLipce

AT THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE INATURE STUDY IN CHOOLS

| THE EXTENSION OF THE NATURE StupY IDEA TO EVERY

IRICAN SCHOOL AND FAMILY; . . ... THAT THE BSTABLISH-

I OF MUSEUMS OF NATURAL HISTORY IN NATIONAL PArxs

| INCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THI
t5"".—Resolution of the Conference.






