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THE STORY OF TRAIL BUILDING IN
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

By Gatriel

Of the 800 miles of tralls that
ist within Yosemite boundaries,
'_;I far the greater part have been
ulit within the past thirty years
searching the old park records
|mnde by the state park guardians,
d the army superintendents of
national park, it became appar-
t that dependable trail history
yas exceedingly difficult to obtain
order to supply that increasing
ber of Yosemile back-country
enthusiasts with data on their fa-
ite tralls, T have azked our park
pervisor, Gabriel Sovulewski, to
ovide the following notes. With
this information az a starter, de-
e dhistory can beprepared.
Sovulewski first came to Yo-
hm.it.e in 1885 as guartermaster
mergeant with the [United States
army. In 1908 he came to the Park
us a civilian employe of the United
Btates army, and slnee that time
has held the position of park super-
vigor. Tt has been his reaponaibility
Itn make all parta of Yozemite's 1125
pquare miles amecessible, and

Sovulewski

keep them =0, After these many
years of trall building, his enthusgi-
asm for such construction wanes
not at all. Just now a trails com-
mittee appointed by Director
Mather is expressing Its beliefs re-
garding interesting foot trails along
Yosemite walls, and Mr. Sovulewski
gring like a boy as he makes his ex-
plorations in anticlpation of put-
ting nis construction gang to work.
—C. PR,

Yosemite, Calif.,, Oct. 18, 1927

C. P. Ruszell, Yosemite National
Park, Calif, Dear Mr. Russell:
Thiz is written in compliance with
your request for an outline of the
hiztory of trails constructiof
Yosemite National Parl.

Most of the trajls in the park
were blazed and constructed under
army administration under contract
by different parties, from time to
time, as allowance of appropriation
was made for that purpose by the

to Interior Department.
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The real ptoneer of trails location
and construction was Col, H C
Benzon. However, other army ofti
cers were always Favorable to trail
developments, and among these was
Col. W. Forsythe, who practically
followed Colonel Bepson's [oolsteps
wn Ehal respect

There were [ew trails that should
be called tratbls before Yozemite be-
pame a national park, with the ex-
ception of rout s between Wawona,
Glacier Point and Yosemite valley
Those tralls were the oldest and
best laid out tralls In existence
when the army took charge of Yoo
gemite park in 1801, All other trails
beyond the rim of Yosemite valley
were nothing more than cattle and
sheep tralls and burto passes.

The record of trails that were
constructed under different con-
tracts could be found in the [lles
kept by the various army superin:
tendents by whom Lhey were built

Lo 2omie cases the firet trafls have
been entirely abandoned and re-
built, and In almaost all cases they
have been improved, not as muoch
ag ought to be done, bul, as far as
maintenance funds permitted. The
contract constructed trallz that are
in existence unchanged or partly re-
bullt, are as follows:

Lakes Eleanor and Beshlve trail

Jack Maln Canyon Lrall

Lake Vernon and Tilltill Valley
trail

Tittill Mountain to Paradise Val-
ley trall

Tilden Lake frail.

Stubble Field and Kerrick Can-
von trail.

Bear Valley trail

Rancheria Mountain to Pleazant
Yalley trail.

Pleasant Valley to Rodgers Can-
yvon trail.

Rodgers Canvon to Benson Lake
trail.
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Beary Pass trail

Matterhorn and
trail,

Burro Pass and Matterhorn Grall

McGee Lake traill,

Glen Aulin to Matterhorn trall

Cathedral  Pass  and  Sunrise
Mountain,

About four miles of Clouds Rest
trail.

Conness Mountain and Mono Pazss
trail.

Parker Pass trail {in part).

MeClure Fork, Vogelsang Pass,
BEvaelyn Lake and Ireland.

Craek trail iwhich Is partly aban-
doned ),

Mono Meadow and old Buck
Camp trail via Crescent and John
aon Lalke, also branch to Ostrander
lake.

Isberg pass and Fernandez pass
traila were partially thrown out-
gide of the park when park boun-
daries were changed. The same
was true of thoze tralls leading to
Devil's Post Pile, Agnew Meadows
and Parker pass. The remaining
portions of Fernandez and Isberg
Pass traila were sither abandoped
or rebullt entirely

All the above mentioned contrac:
trails hawve been relocated, rebullt
or partially Aimproved.

The trafls which were Incated and
built by me under different admin
fstratlons, army and civilian, be
tween August 12, 186, and October
1, 1927, are as follows:

Benson Paszs

Tenaya Canyon from Mirror Lake
to Tenava Lake, approximately
twelve and one-half miles

NMorth Dome trall from Yosemite
Paoint ta junction of Tenays Lake
trall at Snow Creek, about nine
miles,

Heteh Hetehy trail from junction
of Eagle Peak trall to Heteh
Hefchy wia Harden Lake anpd
Smith's Meadowa to Hetch Hetchy
—anboul twenty miles
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Merced Lake trail from junetion
of Cloud's Rest trail to Merced
Lake—seven and one-half miles,

Washburn Lake trail, from Mer-
ced Lake to Washburn Lake and
Lyell Fork of Merced river above
Wasghburn Lake—{ive miles

Babeock and Emerick Lakes trail
from junctiom of McClure's Fark
trail to the head of Rafferty Creek
Pasz and to Lyell Fork of the Tuaol
umne river—twelve miles

Donohue Paszs trall from the
Junetion of Ireland Creek at Lyell
Faork to Donochue Pass—six miles,

Ireland Creek trail, along Treland
Creek to Ireland Lake—three miles

Buena Vista trail, from junction
of Glacier Point trall via Buena
Vista Creelk, Buena Vista Lake,
Royal Arch Lake, to Buck Camp—
fourteen and one-half miles.

Merced Pass trail from junction
of Mono Meadows trail to Merced
Pasza and Moraine Meadows trail
Junction—twealve miles.

Short cul from Mono Meadows
Ford over Illilcuette Cresk to june-
tion of Merced Pass trall—two
miles.

Fernandez Pass trail, from Fer
nandez Pass via Moraine Meadows
te Buck Camp— ten miles.

Ten Lakes trail from junction of
Heteh Hetchy trail win Yosemite
Creek to Ten Lakes—nine and one-
half miles,

Tuolumne Canvon trail from the
Junetion of Hetch Hetchy trail al
Darlk Hole via Lukens Lake, Pate
Valley, Glen Aulin to Soda Bprings
and Tuolumne Meadows — thirty
milea.

Pate Valley wvia Piute Creek to
Junction of Plexsant Valley and
Rodgers Canyon trail—five milea

Foravthe Pags trall from junction

MNOTES 27

GABRIEL 20VULEWSKI

Dean of the Yosemite National

Park Btaff

of Bunrise mountain trail to Lake
Tenaya and branch to Cloud's Rest
—eight miles.

Ledge Trail to Glacier Point.

Relocated and rebullt about three
milea of Cloud's Rest trail, also re-
loeated and rebuilt about two miles
of Half Dome trall, and about three
or four miles through Little Yosem-
ite to Lost Valley.

Rebuilt Vernal and Nevada Falls
from Sllver Apron Bridge to the
top of Nevada Falls.

Rebuilt, improved and relocated
entirely 3000 feet of Yosemite Falls
trail
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Relocated and rebuill portions of
trail between Nevada Falls and
Glacier Point.

In 1911 four miles of trall from
the North Dome trall near Indian
«Creek to the Tioga road at Porcu
pine Flat was constructed.

The old 1855 trall from Yosemite
Valley to Old Lonspiration Polnt was
relocated and rebuilt,. This new
trail Is about four miles in length
and starts at the Pohono Bridge

Rebuilt and replaced all bridges
on trailz around the rim of the val-
ley and on the floor of the valley,
with the exception of Pohons, El
Capitan and Clark's Bridge,

Widened, Improved, graded, grav-
eled and rebuilt all roads on the
floor of the valley with the excep-
tion of four or five mlles between
Pohono Bridge and 0ld Village,
which was rebullt under contract
with our engineer in charge.

Located and buill Mirror Lake
road from junction shove Tenays
Creek Bridge along Tenayva Creek
to Mirror Lake.

Located and bullt about fourteen
milea of foot and bridle paths on
the floor of the valley.
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Relocated and rebuilt Mather Sta-
tion road from junction of Tiogs
road to Mather Stallon—approxi-
mataly six miles,

Improv.d, relocated in places, and
reduced gradez on sl mountain
roads  within park limits.  Alse
worlked oo eight miles of road out-
alde of park limils between Wa-
wonia and Mariposa Grove.

It Is quite Impossible to give an
account of all work done during the
twenty-five years ur more in na
thonal parks, in the army and in
givil life. It iz oecessary to bear
In mind that the credit is naol all
due Lo me, even though | did work
hard. Maost of these improvemonts
were made on my suggestion, and
sometimes al my insistence | share
the credil with all superintendents
under whom 1 have served. They
gave me [reedom to do the work
which T have enjoyed Immensely

Perzonally, I conzider it the
groatest consolatlon and happlness
in life to love one's wark. On that
account I can claim no unusual
credit to myself, for [ have found a
pleasure in doing these Lthings
Sincerely vours,

GABRIEL SOVULEWSEKL

WESTERN

Just now Yosemite-bound tour-
ists are much impressed by the
glory of the multi-colored lower
Merced canyon, Every plant of the
region has responded to the rising
temperature and apring raina. Rich
grasses carpet the slopes and im-
miense beds of gold, blue, red and
white [lowers mottle the canyon
walls, The Red-Bud that presant
leafless, shrubby growth ig at the
height of its glory and many gquesa-
tions regarding it are ashed.

Its flowers are red-purple and
enfold the branches in a perfect
blaze of beauty. Close examination
of the blosaoms reveals their sim-
flarity to swoet poase and hints at

RED BUD

g relationzhip to acaclia. The leaves
will not appear until later and even
then the shrub will be very attrac-
tive for the blossoms will be re-
placed by clusters of long purple
pods, which will dreop gracefully
among the leavesa,

A related specles of this genus,
cercis, grows in Palestine, Accord-
ing to tradition it produced white
flowers originally, but the traitor
Judas, hanged himself from its
limha, and the tree blushed pink
with shame,

Local Indiansg use the slender
twigs of the Slerra species in bas-
kot making.
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FARE OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE
By George M. Wright

What of the lordly eagle! Hiseve
Iz plercing bright, superb hla grace
in flight: and majesty is
bearing when he deigns to stand
on earth, His nest is up among
the castle crags, his domain the
sky. No other flying creature
dares to challenge his kingdom of
ether.

But what of the roval appetite?
Fact and fancy interwoven through
many a legend recount the fearless
marauder's fancies for such sizable
pray as lambs, fawns, calves and
even some weakened adult indl
viduals of these same animals.

No eagle ever took wing over
scenes of more impressive grand-
eur than do those which soar about
the domes of Yosemite, Here, If
any place, they should be epicures.
But alas! By actual observation,
cirrion carcasses of deer seem to
be the leading article of diet, on
a wery plebeian menu, The birds
keep one eye on the old garbage
dump even though their spirit buls
them soar to heaven, and they soon
make light work of any bodies
brought there for disposal.

Last winter three golden eagles
woie discoversd at the lower end
of the valley feeding on a young
buck which had evidently  been
killed by 8 passing motorist, So
great was their consterpation at
thus being surprised in their gour-
mandry that one of them flew rlght
into the oncoming car confusedly
bhut determinedly enongh to sus-
thin a hroksn wing The eagle in
the zoo relishes his prepared diel

in his-

Far from chafing in bondage with
wild zpirit ever yearning to be free,
this bird recently refused proffered
liberty In favor of the sheltered
life and a certain dinner bell

Though the apparent predilection
for carrion may only be a result of
the exigencles of winter, Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Michael report that
in geven years of elose observation
of eagles in Yosemite they have
never seen one attack any living
thing.

This seems to be the general ex-
perience even in other localities.
During a recent [field expedition
among the mountaing of the Alas-
kan Range, where golden eagiea
abound, they were seen almost

every day and all day long fom
three months, Through all that
time, though marmots screamed

and lambs of the mountain sheep
scrambled to cover whenever the
eagles planed inte sight around the
shoulder of a mountain, not even
ong attempt to make & catch was
noted,

Not to rob Yosemite's eagles of
one bit of romantic glory {after all
nobody could shake this king of
birds from the throne so pre-emim-
ently hisl. but Lo ascoriein the sei-
ontific facts concerning tneir food

hkabits, It I8 to bhe hoped that m-we
definite information will come w
light in the future. The gaolden

eagle ia fast vanishing His status
would prafit if it could be shown
that stockmen and hunters have
bilnckened his rharacter nnjustly ar
te unreazonable axtent in the past
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MARKING HISTORIC SPOTS
By C P. Russeli

The Nalive Sons organization of
Cailfornia has {or some years past
gugaged In the laudable enterprizse
of pimcing markers on the sites of
historle happeuings, settlements
and Huildings within the state. Re
eently a committes has investigated
the desirability of marking such
spota that exist in the vicinity of
Merced, Mariposa 2nd the “Bouth-
ern Mines"

One spot In the ¥Yosemite region
that should by all means be given
consideration by this committoe is
the =ite occupied by the first trad
ing station malintained by James D
Savage of Yosemite dlscovery [ame.
This station was established on the
South Fork of the Merced river In
1848, It waz thers that the Ffirst
Indian troubles orlginated, which in
1851 brought about the discovery of
Yosemite walley., Today the place
and events are unheard af, yet both
are of utmost significance in the
gtory of human happenings In the
Yosemite country—a story in which
increasing thousands are manifest-
ing an interest.

Reference to the activities of J.
D), Savage, most prominent of Marl-
posa pioneers, ls fragmentary in-
deed. However, that invaluable ac-
count of very early human affairs
in the Mariposa country, “Discovery
of the Yosemite,” by Lo H. Bunnell,
gives information on the man that
is  seized upon by present-day
searchers.

Bunnell has this to say of that
first mear-Yosemite settlement:

“My recollections of those early
days are [rom personal observa-
tiona and information derived from
the eurlier zettlers of the Ban Joa-
guin valley, with whom T was per
gonally acqguainted in the mining

camps, and through business con-
nections; and also from comrades
in Lthe Indian war of 1800-51. Among
these settlers was owne James D
Savape, g trader, who in 1848-50 was
located in the mountains near the
mouth of the South Fork of the
Merced river, some fifteen miies
below the Yosemite valley,

“At this point, engaged in gold
mining, he had employed a party of
native Indians. HEarly in the séa
zon - of 1850 hils trading post and
mining camp were attacked by a
band of Yosemite Indians. This
tribe, or band, elaimed the territory
in that wvicinity, and attempted to
drive Savage off. Their real object,
however, was plunder, They were
congidered treacherovns and danger
ousd, and ware very troublesome to
the miners generally.

“Bavage and hi=s Indian miners re-
pulsed the attack and drove off the
marauders, but from this ocour-
rence he no longer deemed the loca-
tion desirable. EBEeing fully aware
of the murderous propensities of
his aggailantz, he removed to Mari-
posa creek, not far from the june-
tion of the Agua Fria, and near
the site of the Old Stone Fort”

The Maripoza creek station ans

one on the Fresno were later at.
tacked and several attendants
killed, These depredations weie

the culminating events which pre-
cipitated the Indian war and
brought about the discoavery of Yo-
semite wvalley. But the earlier af
falr on the Bouth Fork of the Mer-
ced was, quite svidently, the begin.
ning of hostilities so far as Savage
waa concerned, Today a half mil
lion people annuzlly hurry by the
mouth of the Scuth Fork of the
Merced, in thelr Yosemite-bound
motor cars. An appropriate marler
placed on the All-Year Yosemite
highway at or near the hridge over
the Socuth Fork would serve to re-
mind us of those picturesque pio-
neer days and would perpetaate the
name of James D Savage. who
commanded the Mariposa Battalion
in ita dizeovery of Yosemite valley
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CALIFORNIA’S STATE BIRD

By

C. P. Russell

The California poppy is our State flower, the Sequoln gigantea Is
gpongored by the American Green Cross for cur State tree, our State
flag carries a figure of the extinet Californis grizesly bear, and now a
state-wide campalgn Is announced for the election of an officlal State

bird.

Organization and individual votes are to be recognized by the State
bird commitiee of the California Auwdubon Society, California members
of the Yosemite Natural History Association are urged to make their
favorite birds known Lo Mrs, F, T, Bicknell, California Audubon Society,
310 South Normandie Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif,

In making a choice of a bird
typleal of the Golden State we
ghould avoid the possibility of zome
time finding that bird threatened
with extermination. Californians
long ago destroyed the lest of the
agnificent grizzly bears  which
were once suificientiy  typical of
our mountains and plains to be
chosen as the emblem for our State
flag. Now, the last representative
of the bear family, the black bear,
I8 legally slaughtered In unllmdted
fiumbers, and at all seasons. Cali-
fornia gives no protection whatever
| to the boar, one of her most inter-
eebting mammals. 'The officlal bird
should be one that iz at all times
[ protected by State lxws: one that
breeds In Callfornia, and is known
for its plumage, song, friendly na-
ture, or wvaluable habits of living;
onie that is loved throughout the
‘Btate by the public.
|.Btunhird. Symhaol of Happiness
Thiz voler has already voiced his
preference for the Western blue-
hird. Tt has long been known as o
prmbol of happiness and has been
slogized in prose and song unt? it
I loved by all. Mozt certainly Cali-
fornin 18 a State of happiness, and
no bird that we might seolect will
oonvey more significant thought to
altizens of olher commonwealths
At one penson or pnother the bBlue
blrd In found on California helghis
and in our lowianda, Tt pleasing

habits and manner are above re-
proach  which guarantee asafety
from lax lawmakers and gunners.
It is truly as characterlstic as some
of the candidates that now head
the list, and to my noticn much
mare pleasing.

Other birds that have been sug-
gested follow:

California qualfl,

Callfornia woodpecker,

Red-zhafted flicker,

Anna hummingbird,

Bullock oriols,

Groen-backed goldfinch,

California brown towhee,

Callfornia thrasher,

Canyon wren,

Wroan-tit,

California condar,

Diesert aparrow hawlk,

Road-runner.

Western kingbird,

Californla purple finch,

Black-headed grosbeak,

Western tanager,

Avdubon warbler,

Water ouzel,

Ruzsset-backed thrush,

Buzh-tit
School Teachers May
Ajd Campaign

The campaign will not terminate
until the end of 18928, School teach-
ern mny do much for ornithology
by uning this opportunity Lo Intar-
ol Uhele pondle In hisds,
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ACCESSIONS IN FEBRUARY
By C. P. Russell

Mrs. C. W. Hill, daughter of the
artist, Thomas HIl, has presented
booklets, “The Last Bpike" and
“Catalog of Paintings by Thomas
HIill," as well B3 numerous news
clippings pertsining to the artist's
life and death.

A photograph of Markeas Hedges,
builder of the Cosmopolitan House
in 1870, was donated by H. B
Hedges, Mr, Hedges also gave n
photo of George Munros, noted eol-
ored driver of early Yosemite
stages.

W. A, Chalfant gave copies of his
historical books, "The BStory of
Inyo" and “Outposts of Civiliza-
tion."

&, E. Reynolds added to our serieas
of splendidly bound “Out-o-Door
Bectlon” of the Btockton Record by
presenting a file of the 1827 num-
bers. It is bound uniformly with
the volumes of the four preceding
vearg possezsed by the museum.

A photogtatic copy of map of
Lake mining district (Mammoth),
Mono eounty, Callfornia, was pre-
sented by Francis P. Farguhar
This rare map s useful In studying
the hiztory of the region east of
Yosemite,

The Yosemlte Natural History
Assorcintion presented the following
historical books:

“The California Magazine” Vol
1, 1880, bound.

“Deck and Port” by W. Colton,

“California Life IMNMustrated™ by
William Tavlor (about 1B80).

F. W. Schlageter of Mariposa
gave the following valuable photo-
graphs pertaining to the history of
the Yosemite region:

Mariposa Brass Band that accom-
panied Presldent Grant to Yosemite
in 18T,

Btereozcopie view of Maripozsa
Catholic Church and Maripoas
mina.

Btereoscoplie view by O, Bierstadt.
placer mining by Chinamen.

Btereoscopie view, Rock Cottage
in ¥Yosemite.

Stereoscople view, Tozemite Falls

Stereoscopic view, cutting section
of Sequola In Calaveras Grove, for
1878 Centennial, Philadelphia.

Photograph of Frank Kinney of
Yosemite's "Kinneyville.”

Photograph of Thomas Lind, Yo
semite guide, at Stoneman House.

Photograph of Cook's Hotel (orig-
inally Black's Hotel) of Yosemite

Photograph of Nathan Phillips,
“Pike,"” well-known Yosemite guide
of early days.

Photograph of “Pike" and James
Laurence, who killed “"Bush-Haad
Tom."

Photograph of Mariposa county
offleinls, 1887

Photograph of Mariposa Hotel
and erowd of Mariposans, 1887,

Photograph of Galen Clark at
Wawona Tree tunnel.

Photograph of Washburn broth-
ers, Galen Clark and others In Mari-

poza Grove,

In addition to thess photographs
Mr. Schlageter gave a copy of
Hartwell & Mitchell's “Yaosemite
Valley,” 1883. Two exceedingly

rare and valuable watercolor paint-
inga made In Mariposa in 1859 were
lent for our uze. Omne of these [s
a large painting of the Maropisa
Hatel, which was operated by Mr.
Schlageter's father, Herman . Schia-
geter in 1859, The hotel has been
possesaed by the Behlagaters
through these years, and is still a
landmark of Mariposa. The second
painting i3 a large gpeneral view of
the town of Mariposa aa it appeared
im 1858, Both of these paintings
are said to have been made by A
Schwartz, and they are much more
interesting than these few words
might Tead one to belleve.

George B, Lind, county treasurer
of Maripoza county, has presented a
Watkins portrait of Galemn Clark
and two watercolor paintings
signed A Schwartz, Mariposa, 15859,
One of these {8 an "Inside view of
shaft Mo, 1 of Ben Mocke and
Seale's section of the Mariposa vein
A pocket of 526,000 was struck here
on the 14th of July, 1858, at a depth
of forty feet, by F. Howeall and
Lind hrothers, working s=aid shaft
on sharea"” The second colored
drawing iz mutilated, but iz sn
titled “Ountsgide wview of shaft of
Ben Morke and Seale's sectinn af
the Marlposa wvein. A pooket of
£26,000 wazs struck here on the 14th
of July, 1858, at a depth of forty
feol by F. Howell and Lind broth-
ern, working amild shaft on ahares
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CALIFORNIA

iend:

Here are three good ressons why you should
a member of the Yosemite Natural History Asso-

It will keep you in touch with
Yosemite through "Yosemite Hature
Notes".

It offers you opportunity to se-
cure NATUEE MAGAZINE, AMEHICAN
FORESTS AND FOREST LIFE, or both,
at an unprecedentad low price.

You materially aid a non-profiting
Government educational activity
{The Yosemite Hfuseum and its at-
tendant nature gulde service) when
you remit your membership fee.

Please read a ssmple of "Yosemite Nature
gonsider our purposes, and don't overloock the
i of the combination offers with the American
\gspciation and the American Forestry Associa-
Remit by check or money order.

Cordially yours,

C. P, Russell
Fark Naturalist






