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Preface

What is a peak registekd t 6s | i ke a guest btodhe at
summitsign their names and perhaps make a comment or YWioy would one

want to waste time on a book of signature¥® have reasons: o8ie guests
wrote interesting thinggdditional informatioron some of the ascenddras been
addedin this book and one seedacts which may have general interest. The
reader familiar with California rock climbing wiBeenamesin the Starr King
registerghat have a place in the history of Yosemdek climbing and elsewhere.

The skeptic may also ask, with so many peaks is there anything special about Mt.
Starr King and its place in climbing history®arr King is located near Yosemite
Valley and, being a relatively inaccessible summit, was a target of early climbers.
The appeal of the peak ha&nduredthrough the years and generation after
generatiorhasclimbedit. As techniques improvedew and more difficult routes
were put up. The approach distance ssichthat the climbsareremote and not
overrun. Finally, the climbresult in a true mountain summit, something which
many Yosemite Valley rock climbs do not realizeoped climbingwas used for
about 95 percerdf the ascents in the registavoks

The Sierra Club placed a loose leaf sign in register on Mt. Starr King in 1931. It
was replaced in 1937 with a bound book. Of those who climbed the gimak,

1364 entries were made in the registers from 1931 through 1Bi84registers

were removedy Mark Spencéraround1992and given tdRobin Ingraharhwho

sent the original to the BancroftLibrary in Berkeley | understand that two
newer registers are now on the peak and cover the period 1981 to the present
(2011).

In September 1970 the Sierra Club Board of Directors designated The Bancroft
Library of the University of California at Berkeley as the official depository for

1 Author of Southern Yosemite Rock Climisigh ShirleySpencer

2 Robin Ingraham mountaineer, graphic designer, photographic artist, and peak
register preservationist had an article in the National Geographic Adventure magazine
and Sierra, the Sierra Club publication, about saving old peak registers.
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t he clubods archives. The |l arge <col |l
memor abilia known as the fASierralClul
one wishes to see the Starr King Regisiteqzerson onemayvisit the library and
requestthe Sierra Club Peak Register for Mt Starr KIGRTALOG RECORD
BANC MSS 71/293carton 17. Alternatively, one may purchase a copy of the
microfilm of the filesor downloadthis book.

I ran across the registers when researching a biography of Williamnigat
grandfather anthe man who climbed Mt. Starr King more times than anyone else
as recorded in tlse tworegisters. After the biography was completé,decided

the registers would have general interest, especially if associated with events anc
accomplishments of the lives of the people who had made their jottings. | felt |
was competent to make this effort because | had been a rock climber with ascent:
at Yosemite Valley and Tahquitz Rock as well as having practiced bouldering at
Stoney PointhearChatsworthand Indian Rock in Berkeley. In a quick scan of the
register,| recognized a number of names, many of some fame in the world of
Yosemite rock climbing.

The registers haveurprises. For example, an argumeats held about who
climbed the peak in the early days. The greatest number ascenders in winter, no
necessarily an easy or safe thing to do, came not from the mountaineering elite,
but from mass outings of students from a small college. Some lonely men left
notes asking others to contact thénguaranteed not to get much of a result
considering the average number of ascenders was aoper year for the 51
years of the registers, and the average number of women was four! Famous
climbers, physicists, mathematicians, authors, and several who had been or woulc
be incarcerated made the climb. An interesting group, to be sure.

Social change was evident in the registétarly register entries had no references

to drugs, gross humor or impolite languageone has something to anticipate in
reading. The register is an historic document, and nothing was deleted from the
actual pages. However, | retained editorial control over the transcription and did
not render somgratuitous profanity | alert the reader in those cases.

| made this book a personal writing by putting in remembrances and comments
someplaces | crossreferenced names to a list of first ascents in Yosemite Valley
at the Yosemite Climbing Associatidors  w e Whicts was eompiled by Ed
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Hartouni Many who climbedMit. Starr King were climbers of note. | focused on

the Yosemite Valley area when looking to see what else a person who ascendec
Mt. Starr King may have donéor Yosemiteis viewedby manyasthe litmus test

for rock climbing. There were also those without Yosemite credentials who
climbed Starr King and went on to other mountain areas of the world. And some
died on climbs, both in Yosemite and elsewhere.

The character adheclimbers who made it up Mt. Starr Kigis been rounded out

a little using thelnternet as a reference, andmesearches produced surprising
results of interesting careerdswish | could have said more about everyone who
signed in, but it is hard to find information that can be pegged to a name unless
there are clues in the entry. For example, Bill Hooker put the initials for the
American Alpine Club and the Harvard Mountaineering Club by his namk, so
could find out a lot about him. His partner was Fred Smith, but without other
information it was impossible to find out more about him as there are many Fred
Smithés to be found on an I nternet se
they marry breaking the trail of identity for the casual researcher, so additional
information about themmay be impossible to find

| spent more time on the early entries because this is a book of history, and as time
fades the older information becomes harder to find.

One might view this as a stream of consciousness book about the register.
Everyone wasnodét treated the same, be
than the day beforeThe registes should be considered a work of fiction to some
degree. No one swore to tell the truth when he or she signed the ragidter
added commentsind some didot.

Bill Amborn
amborns@gmail.com
Santa Rosa California
Decembef3, 2025



The stories about Starr King are not so much the actual climbs, but the
people who made the climbMark Goebel



This book is dedicated to the memory of William Kearly Yosemite
climber,

September 1937 William Kat in
Yosemite

and tothosewho havemadeit up the peakand thosewho will make it
up the pealone day..



Climbing is dangerous. Climb at your own risk.

You can be seriously injured or killed in thigctivity.
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How to Read This Book

This book is designed to be read wathichregister page facinigs transcription for
easy back and forth. If you are reading it on a computer, set the view for two
pages.
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Statistical Tables and Graphs

Tabulations of facts about ascents of Mt. Starr Kiaxg stated in the entriefer
the 51 yearsf theregisters reveal interesting trends and behavior. For thiase
wish to godirectly to thetables, they are listed below:

1. Number of Climbers Ascendinfgt . St arr Kiéregg élB9 Ye
2. Number of Ascents byéReetdbé éefl5the
3. PercenCl i mbs by Route Talken.éoén. é85he L
4. PercenClimbs by Approacii ak e 6 é é ¢ é é é € ¢é é ....100
Number of Ascents RerééCéédnbéedlbééé

5.
6. Number of Ascents hgpéPaeptgéBildZeéé
7

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

The tables and graplsescattered through the book to fill blank pages.
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A Short History of Mt. Starr King

Mt. Star Kin, 9081., from the Glacier Point Road in a thunderstorm

Tectonic platesbumped and one slipped under the athtBne ear t hds
crinkled upwards and plutongiant bubbles of magma, formeuhd ascended
slowly in the general uplift beneath the overlaying sedimentary rdtksplutons
cooled to granite,and through the ages thlwerlaying soft rock surface was
rubbed clean by wind, water amce reveahg the granite domesf the Sierra
Nevada. Eons pass.

Humanity in large numbers descended on California for gold in 1848 and explored
everything over the next few yedooking for the intriguing yellow metal The

13



Yosemite area, first visited by organizeavel in 1855, became widely known for

its beauty.One visitor was Thomas Starr King Unitarian minister in San
Francisco who was struck by the beauty of Yosermite coined a phrase,
fYosemitebBe soul 0 to describe the bes
beaut i f uimnerfedlingsnatarrdmg campaigned for Lincoln for President
and Stanford for governor of Californile was a anttslaveryunionist and after

his deatha peak was named for him near Yosemite Valley, Mt. Starr King.

Althoughnot visible fromthe floor of Yosemite ValleyMt. Starr King presents a
striking view from the road to Glacier Pointhe peakis also visiblefrom Half
Domeif one hikes the trail to the topt. Starr Kingwas considered inaccessible
by earlygeological surveys, so the question yweiso would climb i?

The Firstthrough Fourth Ascens

From recentresearch by Harv Galicthe first ascent of Mt. Starr King was by
George BakeBayley, Sidney Vanuxe SmithandManuel Floresn August1876

a change to what was in thadely acceptedhistorical recordTheir routewent up
the northeast sidehich is theleft-hand skylineof the domewhere the trees reach
the highest poinds seelin the photograph on the preceding page.

The second ascemtas made by George B. Bayley and James Dix @ehon
June 25, 1877 This was originally said, in error, to be the first ascent.

8 Harv Galig "Earliest Ascents to the Summi:t
at http://starrking.s3websiteuswest1l.amazonaws.com/ Since 1932 the first
ascenders of Mt Starr King were given erroneously as G.B. Bayley and E.S. Schuyler,
based on théMountaineering Not@sby Francis Farquhapp 115118, Sierra Club
Bulletin, February, 1932. Farquharote his article about the early climbing history

of Mt. Starr King, but he lacked critical pieces of evidence which Harv Galic
together irhiswell-documented paper.

4 Letter dated July 11, 1880 from J.D. Scter to the Editor of theSacramento Bee
published July 14, 1880 about his ascent with Baiyie}877. He alscsaysthat on the

first ascent Bayley was with two others, H.C. Smith and a MexiCareful research

by Harv Galicled to identifying thetwo as Sidney Vanuxem Smith and Manuel
Flores.
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The third ascentvas madevia the southeast saddie 1877 on August 23 by
George AndersgnJames Hutchingand J. B. LembertAndersonwas the man
who pioneered the first ascent of Half Dgravse towhere the cables run today
and he and his party were surprised to find evidens@mwieone having beam

the summit of Mt. Starr Kindpefore themThe next day the peak was ascended
again by Anderson and Hutchings who brought Mrs. A.L. SweettantdS.A.
Walkerwith them The Anderson routapproximateshe righthand skyline from
the obvious saddle between the loweo domes againas seen ithe photograph
on pagel3.

No published accounts of ascentdMt. Starr Kingbetweenl877and1931were
generally knownwhen interest revived in climbing the peakhe Register
Committee of the Sierra Clula conservation organization formed in 1892 by
John Muirand othersdecided toplace an aluminum box with a registan the
summit so those who climbed could record their ascént July 4" 1931, three
climbersplace the box and register

Are Sierra ClubPeak Registerdlanaged

Registershave beerplaced in a wild unsupervise@&nvironment, so they may be
damagd by weather, vandalizethken or pags torn outfor souvenirs Here is
what some said about treatment of 8tarr Kingregister in the register itself

Dec 31, 1963 Some dolt left the register box upside down so the book
is soaking wet

1973 Pl ease donét rip out pages
names...

To be fair, he 1963 entry does not mean the people in the preceding entry in the
register are dolts. Someone else who did not sign the register may have left the
box improperly securedThe effect of wetting the book was taakeentries of

many peak ascendedifficult to read The 1973entry says a person with
knowledge of the register noticed pages missing
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Another type of activity that might be classified as register abuse is the entry of
bogus namesAlthough Januss asurname, if it is associated with the first name
of Hugh thecombination raises suspicion.

If a peakregister is filled then it may leave the summitThe disposition of
registerss something of a mystery tmanyclimbers The Board of Directors of
the Sierra Clulvoted toplacethe club's historical recordgith The University of
Californiad 8ancroft Libraryin 1970. The firsdonationincludedsomesummit
registers.The Bancroft saysegisters continue to be added to the collection by
club members and other individealOn the other hand, was toldthe Sierra
Peaks Section of the Sierra Clbld a policy to donate retired registers to the
library atthe University of California at Los Angele3he ultimate disposition of

a registermay be a matter of lucland, as noteth an entryin the Mt. Starr King
Register, a matter of frustration to some peak ascenders who wonder what
happened to that great old regidtexy saw before or heard about:

9/6/80 1:20 PM. Great register. Nothing is worse than the Sierra Club
continually taking down the re

A note on a folder indicates thdtet registers in this book were given to the
Bancroft Libraryin 1992 by the Sierra Peaks Section of the Sierra,@dubyears
after removal from the peakAs mentioned in the Prefacthe registers were
removed and ultimately sent to the Bancroft Library about 1992 by Mark Spencer
who said, i Mt . Starr King is probabl
and intact register history. | checked my copy of the register and did not find
anything different than what you were providég microfilm from the Bancroft
Library]. When | removed theegister, Robin Ingrahamhotocopied the entire
book, senthe copiego meand must have sent the original to the Bancroft, where
y ou f o ungrdham has & web site which has information about register
preservation atttp://robiningraham.com/summitregisters.htmi

All register pages quoted or reproduced here are &amcrofilm roll of the Mt.

Starr King Register, Sierra Club Mountain Registers and Records, BANC MSS
71/293c, The Bancroft LibrayyUniversity of California, Berkeley. Each page
contains its own dates if a specific reference is requirétie quality of the

5 Author of Southern Yosemite Rock Climiish Shirley Spencer
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reproduction reflects what was on the microfilirhe microfilm size is 35mm and
| scanned imore or less the way one would scan slides.

Recorded History the Registers
The format of this book puts hand written entrfiesn the registeon one page,
and the same information transcribed into ty/fext onfacing page. In addition

to the register itself, footnotes and additional tegialso included.

We begin with the first register, a loelsaf notebook, place by three climber
EldonDryer, WarrenLoose andluddBoynton on July 4, 1931.
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The Loose Leaf Register
19311937
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;jl‘he Sierra C

o MW&W_ feet.

THOSE VISITING THIS POINT ARE INVITED TO
& REGISTER THEIR NAMES, ADDRESSES
AND DATE OF ASCENT

It is parlicularly requested that nothing be written in this Register
the date and the names and addresses of those making
If there are features of your trip that are of general
Sierra Club will be very glad to receive an account of
letter.

the
The Sierra Club has placed this Register at this point in order that you
record your ascent and in order that the Club may collect data
ing the number of people that make this climb and the locality
whence they come.

Penciled records are less apt to become illegible than ink. In case
pencil attached to this register has become lost, will you not kindly
put omne in its place.

i
i

£

it

this Register by any thoughtless or malicious person, will aid the
Club in its efforts.

Any communication regarding this box or its contents, particularly if the
Wummmummu

THE SIERRA CLUB
OF CALIFORNIA

hmmuu—ummmmammmu

ﬂwumwh;u-ummum

of the people and the Government in preserving the forests and other natural festures
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains.
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1931

Eldon Dryer placed theSierra Clubregister withwarrenLooseandJuddBoynton
on July 41931 They carried thaluminummetal box with them to the summit
along with loose leaf register sheets and the title page wahsge

Two paragraphsf the title pageare noteworthy:

filt is particularly requested that nothing be written in this Register except
the date and names and addresses of those making the ascent. If there al
features of your trip that are of general interest, The Sierra Club will be
very glad to receive an account of the same by letter.

The Sierra Club has placed this Register at this point in order that you
may record your ascent and in order that the Club may collect data
regarding the number of people that make this climb antbtadity from
whence they come. 0

In hindsight onemight take exceptioto the request thatsers only puhames and
addressem the registeandrefrain from making other commens you read the
register,you will look forward to commenfs and wish for more Regardinguses

of the colleced data nathing was associated with the register filkom the
Bancroft Library and | never saw anything in Sierra Club publications through
the years Perhaps this book will fulfill thaintended use

The next page is the first entry writtday Eldon Dryerabout the time of the
placement of the register boxDryer wrote what he believed was the history of
ascents oMt. Starr King As we know from earlier in this book (page 14), Dryer
was incorrect in his historical statememhe first party to climb Mt Starr King
consisted of George B. Bayley, Sidney V. Smith and Manuel Flores.

20
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1877 Capt. Anderson \
1877 Mr. Hutchings \ Firstparty to climb Starr King
1877 Mrs. Hutchings / Climbed by soatht aided by iron key
Three others [ bolts driven intagranite
I
54 years

(Invention of rubber soled shges

|
6/25/31 Warren Loos& R2 Box 333 Fontana Calif
6/25/31 Eldon Dryef, 815 Columbia Pomona Calif
Second party to climb Ascended from North East side. Used
Keds to gain our traction. Found no records except cairn built
by first party.
7/2/31  H. Hopkins Hollywood Cal.
(Entry by Drye)

(Found parts of flag pole erected by Capt. Anderson)

*PLEASE IGNORE THE 1877ANDERSON/HUTCHINGS ENTRIES *

Dryer6s comment s earlyascdnts of Me Stdrri King waerey  «
incorrect. The correct information about the first four ascents § on pages 14

and 15 of this book The ascent by Loose and Dyewuld have beethe fifth
ascent of the peakut it was probably the eighthhe first ascent is restated here:

George B. BayleySidney Vanuxem Smithand Manuel Floreswere the first,
ascending Mt. Starr King by the northeast sidéigust1876, according to the
historical record. Their route went up the left hand skyline of the dome where the
trees reach the highest point as seghérphotograph on page 13.

5Warren Looseds other ascents of Starr
" Dryer also ascended Starr King on July 4, 1931
22



Dryer mentionedthe use of rubbersoled shoesOne might think rubber soled
shoes weran innovationthat tookplace close to 193which mademore frequent
ascentsof Mt. Starr King possible. However, rubber soled shoes were in the
process of developments early at he | at As tilnd WebBténghe U.S.
Rubber Company came up with a shoe they first c&lkdks, butiue to trademark
issuesan alternative name of Kedss selected andassmarketed a$neakers in
1917. The shoeswere called Sneakers because every other type of shoe made
noise when one walked, except moccasiné.one wonders what type of shoes
were in vogudor mountaineerindyefore rubber soled boots, a common type of
footwear for the moutains was leather saend heetd bootsvhich had hobnails
protrudingfrom the bottoms These gave excellent tractionthe forest and on
show but onYosemiterock werenot effective

Dryerd s a sthatno one lwad been up the peak since Ikf¥feratd a dispute.
Richard Leonardwell known in the San Francisco Bay Area Sierra Club climbing
circles,made this comment in the registeferring to recent history

6/28/32¢ | have heard ddforead31. 1 east t wo
Boyntonmade a rebuttab Leonard

July 7, 1932Judd Emery Boyntgr2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Calif
It is not true that this dome has been climbed prior to 1931 by
anyone except the Anderson party. | have met several who have
claimed to have climbed, but they never could answer questions
put to them, and finally admit

In answer to BoyntonLeonardgave these particulars a year latethrir slow-
motion argument

June 10, 193% Mr . V a noflMenle Jv. College has been up twice
around 1913 to 1916Willard Grinnell of Berkeley claims an
ascent around 1925.

8 http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blshoe.htm
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We may conclude thascentamade before the registeras placedvould be in
the order belovbased on the written reconthich included. e onar d 6 s

. Bayley,Smith, FloresAugust1876

. Bayley, Schuylerdune25, 1877

Anderson, HutchingsAugust23, 1877

Anderson, HutchingsSweetland, WalkeAugust23, 1877
and 6. Vandervort 19131916

Grinnell, 1925

Loose Dryer, 6/26/1931

Hopkins, 7/2/1931

©CONTAWNPR

Famedearly YosemiteclimbersCharlesMichaeland hs wife Enid went up with a
third party to climb Starr King in 1926. They were unsuccesbktulEnid wrote
of the experience for the Stockton Record, and @lssincludedin The Joy of
YosemiteSelected Writings of Enid Michael, Pioneer Ranger Naturatiged by
Fernando Pefialosarhe article is longnd is not includedh full here however, a
bit near the enaf the article is includedvhich buttresses Richard Leonésd
assertion that Willard Grinell ascended the peak in 1925:

con

A few days after our return home from Glacier Point, Charles met

Willard Grinnell
ALast year Ilc | weanbte doVvSdrar an Ki
Altéds hard to believeyous@o
AThe nort hwest side, it Sha

slipped and that scared her and she refused fargjeer. | ran up and

down three times to show her heasy itwa8t her ed6s not

noge
du €

S €

hin

From this point forward, each register page will be displayed accompanied by the

same informatiorin type andwith additional informationusually footnotes My

9 Other books about Yosemite by Fernando Pefialosa invlosiemite in the 1980s :
a remembrancand Shirley Sargent: Yosemite Historian.
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intent is to make the documentgdso r ead, for oneds ey
with faded handwriting in different styles.
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Mt. Starr King from space (Gogte)
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Fourth of July 1931
7/4/31 Judd Boyntoff, 2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Cal
7/4/31 Eldon Dryet?, 815 E Columbia Pomona Calif
7/4/31 Warren Loos®, R2 Box 333 Fontana Calif

7/23/31 Up North Slope (45 minutes)
John Emle!3, 36 W. School Lane Phila. Pa
7/123/31W. T. F r q 2186 Giadt StcBerbeley Calif
Up North Slope (25 minutes on granite)

7/24/31 12:30pm € Woodruffi Woody, Box B Manteca CA
Left Carl Hill age 16 at last ledge on granite. Down on N. side in 12
minutes (used crepe sddasketball shoes) skirted dome climbed up Capt.
Andersonés Route without pegs in
wooden wedges used by Capt. Anderson on way up. One wedge is in
crevice in rock about 60 feet from South saddI€. Vioodruff 7/24/314

Aug Ralph A. Jame=2001 Allston Way Berkeley Calif

7/9/131 Albert E. Petersqr2526 Dwight Way Berkeley Calif. U.C. Zo#l.
7/9/31 Owen L. Williamg8, YMCA Berkeley Calif

Sept 10 1931C. A. (Bert) Harwell” Park Naturalist, Yosemite. | came up with
Carl SharsmitiRanger Naturaligcontinued on next register page]

YBoyntonds other ascent s: July 7, 1932
11 Dryer also ascended Starr King on June 25, 1931
2Warren Looseds other ascents of Starr
3 Emlen and Frost were naturalists in training at the Yosemite School of Field Natural
Hi story. Wil fred Frost was a San Franc
1 Ennis Casselberry Woodruff (189®77) was an engineer (class of 1916 at UC
Berkeley), working for PG&E and living in Manteca in the 1930s.
15 peterson was a 30 year old medical student at U.C. Berkeley
16 Owen Williams, U.C. Student, was also on the first ascent of the El Capitan
Chimney route with Ethel Mae Hill and Gordon Patten on Octokd,4937. Sierra
Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 54. Williams also climbed Starr King on July 3,
1936.
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Who were Dryer, Boynton and LoosePhe first recorded ascent of Half Dome
outside of the cablewasin 19318 by Dryer and Boyntonso they were tested
friction climbers. At this time Boynton was e&ollege student in Ontario,
California (Claremont Collegesre located thejeas probably were Dryer and
Loose by their addresseand all three were likely Yosemite Park and Curry
Company summer employeeklow theywereengaged to place the peak register
is unknown.

JuddBoynton 21 years old at the time tiie ascent,came from an interesting
family which wasinterviewedr e gar di ng hi s moforitheorals d
history project at the Bancroft Library in BerkeleY¥he interview is fascinating
reading for the student of historgance and the Bohemianmsitit does not touch

on mountaineering? He had training in dance and was probably stramg) had
excellent balanceThe address herote in the registersit hat of t he f
Wi n ga& ohat timethe large Boynton family residence and location of his
mot her 6 s dlawags far upstheBedkeleyhills on the north side of the
University of Californiacampusand within a short distance of both Cragmont
Rockand Indian RockThe Temple had no doors and the family would sleep on
mattresses which were gathered up ani
teach dance there during the day.

Dryer was 18 at the time of the ascent. Later in life he owned patents and had &
Malibu address, so he was probably a successful man. Warren, RGpsame
from Mono County, California east of Yosemite National Park.

With the preliminarie®ver the race begins! Emlemd Frostlimbedthe dome in

45 minutes, Woodruffin 25 minutesandthen 15 minutes As register entries go

on, references to quickness of ascent will be found, not only of ascending the
granite dome but also inclumdy the approach from either Yosemite Valley or the
Glacier Point Road.

17 Charles A. Harwell
18 Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 53
19 http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/collections/subjectarea/artslittmusic_dance.html
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Woodruff climbed the summit dome by both routes within a couple of hours while
leaving his partner waiting at the base of the northeast ¥ibedruff used crepe
soledshoes for friction climbing instead of Ked®oth shoes give good adherence
to the rockor friction climbing New crepe soles are slightly stickhhe dates on
this page are scrambled, and likely explanation is that a blardeeawas left on

the page and later filled in.

Mt. Clark from Mt. Starr King
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[Har wel | and Sharsmithlds 9/10/ 1931 en

[We will send acent$ recorded so fain this bookto Frandés Farquhar
for Sierra Club records. Please Report at Museum, Yosdatitthe
record of your climb. Carl and | are on way to Mt. Clark will climb it
Aipor mpWtemormow] See the red rock one mile north of Clark
on Clark ridge? About 10 acres sedimentary tbeke. We are taking in
specimens of that rock. Safe journey down!!

Carl Sharsmithi with 7 Bert H. (turn over next blank page for
panorama)

The National Park Serviceas formed in 1916and Yosemitewas part of its
jurisdiction Saff were assigned to investigate park features in order to interpret
them for visitors. Ha r we | | indicatesthat wiyd, water andice did not
completelyscrapethe softer overlaying rockom the granite. A small patcbf
sedimentary rockemained on a granite ridge 9,000 feet above sea levdlhis

was geological documentation that the park area was once covered by sedimentar
rock and therefore at muchlower elevation. The mountains were uplifted as a
block andthen glaciated to remove all but a trace of the original covelimghe

1 9 6 wedwouldlearnplate tectonics cauddhe uplift.

Harwell became park naturalist in 1929. He resigned in 1940 to take a position
with the Audubon Society Sharsmith a seasonal rangdgok time while on the
summit to identify the surrounding peaks for later visitors by drawing panorama
profilesto the north and east

The summer of 1931 w& h a r s first yehrdfsemployment while he attended
school at U.C.L.A. Sharsmith graduated in 1933 and continued his education at
Berkeley where he received his PHD.Shar s mi t h6s name ap
Leonardés 1933 notes on members of t
Berkeley?! Sharsmithworked as a seasonal ranger 25 yearsafter graduation

and later while employed as a professor at several universities during his career.

20 Wikipedia is a good start for information about Carl Sharsmith
21Yosemite Climbing Associatioat http://yosemiteclimbing.org/
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S h ar s FiistPdndramaThe order of peaks Bs follows:

Top row- Half Domeg Mt. Hoffmann Tuolumne PeakSawtooth Range
Matterhorn Peak, Finger Peaks Clouds Rest Tenaya PegkVit. Conness
Cathedral Peakecho Peak Coxcomb and Echo Ridge

Middle row- : Mt. Dana, Rafferty PeakMt. Gibbs (Red), Mammoth Peak
(Kuna Crest), Vogelsang PealParsons Peak

Bottom rowi Simmons PegkMt. Florence Mt. McClure Mt. Lyell, sedimentary
ridge, Rodger Peak

The sedimentary ridge was the goal of the rangers. The bolded names refer to
darkened areas on the drawing which are in the far distance.
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Shar smit hos nteThe andotatPrss rioo theaClark Rangee, left to
right, sedimentary ridge, Mt. Claifseepage30), Gray PeakRed PeakMerced
Peak Thesedimentary ridges the location to which the rangers were headed.

On Anderson and Hutchings ascent inf 18717 Wrederspneusdd
homemade moccasinshich had been soaked in turpentine (paint thinner) to
make them sticky and therefore betfer friction climbing, that is, climbing
wherethe rock is of relatively low angle bthiere are not many hold#\lthough

an ingenious ideahg turpentinemay have made the feet burn a bt June 22,

1932 (next page).ouis Petrofftried another means of adhesion: Pine dape

would imagine the stickinessould prevent falling or sliding down, but it may
have made moving up difficultAs Petrof f sai d, ifUsed
pine on hands and Altfooge Betrdffsaysshe is Bukgarian, | t
he appears on the voting rolls in Los Angeles in 19P8e t r of f 6 s par
Swensn, went barefootedo get better traction on theapite. If one could
control it, feet with slight perspiration would work begthese interesting
technigues have been obviated by the climbing shoes and boots of today.
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1932

6/22/1932 Louis Petroff (Bulgaria) USC student Los Angeles Calif. Climbed
together with the undersigned. Climbed from the north side. Used sap
(rosin) from yellow pine on hands and shoes to stick! It stuck!

6/22/32 Bob Swenen, 1170 W Acacia St. Stockton, Calif. Climbed barefooted;
member of the KodiaRatroP2

6/28/32 Richard M. Leonar® i Sierra Cluli Berkeley Calif.

6/28/32 Robert D. RayScout NaturalistBerkeley Calif*

6/28/32 H.B. Blank$®, Scout NaturalistCCC,Berkeley Calif
[Leonard writes] Up North facé | have heard of at least two climbs
before1931.

July 7, 1932 Judd Emery Boyntdfi, 2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Calift is not
true that this dome has been climbed prior to 1931 by anyone except the
Anderson party. | have met several who have claimed to have climbed,
but they never could answer questions put to them, and finally admitted
they hadnét .

The initials CCC refer to the Cragmont Climbing Clulipunded by Richard

Leonardin March 1932andnamed forthe park in north Berkeley where many
early Sierra Club rock climbers practicedhe climbers from Berkeley formed
the vanguard for ascents in Yosemite at the tiamel anumber of climbers gave

22 Four Eagle Scouts of the Kodiak Patdalck Dozier 18; Bill Dozier18; Thomas
Mann, 18; and Bob Swenson, 17, all Eagle Scouts from Stockton, climbed Clyde
Minaret from the east on Aug 2, 1933 the same day Walter Starr disappeared.

2L eonardobés other ascent was on June 10,
24 The Ray family lived on Colusa Avenue in Berkeley, a short walk up Solano
Avenue and the Indian Rock Path to the local climbing practice area at Indian Rock.

25 Herbert Blanks was also on the first ascent of the West Face of the Lower Brother
on 10/21/34 with Boynton Kaiser and Elliot Sawyer. Sierra Club Bulletin, February
1940, page 54The trio also made the second ascent of the Higher Cathedral Spire.
Blanks lived within a quarter of a mile of Indian Rock Park in Berkeley.
%®Boyntonds other ascents: July 4, 1931
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CCCas their affiliation. The same initials foretlDepression eralsocommonly

refer to the Civilian Conservation Corgob creationorganizatiorof the Federal
Government.However, this organization was not formed until after Franklin
Rooseveltbbecame President in January 198B.designations of CCC in the Mt.
Starr King register appear to have been associated with the Cragmont Climbing
Club, as theaddresses of climbers putting CCC by their naare$rom cities on

the east side of the San Francisco Bay.

The registers give us a chance to say something about climbers and cloymbing
compiling data from thentries Thefirst chartis of the number of people who
ascended Mt. Starr Kinlgy yearfrom 19311981. Thedatais graphed on the next

page.

Year Ascents 1948 2 1966 42
1931 14 1949 5 1967 41
1932 9 1950 1 1968 30
1933 16 1951 12 1969 34
1934 18 1952 8 1970 63
1935 19 1953 21 1971 48
1936 7 1954 0 1972 61
1937 30 1955 17 1973 33
1938 18 1956 15 1974 76
1939 27 1957 17 1975 41
1940 13 1958 22 1976 145
1941 31 1959 26 1977 90
1942 10 1960 19 1978 24
1943 6 1961 20 1979 46
1944 8 1962 18 1980 30
1945 1 1963 13 1981 39
1946 11 1964 28
1947 4 1965 21
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The data seems to make little sense in some areas, and this is because soci
events, World War Il, the Korean War, the environmental moventéet,
Bicentennial, the 100 year anniversary of the first ascerhe increasing
popularity of rock climbing- each hashad an influence. In a couple of years
register pagesvere removed which cut the count of climberBy how much
remains a mystery

Thelegendandrug plane crash at Lower Merced Pass Lake in the winter of 1976
77 led many climbers to hikeéhé trail out of Yosemite Vallejo Lower Merced

Pass Lake. The trail goes by Mt. Starr King which | hypothesized might have led
some of the climbers who salvagédpefrom the Lockheed Loadstar to make a
side trip. It does not appear to be the case as two Sierra Club groups added 34
people to the total for the year, and they were not up there for the weed.

Number of Climbers Ascending Mt. Starr King by Year

1931-1981
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The lowest years are centered on World War Il and the Korean War years, and the
highestyear isthe Bicentennial.
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July 7, 1932 Jean L. Husted, 1145 Wellh gt on St . Oak boach d ¢
climb up that first stretch of granite slope but the panorama was worth the
climb several times over.

July 12, 1932Miriam Boynton?® 2800 Buena Vista Way Berkeley Calif. A great
climb and am glad | made it. More power to you.

July 12, 1932Warren Loos®. Well here we are, blisters sunburn and all. Miss
Boynton and Miss Husted ought to be proud of their achievement, third
and secondvomenin 54 years, respectively, to gain the top of this rock
pile. Personally it looks the same as last summer to me. We climbed
notch slope, about four hours from Valley (Yosemite).

27 May be spelled Jeane in other documents. She also climbed Starr King on
September 2, 1933.

28 An older sister of Judd Boynton (July 4, 1931, July 7, 1932, July 24, 1933, July 15,
1934, July 6, 1935).

®Warren Looseds other ascents of Starr
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1933

6/10/33 Richard M. Leonard, Sierra ClubCCC Berkeley Calif
6/10/33 Bestor Robinsoft, Sierra Club Am Alp Clut? Oakland
6/10/33 Henry S BensAppalachian Mt Club Hartford Conn

6/10/33 Lewis F. ClarR®, Sierra Clui CCC Alameda Calif

6/10/33 Oliver Kehilein®*, Sierra ClupAm Alpine Cluh Oakland Calif

[I'n Leonardds hand] Iliguetteshle(Sauth)dok g
the notch at the base of Capt. Al
route to the summit. We will go down the north face, towards the Valley,
thus making the traverse.

Mr. Vandervortof Menlo Jr. College has been up twice around 1913 to
1916. Willard Grinnelbf Berkeley claims an ascent around 1925.

Sierra Club

Richard Leonard and Bestor Robinson are on this climb together. In 1934 they
would join Jules Eichorfor thefirst ascent of the Cathedral Spires, milestine
Yosemite rock climbing.Robinson was also with Brower on the first ascent of
Shiprockin New Mexica

In a rare bit of luck, Michael Rettifound old photographmade by Lewis F.
Clark at a garage sale in AlameéaandMichael graciouslygave permission for
them to beusel here. First, Lewis F. Clark at home in Alameda, a desperate
looking character who one day would be the President of the Sierra B&uhas

a bandana and a Sierra Club cup on his belthaiglholding a day pack.

%L, eonardodés other ascent was on June 28,
31 Bestor Robinson had a distinguished life both in the mountains and out. Wikipedia
has an article on him.

32 American Alpine Club, a national organization dedicated to mountaineering.

33 Clark also ascended the peak on May 29, 1934.

34 Kehrlein was honored by the Sierra Club for his work in organizing outings by
having an award named for him, t®@éver KehrleinAward for Outings Leadership

35The story is on Supertopo.com
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Credit: Michael Rettie
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Second, a shot of three people at Cragmont iReBlerkeley. Richard Leonaid
on the right, the two on the left are not identified.
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July 24 1933Judd Emery Boyntc#, Berkeley Cal. Third ascent
U of C¥ Richard DyeiBennetBerkeley Cal. Psi Upsilon My first ascent
U of C Lyn R. Wright® Delta Tau Delta Oakland Cal.
U of C Alan McCharle®erk. Cal®®

Sept 2, 1933 Kenneth MayCCC Party from annual Berkeley outing of Rock
Climbing Section of the Sierra CluNord Face.
Elliot Sawyef® CCC, Berkeley (Party of 6/10/33 descended as stated).
Jean L. Husted CCC U.C. Oakland Cal

We see BoyntorfJuly 24, 1933)s making multiple ascents, up to his third, and
Jean Husted is on her second, although not so annofBitedSepember2, 1933
entfy by Jean Hustheraf gi Viagi 666CCé aébe
in the register In 1975 Leonard stated that the CCC was disbaimd&832and
merged with the Sierra Club Rock Climbing Section (SCRE)ut he was off
byayeabased on bot h hisowsofduhdld, 1€¢38.t ry and

The nextregisterpage is difficult to read, but it is one of the best entngten.

It is of a young man roaming about on his own and climbing a route isolated from
any possible help in the event of an accident and doing suéstionable
footwear. But he had a guardian ange

%Boyntonds other ascents: July 4, 1931
37 The University of California at Berkeley is often abbreviated U of O.@r.

38 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 15, 1934, Jul 20, 1937, June 25, 1955,
October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960.

3 McCharles lived about a mile south of Cragmont Park in Berkeley. His other
ascents of Starr King: June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6, 1935,
August 17, 1935June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.

40 sawyer was also on the first ascent of the West Face of the Lower Brother on
10/21/34 with Boynton Kaiser and H.B. Blanks. Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940,
page 54. The trio also made the second ascent of the Higher Cathedral Spire.
“"Hustedodos other Starr King ascent was o
42 http://www.archive.org/stream/richardmountainOlleonrich#page/n69/mode/2up

48



- .-
=
c g @ - L
L] e
. [ P
-
* -A"W‘t -
¢ e <
/| L -
~ a A a
2 v ¥
vl .
* -
A o ” g
Wi -~
J - -‘;'
£ u, I
prs
< =
£ (
= ; T e 2
4 .
b \ 2 —— e —
‘
3 o
£ J
- " L ) R >
L1k 5
J v ]
S : : o~ o 13
» » ¢ v )
- s Z - oquprn- by .U
211 1 Fo)
A Ao AA ! i — 4 .
[ {'

49



9/3/33 Carl J. RichofskyJ.S.B.P.R. 321 South"St Richmond Calif
Evelyn Howardmy precious guardian angel was with me in spirit. My
time [on the domejvas around 35 minutes. | took that ledge slab around
to the north and was | blue. | almost lost my nerve appeatiand slid
approximately twenty feet, not fast but was my face red. | marked my
route in blue hd. This summer in May | did Half Dome and was it
raining but the top it was like dear old S.F. fog. | came down a canyon
that can be seen from here. Just to the left of the Dome on the left.
Very steep at times. | climbed onto trees to get down. Came out near
Vernal Falls on the North side. | used Tennis shoes to climb this. They
were borrowed from Brad Claussdbagle Rock, Calif (Stanford). He
wears tens and | fives so one shoe would of been enough. Try Mt.
Talbot or Mt Rose at TahoeWrite to meplease. 1 tried Half Dome,
Ledge Trail, ElI Capitan, Eagle Peak, Yosemite Falls, North Dome,
Basket Dome, Sentinel Dome, Vernal, lllilouette, Nevada Falls. All
along the rim from the top of Br
very windy at times. | thought it would blow me off the granite face.
Happy Landing. Carl Richofsky. U.S.B.P.R.

U.S.B.P.R stands for the United States Bureau of Public Roadsrerunner of

the Federal Highway Administratiorin 1931 the U.S.B.P.R. had a camp at 7,000
feet on Bridalveil Creekn Yosemite National Park to make a survey for a modern
paved road to Glacier Poifit. The camp was a small affair consisting of five
tents, two for living, one for office work, and two for the mess facilities, dining,
cooking and storage. The improvement of roads and facilities was high on the list
of activities for the Park Superintendent, Charles Goff Thomson

The public record shows tha&arl J. Richofsky was born in 1907Carl R.
Richofsky was born Decemberl5, 1938 and hismot her 6 s mai den
given aHoward

43 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/blazer19.cfiefroma history of US Dept
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration web.site
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The Firefall a Yosemiteradition started il872 and ended in 1968onsisted of
burning embers beingusted off Glacier Point. In the following entry the
climbers mention that they made a special Firefall from Half Dome before coming
over to scale Mt. Starr King.

9/15/1933 Roland Heath245 Oak St San Francisco Calif
Paul Sikora3510 18 St San Francisco Calif
Victor Sagues339 Folsom St San Francisco Calif
The above party @ have completed a 2 weeks knapsacking trip thru the
south section of the park. Including Buck Camp, Royal Arch Lake,
Ostrander Lake, Glacier Point, via Merced Trail to Ottaway Creek, to
Breeze Lake via Fernandez Pass to Isberg Lake by Post Peak Pass, fron
Isberg Lake to top of Half Dome in one day by way of the Washburn
Lake and Merced Lake. Carried a knapsack load of Red Fir back to top
of Half Dome that night and had a firefall of our own. Witness to this is
fire fall push over man at Glacier Pt. In making our ascent of Starr King
we came up the South East slope probably the one used by Capt.
Anderson but we did not know it at the time. The climb was not as bad as
one makes it sound although one nuss strategy. We used the ordinary
rubber conposition sole shoes with exceptional results. Now to go down
by the north slope. Oh for Jimmie Duraitte ffo s e .

44 Jimmie Durantavas a comedian who was known for his prominent nose. Why one
would be wishing for this at the moment is an interesting question.
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1934

After the preceding two pages of chatty entries, the humorlesthaisklimbers
follow the rules:

PLEASE DO NOT USE MORE SPACE [THAN] NECESSARY

5-29-34 Lewis F. Clar¥® , Sierra Club, American Alpine Club, 1349 Bay St
Alameda Calif

5-29-34 Jerome Cramgl528 Broadway San Francisco Calif

5-29-34 Charles W. MorsSierra Club, 1912 Rose St Berkeley Calif

5-29-34 Adrian A. WahlandeiSierra Club, 32@rmingtonBerkeley Calif

5-29-34 Dean MorrisonMountaineers (Seattle), 80 Post San Francisco Calif

5-29-34 Edward L. Ramed912 Rose St Berkeley Cal
Above party of six came up Anders
ropes of 120 feet each for safety. Descending same route to our camp on
plateau to north. Fog coming in.

6/11/34 Alan D. McCharlé§ 2568 Hilgard Berkeley
ascent alone

July 15, 1934 Sunday
Judd Emery Boyntdr fourth ascent Berkeley Calif
Lyn R Wright® Delta Tau Delta Univ of Calif 6 3 6 The Goo
high Oakland.
Alan D. McCharle®1 3 ascent U.CI 36 no ropes

45 Clark also ascended the peak on June 10, 1933

46 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6,
1935, August 17, 1933une 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.
“Boyntondés other ascents: July 4, 1931
48 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, Jul 20, 1937, June 25, 1955,
October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960.

49 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6,
1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.
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7-1934 W.B.Augusting Yosemite Nat ol . Park (For
(Out type mappint so climbed this emoute)
7-19-34 Ted Plair National Park Service Berkeley Calif

7-20-34 Holbrook K. Newell] 1605 Argonne StoeWNC-on.
V2 3163206330634)

7-20-34 J.AdrianPalmquist UC 634 Ber kel ey Caburf
flag’ no ropes nothing (Bud) Looking for a steel bar!
FLAG HOI STED ON 7/080&3ABBIFOAFLAM
Is it still there?

7/29/34 Yes?
1935
7/1/35 Clyde Lan&( gi r 1 ) N. 'CAve SOF3Calif 1222 8
Alan D. McCharle% (4hascent). ¥party this year.

7/6/35° Helen McDonaldJ. C. 636 Pinole Calif. F
Clyde B. Langsecond ascent). Flag is still here.
Alan D. McCharle%® (5" ascent)
Judd BoyntoPY Berkeley Calif. Fifth ascent.

50 Type mapping refers to determining the vegetative cover of an area.

5! Standard Oil (Chevron) gas station in Yosemite Valley.

2The names for this entry, AfYeso, are o
A someti mes American naming tradition
family surname and the last name that of the paternal family surname. Some come ou
well, but others lead to possible confusion. Lane also climbed Starr King on July 5,
1935.

54 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934,
August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.

55 This entry is duplicated on the next page of the register because the signers realizec
they were out of date order. The dates present an interesting problem.

56 See 7/1/1935 on this page.

Boyntonds other ascents: July 4, 1931
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7/29/34 B.M. Wolfe 2082 Lime Ave Long Beach Calif.
7/29/34 HO. Collier 111, 333 Diana St Fresno Calif

8/15/34 Everett SchwarzmarB669 Pryal St Oakland Calif
8/15/34 Geo. J. Jacksds®37 Shafter Ave Oakland Calif

July 5 1938® Built Big Carien [siclon Summit Top
Judd Boyntorb™ Ascent
Helen McDonaldl®t ascent
Clyde B. Laneé® 2"9 ascent
Alan D. McCharles"ascent

August 11", 1935 Climbedrom southeast saddietook our time and liked it.
David R Browef?, RCS, SC
Jack Tary Yosemite and Tacoma Washington
Robert B. SandefsStanford and Pasadena Calif
Up south and down north roste

David Brower makes his first appeararicethe registeron August 11, 1935
Brower would become the firsalariedExecutive Director of the Sierra Club and

be involved in conservation and climbing activities, including writing and editing
climbing guides.Br ower 6 s a &dr Banth'scSgke: dlpeh_ijfe and Times

of David Broweris must reading. Brower and Leonard wrote the @$ti mb e r €
Guide to the High Siertancluding a section on Yosemite Valley in the February
1940 Sierra Club Bulletin. Mt. Starr King was included and the two original
routes were described.

58 Duplicate entryi see prior register page.

59 Lane also climbed Starr King on July 1, 1935.

Br ower 6s other ascents: August 18, 19
61 Other ascents of Starr King on August 18, 1935 and August 16, 1936.
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8/17/35 Alan D. McCharlé3U C & 8"@&scent
8/17/35 Ruth Stage'a scent UC 0636 1929 Vine St

8/18/35 Up north route from Little Yosemite. Down by Anderson route, since we
found it good coming up last week.
Dave Browet®, Berkeleyi Yosemite
Robert Sande?$, Pasadena & Stanford
William B. Newby, Glendalé Yosemite

Sept 9 1935 Sierra Club RCS party

1. Raffi Bedayaf? RC San Francisco Party in Yosem.
2. Don M. WoodsSan Jose
3. Charles Burketir.
4. Peter GrubRCS
5. Torcom BedayaBF RCS
1936
6-31-36°6 Alan D. McCharledJ C 6 3"@scent. Visibility densé wind strong
T damn chilly

7-3-36 Ethel May Hill, College of Pacific Stockton Calif.
7-3-36 Owen L. Williams7 (2" ascent) Stockton Calif
1937
3-9-37 Dave Browef® Yosemite RCS SC
Joe SpechYosemite
First winter ascent5 ¥ hours on skis from Glacier Point Road to saddle
at south. Snowing.

62 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1,
1935, July 6, 1935]June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.

Br ower 0s other ascents: August 11, 19
64 Other ascents of Starr King on August 11, 1935 and August 16, 1936.

8 Raffi Bedayan later was a maker of carabiners. He also changed his name to
Bedayn.

66 See note for August 17, 1935, above. For the purposes of this book, this ascent is
considered to have been on June 30, 1936.

57 Williams also climbed Starr King on July 9, 1931.

%Br ower 6s ot her ascents: August 11, 19

60






8-9-36 Wm Ka$°, Yosemite Cal
8-9-36 Dan Gribhan Yosemite Cal

8-16-36 Wm Kat®
8-16-36 Robert B. Sandefy Stanford U I canot f
soit qui mal y pengé

REGISTER REMOVED
5/29/37
By Committee on Mountain RecordsSierra Club
BOOK TYPE REGISTER PLACED
5/29/37

(The committee on Mountain Records was revived 6/10/33 by the discussion
herein of the records on this peaRichard M. Leonard?®

William Kat was a carpenter who went to work on building the Ahwahtuotel

in 1927. He fell in love with Yosemite and stayed on in building maintenance
with the Yosemite Park and Curry Company until 1946 when he retifbese
are his firstrecorded entes at age 61, but he may have had earlier ascHets.
said heclimbedMt. Starr King 19 times

®Kat s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

0 |bid

"1 Other ascents of Starr King on August 11, 1935 and August 18, 1935.

2 The Latin reference is the motto of the Order of the Garter which is translated as
AEVI I be to him that evil thinkso. I n t
is of I|little consequence, SO are youo.
73 This statement refers to the discussion Leonard and Boynton had about the history
of who had climbed the peak.
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The First Book Register
19371981
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Mount Starr King
Register placed
May 29, 1937

By

Sierra Club
Rock Climbing Party

1. Neil M. Ruge
2. Muir Dawson
3. DeWitt Allen

1973

Pl ease don6ét rip out pages con
Nelson and Salathé are gone.

1937
Two members of the climbing party placing the register, Datsaomd Allerf®,
later had rock climbing first ascents in Yosemite Valley. Ruge lived on Cragmont
Avenue in Berkeley in 1935 and was an active Sierra Club mountaineer. He was
on the first ascent of an uramed peak in 1934 that was subsequently named Mt.
Ansel Adams.

The 1973 note indicates that pages contaitiegecord of the ascens of John
Salathéand Anton Nelsonfamousnames to be surdaad gone missingand of
courseother names disappeared from the register. No entries fron1950 and
1954 are in the register, amither yeammay be the time period covered by the
missing pages. Based time handwriting and the yeat973,the author of this
note was probably Chris Denriféwho made nine ascents of the peak in this
register.

74 First ascent of Split Pinnagcl8ierra Club Bulletin, February 194p. 59

S First ascent of Kat Pinnacle 1940(named for William Kat whose name we see in
these registers) A Climberds Guide to Yosemite
6 Denny made an ascent of Starr King on July 21, 1973.
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May 29 1937Sierra Club Rock Climbing Section
1. W. Kenneth DaviRCSSC
2. Hermann F. UlrichAAC, HMC
3. Birs M. HallRSC
1. Kenneth D. Adaii{ SGRCS
2. Nick A. LanderdRCS
3. P LucassGRCS

June 7 19371. Bob BrintonSC RCS
2. Bill RiceSMS RCS UCLA
3. John P. BurcBC
3 hrs from Glacier Point. Looks like rain.

July 18, 1937D.L.Babenroth Leonia N.J. AMC
Granville P. AshcroftNPSUSC Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Bob GodwinU.C.
Verlin G. Baysingei Pekin lllinois (a fine climb on a fine day)

Kenneth Adam and W. Kenneth Davis, both Bay Area rock climbers, were on the
first ascent of the Royal Archesute with Morgan Harrign 1936, a classic climb
in Yosemite Valley®

Bob Brinton and Bill Rice were a pair of Southern California rock climbers who
developed their skills at Tahquitz Roctear Idyllwild, then came north to
Yosemite to climb. Both Brinton and Rice had first ascents at Tahquitz in 1936,
Brinton on the Piton Pooper and Fing
the Fingertip Traverse (with Brinton and two othés)

7 See also May 27, 1944 and May 21, 1957
A Climberodos Guide to Yosemite Valley,
A Climberodos Guide to Tahquit,24af®26 k, Wi
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July 20, 1937Alan D. McCharle® U. C. "Asgedt 7
Jack Schafedd.C. 39 Sigma Chi
Lyn R. Wrighf! U.C. 38 Delta Tau Delta"BAscent
To Dan Langfordn the day he makesifi Congr at ul ati ons
July 231 1937Dan Langford U.C. Al pha Si gma
Alan D. McCharle¥®
ToMcShafe Di dnét wuse my hands and cam

Aug 14, 1937Frederic A. Brand490 ¥Ave S. F. Cal . u. C.
Aug 22, 1937Harris F. Shaw Jii. and barefooted toBerkeley Calif D.P.O.
6 3%

Wm Ka?, Yosemite
Carl P. JenseBC RCS
Thomas L. Johnsto@CHC

The August 22 entry with William Kat and Harris F. Shaw continues on the next
register page to include Carl P. Jensen and Thomas L. Johnston, so they are show
above to keep the party intact. Th
which stands for the Camp Curry Hiking CJudm ad hocsummerorganization.

In all likelihood Shaw and Jensen were also summer employees of the Yosemite
Park and Curry CompanyCarl Jensen became a talented climber who was on the
fi rst ascent PafTahduiznRo®MI1838 asweluas that of Pulpit
Rock®in Yosemite Valley in 1939.

80 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1,
1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955.

81 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, June 25, 1955,
October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960.

82 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1,
1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, June25, 1955.

83 The meaning of the abbreviation D.P.O. is unclear.

Katbé6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

8A Cli mberodos Guide to Tahquitz Rock, Wi
A Climberodos Guide to Yosemite Valley,
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Aug 29 37 Wm Ka#’, Yosemite
J. Frisch Yos
1938
July 7 1938Attained summit at 11:30A.M. clear with haze over valley. Plenty of
snow on crest and Clark Range. Sierra Hik&ssoc.
P.S. OlsonRiverside Calif.
Frank M. Dwiggins Theta Chi U.C.L.A. 29 Gayley Ave. Westwood Cal
George Robert Huds&h UCLA 2919 Lyric St L.A.
Fred Hudsof?, Los Angeles Cal. John Marshall High School

On August 29 William Kat accompanied Jules Fritsch up the peak. Fritsch was a
SwissGerman hired in 1928 by the Yosemite Park and Curry Company as part of
their development of cross country ski touring and ski mountaineering in the
park?, well before the official opening of Badger Pass in January 1936 and the
general shift to downhill skiing. The first ski hut was a cabin on the west side of
Mt . Wat ki ns. Mary Curry Tresidder r
drawn by Eldridge T. Spencer, with Dr. Tresidder poring over them and making
suggestions. We had a book of pictures and plans of Swiss mountain huts, |
remember, which we referred to. Bill Kat did a good deal of the work on the
cabin, and Dick Michaeljslater the caretaker there, and Jules Fritsch, the little
Swiss ski i nstr uétkatalsowarked an the skirfacilies ino n
the Badger Pass area. He spoke German fluently, as well as his native Dutch, s
he and Fritsch were a good firitsch, he subject of a well known Ansel Adams
photograph, was caught skiing down Lembert Dome in Yosemite making a single,
swooping track on an otherwise unbroken snow slope. Fritscisedidus ski

8%"Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

88 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 28, 1939, July 19, 1940

89 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 28, 1939, June 11, 1941, August 24,
1947

®Yosemiteds I nnkeepers by Shirley Sarge
91 Yosemite Nature Notes, Volume XXXII, Number 2, February 1953
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mountaineering and winter ascents of Sierra peaks. Kat used snowshoes for hi
winter outings.

If one wans to avoid the crowds, what are the best months to ascend Mt. Starr
King? The register has dates for most ascents which include the month, or allow
one to deduce it:

Month Climbs

Jan 69
Feb 9
Mar 35
Apr 48
May 154
Jun 268
Jul 309
Aug 184
Sep 106
Oct 146
Nov 20
Dec 13
Unknown 3

The month of January 1976 had 56 ascents. A group outing from Westmont
College was the caus# this anomalyAb s e nt t his, the to
would have been 13, and the best months to avoid the crowds would have beer
November through February. The register entries do not say if the reason for the
outing in January 1976 was the Bicentennal the celebration of the 180
anniversary of the first ascent of the peak ®gorge Blake BayleySidney
Vanuxem Smithand Manuel Floresor mere happenstance. The chances of
meeting anyone on Mt. Starr King in January are slim.
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Climbs of Mt. Starr King by Month

350

309
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100
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The month of October stands out as a seeming anomaly, but October is one of the
truly gloriousmonths for climbing in Yosemite, even witk shorter days.
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July 10, 1938Fred Kelley(solo) R.C.S. 4 hrs. from intersection Mono Mdws
trail and Glacier Pt. road, via southern saddle. Traversdd\BE&lso
NE-SW

July 21 1938Wm Kaf?, Yosemite
David Zealori a poor U.C. med studentmore ways than one. Now
l etds eat .
Alexis W. Byrne U.C. almost med student. | love life.
John Emanu@, Stanford U. | am so shaky now | can hardly write. |
hope we get down.
Alfred Kubo, Interlaken Switzerland/ENI VIDI VICI!!! 94

08/03/1939Havehad a hard time getting those four boys up but made it and got
down again OK. Wm K&t

Al though the page ends with Al exis B
comment by William Kat from the next page are included for the sake of
continuity. The note by Kat was dated a year later and written when he was,
apparently, on the peak alone. Kat often took a few others with no experience up
the peak, and, as the writings of the four young men above show, it was a thrill.
Kat, 63 on this ascent, greatly enjoyed the company of the young summer
employees in YosemiteA photograph of Kat and the four young men of the July
21, 1938 ascent is on the following
carieno bui | tandipartnedon dulg 5, BO85/imstillahere. The page
after the group photo has an enlargement to show the detail of the register box.

2Katé6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

®Emanuel 6s other ascent of Starr King w
“fil came, | s aonCels acdg drsq LCeanmegci,es tf of G

9 See note for 7/21/1938 for his other ascents..
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July 27, 193% Ascent by SE ridgé 4 hours from Glacier Point
Morgan Harri€’i SC RCS
Dave Browet®i SC RCS
Joe BrowelSC RCS?®
Jeane Barnbrock U.C.L.A.

August 10, 1938 Dr. C.R. Wylie. Jf° Ohio State University. Came up alone via
SE Saddle. Nice climbnice view.

Morgan Harris hadfourteen rock climbing first ascents in Yosemite Valley.
Surely his greatest accomplishment was the first ascent of the Royal Arches route,
a climb for which he was the driving force.

C.R. Wylie was a mathematician and poet. You never know who will show up
climbing solo on Mt. Starr King! Aside from his poetry, his books also include
101 Puzzles in Thought and Logi@&dvanced Engineering Mathematics
Foundations of Geometnand Introduction to Projective GeometryHis poem
AParadoxo i s gneathy boxedyim lmsdentry, soigthinig ®nly one
other person did in the registers. I

% The year may be in error as the month and day appear in correct order with the
preceding and following entries.

““Harriso other Starr King ascent was on
%®Dave Browerodos other ascents: August 1
®Dave Brower 0s. Damsohhisether dscemtst Buea 29, 1939, August

4, 1940, July 10, 1941

100 Clarence R. Wylie. His books are still available on the secondary market.
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Sept 3, 1938Johnny Emanuél* Stanford U. Second time up. Lots easier this
time. Going to try it on one leg next time.
Fred A. Pellgriso. Firsttime ug arealthrili Makes Gl aci er
stuff. Occidental College, Princeton N.J.
Wm Kat'%, Yosemite
1939
May 29 1939 Sierra Club RCS
Dorothy Markwad®, San Jose
John A Dyet®* RCS Leader Berkeley
Ray LOERPS®RSFance
Ray E. Montrosé&ierra Club
B.E. Gigas S.C. Chapter
Robert Board Sierra Clubd’ Loma Prieta (Los Gatos)
Fred TobyRCS SF
Harvey Mielenz Bay Chapter
Harvey DowlingRCS Burlingame
Harry MeyerRCS Sierra Club Long Barn Calif

The commentby Pellegd on September 3rd, imakes
to hiking (or scrambling) the Ledge Trad Glacier Point from behind Camp
Curry. The trail has long been closed. It was difficult to maintain and a number
of accidents took place on it, including fatalities.

Regarding the May 29, 1939 entry, Richard Leonard wrote an artictbei
February 1940 Sierra Club Bulletin about rock climbing by 37 club members in
Yosemitewhere orpage 118 he said,

VYIEmanuel 6s other ascent of Starr King \
2Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.

103 Also climbed the peak on October 29, 1942

104 Dyer also ascended Starr King on May 31, 1941
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Mt. Starr King.i On May 28, under the generous leadership of Dorothy
Markwad and John Dyer, ten members of the trip were able to enjoy the
extensive view from this formerly
Mount Clark.i Many enjoy general mountaineering and wilder and
higher country rather than pure rock climbing in the valley. Thus on a
four daytrip Lester Ferris, Ben Hall, Stephen Hall and Tom Morley
ascended Mt. Clark from Washburn Lake , and also reached the summit
of Mount Starr King on their return.

Leonardodés article is partly corrobor :
although one of the two is off by a day. However, the names of Lester Ferris, Ben
Hall, Stephen Hall and Tom Morley are nowhere in the register. This raises a
qguestion about the integrity of the climbers, the integrity of risgister or
Leonarddés understanding of what happ
there is no answebut t may be as simple as the climbers not signing the book.

The route used by climbers $@metimesnentionedin register entries The two
original routes were the NEsgorge Blake BayleySidney Vanuxem Smitand
Manuel Flore6 f i rst ascent route from 1876)
from 1877). Other routes wept up later, but the two original were the most
popular. For climbs where the route name was given, these are the percents:

Route % Climbs
Southwest 1
Northwest 2
West 3
East Face 6
Northeast (BayleySmith and Flores
1876) 31
Southeast (Anderson 1877) 57
100
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% Climbs by Route on Mt. Starr King

Southwest, 1 Northwest, 2
West, 3

Andersonds route has the advarBayege o
Smithand Flore& However, for some winter ascents climbers found they could
virtually walk up the snow to the summit Bayley,Smitha n d  Frouter €he 6

ot her routes are rock <climberds rout
sought from a gudie book such aSouthern Yosemite Rock Clinmtns Mark and
Shirley Spencet®

105 Mark Spencer has had nine ascents of Mt. Starr King, one in the period covered by
this book on July 13, 1980.
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June BPSE®RBge. Will descend by diagonal crack on N. face.
Joe Browef® SC RCS
Ester RaycC

July 14, 19396 hrsfrom Camp Curry via Vernal and Nevada Falls: Left at
4:30A.M. arrived 10:30, up nortkast crack.
EverettH.Breed St anf®¥rd U 635
Wm Kati%, Yosemite

July 16, 19394 % hrs from Happy Isles.
Robert P. Alle#®i U. C. 034 71 Yoiseermiat eClFuibel d
Solo.

In order to train naturalists for the paix;. Harold C. BryantC. M. Goethe and
Loye Holmes Miller started the Yosemite SchooFafld Natural Historyin 1925

The schoolhad many alumni who went on to work in Yosemite and other
parksi®® C. A. i B e rwaothelDmectov eflthe school at one point (see his
ascent of Starr King on September 31, 1931) @ad Sharsmithattended the
Field SchoolRobert P. Allen wrote a short article outlining some of the research
done by the Field School for the 1953 Sierra Club Bulletin.

106 Dates of his other ascents: July 27, 1937, August 4, 1940, July 10, 1941

107 Breed was optimistic. He graduated in 1936 and went on to earn an MBA in 1940.
He served as a naval officer in the North Atlantic doing convoy duty in WWIL.

Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.

109 Allen ascended Starr King also on June 25, 1959.
Owww.yosemite.ca.us/library/guardians_of _the_yosemite/superintendents.html
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Jul y 28vedl30 climbed north face via Nevada Falls from Camp Curry;
approaching storm with a few drops all ready
George R. Hudsd#, 2519 Lyric St Los Angeles (UCLA)
Mary Louise KochFeet a little raw but had lots of fun climbing. Los
Angeles Calif
Eileen Fuller L.A. Certainlyworth the few difficulties. Hope my feet
carry me back.
Fred Hudsot? L.A. 2%time up. Sierra Club member. John Marshall
High School

111 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, July 19, 1940
112 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, June 11, 1941, August 24,
1947
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July 29, 1939Phoebe Russélf, RCS SM SC
Nora BrandtRiverside
Wm Kat'4 Yosemite
Chet Fenne]lYosemite

August 13, 1939 Ralph Ellidtf, Burlingame
Herbert WetzlerYosemite
Wm Kat''6, Yosemite
1940
July TF@mHappy Blesin5%hau; | eft at 12 o06cl o
get back to trail before dark.
George R. Hudsé# U.C.L.A., 2519 Lyric St LA

In 1966 William Kat wrote the following about his trip up Mt. Starr King with
Elliott and Wetzler on August 13, 1939:

Herbert Wetzler, a lanky sifoot four inch Texan, a student of a
southern college, and a summer clerk at the accounting office of the
Curry Company in Yosemite Valley, was full of fun and had a great
hankering to do some mountain cli
by himself, so he asked me if he could go along with me which suited me
fine. The next Sunday we two and another summer helper, Ralph Elliott,

113 Russell also climbed Starr King on May 30, 1941 with her sister, Elizabeth .Lewis
Phoebe Russell and Elizabeth Lewis were the cousins of Ruth Dyar Mendamhall
early climber of note in southern California. The two ladies joined the Sierra Club in
1938. Ruth married John Mendenhalid they climbed peaks and technical rock
climbs at Tahquitz. See AWoman on the
Dyar Mendenhall 0.

MKat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

WElIliottds other ascent of Starr King \
116 See note 78

117 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938 and July 28, 1939
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drove to Glacier Point and with our rucksacks, climbing rope, water and
food, started the trail which led us to a canyon where we craksed
lllilouette Creek and proceeded to the Anderson route at the southeast
saddle of Mt. Starr King. This was really a nice climb over boulders and
slick slopes where a little friction climbing was a revelation to Herb, who,
laying flat on his belly crawled like a huge lizard. We made the saddle in
fair time but now the actual climb started. | showed the boys how to
handle the ropes and gave a few little instructions on how to behave if
one should slip or should get in distress.

| started the first steep smooth wall and went up to where there
was a place to stand. Of course we were all three roped together and |
made my first belay station without difficulty. Next there was about eight
feet of the smoothest rock so | crawled and, reaching out, caught a little
unevenness to help pull myself up andias then able to reach a rock
where | could belay to help the boys up to where | was with room enough
for all. The boys did all they could to climb the cliff, but wound up
climbing the rope that | held secure around a protruding upright rock.
Then came the real test for we had to traverse airtefo wide line of
rock, harder than the granite rock of the dome. Here a slip would be fatal,
for the steep, smooth slope went down hundreds of feet. | went ahead and
walked the line (the proper namedike). The dike runs horizontal about
thirty feet where there is a good place to belay. After | and the rope were
secured the boys followed but were really scared. However, | had
spanned a halfich rope from the upright rock to where | was and so
made a handrail. All got safely to the next station. Now it was going up
again very steep, but, by laying on the right side with footrests and
handgrips on the sinuous edge of an overlaying shell, we all got up
nicely.

Herb decl ared, "I 6ve .never fel

We now came to a niche where there was room for six. We
rested there after the last strenuous climb and then crossed a soft, wide,
slick slope by friction climbing. We were now under a huge overhanging
slab, which had cracked off from the mountain and gave us a chance to
climb out in the open sunshine. The rest was easy going and on the top
we signed our names on a hidden c
boys how they liked being on top of Starr King where hardly anyone ever
comes. They were as happy as kids can be.
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After scanning over the horizon, pointing out the various peaks,
we spotted a niche where the careful Mr. Anderson had piled a small
supply of firewood sticks in the year of 187%vo years after the year |
was born.

We went down exactly the way we came up with only one
difference. Going up | had the lead, going down | was the last to belay for
the boysdé safety.

Following this adventure Kat and Wetzler went on another to
White Mountain just south of Mt. Conness where Wetzler accidentally
knocked a rock down a chimney which hit Kat and cause him to fall a
good distance. He broke his neck, laflacture at the base of the skull
and othepoints broke his shoulder arfdot. He was not expected to live
but he pulled out of it. In fact, he was back to work within two mqnths
and e climbedMt. Starr King twice the following summer.

94



Fau. Lo =
e e e

Jaul 1940
/Po/p Eyu#- Bur/, 7J¢/‘/, /,
O, UJ

|
//. Chran ~He

Rb«t \J%‘ {

cth Comeon J.C3¢1
eu« fov Sam“‘fuMm‘l

Z&Mlé/f- /ﬂ nu‘&

—-—

95



July 19, 194015t mountain climb | actually completédBroke my 2 best finger
nails!! Gerald E. Gaopole'*® Los Angeles City College, 3511 Effie St
L.A.

July 26, 1940Ralph Elliat*'®i Burlingame Calif. Second time but not last
Armin Williams. 11:30i very clear, the Coast Range visable in the
distant haze.
Robert W.WardDowney Cal i f . Compton J.C
some fAYea Mano
Wm Kat?®, Yosemite

August 4, 1940From Glacier in 4 ¥z hours via N. crack.
Joe Brower?l, SC RCS, Berkeley Calif Y.L. [Yosemite Lodge]
Chet FennellYosemite Calif G.P. [Glacier Point]

8Ganopolebds other ascentAugust2, 1B, August OKi n
1941, June 30, 1943

WPEl liottdos other ascent of Starr King \
2Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.

121 Dates of his other ascents: July 27, 1937, June 29, 1939, July 10, 1941
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Sept 1, 1940 Traverse SWto N
Sterling Cramé#?, Yosemite
Jules FritschYosemite
Don BuchananYosemite
Wm Kat23 Yosemite

Sept 1, 1940 A hurried AscentCompleted morning shift of dishwashing at
Camp Curry at 1:00pm. Left Happy Isles at 1:50pm. Reached top of
Nevada Falls at 2:40 pm; base of Starr King Dome at 4:10; and summit at
4:30 pm. | have an evening shift of dishwashing starting at 7:30pm. So

here | goééeéé
R.D. Olsoi?, Sierra Club Riverside.

I donot bel i e®@ceb9.t hi s. Phi l Arnot
I stil |l donot believe it. Phi l A

The climb by Kat on September 1, 1940 included three others who comprised a
group of residents. Cramer was Wiee President for Finance and Treasurer of
the Yosemite Park and Curry Compd#ay.Normally people high in the company
kept away from mountaineering at this time, Kramer had his office in the
Ahwahnee and Kat had his workshop thame they had a friendshigules Fritsch

we have met before, the little ski instructor from Switzerland. Don Buchanan was
a prodigious hiker and scrambler who made more than 20 ascents of Half Dome
by going directly up from Mirror Lake to catch the cable rdtfte.

122 Also ascended Starr King on August 8, 1943.

22Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

124 Olson also climbed Starr King on June 26, 1941

Yosemiteds I nnkeepdids by Shirley Sar ge
126 Sjerra Club Bulletin, February 194p. 51
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Al t hough tinkeeon $2ptembartiwas hardto believefor Phil Arnot,
Ol sonds times were reasonable for so
probably slept well after his evening shift.
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Climbers of Mt. Starr Kingsometimesoted which approach they used to get to
the base of thegranite domes. The easiest approach is probably from the Glacier
Point Road, although in some seasons it mapdrd to cross lllilouette Creek.
The other popular approach is from Yosemite Valley. A small number of
climbers end up at Mt. Starr King by coming down from the higher country,
sometimes from Mt. Clark.

% Approaches Used

100



101



1941
May 30, 1941 Decoration D& (Anderson Route from Glacier Point)
Elizabeth Lewis?® So. Pasadena
Phoebe Russétf, RCS, Sierra Club. Cloudy and starting to snow
Wm Kat*0Yosemite
May 31, 1941 Merlen ThayeRCS Sierra Club, So. Calif
John Dyef!, RCS
Auguste Frug®?, Mother Lode Chapter Sacramento
Allen StraussLoma Prieta
William A. Horsfall, 133 S.F.
Tom Julles Mother Lode SC
Charlotte LewisBay Chapter
Glenn L. WeberBay Chapter
Randall Rice
Eleonore JinnpBay Chapter Sierra Club
Florence RataBay Chapter Sierra Club
Arthur Davey Mother Lode Chapter Sierra Club
Ray LesperanceBay Chapter Sierra Club
June 11, 1941 Fred HudsSéhL.A.. 39ascent via N slope. A very clear and
warm day with few clouds.

127 Memorial Day wasoriginally known as Decoration Day, the day on whildwers

were placed on the graves of deceased veterans

128 Elizabeth Lewis and Phoebe Russell were sisters from Southern California

129 Russell also climbed Starr King on July 29, 1939.

¥Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944,

131 John Dyer was on the first ascent of the Direct Route on Washington Calumn
1940. Dyer also ascended Starr King on May 29, 1939

132 August Frugéwasa conservationist and a longtime director of the University of
California Press

¥Horsfall was on Richard Leonardo6s 1|is
Bay Area Chapter of the Sierra Clund he was on the first ascent of the lllilouette
Fall West Sideoute. A Cl i mber 6s Gui de to Yosemite

134 Fred Hudson also climbed the peak on July 7, 1938, July 28, 1939, August 24,
1947
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June 26, 1941Climbed by N.E. slope.
R.D. Olsonpt*>S.C. Los Angeles. 4 hrs 5 min from Happy Isles

Bob Griffin Oakland @ . Clouds and misty al/l
over. Flascent and a good one.
Ty ScogginsColusa

July 10, 1941Thurs.
Joe Browels, S.C.
Jules M. Eichor¥’, S.C.
Wm Kat38 Yosemite. Tascent for Wm Kat as a Sierra Club member

July 24, 1941Thursday. Left Happy Isles 9:00am. Arrive at noon. Scattered
cumulus clouds in all directions.
Jerry Gaopole®®. 2dascent L.A. City College. Walked up on my
hands blindfolded this time (?)
Bill Herman Hol |l ywood. Rode my bike
the handlebars!

135 0lson also climbed Starr King on September 1, 1940

16 Dates of his other ascents: July 27, 1937, June 29, 1939, August 4, 1940

137 Eichorn was one of the great early climbers whose first ascent of the Higher
Cathedral Spire with Richard Leonard in 1934 presaged a shift to technical climbing

in Yosemite Valley.

¥Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.

¥¥Ganopoleds other ascents of Starr Kin
1941, June 30, 1943
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Aug 2, 1941 Ascended N. slope. 5 hrs. from Happy Isles. Plenty ofyaiting
party up. # member, Colleen Gudagno waiting at base.
Jerry Ganopolé?®. 39 ascent LA City College
Jeanne Few John Marshall High. Just the thing to develop the calves of
your legs.
Wesley W. Williams U.C.L.A. Sigma Chi. How did I do it?

Aug 9, 19413 hrs from Happy Isles.
Jerry Ganopolé L.A. ought to name this place after me by now.
Chuck Rogers Fresno State College B.KS! Attempt at climbing not
bad.

September 3, 1941J. Dan Webstét!, Newark Califi 1941 Field School of
Natural History. 4 % hours from Camp Curry.
1942
May 3 EthedJark Smith
Bill Rice 1*2RCS SC. North Hollywood

“Ganopoleds other ascents of Starr Kin
1941, June 30, 1943

141 Webster wrote about thiffe zones of the Hetch Hetchy region in Yosenatea
studentat the Yosemite School of Field Natural Histomyature Notes for November
1941, http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/yosemite_nature note¥Webster became a
professor who published works about parasitology. Webster also ascended Starr King
on July 15, 1942.

142 3Seedune 7, 1937or more information about Bill Rice
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May 30 1942 Milton Frinck
Malcolm Smith Pasadena Calif

July 13, 1942 4 hours from Curry.
Jim Sheppard®3, Si gma Chi, Toast man Curr
Bob Daniells Coffee man Curry Cafe
Russell Barnecus.F.J.C. Alpha Delta Epsilon. Head Dishwasher at
Camp Curry Cafeteria

July 15, 1942 J. Dan Websféfi Newar k Calif. And the 7

October 29, 1942 Cloudy. Cold. Climbed from saddle. A little snow
Dorothy Markwad*®, San Jose
Douglas Whitesidé®, Avenill Park NY
1943
June 30, 1943 Seel
Mark BeaumonSC RCS Jerry pulled me up all the way. No feet left
either, just stumps.
Jerry Ganopof¢’. How do we get [see next page]

143 Also climbedthe peak on June 28, 1944

144 On this dateWebster isan employee of the Curry CompanyWebster also
ascended Starr King on September 3, 1941.

145 Also climbed the peak on May 29, 1939

18 Whiteside also ascended Starr King on June 1, 1946.

147 This is the last recorded entry by Ganopole for Mt. Starr King. In 194@akeon

the first ascent of a variation to the established route up Lower Catherdral Spire with
Raffi Bedayn, Paul Estes, and Roy GorilA Cl i mber 6 s Gui de to
Steve Roper, 1964, p. 158&&anopol ebdbs other ascents of
July 24, 1941, Augug?, 1941, August 9, 1941
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Back down? The spikes are in the wrong way. Ellen B. at base. Not
enuf rope for 3, & too short to get her.

Aug 8 1943 Stewart Cramerosemite California born in Cleveland Ohio age 12
Margaret Wilson Yosemi te Nat 6l Park Cal i
pants coming up
Wm Kat“*8, Yosemite 17 trip to here
Sterling S. Cramét®, Yosemite

| was fortunate to contact two people who went up Mt. Starr King with William
Kat. One was Stewart Cramer. Here is the text of a letter he wrote in February
2009 in reply to my questions:

| am the Stewart Cramer age 12 who climbed Mt. Starr King in 1943 with
your grandfather, and that is my name as it was then in the log at the
summi t . My father6s name appears
Here are the answers to your questions:

[What route did you take up Mt. Starr King?]

1. We left the Glacier Point road and crossed lllilouette Valley to
begin our climb.

[What do you remember about the climb?]

2. | remember much friction climbing near the top. Your grandfather
was quite adept at friction climbing.

[Do you have any other recollections of William Kat?]

3. He had his own way of doing thinga fl oc al char at
three years before, your grandfather and my father and | climbed the
GunsightBridalveil Notch. Possibly a summer later (1942), | was
climbing the talus in the lower ¥2 mile of Indian Canyon (Humo was

“Kat6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.
149 Also ascended Starr King on September 1, 1940.
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the original name of canyon and creek) and on the way back to the
Valley floor, where the creek banks are mostly loose dirt and gravel,
| saw a coat folded up, and a hat placed upormsdrt of Tyrolian,

and | recognized the hat as what | would see your grandfather
wearing, so often. Something told me to leave it in plagéen |

got home | told my parents what | had seen on the bank of the
canyon. My father made a phone call and right away learned your
grandfather had just arrived at the hospital that morning. He had a
broken leg. Probably, as | was returning home, a hospital
maintenance mahad walked back up the canyon and retrieved his
hat and coat. I donot know any
got down from the canyon, or why his hat and coat were left behind.

The reference to the broken leg gives the reason for no climbs up Mt. Starr King
in 1942 by William Kat.

TheALovers L e wgson ae d the lasy two pages of the book. |
moved the drawingto be nearSt ewar t Cr .a nirerhapss draem t r
surreptitiously at the time of his a
name Aalmd mayhave been added later in a different hand.
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1944
May 27, 1944 Kenneth D. Addfi SC
Kenneth S. HendersdsSN, Spokane
June 28, 1944 Jim Shepp&dJC Sigma Chi USN 2 trip upi 15" consecutive

year to Yosemite. Two girls and
make it. Hot sunny day. Some scattered clouds. Still plenty of snow to
the east.

7/16/1944 Paul de Pfyffeéxge 10
Ralph de Pfyffer
Wm Katt%2 Yosemite (70). 18trip up here. This is my farewell trip to
Starr King
7/16/1944 Kenneth WellRichmond CA 1t trip, left 6AM arrived 1PM
James D. Lanelldl7 yr old, Burbank Calif.sit r i p but it wo

In October 2008 Paul de Pfyffer wrote the following about his ascent in 1944:

We went from the valley up the mist trail to the top of Nevada falls then
up to Mt. StarrKing. Mr. Kat led my father and | up the mountain. As |
remember, Mr. Kat knew the way very well and we had no trouble in
climbing Mt. Starr King.

My parents lived in the valley. | don't really remember much of
the climb except a few places were a little scary to me; also Mr. Kat
thought that | was the youngest climber to climb Mt. Starr King at that
time.

Paul 6s father, Ral ph de Pfyffer, was
Yosemite Park and Curry Company around 1928. By this time he was in charge
of the photo lab for the Curry Company where he would remain.

150 See also May 29, 1937 and May 21, 1957

51 Also climbedthe peak on July 13, 1942

2Kat 6s recorded ascents of Starr King
August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939,
July 29, 1939, August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940,
May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944.
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William Kat shows his age as 70, but he was 69 years of age. He had a habit of
counting the day he was born as his first birthday. He also says it is his farewell
trip, and it is the last register entry for hinin 1960 hewas clear that he had
climbed the peak 19 times. The register only Haeritries for him, so he may
have made climbs and not signed owever, for our purposes here, the register

is the controlling document.

The vast majority otlimbersreached the summit dfit. Starr King once, others
several times In all we saw 1364 ascents in the registers made by 1146 different
people. The following table tells the tale:

Ascents per  Number of Number of

Climber Climbers Ascents
1 1018 1018

2 91 182

3 20 60

4 8 32

5 3 15

6 1 6

7 0 0

8 2 16

9 1 9

10 1 10

11 0 0

12 0 0

13 0 0

14 0 0

15 0 0

16 1 16
Totals 1146 1364
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The number of people who made multiple asgel@8 (in bold type) accounted

for 9 percent of the climberfiowever, this small group made 25 percent of the

ascents!Interestingy, the data when graphed create a beautiful curve, the kind of
plot that would excite Dr. C.R. Wylie (See his ascent on August 10, 1988).

is it that motivation, interest in climbing and the ability to do a climb add up to a
beautiful curve?We wait for the doctoral thesis on this combination of the mental

and physical.

Number of Ascents per Climber

1200

1018

1000 + X -

600 \
200 \

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Number of Ascents of Mt. Starr King

WROODE PO
5 0
o o
=] [=]

|t

The honor roll of those with more than 3 ascents:

16 William Kat

Alan D.McCharles

Chris Denny

Lyn R. Wright Dave Willis

George Whitmore

Judd BoyntonGerald Ganopolébavid Lunn

Dave BrowerJoe BrowerBruce CookegKen BocheJeff Barton
Fred HudsonRay Jewel|lHoward Lewis

=
A OO OO

116



ﬂ'y‘ﬁf lf/lmo//'

Apgmerice, (@is / Ecs—
. daneng
Cierra Club Rivt . dune /, 1990
&y ., P.v? o J‘aa‘c vam Blscrevr

“mf T 7o te lﬁ-fnmq, by way
0f°~.ﬂ¢lc Falls fmcl

Don#.‘ ‘éa Fade

S el
9'~ A ¥ ‘. v

- .
»

’ ‘,d”///‘l[ Lar’ /%
hr”( “”’H/

‘f

117



1945
July 24, 1945 Douglas Macnaan Francisco Calif
1946

June 1, 1946 Sier@lub Party. 24 in party to saddle from Glacier Point. 9 to
top. Returning by way of Nevada Falls trail.
Dorothy Kinkade
John C. Hoogland
Karl Boyer
Bernice Boyer
Helen Rudy
Dorothy Hill
Douglas Whitesidé&3, Yosemite
John Hart
Bob Bear

1946Aug.25 Gerhard Bakkendr. U.C.L.A., 6812 Rita Ave, Huntington Park
Cal.. Came up alone on north face.
Ronald Moakex UCLA, LA 43 Calif.
Up South Face partly by remote control

The Sierra Club group took a different overall route than others by starting from
Glacier Point and ending in Yosemite Valleyhe nice part is that the hike is
mostly downhill

13 Whiteside also ascended Starr King on October 29, 1942.
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1947

A ubiquitous bit of graffiti found d
here. o Phinasesas got fauhdfin the iregister by the party ascending on
August 24' 1947, and so the poem:

We laugh and holler
And scream with joy
Because we were here
Before Kilroy*>*
[In the hand of Bill Palmer, below entry]

Aug 24, 1947 Fred Huds®h
Jim Robertsott®
Bill Palmer” (U.C.L.A))
Came from Mono Mdeadow3rail along side of false Starr King.
Reached top about 2:15

Aug 30, 1947 %solo assent [sic] [later comment] Not so, see earlier,
Istassent [sic] W Face RNT 1976
Jeffrey Armidillo Sr.

154 From Wikipedia: James J. Kilroyan American shipyard inspector, may have been
the man behind the signature. During World War Il he worked at a shipyard where he
was said to have written AKilroy was h
was to prevent the erasure of chalk marks showing where a riveter ended his shift.
Some riveters discovered they could receive extra pay by erasing the previous
worker's chalk mark and chalking a mark farther back on the same seam, giving
themselves credit for some of the previous riveter's work. Kilroy stopped this practice
by writing "Kilroy was here" at the site of each chalk mark. At the time, ships were
being sent out before they had been painted, so when sealed areas were opened f
maintenance, soldiers found an unexplained name scrawled. Thousands of servicemel
may have seen his slogan ships and Kilroy's omnipresence and inscrutability
sparked the legend.

155 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, July 28, 1939, June 11, 1941
156 Also climbed Starr King on June 9, 1951.

157 palmer also climbed Starr King on September 3, 1949
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1948
June 28, 1948 Climbed via northeast ridge
Richard Lemmot#f®, Sierra Club RCS
Keith A. Brueckne¥®
1949
Aug 27, 1949 Kenyon Cooké&?, Oakland. Raining slightly but fairly warm
Bruce Cook#?, Oakland

Sept 31949  Webb Coultet®?, W. Lost Angeles U.C.L.A. Finally made it
Bill Palmer®3 2"dtime W. Lost Angeles U.C.L.A.
Via Glacier Point and Mono Meadows 4 % hrs.

Bruce and Kenyon Cooke were brothers who grew up in Oakland, Bruce the elder
by about five years. Bruce was well known in Bay Area rock climbing circles.
Heis nextin the registem 1964, oncdor asoloclimb and a second time withis
brotherKenyon and Kenyonds son.

PAGES MISSING.
The climbing year of 1949950.

Entriesfrom September 4, 1949 to July 22, 19%@ missing. An entry in this
register on July 25, 1965 refers to an entry by Anton (Ax) Nelson dated October
23, 1949. Nel sonb6s fame on the Lost
ignore.

158 Richard Lemmon became a Professor of Chemistry at the University of California

159 Breuckner received his Ph.D. in physics from the University of California,

Berkeley, in 1950 and had a distinguished career.

Kenyon Cookeod6s other ascent was on Oc't
BIBruce Cookeds other ascents: Sept emb e
162 Coulter was on the water polo team at UCLA in 1:9950.

163 palmer also climbed Starr King on August 24, 1947
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1950
July 22 [1950] Beautiful clear day. Some climb. | am still shaking | am so

scared. Doné6ét have mountains |I|ik
Leroy WililamsJr.Vi r gi ni a Tech 652. | ol Pa
1951

May 19, 1951 Absolutely perfect day.
John MowatS.A.C164
B Vogel SAC
Hugh DeWitt SAC

May 19, 1951 same perfect day
Neely Bostich Stanford Alpine Club
Marian SteinekeStanford Alpine Club
Betsy CrowderStanford Alpine Club
Maxine SteinekeStanford Alpine Club

June 9, 1951 Roger A. Mann(Geneva N.Y. (C.C.D.R5))
Richard G. Robertsofi5 yrs) Berkeley
Bob Dolan(Richmond)
Jim Robertsott® (2"@ ascent ) Berkeley
Stu RobertsoBerkeley (C.C.D.R.)

For more information about the S.A.C., see "The Stanford Alpine"@wkohn
Rawlings CSLI Publications, Stanford University Libraries, Stanford, CA. ltis a
194 page volume which gives an excellent history of the S.A.C. It is well
illustrated and indexednd hasphotography edited by Glen Dertfy A short
history of the SACin Yosemite Valleyi s i n ACamp 4, Re
Yosemite Rock Climberdo by Steve Roper
the Southwest Arete, West Side, of the Middle Brother in Yosemite Valley with

1645 A.C. stands for the Stanford Alpine Club
165 Camp Curry Dining Room
166 Robertson also climbed Starr King on August 24, 1947
187 Glen Denny climbed Starr King on June 30, 1965.
124



Nick Clinch, Dave Harrah and Sher man
Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 158.

Marian and Maxine Steineke were the daughters of Max Steineke, an oil geologist

in Saudi Arabia in the 19306s. The
19371939 and are shown images of America, Early Los Altos and Los Altos
Hilson page 88 standing on a hil!l over

entire family was outdoors oriented, skiing, hiking, camping. Maxine received a
MS from Stanford in 1953 and Marian a BS in 1954. The girls are also mentioned
in Discovery! The Story of ARAMCO ThanWallace Stegner, as well as in many
other articles on the Internet.

At Stanford BedBeatrice)Vogel made some of her own pitons at the Engineering
School 6 s medaradd hes PhD m arachn8ldgg from Yaadwas also
involved in the fight for gergl equalityi see Chapter 7 dfiberty and Sexuality

The Right to Privacy and the Making of Roe V. Wadégel accompanied
Warren Hardingon the first ascent of tHdarding Routeon Glacier Point Apron,
west side in 195 Yosemite Valley

These little blurbs | put in hardly do justice to the lives people betl perhaps
will assist the curious reader in finding out more
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1952
7/13/52 Goodaxerciseé Beautiful thunder clouds should be drenched soon
Frank H. Zander Oakland
Alalacohn Clark Palo Alto
H.C. Whider

September 13, 1952 Joe FitschieBierra Club
Jesse F. Baleiy U.C.L.A.
Gordon D. Seelé CIT¢® Up S. Slope without incident

October 12, 1952 via SE Saddle and face
John C. Ohrensch#if, SC RCS, Sacramento, Cal
James M. CaylMother Lode Chapter Sierra Club. RCS applicant. This
is good enough for me.
Beautiful, warm day. 3:15pm from Nevada Falls this morning. Either
thisis minimum%c |l ass, or 1 d6dm a poor clim

Joe Fitscherparticipated in four major first ascehtsin Yosemite Valleyand
climbed in many areas, especially Tahqitzck sonot much more need be said
here except a snippet from 1®56 Tahquitz guid&?, i Thi(sFirtosucthee
Folly) co mme mor ates Joe Fitschenos 170 f
friction r outLekydor meldein 196Pehassisiea in resmg me

188 CIT is the California Institute of Technology from which Seele would later obtain a
degree in Geochemistry. See also September 4, 1977.

¥Ohrenschall was with Warren Harding o
of Sugarloaf Rock near Lake TaheeCamp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock
Climber by Steve Roper, 199 5 6 . Ohrenschall al so ma
Other Chimney with Mary Ann Corthell in Yosemite Valley and participated in the
first free ascent of K Pinnacle with Mark PowelA CIl i mber 6s Gui de
Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p1, 167. Ohrenschall also climbed Starr King on May
30, 1953 and June 26, 1962.

170 http://www.yosemiteclimbing.org/content/yosermvitemeline

"1Cli mberés Guide to Tahquitz Rock, Wil
is the route, with Fitschen misspelled.

128



and a climbing partner ifosemite when my partner was bitten by a rattlesnake
ona route up Sunnyside Bennbar Lower Yosemite Falls

Joe sent this account of his Starr King adventonme and it was not, as said in

t he

register,, fiwithout incidento

Gordon Seele was sitting on the summit of Alta Peak when my mother
and | arrived. Gordon was sixteen and about to be a freshman at the
California Institute of Technology (Caltech). He was alone, while | was
with my mother, but then | was two years younger. We hiked down
together and exchanged addresses and phone numbers when we got to th
cars. Differences in age were more crucial than differences in sex or
anything else in those teen years. A bullying type might form a small
gang of younger kids, or a guy having a little trouble with girls of his own
age might see if he seemed more mature and sophisticated to a girl a yeal
younger. Maybe this was more of a west coast phenomenon where it was
more unusual than in the east for students to skip grades. Maybe it was
more common then than now, but being in a certain grade in school was
like being on an island. After that differentiation came social class, rather
crudely defined, then religion. Race was not much of a factor since apart
from a few Asians there was only one race in Glendale.

The difference in our ages didné
because he didnoét feel socially a
Perhaps he just wanted someone to hike with. In any case, he could
usually borrow his parentsé car,
and | went on a number of day hikes in the local mountains. Even snow in
the winter di dnot stop us. We wo

certainly aware of our soggy boots and soaking jeans and cold fingers and
ears and toes but not really bothered by it all. Just being in the snow was
a novel and stimulating experience for a southern California kid.

The following summer, Gordon started talking about a more serious
climb. He had a friend, Jesse, who wanted to climb Mt. Starr King, a cone
of a dome tucked away behind Half Dome in Yosemite and a few
hundred feet higher in elevation. None of the Sierra Clubbers | talked to
knew much about iit. Getting to th
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in the nineteenth century it was regarded, along with Half Dome itself, as
one of the three remaining Aprobl
mother wanted to spend a few days hiking in Yosemite, so late in the
summer the four of us drove up to the Valley in her Nash. This was my
first trip to Yosemite, and we surely drove through the tunnel and stopped
to take in that magnificent view, and | surely saw El Capitan and the
Cathedral Rocks rising like guardians at the gates and a little farther on
Sentinel Rock and then, rising a mile above the head of the Valley, Half
Dome and Clouds Rest. | saw, in short, a large part of my future, but |
remember none of it. My mind was on Mt. Starr King. Gordon, Jesse, and

| hoisted heavy packs and started up the Mist Trail past Vernal Fall and
Nevada Fall. At the top of Nevada Fall, Jesse, who seemed to know
where he was going, headed off the trail into the woods. We found large
patches of underbrush. We found mazes of downed trees. We found that
we could not see very far through the trees and could not be sure we were
going in the right direction. We staggered on. We had estimated it would
take a few hours to get to the ba
late afternoon.

Jesse, who paraded some expertise in the higher levels of mountaineering
told us how earlier alpinists would coat the base of their boots with pine
pitch in order to get a better grip on the smooth granite. We considered
the technique, but decided it was more trouble than it was worth, and the
route didnot l ook that steep. Je
along some equipment to aid our ascent. He pulled from his pack 100 feet
of quarterinch manila rope. When | became more involved with real
climbers | found that the lore of those days was rife with tales of young
lads heading up to the cliffs with coils of clothesline, so we were
relatively well equipped. (Still, mothers should hide the clothesline as
well as the cleaning supplies and pistols used fordeftinse. Uncounted
numbers of our youth have been killed, or even maimed, because they
foolishly relied on clothesline. Parachute cord is not much better and
should exhibit product safety warning labels. All the same, even life is
hazardous and may lead to death.) Jesse also produced a few Star drills
and some eye bolts. You drilled a hole, he explained, put the bolt in the
hole, and then threaded the rope
have, nor seem to know about, pitons, carabiners, standardnzhl6
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nylon climbing rope, or expansion bolts. As luck would have it, such
equi pment wasndt necessary for an
have been useful since none of us knew even the rudiments of placing
pitons or using the rope to belay another climber.

The next morning, with spirits high, we tackled the peak eager for
success. The route was not very long or very difficult, but | remember
thinking more than once that it would be best not to slip and fall. Taking
note of this, however, is a long cry from being afraid of falling. Because
of some quirk of neuronal wiring, exposure without fear equals

exhilaration. This heightened state is probably a legacy of the prehistoric
hunters. Fearful hunters did not survive. Exhilarated hunters not only
returned with full bags but felt like going out again. Too simple a theory,

perhaps, but the better climbers | know are in one way or another
exhilaration junkiesnot daredevils, not thrill seekers, but looking for that

rush thatés often equated with fr

The granite slabs rising in a smooth line to the summit looked steeper
than they actuallyvere the effect of foreshortening that the experienced
mountaineer is accustomed to. Such an experienced climber could
probably walk up these sl abs with
know enough to trust my feet, and consequently | clawed at every
available crack or handhold and was elated to find the occasional small
ledge on which to rest. My heart pounded like a woodpecker and | panted
like a hound. All of this made it seem like an even greater adventure.

In due course we stopped while Jesse drilled a hole (oh, the shame of it in
retrospect). The point of this bolt placement was not to promote our
safety. Rather, Jesse also had brought along an-raitlimheter movie
camera, and he used the rope, doubled through the bolt, to support him
while he moved out on the smooth face to be in a better position to film
our desperate progress. He repeated this process several times as we gc
higher, so important was it that our feat should be duly recorded (who
knows what visions now occupy the compressed files of innumerable
video cams). Higher, the angle lessened, and we strolled up to the summit
where we found a register stashed in a cairn. We signed our hames, anc
while reading through the accounts of previous ascents | came across a
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note someone had written earlier in the summer. The climber had left the
Valley in the morning, hiked up a trail different from our route, ascended
a steeper route on the other side of the peak by himself, and had arrived
on top at two in the afternoon which left him plenty of time to get back
down to the Valley well before dark. We were late into our second day
and would not return to the car until the afternoon of the third day. We
had succeeded i n t ur nidaygiega Suldegh s
our achievement seemed to lack finesse, style, skill. There was more to
this climbing game than we had dreamed.

Climbing down is sometimes more tricky than climbing up, so we used
the doubled rope through the bolts as a hand line on the steeper sections.
guess we had a bit of luck since the bolts stayed in the holes. We could
easily have removed them by pulling out on them, but the tension from
the rope and the low angle combined to keep them in place. Sometimes
innocents get away with things; s

Il 6m not sure when | |l ast saw Gord
trips with him after that one. | was going on more and more Sierra Club
trips, and | found that if the back packing and peak bagging were arduous
enough my mother was not interested and would let otheris dato
parentis Perhaps in his second year at Caltech Gordon was adapting to
the social scene, was able to make friends with the older students, and
was becoming more setbnscious about hanging out with someone two
years younger than himself. It was a friendship | would have liked to last
longer.

Joebs method of ascent is not to be e
Climbing is dangerous. Climb at your own risk.

You can be seriously injured or killed in this sport.
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The climb has just begun [and a small drawing accompanies]
1953
May 30, 1953 N.E. slope covered with snow. Up S.E. slope without incident.
John C. Ohrenschdil>SCRCS
Mary Ann Cortheft”3, YP&CC
Norah Straley/“ Sierra Club
H.C. KingHMC"> AAC
J. DavisSC RCS

By the year and the companions, J. Davis is probably Jack Favito
participated in four first ascedtéin Yosemite Valley. This entry highlights a
problem of looking up people with common last names and no complete first
name.J ack Davisd first ascents were th
Northwest Buttress of Middle Cathedral Rock, the East Buttress of Middle
Cathedral Rock, and the North Face Traverse of Middle Cathedral Rock.

172 Ohrenschall also climbed Starr King on October 12, 1952 and June 26, 1962.
Mary Ann Corthel]l made the first asc
Ohrenschall in Yosemite ValleA Cl i mber 6s Gui de to Yose
1964, p.167. Her name would become Mary Ann Matthews, but she was also known
as Corky. She was a Stanford graduate and active in the Stanford Alpine Club. See
also her July 15, 1966 and her July 21, 1967 entries in this register.

174 Norah Straley was on the first ascent of the East Face of Ragged Peak with Warren
Harding and Ray Alcott on August 16, 1953.

175 Harvard Mountaineering Club

176 Camp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock Climber by Steve Roper il &4

7 http://www.yosemiteclimbing.org/content/yoseritemeline
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June 20, 1953 3pm Started 10am from Gl.RRérfect day up N. Slope
Frank deSaussure)CHC'7®
Phil George Alameda
Comfortable climb wearing appropriate summer attire!

July 11, 1953 Wonderful trip except | am terribly thirstC an 6t wai t
to snow bank where the fruit juice is hidden
Margy FischerSC
Alice JensetJCHC SC Me too!
P.E. Merriman(New Asmolian Marching and Chowder Society). God!
What Friction!
Phil George Alameda

178 UCHC is the University of California at Berkeley Hiking Club. Frank deSaussure
did a lot of mountaineering, including rock climbing, in California, the Northwest, and
British Columbi a. He is | isted as War
ascents in 1954 dflorth West Booksand thelLeft & Right Water CracksLembert
Dome, Tuolumme Meadows, CA.
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July 29, 1953 Startedt Glacier Point at 7:40 AM and came up by way of SW
saddle. The friction is nice even with rubber lug soles on. Brought a
beginner with me as second man. He did a good job. Weather good and
got to top at 1:45 PM. Must be back to blister ¥iigobmorrow. Hate to
think of going back to work.

Ralph Edwin SuttonLeader, 1221 Middleford Rd Palo Alto, and RCS of
Loma Prieta Chapter of Sierra Club
John OchsneBeginner, Shore Acres Houston Texas

Webre glad theyRapaede i t!! attn B

179 Blister rust is a fungus that attacks pine trees. An intermediate host for the fungus
is the gooseberry bush (genus Ribes). Control refers to a project in many public
forests where the gooseberry bushes are eradicated by spraying a chemical similar t
Agent Orange.
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Aug 13 1953 Rod Houston Left Glacier Point at 7:00 arrived here at 11:15.
Complete friction no pitonT scared the crap out of me. Checker at
Camp 16 Store Yosemite Park
Gary Smart Same party employee in Village Storé got dirty pants
LACC i Forestry major
Jack Stitt Same party as above. | think it was a pretty good climb.
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Oct 6, 1953 Dave HammaéR Loma Prieta RCS
George Larimorg8! Loma Prieta RCS
Via NE face without incident and water

10 October 53 Up NNE slope after attempt on NNW slope (very interesting
pitches around there)
George W. Whitmoré? SC RCS
Eric Kirchner SC RCS

10/1363 Ned English
1954

PAGES MISSING.
The climbing year of 1954

The last entry on this page is from October 13, 1983 entry on the following
page is from May 21, 1955. Considering the number of climbs normally made in
a year, it is likely that pages were removed here containing 1954 entries.

180 On June 2, 1951 David Hammack was on the first ascent of a class 4 Middle
Brother route named Froli ¢ ha el 6 s Rbmald Hahn, Antoh Nelson, and
John Salathé £1 i mber 6s Guide to Yosemite Vall
181 1n 1950 Dave Hammack and George Larimore made the first ascent Gbtge
Traversebetween the upper and lower Yosemite falls. C| i mber 6 s Gui de
Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 90
182 George Whitmore was on a number of first ascents in Yosemite Valley including
the El Capitan Nose in 1958 with Warren Harding and Wayne Merry. The others:
Sentinel Spire in 1954 with Warren Harding, Arch Rock Pinnacle in 1955 with
Warren Harding, Lost Brother from the Southwest Side in 1958 with Merle Alley, the
Ahwahnee Buttress in 1959 with Merle Alley, George Sessions and Jerry Dixon, and
Ni ckel Pinnacle from the Notch with Ma
Valley, Steve Roper, 1964Whitmore also ascended Starr King on April 30, 1960,
April 9, 1961, October 26, 1969, May 29, 1974, and April 29, 1979.
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1955

5-21-55 14:10 Ascended from the SE saddlsolo ascent
Dick Markfin, San Carlos Calif

5-29-55 Started from Mono Mds. At 12:30 p.m. Attained summit via south face
George SessionSC RCS (Tehipite Chapter)
Richard Calderwoo&CRCS Fresno Callif

June 15, 1955 Ralph RichardsoBolo trip. Itis Good Luck on getting down

6-21-55 John Merriang3
John HennebergérNPS
SE Saddle

George Sessiotfd went on to participate inxsfirst ascents in Yosemite Valley
Calderwoodhad five'8® in addition to spending some time on the Nose of El
Capitan with Harding as the first ascent unfolded. In 1960 | picked up
Calderwood as a partnen the first ascent of Cawyard Pinnacle on Glacier Point
Apron, the preeminent location for friction climbing in Yosemite Valley. He was
a solid climber and a good companiade later taught rock climbing at a Junior
College in Fresno.

183 Also climbed the peak on June 17, 1958

BSessions6 first ascent s: Spireview F
Pinnacle, Penniickel Arete, Pohono Pinnacle North Face, Ahwahnee Buttress.
First free ascent of Arches Terrace. Sessions also climbed Starr King on July 30,
1956, May 30, 1959 and July 25, 1965.

¥ Calderwoododos first ascent s: Arches
Coonyard Pinnacl e, Hangover , Bistfreeascen , '
of Arches Terrace.
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June 25, 1955 From Glacier Pt.
John Yeagé#® \
Lyn R Wright®”/ Joint Leaders
Florence Richmond?
Alan McCharle&* (9" ascent)
Clarence Richmorié®

Oct 22, 1955 Mono Mdat 9:30 AM. Summit via NW slope easy 4
Dail Doucette Tehipite Ch & USAF
Richard SheffieldSan Diego RCS
Two preons [sic] expected up in the near furture [sic]

Bill Feueret®* RCS
Herb Whité®? Lynbrook New York

This is a reunion for McCharles and Wrightho were last up togetham 1937.
McCharles is done now, bWright will have three more ascents after this one.

Bill Feuerer attaine@nduringf ame i n t he ¢l i mbi nddor c om
his climbing equipment As a rock climber and student at UCLA | frequented his
shop The Dolt Hut,on Sawtelle Blvd in Los Angeles from 183960. Bill was a

slow talker but not a doltHe was on the start of the ElI Capitan Nose project with
Harding in 1957and one prominent ledgs theroutevas named A Dol
after Feuerer. He is listed on five first ascents in Yosemite Valley, The
Arrowhead Arete, Lower Cathedral Rock North Buttress, The Footstool Right

186 John Yeager also ascended Starr King on June 1, 1957 and June 21, 1958.

187 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, Jul 20, 1937,
October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960.

FE|l orence Richmondodos also ascended St atl
189 His other ascents of Starr King: July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July
1, 1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937.
Cl arence Richmondds also ascended St ar
1l Feuerer also ascended Starr King on May 30, 1971

92\White also ascended Starr King on July 1, 1956.
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Si de, Penny Pinnacle East Ar &ld ie alsa nd
listed for a first free ascent of the Overhang Route on Lower Cathedral Rtyck.
except Ri xonés (done with Tom Flhest)
reader is directed to Camp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock Climber by Steve
Roper for a wealth of detail about Bill Feuerer

Another statistic that can be found in the registers is the distribution of the number
of climbers in the parties that ascend the peak.

Number
Party = Number of
Size of Parties Climbers

1 75 75
2 195 390 13 1 13
3 84 252 14 1 14
4 34 136 15 1 15
5 22 110 16 0 0
6 12 72 17 0 0
7 8 56 18 2 36
8 2 16 19 0 0
9 9 81 20 1 20

10 2 20 21 0 0

11 2 22 22 0 0

12 1 12 23 1 23

Totals 453 1363

A party size of fA10 means t heessedtialynb \
done third class. A party size of 23 means a group ascent by an organization sucl
as the Sierra Clibs Si er r a . PPting the thevartables, rparty size
and number of partiegscending the pealve get a beautiful cunie which only
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parties ofninestand out as anomaloug/hy people sort themselves seatly into
groups of differing sizessolo climbers asidas an interesting questioior the
psychologistsvho concern themselves with risk and its mitigation
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5 Nov 55 FromMono trail and Glacier Point Rd & up N Face. Max use of
existing pitong rain in morning
F. L. Davenport
Zyal Clark

1956

June 9, 1956 i Keasbey UCHC
Don Gadrich, UCHC
We found this thing only after a bit of wandering in the brush. Came
from camp on Clark Fork. A perfect day but the guide should mention
that pitons are essential for anchoring on the SE (regular?) route. Water!
Going down on our roller skates.

3 12 June 1959 Mt. Conne$$his annotation was probablyritten by
Krehe Ritterwhen he was on Mt. Starr King on July 8, 19%&u%d
regards Don Goodri¢gh

Don Goodrich participated in seven first ascents in Yosemite Valley, including the
slab Pinnacleon the Glacier Point Apromamed for him Goodrich Pinnacle
Dinner Ledge, Lower Brother Middle West Face, Obscurity Traverse, Point
Beyond, Ri xonbés Pinnacle East C/landmn e
Goodrich Pinnacle Left Side As the cross annotation placeéar his entry
indicates, Goodrich was killed on the 1200 foot southwest face of Mt. Conness
when he pulled a loose block of rock off and fell.memorial plaque was placed
near the wall, and his name endures on the clioftnd toGoodrich Pinnacle.
Krehe Ritter was on the Mt. Conness climb with Goodrich.

150



| Junr 24, /95¢C i
y &'\A- //I"' “‘l)“C‘*I Wp @Jd_, Slac .
- 2. 00 . iy Pirtnas, St o ragh
‘ i & >4
|
&“4/‘,1. 27
| Ba.z 1400/0/ w0

. 4 /Z'.

Hca‘(S( 5

151



June 24, 1956 Ken Muajily
Dick Mashim
2:00PM from Glacier Point

June 28 1956 Bart Hooley 11:30
Max Allen 10:31
Hool egbs a fast hiker!

July 1, 1956 Presidio of Monterey Alpine Club
Herb Whité®3, Lynbrook N.Y.
Chuck Argue Fergus Falls Minnesota
And we have 250 miles to hitch back this afternoon, yet!!

193 White also ascended Starr King on October 22, 1955.
152



153























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































