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ING SERVICE IS OFFERED TO YOU free BY YOUR GOVERNMENT
Visit the Yosemite Museum!

Here you will learn the full story of the Park - what tools were used by
the great Sculptor in carving this mighty granite-walled gorge; who lived
. here before the white man came; how the Days of Gold led to Yosemite's
discovery; how the pioneers prepared the way for you;and how the birds
and mammals and trees and flowers live together in congenial communities
waiting to make your dcquaintance,
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The Yosemite Library in the museum provides references on all phases of
. Yosemite history and natural history,

Popular lectures on Yosemite geology and other branches of natural his-
tory are given by nature guides at scheduled times each day.

The nature guide on duty will be more than willing to answer your ques-
tions onany subject.

Go Afield with a Nature Guide!

Take advantage of this free service that will help you to know your Park.
A competent scientist will conduct you over Yosemite trails,and him
you may learn first hand of the native flowers, trees, birds, ls, and
geological features.

See Schedule of Nature Guide Field Tripe.

Visit Glacier Point Lookout!

. Prom there you will obtain an unexcelled view of Yosemite's High Sierra.
The binocular telescope will bring Mt. Lyell to within one third of a mile
frem where you stand; you can recognize friends climbing trails several
miles away. The Nature Guide in attendance will help you to operate itand
will explain what you see.

A small library is at your command.

You will enjoy the informal nightly campfire talks given here.

Attend the Nature Guide Campfire Talks!

In addition to the museum lectures members of the educational staff
give talks as a part of the evening program at Camp Curry and Yosem-
ite Lodge. Non-technical explanations of how Yosemite came to be; what
you may expect of Yosemite bears; how the local Indians lived; what birds
you see about your camps; what trout you will catch in Yosemite waters;
how you may best visit the wonderland of the summit region; and acores
of similar subjects are given by the National Park Service Nature Guides.

ALL OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES ARE PROVIDED FREE OF
CHARGE BY YOUR. GOVERNMENT.

—TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEM—
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Yolume TV Miy was  Numbers

Educational Value of Parks

By STEPFHEN T. MATHER
Dirvector of Notlonal Park scrvice in Speech at Denver, Colo.

E SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR recently polnted out the fact
that we, as o Natlon, are beginning to realize the Important part
ed by the out-of-doors in our daily life. For a century and a half
big task has been to subdue the wilderness, 1o
lld oursgelves homes, and to develop onr na-
onel resources.  Our greal oitles are an evi-
fnce Of our prosperity, but they are also oor
Hdence that the past has grodually led us to-
rd an indoor existence. Of recenl years we
e again returned Lo the out-of-doors, realla-
that the open road leads toward national
] . happloess and inspiration.
Gur naticnal parks were set agide to preserve
superb scenic features of our country for
| time. During the past few decades, espeeinlly,
ice the advent of the aulomobile, the numbers
visitors to the parks have inereased enor-
pisly. ‘The country i3 making good use of s
Bysrounds,
. A new tendency on the part of the people Is Stephen Mather
Ing Itself felt In econnectlon with this out-of-doors movement
isitors to the parks were formerly satisfied to admire scenic faatures;
% they want to understand them, The apirit of wanting to know la
Veverywhere. How much more enjoyable s a vacation if one rec-
% na friends all the birds and flowers and trees of the trailside
knows the secrets of how the very mountoine themaelves wers
ned.
at Universliy
mecralary hu truly asid that
epartment of the Interlor la & and univeraltles or other lpstita-
univerrity, and the Natlonal tlons. Dﬂ!ﬁlto the fnet that proe-
Pk Sorvice, ‘am glad (o say, 18 tlcaliy no UGovernment funds were
of thre most Important colleges avallable, the work started spon-
this grest university, tanecusly In many of the parks dur-
g pducational movement In the Ing the past five yeara and woe
onal parks was not impored - lcok forwhrd te the day In the not
. vialtors hy the Government, far distant future when every park
d, it owes ila orl In te the will be sgulpped not only to admin-
themaelves, usually having Ister to the material wants of via-

Inninga In the enthumaatic ftors but al=o to supoly the knowk-
peration of private iadividuals edps they demand.
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Limes of Hdueational Development

Develepment has  taken place
alunﬁqleveral closely allied lines:

1. Field tripg conducted bY¥ na-
ture guldes com
every aubject of natural history
obzerved along the trailalde,

2 Camp tire leclures un birds,
geolcgy, or any of the other phag:s
of nature 8o wonderfully exempli-
Hed In the parks,

3. Collection of materlals Lhat can
batter be presemied In & slmple,
systematic wn*l in order to tell the

etent to explaln

true story of the parks, These cul-
lectlona form the nuclel for the mu-
BCUmMA.

4. Fleld SOUrEDS In varlons

hranchea of natuial history offered
by the Park Servleo in co-operation
with wniversitler and ofher Insil-
tutlons,
Origin of Work in ¥Vosemlie
Yorem!lte Notional Perk effirs an
axnmple of wha! ool be  QC00M-
plished along these llnes,  In thia
park the MNuture gulde Bervice was
ptierted by private funds five years
ago, Lhe Californta State Fish and
Gama Commissian casoperating.
The work was gradually taken
over by the Government and pow
the small orgonization servés twoe
out of overy three wvisitors to Yo-
aemlite, taking them on buoth skart
and long fleld trips and delivering
CEM re talks w@t all the large
hotela and camps. ‘This year the
same organlzation will alse offer
courses of universily grade Iln the
Yesemite Field Bchool of Watural
History, which s belng established
by the Peark Bervice 1o give more
Iuntenalve trainlng to persons  whe
deslre te know the out-of-doors
moré intimaiely, While the publlc
was thus belng served the Tostm-
ite park naturalist atarted collect-
Ing exhibit material that wouwld
eventually develop into a museunt.
Although no (Foverniment funns
were avallabhle, the visltors showed
sueh a rplendld spirlt of co-opera-
tigm that collections of Yosmsmite
material of the value of some F4l,.-
i or §50.000 swere gathered fu-
gotker. A campalgn was then atart-
ed to raise funds for o parIANenRt
fire-proof boilding and more than
£L009 had heen eollected when the
Amerlean Associatlon of Museums,
realizing the Importance of a de-
velopmi it thus demanded and :IIR-
ported by the publie. brought the
atter to the attenilon of a na-
tlnnally known Institution whioch is
deeply interested in nll plirnses of
sduveation Tn July of the paat ¥+ar
thin organization contributed J70.-
S50 wit which o bulld a re-
roof museum bullding In Fosem-
te, Conetructlon has en  pughed
ntead rapidly and the new museuim
yhiesk I mnow practieally finished
will be opened on June 1, when 1he
Nature Guide Boervice will aleo ini-
tinte ita 1926 meason,
At Rocky Mowntaln
mend Mean Veride

It s not only In Yosemite that
blg ings have been accomplished
in helplng wvisitors to a greater en-
jeyment of the parks through

snter understanding. Two of the
ﬂb"ﬂﬂprunﬁlhwi Yerke in- Lhe
country In this respect are Rocky

ountain and Meea Verde, both of
them In the State ef Colorado,

Superintendent Nusbam of Mesn
Yerde Mational Park is one of the
greatest suthorities on the prehis-
torle peopies of the Bouthwest Tor
& number of years he has been
enrafully mllectinf wnd preferving
all muuner of artlcles used In the
dgally 1ife of the vanlahed race of
ellff dwellera. A aplendid gift from
one of the vkitors to  the purk
mnda It yossible to construct a mu-
seym to house theae priceless relica.
Our Ides la not only to preaerve
this materinl, but al=so o present

“jt im much & form that it will tetl

the story of our vanishing American
races, Ultimately we expact to add
men Lo our orgnnization who whi
acgompary each pnriy through the
ruined citios of past ages, explain-
Ing every festure that careful re-
senreh has disclosed

Rocky Mountaln Mstional Park
offers n aplendid fleld for edues-
tlonal development. Superintendent
Roger W. Toll has heen working
against odds, but has founded an
preanization that will scon bac?LI-I =
peﬁ to tell the whole story of the
out-af-doors of this region of su-

perh mountaln grandenr.  Withont
funda but with the co-operatlon of
the Colorado Soclety of Natnral

History and private Individoals and
m';aniint!unﬂ. Mr. Toll has estah-

lished a small mussuwm which will
eventually tell in o slhmpls NEeril -
tive way the story of the T from
fta geological bheginuings[nillions
of yeura agoe. through all phases of

natursl history wp to the preafent,
including the coming of man and
the final dAlseovery and develap-
ment by the white race. Nature
guldes wili help the vislting public
o become acquainted personally
with ench hird and tree and flower
and nther objects of interest in the
open. Wa are keepinZ in mind the
idesn that mature should be studied
in the fleld: omly 'n so far ns it
will ald un to simplify the story are
‘we bringing exhibits indoors, and
this., after all, Is for the purposs
nf explalning what one sees In the
fleld.
Leading Physienlly and
Spirlinally ie Higher Places
The educational branch of tha
Nationnl Park Service ia being or-
nited under the direstion of Chief
aturnllat Ansel F. Hall, who has
recently  returned from A year
ahromd, where he studied the mu-
senma and out-of-deoors education
offared in BEurcpe, T am not aur-
prized to learn from Mr, Hall that
wa are alrepndy far In advance of

every other eauntry in this fiald.

I am ||I)1'4::.u-ﬂ of the fact that our love
for the out-of-doors s becoming
more and more a love based upon
undarstanding. =nd that thHe Na-
tlonal Park Serviee (s playing such

an important part im this educs-
tlonal renalasance that is leading
un both physically and spirftually

to higher places.




DUCK

DONALD D. MeLEAN

dwinnt° Fark Naturalisl

I8 duck hawk has alwars been
dered a master in the art of
[ since the ancient

iry. In  faleonry the  duok
knoewn ue the Peregrine
) 1 was the favorite with
coners. The Huropean Pere-
§ differs but slightly from our
uck hawk, being only a geo-
el pub-speches.

ugh not common in the Yo-
region " at any " tlme, Indl-
do wander into the moun-
mlleys doring the winter to
avy toll on the robinas and
P birds feeding in the: open.
my heme just weat of the

nlte Mational Park, there  is
field 4E0 yards lung, over
dudk " hawks pass - regularly
évery afterncon - during the
ar “imtinths, One Lird in par-
r, during the post  winter,
to come down over the fleld
E £ o'clock .e_vel'I\'(:..u.ljternnnn.
oal was an alfalfn patch be-
e barn, whera thousanda of
githered every evening for
upper of eariHworms On
p different occasions 1 had the
Ftunity to watch this bird a=
& down the walley at full
ewerved up over the barn,
shed Headlong  Into  the
of robins before they could
cely realize he was wpon them.
would knock one, pometimes
. to the ground in a cloud of
fers, but would =eldom pick
p and carry it away He
to be killlng them for the
gport of the chase

e came EE the valley instead
awn, the roblns would apot him
“before he was visible to my
They would a'l start at onee
gh up the valley and into the
i and willowe., Above the roar
thelr wings T could
cont the pecullar sound of the
1 .'ﬁ wing beats az he came pell
L through the fyving birds,

e pound made by his  rapldly

=7
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FLIGHT AND PURSUIT TACTICS OF THE

HAWK

*

vibrating wings was something ilkg
this: “Foo., foo, foo, foo,” the ‘oo’
&8 In toot, at the rate of about elght
per second. Ae he appeared behind
them, fivine only 81X or elght fesf
from -the ground, it was only &
matter of & few seconde untll he had
paesed c'ear through the flock and
had rlsen to severs! hondred feet
above the ground

Ag he came down the wvalley, I
found that It would be relatively
eagy to time him as he passed.over

the long open fleld. 1 found if L
atatloned myself near the harn at,
the lower end of the field and

watched carefully, 1 could tell” the-
Instant he came over the upper end
of the field as he had to rige over
an embankment at the u?per -end
hefore I could see him. legroed:
that on fwo occasiona he passod
over the 460 wyards in five seconds,
which is at the rate of Lthres miles
a minute or 180 miles en hour. On
aeveral other cccasions - hé pasaed
aver the same fleld at a much
glower rate of gix to ten Bsconds
Of courae, this 18 not the avera
fi¥ing speed of the hawh, bul.'iﬁ
shows of what the bird is capable
when in pursult or drawlng  hear’
it guarry, 3

He naver flew more than twenty
feet from the. ground on these oo-
cagions; hence. the trees and barn
mads a very good screen. Coming
up the valley, however, the robins-
were able to diacern him long he-
fere he actuslly was upon them,
but lthl. mattered little ag he came
a0 rapld'y that they were scarcely
vnder way. before he came dashing
through the flock. putting terrop
Into the birds and dolng as much
destruction as posaible, i

On two different cecasions robina
daghed themselvea to pleces on the
chicken wire fence around the aj-
falfa field as they made efforts to
dodge the -hawhk

Duck Hawks sometimes plek out
Maadowl;_i]arktsh nnﬂmBrawgr Black-
. But & Tobin Beama by be
their favorite in this section, Water-
fowl] are their standbya In sectlons

. of the country where theas birds ars

plantlfal. -



Some Animal Friends i’ou May Make in Yosemite
By C. P. RUSSELL, Park Naturalist

In & previous article I outlined some mistaken ideas regarding

animals which we as a people seem to wish to preserve.

In this one I

am going to tell some truths about a few Yosemite animals which are
quite as Interesting, and much less generally known, as are the afore-

mentioned fablea.

We have in Yosemlte a free educational service known as the
Yosemite Nature Qulde Servies, the purpose of which ia to supply
information on the natlve plants and animals of the great natlonal

park.

of wild life that makes the mountain reglons attractive.

1t ig & fact not always recognized that it is largely the presence

If we can

teach a [ew thousand citizens each year to interpret nature, we have
helped materially in furthering the natien-wide movement that ls
making America a great leader In conserving natural beauty spots.
Each summer 100,000 or go Yosemite visltors go afleld with nature
guides:; visit the museum, or listen te camp fire talks on natural his-

tory.

%o genulne has been the demand for this free service that lo

properly serve all we will, in 1925, extend the work to include Glacier
Point, Tuolumne Meadows and the high-country hikers' camps as well

a2 Yosemite Valley,

Mine scientists, where in the past there have been

slx, will this year be emploved to help ¥ou understand and appreciate
the wealth of natural wonders preserved for you in YoSemite.

Certain ones of our Nationul
parks have made & great appeal To
Americans through their varicty of
wild animal life..  When *cllew-
stone fa mentionéd ane at onee én-
joys a vivid mentr] pieturs of great
herds of elk, atampodiirg  =rde ef

bufiale or timid =aroups of unbu-

tope, Efficlent advertlaing and the
goods to back up Lthe brag have
jdentified Yellowitane atlannl

Fark with the best Amerlcan wild
anlma) life, Yosemite doea not pos-
seas such a reputation as o gamae
sanctuary. But in the very near
future, veanture to prediet, wial-
tors wlll ba guite as Impressed by
the Intimate animal acqualntances
they may mpake as they now are by
the mile-kigh cliffs and wnegualed
glacler monumen's

The Bears Always Interestine

Yosemite wisitors are always in-
tereated in bears. This intercst Iz
never falling for bhears may be sesn
by a&ll, You will see bhears of ap-
parently two kinda. but “Hi nre
wll of the same specles. lack
bears ar brown hears—they are
both of the species known to scluii-
tizta an rsus  Americanus.  the
American black bhear, which occurs
frem the extreme north down intn
Mexiro an;!q from the Atlantie to the
Proelfie, he brown is but g color
Ehm-e af the typical black, and a

lack bear mother may glve birth
to & brown and & black cub.

Do not permit anyone to convinoe

ou that we have grizzly hears in
ogemite. There was a time when
the grizzly was common hera: In
fact. the name Yosemite was d¢-
rvived from the Indlan name for
griulv bémr., The gkreat State of
‘alifornia saw fit to emblazon opon
her Htate flag the flgure of & zrif-

gly and the same figure appears
whon the Californi: State seal. Hut
the animal that wiad S0 charscter-
latie of the Blate ns Lo receive l;i:ﬂ!
aa

nenmlnence  And  recopnition
long elnce been exterminated no
fur a& California iz concermed, It

i@ owne ol the aonimiE's in the long
lat of those we wouold save If it
werd not too late,

Female Bears Become

Mothera During Winted Bleco
When the sanow be a Lo fly,

Voscmite bears seel warm hole

in whieh to Bpend the winter. The

fell ia spent in getting excesmivaly
fat.  When 1he time for hiberna-
tion comes, the bear crawls into his
cave of hollew log and the snow
and lce aeal him m tight as he
slveps,  In some caaes he could not
get out of hizg lee-bound shell if he
wanted to, Unlike the ground
aquirrel, (he bear doem not become
rigid in this winter sleep. The bod-
ily processes are rather active all
through hibernatlon. The femals
actuuaily gives birth to young dur-
ing this winter slesp. The cubs are
tiny things at hirth. no lenger than
one's hand and welgh twelve ounces
or jess, or shout 1-2004h of the
maother's weight. A human baby ie
about 1-20th of the mother's woighl.
It is fortunate for the mother bear
that her cubs are so tiny. for ahe
must nurse them for weeks before
#he may come oot tn mearch for

fn% o 4 x

ale "benta aippnemly"mltu ni
Interest in ramily matters, During
the mating searon the males have
the habit of making slgns an cer-
tain trees, They renr up on thelr
hind Tegs, rench as far up Lhe trulk
ax possible with front legm, and
erratch and chew the bark




b It 's supposed that these
@M1 vYe to inform passing
L he-territory te ococupiled:
BlEn pisis are to  be
the Aspen forest around {he
of Merced lake. 3

Aftempt to
isars Frem Hand

‘Me warn you that while in
file you are apt 1o poe B0
bears that they will become
unpiace to ¥ou, Tou will meetl
[ tn ithe tralle In. brofd day-
il You will find  them sbout
i both at night and dur-
at the garbage-dis-
1 wlill find them In
and in lste summer when
uit Is ripe a dozen ot one
may vialt the old apple orch
hat were set out by ploneers
The anlinila are an
will wilness po
lbertiea with
, ‘that ¥oul'too are
become familiar with them.
£ no mailter how tame,
td be approached by a tourist.
] am attempting
valop m Eeneral fear of the
sting animals, They are as
g A8 well behaved dogs i
‘Are not tampered with., But
| poaltlvely dangerous to feed
¥ from ane's hamds, You may
that you are performing a
s and it will seem to you
& bear understands,
&er thera I3 no  human
im the hrain of a bear,
may be a trifls alow
the second or third
Your bear may be
] What to him may
Mt an iImpatlont slap may to
e o crushing blow that will
Ure for Afa.

- gecldents of this mort have
rred in Tosemite and there
0 regulations whieh probitd
Haritiea with the animals of
rk, but park officiala llva in

of what may happen I
develop A  contemptuous
for the bears grest

th, Bears are not to be

but the¥ should be respectcd.
_Im Yosemite beare from your

Shot nnd Tra L]
k Il-mmllarle-‘“

rently bears are hecoming
umerous within the park,
f huntera continue to do what
‘gl last iyur the bear popula-
willi not increase rapldly, Some
Bears are ver?f apt to wander

the park iimite. Last fall
8 met these purk-tomed bears
park boundary and kilded
i?r thelr pelta At least nine
Ckilled at the easty edge of the
and T have knowledge of
that wera trapped or shot
4 Btanislaus National Forest
the west boundary, 1 shouid
o emphasize that bears are
ock killers. In splte of what
n have belleved for wears,
itlcs show that only rl.raI% da
develop B hablt of kidling
K. Bears are worth much more
esthetic standpoint, roam-
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through our forests
an they are worth dead, Every-
Lthing considered, T wish thay Call-
fornia might glve Black bears fuli
protection at all seazons, before
they follow the extinct grissly,
Well. =0 much for bearal OUne
mlght dipcuss them and their In-
teresting hablta and behavior for
A& much longer time;, hut I Jdo not
wish to entirely lgnore anolther im-
portant member of our RAlmal dJdfe.

Does Introdice Timid Fawas
Te Yossmite Houssholds

Not many years
visitors were quits

Yoseamita
14

REQ
delighted

The Hand-Ous

Bear cobs readily lears to taks
foad from humamn hands. They Fe=
tain the hablt and when foll-grows
mnay be dangerons.

(Contd, on Page 40)
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Three Ways of Catclnng a Gopher

By D. D. McLEAN
ﬂ.snlaumt Naturalist Yosemite National Park

Upper left—The gopher has not vet broken the surfzce perhaps,
80 the great blue heron holds his pose. The gopher pushesa up through
the soll a lHttle at a time, but the heron moves not a feathor.

Upper right—Aas the red-tail nears the ground his legs sre stretohed
out and his wings are suddenly spread, the powerful feet are widely
extended, and as they reach thelr mark they snap closed,

Lower—The coyote, as he drawa near to where the gopher 18 work-
ing, flattens himself to the ground and edges up by inches till within
ensy leaping distance.




i pest,

Biwe of the most common hers
he West are the ocovole. the
it blus heron and the red-tailed
K.

he types of action in cu?lul'mg:
\gopher are entirely different,
Cin the end they are sll walike,
h killer being very adept at the

le coyote wuanders about over a
d In aimleas sort of way, go-
. m sh way thlia and a

P that, stopping to look
avery few moments,

Iy mpparently hears or
| Mome movements, and he im-
tely becomes tense and inter-
He crouches down cluse Lo
Cground andgd sneaks along only
hep or so #t a tlme. Then he
and waits a few aeconds, then
@ up a liile closer to the spot.
Hlly nmx he draws near to
the gopher i working he
ng himself out on the ground

L3
b

leaping dintanece.
r im Al laat far enough above
Und to suit him he seta his
igles and jumps, anapping the
her  In hig “steel  trap” jaws,
king 1t & couple of times he
z %own and proceeda (o tear jt
and gobble up the pincos,
il Blue Heron's Hethod.
g grest hlue heron. on tho
hand. comes flapping wlong
awhkwardly tumbles himsalf
‘the field, where he Btands mo-
c But hiz ears and eyes are
‘ae sharp as the cn?lnte'a. Fin-
turna a little snd he
a few moments then
toward the soand
the ppot draws

ﬂl the earth, the blll being =t
moute angle with the axis of the

yet broken

ppher has nat
B0 he walte

urface, perhaps,

lesn In this  position,  The
pushes op through the =od
e at a tlme, but the haron

not a feather. When the
jer Iz at last partially vialble
1a & swdden movement: in fact.
pld 1t is that the human eye
gearcely  follow, The head
down, the neck being

YOSEMITE NATURE NOTE3

[ OF THE worst pests the rancher knows i the pocket gopher.
Found through a considerable portion of the United Htates, tha
mge done in destructlon of crops and diversion of Irrigation water
{s running down Lhe open holes, is by no meane a minor losa.

we have many helpers in our efforts to curb the Inroada of the
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stretched out, and the heron falla
all over himsedf wpparently, with
much flapping of wings and bend-
Ing of legs, but up snups Lhe head
and peck and there, dengling in the
lun% bill, i= the gopher, stone dead
with its neck or beck broken by the
ﬂmrp doubld scissors of the herom's

1.

With a flip of the heron's beak,
the gopher is started on his journey
down the long rneck, aided by much
Hﬂﬂtlnt and ulping ©on the part
of the bird he heron then pulls
in hiz neck and slouches down to
tet hia digestion do the rest.

The red-tall soara over the flald
with hesnd ever turning snd hia
tefegcopic eyes peerink down, ecov-
ering every square yard of ground
he ‘P-hilﬂﬂil nVer,

If he apots any movement in the

rags below he swings back and
ooks once again, When the gopher
iz lecated he hesitates not bt all,
but folde his wings and drops like
a rock Lo the apot, Af# hae nears
the ground hiz legs are atretched
out and his winga are suoddenly
spread, the powertul feet are wide-
I¥ extended, and as they reach thelr

mark they #nap closed. The talons
ars driven into the gopher gand
death follows Immediately. The
hawk then often rests on the

ground a few moments and adjusts
his prey before ﬂa&plns off to some
old tree, often & ack oak. Hold-
Ing the gopher in hiz talons he pro-
ceeds to tear it apart, eating It
fece by piece, slowly, llnpbl,ng o
ook about after nearly avery bite.

These throes creatures are con-
atant enemies of the gophera and
should be allowed thelr share. The
eovote s the only one with a gues-
tionable record. True, tha heron
eats rfish, but two less gophers in &
potato patech or alfalfa fleld com-
Eensnta for many fish that may
isappear from the nearby creek.
Oecasionelly  individnal ed-tails
gat the poultry habit, but that i=
no reason Why all the Hed-talla in
the country should be killed when
that one particular eulprit could be
disposed of and the pouliry loss
cheokad,
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ANIMAL. FRIENDS-.
[ Contd. from Page 37.]

they wWere prhrlle?ﬂd to cateh a
limpae of a rightened dewr
ounding Acroas a meadow, Now

one of the most Impressive sights
In the park is the numerous tame
deer seen aboutl Yosemite walley.
rhousands of human beings mean
nothing but tasty "“hand-outs" to
the present deer generation. They
plek their dainty ways through
the village street; stand confiding-
¥. by ma you pass on the Urail;
come boldly to your camp in guost
of food; recline for Nours al o
time in some shady nook A stomes
throw from where noisy children
romp and play, and does actuslly
introduce their timid fawns to Yo-
semite houssholds,

Our: deer are the Rocky Moun-
tein muletalls. They belong o the
sama specles found In the Rocky
Mowuntains and were glven thelr
name by the Lewls and Clark ax-
pedition, which ' first saw and de-
seribed them there Visltors noed
have little hesltanocy In feeding
deer. To be aure, there Is a bare
possibility of a dee siriking with
;harr'rmnrs but T believe that dan-
ger is negligible except In the came
of amall children. In the fall of
the ¥ear the tame bucks may
prove @ menace to too friendly
human beings, but as yet there ara
few bucks disposed to permit n
cloas approach.

Deer Whonder Berond Park Lines

But the 30,000 or more deer that
in summer range over the park,
drift rapidly to lower levels mg the
winter storms bury thelr feeding
grounds with snow. Finally when

they have descended to that level
which experiencea Hitle or no snow
thay hold thelr ground and awalt

tha coming of sapring. This mca-
sonal migration results In a con-
centration of the Yomemlite deer
each winter in the Btanlslaus and
Bierra Matlonal Forests. In othar
words, Yosemite National Park Is
A desr =anctuary In summer anly,

At this season Tosemite Na-
tlonal Park s a sanetuary for but
a wvery small percentage of the
deser that In summer range over
the 1125 sguare miles of the park.
The nature of the ecountry within
the presarve Is such that dear can
find no habltabls rangs within its
boundaries after the winter snows
coms. Yosemite wnllay, however.
Ia an sxception. OF late years gquite
& number of deer have remalned in
apita of the snow. Probably thia is
due to Increased confidence In man
and to the fact that many residents
of the wvalley take the trouble to
fead the animels. Then, too, It s

trus that ths warm north slde of
the great gorge ia free from Anow
maost of the time, .

Frequently, In June and July,
Yosemite wisitors come upon (tiny
fawng or buby deer. Nearly always
the finder la moved Lo Ereat pity
and feels that the only thing to do
Ia to carry the helpless little thing
to camp and try to feed it. Should
you happen to find such an Infant,
Elea.n de not pick it up- It Is the

abit of mother deer ta hide thelr
spotted snd apparently unmothered
fawns for the first severa]l days af-
ter birth. They return to (hem
frequently to feed them, and when
they are strong they will follow
the mothers aboul. As they galn
strength wnd ability to- leap and
run it is most intercating to nota
thelr mad demonsirations of their
inherited timidity. Even though the
mother be very tame and entiraly
confident of kind treatment from
miin, iet her yvoungsters display all
the characteristics that we think
of when we usa the exprassion “as
wild o » deer® Before the sum-
mer a8 over. however, Yosemlte
fawns may become Az time ns Lhs
mother. Laat fall one doe In partic-
ular arguired the habit of coming
reguiarly to my eénbln for food. She
always brought her two children
with her. One of these fawns be-
came bald enough to follow my re-
treating hondful of ecake directiy
Into my¥ living room. la waa too
mueh for the other faRwn or even
the mother. They would stretch
thelr necks and gaze In curlously,
but not & step would they make
over the threshald,

These bables of the summer grow
rapldly, but even when & ¥ear old
they are vel to be recognized na
youngeters.  They follow thelr
mothera rbout all through the firs
vear. Ferhaps during the ruttin
or breeding season the dos ™ma
“give them the shake,” but sfter
that period of excitement ghe s
very apl to Aagain tolersts them.
Not until June or July, when an-
other palir of Tawna arrive, will she
be entirely free from the yearlings’
oornpn.r.i. ;

Tn the =pace avallable T have
mentloned but two Yosemite ani-
mals, and T have but touched the
surface In telllng about them, Thers |
ia much more to be sald about thess
two and there are scores of othor
animals in the Blerras quite as In-
tereating as deer and bear T In-
vite you to come to Yosemite MNa-
H::il Fark and learn of them first



|'~ develop and enlarge the Yosemite Museum (in co-
on with the National Park Service) and to establish sub-
fry units, such as the Glacier Point lookout and branches of
{ r nature.

To promote the educational work of the Yosemite Nature
Gmdz Service.

To publish (in co-operation with the U. S. National Park
ﬁcw:’cc} “Yosemite Nature Notes".

To study living conditions, past and present, of the Indians
4: the Yosemite region.

To maintain in Yosemite Valley a hbmry of historical,
scientific, and popular interest.

.b further scientific investigation along lines of greatest
‘popular interest and to publish, from time to time, bulletins
‘of non-technical nature.

To strictly limit the activities of the association to purposes
‘which shall be scientific and educational, in order that the
gnm‘mnbn shall not be operated _fo'r profit.

AY WE SEND YOU EACH ISSUE OF YOSEMITE
NATURE NOTES?

'- check for $2.00 sent to the Park Naturalist, Yosemite
jonal Park, will help to pay the cost of its publication for
year and make you a member of the Yosemite Natural
ory Association for the same period.

) 1 tHe NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OUT-DOOR
i RECREATION

Called by Presipent CoOLIDGE

'r THE CONFERENCE ENDORSE INATURE STUDY IN sCHOOLS
'THE EXTENSION OF THE NaTure Stupy IbEA TO EVERY
ERICAN SCHOOL AND FAMILY; . . ... THAT THE BSTABLISH-
[ OF MUSEUMS OF NATURAL HISTORY IN NATIONAL PaArks
L INCREASE THE EDUCATIONAL RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE

".—Resolution of the Conference.







