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Is Yosemite Exciting

Enough for the 1970's? |
“WILLIAM R. JONES

The 1960's saw a crisls develoj rr In park inter- .

pretation at Yosemite. The deca before. parﬁ'
visitation had hovered around one million, but
finally the dam broke in 1961. By 1967 travel
had doubled to over two million, a it is still
rising. '

In the beginning the National Purh Service
had turned to rrlcmr for help. and In 1920 the i
first Interprelive program was starled In Yosemite

with the assistance of the Yosemite Natural His-

tory Assoclation. A museum, library, . training
school. and exhibits and historic dl.lplayl were
pmvl&e&. as was the magazine Yosemite Nalure
Notes. It was a time of excilement for members,
for here was a way to hclp Americans learn. the
real reasons for lmvinn national parlﬂ. an idea that
was then blossoming through the nation and over
the world. There were [ew pro':]eml belore 1060,
and the Assoclation even survived the years of

World War Il

But then prinling costs began to rise, as did
. clerical and other administrative expenses. Appenls
were ninde for more members, higher dues rates,
and donations. and nll]muuh ‘many respon(]
most were apathetic. The membership program
died. And 50, through the 1960's the Yosemite in-
terpretive programs relied almost mlely on federal
approprintjons. Budget increases were received, but
they no longer went as far because wages and
other costs !nmased even more. At the end of the -
' continued on page lwe

_Walk and Talk a Blt
DANA MORGENSON

Yoserite has always been a favorable area for
photographers — professional and amateur alike.
unusual combination of magniflicent scenic
landscapes on a grand scale, with variety of delall
around them — [lowers, rocks. meadows. trees and
delightful groupings — provides ‘picture material
. without limit. Add 1o this seasnnn? variations and
there Is a constant source of interest and inspira-
tion for all who care to look. .

To toke advantage of ‘this widespread fas-
cination with capturing Yosemite's unusual
on [ilm, the Yosemite Park and Curry Company
has sponsored during the past three years a pro-
gram of daily camera walh From March 1 to
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- A New Dlmenslon In Park Management

ROBERT BARBEE

Yosemite visitors nnd residents alike have
Be-n exposcd this spring lo what appear as strange
“goings on.” El Capitan Meadow was burned,
and fires in the forests of both the Valley and near
Wawona have been pu ly set. This radical

departure from traditional ways of managing the
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park represents Inﬁl]\ﬂ step in Yosemile's pro- - E

gram to re-establish a pristine parkscape.

Before the arrival of modern man, will!ﬁre"'
was a [requent visitor to Yosemite, It exerted Its.

influence throughout the park but especially In
the lower elevations. Ecologists tell us today that
fire caused by lightning and set by Indians occured

in most placet in the vast mixed conifer forests on
the average o, every seven lo eight years. In one'.

intensively studied area north of Yosemite it was
determined by tree ri
years 1452 and 1912 t

years. The [requency of these natural fires kept

~ the fuel on the forest Moot at a low level: the fires

were always very lluhl nnd underﬂl'mﬂ was hpt

to a minimum.

Early travelers JEI(.'ﬂLﬂi ll'le forests of \'ou--‘ ¢
mite as open and parklike. Wildflowers were more ;

abundant, and many plants that were favored by
wildlife were also favored by the wildfires. Un-

" fortunately, these relationships were not completely
recognized until the successful suppression of

analysis that between the
were 221 distinct fires
that covered the area. That 1s one almost every two -
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Loye Holmes Miller

‘mpre“rd by a naturalist program conducted
at Lake Tahoe l)\ D 1 ove Halmes Miller, former
NPS Director glrp‘n‘:n \].‘lll‘lel‘ induced him to
transfer his 1alents 1o Yosemite, Mather and Miller
subsequently worked out a plan for a 1020 in-
auguration of an official nature guude service in
the park — the liest publlc interpretive cffort of the
National Park Service.’

(0]] hisl experiences at Yosemile, Miller later
wrote: " (Harold) -Bryant and } repor!ed'[or daty

in the summer of 1920 but there was no such thing .

" asa Parl. Naturalist. \We were merely appointed
“as Iempnnn rangers and assigned lo spedh{ duty
as’ naturalists for \\IIICII we were begt  sidted,
though at limes we were entrusled with I'\e re-

sponsub: ily of Trallic Cnm when lhmqs became |
congcsltd oul in front of the old ]leadﬂ;unrlru at

Sentinel Village (nnd Ihey did even in those
days). The broad-minded Director 'Slﬂ'é'.hlall\ﬂ

was a great lover of Yosemile and strove valiantly -

to prevent the beautiful valley from becoming the
‘Coney Island” that some commercial Inlerests

‘were lrying lo make of it. He threw all his \\'eu!l'al .

(Impm:d parlm“y I}\r De, C. M. Cmelhe) into a
counler movemenl nf cmp}wsis upon the natural
beauties of the p'lrlt I -clronp,lly suspect l’ml the

modest salaries of lwa Iempnmry unnen came
" out of his own pocket. .

“1 ]mow not how Ionu it tock ‘)ul Ihe pressure
continued and ultimately the hudnel provided [or
‘Park Naturalists' as such and their appoinlmcrll
was extended to provide a year round service.

“Better still, a new office was rrrnle@! in \Wash- ’

ington and Bryant was p[an:cl there in charge of

Nature Education to be e‘lendecl as raph:"y as

possible 1o all the pm'l(i .

Dr. Loye Holmes Miller died at Davis. Cali-
fornia last April 6. at - the age of 93. He was the
last survivor of the lour individuals l'csponslble for
originating ﬂw NPS interpretive program. Dr.

Harold Bryant died in 1968 and Dr, C, M. Goethe
died In 1966.

anniversary of the work they started.

Repwinted Jrom NDPS 'ulrrpr;hu' ‘Nm f.-u-. July. 1970

© HADLEY TO NEW PQST .

Lawrence C. Hadley. superintendent ol Yo—
semile National Park since January, 1968, left for
_\Vns‘tinuton D.C.in August where he will a

sume the posl_of assistant director for Pa.rlt

Management.

A graduate of the University of Maine,
Hadley joined the National Park Service in 1950,
He pr'eviously had served
Colonial National Historical Park, Va. and was
" chiel of information for Ihe NPS in Wasl\lnﬂon
In 1964-65.

"Nalures peace will {!ow Into you as lun:llmc
flows into trees” — John Muir.

The year of 1970 marks the S0th .

" pathize. Can Americans

as superintendent of

continued from rage one

Is Yosemite Exc:tmg?

decade there were fewer interpretive personnel in
Yosemite than-at the start] .

In the [arr of such ohs!acles lhe maglzlne
was of course dropped. Salaries formerly used to
support the park museum collections ~ historic
records. the III‘)H!I"} study skins. herbarium, Indian
artilacts, elc., were used to help the visitor instead.
\anmn nnd editorial worlt was curtailed and the
‘quality of Association publications began to de-
leriorate until now 11 ll!les are out of print because .
ﬂw\' are outr.‘aled This was the era of cxpedlcncy

—ot temporary., solutions for |onu term needs. But

- for only so long can an educational program rely
. on the material already assembled: to be of sig-
" nilicapce. it must replenish Its base of knowledge

constanily. Expediency can not last a decade.

en a new type ol visitor came—many atill
came to see the park itsell, but some cnme more
to see other visitors, and more and more had had
less ‘and less contact with any place but the city.
They requlrcd guidance to understand the ‘park
environment’ — provided at times with police

. action rather than education and interpretation.

The' visitor sulfered, and the paﬂ( suffered, and
the interpretive program could hardly expand
when so much park effort went into just helping
visitors live together .and avoid the unfamiliar
hazards of the outdoor. environment. Finally, na-
tional priorities outside Yosemite changed to the
point where significant assistance [rom [ederal

_ funding was unressonahle to expect fw years. to

come. That is where we are now:

Wouldn't it be a tragedy if the great ac-
complishnients of Olmsted, Mulr, Roosevelt, the
Sierra Club, and the. generations of park-rangers -
and naturalists were to fail now because of a lack’
ol awareness among present visitors as to what °
the park is for? Who is going to carry the message
to them? In 1970 one has to be a real optimist to
conlinue working In conservation — whether pald
or volunteer. Yet the environmental awareness that.
has recently cle\relnpecl among Americans may
jushl'y more optimism than ever. How can this

ern enthusiasm be channeled?

The Yosemite Natural History Association
offers itsell as a channel. Its objective remalns to
support the national park idea through Yosemite's
Interpretive program. The Association cannot suc-

ceed in its ol:ltcllvea however, if individuals join
primarily to receive benelits. The Association must

_emphasize programs that spread its message to

non-members; premmnbl{l members almndy cm-

e this generous today?:
Is Youmite exciting enough in the 1970's to an
them so?

Remember that the last time the Auociatlon
asked for help the response was inadequate. Since
then the number of people expressing dissalisfac
tion with the inlcrprellve program has grown. This’
scems an especlally bad time to ask Ior help. And
it is. That is why we are asking. Or pechaps, we
should say, we are offering you !he opportunity
to help. .M'ler all it's your par{.



continued from Page one

FIRE —

A-New Dimension In P(I!.l\' Management ‘

fire had caused a Jrastic response from the forest
environment. .

Toclay the environment's response to the re-
moval of wildlife is scen as an explosion of
growth in the forest understory. Instead of rela-
tively open, aesthetically uplilting and natural
forests, one is all too often ronfronled with dense
thickets of trees that are neither natural nor uplift-
ing. Wildlife habitat has diminished; the vigor
and health of the mature trees are reduced, and
some trees such as lhe giant sequoia and sugar
pine are actually in jeopardy. Forest fuel conditions

have reached such proportions that wildfires todlr :

are disastrous once l}\e) get the upper hand.

e most natural way lo correct this situation
and re-esablish the prisline appearing forests is to
work with the vital process that has been rem

" . din this case, fire. Fire Is now Belng reintroduced
using what fire scientists call a "prescription.” This

simply means putting fire back into the forest
system on bur terms. In each pr'cscril)ecl flr_e small
trees are being purpose]y killed. and large amounts
of accumlntecl potcnlial fuel consumed. Cotrectin'
the situation will not be doné easily. It will take
lime and patience. El Capilén Meadow respom]ed
almost Immcd!uicly. but the forests will take Ionaer_.
The dead trees must. cure for four to five years,

and then anothier lire will be set lo “clean i up " the

forests. Alter that a long-range burninq cycle will
be put into effect.

We stand today at a new threshold in the
‘maﬂagemrnl of park resources—one that Is ecolngl-
cal in nature, Prescribed burning Is a vital part of
this elfort to “manage for naturalness.”

e e
C_oné Appointed
Park Superintendent

Newly appointed as superintendent of Yosem-

tte, Wayne B, Cone is a graduate of Colorado
State University and joimed the National Park
Service In 1938 as a ranger at Shadow Mountain
National Recreation Area, Colorado. Other duty
stations include Rocky Mountain National Park,
Colo.: Badlands National Monument, S.D.:
Dlnosaur National Monument, Colo. and Cnrls
bad Caverns National Park, N.M.
.- He was supervisor of the Albright Tralning
Center at Grand Canyon National Park, Ariz.,
for four years and served as superintendent at
Redwood National Park since last Fcl)mary

Cone's family includes his wile, Ollie, and
- two sons Reed, 10 and Jay, 7.

'PARK AUTO ROUTES CHANGED

Rerouting of automchile traffic this summer

was the inilial step In a National Park Service
program lo reslare the characteristics and qualxliu
to Yosemite Valley which have made it esteemed
as a sancluary ol nalural beauty and serenity.
Almost immediately; a noticeable benelicial eﬂec!
was achieved. Most visilors expressed their ap-
proval verbally and in letters, and the reaction was

_generally favorable,

. primary :irculalory road lyllem In the
\ra“ey was converted to a paltern of one-way travel
to reduce the stress of trafllic and allow greater
appreclation of passing scenery. Roads in the far
easterly portion of the valley (1o Happy Isles and

Mirror Lake) were closed to private automobiles. -

In this nrea, free busing service is l)emﬂ pro

by the Yosemite Pari and Curry Cg,

conlinued fmm page ong

Walk and Talk a Bit

December 1. groups varying In number fmm a’

half dozen 1o more than fifty persons walk a on'
the lesser-known I:ywnyi of the nurlt with a Ha.l
who points oul unusual angles, rarely-seen floral
dmp'nys and “different™ Iin‘hling ellects which can
transform an ordinary Yosemite shot into one
which is unique and salisfying. Along the
they oflen pause lo notice some facet of Yuu:mile s
great outdoor museum — a flower. a bird, same bit
of evidence of the park's geological history. The
group is made aware of some of that subtle charm
which calls visitors back to Yosemite with a'de-
votion Inspired by few other places on earth. :

Olten, their most- memorable pictures are
those imprinted on the mind rather than on film,
for many non- p!mlogrnp}lcu take lhcu trips. Most
of the walks are about two miles In length and last
two or three hours, although two each week during
the summer season are all-day a"aln.
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ite Natural History Associath

P. O. Box 343,  Yoewnite National Park, CA 93350

Directos . ... . William R. Jones -
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Board of Trustess
Dana Morgenson, Cholrman i
Virginia Adams Sterding Cramer
Jomes W, Joh 1 C. Hedley

A non-peofit, educstional essociation dedicated
! ko the Inlerpreialion. of the nstwal and humaa
slory of Yomnllg National Park, in coopersiion
with the National Park Service. Contributions
\ ond donaticns are tax dedmetible.
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" Rohest Barbee 13 a Resource Management Spe- :
cialist in Yosemite. During his 12 years with the
National Park Service, he has scwed as ranger-
mlmlasl park ranger and photographer at

Rocl'y lountain, osemile apd ig Bencl
MNational Parks, and Point Reyes Nallonal
&N“hﬂ.

\% \WVilliam R. Jones. .Stall Park Naturalist for Yq-'

semite National Park and Dlrcdor ol Youml!e'
YOSEMITT MATIONAL PARK, CA 93389 Natural History Association, h
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nt most of
. ; his 11 years with the National Pnrr Service on’
CROWN PRINTING & LITHOGRAPHING ﬁ \ - the Yosemite naturalist staff afer slarting as =

OAKHURSY, CALLFORNIA

YOSEMITE PARK AND CURRY CO.

P. O. BOX 487, FRESNO, CA #3700 — (209) 2334177 park ranger in Olympic National Puk ~ )
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: . . I 1
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DEGNAN, DONOHOE, INC. ence as a photographer enab[es him to make his

P. 0. BOX 455, YOSEMITE NATIGNAL PARK, CA 95309 camera walks a rewudiqq event Ior park vl:llu-s.

A mam!wnﬁ!p in the Ymmllc anuml History Association is mo'll.-ulhsllnq and Senafldaf glfts your

friends or family could receive. Fill in the application form, o» nll‘ us @ kst of mmunndaddrenu. omfunw!ﬂ
mail a gift otrﬂfwc.h in your name.

Yosemite Natural History Assomanon
P.0. Box 545, Yosemite National Park, Celifornia 95305
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(O Individual §5 O Family 10 D Student (under'18) $250 © - [J Sustaining $20 -3 Life $100 _
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