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Preface 
 
What is a peak register? Itôs like a guest book at a wedding.  Visitors to the 

summit sign their names and perhaps make a comment or two.  Why would one 

want to waste time on a book of signatures?  We have reasons:  Some guests 

wrote interesting things, additional information on some of the ascenders has been 

added in this book, and one sees facts which may have general interest.  The 

reader familiar with California rock climbing will see names in the Starr King 

registers that have a place in the history of Yosemite rock climbing and elsewhere. 

 

The skeptic may also ask, with so many peaks is there anything special about Mt. 

Starr King and its place in climbing history?  Starr King is located near Yosemite 

Valley and, being a relatively inaccessible summit, was a target of early climbers.  

The appeal of the peak has endured through the years and generation after 

generation has climbed it.  As techniques improved, new and more difficult routes 

were put up.  The approach distance is such that the climbs are remote and not 

overrun.  Finally, the climbs result in a true mountain summit, something which 

many Yosemite Valley rock climbs do not realize.  Roped climbing was used for 

about 95 percent of the ascents in the register books.  

 

The Sierra Club placed a loose leaf sign in register on Mt. Starr King in 1931.  It 

was replaced in 1937 with a bound book.  Of those who climbed the peak, about 

1364 entries were made in the registers from 1931 through 1981.  The registers 

were removed by Mark Spencer1 around 1992 and given to Robin Ingraham2 who 

sent the originals to the Bancroft Library in Berkeley.  I understand that two 

newer registers are now on the peak and cover the period 1981 to the present 

(2011). 

 

In September 1970 the Sierra Club Board of Directors designated The Bancroft 

Library of the University of California at Berkeley as the official depository for 

 
1 Author of Southern Yosemite Rock Climbs with Shirley Spencer.  
2 Robin Ingraham, mountaineer, graphic designer, photographic artist, and peak 

register preservationist had an article in the National Geographic Adventure magazine 

and Sierra, the Sierra Club publication, about saving old peak registers. 
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the clubôs archives. The large collection of records, photographs and other 

memorabilia known as the ñSierra Club Papersò is thus permanently protected.  If 

one wishes to see the Starr King Registers in person, one may visit the library and 

request the Sierra Club Peak Register for Mt Starr King, CATALOG RECORD 

BANC MSS 71/293 carton 17.  Alternatively, one may purchase a copy of the 

microfilm of the files or download this book. 

 

I ran across the registers when researching a biography of William Kat, my 

grandfather and the man who climbed Mt. Starr King more times than anyone else 

as recorded in these two registers.  After the biography was complete, I decided 

the registers would have general interest, especially if associated with events and 

accomplishments of the lives of the people who had made their jottings.  I felt I 

was competent to make this effort because I had been a rock climber with ascents 

at Yosemite Valley and Tahquitz Rock as well as having practiced bouldering at 

Stoney Point near Chatsworth and Indian Rock in Berkeley.  In a quick scan of the 

register, I recognized a number of names, many of some fame in the world of 

Yosemite rock climbing. 

 

The registers have surprises.  For example, an argument was held about who 

climbed the peak in the early days.  The greatest number ascenders in winter, not 

necessarily an easy or safe thing to do, came not from the mountaineering elite, 

but from mass outings of students from a small college.  Some lonely men left 

notes asking others to contact them ï guaranteed not to get much of a result 

considering the average number of ascenders was about 27 per year for the 51 

years of the registers, and the average number of women was four!  Famous 

climbers, physicists, mathematicians, authors, and several who had been or would 

be incarcerated made the climb.  An interesting group, to be sure. 

 

Social change was evident in the registers.  Early register entries had no references 

to drugs, gross humor or impolite language, so one has something to anticipate in 

reading.  The register is an historic document, and nothing was deleted from the 

actual pages.  However, I retained editorial control over the transcription and did 

not render some gratuitous profanity.  I alert the reader in those cases. 

 

I made this book a personal writing by putting in remembrances and comments in 

some places. I cross-referenced names to a list of first ascents in Yosemite Valley 

at the Yosemite Climbing Associationôs web site which was compiled by Ed 
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Hartouni. Many who climbed Mt. Starr King were climbers of note.  I focused on 

the Yosemite Valley area when looking to see what else a person who ascended 

Mt. Starr King may have done, for Yosemite is viewed by many as the litmus test 

for rock climbing. There were also those without Yosemite credentials who 

climbed Starr King and went on to other mountain areas of the world. And some 

died on climbs, both in Yosemite and elsewhere. 

 

The character of the climbers who made it up Mt. Starr King has been rounded out 

a little using the Internet as a reference, and some searches produced surprising 

results of interesting careers. I wish I could have said more about everyone who 

signed in, but it is hard to find information that can be pegged to a name unless 

there are clues in the entry.  For example, Bill Hooker put the initials for the 

American Alpine Club and the Harvard Mountaineering Club by his name, so I 

could find out a lot about him.  His partner was Fred Smith, but without other 

information it was impossible to find out more about him as there are many Fred 

Smithôs to be found on an Internet search. Women often change their names when 

they marry breaking the trail of identity for the casual researcher, so additional 

information about them may be impossible to find. 

 

I spent more time on the early entries because this is a book of history, and as time 

fades the older information becomes harder to find. 

 

One might view this as a stream of consciousness book about the register.  

Everyone wasnôt treated the same, because on any particular day I felt differently 

than the day before.  The registers should be considered a work of fiction to some 

degree.  No one swore to tell the truth when he or she signed the register and 

added comments, and some did not. 

 

Bill Amborn 

amborns@gmail.com 

Santa Rosa California 

December 23, 2025 
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The stories about Starr King are not so much the actual climbs, but the 

people who made the climbs - Mark Goebel  
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This book is dedicated to the memory of William Kat, early Yosemite 

climber, 

 

and to those who have made it up the peak and those who will make it 

up the peak one day... 
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Climbing is dangerous. Climb at your own risk. 

You can be seriously injured or killed in this activity. 
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How to Read This Book 
 
 

This book is designed to be read with each register page facing its transcription for 

easy back and forth.  If you are reading it on a computer, set the view for two 

pages.  
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Statistical Tables and Graphs 
 

Tabulations of facts about ascents of Mt. Starr King, as stated in the entries, for 

the 51 years of the registers reveal interesting trends and behavior.  For those who 

wish to go directly to the tables, they are listed below: 

 

1.  Number of Climbers Ascending Mt. Starr King by Yearéééééé39 

2.  Number of Ascents by Month of the Yearé.é.ééééé...éé é75 

3.  Percent Climbs by Route Taken on the Domeééé.é.é...é..é.é85 

4.  Percent Climbs by Approach Takené..éééééé.é.ééé......100 

5. Number of Ascents Per Climberééééé..éééé..ééééé.115 

6. Number of Ascents by Party Sizeééééé...ééééééééé147 

7. Ascents by Genderé..éééééééééé...éééééééé.349 

 

The tables and graphs are scattered through the book to fill blank pages. 
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A Short History of Mt. Starr King 

 

 
Mt. Starr King, 9081 ft., from the Glacier Point Road in a thunderstorm 

 

Tectonic plates bumped and one slipped under the other. The earthôs crust 

crinkled upwards and plutons, giant bubbles of magma, formed and ascended 

slowly in the general uplift beneath the overlaying sedimentary rocks. The plutons 

cooled to granite, and through the ages the overlaying soft rock surface was 

rubbed clean by wind, water and ice revealing the granite domes of the Sierra 

Nevada.  Eons pass. 

 

Humanity in large numbers descended on California for gold in 1848 and explored 

everything over the next few years looking for the intriguing yellow metal.  The 
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Yosemite area, first visited by organized travel in 1855, became widely known for 

its beauty. One visitor was Thomas Starr King, a Unitarian minister in San 

Francisco who was struck by the beauty of Yosemite and coined a phrase, 

ñYosemites of the soulò to describe the best and most  

beautiful of manôs inner feelings. Starr King campaigned for Lincoln for President 

and Stanford for governor of California. He was an anti-slavery unionist, and after 

his death a peak was named for him near Yosemite Valley, Mt. Starr King. 

 

Although not visible from the floor of Yosemite Valley, Mt. Starr King presents a 

striking view from the road to Glacier Point. The peak is also visible from Half 

Dome if one hikes the trail to the top. Mt. Starr King was considered inaccessible 

by early geological surveys, so the question was, who would climb it? 

 

The First through Fourth Ascents 

 
From recent research by Harv Galic,3 the first ascent of Mt. Starr King was by  

George Blake Bayley, Sidney Vanuxem Smith and Manuel Flores in August 1876, 

a change to what was in the widely accepted historical record. Their route went up 

the northeast side which is the left-hand skyline of the dome where the trees reach 

the highest point as seen in the photograph on the preceding page.    

 

The second ascent was made by George B. Bayley and James Dix Schuyler on 

June 25, 1877.4 This was originally said, in error, to be the first ascent. 

 

 
3 Harv Galic, "Earliest Ascents to the Summit of Mt. Starr King in Yosemiteò posted 

at http://starr-king.s3-website-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/. Since 1932 the first 

ascenders of Mt Starr King were given erroneously as G.B. Bayley and E.S. Schuyler, 

based on the ñMountaineering Notesò by Francis Farquhar, pp 115-118, Sierra Club 

Bulletin, February, 1932.  Farquhar wrote his article about the early climbing history 

of Mt. Starr King, but he lacked critical pieces of evidence which Harv Galic put 

together in his well-documented paper. 
4 Letter dated July 11, 1880 from J.D. Schuyler to the Editor of the Sacramento Bee 

published July 14, 1880 about his ascent with Bayley in 1877. He also says that on the 

first ascent Bayley was with two others, H.C. Smith and a Mexican. Careful research 

by Harv Galic led to identifying the two as Sidney Vanuxem Smith and Manuel 

Flores.     

http://starr-king.s3-website-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/


 

15 

 

 

The third ascent was made via the southeast saddle in 1877 on August 23rd by 

George Anderson, James Hutchings and J. B. Lembert. Anderson was the man 

who pioneered the first ascent of Half Dome, close to where the cables run today, 

and he and his party were surprised to find evidence of someone having been on 

the summit of Mt. Starr King before them. The next day the peak was ascended 

again by Anderson and Hutchings who brought Mrs. A.L. Sweetland and S.A. 

Walker with them.  The Anderson route approximates the right-hand skyline from 

the obvious saddle between the lower two domes, again as seen in the photograph 

on page 13. 

 

No published accounts of ascents of Mt. Starr King between 1877 and 1931 were 

generally known when interest revived in climbing the peak. The Register 

Committee of the Sierra Club, a conservation organization formed in 1892 by 

John Muir and others, decided to place an aluminum box with a register on the 

summit so those who climbed could record their ascents. On July 4th 1931, three 

climbers place the box and register. 

 
Are Sierra Club Peak Registers Managed? 

 

Registers have been placed in a wild, unsupervised environment, so they may be 

damaged by weather, vandalized, taken, or pages torn out for souvenirs.  Here is 

what some said about treatment of the Starr King register in the register itself: 

 

Dec 31, 1963 Some dolt left the register box upside down so the book 

is soaking weté 

 

1973  Please donôt rip out pages containing famous climberôs 

names... 

 

To be fair, the 1963 entry does not mean the people in the preceding entry in the 

register are dolts.  Someone else who did not sign the register may have left the 

box improperly secured.  The effect of wetting the book was to make entries of 

many peak ascenders difficult to read. The 1973 entry says a person with 

knowledge of the register noticed pages missing.  
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Another type of activity that might be classified as register abuse is the entry of 

bogus names. Although Janus is a surname, if it is associated with the first name 

of Hugh the combination raises suspicion. 

 

If a peak register is filled, then it may leave the summit. The disposition of 

registers is something of a mystery to many climbers.  The Board of Directors of 

the Sierra Club voted to place the club's historical records with The University of 

Californiaôs Bancroft Library in 1970. The first donation included some summit 

registers. The Bancroft says registers continue to be added to the collection by 

club members and other individuals. On the other hand, I was told the Sierra 

Peaks Section of the Sierra Club had a policy to donate retired registers to the 

library at the University of California at Los Angeles. The ultimate disposition of 

a register may be a matter of luck, and, as noted in an entry in the Mt. Starr King 

Register, a matter of frustration to some peak ascenders who wonder what 

happened to that great old register they saw before or heard about: 

 

9/6/80 1:20 PM.  Great register.  Nothing is worse than the Sierra Club 

continually taking down the registers to god knows whereé 

 

A note on a folder indicates that the registers in this book were given to the 

Bancroft Library in 1992 by the Sierra Peaks Section of the Sierra Club, ten years 

after removal from the peak.  As mentioned in the Preface, the registers were 

removed and ultimately sent to the Bancroft Library about 1992 by Mark Spencer5 

who said, ñMt. Starr King is probably one of the few peaks that has such a select 

and intact register history. I checked my copy of the register and did not find 

anything different than what you were provided [by microfilm from the Bancroft 

Library]. When I removed the register, Robin Ingraham photocopied the entire 

book, sent the copies to me and must have sent the original to the Bancroft, where 

you found it.ò Ingraham has a web site which has information about register 

preservation at http://robiningraham.com/summitregisters.html 

 

All register pages quoted or reproduced here are from a microfilm roll of the Mt. 

Starr King Register, Sierra Club Mountain Registers and Records, BANC MSS 

71/293c, The Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.  Each page 

contains its own dates if a specific reference is required.  The quality of the 

 
5 Author of Southern Yosemite Rock Climbs with Shirley Spencer.  

http://robiningraham.com/summitregisters.html
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reproduction reflects what was on the microfilm.  The microfilm size is 35mm and 

I scanned it more or less the way one would scan slides. 

 

Recorded History - the Registers 

 

The format of this book puts hand written entries from the register on one page, 

and the same information transcribed into typed text on facing page.  In addition 

to the register itself, footnotes and additional text are also included. 

 

We begin with the first register, a loose-leaf notebook, place by three climbers, 

Eldon Dryer, Warren Loose and Judd Boynton on July 4, 1931.   
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The Loose Leaf Register 

 

1931-1937 
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1931 

Eldon Dryer placed the Sierra Club register with Warren Loose and Judd Boynton 

on July 4th 1931.  They carried the aluminum metal box with them to the summit 

along with loose leaf register sheets and the title page we see above.  

 

Two paragraphs of the title page are noteworthy: 

 

ñIt is particularly requested that nothing be written in this Register except 

the date and names and addresses of those making the ascent.  If there are 

features of your trip that are of general interest, The Sierra Club will be 

very glad to receive an account of the same by letter. 

 

The Sierra Club has placed this Register at this point in order that you 

may record your ascent and in order that the Club may collect data 

regarding the number of people that make this climb and the locality from 

whence they come.ò 

 

-------------------- 

 

In hindsight one might take exception to the request that users only put names and 

addresses in the register and refrain from making other comments. As you read the 

register, you will look forward to comments ï and wish for more.  Regarding uses 

of the collected data, nothing was associated with the register file from the 

Bancroft Library, and I never saw anything in Sierra Club publications through 

the years.  Perhaps this book will fulfill that intended use. 

 

The next page is the first entry written by Eldon Dryer about the time of the 

placement of the register box.  Dryer wrote what he believed was the history of 

ascents of Mt. Starr King. As we know from earlier in this book (page 14), Dryer 

was incorrect in his historical statement. The first party to climb Mt Starr King 

consisted of George B. Bayley, Sidney V. Smith and Manuel Flores. 
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1877  Capt. Anderson       \ 

1877  Mr. Hutchings          \   First party to climb Starr King 

1877  Mrs. Hutchings         /   Climbed by southeast aided by iron key  

 Three others            /     bolts driven into granite 

       | 

54 years 

           | 

(Invention of rubber soled shoes) 

                   | 

6/25/31   Warren Loose6, R2 Box 333 Fontana Calif 

6/25/31   Eldon Dryer7, 815 Columbia Pomona Calif 

 Second party to climb.  Ascended from North East side.  Used 

Keds to gain our traction.  Found no records except cairn built 

by first party. 

7/2/31 H. Hopkins, Hollywood Cal.  

 (Entry by Dryer)  

 

  (Found parts of flag pole erected by Capt. Anderson) 

 

-------------------- 

 

*PLEASE IGNORE THE 1877 ANDERSON/HUTCHINGS ENTRIES *  

 

Dryerôs comments about the history of early ascents of Mt. Starr King were 

incorrect. The correct information about the first four ascents is on pages 14 

and 15 of this book. The ascent by Loose and Dyer could have been the fifth 

ascent of the peak, but it was probably the eighth. The first ascent is restated here: 

 

George B. Bayley, Sidney Vanuxem Smith. and Manuel Flores were the first, 

ascending Mt. Starr King by the northeast side in August 1876, according to the 

historical record.  Their route went up the left hand skyline of the dome where the 

trees reach the highest point as seen in the photograph on page 13.   

      

 
6 Warren Looseôs other ascents of Starr King:  July 4, 1931, July 12, 1932 
7 Dryer also ascended Starr King on July 4, 1931 
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Dryer mentioned the use of rubber soled shoes. One might think rubber soled 

shoes were an innovation that took place close to 1931 which made more frequent 

ascents of Mt. Starr King possible. However, rubber soled shoes were in the 

process of development as early as the late 1800ôs.  As time went on the U.S. 

Rubber Company came up with a shoe they first called Peds, but due to trademark 

issues an alternative name of Keds was selected and mass-marketed as Sneakers in 

1917. The shoes were called Sneakers because every other type of shoe made 

noise when one walked, except moccasins.8  If one wonders what type of shoes 

were in vogue for mountaineering before rubber soled boots, a common type of 

footwear for the mountains was leather soled and heeled boots which had hobnails 

protruding from the bottoms.  These gave excellent traction in the forest and on 

snow, but on Yosemite rock were not effective. 

 

Dryerôs assertion that no one had been up the peak since 1877 generated a dispute. 

Richard Leonard, well known in the San Francisco Bay Area Sierra Club climbing 

circles, made this comment in the register referring to recent history: 

 

6/28/32  é I have heard of at least two climbs before 1931. 

 

Boynton made a rebuttal to Leonard: 

 

July 7, 1932  Judd Emery Boynton, 2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Calif 

 It is not true that this dome has been climbed prior to 1931 by 

anyone except the Anderson party.  I have met several who have 

claimed to have climbed, but they never could answer questions 

put to them, and finally admitted they hadnôt. 

 
In answer to Boynton, Leonard gave these particulars a year later in their slow- 

motion argument: 

 

June 10, 1933  éMr. Vandervort of Menlo Jr. College has been up twice 

around 1913 to 1916.  Willard Grinnell of Berkeley claims an 

ascent around 1925. 

 
8 http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blshoe.htm 
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We may conclude that ascents made before the register was placed would be in 

the order below based on the written record which includes Leonardôs comments: 

 

1.  Bayley, Smith, Flores, August 1876 

2.  Bayley, Schuyler, June 25, 1877 

3.  Anderson, Hutchings, August 23, 1877 

4.  Anderson, Hutchings, Sweetland, Walker, August 23, 1877 

5.  and   6.  Vandervort, 1913-1916 

7.  Grinnell, 1925 

8.  Loose, Dryer, 6/26/1931   

9.  Hopkins, 7/2/1931 

 

Famed early Yosemite climbers Charles Michael and his wife Enid went up with a 

third party to climb Starr King in 1926.  They were unsuccessful, but Enid wrote 

of the experience for the Stockton Record, and it is also included in The Joy of 
Yosemite: Selected Writings of Enid Michael, Pioneer Ranger Naturalist edited by 

Fernando Peñalosa9. The article is long and is not included in full here; however, a  

bit near the end of the article is included which buttresses Richard Leonardôs 

assertion that Willard Grinell ascended the peak in 1925:  

  

A few days after our return home from Glacier Point, Charles met 

Willard Grinnell.  

 ñLast year I went over and climbed Starr King,ò said Willard. 

 ñItôs hard to believe,ò said Charles, ñwhich side did you go up?ò 

 ñThe northwest side, it was easy. I had a girl with me. She 

slipped and that scared her and she refused to go farther. I ran up and 

down three times to show her how easy it wasðthereôs nothing to it.ò 

 

-------------------- 

 

From this point forward, each register page will be displayed accompanied by the 

same information in type and with additional information, usually footnotes.  My 

 
9 Other books about Yosemite by Fernando Peñalosa include Yosemite in the 1930ôs:  

a remembrance and, Shirley Sargent:  Yosemite Historian. 
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intent is to make the document easy to read, for oneôs eyes may tire from pages 

with faded handwriting in different styles. 
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Mt. Starr King from space (Google) 
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 Fourth of July 1931 

7/4/31 Judd Boynton10, 2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Cal 

7/4/31   Eldon Dryer11, 815 E Columbia Pomona Calif 

7/4/31   Warren Loose12, R2 Box 333 Fontana Calif 

 

7/23/31  Up North Slope (45 minutes)  

   John Emlen13, 36 W. School Lane Phila. Pa 

7/23/31  W.T. Frost ñJackò, 2136 Grant St. Berkeley Calif 

   Up North Slope (25 minutes on granite) 

 

7/24/31  12:30pm EC Woodruff ï Woody, Box B Manteca CA 

    Left Carl Hill age 16 at last ledge on granite.  Down on N. side in 12 

minutes (used crepe sole basketball shoes) skirted dome climbed up Capt. 

Andersonôs Route without pegs in 15 minutes.  Top at 2:15pm.  Found 

wooden wedges used by Capt. Anderson on way up.  One wedge is in 

crevice in rock about 60 feet from South saddle.  EC Woodruff 7/24/3114 

 

Aug Ralph A. James, 2001 Allston Way Berkeley Calif  

 

7/9/31 Albert E. Peterson, 2526 Dwight Way Berkeley Calif.  U.C. Zool.15 

7/9/31 Owen L. Williams16, YMCA Berkeley Calif 

 
Sept 10 1931  C. A. (Bert) Harwell17 Park Naturalist, Yosemite.  I came up with 

Carl Sharsmith Ranger Naturalist [continued on next register page]. 

 
10 Boyntonôs other ascents:  July 7, 1932, July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, July 6, 1935 
11 Dryer also ascended Starr King on June 25, 1931 
12 Warren Looseôs other ascents of Starr King:  June 25, 1931, July 12, 1932 
13 Emlen and Frost were naturalists in training at the Yosemite School of Field Natural 

History.  Wilfred Frost was a San Francisco ministerôs son. 
14 Ennis Casselberry Woodruff (1896-1977) was an engineer (class of 1916 at UC 

Berkeley), working for PG&E and living in Manteca in the 1930s. 
15 Peterson was a 30 year old medical student at U.C. Berkeley 
16 Owen Williams, U.C. Student, was also on the first ascent of the El Capitan 

Chimney route with Ethel Mae Hill and Gordon Patten on October 9-10, 1937.  Sierra 

Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 54.  Williams also climbed Starr King on July 3, 

1936. 
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Who were Dryer, Boynton and Loose?  The first recorded ascent of Half Dome 

outside of the cables was in 193118 by Dryer and Boynton, so they were tested 

friction climbers. At this time Boynton was a college student in Ontario, 

California (Claremont Colleges are located there) as probably were Dryer and 

Loose by their addresses, and all three were likely Yosemite Park and Curry 

Company summer employees.  How they were engaged to place the peak register 

is unknown. 

 

Judd Boynton, 21 years old at the time of the ascent, came from an interesting 

family which was interviewed regarding his motherôs dance activities for the oral 

history project at the Bancroft Library in Berkeley.  The interview is fascinating 

reading for the student of history, dance and the Bohemians, but it does not touch 

on mountaineering.19  He had training in dance and was probably strong and had 

excellent balance. The address he wrote in the register is that of the ñTemple of 

Wingsò, at that time the large Boynton family residence and location of his 

motherôs dance studio. It was far up the Berkeley hills on the north side of the 

University of California campus and within a short distance of both Cragmont 

Rock and Indian Rock. The Temple had no doors and the family would sleep on 

mattresses which were gathered up and moved to the side so Juddôs mother could 

teach dance there during the day. 

 

Dryer was 18 at the time of the ascent. Later in life he owned patents and had a 

Malibu address, so he was probably a successful man. Warren Loose, 20, came 

from Mono County, California east of Yosemite National Park.   

 

With the preliminaries over the race begins! Emlen and Frost climbed the dome in 

45 minutes, Woodruff  in 25 minutes, and then 15 minutes.  As register entries go 

on, references to quickness of ascent will be found, not only of ascending the 

granite dome but also including the approach from either Yosemite Valley or the 

Glacier Point Road.   

 

 
17 Charles A. Harwell 
18 Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 53 
19 http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/collections/subjectarea/artslit/music_dance.html 
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Woodruff climbed the summit dome by both routes within a couple of hours while 

leaving his partner waiting at the base of the northeast side.  Woodruff used crepe 

soled shoes for friction climbing instead of Keds. Both shoes give good adherence 

to the rock for friction climbing.  New crepe soles are slightly sticky. The dates on 

this page are scrambled, and the likely explanation is that a blank area was left on 

the page and later filled in. 

 

 

 

  

 

Mt. Clark from Mt. Starr King 
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[Harwell and Sharsmithôs 9/10/1931 entry continued] 

 

 [We will send ascents] recorded so far in this book to Francis Farquhar 

for Sierra Club records.  Please Report at Museum, Yosemite for the 

record of your climb.  Carl and I are on way to Mt. Clark will climb it 

ñpor ma¶anaò [by tomorrow].  See the red rock one mile north of Clark 

on Clark ridge?  About 10 acres sedimentary rock there.  We are taking in 

specimens of that rock.  Safe journey down!! 

Carl Sharsmith ï with ï Bert H.  (turn over next blank page for 

panorama) 

 

-------------------- 

 

The National Park Service was formed in 1916, and Yosemite was part of its 

jurisdiction.  Staff were assigned to investigate park features in order to interpret 

them for visitors.  Harwellôs entry indicates that wind, water and ice did not 

completely scrape the softer overlaying rock from the granite.  A small patch of 

sedimentary rock remained on a granite ridge at 9,000 feet above sea level.  This 

was geological documentation that the park area was once covered by sedimentary 

rock and therefore at a much lower elevation.  The mountains were uplifted as a 

block and then glaciated to remove all but a trace of the original covering.  In the 

1960ôs we would learn plate tectonics caused the uplift.   

 

Harwell became park naturalist in 1929.  He resigned in 1940 to take a position 

with the Audubon Society.  Sharsmith, a seasonal ranger, took time while on the 

summit to identify the surrounding peaks for later visitors by drawing panorama 

profiles to the north and east.   

 

The summer of 1931 was Sharsmithôs first year of employment while he attended 

school at U.C.L.A.  Sharsmith graduated in 1933 and continued his education at 

Berkeley where he received his PhD.20  Sharsmithôs name appears in Richard 

Leonardôs 1933 notes on members of the Sierra Club Rock Climbing Section in 

Berkeley.21  Sharsmith worked as a seasonal ranger for 25 years after graduation 

and later while employed as a professor at several universities during his career.  

 
20 Wikipedia is a good start for information about Carl Sharsmith 
21 Yosemite Climbing Association at http://yosemiteclimbing.org/ 
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Sharsmithôs First Panorama.  The order of peaks is as follows:   

 

Top row - Half Dome, Mt. Hoffmann, Tuolumne Peak,  Sawtooth Range, 

Matterhorn Peak, Finger Peaks, Clouds Rest,  Tenaya Peak, Mt. Conness, 

Cathedral Peak, Echo Peaks, Coxcomb and Echo Ridge.   

 

Middle row - :  Mt. Dana, Rafferty Peak, Mt. Gibbs (Red), Mammoth Peak 

(Kuna Crest), Vogelsang Peak, Parsons Peak.   

 

Bottom row ï Simmons Peak, Mt. Florence, Mt. McClure, Mt. Lyell, sedimentary 

ridge, Rodger Peak.    

 

The sedimentary ridge was the goal of the rangers.  The bolded names refer to 

darkened areas on the drawing which are in the far distance. 
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Sharsmithôs Second Panorama.  The annotations for the Clark Range are, left to 

right, sedimentary ridge, Mt. Clark (see page 30), Gray Peak, Red Peak, Merced 

Peak.  The sedimentary ridge is the location to which the rangers were headed.  

 

------------------- 

 

On Anderson and Hutchingsô ascent of the peak in 1877, Anderson used 

homemade moccasins which had been soaked in turpentine (paint thinner) to 

make them sticky and therefore better for friction climbing, that is, climbing 

where the rock is of relatively low angle but there are not many holds.  Although 

an ingenious idea, the turpentine may have made the feet burn a bit. On June 22, 

1932 (next page) Louis Petroff, tried another means of adhesion:  Pine sap.  One 

would imagine the stickiness would prevent falling or sliding down, but it may 

have made moving up difficult.  As Petroff said, ñUsed sap (rosin) from yellow 

pine on hands and shoes to stick!  It stuck!ò Although Petroff says he is Bulgarian, 

he appears on the voting rolls in Los Angeles in 1928.  Petroffôs partner, Bob 

Swenson, went barefooted to get better traction on the granite.  If one could 

control it, feet with slight perspiration would work best. These interesting 

techniques have been obviated by the climbing shoes and boots of today. 
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1932 

 

6/22/1932    Louis Petroff, (Bulgaria) USC student Los Angeles Calif.  Climbed 

together with the undersigned.  Climbed from the north side.  Used sap 

(rosin) from yellow pine on hands and shoes to stick!  It stuck! 

6/22/32  Bob Swenson, 1170 W Acacia St. Stockton, Calif.  Climbed barefooted;     

member of the Kodiak Patrol22. 

 

6/28/32  Richard M. Leonard23 ï Sierra Club ï Berkeley Calif. 

6/28/32  Robert D. Ray, Scout Naturalist,  Berkeley Calif24 

6/28/32  H.B. Blanks25, Scout Naturalist, CCC, Berkeley Calif 

[Leonard writes] Up North face ï I have heard of at least two climbs 

before 1931. 

 

July 7, 1932  Judd Emery Boynton26, 2800 Buena Vista Berkeley Calif.  It is not 

true that this dome has been climbed prior to 1931 by anyone except the 

Anderson party.  I have met several who have claimed to have climbed, 

but they never could answer questions put to them, and finally admitted 

they hadnôt. 

-------------------- 

 

The initials CCC refer to the Cragmont Climbing Club, founded by Richard 

Leonard in March 1932 and named for the park in north Berkeley where many 

early Sierra Club rock climbers practiced.  The climbers from Berkeley formed 

the vanguard for ascents in Yosemite at the time, and a number of climbers gave 

 
22 Four Eagle Scouts of the Kodiak Patrol-Jack Dozier, 18; Bill Dozier,18; Thomas 

Mann, 18; and Bob Swenson, 17,  all Eagle Scouts from Stockton, climbed Clyde 

Minaret from the east on Aug 2, 1933 the same day Walter Starr disappeared. 
23 Leonardôs other ascent was on June 10, 1933 
24 The Ray family lived on Colusa Avenue in Berkeley, a short walk up Solano 

Avenue and the Indian Rock Path to the local climbing practice area at Indian Rock. 
25 Herbert Blanks was also on the first ascent of the West Face of the Lower Brother 

on 10/21/34 with Boynton Kaiser and Elliot Sawyer.  Sierra Club Bulletin, February 

1940, page 54. The trio also made the second ascent of the Higher Cathedral Spire. 

 Blanks lived within a quarter of a mile of Indian Rock Park in Berkeley. 
26 Boyntonôs other ascents:  July 4, 1931, July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, July 6, 1935 
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CCC as their affiliation.  The same initials for the Depression era also commonly 

refer to the Civilian Conservation Corps, a job creation organization of the Federal 

Government. However, this organization was not formed until after Franklin 

Roosevelt became President in January 1933. All  designations of CCC in the Mt. 

Starr King register appear to have been associated with the Cragmont Climbing   

Club, as the addresses of climbers putting CCC by their names are from cities on 

the east side of the San Francisco Bay. 

 

--------------------  

 

The registers give us a chance to say something about climbers and climbing by 

compiling data from the entries.  The first chart is of the number of people who 

ascended Mt. Starr King by year from 1931-1981.  The data is graphed on the next 

page. 

 

Year Ascents 
1931 14 
1932 9 
1933 16 
1934 18 

1935 19 
1936 7 
1937 30 
1938 18 
1939 27 
1940 13 
1941 31 
1942 10 

1943 6 

1944 8 
1945 1 
1946 11 
1947 4 

1948 2 
1949 5 
1950 1 
1951 12 
1952 8 

1953 21 
1954 0 
1955 17 
1956 15 
1957 17 
1958 22 
1959 26 
1960 19 

1961 20 

1962 18 
1963 13 
1964 28 
1965 21 

1966 42 
1967 41 
1968 30 
1969 34 
1970 63 

1971 48 
1972 61 
1973 33 
1974 76 
1975 41 
1976 145 
1977 90 
1978 24 

1979 46 

1980 30 
1981 39 
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The data seems to make little sense in some areas, and this is because social 

events, World War II, the Korean War, the environmental movement, the 

Bicentennial, the 100th year anniversary of the first ascent, the increasing 

popularity of rock climbing - each has had an influence.  In a couple of years 

register pages were removed which cut the count of climbers.  By how much 

remains a mystery. 

 

The legendary drug plane crash at Lower Merced Pass Lake in the winter of 1976-

77 led many climbers to hike the trail out of Yosemite Valley to Lower Merced 

Pass Lake.  The trail goes by Mt. Starr King which I hypothesized might have led 

some of the climbers who salvaged dope from the Lockheed Loadstar to make a 

side trip.  It does not appear to be the case as two Sierra Club groups added 34 

people to the total for the year, and they were not up there for the weed. 

 

 
The lowest years are centered on World War II and the Korean War years, and the 

highest year is the Bicentennial. 
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July 7, 1932  Jean L. Husted27, 1145 Wellington St. Oakland Calif.  Itôs a good 

climb up that first stretch of granite slope but the panorama was worth the 

climb several times over. 

 

July 12, 1932  Miriam Boynton,28 2800 Buena Vista Way Berkeley Calif.  A great 

climb and am glad I made it.  More power to you. 

 

July 12, 1932  Warren Loose29.  Well here we are, blisters sunburn and all.  Miss 

Boynton and Miss Husted ought to be proud of their achievement, third 

and second women in 54 years, respectively, to gain the top of this rock 

pile.  Personally it looks the same as last summer to me.  We climbed 

notch slope, about four hours from Valley (Yosemite). 

 

 
27 May be spelled Jeane in other documents.  She also climbed Starr King on 

September 2, 1933.  
28 An older sister of Judd Boynton (July 4, 1931, July 7, 1932, July 24, 1933, July 15, 

1934, July 6, 1935). 
29 Warren Looseôs other ascents of Starr King:  June 25, 1931, July 4, 1931   
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1933 

 

6/10/33  Richard M. Leonard30, Sierra Club-CCC Berkeley Calif 

6/10/33  Bestor Robinson31, Sierra Club Am Alp Club32 Oakland  

6/10/33  Henry S Bens, Appalachian Mt Club Hartford Conn 

6/10/33  Lewis F. Clark33 , Sierra Club ï CCC Alameda Calif  

6/10/33  Oliver Kehrlein34, Sierra Club, Am Alpine Club, Oakland Calif 

 

 [In Leonardôs hand] Up the rock gully from the Illilouette side (South) to 

the notch at the base of Capt. Andersonôs route.  An easy climb up this 

route to the summit.  We will go down the north face, towards the Valley, 

thus making the traverse.   

 Mr. Vandervort of Menlo Jr. College has been up twice around 1913 to 

1916.  Willard Grinnell of Berkeley claims an ascent around 1925. 

 Sierra Club 

-------------------- 

 

Richard Leonard and Bestor Robinson are on this climb together.  In 1934 they 

would join Jules Eichorn for the first ascent of the Cathedral Spires, milestones in 

Yosemite rock climbing.  Robinson was also with Brower on the first ascent of 

Shiprock in New Mexico.   

 

In a rare bit of luck, Michael Rettie found old photographs made by Lewis F. 

Clark at a garage sale in Alameda,35 and Michael graciously gave permission for 

them to be used here.  First, Lewis F. Clark at home in Alameda, a desperate 

looking character who one day would be the President of the Sierra Club.  He has 

a bandana and a Sierra Club cup on his belt, and he is holding a day pack. 

 

 
30 Leonardôs other ascent was on June 28, 1932 
31 Bestor Robinson had a distinguished life both in the mountains and out.  Wikipedia 

has an article on him.   
32 American Alpine Club, a national organization dedicated to mountaineering. 
33 Clark also ascended the peak on May 29, 1934. 
34 Kehrlein was honored by the Sierra Club for his work in organizing outings by 

having an award named for him, the Oliver Kehrlein Award for Outings Leadership 
35 The story is on Supertopo.com 
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Second, a shot of three people at Cragmont Park in Berkeley.  Richard Leonard is 

on the right, the two on the left are not identified.  

 



 

47 

 

 
 

 



 

48 

 

July 24 1933  Judd Emery Boynton36, Berkeley Cal.  Third ascent 

 U of C37 Richard Dyer-Bennet Berkeley Cal.  Psi Upsilon My first ascent 

 U of C Lyn R. Wright38 Delta Tau Delta Oakland Cal. 

 U of C Alan McCharles Berk. Cal.39 

 

Sept 2, 1933  Kenneth May CCC Party from annual Berkeley outing of Rock 

Climbing Section of the Sierra Club. Nord Face. 

 Elliot Sawyer40 CCC, Berkeley (Party of 6/10/33 descended as stated). 

 Jean L. Husted41 CCC U.C. Oakland Cal 

 

-------------------- 

 

We see Boynton (July 24, 1933) is making multiple ascents, up to his third, and 

Jean Husted is on her second, although not so annotated.  The September 2, 1933 

entry by Jean Husted giving ñCCCò as her affiliation is the last ñCCCò to be seen 

in the register.  In 1975 Leonard stated that the CCC was disbanded in 1932 and 

merged with the Sierra Club Rock Climbing Section (SCRCS) 42, but he was off 

by a year based on both Hustedôs entry and his own of June 10, 1933. 

 

The next register page is difficult to read, but it is one of the best entries written.  

It is of a young man roaming about on his own and climbing a route isolated from 

any possible help in the event of an accident and doing so in questionable 

footwear.  But he had a guardian angelé 

 
36 Boyntonôs other ascents:  July 4, 1931, July 7, 1932, July 15, 1934, July 6, 1935 
37 The University of California at Berkeley is often abbreviated U of C or U.C. 
38 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 15, 1934, Jul 20, 1937, June 25, 1955, 

October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960. 
39 McCharles lived about a mile south of Cragmont Park in Berkeley.  His other 

ascents of Starr King:  June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6, 1935, 

August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
40 Sawyer was also on the first ascent of the West Face of the Lower Brother on 

10/21/34 with Boynton Kaiser and H.B. Blanks.  Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940, 

page 54.  The trio also made the second ascent of the Higher Cathedral Spire. 
41 Hustedôs other Starr King ascent was on July 7, 1932. 
42 http://www.archive.org/stream/richardmountain01leonrich#page/n69/mode/2up 
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9/3/33  Carl J. Richofsky U.S.B.P.R. 321 South 7th St Richmond Calif 

 Evelyn Howard my precious guardian angel was with me in spirit.  My 

time [on the dome] was around 35 minutes. I took that ledge slab around 

to the north and was I blue.  I almost lost my nerve as I slipped and slid 

approximately twenty feet, not fast but was my face red.  I marked my 

route in blue heel.  This summer in May I did Half Dome and was it 

raining but the top it was like dear old S.F. fog.  I came down a canyon 

that can be seen from here.  Just to the left of the Dome on the left.  

Very steep at times.  I climbed onto trees to get down.  Came out near 

Vernal Falls on the North side.  I used Tennis shoes to climb this.  They 

were borrowed from Brad Claussen, Eagle Rock, Calif (Stanford).  He 

wears tens and I fives so one shoe would of been enough.  Try Mt. 

Talbot or Mt Rose at Tahoe.  Write to me please.  I tried Half Dome, 

Ledge Trail, El Capitan, Eagle Peak, Yosemite Falls, North Dome, 

Basket Dome, Sentinel Dome, Vernal, Illilouette, Nevada Falls.  All 

along the rim from the top of Bridalveil Falls to Sentinel Dome.  Itôs 

very windy at times.  I thought it would blow me off the granite face.  

Happy Landing.  Carl Richofsky. U.S.B.P.R. 

 

-------------------- 

 

U.S.B.P.R. stands for the United States Bureau of Public Roads, a forerunner of 

the Federal Highway Administration.  In 1931 the U.S.B.P.R. had a camp at 7,000 

feet on Bridalveil Creek in Yosemite National Park to make a survey for a modern 

paved road to Glacier Point.43  The camp was a small affair consisting of five 

tents, two for living, one for office work, and two for the mess facilities, dining, 

cooking and storage.  The improvement of roads and facilities was high on the list 

of activities for the Park Superintendent, Charles Goff Thomson. 

 

The public record shows that Carl J. Richofsky was born in 1907. Carl R. 

Richofsky was born December 15, 1938, and his motherôs maiden name was 

given as Howard. 

 
43 http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/blazer19.cfm   From a history of US Dept 

of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration web site. 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/blazer19.cfm
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The Firefall, a Yosemite tradition started in 1872 and ended in 1968, consisted of 

burning embers being pushed off Glacier Point.  In the following entry the 

climbers mention that they made a special Firefall from Half Dome before coming 

over to scale Mt. Starr King.   

 

9/15/1933  Roland Heath, 1245 Oak St San Francisco Calif 

 Paul Sikora, 3510 18th St San Francisco Calif 

 Victor Sagues, 339 Folsom St San Francisco Calif 

 The above party of 3 have completed a 2 weeks knapsacking trip thru the 

south section of the park.  Including Buck Camp, Royal Arch Lake, 

Ostrander Lake, Glacier Point, via Merced Trail to Ottaway Creek, to 

Breeze Lake via Fernandez Pass to Isberg Lake by Post Peak Pass, from 

Isberg Lake to top of Half Dome in one day by way of the Washburn 

Lake and Merced Lake.  Carried a knapsack load of Red Fir back to top 

of Half Dome that night and had a firefall of our own.  Witness to this is 

fire fall push over man at Glacier Pt.  In making our ascent of Starr King 

we came up the South East slope probably the one used by Capt. 

Anderson but we did not know it at the time.  The climb was not as bad as 

one makes it sound although one must use strategy.  We used the ordinary 

rubber composition sole shoes with exceptional results.  Now to go down 

by the north slope.  Oh for Jimmie Duranteôs nose.44 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
44 Jimmie Durante was a comedian who was known for his prominent nose.  Why one 

would be wishing for this at the moment is an interesting question. 
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1934 

 

After the preceding two pages of chatty entries, the humorless ask that climbers 

follow the rules: 

 

PLEASE DO NOT USE MORE SPACE [THAN] NECESSARY 

 

5-29-34  Lewis F. Clark45 , Sierra Club, American Alpine Club, 1349 Bay St      

Alameda Calif 

5-29-34  Jerome Cramer, 2528 Broadway San Francisco Calif 

5-29-34  Charles W. Mors, Sierra Club, 1912 Rose St Berkeley Calif 

5-29-34  Adrian A. Wahlander, Sierra Club, 320 Armington Berkeley Calif 

5-29-34   Dean Morrison, Mountaineers (Seattle), 80 Post San Francisco Calif 

5-29-34  Edward L. Ramer, 1912 Rose St Berkeley Cal 

Above party of six came up Andersonôs Route from SE saddle using two 

ropes of 120 feet each for safety.  Descending same route to our camp on 

plateau to north.  Fog coming in. 

 

6/11/34  Alan D. McCharles46, 2568 Hilgard Berkeley Calif, UC ô36, second 

ascent ï alone 

 

July 15, 1934  Sunday   

Judd Emery Boynton47 fourth ascent Berkeley Calif 

Lyn R Wright48 Delta Tau Delta Univ of Calif ï ô36   The Goose hangs 

high Oakland. 

Alan D. McCharles49 ï 3rd ascent U.C. ï 36 no ropes 

 

 
45 Clark also ascended the peak on June 10, 1933 
46 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6, 

1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
47 Boyntonôs other ascents:  July 4, 1931, July 7, 1932, July 24, 1933, July 6, 1935 
48 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, Jul 20, 1937, June 25, 1955, 

October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960. 
49 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 1, 1935, July 6, 

1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
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7-19-34  W.B.Augustine, Yosemite Natôl. Park (Forest Technician)  

 (Out type mapping50 so climbed this en-route) 

7-19-34  Ted Plair, National Park Service Berkeley Calif 

 

7-20-34  Holbrook K. Newell, 1605 Argonne Stockton. ñFlamoò (Std Stn751 INC-  

V2 31ô32ô33ô34) 

7-20-34  J.Adrian Palmquist, UC ô34 Berkeley Calif   Up north 15 minutes ï our 

flag ï no ropes nothing (Bud)  Looking for a steel bar! 

   FLAG HOISTED ON 7/20/34 BY ñFLAMOò & ñBUDò 

  Is it still there? 

 

7/29/34   Yes52 

1935 

7/1/35 Clyde Lane53 (girl) N.C. ô35 1222 8th Ave S.F. Calif 

 Alan D. McCharles54 (4th ascent).  1st party this year.  UC ó36 

 

7/6/3555  Helen McDonald U.C. ô36  Pinole Calif.  First climbing with ropes.  

 Clyde B. Lane (second ascent).  Flag is still here. 

 Alan D. McCharles56 (5th ascent) 

 Judd Boynton57 Berkeley Calif.   Fifth ascent. 

 

  

 
50 Type mapping  refers to determining the vegetative cover of an area. 
51 Standard Oil (Chevron) gas station in Yosemite Valley. 
52 The names for this entry, ñYesò, are on the following page in the register. 
53 A sometimes American naming tradition is to make a childôs first name the maternal 

family surname and the last name that of the paternal family surname.  Some come out 

well, but others lead to possible confusion. Lane also climbed Starr King on July 5, 

1935. 
54 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, 

August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
55 This entry is duplicated on the next page of the register because the signers realized 

they were out of date order.  The dates present an interesting problem. 
56 See 7/1/1935 on this page. 
57 Boyntonôs other ascents:  July 4, 1931, July 7, 1932, July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934 
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7/29/34  B.M. Wolfe, 2082 Lime Ave Long Beach Calif. 

7/29/34  H.O. Collier III, 333 Diana St Fresno Calif 

 

8/15/34  Everett Schwarzmann, 5669 Pryal St Oakland Calif 

8/15/34  Geo. J. Jackson, 5937 Shafter Ave Oakland Calif 

 

July 5 193558  Built Big Carien [sic] on Summit Top 

Judd Boynton 5th Ascent 

Helen McDonald 1st ascent 

Clyde B. Lane59 2nd ascent 

Alan D. McCharles 5th ascent 

 

August 11th, 1935  Climbed from southeast saddle ï took our time and liked it. 

David R Brower60, RCS, SC 

Jack Tarr, Yosemite and Tacoma Washington 

Robert B. Sanders61 Stanford and Pasadena Calif 

Up south and down north routes. 

 

-------------------- 

 

David Brower makes his first appearance in the register on August 11, 1935.  

Brower would become the first salaried Executive Director of the Sierra Club and 

be involved in conservation and climbing activities, including writing and editing 

climbing guides.  Browerôs autobiography For Earth's Sake: The Life and Times 
of David Brower is must reading.  Brower and Leonard wrote the first Climberôs 

Guide to the High Sierra, including a section on Yosemite Valley in the February 

1940 Sierra Club Bulletin.  Mt. Starr King was included and the two original 

routes were described. 

 

 

 

 

 
58 Duplicate entry ï see prior register page. 
59 Lane also climbed Starr King on July 1, 1935. 
60 Browerôs other ascents:  August 18, 1935, March 9, 1937, July 27, 1937 
61 Other ascents of Starr King on August 18, 1935 and August 16, 1936. 
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8/17/35  Alan D. McCharles62 UC ô36 ï 6th ascent 

8/17/35  Ruth Stage 1st ascent UC ô36  1929 Vine St  Berkeley Calif 

 

8/18/35  Up north route from Little Yosemite.  Down by Anderson route, since we 

found it good coming up last week. 

Dave Brower63, Berkeley ï Yosemite 

Robert Sanders64 , Pasadena & Stanford 

William B. Newby, Glendale ï Yosemite 

 

Sept 9 1935  Sierra Club RCS party 

1.  Raffi Bedayan65 RC San Francisco Party in Yosem. 

  2.  Don M. Woods, San Jose 

  3.  Charles Burkett Jr. 

4.  Peter Grubb RCS 

  5.  Torcom Bedayan SF RCS 

1936 

6-31-3666  Alan D. McCharles UC ô36 ï 7th ascent.  Visibility dense ï wind strong 

ï damn chilly 

 

7-3-36 Ethel May Hill, College of Pacific Stockton Calif. 

7-3-36 Owen L. Williams67 (2nd ascent) Stockton Calif 

1937 

3-9-37 Dave Brower68 Yosemite RCS SC 

Joe Specht Yosemite 

First winter ascent.  5 ½ hours on skis from Glacier Point Road to saddle 

at south.  Snowing. 

 
62 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1, 

1935, July 6, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
63 Browerôs other ascents:  August 11, 1935, March 9, 1937, July 27, 1937 
64 Other ascents of Starr King on August 11, 1935 and August 16, 1936. 
65 Raffi Bedayan later was a maker of carabiners.  He also changed his name to 

Bedayn. 
66 See note for August 17, 1935, above.  For the purposes of this book, this ascent is 

considered to have been on June 30, 1936. 
67 Williams also climbed Starr King on July 9, 1931. 
68 Browerôs other ascents:  August 11, 1935, August 18, 1935, July 27, 1937 
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8-9-36  Wm Kat69, Yosemite Cal 

8-9-36  Dan Gribhan,  Yosemite Cal 

 

8-16-36 Wm Kat70 

8-16-36  Robert B. Sanders71, Stanford U    I canôt help adding 3rd ascent.   Honi 

soit qui mal y pense72  

 

REGISTER REMOVED 

5/29/37 

By Committee on Mountain Records ï Sierra Club 

BOOK TYPE REGISTER PLACED 

5/29/37 

 

(The committee on Mountain Records was revived 6/10/33 by the discussion 

herein of the records on this peak.   Richard M. Leonard)73 

 

-------------------- 

 

William Kat was a carpenter who went to work on building the Ahwahnee Hotel 

in 1927.  He fell in love with Yosemite and stayed on in building maintenance 

with the Yosemite Park and Curry Company until 1946 when he retired.   These 

are his first recorded entries at age 61, but he may have had earlier ascents.  He 

said he climbed Mt. Starr King 19 times. 

  

 
69 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
70 Ibid 
71 Other ascents of Starr King on August 11, 1935 and August 18, 1935. 
72 The Latin reference is the motto of the Order of the Garter which is translated as 

ñEvil be to him that evil thinksò. In this context it could mean ñif you think this ascent 

is of little consequence, so are youò.  Sanders was almost 22 at this time. 
73 This statement refers to the discussion Leonard and Boynton had about the history 

of who had climbed the peak. 
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The First Book Register 

1937-1981  
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Mount Starr King 

Register placed  

May 29, 1937 

 

By  

 

Sierra Club 

Rock Climbing Party 

 

1.  Neil M. Ruge 

2.  Muir Dawson 

3.  DeWitt Allen 

-------------------------------------------- 

1973 

 Please donôt rip out pages containing famous climberôs names.  

Nelson and Salathè are gone. 

 

-------------------- 

1937 

Two members of the climbing party placing the register, Dawson74 and Allen75, 

later had rock climbing first ascents in Yosemite Valley.  Ruge lived on Cragmont 

Avenue in Berkeley in 1935 and was an active Sierra Club mountaineer.  He was 

on the first ascent of an un-named peak in 1934 that was subsequently named Mt. 

Ansel Adams. 

 

The 1973 note indicates that pages containing the records of the ascents of John 

Salathè and Anton Nelson, famous names to be sure, had gone missing, and of 

course other names disappeared from the register, too.  No entries from 1950 and 

1954 are in the register, and either year may be the time period covered by the 

missing pages.  Based on the handwriting and the year, 1973, the author of this 

note was probably Chris Denney76 who made nine ascents of the peak in this 

register. 

 
74 First ascent of Split Pinnacle, Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 59 
75 First ascent of Kat Pinnacle in 1940 (named for William Kat whose name we see in 

these registers).  A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 36 
76 Denny made an ascent of Starr King on July 21, 1973. 
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May 29 1937  Sierra Club Rock Climbing Section 

 1. W. Kenneth Davis RCS-SC 

 2. Hermann F. Ulrich, AAC, HMC 

 3. Birs M. Hall RSC 

 1. Kenneth D. Adam77 SC-RCS 

 2. Nick A. Landers RCS 

 3. P Lucas SC-RCS 

 

June 7 1937  1.  Bob Brinton SC RCS 

 2.  Bill Rice SMS RCS UCLA 

 3.  John P. Burch SC 

 3 hrs from Glacier Point.  Looks like rain. 

 

July 18, 1937  D.L.Babenroth, Leonia N.J. AMC 

 Granville P. Ashcroft  NPS-USC Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

 Bob Godwin U.C. 

 Verlin G. Baysinger ï Pekin Illinois (a fine climb on a fine day) 

 

-------------------- 

 

Kenneth Adam and W. Kenneth Davis, both Bay Area rock climbers, were on the 

first ascent of the Royal Arches route with Morgan Harris in 1936, a classic climb 

in Yosemite Valley.78 

 

Bob Brinton and Bill Rice were a pair of Southern California rock climbers who 

developed their skills at Tahquitz Rock near Idyllwild, then came north to 

Yosemite to climb.  Both Brinton and Rice had first ascents at Tahquitz in 1936, 

Brinton on the Piton Pooper and Fingertip Traverse, Rice on Angelôs Fright and 

the Fingertip Traverse (with Brinton and two others)79. 

 
77 See also May 27, 1944 and May 21, 1957 
78 A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 104 
79 A Climberôs Guide to Tahquitz Rock, Wilts and Wilson, 1956, p. 20, 24 and 26 
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July 20, 1937  Alan D. McCharles80  U.C. ô36 7th Ascent 

 Jack Schafer U.C. 39 Sigma Chi 

 Lyn R. Wright81 U.C. 38 Delta Tau Delta  3rd Ascent 

 To Dan Langford on the day he makes it,  ñCongratulationsò 

July 23 ï 1937  Dan Langford U.C. Alpha Sigma Phi Class of ó38 

 Alan D. McCharles82  

 To McShafe ï Didnôt use my hands and came up on one foot. 

Aug 14, 1937  Frederic A. Brand, 490  3rd Ave S.F. Cal.  U.C. ó39 

Aug 22, 1937  Harris F. Shaw Jr. ï and barefooted too ïBerkeley Calif D.P.O. 

ó3683 

 Wm Kat84, Yosemite 

 Carl P. Jensen SC RCS 

 Thomas L. Johnston CCHC 

 

--------------------  

 

The August 22nd entry with William Kat and Harris F. Shaw continues on the next 

register page to include Carl P. Jensen and Thomas L. Johnston, so they are shown 

above to keep the party intact.  The annotation by Johnstonôs name is CCHC 

which stands for the Camp Curry Hiking Club, an ad hoc summer organization.  

In all likelihood Shaw and Jensen were also summer employees of the Yosemite 

Park and Curry Company.  Carl Jensen became a talented climber who was on the 

first ascent of Jensenôs Jaunt85 at Tahquitz Rock in 1938 as well as that of Pulpit 

Rock86 in Yosemite Valley in 1939.  

 
80 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1, 

1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 23, 1937, June25, 1955. 
81 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, June 25, 1955, 

October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960. 
82 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 1, 

1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, June25, 1955. 
83 The meaning of the abbreviation D.P.O. is unclear. 
84 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
85 A Climberôs Guide to Tahquitz Rock, Wilts and Wilson, 1956, p. 28 
86 A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 183 
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Aug 29 37  Wm Kat87, Yosemite 

 J. Fritsch, Yos 

1938 

July 7 1938  Attained summit at 11:30A.M. clear with haze over valley.  Plenty of 

snow on crest and Clark Range. Sierra Hikers  Assoc. 

 P.S. Olson, Riverside Calif. 

 Frank M. Dwiggins, Theta Chi U.C.L.A. 29 Gayley Ave. Westwood Cal 

 George Robert Hudson88, UCLA 2919 Lyric St L.A. 

 Fred Hudson89, Los Angeles Cal.  John Marshall High School 

 

-------------------- 

 

On August 29th William Kat accompanied Jules Fritsch up the peak.  Fritsch was a 

Swiss-German hired in 1928 by the Yosemite Park and Curry Company as part of 

their development of cross country ski touring and ski mountaineering in the 

park90, well before the official opening of Badger Pass in January 1936 and the 

general shift to downhill skiing.  The first ski hut was a cabin on the west side of 

Mt. Watkins.  Mary Curry Tresidder recalled, ñPlans for Snow Creek Cabin were 

drawn by Eldridge T. Spencer, with Dr. Tresidder poring over them and making 

suggestions.  We had a book of pictures and plans of Swiss mountain huts, I 

remember, which we referred to.  Bill Kat did a good deal of the work on the 

cabin, and Dick Michaelis, later the caretaker there, and Jules Fritsch, the little 

Swiss ski instructor, also worked on it.ò91  Kat also worked on the ski facilities in 

the Badger Pass area.  He spoke German fluently, as well as his native Dutch, so 

he and Fritsch were a good fit.  Fritsch, the subject of a well known Ansel Adams 

photograph, was caught skiing down Lembert Dome in Yosemite making a single, 

swooping track on an otherwise unbroken snow slope.  Fritsch did serious ski 

 
87 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
88 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 28, 1939, July 19, 1940 
89 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 28, 1939, June 11, 1941, August 24, 

1947  
90 Yosemiteôs Innkeepers by Shirley Sargent, p.109 
91 Yosemite Nature Notes, Volume XXXII, Number 2, February 1953 



 

75 

 

mountaineering and winter ascents of Sierra peaks.  Kat used snowshoes for his 

winter outings. 

 

------------------- 

 

If one wants to avoid the crowds, what are the best months to ascend Mt. Starr 

King?  The register has dates for most ascents which include the month, or allow 

one to deduce it:  

 

Month Climbs 
Jan 69 

Feb 9 
Mar 35 
Apr 48 
May 154 
Jun 268 
Jul 309 
Aug 184 
Sep 106 

Oct 146 
Nov 20 
Dec 13 
Unknown 3 

 

The month of January 1976 had 56 ascents.  A group outing from Westmont 

College was the cause of this anomaly. Absent this, the total for all Januaryôs 

would have been 13, and the best months to avoid the crowds would have been 

November through February.  The register entries do not say if the reason for the 

outing in January 1976 was the Bicentennial, or the celebration of the 100th 

anniversary of the first ascent of the peak by George Blake Bayley, Sidney 

Vanuxem Smith and Manuel Flores, or mere happenstance.  The chances of 

meeting anyone on Mt. Starr King in January are slim.   



 

76 

 

 
 

The month of October stands out as a seeming anomaly, but October is one of the 

truly glorious months for climbing in Yosemite, even with its shorter days. 
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July 10, 1938  Fred Kelley (solo) R.C.S.  4 hrs. from intersection Mono Mdws 

trail and Glacier Pt. road, via southern saddle.  Traversed SE-NW also 

NE-SW 

  

July 21 1938  Wm Kat92, Yosemite 

 David Zealor ï a poor U.C. med student  - more ways than one.  Now 

letôs eat. 

 Alexis W. Byrne, U.C. almost med student.  I love life. 

 John Emanuel93, Stanford U.  I am so shaky now I can hardly write.  I 

hope we get down. 

 Alfred Kubo, Interlaken Switzerland, VENI VIDI VICI!!!! 94 

 

08/03/1939  Have had a hard time getting those four boys up but made it and got 

down again OK.  Wm Kat95 

 

--------------------- 

 

Although the page ends with Alexis Byrneôs entry, the rest of the party and a later 

comment by William Kat from the next page are included for the sake of 

continuity.  The note by Kat was dated a year later and written when he was, 

apparently, on the peak alone.  Kat often took a few others with no experience up 

the peak, and, as the writings of the four young men above show, it was a thrill.  

Kat, 63 on this ascent, greatly enjoyed the company of the young summer 

employees in Yosemite.  A photograph of Kat and the four young men of the July 

21, 1938 ascent is on the following page.  The photo also shows that the ñbig 

carienò built by Judd Boynton and partners on July 5, 1935 is still there.  The page 

after the group photo has an enlargement to show the detail of the register box.  

 
92 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
93 Emanuelôs other ascent of Starr King was on September 3, 1938 
94 ñI came, I saw, I conquered,ò from Caesarôs Conquest of Gaul 
95 See note for 7/21/1938 for his other ascents.. 
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July 27, 193796 Ascent by SE ridge ï 4 hours from Glacier Point 

 Morgan Harris97 ï SC RCS 

 Dave Brower98 ï SC RCS 

 Joe Brower SC RCS99 

 Jeane Barnbrock ï U.C.L.A. 

 

August 10, 1938  Dr. C.R. Wylie Jr.,100 Ohio State University.  Came up alone via 

SE Saddle.  Nice climb - nice view. 

 

--------------------  

 

Morgan Harris had fourteen rock climbing first ascents in Yosemite Valley.  

Surely his greatest accomplishment was the first ascent of the Royal Arches route, 

a climb for which he was the driving force.   

 

C.R. Wylie was a mathematician and poet.  You never know who will show up 

climbing solo on Mt. Starr King!  Aside from his poetry, his books also include 

101 Puzzles in Thought and Logic, Advanced Engineering Mathematics, 

Foundations of Geometry, and Introduction to Projective Geometry.  His poem 

ñParadoxò is quite good.  Wylie neatly boxed in his entry, something only one 

other person did in the registers.  Is this a turn of the mathematicianôs mind? 

 

 

 

 

 
96 The year may be in error as the month and day appear in correct order with the 

preceding and following entries. 
97 Harrisô other Starr King ascent was on May 21, 1957 
98 Dave Browerôs other ascents:  August 11, 1935, August 18, 1935, March 9, 1937 
99 Dave Browerôs younger brother.  Dates of his other ascents:  June 29, 1939, August 

4, 1940, July 10, 1941 
100 Clarence R. Wylie.  His books are still available on the secondary market. 
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Sept 3, 1938  Johnny Emanuel101 Stanford U.  Second time up.  Lots easier this 

time.  Going to try it on one leg next time. 

 Fred A. Pellagriso.  First time up ï a real thrill ï Makes Glacier babyôs 

stuff.  Occidental College, Princeton N.J. 

 Wm Kat102, Yosemite 

1939 

May 29 1939 Sierra Club RCS 

 Dorothy Markwad103, San Jose 

 John A Dyer104 RCS Leader Berkeley 

 Ray LôEsperance RCS SF 

 Ray E. Montrose Sierra Club 

 B.E. Gigas, S.C. Chapter 

 Robert Board ï Sierra Club ï Loma Prieta (Los Gatos) 

 Fred Toby RCS SF 

 Harvey Mielenz, Bay Chapter 

 Harvey Dowling RCS Burlingame 

 Harry Meyer RCS Sierra Club Long Barn Calif 

  

--------------------  

 

The comment by Pellegriso on September 3rd, ñmakes Glacier babyôs stuffò refers 

to hiking (or scrambling) the Ledge Trail to Glacier Point from behind Camp 

Curry.  The trail has long been closed.  It was difficult to maintain and a number 

of accidents took place on it, including fatalities. 

 

Regarding the May 29, 1939 entry, Richard Leonard wrote an article in the 

February 1940 Sierra Club Bulletin about rock climbing by 37 club members in 

Yosemite where on page 118 he said, 

 

 
101 Emanuelôs other ascent of Starr King was on July 21, 1938 
102 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
103 Also climbed the peak on October 29, 1942 
104 Dyer also ascended Starr King on May 31, 1941 
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Mt. Starr King. ï On May 28, under the generous leadership of Dorothy 

Markwad and John Dyer, ten members of the trip were able to enjoy the 

extensive view from this formerly ñinaccessibleò summit. 

Mount Clark. ï Many enjoy general mountaineering and wilder and 

higher country rather than pure rock climbing in the valley.  Thus on a 

four day trip Lester Ferris, Ben Hall, Stephen Hall and Tom Morley 

ascended Mt. Clark from Washburn Lake , and also reached the summit 

of Mount Starr King on their return. 

 

Leonardôs article is partly corroborated by the register in the May 29, 1939 entry, 

although one of the two is off by a day.  However, the names of Lester Ferris, Ben 

Hall, Stephen Hall and Tom Morley are nowhere in the register.  This raises a 

question about the integrity of the climbers, the integrity of the register or 

Leonardôs understanding of what happened as it was reported to him.  Of course 

there is no answer, but it may be as simple as the climbers not signing the book. 

 

-------------------- 

 

The route used by climbers is sometimes mentioned in register entries.  The two 

original routes were the NE (George Blake Bayley, Sidney Vanuxem Smith and 

Manuel Floresô first ascent route from 1876) and the SE (George Andersonôs route 

from 1877).  Other routes were put up later, but the two original were the most 

popular.  For climbs where the route name was given, these are the percents: 

 

Route % Climbs 

Southwest 1 

Northwest 2 

West 3 

East Face 6 

Northeast (Bayley, Smith and Flores 

1876) 31 

Southeast (Anderson 1877) 57 

 100 
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Andersonôs route has the advantage of being warm and dry more than Bayley, 

Smith and Floresô.  However, for some winter ascents climbers found they could 

virtually walk up the snow to the summit on Bayley, Smith and Floresô route.  The 

other routes are rock climberôs routes, and information about them should be 

sought from a guide book such as Southern Yosemite Rock Climbs by Mark and 

Shirley Spencer.105   

 
105 Mark Spencer has had nine ascents of Mt. Starr King, one in the period covered by 

this book on July 13, 1980. 
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June 29 ô39  By SE Ridge.  Will descend by diagonal crack on N. face. 

 Joe Brower106 SC RCS 

 Ester Ray SC 

 

July 14, 1939  6 hrs from Camp Curry via Vernal and Nevada Falls:  Left at 

4:30A.M. arrived 10:30, up north-east crack. 

 Everett H. Breed, Stanford U ó35107 

 Wm Kat108, Yosemite 

 

July 16, 1939  4 ½ hrs from Happy Isles. 

 Robert P. Allen109 ï U.C. ô34  Sierra Club ï Yosemite Field School ô36.  

Solo. 

 

-------------------- 

 

In order to train naturalists for the park, Dr. Harold C. Bryant, C. M. Goethe and 

Loye Holmes Miller started the Yosemite School of Field Natural History in 1925.  

The school had  many alumni who went on  to work in Yosemite and other 

parks.110  C.A. ñBertò Harwell was the Director of the school at one point (see his 

ascent of Starr King on September 31, 1931) and Carl Sharsmith attended the 

Field School. Robert P. Allen wrote a short article outlining some of the research 

done by the Field School for the 1953 Sierra Club Bulletin.  

 
106 Dates of his other ascents:  July 27, 1937, August 4, 1940, July 10, 1941 
107 Breed was optimistic.  He graduated in 1936 and went on to earn an MBA in 1940.  

He served as a naval officer in the North Atlantic doing convoy duty in WWII. 
108 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
109 Allen ascended Starr King also on June 25, 1959. 
110 www.yosemite.ca.us/library/guardians_of_the_yosemite/superintendents.html 
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July 28 ô39   arrived 1:00  climbed north face via Nevada Falls from Camp Curry; 

approaching storm with a few drops all ready 

 George R. Hudson111, 2519 Lyric St Los Angeles (UCLA) 

 Mary Louise Koch, Feet a little raw but had lots of fun climbing.  Los 

Angeles Calif 

 Eileen Fuller, L.A.  Certainly worth the few difficulties.  Hope my feet 

carry me back. 

 Fred Hudson112, L.A.  2nd time up.  Sierra Club member.  John Marshall 

High School 

 

 

 

  

 
111 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, July 19, 1940 
112 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, June 11, 1941, August 24, 

1947 
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July 29, 1939  Phoebe Russell113, RCS SM SC 

 Nora Brandt, Riverside 

 Wm Kat114, Yosemite 

 Chet Fennell, Yosemite 

 

August 13, 1939  Ralph Elliott115, Burlingame 

 Herbert Wetzler, Yosemite 

 Wm Kat116, Yosemite 

1940 

July 19, ô40  From Happy Isles in 5 ½ hours; left at 12 oôclock noon and hope will 

get back to trail before dark. 

 George R. Hudson117 U.C.L.A., 2519 Lyric St LA 

 

--------------------  

 

In 1966 William Kat wrote the following about his trip up Mt. Starr King with 

Elliott and Wetzler on August 13, 1939: 

 

 Herbert Wetzler, a lanky six-foot four inch Texan, a student of a 

southern college, and a summer clerk at the accounting office of the 

Curry Company in Yosemite Valley, was full of fun and had a great 

hankering to do some mountain climbing. But he wouldnót dare to climb 

by himself, so he asked me if he could go along with me which suited me 

fine. The next Sunday we two and another summer helper, Ralph Elliott, 

 
113 Russell also climbed Starr King on May 30, 1941 with her sister, Elizabeth Lewis.  

Phoebe Russell and Elizabeth Lewis were the cousins of Ruth Dyar Mendenhall, an 

early climber of note in southern California.  The two ladies joined the Sierra Club in 

1938.  Ruth married John Mendenhall and they climbed peaks and technical rock 

climbs at Tahquitz.  See ñWoman on the Rocks, the Mountaineering Letters of Ruth 

Dyar Mendenhallò. 
114 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
115 Elliottôs other ascent of Starr King was on July 26. 1940 
116 See note 78 
117 George Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938 and July 28, 1939 
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drove to Glacier Point and with our rucksacks, climbing rope, water and 

food, started the trail which led us to a canyon where we crossed the 

Illilouette Creek and proceeded to the Anderson route at the southeast 

saddle of Mt. Starr King. This was really a nice climb over boulders and 

slick slopes where a little friction climbing was a revelation to Herb, who, 

laying flat on his belly crawled like a huge lizard. We made the saddle in 

fair time but now the actual climb started. I showed the boys how to 

handle the ropes and gave a few little instructions on how to behave if 

one should slip or should get in distress.  

 I started the first steep smooth wall and went up to where there 

was a place to stand. Of course we were all three roped together and I 

made my first belay station without difficulty. Next there was about eight 

feet of the smoothest rock so I crawled and, reaching out, caught a little 

unevenness to help pull myself up and I was then able to reach a rock 

where I could belay to help the boys up to where I was with room enough 

for all. The boys did all they could to climb the cliff, but wound up 

climbing the rope that I held secure around a protruding upright rock.  

Then came the real test for we had to traverse a two-inch wide line of 

rock, harder than the granite rock of the dome. Here a slip would be fatal, 

for the steep, smooth slope went down hundreds of feet. I went ahead and 

walked the line (the proper name is dike). The dike runs horizontal about 

thirty feet where there is a good place to belay. After I and the rope were 

secured the boys followed but were really scared. However, I had 

spanned a half-inch rope from the upright rock to where I was and so 

made a handrail. All got safely to the next station. Now it was going up 

again very steep, but, by laying on the right side with footrests and 

handgrips on the sinuous edge of an overlaying shell, we all got up 

nicely.  

 Herb declared, ˈIóve never felt happier in my life. 

 We now came to a niche where there was room for six. We 

rested there after the last strenuous climb and then crossed a soft, wide, 

slick slope by friction climbing. We were now under a huge overhanging 

slab, which had cracked off from the mountain and gave us a chance to 

climb out in the open sunshine. The rest was easy going and on the top 

we signed our names on a hidden climbersó registration book. I asked the 

boys how they liked being on top of Starr King where hardly anyone ever 

comes. They were as happy as kids can be.  
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 After scanning over the horizon, pointing out the various peaks, 

we spotted a niche where the careful Mr. Anderson had piled a small 

supply of firewood sticks in the year of 1877 - two years after the year I 

was born.  

 We went down exactly the way we came up with only one 

difference. Going up I had the lead, going down I was the last to belay for 

the boysó safety. 

 Following this adventure Kat and Wetzler went on another to 

White Mountain just south of Mt. Conness where Wetzler accidentally 

knocked a rock down a chimney which hit Kat and cause him to fall a 

good distance. He broke his neck, had a fracture at the base of the skull 

and other points, broke his shoulder and foot. He was not expected to live 

but he pulled out of it. In fact, he was back to work within two months, 

and he climbed Mt. Starr King twice the following summer.   
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July 19, 1940  1st mountain climb I actually completed ï Broke my 2 best finger 

nails!!  Gerald E. Ganopole118, Los Angeles City College, 3511 Effie St 

L.A. 

 

July 26, 1940  Ralph Elliott119 ï Burlingame Calif.  Second time but not last 

 Armin Williams.  11:30 ï very clear, the Coast Range visable in the 

distant haze. 

 Robert W. Ward, Downey Calif.  Compton J.C. ô35.  There are scares for 

some ñYea Manò 

 Wm Kat120, Yosemite 

 

August 4, 1940  From Glacier in 4 ½ hours via N. crack. 

 Joe Brower121, SC RCS, Berkeley Calif Y.L. [Yosemite Lodge] 

 Chet Fennell, Yosemite Calif G.P. [Glacier Point] 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
118 Ganopoleôs other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1941, August 2, 1941, August 9, 

1941, June 30, 1943 
119 Elliottôs other ascent of Starr King was on August 13, 1939 
120 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
121 Dates of his other ascents:  July 27, 1937, June 29, 1939, July 10, 1941 
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Sept 1, 1940 Traverse SW to N 

 Sterling Cramer122, Yosemite 

 Jules Fritsch, Yosemite 

 Don Buchanan, Yosemite 

 Wm Kat123, Yosemite 

 

Sept 1, 1940 A hurried Ascent  Completed morning shift of dishwashing at 

Camp Curry at 1:00pm.  Left Happy Isles at 1:50pm.  Reached top of 

Nevada Falls at 2:40 pm; base of Starr King Dome at 4:10; and summit at 

4:30 pm.  I have an evening shift of dishwashing starting at 7:30pm.  So 

here I goééééé 

 R.D. Olson124, Sierra Club Riverside. 

 

 I donôt believe this.  Phil Arnot Oct 59. 

 I still donôt believe it.  Phil Arnot July ó62 

 

-------------------- 

 

The climb by Kat on September 1, 1940 included three others who comprised a 

group of residents.  Cramer was the Vice President for Finance and Treasurer of 

the Yosemite Park and Curry Company.125  Normally people high in the company 

kept away from mountaineering at this time, but Cramer had his office in the 

Ahwahnee and Kat had his workshop there and they had a friendship. Jules Fritsch 

we have met before, the little ski instructor from Switzerland.  Don Buchanan was 

a prodigious hiker and scrambler who made more than 20 ascents of Half Dome 

by going directly up from Mirror Lake to catch the cable route.126 

 
122 Also ascended Starr King on August 8, 1943. 
123 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
124 Olson also climbed Starr King on June 26, 1941 
125 Yosemiteôs Innkeepers by Shirley Sargent, p.114 
126 Sierra Club Bulletin, February 1940, p. 51 
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Although the Olsonôs time on September 1st was hard to believe for Phil Arnot, 

Olsonôs times were reasonable for someone in excellent physical condition.  He 

probably slept well after his evening shift. 
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Climbers of Mt. Starr King sometimes noted which approach they used to get to 

the base of the granite domes.  The easiest approach is probably from the Glacier 

Point Road, although in some seasons it may be hard to cross Illilouette Creek.  

The other popular approach is from Yosemite Valley.  A small number of 

climbers end up at Mt. Starr King by coming down from the higher country, 

sometimes from Mt. Clark. 

 

 



 

101 

 

  



 

102 

 

1941 

May 30, 1941  Decoration Day127 (Anderson Route from Glacier Point) 

 Elizabeth Lewis,128 So. Pasadena 

 Phoebe Russell129, RCS, Sierra Club.  Cloudy and starting to snow 

 Wm Kat130 Yosemite 

May 31, 1941  Merlen Thayer, RCS Sierra Club, So. Calif 

 John Dyer131, RCS 

 Auguste Frugè132, Mother Lode Chapter Sacramento 

 Allen Strauss, Loma Prieta 

 William A. Horsfall,133 S.F. 

 Tom Julles, Mother Lode SC 

 Charlotte Lewis, Bay Chapter 

 Glenn L. Weber, Bay Chapter 

 Randall Rice 

 Eleonore Jinno, Bay Chapter Sierra Club 

Florence Rata, Bay Chapter Sierra Club 

 Arthur Davey, Mother Lode Chapter Sierra Club 

 Ray Lesperance, Bay Chapter Sierra Club 

June 11, 1941  Fred Hudson134 L.A..  3rd ascent via N slope.  A very clear and 

warm day with few clouds. 

 
127 Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day, the day on which flowers 

were placed on the graves of deceased veterans. 
128 Elizabeth Lewis and Phoebe Russell were sisters from Southern California 
129 Russell also climbed Starr King on July 29, 1939. 
130 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
131 John Dyer was on the first ascent of the Direct Route on Washington Column in 

1940.  Dyer also ascended Starr King on May 29, 1939 
132 August Frugè, was a conservationist and a longtime director of the University of 

California Press. 
133 Horsfall was on Richard Leonardôs list of Rock Climbing Section members of the 

Bay Area Chapter of the Sierra Club, and he was on the first ascent of the Illilouette 

Fall West Side route.  A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 1964. 
134 Fred Hudson also climbed the peak on July 7, 1938, July 28, 1939, August 24, 

1947 
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June 26, 1941  Climbed by N.E. slope. 

 R.D. Olson,135 S.C. Los Angeles.  4 hrs 5 min from Happy Isles 

 Bob Griffin Oakland Cal.  Clouds and misty all around dome, canôt see 

over.  1st ascent and a good one. 

 Ty Scoggins, Colusa 

 

July 10, 1941  Thurs. 

 Joe Brower136, S.C. 

 Jules M. Eichorn137, S.C. 

 Wm Kat138, Yosemite.  1st ascent for Wm Kat as a Sierra Club member 

 

July 24, 1941  Thursday. Left Happy Isles 9:00am.  Arrive at noon.  Scattered 

cumulus clouds in all directions. 

 Jerry Ganopole139.  2nd ascent L.A. City College.  Walked up on my 

hands blindfolded this time (?) 

 Bill Herman.  Hollywood.  Rode my bike up.  Guess Iôll coast down on 

the handlebars! 

 

 

  

 
135 Olson also climbed Starr King on September 1, 1940 
136 Dates of his other ascents:  July 27, 1937, June 29, 1939, August 4, 1940 
137 Eichorn was one of the great early climbers whose first ascent of the Higher 

Cathedral Spire with Richard Leonard in 1934 presaged a shift to technical climbing 

in Yosemite Valley. 
138 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
139 Ganopoleôs other ascents of Starr King:  July 19, 1940, August 2, 1941, August 9, 

1941, June 30, 1943 
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Aug 2, 1941  Ascended N. slope.  5 hrs. from Happy Isles.  Plenty of fun getting 

party up.  4th member, Colleen Gudagno waiting at base. 

 Jerry Ganopole140.  3rd ascent LA City College 

 Jeanne Few.  John Marshall High.  Just the thing to develop the calves of 

your legs. 

 Wesley W. Williams.  U.C.L.A. Sigma Chi.  How did I do it? 

 

Aug 9, 1941  3 hrs from Happy Isles.  

 Jerry Ganopole ï L.A. ought to name this place after me by now. 

 Chuck Rogers.  Fresno State College B.K, 1st attempt at climbing ï not 

bad. 

 

September 3, 1941  J. Dan Webster141, Newark Calif ï 1941 Field School of 

Natural History.  4 ½ hours from Camp Curry. 

1942 

May 30 ô42  Ethel Jane Smith 

 Bill Rice 142RCS SC.  North Hollywood 

 

  

 
140 Ganopoleôs other ascents of Starr King:  July 19, 1940, July 24, 1941, August 9, 

1941, June 30, 1943 
141 Webster wrote about the life zones of the Hetch Hetchy region in Yosemite as a 

student at the Yosemite School of Field Natural History:  Nature Notes for November 

1941, http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/yosemite_nature_notes/.   Webster became a 

professor who published works about parasitology.  Webster also ascended Starr King 

on July 15, 1942. 
142 See June 7, 1937 for more information about Bill Rice 

http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/yosemite_nature_notes/
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May 30, 1942  Milton Frinck 

 Malcolm Smith.  Pasadena Calif 

 

July 13, 1942  4 hours from Curry. 

 Jim Sheppard143, Sigma Chi, Toast man Curry Kit.  U.C. ó46 

 Bob Daniells.  Coffee man Curry Cafe 

 Russell Barnecut S.F.J.C. Alpha Delta Epsilon.  Head Dishwasher at 

Camp Curry Cafeteria 

 

July 15, 1942  J. Dan Webster 144ï Newark Calif. And the ñGreasy Spoonò. 

 

October 29, 1942  Cloudy.  Cold.  Climbed from saddle.  A little snow 

 Dorothy Markwad145, San Jose 

 Douglas Whiteside146, Avenill Park NY 

1943 

June 30, 1943  See! 

 Mark Beaumont SC RCS ï Jerry pulled me up all the way.  No feet left 

either, just stumps. 

 Jerry Ganopole147.  How do we get [see next page] 

 

  

 
143 Also climbed the peak on June 28, 1944 
144 On this date Webster is an employee of the Curry Company.  Webster also 

ascended Starr King on September 3, 1941. 
145 Also climbed the peak on May 29, 1939 
146 Whiteside also ascended Starr King on June 1, 1946. 
147 This is the last recorded entry by Ganopole for Mt. Starr King.  In 1948 he was on 

the first ascent of a variation to the established route up Lower Catherdral Spire with 

Raffi Bedayn, Paul Estes, and Roy Gorin.   A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, 

Steve Roper, 1964, p. 158.  Ganopoleôs other ascents of Starr King:  July 19, 1940, 

July 24, 1941, August 2, 1941, August 9, 1941 
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 Back down?  The spikes are in the wrong way.  Ellen B. at base.  Not 

enuf rope for 3, & too short to get her. 

 

Aug 8 1943  Stewart Cramer, Yosemite California born in Cleveland Ohio age 12 

 Margaret Wilson, Yosemite Natôl Park California Sunday.  I wore out my 

pants coming up 

 Wm Kat148, Yosemite 17th trip to here 

 Sterling S. Cramer149, Yosemite 

 

-------------------- 

 

I was fortunate to contact two people who went up Mt. Starr King with William 

Kat.  One was Stewart Cramer.  Here is the text of a letter he wrote in February 

2009 in reply to my questions: 

 

I am the Stewart Cramer age 12 who climbed Mt. Starr King in 1943 with 

your grandfather, and that is my name as it was then in the log at the 

summit.  My fatherôs name appears below your grandfatherôs name.  

Here are the answers to your questions: 

 

[What route did you take up Mt. Starr King?] 

1. We left the Glacier Point road and crossed Illilouette Valley to 

begin our climb. 

[What do you remember about the climb?] 

2. I remember much friction climbing near the top.  Your grandfather 

was quite adept at friction climbing. 

[Do you have any other recollections of William Kat?] 

3. He had his own way of doing things ï a ñlocal character.ò  About 

three years before, your grandfather and my father and I climbed the 

Gunsight-Bridalveil Notch.  Possibly a summer later (1942), I was 

climbing the talus in the lower ½ mile of Indian Canyon (Humo was 

 
148 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
149 Also ascended Starr King on September 1, 1940. 
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the original name of canyon and creek) and on the way back to the 

Valley floor, where the creek banks are mostly loose dirt and gravel, 

I saw a coat folded up, and a hat placed upon it ï sort of Tyrolian,  

and I recognized the hat as what I would see your grandfather 

wearing, so often.  Something told me to leave it in place.  When I 

got home I told my parents what I had seen on the bank of the 

canyon.  My father made a phone call and right away learned your 

grandfather had just arrived at the hospital that morning.  He had a 

broken leg.  Probably, as I was returning home, a hospital 

maintenance man had walked back up the canyon and retrieved his 

hat and coat.  I donôt know any details about how your grandfather 

got down from the canyon, or why his hat and coat were left behind. 

 

The reference to the broken leg gives the reason for no climbs up Mt. Starr King 

in 1942 by William Kat. 

 

-------------------- 

 

The ñLovers Leapò drawing was on one of the last two pages of the book.  I 

moved the drawing to be near Stewart Cramerôs entry.  Perhaps drawn 

surreptitiously at the time of his ascent, it is a 12 year old boyôs art work.  The 

name ñTonyò and ñ?ò may have been added later in a different hand. 
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1944 

May 27, 1944  Kenneth D. Adam150  SC 

 Kenneth S. Henderson USN, Spokane 

June 28, 1944  Jim Sheppard151 UC Sigma Chi USN 2nd trip up ï 15th consecutive 

year to Yosemite.  Two girls and a fellow at base they say they canôt 

make it.  Hot sunny day.  Some scattered clouds.  Still plenty of snow to 

the east. 

7/16/1944  Paul de Pfyffer Age 10 

 Ralph de Pfyffer 

 Wm Kat152, Yosemite (70).  18th trip up here.  This is my farewell trip to 

Starr King 

7/16/1944  Kenneth Wells, Richmond CA 1st trip, left 6AM arrived 1PM 

 James D. Lanella, 17 yr old, Burbank Calif. 1st trip but it wonôt be the last   

 

-------------------- 

 

In October 2008 Paul de Pfyffer wrote the following about his ascent in 1944:  

  

We went from the valley up the mist trail to the top of Nevada falls then 

up to Mt. Starr  King.  Mr. Kat led my father and I up the mountain.  As I 

remember, Mr. Kat knew the way very well and we had no trouble in 

climbing Mt. Starr King. 

 My parents lived in the valley.  I don't really remember much of 

the climb except a few places were a little scary to me; also Mr. Kat 

thought that I was the youngest climber to climb Mt. Starr King at that 

time. 

 

Paulôs father, Ralph de Pfyffer, was one of the Swiss ski instructors hired by the 

Yosemite Park and Curry Company around 1928.  By this time he was in charge 

of the photo lab for the Curry Company where he would remain.   

 
150 See also May 29, 1937 and May 21, 1957 
151 Also climbed the peak on July 13, 1942 
152 Katôs recorded ascents of Starr King were on August 9, 1936, August 16, 1936, 

August 22, 1937, August 29, 1937, July 21, 1938, September 3, 1938, July 14, 1939, 

July 29, 1939,  August 3, 1939, August 13, 1939, July 26, 1940, September 1, 1940, 

May 30, 1941, July 10, 1941, August 8, 1943, July 16, 1944. 
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William Kat shows his age as 70, but he was 69 years of age.  He had a habit of 

counting the day he was born as his first birthday.  He also says it is his farewell 

trip, and it is the last register entry for him.  In 1960 he was clear that he had 

climbed the peak 19 times.  The register only has 16 entries for him, so he may 

have made climbs and not signed in.  However, for our purposes here, the register 

is the controlling document.  

-------------------- 

 

The vast majority of climbers reached the summit of Mt. Starr King once, others 

several times.  In all we saw 1364 ascents in the registers made by 1146 different 

people.  The following table tells the tale: 

 

Ascents per 
Climber 

Number of 
Climbers 

Number of 
Ascents 

1 1018 1018 
2 91 182 
3 20 60 
4 8 32 
5 3 15 

6 1 6 
7 0 0 
8 2 16 
9 1 9 

10 1 10 
11 0 0 
12 0 0 
13 0 0 

14 0 0 
15 0 0 
16 1 16 

Totals 1146 1364 
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The number of people who made multiple ascents, 128 (in bold type), accounted 

for 9 percent of the climbers; however, this small group made 25 percent of the 

ascents!  Interestingly, the data when graphed create a beautiful curve, the kind of 

plot that would excite Dr. C.R. Wylie (See his ascent on August 10, 1938).  How 

is it that motivation, interest in climbing and the ability to do a climb add up to a 

beautiful curve?  We wait for the doctoral thesis on this combination of the mental 

and physical. 

 

The honor roll of those with more than 3 ascents: 

 

16  William Kat 

10  Alan D. McCharles 

  9  Chris Denny 

  8  Lyn R. Wright, Dave Willis 

  6  George Whitmore 

  5  Judd Boynton, Gerald Ganopole, David Lunn 

  4  Dave Brower, Joe Brower, Bruce Cooke, Ken Boche, Jeff Barton,                    

Fred Hudson, Ray Jewell, Howard Lewis 
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1945 

 

July 24, 1945  Douglas Macnair, San Francisco Calif  

 

1946 

 

June 1, 1946  Sierra Club Party.  24 in party to saddle from Glacier Point.  9 to 

top.  Returning by way of Nevada Falls trail. 

 Dorothy Kinkade 

 John C. Hoogland 

 Karl Boyer 

 Bernice Boyer 

 Helen Rudy 

 Dorothy Hill 

 Douglas Whiteside153, Yosemite 

 John Hart 

 Bob Bear 

 

1946-Aug.25  Gerhard Bakken, Jr.  U.C.L.A., 6812 Rita Ave, Huntington Park 

Cal..  Came up alone on north face. 

 Ronald Moak, ex UCLA, LA 43 Calif. 

 Up South Face partly by remote control 

 

-------------------- 

 

The Sierra Club group took a different overall route than others by starting from 

Glacier Point and ending in Yosemite Valley.  The nice part is that the hike is 

mostly downhill. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
153 Whiteside also ascended Starr King on October 29, 1942. 
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1947 

 

A ubiquitous bit of graffiti found during and after World War II was ñKilroy was 

here.ò  This graffiti phrase was not found in the register by the party ascending on 

August 24th 1947, and so the poem: 

 

 We laugh and holler 

  And scream with joy 

 Because we were here 

  Before Kilroy154 

 [In the hand of Bill Palmer, below entry] 

 

Aug 24, 1947  Fred Hudson155 

 Jim Robertson156 

 Bill Palmer157 (U.C.L.A.) 

 Came from Mono Mdeadows Trail along side of false Starr King.  

Reached top about 2:15 

 

Aug 30, 1947  1st solo assent [sic]              [later comment] Not so, see earlier, 

  1st assent [sic] W Face               RNT 1976 

 Jeffrey Armidillo Sr. 

 

 
154 From Wikipedia:  James J. Kilroy, an American shipyard inspector, may have been 

the man behind the signature. During World War II he worked at a shipyard where he 

was said to have written ñKilroy was hereò to mark rivets he had checked.  The idea 

was to prevent the erasure of chalk marks showing where a riveter ended his shift.  

Some riveters discovered they could receive extra pay by erasing the previous 

worker's chalk mark and chalking a mark farther back on the same seam, giving 

themselves credit for some of the previous riveter's work. Kilroy stopped this practice 

by writing "Kilroy was here" at the site of each chalk mark. At the time, ships were 

being sent out before they had been painted, so when sealed areas were opened for 

maintenance, soldiers found an unexplained name scrawled. Thousands of servicemen 

may have seen his slogan on ships and Kilroy's omnipresence and inscrutability 

sparked the legend.  
155 Fred Hudson also climbed Starr King on July 7, 1938, July 28, 1939, June 11, 1941 
156 Also climbed Starr King on June 9, 1951. 
157 Palmer also climbed Starr King on September 3, 1949 
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1948 

June 28, 1948 Climbed via northeast ridge 

 Richard Lemmon158, Sierra Club RCS 

 Keith A. Brueckner159 

1949 

Aug 27, 1949 Kenyon Cooke160, Oakland.  Raining slightly but fairly warm 

 Bruce Cooke161, Oakland 

 

Sept 3 1949 Webb Coulter162, W. Lost Angeles U.C.L.A.  Finally made it 

 Bill Palmer163 2nd time W. Lost Angeles U.C.L.A. 

 Via Glacier Point and Mono Meadows  4 ½ hrs. 

 

-------------------- 

 

Bruce and Kenyon Cooke were brothers who grew up in Oakland, Bruce the elder 

by about five years.  Bruce was well known in Bay Area rock climbing circles.  

He is next in the register in 1964, once for a solo climb and a second time with his 

brother Kenyon and Kenyonôs son. 

 

 

PAGES MISSING. 

The climbing year of 1949-1950. 

 

Entries from September 4, 1949 to July 22, 1950 are missing.  An entry in this 

register on July 25, 1965 refers to an entry by Anton (Ax) Nelson dated October 

23, 1949.  Nelsonôs fame on the Lost Arrow was too much for a souvenir hunter to 

ignore. 

 

 
158 Richard Lemmon became a Professor of Chemistry at the University of California 
159 Breuckner received his Ph.D. in physics from the University of California, 

Berkeley, in 1950 and had a distinguished career. 
160 Kenyon Cookeôs other ascent was on October 12, 1964 
161 Bruce Cookeôs other ascents:  September 7, 1964, October 12, 1964, June 27, 1966 
162 Coulter was on the water polo team at UCLA in 1948-1950. 
163 Palmer also climbed Starr King on August 24, 1947 
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1950 

July 22 [1950] Beautiful clear day.  Some climb.  I am still shaking I am so 

scared.  Donôt have mountains like this back home. 

 Leroy Williams Jr.  Virginia Tech ô52. Iol Park St, Christionsburg Va. 

1951 

May 19, 1951 Absolutely perfect day. 

 John Mowat S.A.C.164 

 B Vogel SAC 

 Hugh DeWitt, SAC 

 

May 19, 1951  same perfect day 

 Neely Bostich, Stanford Alpine Club 

 Marian Steineke, Stanford Alpine Club 

 Betsy Crowder, Stanford Alpine Club 

 Maxine Steineke, Stanford Alpine Club 

 

June 9, 1951 Roger A. Mann (Geneva N.Y. (C.C.D.R165.)) 

 Richard G. Robertson (15 yrs) Berkeley 

 Bob Dolan (Richmond) 

 Jim Robertson166 (2nd ascent ) Berkeley 

 Stu Robertson Berkeley (C.C.D.R.) 

 

-------------------- 

 

For more information about the S.A.C., see "The Stanford Alpine Club" by John 

Rawlings, CSLI Publications, Stanford University Libraries, Stanford, CA.  It is a 

194 page volume which gives an excellent history of the S.A.C.  It is well 

illustrated and indexed and has photography edited by Glen Denny167.  A short 

history of the SAC in Yosemite Valley is in ñCamp 4, Recollections of a 

Yosemite Rock Climberò by Steve Roper, 1994.  Mowat was on the first ascent of 

the Southwest Arete, West Side, of the Middle Brother in Yosemite Valley with 

 
164 S.A.C. stands for the Stanford Alpine Club.   
165 Camp Curry Dining Room 
166 Robertson also climbed Starr King on August 24, 1947 
167 Glen Denny climbed Starr King on June 30, 1965. 
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Nick Clinch, Dave Harrah and Sherman Lehman.  A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite 

Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 158.   

 

Marian and Maxine Steineke were the daughters of Max Steineke, an oil geologist 

in Saudi Arabia in the 1930ôs.  The two girls lived in Dhahran for two years, 

1937-1939 and are shown in Images of America, Early Los Altos and Los Altos 
Hill s on page 88 standing on a hill overlooking King Saudôs encampment.  The 

entire family was outdoors oriented, skiing, hiking, camping.  Maxine received a 

MS from Stanford in 1953 and Marian a BS in 1954.  The girls are also mentioned 

in Discovery! The Story of ARAMCO Then by Wallace Stegner, as well as in many 

other articles on the Internet. 

 

At Stanford Bea (Beatrice) Vogel made some of her own pitons at the Engineering 

Schoolôs metal shop.  She earned her PhD in arachnology from Yale, and was also 

involved in the fight for gender equality ï see Chapter 7 of Liberty and Sexuality ï 

The Right to Privacy and the Making of Roe V. Wade.  Vogel accompanied 

Warren Harding on the first ascent of the Harding Route on Glacier Point Apron, 

west side in 1957 in Yosemite Valley.   

 

These little blurbs I put in hardly do justice to the lives people led, but perhaps 

will assist the curious reader in finding out more. 
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1952 

7/13/52  Good exercise ï Beautiful thunder clouds ï should be drenched soon 

 Frank H. Zander ï Oakland 

 Alalacohn Clark ï Palo Alto 

 H.C. Whisler  

 

September 13, 1952  Joe Fitschen ï Sierra Club 

 Jesse F. Baley ï U.C.L.A. 

 Gordon D. Seele ï CIT168   Up S. Slope without incident 

 

October 12, 1952  via SE Saddle and face 

 John C. Ohrenschall169, SC RCS, Sacramento, Cal 

 James M. Carl, Mother Lode Chapter Sierra Club.  RCS applicant.  This 

is good enough for me. 

 Beautiful, warm day.  3:15pm from Nevada Falls this morning.  Either 

this is minimum 5th class, or Iôm a poor climber.  Probably latter. 

-------------------- 

 

Joe Fitschen participated in four major first ascents170 in Yosemite Valley and 

climbed in many areas, especially Tahquitz Rock, so not much more need be said 

here except a snippet from a 1956 Tahquitz guide171, ñThis route (Fitschenôs 

Folly) commemorates Joe Fitschenôs 170 foot fall from the slabs above the 

friction route.ò  He survived!  Lucky for me as in 1962 he assisted in rescuing me 

 
168 CIT is the California Institute of Technology from which Seele would later obtain a 

degree  in Geochemistry.  See also September 4, 1977. 
169 Ohrenschall was with Warren Harding on Hardingôs first new route, the west face 

of Sugarloaf Rock near Lake Tahoe - Camp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock 

Climber by Steve Roper, 1994 p 56.  Ohrenschall also made the first ascent of Johnôs 

Other Chimney with Mary Ann Corthell in Yosemite Valley and participated in the 

first free ascent of K-P Pinnacle with Mark Powell - A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite 

Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 51, 167.  Ohrenschall also climbed Starr King on May 

30, 1953 and June 26, 1962. 
170 http://www.yosemiteclimbing.org/content/yosemite-timeline 
171 Climberôs Guide to Tahquitz Rock, Wilts and Wilson, 1956, p35.  Fitchenôs Folly 

is the route, with Fitschen misspelled.  
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and a climbing partner in Yosemite when my partner was bitten by a rattlesnake 

on a route up Sunnyside Bench near Lower Yosemite Falls. 

 

Joe sent this account of his Starr King adventure to me, and it was not, as said in 

the register, ñwithout incidentò: 

 

Gordon Seele was sitting on the summit of Alta Peak when my mother 

and I arrived. Gordon was sixteen and about to be a freshman at the 

California Institute of Technology (Caltech). He was alone, while I was 

with my mother, but then I was two years younger. We hiked down 

together and exchanged addresses and phone numbers when we got to the 

cars. Differences in age were more crucial than differences in sex or 

anything else in those teen years. A bullying type might form a small 

gang of younger kids, or a guy having a little trouble with girls of his own 

age might see if he seemed more mature and sophisticated to a girl a year 

younger. Maybe this was more of a west coast phenomenon where it was 

more unusual than in the east for students to skip grades. Maybe it was 

more common then than now, but being in a certain grade in school was 

like being on an island. After that differentiation came social class, rather 

crudely defined, then religion. Race was not much of a factor since apart 

from a few Asians there was only one race in Glendale. 

 

The difference in our ages didnôt seem to matter to Gordon, perhaps 

because he didnôt feel socially at ease with the older students at Caltech. 

Perhaps he just wanted someone to hike with. In any case, he could 

usually borrow his parentsô car, and my mother trusted him, so Gordon 

and I went on a number of day hikes in the local mountains. Even snow in 

the winter didnôt stop us. We would plow through it to some summit, 

certainly aware of our soggy boots and soaking jeans and cold fingers and 

ears and toes but not really bothered by it all. Just being in the snow was 

a novel and stimulating experience for a southern California kid. 

 

The following summer, Gordon started talking about a more serious 

climb. He had a friend, Jesse, who wanted to climb Mt. Starr King, a cone 

of a dome tucked away behind Half Dome in Yosemite and a few 

hundred feet higher in elevation. None of the Sierra Clubbers I talked to 

knew much about it. Getting to the summit wasnôt just a hike. At one time 
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in the nineteenth century it was regarded, along with Half Dome itself, as 

one of the three remaining ñproblemsò in the Yosemite region. Jesseôs 

mother wanted to spend a few days hiking in Yosemite, so late in the 

summer the four of us drove up to the Valley in her Nash. This was my 

first trip to Yosemite, and we surely drove through the tunnel and stopped 

to take in that magnificent view, and I surely saw El Capitan and the 

Cathedral Rocks rising like guardians at the gates and a little farther on 

Sentinel Rock and then, rising a mile above the head of the Valley, Half 

Dome and Clouds Rest. I saw, in short, a large part of my future, but I 

remember none of it. My mind was on Mt. Starr King. Gordon, Jesse, and 

I hoisted heavy packs and started up the Mist Trail past Vernal Fall and 

Nevada Fall. At the top of Nevada Fall, Jesse, who seemed to know 

where he was going, headed off the trail into the woods. We found large 

patches of underbrush. We found mazes of downed trees. We found that 

we could not see very far through the trees and could not be sure we were 

going in the right direction. We staggered on. We had estimated it would 

take a few hours to get to the base of the dome, but we didnôt find it until 

late afternoon. 

 

Jesse, who paraded some expertise in the higher levels of mountaineering, 

told us how earlier alpinists would coat the base of their boots with pine 

pitch in order to get a better grip on the smooth granite. We considered 

the technique, but decided it was more trouble than it was worth, and the 

route didnôt look that steep. Jesse, expecting difficulties, had brought 

along some equipment to aid our ascent. He pulled from his pack 100 feet 

of quarter-inch manila rope. When I became more involved with real 

climbers I found that the lore of those days was rife with tales of young 

lads heading up to the cliffs with coils of clothesline, so we were 

relatively well equipped. (Still, mothers should hide the clothesline as 

well as the cleaning supplies and pistols used for self-defense. Uncounted 

numbers of our youth have been killed, or even maimed, because they 

foolishly relied on clothesline. Parachute cord is not much better and 

should exhibit product safety warning labels. All the same, even life is 

hazardous and may lead to death.) Jesse also produced a few Star drills 

and some eye bolts. You drilled a hole, he explained, put the bolt in the 

hole, and then threaded the rope through the hole in the bolt. Jesse didnôt 

have, nor seem to know about, pitons, carabiners, standard 7/16-inch 
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nylon climbing rope, or expansion bolts. As luck would have it, such 

equipment wasnôt necessary for an ascent of Mt. Starr King and wouldnôt 

have been useful since none of us knew even the rudiments of placing 

pitons or using the rope to belay another climber. 

 

The next morning, with spirits high, we tackled the peak eager for 

success. The route was not very long or very difficult, but I remember 

thinking more than once that it would be best not to slip and fall. Taking 

note of this, however, is a long cry from being afraid of falling. Because 

of some quirk of neuronal wiring, exposure without fear equals 

exhilaration. This heightened state is probably a legacy of the prehistoric 

hunters. Fearful hunters did not survive. Exhilarated hunters not only 

returned with full bags but felt like going out again. Too simple a theory, 

perhaps, but the better climbers I know are in one way or another 

exhilaration junkiesïnot daredevils, not thrill seekers, but looking for that 

rush thatôs often equated with freedom. 

 

The granite slabs rising in a smooth line to the summit looked steeper 

than they actually were, the effect of foreshortening that the experienced 

mountaineer is accustomed to. Such an experienced climber could 

probably walk up these slabs with his hands in his pockets, but I didnôt 

know enough to trust my feet, and consequently I clawed at every 

available crack or handhold and was elated to find the occasional small 

ledge on which to rest. My heart pounded like a woodpecker and I panted 

like a hound. All of this made it seem like an even greater adventure. 

 

In due course we stopped while Jesse drilled a hole (oh, the shame of it in 

retrospect). The point of this bolt placement was not to promote our 

safety. Rather, Jesse also had brought along an eight-millimeter movie 

camera, and he used the rope, doubled through the bolt, to support him 

while he moved out on the smooth face to be in a better position to film 

our desperate progress. He repeated this process several times as we got 

higher, so important was it that our feat should be duly recorded (who 

knows what visions now occupy the compressed files of innumerable 

video cams). Higher, the angle lessened, and we strolled up to the summit 

where we found a register stashed in a cairn. We signed our names, and 

while reading through the accounts of previous ascents I came across a 
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note someone had written earlier in the summer. The climber had left the 

Valley in the morning, hiked up a trail different from our route, ascended 

a steeper route on the other side of the peak by himself, and had arrived 

on top at two in the afternoon which left him plenty of time to get back 

down to the Valley well before dark. We were late into our second day 

and would not return to the car until the afternoon of the third day. We 

had succeeded in turning a dayôs ramble into a three-day siege. Suddenly, 

our achievement seemed to lack finesse, style, skill. There was more to 

this climbing game than we had dreamed. 

 

Climbing down is sometimes more tricky than climbing up, so we used 

the doubled rope through the bolts as a hand line on the steeper sections. I 

guess we had a bit of luck since the bolts stayed in the holes. We could 

easily have removed them by pulling out on them, but the tension from 

the rope and the low angle combined to keep them in place. Sometimes 

innocents get away with things; sometimes they donôt. 

 

Iôm not sure when I last saw Gordon, but I donôt remember any specific 

trips with him after that one. I was going on more and more Sierra Club 

trips, and I found that if the back packing and peak bagging were arduous 

enough my mother was not interested and would let others act in loco 

parentis. Perhaps in his second year at Caltech Gordon was adapting to 

the social scene, was able to make friends with the older students, and 

was becoming more self-conscious about hanging out with someone two 

years younger than himself. It was a friendship I would have liked to last 

longer. 

 

--------------------  

 

Joeôs method of ascent is not to be emulated, and the warning must be repeated: 

 

Climbing is dangerous. Climb at your own risk. 

You can be seriously injured or killed in this sport. 
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 The climb has just begun [and a small drawing accompanies] 

1953 

May 30, 1953 ï N.E. slope covered with snow.  Up S.E. slope without incident. 

 John C. Ohrenschall,172 SCRCS 

 Mary Ann Corthell173, YP&CC 

 Norah Straley174 Sierra Club 

 H.C. King HMC175 AAC 

 J. Davis SC RCS 

 

-------------------- 

 

By the year and the companions, J. Davis is probably Jack Davis176 who 

participated in four first ascents177 in Yosemite Valley.  This entry highlights a 

problem of looking up people with common last names and no complete first 

name.  Jack Davisô first ascents were the Northwest Ledges on Cloudôs Rest, the 

Northwest Buttress of Middle Cathedral Rock, the East Buttress of Middle 

Cathedral Rock, and the North Face Traverse of Middle Cathedral Rock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
172 Ohrenschall also climbed Starr King on October 12, 1952 and June 26, 1962. 
173 Mary Ann Corthell made the first ascent of Johnôs Other Chimney with John 

Ohrenschall in Yosemite Valley. A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 

1964, p. 167.  Her name would become Mary Ann Matthews, but she was also known 

as Corky.  She was a Stanford graduate and active in the Stanford Alpine Club.  See 

also her July 15, 1966 and her July 21, 1967 entries in this register. 
174 Norah Straley was on the first ascent of the East Face of Ragged Peak with Warren 

Harding and Ray Alcott on August 16, 1953. 
175 Harvard Mountaineering Club 
176 Camp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock Climber by Steve Roper, 1994 p. 58 
177 http://www.yosemiteclimbing.org/content/yosemite-timeline 
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June 20, 1953  3pm  Started 10am from Gl. Pt.- Perfect day ï up N. Slope 

 Frank deSaussure, UCHC178 

 Phil George, Alameda 

 Comfortable climb wearing appropriate summer attire! 

 

July 11, 1953  Wonderful trip except I am terribly thirsty ï Canôt wait till we get 

to snow bank where the fruit juice is hidden 

 Margy Fischer  SC 

 Alice Jensen UCHC SC   Me too! 

 P.E. Merriman (New Asmolian Marching and Chowder Society).  God!  

What Friction! 

 Phil George, Alameda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
178 UCHC is the University of California at Berkeley Hiking Club.  Frank deSaussure 

did a lot of mountaineering, including rock climbing, in California, the Northwest, and 

British Columbia.  He is listed as Warren Hardingôs partner in Wikipedia on the first 

ascents in 1954 of North West Books and the Left & Right Water Cracks, Lembert 

Dome, Tuolumme Meadows, CA. 
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July 29, 1953  Started at Glacier Point at 7:40 AM and came up by way of SW 

saddle.  The friction is nice even with rubber lug soles on.  Brought a 

beginner with me as second man.  He did a good job.  Weather good and 

got to top at 1:45 PM.  Must be back to blister rust179 tomorrow.  Hate to 

think of going back to work. 

 Ralph Edwin Sutton, Leader, 1221 Middleford Rd Palo Alto, and RCS of 

Loma Prieta Chapter of Sierra Club 

 John Ochsner, Beginner, Shore Acres Houston Texas 

 

 Weôre glad they made it!!  attn Bay, Ralphie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
179 Blister rust is a fungus that attacks pine trees.  An intermediate host for the fungus 

is the gooseberry bush (genus Ribes).  Control refers to a project in many public 

forests where the gooseberry bushes are eradicated by spraying a chemical similar to 

Agent Orange. 
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Aug 13 1953  Rod Houston - Left Glacier Point at  7:00 arrived here at 11:15.  

Complete friction   no piton ï scared the crap out of me.  Checker at 

Camp 16 Store Yosemite Park 

 Gary Smart.  Same party ï employee in Village Store ï got dirty pants ï 

LACC ï Forestry major 

 Jack Stitt.  Same party as above.  I think it was a pretty good climb. 
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Oct 6, 1953  Dave Hammack180, Loma Prieta RCS 

 George Larimore,181 Loma Prieta RCS 

 Via NE face without incident and water 

 

10 October 53  Up NNE slope after attempt on NNW slope (very interesting 

pitches around there) 

 George W. Whitmore182, SC RCS 

 Eric Kirchner, SC RCS 

 

10/13/53  Ned English   

1954 

 

PAGES MISSING. 

The climbing year of 1954 

 

The last entry on this page is from October 13, 1953.  The entry on the following 

page is from May 21, 1955.  Considering the number of climbs normally made in 

a year, it is likely that pages were removed here containing 1954 entries. 

  

  

 
180 On June 2, 1951 David Hammack was on the first ascent of a class 4 Middle 

Brother route named From Michaelôs Ledge with Ronald Hahn, Anton Nelson, and 

John Salathé  A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 71 
181 In 1950 Dave Hammack and George Larimore made the first ascent of the Gorge 

Traverse between the upper and lower Yosemite falls. A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite 

Valley, Steve Roper, 1964, p. 90 
182 George Whitmore was on a number of first ascents in Yosemite Valley including 

the El Capitan Nose in 1958 with Warren Harding and Wayne Merry.  The others:  

Sentinel Spire in 1954 with Warren Harding, Arch Rock Pinnacle in 1955 with 

Warren Harding, Lost Brother from the Southwest Side in 1958 with Merle Alley, the 

Ahwahnee Buttress in 1959 with Merle Alley, George Sessions and Jerry Dixon, and 

Nickel Pinnacle from the Notch with Mark Powell.  A Climberôs Guide to Yosemite 

Valley, Steve Roper, 1964.  Whitmore also ascended Starr King on April 30, 1960, 

April 9, 1961, October 26, 1969, May 29, 1974, and April 29, 1979. 
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1955 

 

5-21-55   14:10  Ascended from the SE saddle ï solo ascent  

 Dick Markfin, San Carlos Calif 

 

5-29-55   Started from Mono Mds. At 12:30 p.m.  Attained summit via south face 

 George Sessions, SC RCS (Tehipite Chapter) 

 Richard Calderwood SCRCS Fresno Calif 

 

June 15, 1955  Ralph Richardson.  Solo trip.  It is Good Luck on getting down 

 

6-21-55  John Merriam183 

 John Henneberger ï NPS 

 SE Saddle 

 

--------------------  

 

George Sessions184 went on to participate in six first ascents in Yosemite Valley.    

Calderwood had five185 in addition to spending some time on the Nose of El 

Capitan with Harding as the first ascent unfolded.  In 1960 I picked up 

Calderwood as a partner on the first ascent of Coonyard Pinnacle on Glacier Point 

Apron, the pre-eminent location for friction climbing in Yosemite Valley.  He was 

a solid climber and a good companion.  He later taught rock climbing at a Junior 

College in Fresno. 

 

 

 
183 Also climbed the peak on June 17, 1958 
184 Sessionsô first ascents:  Spireview Point, Bear Rock Bolt Route, Lower Watkins 

Pinnacle, Penny-Nickel Arete, Pohono Pinnacle North Face, Ahwahnee Buttress.  

First free ascent of Arches Terrace.  Sessions also climbed Starr King on July 30, 

1956, May 30, 1959 and July 25, 1965. 
185 Calderwoodôs first ascents:  Arches Terrace, Phantom Pinnacle Left Side, 

Coonyard Pinnacle, Hangover Buttress, Julietteôs Flake Right Side,   First free ascent 

of Arches Terrace. 
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June 25, 1955  From Glacier Pt. 

 John Yeager186   \ 

 Lyn R Wright187 /  Joint Leaders 

 Florence Richmond188 

 Alan McCharles189 (9th ascent) 

 Clarence Richmond190 

 

Oct 22, 1955  Mono Mds at 9:30 AM.  Summit via NW slope easy 4th 

 Dail Doucette, Tehipite Ch & USAF 

 Richard Sheffield, San Diego RCS 

 Two preons [sic] expected up in the near furture [sic] 

 

 Bill Feuerer191 RCS 

 Herb White192, Lynbrook New York 

  

-------------------- 

 

This is a reunion for McCharles and Wright who were last up together in 1937.  

McCharles is done now, but Wright will have three more ascents after this one. 

 

Bill Feuerer attained enduring fame in the climbing community as ñThe Doltò for 

his climbing equipment.  As a rock climber and student at UCLA I frequented his 

shop, The Dolt Hut, on Sawtelle Blvd in Los Angeles from 1959-1960.  Bill was a 

slow talker but not a dolt.  He was on the start of the El Capitan Nose project with 

Harding in 1957, and one prominent ledge on the route was named ñDolt Towerò 

after Feuerer.  He is listed on five first ascents in Yosemite Valley, The 

Arrowhead Arete, Lower Cathedral Rock North Buttress, The Footstool Right 

 
186 John Yeager also ascended Starr King on June 1, 1957 and June 21, 1958. 
187 Wright also ascended Starr King on July 24, 1933, July 15, 1934, Jul 20, 1937, 

October 13, 1956, June 1, 1957, June 21, 1958 and June 25, 1960. 
188 Florence Richmondôs also ascended Starr King on October 13, 1956. 
189 His other ascents of Starr King:  July 24, 1933, June 11, 1934, July 15, 1934, July 

1, 1935, July 6, 1935, August 17, 1935, June 30, 1936, July 20, 1937, July 23, 1937. 
190 Clarence Richmondôs also ascended Starr King on October 13, 1956. 
191 Feuerer also ascended Starr King on May 30, 1971 
192 White also ascended Starr King on July 1, 1956. 
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Side, Penny Pinnacle East Arete and Rixonôs Pinnacle West Face.  He is also 

listed for a first free ascent of the Overhang Route on Lower Cathedral Rock.  All 

except Rixonôs (done with Tom Frost) were climbed with Mark Powell.  The 

reader is directed to Camp 4, Recollections of a Yosemite Rock Climber by Steve 

Roper for a wealth of detail about Bill Feuerer. 

 

--------------------  

 

Another statistic that can be found in the registers is the distribution of the number 

of climbers in the parties that ascend the peak. 

 

Party 

Size 

Number 

of Parties 

Number 

of 

Climbers 

1 75 75 

2 195 390 

3 84 252 

4 34 136 

5 22 110 

6 12 72 

7 8 56 

8 2 16 

9 9 81 

10 2 20 

11 2 22 

12 1 12 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

13 1 13 

14 1 14 

15 1 15 

16 0 0 

17 0 0 

18 2 36 

19 0 0 

20 1 20 

21 0 0 

22 0 0 

23 1 23 

Totals 453 1363 

 

 

A party size of ñ1ò means the climb was a solo endeavor, no ropes and essentially 
done third class.  A party size of 23 means a group ascent by an organization such 

as the Sierra Clubôs Sierra Peaks Section.  Plotting the two variables, party size 

and number of parties ascending the peak, we get a beautiful curve in which only 
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parties of nine stand out as anomalous.  Why people sort themselves so neatly into 

groups of differing sizes, solo climbers aside, is an interesting question for the 

psychologists who concern themselves with risk and its mitigation. 
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5 Nov 55  From Mono trail and Glacier Point Rd & up N Face.  Max use of 

existing pitons ï rain in morning 

 F. L. Davenport, 

 Zyal Clark 

1956 

June 9, 1956  Bill Keasbey, UCHC 

 Don Goodrich, UCHC    

 We found this thing only after a bit of wandering in the brush.  Came 

from camp on Clark Fork.  A perfect day but the guide should mention 

that pitons are essential for anchoring on the SE (regular?) route.  Water! 

 Going down on our roller skates.  

 

Ǝ  12 June 1959 Mt. Conness [This annotation was probably written by 

Krehe Ritter when he was on Mt. Starr King on July 8, 1959 and 

regards Don Goodrich] 

 

-------------------- 

 

Don Goodrich participated in seven first ascents in Yosemite Valley, including the 

slab Pinnacle on the Glacier Point Apron named for him, Goodrich Pinnacle,  

Dinner Ledge, Lower Brother Middle West Face, Obscurity Traverse, Point 

Beyond, Rixonôs Pinnacle East Chimney, Monday Morning Slab Right Side, and 

Goodrich Pinnacle Left Side.  As the cross annotation placed near his entry 

indicates, Goodrich was killed on the 1200 foot southwest face of Mt. Conness 

when he pulled a loose block of rock off and fell.  A memorial plaque was placed 

near the wall, and his name endures on the climbs of and to Goodrich Pinnacle.  

Krehe Ritter was on the Mt. Conness climb with Goodrich.   
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June 24, 1956  Ken Muajily 

 Dick Mashim 

 2:00PM from Glacier Point 

 

June 28 1956  Bart Hooley 11:30 

 Max Allen  10:31 

 Hoolegôs a fast hiker! 

 

July 1, 1956  Presidio of Monterey Alpine Club 

 Herb White193, Lynbrook N.Y. 

 Chuck Argue, Fergus Falls Minnesota 

 And we have 250 miles to hitch back this afternoon, yet!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
193 White also ascended Starr King on October 22, 1955. 
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